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HISTORICAL AvD CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 
ORIGIN or COM ME R CE, 


4 


FROM THE EARLIEST: ACCOUNTS, . 


EIGHT EE NT H CENTURY, 


Continued from the Year 1762, the Period at which Mr. ANDERSON cloſed 
bis HisTorxy, down to the End of the Year 1788. 


A D, 
1763 IN the early part of this year, peace was concluded by the belligerent powers of Europe, — 
On the tenth day of February, the definitive treaty of peace was ſigned, and ſoon after rati- 
fied, between the court of Great Britain and thoſe of France and Spain, and between the two 
latter crowns and that of Portugal.—On the twenty-ſecond of March following, peace was 
proclaimed, with the uſual folemnities, at London. 
In. this definitive treaty, the moſt material alterations from, or explanations of, the prelimi- 
nary articles of peace, of the third day of November, 1762, are :— - 
I. That inſtead of the fifth article of the preliminaties; relating to Dunkirk, the thirteenth 
article of the definitive treaty ſtipulates, * That Dunkirk ſhall be put into the ſtate fixed by 
« the laſt treaty of Aix la Chapelle, and by former treaties. Ihe Cunette “ ſhall be deſtroyed 
immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of the preſent treaty, as well as the forts 
and batteries which defend the entrance on the fide of the ſea; and proviſion ſhall be made 
at the ſame time for the wholeſomeneſs of the air, and for the health of the inhabitants, by 
© ſome other 1 to the Sada 0 Oe of the King of Great Britain,” 1 


Faw , „ D191 (3; 


- 


vl Coinette, "Cj called a Cuveite, is generally deſcribed to be a Jeep trench, (moſtly a wet one) dug üg the 
bottom of a broader or larger dry ditch, for rendering the approach to the place more difficult, 


Vol. IV. ( A 48 II. That 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DepucriON 


I. That, ;nſtead of the tenth preliminary, the alevicith article. o the definitive treaty Kipu- 
lates, That Great Britain ſhall reſtore to France, in the condition they now are in, the 
« different factories (in the preliminary article called comptoirs) which that crown poſleſled, 
« as well on the coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa, as on that of Malabar, as alſo in Bengal, at 
© the beginning of the year 1749 and France renounces all pretenſions to the acquiſitions | 
« ſhe had made on the coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa;” (i. e. Fort St. David, and its depen- 
dencies) © And his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall reſtore, on his part, all that he may have 
*« conquered from Great Britain in the Eaſt Indies during the preſent war; and will expreſsly 
* cauſe Nattal and Tapanoully,” i. e. Bencoolen, &c. in the iſland of Sumatra, to be re- 
* ſtored. And he further engages, not to ere fortifications, or to keep troops in any parts 
„of the dominions of the Subah * commonly called the Nabob, of Bengal. And, in 
order to preſerye future peace on the coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa, the Engliſh and 
French thall acknowlegde Mahomet Ally Khan for lawful Nahob of the Carnatic, and 


K 


_ « Salabat Jing for lawful Subah of the Decan; and both parties ſhall renounce all demands 


and pretenſions of ſatisfaction with which they might charge each other, or their Indian 


* «« allies, for the depredations or pillage committed on either fide during the war.“ 


To this article, his Grace the Duke of Bedford ſubjoined a declaration, importing“ That, 
for the preventing of all ſubject of diſpute, on account of the limits of the territories of the 
« Subah of Bengal, as well as of the coaſt of Coromandel and Orixa, the ſaid territories of the 
© Subah of Bengal, ſhall be reputed to extend only as far as the Yanaon excluſively ; and that 
„ the Yanaon ſhall be confi dered as included in the northern part of the coaſt of Coromandel 


and Orixa.” 


III. Inftead of the fourth article of the preliminaries, by which the French King obliges 
himſelf, on his royal word only, not to fortify the iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, that King, 
by the ſixth article of the definitive treaty, “ abſolutely engages not to fortify thoſe Bran &c. 
« as in the ſaid preliminary article.“ 

IV. Inſtead of the words of the IT MEER preliminary article, by which * his Catholic 
« Majeſty cedes and guarantees to his Britannic Majeſty all that Spain poſſeſſes on the conti- 
„ nent of North America, to the eaſt or to the ſouth-eaſt of the river Miſhfippi ;” by the 
e twentieth article of the definitive treaty, © his Catholic Majeſty cedes and guarantees, in 
«« full right, to his Britannic Majeſty, Florida, with the fort St. Auguſtine, and the bay of 
„ Penſacola ; as well as all that Spain poſſeſſes on the continent of North America, to the eaſt, 
« or to the ſouth-eaſt of the river Miſſiſippi; and, in general, every thing that depends on the 
« {aid countries and lands, with the ſovereignty, property, and poſſeſſion, and all rights ac- 
« quired by treaties, or otherwiſe, which the Catholic King and the crown of Spain have had, 
« till now, over the ſaid countries, &c. in the moſt ample manner and form, &e,” 

V. Inſtead. of the latter part of the ninth article of the preliminaries, by which France 
« cedes, in full right, and guarantees to the King of Great Britain, Senegal;” in the tenth 
article of the definitive treaty it is thus expreſſed: His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty cedes, in 


full right, and guarantees to the King of Great Britain, the river Senegal, with the forts 


« and factories of St. Louis, Podor, and Galam ; and with all the rights and dependencies of 
« the ſaid river Senegal.” Which forts and territories were thought ſo important by the 
Houſe of Commons, that, on the thirtieth of the faid month of March, they paſſed a vote of 
credit for his Majeſty to expend as far as ſeven thouſand pounds, for repairing and i improving 
the ſame. 
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1763 Wich MES Cs eleventh. article of the definitive; treaty ſufficiently demonſtrates the 

great ſuperiority we obtained by it in the Eaſt Indies, as it neceſſarily produced à great in- 

5 pon of our Company s commerce thither, and a propgrtionable W of the cuſtoms, 

pps as well as. of our national wealth, and of the ſinking fund. 5 0 
II. In Africa, our poſſeſſion of the French fettlemegts- on the river ae afforded us the 

| profitable command of that moſt uſeful article gum Senegal, ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary for the 

perfecting of many of our own manufactures: and, by the vaſt enlargement of our continental 

as well as inſelar dominions in America, the demand for negro ſlaves from that and other 

parts. of the African coaſt, greatly increaſed, and therewith that of our ſhipping and mariners ; 


and alſo a proportionable, or perhaps greater augmentation of our outward-bound 6—— con- 
ſiſting of our own various manufactures, for the purchaſe of thoſe ſlaves, &c. 


III. Wich regard to the new acquiſitions, , both from France and Spain, on the continent 
of North America, confidered either in a political or commercial view, 2278 afforded a-proſpect 
of adding, in a pre-eminent degree, to the national proſperity. - 

IV. By the extenſive province of Florida, which was then yielded to us by Spain, and by 
the further addition of almoſt the only valuable part of Louiſiana, our empire in America was 
not only rendered vaſtly more extenſive, but likewiſe extremely ſecure, down from our pro- 
vince of Georgia ſouthward, to the Cape of Florida; and thence turning weſtward, along the 
great gulph or bay of Mexico, up to the mouth of the river Miſſiſippi; all which has no other 
frontier but the ocean: an extreme advantage to a commercial nation. But this was not all the 
benefit ariſing from ſuch conceſſion: for, by the advantage of the bay and harbour of Penſa- 
cola, &c. we were enabled, in time of war, to command the neighbouring ſeas and coaſts be- En 
longing to thoſe two nations; with other advantages, which are now unneceſlary to be men- 
tioned, 

V. By our treaty with Spain, we effect ually eſtabliſhed © our before diſputed right to the pro 
fitable benefit of our unlimitedly cutting of logwood on the ſhores of Campeachy ; where we 
were alſo empowered to have habitations for our people, and ſtore-houſes for out goods; where 
alſo, in caſe of any future rupture, it would always be in our power to form a more effectual 
eſtabliſhment. By this important conceſſion, a great bone of contention, of near one hund- 
red years ſtanding, was alſo moſt fortunately aboliſhed. 

VI. Even with reſpect to the Weſt India iſlands, we may obſerve, that although, in order 
to get rid of our troubleſome neighbours on the American continent, and to obtain of them 
many other important advantages, in different parts of the world, it was judged expedient to 
reftore the ſugar iſlands we had conquered, together with the neutral one of St. Lucia, we 
{till acquired, by the ninth article of the definitive treaty, the iſlands of Grenada and the Gre- 
nadines, and likewiſe the neutral iſles of St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago; with the ad- 

ditional and permanent benefit of for ever annihilating the name or appellation of any neutral 
iſle in thoſe ſeas; whereby each nation's poſſeſſions and property there are now —_— | 
aſcertained, and a final period put to ſo long a plea for altercation. 

Laſtly, the effectual demolition of the impregnable part of the fea-port of Dunkirk was now 
fully executed; not merely becauſe ſo ſtipulated, as it had been thrice before, but becauſe we 


were in W e of What we never before 3 had, —a ſure pledge of its being duly 
performed. 


Theſe were, W doubt, moſt ſubſtantial and important objects —But that they were 


adequate to the advantages we had gained during the courje of the war, was an opinion by no 
A 2 x 


means ' 
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- 1763 means onthnjinous throughout the kb; and there were not wanting l of the PP 
talents, and the greateſt name, who deeried this peace, as diſgraceful to a people, victorious in 
every part of the globe; and who, it was aſſerted, poſſeſſed reſources to continue the career 
of ſuccels, till they had brought their enemies to their feet. But we muſt prefer narrative to 
ſpeculation it is our office” to relate things as they happen, and not detail opinions as they 
ariſe; more particularly at a period when the eſtabliſhed freedom of the preſs, and the great 
increaſe of knowledge, bring every public queſtion into voluminous diſcuſfion. This work 

would err from its defign, if we were to do more than ſtate thoſe facts which are appropriate to 
it, and recite thoſe meaſures which have proceeded from the mind of government : to review 
the deliberations that MEET a is not our province ;—it is not for us to reaſon, —but to 

relate. 2 0 

To clear away the iasembrüese of the late war, ſupplies were to be raiſed, and, of courſe, 
taxes to be impoſed. For theſe purpoſes it was propoſed by government, 

Firſt, To take two millions from the ſinking fund. | | 

Secondly, To ſtrike one million eight hundred thouſand pounds in Exchequer bills. 

Thirdly, To borrow two millions eight hundred thouſand pounds on annuities : and, 

Fourthly, To form two lotteries, for three hundred and fifty thouſand pounds each. 

To pay the intereſt on theſe loans, which, amounted, in the whole, to ſeven millions three 
hundred thouſand pounds, an additional duty, of eight pounds per tun, was laid upon all 

wines of the growth of France, and four pounds per tun on all others, 

This part of the plan of ways and means was unexceptionable ; but another duty was added, 
which furniſhed the opponents of government with a ſubject of popular outcry, and the ſuc- 
ceſsful means of influencing the whole nation: this was a duty of four ſhillings per hogſhead 
to be laid on cyder, and to be ſubje&, with ſome qualifications, to all the laws of exciſe. As 
this act became an object of great popular frenzy and tumult, and ſeemed to intereſt the paſ- 
ſions of the people in general at the time it was agitated and paſſed, we ſhall inſert a general 
abſtract of it. 

That from and the thirty- firſt 10 of March, 1763, the following additional duties 

| ſhall take place, viz. 

« On French wine and vinegar imported, eight pounds per tun, and all other wines and 
vinegar imported four pounds per tun; to be collected, levied, and paid, as expreſſed in the 
act of James II. or in any other act by which the duties thereby granted are made per- 
petual. 

«© Damaged and unmerchantable wines ſhall be exempted from theſe additional duties. 

The ſaid duties ſhall be under the management of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
and ſhall be paid over weekly by the Receiver-General into the Exchequer, apart from all 
other monies, and ſhall be entered accordingly in proper books to be provided there for that 
purpoſe, 

„No allowance ſhall be made for leakage, but upon wines imported directly from the coun- 
try or place of their growth, &c. Madeira wines from the Britiſh plantations in America 
excepted. 

4: From and after the fifth of July, 1763, an additional duty ſhall be laid on all cyder and 
perry: viz. on all cyder and perry imported, forty ſhillings per tun; and upon all cyder 
« and perry made within Great Britain, four ſhillings per hogſhead, to be paid by the maker. 
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The duties upon alt and perry made in England, to be under the reed and insge- ö 
ment of the commiſſioners and officers of exciſe there, and thoſe in Scotland under like officers 
there. The commiſſioners ſhall appoint a ſufficient number” of officers, and the duties A L 
be paid into the Exchequer-apart from all other monies. | 

The makers of cyder and perry, not being e ſhall enter their names, and the 
mills, preſſes or other utenſils, ſtore houſes and other places to be made uſe of, at the next 
office of exciſe, ten days before they begin to work, under the * of twenty-five (pz 
for uſing any unentered place. 

« The officers of exciſe, upon requeſt made, mall have free ad in the day time; to all 
places entered or made uſe of for making or keeping perry or cyder, and ſhall gauge and report 
the contents to the commiſſioners, leaving a copy for the maker. The duties ſhall be paid 
according thereto, within fix weeks from making ſuch charge; and the uſual allowances ſhall 
be made in refpect thereof. 

« Perſons intending to ſell or remove any cyder or perry in their pon made before the 
fifth of July, 1763, ſhall ſend a ſigned particular thereof to the next office of exciſe, ten days 
before the ſaid fifth of July, that the officer may take an account thereof, and grant certificates 
occaſionally for the removal of a like quantity without charging the duty, &c. 

No cyder or perry exceeding fix gallons ſhall be removed, &c. without a certificate, on for- 
feiture thereof, with the package. Officers of the exciſe may ſeize the ſame. A time ſhall be 
limited, for which the certificate ſhall be in force. 

«a Perſons making cyder or perry to be conſumed in their own private families only, ſhall be 
admitted to compound for the duties, they giving in a liſt of the number in family, and paying 
at the rate of five ſhillings per head per annum, This compoſition to be renewed annually and 
the money paid down at the ſame time. The houſes, &c. of perſons who ſhall thus com- 
pound, ſhall be exempted from ſurvey or ſearch : but, upon increaſe of the family, a new liſt 
ſhall-be given in, and five-pence per month, per head, ſhall be paid for the additional number, 
during the ſubſiſting unexpired term of the year. Compounders neglecting to deliver in ſuch 
liſts, and to pay their compoſition money, ſhall be charged with the duty, and become liable 
to a ſurvey. Perſons delivering falſe or defective liſts, ſhall forfeit twenty pounds. 

„Children under eight years of age ſhall not be inferted in the liſts. - Compounders may 
ſell, diſpoſe of, or remove any cyder or perry more than ſufficient for their own uſe, giving two 
days notice to the proper officer, who ſhall attend, and take an account thereof, and charge 
the duties and report the ſame to the exciſe office, leaving a copy with the compounder. Such 
cyder or perry ſhall not be afterwards removed without a certificate. Compounders being 
guilty of any fraud, in ſelling, exchanging, or Fei kater ont cyder or Perry, ſhall forfeit 
twenty pounds. | 

« No compounder ſhall let out or lend his mill or other Aufl for making cyder or perry, 
without giving three days previous notice to the proper officer to attend and charge the duties; 
unleſs the cyder or perry be the property of another compounder, or of ſome other perſon not 
liable to the duty; and no © Lon of! it ſhall be removed without a certificate, under a penalty of 
ten pounds. 


«© Perſons uſing their own mills, Kc. or procuring cyder or perry to be made at the mills, 
&c. of any other perſon, ſhall be deemed makers. 


* Compounders for malt ſhall not be liable to compound or pay duties for cyder or perry, to 
be made and conſumed in their own families, unleſs they ſhall ſell or otherwiſe diſpoſe of any 
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on part Wemag in which caſe, they ſhall comply with the direQtions given with reſpect to com- | 

pounders in like circumſtances. 

© Occupiers of tenements not rated Si” for ſhillings per annum. to , the land tax, 2d. not 

making more than four hogſheads of cyder and perry. in the whole year, ſhall be r 
from duties or compounding. 

* Theſe new duties on cyder and perry ſhall be drawn back on exportation; and upon diſ- 
tillation thereof into low wines and ſpirits; and upon the ſame 10 made into e and 
charged with duties as ſuch. 

6:1 ho penalty of oppoſing an officer in the execution of his office, or of rſcaing or ſtaving 
any cyder or perry. after any ſeizure thereof, ſhall be fifty pounds, for every ſuch offence. 
Informations for offences againſt this act by the makers of cyder or perry, ſhall be laid within 

_ three months after being committed; and notice thereof ſhall be given them. 

*« Perſons aggrieved by the judgment of any juſtice of the peace touching the duties or pe- 
nalties, may appeal to the quarter ſeſſions, and the determination of the ſaid court ſhall be final. 

e Appellants ſhall give notice to the other parties, and the court ſhall award coſts as they 
ſee fit, to be levied by diſtraint. 

„For want of ſufficient time intervening, an appeal-may be made to o the ſecond quarter 
ſeſſions. 

| HY re-hearing ſhall be had of the merits of the caſe upon appeals; and defects of form i in 
0 the original proceedings may be rectified by the court. 6 
| «© All powers, rules, methods, penalties and clauſes in act x11, Car. II. or in any other act 
1 relating to the revenue of exciſe, where not altered by this act, ſhall be put into execution with 
1 | reſpect to the duties on cyder and perry. 
| The penalties and forfeitures relating thereto, ſhall be recovered or mitigated as by the laws 
| off exciſe, or in the courts at Weſtminſter, or the court of Exchequer in Scotland, and ſhall 
| be employed, half to the uſe of the King, and half to him that ſhall ſue. 
li | The duty on cyder and perry brought from Jerſey, Guernſey, Sark, or Alderney, ſhall be 
ik paid by the importer before landing, on penalty of being ſeized and forfeited. 
1 | The monies ariſing by the reſpective duties granted by this act, ſhall be entered in proper 
books in the auditors office, ſeparately from each other and from all other monies; and ſhall 
| be a fund for the payment of the annuities chargeable on the principal ſum of five millions 
| borrowed on the credit of this act.“ 
| The part of this act which related the duty on cyder and perry, with the mode of collecting 
ll | it, was debated with uncommon violence in both Houſes of Parliament, and a very ſtrong 
| proteſt was entered in the journals of the Houſe of Lords againſt it. Nay, fo general was the 
diſapprobation of it, that many feared the revival of that ſpirit which was raiſed by a ſcheme of 
exciſe in the year 1733, when not only the political but perſonal exiſtence of a great Miniſter 
| was in imminent danger. The city of London not only inſtructed its repreſentatives in Par- 
1 liament, but petitioned the different branches of the legiſlature againſt it; while ſome of the 
| | conſtant friends of adminiſtration withdrew their ſupport on this occaſion. Vet we now find 
6 that many perſons of great property and political talents are become converts to this mode of 
_ raiſing taxes, and do not heſitate to ſupport the opinion, that an extenſion of the exciſe laws 
i | merely to objects, without enlarging the power, would produce a great public benefit, by the 
augmentation it would occafion in the public revenues. 
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The produce of South Ctolina entefed for exportation from the port of Chikles-town, bott 


= | 


the twenty-third'of December 1761, the day the firſt veſſel with rite, ot Ivy, +761, was cleared 


out, to _ firit of September 3 both days incluſive. rol 


” 


Pitch, 
Tar, 
Tobacco, 
Rofin, 
Tanned leather, 
Tallow, 

Fiſh, 

Timber, &c. 
Oranges, 

Soap, 
Potatoes, 
Laths, 
Turpentine, 
Beef 

Bacon, 
Candles, myrtle wax, 
Oats, 
Hoops, 
Reeds, 
Handſpikes, 
Furs, 


— 


Pink root; 
Bees wax, 
Hams, 
The following is liſt of the prize gooey taken at the Havannah : 
Sugar, . 
Cocoa, 


rl 
5 


Jeſuits bark, 


” 
* 


— — — 


— 


63,288 bertels 
249,000 pounds weight. 
157,880 — 
674,740 = 


23,194. . 


3,980 barrels. 
8 kegs. 


331 hogfheads. 
12 caſks. 


215 bundles. 
1,043 looſe. 
3,110 barrels, 
1,119 | 
14 hogſheads. 

19 barrels. 
2,693 ſides. 
32 barrels. 
41 — 
103,293 feet. 
4 barrels. 
100 boxes. 
20 buſhels. 
3,500 
751 barrels. 
11 
1,648 pounds weight. 
14 boxes. 
388 buſhels. 
14,500. 
360 
1 hogſhead. 
1 bundle. 
2 barrels. 
Wy caſk. 
6 


5 barrels. 


5,841 cheſts... 
3,384 ſerons. 
3 caſks. 
122 ſerons. 
Hides 


. # * . 
0 — 
— 8 a a 


A. D. n | | 3, 
1763 e Hide in the hair, n ne 3 on 325 MIN. C94 + * he Fi 8, 363 a "x 
TLaanned hides, IE, it arte BS 31, A et 3,900 TIE 
Tobi, = . 14 0105 0s ae... 
- Snuff; >... .. — 25 . 8 4.876 ſerons. 
Logwood, „„ » Y tn VE ON 59, 213 pieces. 
. —. — 28003 — 
Cedar planks, — — — — 00 
Cochineal, — | _ — — 1 ſerons. 
Tortoiſeſnhell, — — — 2 caſks. 


Of which, and the reſt of the plunder, the firſt diſtribution amounted to five hundred and fixe 
teen thouſand one hundred and eighty-five pounds three ſhillings. 


It appears by the Georgia Gazette, that from the fifth of January 1762, to the fifth of Ja- 
nuary 1763, the exports of that province were, | 


| Rice, IN OY wa A ICED _ 7440 barrels. | 

_ — _ — 119 half barrels. 

| | Indigo, — — — 9,63 pounds weight. 

| Deer ſkins, > — — 96 hogſheads. 
1 — — 832 bundles. 
Beaver ſkins, — —— — 13 bundles. 

| Pine timber, — — — 417,449 feet. 

i | Pork, — — — — 292 barrels. 

W Shingles, — 4 — 688,045 

al Staves and heading, — rea 3 59,002 

| | Beef, — — — 38 barrels. 

ll Indian corn, — — — 1,250 buſhels. 

| | Rough rice, — — — 776 

ih Tar, — — — — 246 barrels. 

al | Tanned leather, _ — — 1,602 ſides. 

9 Hoops, — — — IO, 500 

| Handſpikes, — — — 1,050 

Bars, — — — — 2,033 

if! 


In the ſummer of this year, a very uncommon number of bankruptcies took place at Am- 
ſterdam, Hamburg, and ſeveral other principal towns in Germany. They began at Amſter- 
dam. the latter end of July, by the failure of two brothers of the name of Neuville, for between 
three and four hundred thouſand pounds; and that of a Jew for a very conſiderable ſum. 
Theſe two bankruptcies occaſioned, or at leaſt haſtened a ſtoppage of payment, by no leſs than 
eighteen houſes in that city: they were followed by a ſtill greater number of failures at Ham- 
burg and other places, which gave ſuch a blow to private credit, as almoſt wholly to interrupt, 
for ſome time, the courſe of commercial tranſactions. But the Lombard houſes at Amſter- 
dam and Hamburg ſtood forward on the occaſion, and, by advancing large ſums of ready 
money to ſuch as could give a proper ſecurity, reſtored credit to its former functions, and libe- 
| rated commerce from the oppreſſions beneath which it had ſtruggled. 
| On this. occaſion ſeveral merchants, on ſhewing their books to perſons appointed to examine 
| them, were protected from arreſts by the „ : an exerciſe of power which had the 
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ſive circulation during the courſe of the war. 
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© | Seand bumane, by the legiſe 
lature of every commercial county. 55 


Various were the conjectures concerning the cauſes of theſe” 8 failures. . But they 


- I chiefly attributed to the large ſums of money left unpaid by the Engliſh and French 


armies, and to the incapacity or indiſpoſition of ſeveral of the German Princes, to call in the 
baſe money which they, had found themſelves obliged to "yy and "_ got into a very exten 

The marine ſociety, with chat truly . which has ever gn onal its exentions, 
not only received all thoſe boys, under ſixteen years of age, which it had ſent to ſea, who 
thought proper, on being diſcharged from the King's ſeryice, to apply to them for aſſiſtance, 


but even invited them to make application to their protection and aſſiſtance. Of ſuch the ſo- 
ciety put out, 5 


To fiſhermen, . le e Nn be 4 7 . — N 15 
To mechanic trades, Abe Sono eats 35 $09 — 71 
To manufacturers, F roBor id ini) wot. 17 
To public houſes, — ws EB 905 bo} 6 
To the merchants ſervice, — — — — | 29 
To the King's ſea officers, who engaged to keep them for hees years, 7 0 
Sent home to their friends in Scotland and Ireland, — — 9 
Sent home to their friends 1 in England. — — 20 
To Agriculture, — as — 5 5 1 
To watermen and lightermen, — — — — 9 
Aſſiſted to procure maſters for themſelves, _ — — 1 17 

Cloathed and provided for themſelyves, — — — 21 
Total, 295 


The Dublin ſociety, inſpired alſo by a ſimilar zeal for the public good, propoſed to the firſt 


hundred ſoldiers or ſailors who ſerved his Majeſty out of Great Britain or Ireland, and being 


honourably diſcharged from the ſervice, ſhould take leaſes of lives of any lands in the pro- 
vinces of Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught, not leſs than five or more than twenty acres, 
in the year 1763, and hold the ſame one year from their taking poſſeſſion of the ſaid lands, on 
producing a certificate of their induſtry, and being likely to continue, from the clergyman of 
the pariſh or two neighbouring juſtices of the peace, five pounds each. 

And to the firſt ten landlords of the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught, who 
ſhould let ſuch farms to ſuch tenants as above, not leſs than five farms by each landlord, a 
gold medal, N 


The truſtees alſo for the forfeited eſtates i in Scotland, were not backward; in e the ſame 


Patriotic encouragement. 


They wiſhed to reward thoſe men, who had Phew the Britiſh laurel in every quarter of 


the globe, by affording them a comfortable retreat after all their toils, and to continue their 


ſervices to.their country by enabling them to. purſue the employments of peace. 

For this moſt laudable purpoſe, they promiſed not only lands but materials for building and 
implements of cultivation, together with fiſhing boats, tackle, &c. and even money, to ſuch 
reduced ſoldiers and ſailors as ſhould ſettle on theſe eſtates. And Sir Ludowick Grant and 
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. Mr. Gra of Grant, invited them to fettle on their new ground in the counties of Ivernelt, 
Murray and Banff, with a promiſe to let them have from five to fifteen acres of land rent free 
for ſeven years, paying afterwards one ſhilling per acre per annum for twelve years, with 

RG timber for building, moſs or peat ground for firing, and lime ſtone from the quarries.” 


The latter end of this year, judgment was pronounced at Paris againſt ſeveral perſons who 


nad been employed by the King of France in the government of Canada, and had been found 


guilty of mal-adminiſtration in the conduct of it. Theſe reſpective officers, beſides the 
ſentence of baniſhment, whoſe term was varied according to the nature of their offences, were, 


moreover, condemned to make reſtitution of ſeveral ſums in proportion to the frauds of which 


they had been found guilty; amounting in the whole to the ſum of thirteen millions fix hun- 
dred and fixty-five thouſand livres. | | | 


Livres. 
The names, employments, and fines of theſe afficerd are as follows : 2 | | 
The Sieur Bigot, Intendant of the Province of Canada, — 4. 500,000 
The Sieur Varin, Director of the Marine at Montreal, F 800,000 
M. Bread, Comptroller of the Marine, bf en ere — 23 200,000 
M. Cadet, Purveyor General of the Army, — — 6,000,000 
M. Pennifiant, Commiſſioners under M. by 
M. Maurin, Cadet, 600,000 livres 1, 800, ooo 
M. Corpion, cach, | | 
M. Eftabe, Keeper of the Magazines, | — F 30, ooo 
M. Martel, ditto, _ _ _— — 200, oo 
M. Laudriere, Commandant, — — — — 5,000 
M. Dechinaux, Seoretary to the Intendant Bigot, — — 30, 00 
Total, 13, 665, oo 


* 


As ſoon as the Engliſh merchants trading to Canada, who were largely concerned in the 
paper money of that colony, were informed of theſe fines, they made immediate application to 
the Secretaries of State to obtain the fulfilling his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's declaration, with 
regard to the bills of exchange, drawn by the government of Canada on that of Old France. 
Bat, as the final determination of this bufineſs between the two courts did not take place till 
the year 1766, we ſhall defer entering further upon the fubje& till we come to the tuſtory of 
that period, 

Yards. 

The linen cloth ſtamped in Scotland for ſale, from the firſt of Nevedibir 1761, 
to the firſt of November 1562, amounted to — 10, 303, 237 


The ſame, from the firſt of November 1762, to the firſt of owl 1763; a- 


mounted to, — — wi 9 way” 112, 399,656 


Which quantity exceeds that of the preceding year — — 2,096,419 


* 


An account of the ſums granted this year by the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, for promoting 
the manufaCtures,. trade and commerce of Ireland. | 
To John Wetherell, for preparing and framing the intended beck of rates, four hundred 


pounds, 


For 


461+ n nein Oe enn ,, 1t 


For carrying on the inland navigation from pen Killaloe, two thouſand fre bun- | 
* pounds. ; | 

For ditto, from ibn to Danis, two thouſand a+ Jeu rig | 

For ditto, from _e * water at St. * to the town of Monaſterevan, four thouſand 
pounds. 5 

For ditto, from Kilkenny to Init one „ thouſand Gre hundred pounds. . 

For1 improving Cork harbour, one thouſand five hundred pounds. 

For the pier of Balgriggan, one thouſand five hundred pounds. 

For carrying on the inland navigation by making the. river Lagan navigable, 7 for open- 
ing a paſſage from Loughneagh to Belfaſt, two thouſand pounds. 

For ditto, for compleating a navigation for ſhips of one hundred tons burthen, from Fathom 

Point, near Newry, to Drumglaſs Colliery, in the unt of Fe. four thouſand 9 

To St. Patrick's hoſpital, one thouſand pounds. 
For Dunleary pier, one thouſand pounds. 
For finiſhing an harbour at Wicklow, one thouſand pounds. 
For carrying on the ballaſt office wall, four thouſand pounds. 
For re- building St. John's church, Dublin, one thouſand pounds, 
To Meſſrs. Colvill, Civill and Bryan, to affiſt them in leſſening the expence of their com- 
pleating a dry dock in the city of Dublin, one thouſand pounds. 

To the Lying-in-Hoſpital, one thouſand pounds. 

To the widow. and children of Dr. Mofle, five hundred pounds. 

To the Incorporated Society, twelve thouſand pounds, a 

For carrying on the inland navigation from Dublin through the bog of Allan to the Shan- 
non, fix thouſand pounds. 

For carrying on a whale fiſhery on the north welt coaſt of this kingdom, one thouſand 
pounds. | 

For finiſhing St. Catherine's church; Dublin, one thouſand pounds. 

For enlarging the quay at Londonderry, one thouſand fix hundred pounds. 

For carrying on the inland navigation, by making a navigable canal between the longhs 
Foyle and Sivilly in the county of Donegal, four thouſand pounds. 

For erecting a pier at Killileagh in the county of Down, fix hundred pounds. 

For re-building John's and Green's bridges in the city of Kilkenny, and Bennet's Thomaſ- 
town and Caſtlecomer bridges, in the county of Kilkenny, and for repairing the bridge of 
Eniſteage, in the ſaid county of Kilkenny, eight thouſand pounds. 

To Henry Cottingham and James King to reimburſe their loſſes, end by the tumul- 
tuous proceedings of the late mobs, eight hundred pounds. 

For widening the paſſage leading from - Weener to College-green, three banded and 
forty pounds. 

To the city Ale three thouſand ſeven Basten and ſeventy-one WIT oo 

To Hugh Boyd, Eſq; for his having made an harbour at Bally Caſtle : and toy: his rig 
the ſaid harbour in repair for twenty-one years, three thouſand ponds, | 

To the Dublia Society, two thouſand pounds. 

To ditto, to be applicd for the encouragement of ſuch trades and 33 and i in ſuch 


manner and Ie to ſuch regulationt, as an be did by aten. eight thouſand 
pounds, | | 
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70 3 For cbmpfeating à convenient way,” Areer, and paſſage, from Effex bridge,” to 
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to the eſt te of - 
Dublin, five thouſand pounds. A nh 


For widening the bange leading from hr: _ Quay, hs n Quay,” Donne, one thou- 


fand pounds. 
The following general ſtate of the 3 Ribery, 8 as it ſtood on the hirtierh of 
September, in this year, according to the account of Mr. en the ri ne ee and in- 


defatigable een * it. 
5 a A e mT 4 
Capital Ska by the fociety, a AW EEG 23h 2,000 © © 
Addition made by Mr. Blake at his own riſk, being borrowed of the ſociety, | | 
on transferring two thouſand pounds of three per cent. conſolidated Ware 4 
as a ſecurity to repay ſuch loan on ſix months notice, | 1, 50 © © 
A further addition by the ſuperintendant, on the thirtieth of ane 
1763, being wanted to make good all payments to that time, — 235 15 7 
Total, 3735 15 7 
To anſwer which ſum, there is the following ſtock in hand of 'materials := 
Ninety machines, which, with the e alterations and improvements, C. s. d. 
coſt — — — | — 2,584 12 6 
Fitting up a receptacle office, and ſundry ſhops, — — 914 9 7 
Seven horſes, to carry the fifh to market, with harneſs and ſadlery, 160 3 9 
Baſkets for the machines, markets, &c. — | ets nk 129 14 3 
Scales and weights for receptacle ſhops and fea-ports, — | 48 15 4 
Coſt of a well-boat, and fitting up the ſame, — — 146 3 © 
A compleat ſet of turbot- lines, and other apparatus for two ſmacks of fixty | 
tons each, — — — — 50 19 6 
A water- cart and tubs for the receptacle, and a large lanthorn erected at 
Lyme Cob, as a guide to the fiſhing boats on that coaſt, _ 28 3 9 


— 2 — 


Beſides ſundry other utenſils in the ſhops and receptacles. 

Thus it appears, ſays Mr. Blake, that there is a ſtock in hand amounting to four thouſand 
and fifty-three pounds one ſhilling and eight-pence, to anſwer the capital of three thouſand 
feven hundred and thirty-five pounds fifteen ſhillings and feven-pence ; and to carry on the 


undertaking, in caſe the public ſhould be diſpoſed to encourage and affiſt the proſecution there- 


ſtock, on account of its being ufed, would, if it were to be ſold, fall far ſhort of its prime coſt ; 
which, it muſt be allowed, will always be the caſe whenever a buſineſs is dropped fo ſoon after 


its commencement, (and, in this particular circumſtance, it is probable would not produce . 


ſufficient to reimburſe the ſuperintendant the monies he has advanced) it may not be improper 


to obſerve, that the alteration and improvements in the machines, which were found neceſlary, 
have put them in a better ſtate than when they were firſt made.—Hence there is the greateſt 


reaſon to believe, that by an additional aid, this undertaking may be carried on in a more en- 
larged manner, and to the additional benefit of the public; who could not expect that the 
ſuperintendant, with two thouſand pounds, ſhould feed the multitudes in this metropolis, 


* | when 


: 


of by a further aid. And in regard to any objections which may be made, that the above 
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1563 when it is well known that the ſales at Billingſgate, in the courſe of a year, amount to betweew- 


two and three hundred thoufand pounds. But, nevertheleſs, he has brought upwards of two: 
hundred tons of fiſh from diſtant parts of the ſea-coaſts, which has produced nineteen thou- 
ſand fix hundred and forty-one pounds nineteen ſhillings and nine-pence halfpenny: and if it 
is allowed, as in juſtice it ought, that fuch fiſh has been ſold at leſs than half the former uſual 
prices, the public will find they have gained an advantage of nearly twenty thouſand pounds 
from this undertaking, beſides the effect it has had on the general ſale of fiſh,” which is proba- 
bly equal to more than double the above ſum ; from whence the ſuperintendant᷑ preſumes to 
think, that his endeavours have benefited 1 n to the amount of a or a eee | 
ounds. 

N That this patriotie ſeheme of the — Fiſhery, ſhould meet with the moſt ſtrenu- 
ous and artful oppoſition from a body of men whoſe wealth flowed from the monopoly it was 
intended to deſtroy, was a natural expeQation ; but that the public ſhould ſuffer a plan which 
promiſed ſuch very extenſive and ſolid advantages to the inhabitants of London to become 
abortive, is an equal matter for wonder and lamentation : but ſo it was;—the body of fiſh- 
mongers made their well known opulence the engine of carrying on their defigns, and, in 
the end, triumphed over one of the moſt beneficial and practicable projects that the patriotic 
zeal of a private individual ever ſuggeſted. 

If it were the practice of this country, as it was of ancient Rome, to We a civic crown 
on thoſe citizens, who by inventions or meaſures of public utility, have promoted the public 
welfare, —Mr. Blake would have been found worthy of that diſtinguiſhing reward. It becomes 
us, however, to record his name with all the honour which this page can beſtow upon him, 
for his public humanity in ſuggeſting, as well as for the diſintereſted and indefatigable zeal 
with which he ſuperintended the ene of E e the Aer of — and its environs 
with fiſh by land-carriage. 

As a curious article of information, and, as we conceive, perfectly anpropridte to this work, 
we ſhall give an account of the ſale, charges, and nett proceeds of the La Hermoine, a Spaniſh 


regiſter-ſhip, condemned in the high court of Admiralty of Great Britain, on the four teenth 
of September, 1762. 


| | * "Se 
By the ſale of five hundred and fifty bags of dollars to ſun- £ | 
dries, containing four hundred and ſeventy-fix thouſand five 
hundred and eighteen ounces, at A pence half- N 
penny, _ — 5 126,078 14 3 
By thirteen hundred and forty-ſix FR of dollars to ſun- | 
dries, weighing one million one hundred and ſixty- five thou- | 
fand fix hundred and fifty-two ounces, at fixty-three pence, 305,983 13 © 
October 11,—By twenty-eight bags of gold coin to the Bank | 5; 
of England, weighing twenty-two; thouſand nine hundred 
and ſeventy- four ounces three pennyweights and eighteen. - | 
grains, at ſeventy- eighit ſhillings and fix-pence, == © + | 904273 3 13 8 


Carried forward, 522,236 © 11 


— — 
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203 TORI | x -\Revught over, | N 522, 236 0 11 
Ur fout ingote ys gold, at ea various aſlays, rendered fix $0 
hundred and twenty-one ounces one pennyweight fourteen 


grains ſtandard, at ſeventy-eight ſhillings and fix-pence, _ 2,430 14 8 - 
By one ditto, as above, weighing: eleven ounces fiftcen bers 
penny weights nine grains, at ſeventy-nine ſhillings, ö; 46 11 3 


| i e Aral 5 | — — 2,484 ; 11 
By thirty- four ingots of ſilver, as above, rendered eighteen _ 3 
thouſand eight hundred and ſixty- three ounces three grains 
ſtandard, at ſixty- four pence, _ — 3.00 3 5 

By three ditto, as above, weighing five hundred and twenty?/- 
feven ounces one grain, at be pence, — 142 14 10 


— — 6.172 18 3 


"hy fix ounces ſix pennyweights two grains of m"_ zold,'s jn 100 f 
two ingots, at eighty-ſix ſhillings, — 93 
Deduct expences of parting four hundred and e 
ounces of gilt ſilver, at four-pence, | _ h 7 8/4 


By ſundry trinkets, &c. fold to ſundries, for — 424 7 7 
October 7. By four hundred and twenty-ſeven ſerons, and 
three hundred and fix bags of Guiquil cocoa, ſold at Garra- 
way's Coffee-houſe, by public ſale, in fixty lots, weighing 
together, nett one thouſand and twenty-nine hundred-weight 
fix pounds, at various prices, from one hundred and one 
- ſhillings to one hundred and nine ſhillings per cwt. 5.371 19 2 
Diſcount, two and a half per cent. — — 134 6 4 


* we 5237 12 10 


November 11.—By one thouſand one hundred and thirty- 
nine blocks of tin, ſold this day, as above, in thirty-nine 
lots, to ſundries, weighing nett one thouſand and fixty-five 
hundred-weight one quarter ſeventeen pounds, at various 
prices, from ninety-two ſhillings to one hundred ſhillings | 
per hundred-weight, and produced — 5,168 0 9 

Diſcount, two per cent. — — 129 4 0 


— — 50.038 16 9 
By eight bales of Vigonia, and one ditto of Alpagna wool, 2 55 WY | 
ſold at a public ſale, in nine lots, to ſundries, weighing nett Rt 
five hundred and forty-five pounds, from three ſhillings and oy 
one halfpenny, to ſeven ſhillings and four- pence per pound, 141 8 
By nine bolts of canvas, ſold as above, at thirty ſhillings, +44 26 
By one caſe of ſaddle-cloths, ditto, — 10 


155 8 
Diſcount, two and a half per cent. — 3 17 


0 O0 10 0 0 


151 10 4 
Carried forward, 5.40, 765 9 þ 


A Be 


1766 


* 
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| % 4. 4. d. | 4. 5. d. "= 
Wer ee 1 | Brought over, 540,765 9 6 
By ſixty-one 8 of . weighing 9 {| (> | 
hundred-weight, at fixty ſhillings, — — 1 r 514 402 © © 
By a launch belonging to the ſhip, ſold by Thomas Mayne 5 
and Co. at Gibraltar, for 3 pilteroons and one-fixth, I 
at forty-pence each, — — | 8 10 6. 
March 4, 1763.— By the ſhip Hermoine, with all her 
tackle; apparel, and furniture, guns, ſtores, &c. fold this day . d 
at public ſale, for — — 3,5010 © © 
May 16.—By a bounty bill for one hundred and a7 ,,. N as 
dated January 1763, at five pounds each, is tag 9 0 
Deduct, ſold at ſeven per cent. diſcount, L. 6117 6 = 
Brokerage, one-half per cent. LESS WG 65475; 2g 
| TP a -t- | — 62 18 6 ; 
— — 762 1 6 
Total amount, 544,648 1 6 
F 
For freight of the treaſure from Gibraltar, =_ 5,303 6 © 
For duties paid on the cargo at the Cuſtom-houſe, with | 
officers fees, and amount of the ſubſidy 1747, on the cocoa - 
not drawn back —. _ — 3,030 6 © 
For brokerage paid on ſelling the treaſure, cargo, and ſhip, 18 
For all charges of lighterage, landing, wharfage, and ware- | : 
houle rent, &c. on the cargo, &c. expences paid on the 
ſhip in Gibraltar and England, and all other contingent 
expences whatſoever, | — — 1,685 4 6 
For commiſhon on the gold and filver | | 
coin, — — {13,055 18 © 
For ditto on remaining produce of this 
prize, — — 1,120 12 © A, 
5 5 — — 14,176 100 
— — 224.942 11 6 
. Nett N 519,705 10 ©. 
Dis TRIBZVUTION of * Toregoing Near Proceeds, viz. 3 
To the admiral pad commodare, — 3 —_ $4963 3 9 
Acrivz's SHARE. 
To the captain, — — 65,053 3 
To three commiſſioned officers, at — 45 13,004 14 1 each 39,014 2 3 
To eight warrant ditto, = — 4.336 3 2 — 34,689 5 4 
To twenty petty ditto, — = 1,806 10 10 — 36,130 17 8 
To one hundred and eight ſeamen, &c, o 


» 


Carricd forward, 


485 5 44— 76,132 13 


315,983 15 9 


— 


= 
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on. , | * 5. Pn * | ' FE N 5 4 ; | L. | J. 4. 
ec: „ li d n Brought over, 31 57983 15.9 
| Erovaera's Suna K. | 
To the captain, | — 7 64,872 13 9 
To two commiſſioned officers, e Mb 12,974 10 9 each 25,949 1 6 
To ſeven warrant ditto, Om. 4.324 16 11-—— 30,273 8 5 
To ſixteen petty ditto, — p — — 1,802 0 4 — 28,832 6 3 
To one hundred and ten ſeamen, &c. — 484 2 5 — 53,283 14 4 


2 —— — 
* 


— 10 0 


feä0ͤä—ꝗͥͤ• 2 — 


The Active being entitled to the whole bounty money, occaſions the difference in the ſhares 
between the two ſhips. 
At this period, a recapitulation of the different annual ſupplies which have been granted by 
Parliament, to ſupport the feveral wars that have been carried on ſince the Revolution, will, 
ve truſt, be conſidered as an article of neceſſary and connecting information. 


King WILLIAM III. | King GEorGE II. 
Annual Supply. * per Ann. Annual Supply, Medium per Ann. 
© 1. L. 4 
1693— 4.017,79 6 1740 —3, 874, 076 1 | 6 
a694——5,539,087 | . 1741——5,006,0990 ⁊ 
1695—5,036,439 f $105,505 | 1742—59723537 | 
_ nbgb——5,539,853 [ 1743——5-912,383 
16979 —5,395078 J | 1744—— 6,243,538 C 6,651,013 
, — 1745 — 6, 562, 0 22 
* Total, 25,527, 527 174697, 088, 354 
— — 1749, 389, 196 


BD | DEX 1748.— 10,059,094 _ 


who — 


Queen ANNE. | he Total, 59,859,119 
L. * 
1702 — 3, 551, 49 
1703—3,535,457 
'Y 1704——4,C05,309 K. GEORGE II. and III. 
0 þ 1705——4, 570, 488 | L. 5 
| 1706——5,075,701 | „„. 
175.942.381 f 6,369,621 1757/— 8, 350, 320 
10 17085. 926,849 15358— 10,486,457 
4 5 1999+—0,563,138 | | 17 59— 12,701,310 * 13,229,376 
17105, 425,268 1760— 15, 503, 563 
il 4 $2503, 503 
| 1711—5, 789, 169 1761— 19,619,119 
i} eee | |  1762— 18,655,950 | 
— —̃ — — —— — " 
| Total, $9,065,834 Total, 92,605,636 
| SUPPLIES 


er THE, ORIGIN, OB COMMERCE, _ "UF: 


SUPPLIES granted by. Parhament for the Service of the Year 1763. 
DECEMBER 2. bs 4 „ > 


| | 


1763 I. That thirty thouſand men be employed for the ſea ſervice for 1763, 


including four thouſand two hundred and eighty-ſeyen mariners. 
II. That a ſum not exceeding four pounds per man per month, be al- 
lowed for maintaining them, for thirteen months, including ordnance 
for ſea ſervice, — — — — 1,560,000 © o 


— — — —— _ g — 


FEBRUARY 3 
For defraying the extraordinary expences of his Majeſty's land forces, 
and other ſervices incurred, from the twenty- fifth of December 1761, to 


the thirty-firſt of October 1962, 8 days incluſive, and not provided 


for by Parliament, — — — 1,588,750 15 5 
1. For the ordinary of the navy, igeuging half pay to ſea and marine 

officers for 1763. — — — 380,661 3 11 
II. For compleating the works of the hoſpitals for fick and wounded 

ſeamen, building near Plymouth, — — — 35000 o © 


III. Upon account, to be applied by the commiſſioners, or governors, 
of Greenwich Hoſpital, for the ſupport and relief of ſeamen, worn out, 
and become decrepit in the ſervice of their country, who ſhall not be | 
provided for within the ſaid hoſpital, — — 10,000 © © 
IV. That proviſion be made, for enabling his Majeſty to fatisfy all | 
the bills payable in courſe of the navy and viQualling offices, and for 
tranſports, which were made out on, or before, the thirty-firſt of De- | 
cember 1762, amounting to the ſum of — — 3,075,316 © 3 


— — — ng — 


FEBRUARY 14. 
T hat proviſions be made for enabling his Majeſty to ſatisfy all the de- 
bentures, payable out of his Majeſty's office of ordnance, which were 
dated on, or before, the thirty-firſt of December laſt, and remain undiſ- | 
charged, amounting to the ſum of — — — 595,423 2 5 


— — 


FEBRUARY 17. 
Towards enabling the commiſſioners for putting in execution, an act 
made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, entitled, An AQ for paving Weſt- 
minſter Streets, & c. more effectually to perform the truſts repoſed in 
them, — — — — 5,000 O o 
FEBRUARY 24. — — 
J. Te 3 his Majeſty to diſcharge the like ſum, raiſed in purſu- 
ance of an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, and charged upon 
the firſt aids or ſupplies to be granted in this ſeſſion, — 1,000,000 © o 


— 


Carried over 1,000,000 © © 
Vor. IV. . II. Towards 


n 


4 
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A. 5. a | . bo 8 8 7 4 # 
1763 . | : 3 i | | 1 \ \ , | N * * , * | N * | 4. 25 * d. | 
| | Brought over, 1, ooo, ooo © © 
.. Towards the buildings, rebuildings, and repairs of his Majeſty' 3 
ſhips for 1763, ' —— — —— 2 10, oo o '© * 


& - - » — 


| | | 1, 100,00 ©. © 
FEBRUARY 288 — — — 
For defraying the extraordinary expence of his Majeſty's land forces, 3 
and other ſervices incurred, from the firſt of November 1762, to the 
nineteenth of February 763, and not provided for by Parliament, 951,249 © 6 


MARCH r. 

For defraying the charge of two thouſand one hundred and they 

Horſe, and nine thouſand nine hundred foot, together with the general 

and ſtaff officers, the officers of the hoſpital, and officers and others be- 

longing to the train of artillery, the troops of the Landgrave of Heſſe 

Caſſel, in the pay of Great Britain, for ninety days, from the twenty- 

fifth of December 1762, to the twenty-fourth of March 1763, both days 

incluſive, together with the ſubſidies, purſuant to treaty, — 85,158 14 83 
II. For defraying the charge of an additional corps of nine hundred . 

and twenty horſe and ſix thouſand and ſeventy-two foot, together with 

the general and ſtaff officers, the officers of the hoſpital, and officers and 

others belonging to the train of artillery, the troops of the Landgrave of 

Heſſe Caſſel, in the pay of Great Britain, for three hundred and twenty- 

eight days, from the firſt of January 1763, to the twenty-fourth of No- 

vember following, both days incluſive, purſuant to treaty, — 87,690 18 64 
ITE. For defraying the charge of an augmentation to the troops of the 

Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, in the pay of Great Britain, conſiſting of ſix 

hundred and fifty-fix horſe, and two thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty- 

fix foot, for three hundred and thirty-five days, from the twenty-fifth of 

December 1762, to the twenty-fourth of November 1763, both days in- 

cluſive, purſuant to treaty, — — — 45,420 16 63 
IV. For defraying the charge of one thouſand four hundred and forty- | 

four cavalry, and two thouſand three hundred and thirty infantry, the 

troops of the reigning Duke of Brunſwick, in the pay of Great Britain, 

for eighty-fix days, from the twenty-fifth of December 1762, to the 

twentieth of March 1763, both days incluſive, together with the ſubſi- 

dies for the ſaid time, purſuant to treaties, — — 49,308 1 1 
V. To make good a deficiency in the ſum voted laſt ſeſſion, for the pay 

of an augmentation of the troops of the reigning Duke of Brunſwick, | 

for 1762, — — — — 4.328 8 5 
VI. For the charge of the office of ordnance for land ſervice, for 1703, 204, 329 0 © 


— 


470,235 19 35+ 


MARCH 


0 r ORIGIN OP co MENGE. 


| MARC H 7. 
IL. To enable his. Majeſty to pay off, and diſcharge, the Exchequer 


8 5 


bills made out by virtue of an act of laſt ſeſſion, entitled, An Act for : 


enabling his Majeſty to raiſe a certain Sum, &c. and charged upon the 
firſt aids, or ſupplies, to be granted in this ſeſſion, — 
II. For defraying the charge of fifty-fix thouſand three hundred and 


- .. ſixty effective men, for guards and garriſons, and other his Majeſty's land 


forces in Great Britain, Guernſey, and Jerſey, including thoſe in Ger- 
many, Portugal, and Belleiſle, for one hundred and twenty-one days, 
 from-the-twenty-fifth of December 1762, to the twenty-fourth of April 

1763, both days inclufive, according to their n eſtabliſhment, and 
for reducing their numbers, — — — 


III. For maintaining his Majeſty's forts and e in che Planta- 


tions, Gibraltar, Gaudeloupe, Africa, Martinico, and the Havannah, 
and for proviſions for the garriſons in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 


Gibraltar, Providence, Quebec, Gaudeloupe, Senegal, and Goree, for 


one hundred and twenty-one days, from the twenty- fifth of December 
1762, to the twenty-fourth of April 1763, both days incluſive, according 
to their preſent eſtabliſhment, and for reducing their numbers, 

IV. For defraying the charge of four regiments of foot, ſerving in the 


* 34 * N 19 | 


M's 


1,500,000 © © 


485,317 2 10 


278,893 11 © 


Eaſt Indies, for three hundred and fixty-five days, from the twenty-fiftl 


of December 1762, to the twenty- fifth of December 1703, both days 
incluſive, — — — — 

V. For defraying the charge of two regiments of horſe, ſerving in 
Germany, and four regiments of foot, ſerving in North America, on 
the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, for one hundred and twenty-one days, from the 
twenty-fifth of December 1762, to the twenty-fourth of April 1763, 


both days incluſive, — — — _—_ 
VI. For the pay of the general and general ſtaff officers, i in Great Bei 
tain, for 1763, — — 3 11 


VII. That a number of land forces, nne two thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty-three invalids, amounting to ſeventeen thouſand five 
hundred and twenty-ſix effective men, commiſſioned and non-commil- 
ſioned officers included, be employed for 1763. 

VIII. For defraying the charge of. the ſaid number of land forces in 
Great Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey, ſrom the twenty-fifth of April 1763, 
to the twenty-fourth of December following, both days incluſive, being 
two hundred and forty-four days, — _ = 

IX. For maintaining his Majeſty's forces and garriſons i in the Planta- 
tions, including thoſe in garriſon at Minorca and Gibraltar, and for pro- 
viſions for the garriſons in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Gibraltar, 
Quebec, and Senegal, for two hundred and forty-four days, from the 


71,381 16 8 


16, 438 8 


11,291 8 62 


408,372 13 4 


Carried over, 


— 


2,771,694 19 47 


Ca 


— 


twenty- 


— 
— 
9 
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£: . 
Brought over, 2,771,794 19 47 
ewenty-fifch of April 708 to the cee. of December following, | oF 
both days incluſive, — | ; — fy 24 281,981 3 6 
3-053-476 2 10% 
N MARCH io. — mms 


For defraying the charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia, for 
one year, beginning the twenty- fifth of March 1763, _ 


MARCH 15. — — rn 


I. To enable his Majeſty to compleat the payment of two hundred and 


twenty thouſand pounds, as a reaſonable ſuccour in money, to the Land- 


grave of Heſſe Caſſel, purſuant to treaty, — — 

II. To make good the deficiency of the half- ſubſidies of tonnage and 
poundage, charged with the payment of ſeveral annuities, by the acts 
made in the ſixth of Queen Anne, and the fixth of King George 1. to 
ſatisfy all annuities charged thereupon, to the fifth of January 1963, 


III. To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame, / 


to make good the deficiency on the fifth of July 1762, of the ſeveral rates 
and duties upon offices and penſions, and upon houſes, and upon win- 
dows or lights, which were made a fund by an act of the thirty-firſt of 
George II. for paying annuities at the Bank of England, in reſpe& of 
five millions borrowed toward the ſupply for 1758, — 

IV. To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the fame, 
to make good the deficiency on the fifth of January 1762, of the additi- 
onal duty upon ſtrong beer and ale, to anſwer and pay the ſeveral an- 
nuities of three pounds per cent. and one pound two ſhillings and ſix- 
pence per cent. on one million one hundred and forty thouſand pounds, 
part of twelve millions borrowed towards the ſupply granted by an act of 
the firſt of George III. for 1761, _ = — 

V. Upon account, towards enabling the governors and guardians of 
the Foundling Hoſpital, to maintain and educate ſuch children as were 
received into the ſaid Hoſpital, on, or before the twenty-fifth of March 
1760, from the thirty-firſt of December 1762, excluſive, to the thirty- 
firſt of December incluſive, and that the ſaid ſum be iſſued and paid for 
the uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital, without fee or reward, or any deduction 
whatfoever, — — — — 

VI. Upon account for defraying the charges incurred, by ſupporting 


and maintaining the ſettlement of Nova Scotia in 1760, and not provided 


for by Parliament, — FRI 72 Ds 
VII. Upon account, for maintaining and ſupporting the civil eſta- 
bliſhment of Nova Scotia for 1763, — — 


48,891 14 11 


26,5710 © © 


40,050 o 


4.589 13 114 


5,674. I IO 


Carried over, 


— 


225,473 12 24 


VIII. upon 


I? 
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Brought over, 


VIII. Upon! account, for "EAR the charges of the civil 'eftabliſh- 


ment of Georgia, and other incidental expences attending the ſame, from 


i. th © 


*, 
1 


4. N d. | 
225,473 12 27 


the twenty-fourth of June 1762, to the twenty-fourth of June 1763, 


MARCH 15. 368.1224: be ln 


I. Upon account, to enable his Majefty to give a proper compenſation 
to the reſpective provinces in North America, for the expences incurred 
by them in the levying, cloathing, and pay, of the troops raiſed by the 
ſame, according as the active vigour, and ſtrenuous efforts, of the re- 
ſpective provinces ſhall be thought, by his Majeſty, to merit, 

II. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 1762 — 

III. To be employed in maintaining and fupporting the fort at Ana- 
maboo, and the other Britiſh forts and ſettlements upon the coaſt of 
Africa, _ — * 

IV. For the paying of n to the widows of ſuch Ty officers 
of the land forces and marines, as died upon the eftabliſhment of half pay 
in Great Britain, and who were married to them before the twentyfifth 
of December 1716, for 1763, — — 

V. Upon account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty s land forces 
and marines, for 1763, — — — 

VI. Upon account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces 
already diſbanded, and ſuch as are to be diſbanded, for 1763, 

VII. For defraying the charge for allowances to the ſeveral officers and 
private gentlemen of the two troops of horſe guards, and regiment of 
horſe reduced, and to the fuperannuated gentlemen of the four troops of 
horſe guards, for 1763, _ — — 


VIII. To be paid as a reward to John Harriſon, upon a proper diſ- 
covery to be made by him, for the uſe of the public, of the principles 


upon which his inſtrument, for meaſuring time at ſea, is conſtructed, 
and that the ſaid ſum be applied for the purpoſe aforeſaid, out of any 
money unapplied to the uſe of the navy, in the hands of the Treaſurer 
of the navy, _ _ _ — 


1,742 0 
33.351 17 


88,704 3 


2,910 1 


$,000 © 


285,192 18 


MARCH 19. _ 


I. To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum which has been iſſued by 
his Majeſty's orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of this Houſe, | 
II. Upon account, for out-penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, 1763, 


6,410 5 
$1,708 13 4 


03. 


— 
3 


—— 


58,118 19 24 


8 


Sum total of the ſupplies granted in this ſeſſion, — 
2 


- 


— 


13,522,039 14 4x 
And 
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= 3 Andi in onler to provide for this large ſum of money, the following re- £; $6 4. a 
Fa folations, of the committee of- ways. cod means were r to by the 5 
Houſe on the une, 3 3 1 
"DECEMBER. . n 491088271 
That towards > the mls granted to his Majeſty, the n Farne 
2 malt, &c. be further continued from the twenty -third of Jene 1763, to | 
the twenty-fourth of June 1764, — — | 150,000 o © 


—_——_R—— — 


— — 


8 D ECE M B E R 9.5 
That a land 8 * four ſhillings in the pound be raiſed, in x the uſuall 
manner, for one e from the ra A of March 1763. 73 20. 8 84 10 11 


F E B R J R ＋ * 
That all perſons intereſted in, or entitled unto, any bills, payable in 
courſe of the navy, or victualling offices, or for tranſports, which were 
made out on, or before, the thirty - firſt day of December laſt, who ſhall, 
on, or before the twenty-fifth day of March next, carry the ſame (after 
having had the intereſt due thereupon. computed, and marked upon the 
ſaid bills, at the navy or victualling office reſpectively) to the Treaſurer 
N of his Majeſty's navy, to be marked and certified by him or his paymaſter 
if and caſhiers, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, 
| ſhall be entitled unto, and have, an annuity, transferable at the Bank of 
"nn | England, for the principal and intereſt due on the bills, after the rate of 
00 four pounds per cent. per annum, to commence from the twenty-fifth 
10 day of March next, payable half yearly, in lieu of all other intereſt, until 
| redeemed by Parliament, the ſaid annuities to be charged upon the ſink- 
1 ing fund, and the ſums, which ſhall be iſſued out of the ſinking fund, 
for payment of the ſaid annuities, to be from time to time replaced out 
| 


i | | - of the next aids to be granted by Parliament, — 3,468,977 3 2 
NN | POD | | — rn 
1 FEBRUARY 17. 

That all perſons mtereſted in, or entitled unto, any debentures pay- 
able out of his Majeſty” s office of ordnance, which were dated on, or be- 
fore the thirty-firſt: day of December laſt, who ſhall, on, or before, the 
twenty-fifth day of March next, carry the ſame to the Treaſurer of his 
Majeſty's ordnance, to be certified by him, or his deputy or caſhier, to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, ſhall be entitled 
unto, and have, an annuity transferable at the Bank of England, for the 
ſums due on the ſaid debentures, after the rate of four pounds per cent. 
per annum, to commence from the twenty-fafth day of March next, pay- 
able half yearly until redeemed by Parliament, the ſaid annuities to be 

charged upon the ſinking fund, and the ſums which ſhall be iſſued out 
of the ſinking fund for payment of the ſaid annuities, to be, from time to 
time, replaced out of the next aids to be granted by Parliament, 595,423 2 5 


3 * 


— 


MARCH 


I. T hat there be eniſea 4 in manner following: that is to ſay, the tum of | 


two millions eight hundred thouſand pounds by annuities, after the rate 


of four pounds per cent. per annum, transferable at the Bank of Eng- 
land, and redeemable by Parliament, and the ſum of ſeven hundred thou- 


ſand pounds by two lotteries, to be drawn at different times in the year 


1563, each lottery to conſiſt of thirty-five thouſand tickets, and every 
blank to be of the value of five pounds, the blanks and prizes to be at- 
tended with the like four per cent. transferable and redeemable annuities, 


the ſaid ſeveral annuities to commence from the fifth day of April 1763, 


and to be payable half yearly-on the tenth day of October, and the fifth 
day of April in every year, and that every contributor towards the ſaid 
ſum of two millions eight hundred thouſand pounds, ſhall, for every 
eighty pounds ſo contributed, be entitled to receive a ticket in each 


of the ſaid lotteries, upon the payment of ten pounds for each ticket; 


and that every contributor ſhall, on, or before, the fifteenth day of this 
inſtant March, make a depoſit with the caſhiers of the Bank of England, 


of twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. in part of the ſum or ſums to be 


contributed by him towards the ſaid fum of two millions eight hundred 
thouſand pounds, and alſo a depoſit of ten pounds per cent. in part of the 


monies to be contributed by him in reſpe& of each lottery, as a ſecurity + 


for making the future payments reſpectively, on or before the times 
herein after limited: that is to ſay, 


On the two millions eight hundred thouſand pounds. 


Twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. on, or before, the tenth day of 


May next. 

Twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. on, or before, the ſixteenth day 
of June next. 

Twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. on, or before, the twenty-firſt 
day of July next. 


Twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. on, or before, the thirtieth day - , 


of Auguſt next. 


Twelve pounds ten n per cent. on, or before, the fwenty<lcventh 
day of September next. 


Twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. on, or before, the twenty-firſt 


day of October next. 


Twelve pounds ten ſhillings per cent. on, or before, the twenty- 
fourth day of November next. _ | 


On the lotteries for ſeven hundred thouſand pounds. 


Ninety pounds per cent. on, or before, the thirty firſt day of April | 


next, for compleating the payment upon the firſt lottery. 

Ninety pounds per cent. on, or before, the eleventh day of Oftober 
next, for compleating the payment upon the ſecond lottery. 

Which ſeveral ſums ſo received, ſhall, by the ſaid caſhiers, be paid 
into the receipt of his Majeſty's exchequer, to be applied, from time to 
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1763 time, 10 ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been voted by this Houſe, in 


this ſeſſion of Parliament, and not otherwiſe; and, that every contributor, 


who ſhall pay in the whole of his contribution on account of his ſhare 


in the annuities. attending the ſaid, ſum of two millions eight hundred 


thouſand pounds, at any time, on, or before, the eighteenth day of Oc- 


tober next, or on account of his ſhare in the firſt lottery, on, or before, 


the twentieth day of April next, or on account of his ſhare in the ſecond 


lottery, on, or before, the tenth day of October next, ſhall be allowed a 
diſcount after the rate of three pounds per cent, per annum, on the ſum 
ſo completing his contribution reſpectively, to be. computed from the 
day of compleating ſuch contribution, to the twenty-fourth day of No- 
vember next, in reſpect of the ſum paid on account of the firſt mention - 
ed annuities, and to the twenty-firſt day of April next, in reſpect of the 


$4 
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ſum paid on account of the firſt lottery; and to the eleventh day of Oc- 


tober next, in reſpect of the fum paid on account of the ſecond lottery, 


3,590,000 © © 


II. That an additional duty of eight pounds per ton be laid upon all 
French wines, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, 

III. That the ſaid annuities and lotteries be charged upon the ſaid * 
ditional duties upon wine, for which the ſinking fund ſhall be the colla- 
teral ſecurity. 


MARC H 14. 


I. That a duty of four ſhillings per hogſhead be laid upon allcyder and 


perry made within this kingdom, over and above all other dutics now 
payable for cyder or perry, to be paid by the maker thereof, 

II. That a duty of two pounds per ton be laid upon all cyder and perry 
imported into this kingdom. 

III. That the ſaid duties upon cyder and perry be charged, together 


with the duties upon wines granted in this ſeſſion, with the payment of 


the annuities mentioned in a reſolution of this Houſe, of the eighth of 
this inſtant March. 
MARCH 19. 

I. That there be iſſued and applied out of ſuch monies as ſhall or may 
ariſe of the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes, or overplus monies, and other revenues, 
compoſing the finking fund, the ſum of — — 

II. That there be iſſued and applied the money remaining in the re- 
ceipt of the Exchequer, being the ſurplus of the ſeveral duties upon beer 
and ale, granted by an act of the firſt of his Majeſty's reign, after ſatis- 
fying all charges and incumbrances thereupon, to the fifth of January 


1763, amounting to the ſum of — * 


III. That there be iſſued and applied ſuch part of a ſum of twenty 
thouſand pounds, granted to his Majeſty in the laſt ſeſſion, upon account, 


— "OO" I" I „ — 


2,000,000 © © 


47,120 9 6 


— — * — 


Carried over, 


** > 


"8474120 9 6 
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Destin over, 


wool defraying the charge of the pay of the militia of that part of Great 


2,047,120 9 6 


Britain called England, when unembodied, and of the cloathing of the 


part of the ſaid militia then unembodied, for one year, beginning the 


rwenty-fifth of March 1762, as ſhall remain in the A of the Exche- | 


quer, after the ſaid charges are ſatisfied. 

IV. That there be raiſed by loans or exchequer bills to be charged up- 
on the firſt aids to be granted in the next ſeſſion; and ſuch exchequer 
bills, if not diſcharged, with intereſt thereupon, on, or before the fifth 


of April 1764, to be exchanged, and received in payment in ſuch manner 


as exchequer bills have uſually been exchanged and received in payment, 


M————— 


1,800,000 © © 
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3,847,120 9 6 


That an act, made in the ſixth year of his late Majeſty King George 
II. entitled, An Act for the better ſecuring and encouraging the Trade 


to his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in America; which was to continue in 


force for five years, to be computed from the twenty-fourth day of June 
1733, and to the end of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, and which, 
by ſeveral ſubſequent acts, made in the eleventh, nineteenth, twenty · 
fixth, twenty-ninth, and thirty-firſt years of the reign of his ſaid late 


Majeſty, and an act, made in the firſt year of the reign of his preſent 


Majeſty, was further continued until the twenty-ninth day-of September 
1763, and from thence to the end of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, 
be further continued, with amendments, until the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember 1764, and from thence to the end of the then next ſeſſion of Par- 
liament, 

That an act, made in the twenty-firſt year 100 the reign of his late Ma- 


jeſty King George II. entitled, An Act for encouraging the making of 


Indigo in the Britiſh plantations in America; which was to continue in 


force for ſeven years, from the twenty - fifth of March 1749, and from ' 


an act, made in the twenty-eighth year of the reign of his ſaid late Ma- 


thence to the end of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, and which, by 


jeſty, was further continued until the twenty-fifth of March 1763, and 


from thence to the end of the then next ſeſſion of Parliament, be further 
continued, with amendments, until the twenty-fifth of March 1770, and 
from thence to the end of the then next ſeflion of Parliament. 

Total ſum provided for by this ſeſhon, | 


14,199.37 e16 8 


Proviſions exceed the grants in the ſum of 


577-335 I 7 


8 


Beſides what may ariſe from the ſaid third reſolutioh of the-committee of ways and means 
agreed-to on the nineteenth of March; therefore ſome of the grants, or proviſions, made by 


this ſeſſion, muſt be extremely deficient, if it ſhould be found neceſſary hereafter to grant any 


thing for-making good the deficiency of the grants for 1763. 
Vor. IV. D 
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v. 
1763 The debt of his ien $ navy, as It ſtood on the thirty-firſt of © 1762, was as 


| Collins, via. 171977810 * of Sc \d: 
Wear and tear, ordinary and mogen, lt r 3.034.304 1 5 
Seamens wages, 1445 „„ oa boi cr —_— 35223529715 2 
Victualling debt, — — „ 1.329,31 9 3 
Sick and wounded, Ar. — — 43 TGT 41658 18 5 

hs Py P | Total, 9,700,644 I 3 
From whence deducting the money in the trea - | : 

ſarer's hands, — — 503,616 15 37 bc 
As alſo the money that remained to come in of the | en 6 15 

ſupplies of the year, — — 1,267,900 10 10 | 

The debt will then be, 5,929, 124 15 1+ 


Y —— 
— — o 
* 2 
* 


9 


An account of all the public debts, at the receipt of the Exchequer, ſtanding out at the fifth 
of January, 1703, with the annual intereſt or other charges payable for the ſame. 


| ExCHEQVUER, Principal debt. Annual intereſt, &c. 

Annuities for long terms, being the remainder of . 422 4 
the original ſum contributed and unſubſcribed to | 
the South Sea Company, — * 

Ditto for two lives, with the benefit of ſurvivor- 
ſhip, being the original ſum contributed, 

Ditto for two and three lives, being the ſum re- 
maining after what is fallen in by deaths, 

Exchequer bills made out for intereſt of old debts, 

Note, — The land taxes and duties on malt, being 

annual grants, are not charged in this account, 
nor the one million charged on the deductions 
of fix-pence per pound on penſions, nor the 
one million five hundred thouſand pounds to- * 
wards paying off the navy debt, &c. in 1762, 
nor the ſum of one million charged on the 
ſupplics of the year 1763. 
EasT INDIA Company, 

By two acts of Parliament, of the ninth of Wil- 
liam III. and two other acts of the fixth and ninth 
of Anne, at three pounds per cent. per annum, 

Annuities at three pounds per cent. of 1744. 
charged on the ſurplus of the additional duties on 
low wines, ſpirits, and ſtrong waters, 


1,836,275 17 10} 136,453 12 8 


108,100 © © 7,567 0 0 


75,505 14 103 


9,155 12 © 
2,200 o P 


97,285 14 4 


1,000,000 0 © 


— — — 


30.401 15 8 
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6,222,081. 12 uo 
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4 Brought over, 

Bae OF  Exot AND. 

On their original fund at three pounds per cent. 
from the firſt of Auguſt, 1743. —— 


George I. — — 3 
Purchaſed of the South Sea 8 


of the funds for lottery 1714, — 


Ditto at three per cent. char- 
ged on the duties on offices and 
penſions, &c. by the 2 p̃th Geo. II. Foo, ooo © © 

Ditto at three per cent. char- 
ged on the additional duty on 
ſtrong beer and ale, by the 1ſt 
of George III. _ 


fund by the 25th of George II. — 

Ditto at three and a half per cent. charged on the 
ſame fund by the agth of George II. ——_——— 
Ditto at three and a half per cent, charged on the 


Ditto at four per cent. charged on the — 

fund, by the act of the 2d of George III. 

The ſubſcribers of one hundred pounds to the lot- 
tery of 1745, were allowed an annuity for one 
life of nine ſhillings a ticket, which amounted to 
twenty-two thouſand five hundred pounds, but 


thouſand three hundred and fifty-four pounds ; 
and the ſubſcribers of one hundred pounds to the 
lottery of 1746, were allowed an annuity for one 
life of eighteen ſhillings a ticket, which amounted 


Annuities at three per cent, charged on the ſurplus 


For cancelling Exchequer bills of the third of 


Ditto at three per cent. charged on the duties on 


4 


Principal debt. 
| «Hy 12 97T 


1, 250, 00 © 


coals ſince Lady-day, 1719, — 1,750,000 o 
Ditto at three per cent. in 1746, charged on the 

the duties on licences for retailing ſpirituous 2 oy 

ſince Lady-day, 1746, — 986, 800 © 
Ditto at three per cent. char- I 

ged on the ſinking fund by the © 

25th, 28th, 29th, 32d, and 33d | 

of George II. = 21,129,881 5 1-1] 


> 33,629,821 5 


duties on offices and penſions, by the 31ſt of Geo. II. 


is now reduced by lives fallen in, to eighteen . 


12,000,000 © © 
Ditto at three per cent. charged on the ſinking 


17,701, 323 16 
1,500,000 o 
4, $00,000 © 


20,240,000 © 
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Annual intereſt, &c. 


280,863 14 


14 1,027,588 5 8 


4 


Oo 


O 


160031 5 


840,96 14 


83.343 15 


820,985 © 


O 


0 


95,478,026 14 24 3, 240, 310 17 9 
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A. D. | 
N ODER FD OT] Principal Abt. Annual Intereſt, bee, 
| r Brought over, . e ral . 24 3-240,310 17 97 
to ovation thouſand Soda but is now redu- 
ced by lives fallen in, to thirty-ſeven' thouſand 
two hundred and ninety- eight pounds ten ſhil- * > la Hot 
lings; and the ſubſcribers for one hundred pounds © © 
for three per cent. annuities of 1757, were allowed 
an annuity for one life of one pound two ſhillings 
and ſix-pence, which amounted to thirty-three 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty pounds, but- is 
now reduced by lives fallen in, to thirty-two | 
thouſand five hundred and eighty-five pounds 
feventeen ſhillings and fix-pence ; and the ſub- 
ſcribers of one hundred pounds for three per cent. 
annuities of 1761, were allowed an annuity for 
ninety-nine years of one pound two ſhillings and 
fix-pence, amounting, with the charges of ma- 
nagement, to the Bank of England, to one hun- 
dred and thirty thouſand and fifty-three pounds 
ten ſhillings and three-pence; which annuities 
are an increaſe of the annual intereſt, but cannot 
be added to the public debt, as no money was ad- 
vanced for the fame: and the contributors to 
twelve millions, for the ſervice of the year 1762, 
were entitled to an annuity of one per cent. per 
annum, to continue for ninety-eight years, and 
then to ceaſe ; which, with the charges of manage- 
ment to-the Bank of England, amount to the ſum 
of one hundred and twenty-one thouſand fix 
hundred and eighty-ſeven pounds ten ſhillings, | 309,979 7. 9 
SOUTH SEA COMPANY» 
On their capital ſtock and annuities of the ninth : 
of George I. — — 25,025,309 13 111 765,326 3 1+ 
Annuities at three pound per cent. of 1751, char - | | 


— —— 


ged on the ſinking fund, — 2,100,000 o © 64. 181 5 © 


Total, 122,603,336 8.25 4.379979) 13 I 


—— 


3 to the bills of mortality of London for this year, the chriſtenings and burials were 
as follows : 


Chriſtened, Males, — 7.761 . Males, — 3,147 
F emales, "_ 7,372 2 Females, — 12, 996 
In all, 15,133 | In all, 26,143 
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10 The general hiſtorian would be induced, in this place, to exerciſe the pleaſing power of re- ; | 


capitulatory obſervation.——He would, as it were, officially enumerate the leading events of the 
late important period, direct the attention of his reader to their immediate contingencies, and 


perhaps take a prophetic flight into the region of futurity, and bring their more remote conſe- 


quences to his confideration, A comparative view. of the different nations who had lately 
formed thoſe grand alliances, beneath whoſe powerful ſtruggles all Europe trembled, from the 
commencement of the war, to the concluſion of peace, would occupy his attention, and em- 
ploy his pen. As a Briton, he would trace, with no common. ardour, the eareer of Britiſh - 
glory in every quarter of the globe, and dwell with the moſt exulting triumph on the puniſhed 
perfidy and blaſted ambition of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

But though we may feel all the glowing enthufiaſm with which the remembrance of ſuch a 
glorious period muſt naturally inſpire every patriotic boſom, we muſt content ourſelyes with 
fulflling the duty aſſigned us to perform, and perſevere in that path which is traced out for 
us. The plume of glory, and the laurel of victory, muſt yield, in our page, to the horn of 
plenty, which is the offspring of commerce. It is our office to trace public proſperity through 
the exertions of national induſtry, directed by commercial genius, inſtead of n for it in 
the more ſtriking, but leſs happy progreſs. of war and conqueſt. 

We may however obſerve, that peace now extended itſelf over every part of . and 
the late belligerent nations began to conſider of the different means they reſpectively poſſeſſed 
of healing the wounds they had received during the late war. To the north, Ruſſia ſettled, 
in the moſt amicable manner, her diſpute with Denmark concerning the dutchy of Holſtein ; 
and, to. the ſouth, the King of Sardinia obtained a confirmation of that part of the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle, which eſtabliſhed his reverſionary title to Placentia, on failure of the male 
line of the Infant Don Philip, or in caſe that Prince or his iſſue ſhould ſucceed to. the crowns 
of his family. 

The Corficans, indeed, muſt form a little hoſtile groupe in our pickure of peace ; hey were 
ſtill ſtruggling for their liberties againſt their tyrannic maſters, the Genoeſe ;—and we cannot 
help remarking in this place, the . which will * us to record in another,. — that 
they ſtruggled in vain. 

The ſucceſſes of the late war had now added a large extent of territory to the Britiſh empire; 
and the national trade conſequently poſſeſſed a variety of new objects, and claimed many addi- 
tional regulations, to direct that internal energy with which an unparalleled ſeries of ſucceſſes 
ſeemed to have inſpired it. This, therefore, may be conſidered as an important epocha in the 
commerce of our country; and as that compact, refiſtleſs, union of its parts began very ſoon to 
diſcover ſymptoms of ſeparation, we ſhall now offer, as an intereſting and very important part 
of commercial hiſtory, a regular ſtatement of every fifth year of the imports and exports of the 
trade of Great Britain, during the courſe of the current century to the year 1763 ; as a kind of 
ſcale, by which the progreſs of our national trade _ be (arty meaſured, "ne its variations 
generally compared. 

The following Tables, which contain this uſeful and ready 1 are taken from the 
annual accounts given in to the Houſe of Commons; and may, therefore, be preſumed to poſ- 


_ Jeſs all the accuracy which official care could beſtow upon them. 
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TMPORTS and EXPORT 8, From Ont 19TWAs Poo, to OmatTbia= 1701. 


” 


2 


wr. ar Countries,” n Nene — 28575 | Exports. 
28 K on 21 T0 F IG n Tt 26 2 1 : 5 gh 11 1:8; 
ad W 222,074 by 8. 133,99 2 
PPP 40,735 10 9 
Denmark and Norway, — $8,993 9 102 44;605 8 1+ 
Eaſt Country, 2 167,382 4 10 149,644 16 6 
* "Eaſt India — 762,188 75 3 122,048 '1 5 
Flanders,” © 2 6, 0 2 270,64 6 6% 
France, — — 123,940 — 9 212,08 7 14 
Germany, W — 729,097 18 97 1,005,304 5 6 
Holland, — — 521,257 16 — 2,198,569 8 —4 
Ireland, — — 285,390 18 14 296,144 7 71 
Italy. — — 384,937 10 —?} t35;202 4 7 
Madeiras, — — 1,614 8 10% 11,444 17 
Newfoundland, — 19,696 18 22 9,156 6 5+ 
Portugal, — _ 206,924 6 4+ 277,109 4 10 
Rufha, _ — 90, 58113 2+ 69,201 10 42 
Scotland, — — 73,988 18 117 56,802 2 2 
Spain, e 532,59 1 1 10 430,315 4 91 
Streights, — — — 389,167 16 2% 
Sweden, — 190,509 18 57 10,806 19 2: 
Turkey, — — 386,611 2 9 239,102 12 8 
Venice, — — 56,801 9 64 65,401 12 44 
Alderney, — — 718 — 22 40 13 — 
Guernſey, — 7,834 16 — 9,681 19 2 
- Jerſey, — — 12,888 5 57 8,516 12 42 
Antigua, — — 82,110 6 9 27,963 13 10 
Barbadoes, — — 280,678 4 37 | 182,045 15 47 
Bermudas, — — 1,079 17 7+ 1,065 18 44 
Carolina, — — 46,973 6 3 13,908 8 3+ 
Hudſon's Bay, — 5 5 — 1,658 9 82 
Jamaica, — — 235,214 14 117 105,234 12 8 
Montferrat, JJ a 9 7 t 2,191 15 103 
Nevis, — — 87,447 — 8 19,417 10 104 
New England, — 32,656 7 2 86,322 13 114 
New Providence, — 982 6 — — 
New York, * 18,54) 3 6 31,910 6 64 
Pennſylvania, — e eee e 12,003 16 10 
St. Chriſtopher's, — 21,581 9 10 W 4906 1 22 
Virginia and Maryland, — 233,738 18 47 100,683 2 3 
Foreign coin and bullion, — 757,187 12 10 
Totals, 5,869,600 9 10 7,021,053 6 54 
Exports exceed the Imports, 1,751,446 16 74 
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410331649 1 14 4 10 | 


— exceed the Imports 
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E 4 
[ 4+ 
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192% 2940 


Countries. Imports. 
My” pats . 1 
Africa.  — — 36,6% 1 14 
Canaries, —. — 244.949 19 F 
Denmark and Norway, — 81,348 18 11 
Eaſt Country, - — — 96,451 2 114 
Eaſt India, — — 991,974 17 52 
Flanders, — — — 
Germany, — — 576,381 8 11 
Holland, 1 — 372,209 15 71 
Ireland, = — 279.992 1 24 
Italy, — — 173.996 10 gt 
Madeiras, _ — 8,285 15 8 
Newfoundland, — — 5,008 15 9 
Portugal, — 222, 542 19 57 
Ruſſia, — — 142, 134 10 74 
Scotland, — — 57,902 12 4 
Spain, — — 10, 346 8 10 
Streights, — — — 5 a 
Sweden, — — 205,856 9 72 
Turkey, — — 50,874 11 84 
Vene — 49,110 1 17 
Alderney, — — 20 10 0 
Guernſey, _ — 7,438 9 11 
Jerſey, — — 12,521 6 10+ 
Antigua, — — 104,278 5 1 
Barbadoes, — — 353.578 18 4+ 
Bermudas, — — —— 
Carolina, — — 2,698 18 © 
Hudſon's Bay, — _ — 
Jamaica, — — 15,388 3 4 
Montſerrat, — — 29,702 14 34 
Nevis, — — 121,76 1 37 
New England, — | 22,793 4 87 
New York, — — 7,393 1 4 
Pennſylvania, — 1,399 17 7 
88. Chriſtopher's, — 22,053 14 41 
Virginia and Maryland, — 116,768 17 8 
Weſt Indies in general, — — — 
Prize goods, — — 96,084 11 44. 
Foreign coin and ballin, mw co — 


_—_ 
SB 


Z ut 31,765 


Exports. 
1 
65, 104 16 3 
19,30 4 14 

{| 43-3491 44 
100, 281 10 114 
27004 14 54 
be ones: | 
978,104 13 4 
1,715,002 0 6 
1Gi 64 

9 11 
19,498 7 


275902 14 91 
75206 10 3 
113,597 142 1 

' 174,922 ) 35 


9 5+ 
—— TD 


mt 


5,501,677 11 24 


1,470,027 16 4 


? - = * 
- 


32: AN. As Tone AH AND ORNONOVObICAL DedbctiON 


A. D. 
1703 
Countries. 
nate,  — } 
Denmark and Norway, 
Eaſt Country, — 
_» Eaſt India, — 
Flanders, 9 
France, — — 
Germany  — 
Holland, 8 — E 
' Ireland, N T _—_— 
Italy, — — 
Madeiras, — 
Newfoundland, — 
Portugal, — 
Ruſſia, | — — 
Spain, — — 
- - Streights,. — 
Sweden, — — 
8 Turkey, | —— 
Venice, — — 
Alderney, — 
Guernſey, — 
Jerſey, — — 
Antigua, — — 
Barbadoes, — 
Bermudas, — 
Carolina, — 
Hudſon's Bay, _ 
Jamaica, — avis 
Montſerrat, — 
W — al 
New England, — 
New Vork, — 
Pennſylvania, — 
St. Chriſtophers, — 
Virginia and Maryland, 
WMeſt Indies in general, 
Prize goods, — 
Foreign coin and bullion, 
nc. Totals, 


Is. ports. 
8 \ £. 4. d. 
14,436 2 4 
N 27,266 15 10 


— 114,999 6 52 
— - 248,266 5 12 
— "” 10,494 5 —5 | 
— 457,878 14 + 

637,447 17 v5 
— $10,846 — 74 

r 169,054 16 11 
mM 13,968 1 4 


9 192,113 — 82 


= "22165725 6 7 
— 271,401 19 10 


— 3870 10 5 
; 173,585 10 2 

— 11,610 — 10% 
— 42,750, 9 35 
— 14,126 12 4 


— 16,429 7 10 
| 171,592 3 5 
* 230,047 14 2x 


— = » 


205793 9-— 


223,990 — 65 

* 24,805 13 104 

— 925 1 -& 

— $1,112 17 7 
— 8,203 18 243 


* 1,27] 2 7 

* 44,243 10 74 
— 188,429 8 6 
—. a 


— 04.507 18. 104 


| — wn — _ _ _ 
FU... * 
— 


— — 


7 4 


** At. 2 
„ 


4.011, 341 


Exports exceed the Lmpoger, 


* 975,803 19 


2 4 


69,459 2 
21,488 6 
31,571 81 
209,634 5 
126,310 5 
127,080 2 
— 41,101 12 


2,071,300 12 
285,424 2 
126,089 x 
17,318 17 
11,874 8 
614,635 1 
212,318 10 — 
215,935 7 4 
275,385 3 6x 
27,020 3 74 
417,690 2 5+ 
45,960 15 — 
2024". 3 
9.769 16 Ff 
7.094 16 5x 
26,954 17 3 
04,223 11 9 
1,228 2 5 
19,613 18 114 
1,160 4 3+ 
59,993 15 8; 
2, 369 15 10 
10, 640 16 104 
406,338 6 4 
31,475 — 92 
8.894 14 5x 
3,098 18 8 
13427,639 — 54 
34.383 4114 


Ce EEE 


| 395,020 | == 10 


— — 


6,690, 828 15 24 


2,679,487 7 10 


L 8 f 


3 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS; from Onnroracas | 1709, e- 1710. 


: 
F 
5 
ö 
| 
: 


AS 


Vor. IV, 


Totals, 


5,640, 943 . 


„er PRNGIN. OF COMMERCE .,,, 
IMPORTE + and EXPORTS, from CunraTMAs 1714. to _— 1915. 


W =» wm OW O © 


Countries. b Imperts. Exports. 
n . 
Afr ie, = 5 51,912 6 2 
9 Ape ; 68,556 = 0h 46,218 16 10 
Denmark and Norway, 103. 107 8 11 49,744 611 
Eaſt Country, 94.951 11 7 50,814 7 
Eaſt India, 855 879,944 4 2 36,997 12 6 
Flanders, — 25,103 16 1 251,049 1 8 
Franpey cc 47,127 15” 2 111,019 12 7 
Germany, 656,417 15 4 877,515 19 1 
Holland. 436,588 3 10 1,945,738 7 10 
Ireland, 389,437 1 0 420,002 11 f 
Italy, — 428,903 15 1 _ 161,534 5 6 
- Madeiras, — 7,149 13 9 57.564 9 2 
Newfoundland, 11,288 2 2 8, 120 1 10 
Portugal, — 333-385 6 0 625,331 9 
Ruſſia, * 241,876 7 11 105, 153 10 
Spain, 96 Ro" 302,807 i 7 10 395,868 9 
Streights, — 30,041 1 7 380,696 5 
Sweden, — 165,631 10 9 374235 7 
Turkey, — 311,903 10 5 181,109 7 
Venice, — 01,197 17 8 29,382 8 
Alderney, — 67 12 © 434 7 
Guernſey, — 6,663 13 3 25,067 12 9 
Jerſey, — 9,147 11 4 15,130 1 2 
Antigua, — 162,503 17 9 27,032 5 9 
Barbadoes, — 386,787 7 3 144,649 3 10 
Bermudas, _ 523 7 10 1,809 17 1 
Carolina, — 29,158 0 5 16,631 19 1 
Hudſon's Bay, — —— 1,402 18 8 
Jamaica, — 273.747 3 6 110,870 7 4 
Montſerrat, 39,075 8 9 4.476 11 6 
Nevis, — 68,101 17 1 9,498 14 © 
New England, 66,555 12 8 164,650 7 6 
New York, — 21,316 19 10 54,629 1 5 
Pennſylvania, 5.461 4 9 16,182 7 7 
St. Chriſtopher's, 57,530 3 © 45077 3 9 
Virginia and Maryland, 174,756 4 6 199,274 17 1 
Weſt Indies in general, 2,300 9 8 106,629 © 11 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — — 196,691 17 1 
Foreign coin and bullion, — — - 4575145" 10 3 


Exports exceed the Imports, 
E a 


7,379,409 O 8 


1,738,465 + 3 


33 


34 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGtCAL DIDUcT Io 


1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, ftotti CunsSTMAB 1719, to Cunts rA 172⁰¹. n 
sport. 


| i Countries. | TT” Imports. 

2 Ea VVV . 

[ll Africa, — — 25, 30) 1 8 130, 350 14 11 

17 Canaries, — — 39,642 13 3 10,845 11 8 

'M Denmark and Norway, — 112,263 8 1 129,674 — 4 

0 Eaſt Country, — — 109, 857 15 10 99,968 13 4 

100 Eaſt India, —_ * — eie zen 

WW Flanders, — — 230,836 14 5 213,782 19 — 

Mil France, — e 192,372 13 8 
0 «ff Germany, | * $08,432 10 8 | 760, 224 13 3 
„ Holland, 482,085 4 2 1,915,112 6 — 

N Ireland, 282,012 — 7 328,583 15 5 6 7 
by Italy, 436,169 12 7 123,292 15 9 2 
1 Madeiras, 4,628 17 4 39,338 7 6 2 
. Newfoundland, 14,643 12 3 11,859 3 9 ; 
1 Portugal, 319,476 3 9 775835 17 3 ; 
0 Ruſfſia, 169,932 12 9 92,229 1 8 ö 
1 Spain, 251,984 19 2 499,324 8 — : 
1 Streights, 413,014 9 9 342,715 4 3 | 
0 I Sweden, 191,352 5 11 111,558 7 4 
Und 10 Turkey, 398,564 9 6 359,838 17 10 
Wy 2 38,370 1 3 19,836 18 5 
ö " Alderney, 35 _ oy 1 6 
. Guernſey, 11,699 14 3 24,371 6 6 
1 Jerſey, 13,795 14 10 13,184 15 5 
0 Antigua, 172,000 5 6 18,205 17 5 

ih i Barbadoes, 312,962 19 9 91,011 15 — 

1 Bermudas, 1,897 10 7 2,172 9 3 

'* 10 Carolina, 62,736 6 8 18,290 12 11 

jt 108 Hudſon's Bay, 10,947 2 3 1,897 9 9 

Wal | Jamaica, 384,691 5 3 85,032 6 10 

1 Montſerrat, 39,511 9 9 2,965 5 — 

* Nevis, _ 71,005 4 3 8,302 8 11 

10 New England, — — 49,206 12 6 128,767 2 11 

Il 10 New York, — — 16,836 12 7 37,397 19 5 

1 Pennſylvania, — _ 7,928 14 10 24,531 15 2 

0 St. Chriſtopher's, — — 136,910 — 2 12,09 7 6 

. 0 Virginia and Maryland, — 231,482 2 5 110,717 17 10 

| Weſt Indies in general, — 5,666 — 5 82,539 19 7 

Foreign coin and bullion, — | — 1, 025.829 16 6 


— 


Totals, 6,090,083 15 1 


21 po 6 


Exports exceed the Imports, 2846, 654 1 I 5 


((c 


1 
53 


„0% run OR1.GLN, OF COMMERCE, 


E 2 


IMPORTS and e from Can tSTNAs 1724. CON 1725» 
mn»: - - Conntrie,” 233646) Imports. eee Exports, 
Africa. — — 567,54 4— 22384924 15 10 
Canaries, - —- +£ o=-::.:. 0 $5. 454263 11 10 
Denmark and Norway, _ 106,909 9 7 62,481 8 11 
Eaſt Country, — — 209,149 3 11 ' 105,029, 8 4 
| Eaſt India,, — +; HT 3539,78 12 3 93.795 12 1 
Flanders, — — 172,610 2 5 250,852 17 1 
France, — — 486,572 13 1 389,916 8 2 
Germany, ws — 759,969 18 1 1,039,375 17, 6 

Greenland, — nn 4642 16 2 2 24 18 4 
Holland, — — 650563 .684 8 4 8,799,724 142 1 
Ireland, — — 333,870 18 5_ 474,836 13 6 
Italy, — . 529,424 14 11 151,952 19 2 
Madeiras, — — 4,049 19 10 66,672 18 8 
Newfoundland, — — 19,243 $5 11 22,528 2 5 
Portugal, — — 4410, 967 15 9 780,992 9 6 
Ruſſia, | _ — 250, 315 © 11 24,847 14 10 
Spain, _ — 437,823 19 5 636,192 17 5 
Streights, — — 98.824 — 9 $15,633 17 — 
Sweden, — — 161,884 14 7 38,324 15 8 
Turkey, 285 — 345,379 17 11 252,317 9 1 
Venice, — — 3273 3 11 18,614 6 11 
Alderney, — — 152 27 9 497 12 6 
Guernſey, — — 7,639 1 8 30,281 13 1 
Jerſey, - — — 9,472 9 — 13,353 9 I 
Antigua, — — 217,452 16 9 355873 8 3 
Barbadoes, — — 360,912 — 2 107,008 x 4 
Bermudas, — — 4.829 12 2 | 7,213 14 9 
Carolina, — — GO 24 5 39,182 12 8 
Hudſon's Bay, — — 11,343 17 7 2,410 17 1 
Jamaica, — — 449,408 17 4 182,883 18 4 
Montſerrat, — — 44,322 5 — 3,385 16 x 
Nevis, — — 86,646 11 10 +013 4 
New England, — — 72,021 12 6 201,768 — 4 
New Vork, — =_ 24,976 . 3 70, 650 8 — 
Pennſylvania, — — ins 42, 209 14 2 
St. Chriſtopher's, — — 200,442 1 1 19,982 5 3 
Virginia and Maryland, — 214,739 2 2 195,884 11 6 
Weſt Indies in general, — 4,428 10 — 239,603 6 8 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — m — 20,136 — 10 244,876 16 3 
Foreign coin and bullion, — —n —_ 2,870,598 5 6 
Totals, 7,094, 708 8 6 11,352, 480 11 4 
Exports exceed the Imports, 4,257,772 2 10 


4 
- 
- 
Pe 4 
: 
L 
4 = 
bh 


3 TMPORTS and Expo; K 
Arie, — 
ö Canaries, — 


Denmark and Norway, — 
Eaſt Country, 2 — 


Antigua, — 


Carolina, 


7 Countries. 


Eaſt India, — — 
Flanders, — — 
France, — — 
Germany, — — 
Greenland, — — 
Holland, — 


Ireland, — — 


Madeiras, — 4 
Newfoundland, — — 
Portugal, — — 
Ruſſia, — 

Spain, — 
Streights, — 
Sweden, — 
Turkey, — 
Venice, 

Alderney, 

Guernſey, 

Jerſey, 


Barbadoes, 
Bermudas, 


Hudſon's Bay, — 
Jamaica, — 
Montſerrat, — 
Nevis, — 
New England, — 
New Providence, — 
New York, — — 
Nova Scotia, — — 
Pennſylvania, — — 
St. Chriſtopher's, _ 
Virginia and Maryland, _ 
Weſt Indies in general, _ 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — 
Foreign coin and bullion, _ 


Totals, youu: 


| Exports exceed the Imports, 


190, 540 19 


$31,390 IT 


6 


7 . 


2 
8 


4 568, 102 15 


294.150 4 


490,694 o 
6,3658. 7 
28,954 12 


228,118 9 
258,802 1 
518,972 6 


136,488 5 


191,022 15 
291,786 17 
57.916 14 


77 14 
8,660 o 


10,393 7 
268,801 9 


368, 326 18 
329 11 
151,739 17 


12,466 4 
533.517 19 
65.599 14 


$7,229 18 
54.701 5 

226 10 
8,740 11 


176 6 


10,582 1 
248,135 16 
346,823 2 
7,877 12 
125,956 15 


— 


4 
3 
2 
6 
6 
6 
8 
3 
7 
1 
55 
8 
4 
9 
3 
9 
4 
6 
I 
8 
2 
1 


1 
1 


— — 


7,780,019 


\© 


I 


Se 0 


„ gp woWoLU@10AL, DEDVCT1O N. 


8 from Cnxisrmas 1729, to CunisTNAs 1730. 
hen og) Imports. | 
L. 57,081 18 10 
22,738 19 
954715 10 3 
1,059,759 18 1r- 
100, 213 9 
40,834 12 


Exports, 


4. 260,690: 2 7 


33-565 x5; 6 
$1494 12. 7 
130,935 16 9 

' 135.484 1 


278,777 91 


290,595 9 
1,092,490 9 
46a 10 
1,766,526 15 
$32,098 19 
$0,739 8 
40, 831 5 
21,725 3 
1,015,754 15 
46,275 7 
777.949 6 11 
494735 14 3 
15,271 11 11 
174,103 13 
12,928 1 
501 12 
17,689 © 
19,878 19 
32,5832. 11 
118,240 3 
68 10 
64,785 11 
2,315 3 
155,506 10 


IG OG RKV OOO 


150,931 6 
147,260 iy 
245,995 4 
3. 153 


8 K om 


mWwwoww OG og e 


11,974-135 14 11 


4,194,116 5 9 


JJ ED I Eo 


1 
5 40 % OE v7 4 LAN 1 =_ 
th Ss RO = = 
ks ol — 
9 \ 


WWW 


T— ll Td err 


88 | K 


or THE Onno or COMMERCE. 


4 IMPORTS and 1 from CnzrtsTMAs 1734, to CunroraaAs 1735. 
| Imports, 


Counti i ies. 
Africa, | — 
Canaries, 3 


Denmark and Norway, 
Eaſt Country, — 
Eaſt India, — 
Flanders, — 
France, — 
Germany, 
Holland. _ 
Ireland, — 


Italy, — _ 


Madeiras, — 
Newfoundland, — 
Portugal, — 
Ruſſia, — 
Spain. — 
Streights, 
Sweden, 
Turkey, 
Venice, 
Alderney, 
Guernſey, 
Jerſey, 
Antigua, 
Barbadoes, — 
Bermudas, — 
Carolina, — 
Georgia, — 
Hudſon s Bay, — 
Jamaica, — 
Montſerrat, — 
Nevis, _ 
New England, — 
New Providence, 
New Vork, — 
Pennſylvania, — 
St. Chriſtopher's, 
Virginia and Maryland, 
Weſt Indies in general, 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, 
Foreign coin and bullion, 


Totals, 


L. K. 
41,663 14 
24.121 7 
93-507 2 


205,753 11 
1,297,400 7 
165,351 12 


71,584 19 


835, 180 13 


524,625 13 


417,421 19 


497,064 10 
4950 19 
30, 101 12 
358,056 8 
252,068 4 


659,602 2 
95.341 19 


213,850 9g 
126,191 12 


201,973 8 
1324 9 
145.348 7 
31010 16 
9.479 8 
3252395 12 
94.550 © 
67,370 13 


72, 899 15 
322 11 


14.188 8 


21,919 6 
286, 839 10 
394.995. 12 


16,989 15 


o O W M 234A 


8 G O ON 


o G O 2 = o 8 


„ — 
RP 


„ COL 


26,746 19 10 


6 


— 


8, 160, 184 © 11 


Exports exceed the Imports, 
3 ' 


Exports. 
77˙*˙ TY 
. 138,659 
34.633 
37,5870 

120, 344 

186,375 
241,981 1 

228,462 
7,197,776 13 
1,954.837 8 
769,244 15 
162,461 13 
23,947 8 
257535. © 
1,045,533 11 
54335 14 
701,760 1 
802,745 © 
25,514 17 
292,797 10 
20,417 5 
478 15 
41,101 13 
26,394 14 
44.203 15 
52, 96 13 
285 14 10 
117,837 3 10 
12,112 13 2 


- — > a 00> 


i G O O o GOOG MGM GOOG Gase ab 


2,232 17 11 
132,490 13 5 
6,559 16 2 
7,152 10 7 
189,125 $ #7 
385 1. © 
80,405 9 4 
48,804 11 4 
19,808 8 7 
220, 381 6 9 
172, o95 O 2 
9,950 14 11 
215,303 29 


13.544144 7 © 


5383, 960 fm 


| - 
38 ant HISTOREGAL 'AND en ,) DEDVCTION 
A. D, 5 
1763 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Gn) $TMAS 17397 to ee. 1740. * 

Countries. 3 mports. ERIE 3 
obs ol 3 1 * Ps ers * 
Ates. 81 | — 1 — 8 7 110,543 15 — 
Canaries, — — 0 — 
; Denmark and Norway, — 1 79,536 — 1 
Eaſt Country, — — 7 135,480 7 10 
- Eaſt India, — — * 281,751 4 9 
Flanders, — — 8 402,697 8s 2 
France,. — — 67,094 2 7 225,060 1 — 
Germany, — — Jh 9 3 1,091,061 7 6 
Holland,  — — 403,664 6 6 / 1,754,204 15 4 
Ireland, — — 390, 665 — 7 628,288 9 4 
Italy, 9 — 462,770 — 41 141,781 10 — 
Madeiras, — — 30)'019 — 7 12,772 15 8 
Newfoundland, — — 43.588 8 6 21,562 7 2 
Portugal, — — 201,603 7 2 789,46 17 6 

Ruſſia, — — 300, 751 12 — 62,287 98 | 
Spain, — — 229,134 10 6 101,635 18 8 
Streights, — — 74,386 8 9 605,685 14 — 
Sweden, — — 180,839 17 1 18,557 14" 5 
Turkey, — — 26,787 7 3 150,374 19 4 
Venice, — — 62,044 8 9 12,158 — — 
Alderney, — — 194 14 — 562 — 2 
4 jt Guernſey, — — 58,279 9 8 62,700 11 7 
100 Jerſey, — — 24,483 17 9 13,816 2 4 
0 : Antigua, — — 172,129 11 4 36,708 5 4 
Ih | | Barbadoes, — — 228,811 15 6 81,859 17 9 
Ii | Bermudas, — — 14 12 — 632 13 10 
1 Carolina, — — 266,560 4 5 181,821 14 11 
Wil Georgia, oy 5 1 
1 ly Hudſon's Bay, — — 11,869 3 7 „ 
0 Jamaica, — — 507,624 19 4 194,697 1 1 
. Montſerrat, — — 71,535 16 11 4,838 8 5 
Wl Nevis, "Oy, 36,309 15 3 4.254 15 6 
Wi New England, — — 72,389 16 2 171,081 2 5 
N IH New Providence, — ä ä 685 — — 
. New York, — — 21,498 — 5 118,777 8 10 
„ Pennſylvania, — — 15,048 12 — 56,751 14 9 
W's St. Chriſtopher's, — 168,698 15 9 19,260 18 6 
0 Virginia and Maryland, — 341,997 10 11 281,428 10 11 
N Nh f Weſt Indies 1 In general, — 57339 CS II 320, 328 1 4 
1 Spaniſn Weſt Indies, — 202 8 9 — 
10 Prize goods, — — 209,747 10 11 27,736 3 1 
. | Ih Foreign coin and bullion, — — — 672,151 3 — 
| Totals, 6,703,778 10 6 8,869,939 15 5 
[] Exports exceed the Imports, 2,166,161 4 11 


— — — 
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ö or THE ORIGIN'OP COMMEREKE: + rern 


IMPORTS aki EXPORTS, from CurIsTMAs SY to ou 1s TMAS 1745. 


Countries. 


Africa, | — 
Denmark and Norway, 


Eaſt India, — 
Flanders, — 
France, — 
Germany, — 
Holland, — 
Ireland, — 
RR 
Madeiras, | 
Newfoundland, — 
Portugal, — 
Ruſſia, —_ 
Spain, — 
Streights, — 
Sweden, — 
Turkey, — 
Venice, SS 
Alderney, . — 
Guernſey, — 
Jerſey, — 
Antigua, — 
Barbadoes, — 
Bermudas, — 
Cape Breton, — 
Carolina, — 
Georgia, — 
Hudion's Bay, — 
Jamaica, — 
Montſcrrat, — 
Nevis, — 

New England, — 
New Vork, — 
Pennſylvania, — 
St. Chriſtopher's, — 


Virginia and Maryland, 
Weſt Indies in general, 
Prize goods, | | 
Foreign coin and bullion, 


Totals, 


4 
6 
9 
_—_ 49,4314 10 9 
9 
9 
2 


_— 399,423 


Imports. | 


£3 + 


— 11,031 — 11 


5 92, 823 12 5 


— 23,039 18 11 


— 973,706 13 6 
— 16,920 7 9 
— 1,200 5 10 
— 74.50% 14 11 
— 431,374 9 8 


— a 1,441,498 cru 


; * 
r 
— 28,488 1 5 
— 418,452 9 10 
— 29702 13. 9 
168,352 15 2 


— 7.674 4 8 


— 230, 70% 11 10 


— .-. 25797 12 9 


no” 0 


n 


— 27,360 17 5 
— 188,650 16 11 


165,779 11 8 
123 3— 


—— 
— 
— — — — 
— 


91,847 1 3 


— 11,380 16 
_ 358,335 9 
-—_ 49,139 3 


_ 38,948 10 9 
— 14,083 3 
— 10, 130 


3 

9 
212,129 9 10 

6 

7 

5 


m— 145159 
_ 9 72 I 


7:847,123 3 3 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


1 Exports. 4 
1 d. 


71,399 48-2 


68,895 16 8 
142, 909 8 — 
293,113 12 10 
143,863 — 4 
54,688 11 11 
1,486,157 7 6 


2,278,018 10 2 


910,920 4 — 
88,106 4 
21,966 11 
28,302 17 

1,065,156 h 


82,681 3 
422,615 10 
30, 310 8 


20,551 10 6 
427 511 
37,202, 4 1 
13,955 6 10 
32,769 4 — 
90,813 13 10 
487 4 2 
203 11 10 
86,815 13 6 
939 14 1 
35790 10 3 
131,322 16 6 
1,145 8 7 
1,399 2 6 
149,403 4 7 
54.957 1 2 
54,280 10 11 
21,859 — 2 
197,799 12 3 
193,598 9 10 
73 8 


425.853 12 21 


3 
6 
4 
6 
62,672 3 8 
2 
9 
4 


| 10,497, 329 * — 


5 2,650,206 13 9. 


4% AK HISTORICAL AND >CHRONOLOGI CAL: Dibberion 
9 5 IMPORTS and. EXPORTS, ene an Ig to FREED Cl 
Countries. Imports. L. 160,01 14 — 
Alen, — . Ie. * 30,146 9 — 
_ Canaries, 5 ee 's 3 . 8 
Denmark and Norway, 1 90,273 3 3 157 ooo 8 8 
Eaſt Country, mw 777; Ken 334,316 19 7 — 7 rs 
Eaſt India, THIS Neg | eng Yy 7,104,180 n 422,694 7 4 
3 55 F . +5] 1 f 324-385 51 
Cs — einn 6 ee 
Greenland, — l e 
| 12 8 2,204, 58 5 | 
Holland. — — 325,487 12 n 
Ireland. — . CO 1 + | 1 1080 
Italy, "I OE Bees [- 226.2608 - 20,134 8 6 
1 25 * ae 44.867 11 6 
Newfoundland, ww e 1, 208,248 19 5 x 
CV 
To £ "= dict y 6 1,783,075 19 8 
Spain, * * : | 2 — ; 
1 — "64.6317 7 456 | 5 5 : 
nie 3 Fe & je 6 Is 172,800 5 1 : 
Turkey, | | 2 OS 189,285 1 7 wa 7 5 
Venice, . = 36,570 3 9 938 11 3 
Alderney, — — 147 14 — 1 f 
N boy e 6 15.772 1 IT : 
Jerſey, 3 — 23.707 2 oy 8 
| Anguilla, 925 1 8 72,191 3 2 
i Antigua, Long Tor on” 150,097 18 — 
0 Barbadoes, * N NP a” $ 16,447 3 8 
10 00 Bermudas, — 2 1,98 10 1 SHINE 
'k , | CN, * — TO I 2 2,125 15 5 
1 8 ro: <3 whe. 7 1 4.378 19 — 
| : * 85 1 ; 29 11 6 242,349 102 
jþ 100 Jamaica, OT h dh + 1 11.406 16 1 
5 W 5 5 5 8 10 3.874 10 5 
ee Nevis, * . 27 3 6 6 8 
ih | If New England, = 2 N , = 343,59 rh 
Wf l i New Providence, bo TOME whe oo 0: 6 267,130 — 
all lj New York, _ mm oe 5 4 46-5 
| Wl | Nova Scotia, 8 * 1 217,713 — 10 
"OR Pennſylvania, * e "RR 48,995 4 3 
| j | St. Chriſtopher's, * N. 9 5 1,186 10 6 
Wl 2 = = — Ls 349,419 18 3 
1k g Virginia and Maryland, 8 mw 5 7,833 14 10 
1 il Prize goods, 3 — 1 3 y: „ ln 2 
100 Foreign coin and bullion, 7 ; 2 3 
| Totals, 7,772,039 12 5 8.13884 3 * 
Exports exceed the Imports, 7,359,964 10 8 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CurrsTMAs 1764, to CHRISTMAS 1755. 


Countries. Imports. + xports, 
Africa, — — CL. 40,254 16 3 „. 73,% —— 
Cauaties, — * 74874 3 1 229,785 15 5 
Denmark and Norway, — 173.946 19 6 80,210 10 2 
Eaſt Country, — — 267,228 14 2 174,579 12 6 
Eaſt India, — p 874,921 6 8 
Flanders, — ma 91,623 14 1 463,173:19 9 
France, — „8 186,310 1 4 
Germany, — — 696,093 4 9 1,361,964 13 5 
Greenland, — 4 4 : 1,367 14 11 
Holland, bois — 276,237 4 4 1,710,587 13 1 
Ireland, — * 643,165 15 5 1,070,063 10 6 
Italy, _ 585 690,136 9 7 216,429 4 1 
Madeiras, — — 380078 17 1 16,486 16 8 
Newfoundland, — o. d 36,946 8 8 
Portugal, _ 7 263,080 16 9g 1,072,700 6 7 
Ruſſia, — — 661,740 1 11 e 2 
Spain, 25 wy 368,464 17 3 973,338 4 5 
Streights, 25 — 137,414 17 4 $47,310 2 — 
Sweden, — — 200,049 5 2 19,234 2 8 
Turkey, — — 69,687 1 7 71,589 12 9 
Venice, — — 28,886 5 — 8,790 14 8 
Alderney, — —— 5 5 — 887 11 5 
Guernſey, — — 36,085 15 11 26,049 2 3 
Jerſey, — — 18,010 17 1 18,962 4 2 
Anguilla, — * 2,091 11 2 ö — 
Antigua, — — 366,012 19 10 80,686 18 5 
Barbadoes, wy — 275,490 1 3 197.267 7 7 
Bermudas, — _ 4074 2 3 
Carolina, — — 325,525 13 6 187,887 4 9 
Georgia, „ _ 4+437 16 10 2,630 19 4 
Hudſon's Bay, — 7,998 12 1 3.849 15 5 
Jamaica, — — 775,96 9 6 335,504 14 1 
Montſerrat, — — 79,972 2 3 4,488 15 8 
Nevis, — — 82,463 15 6 14,260 13 9 
New England, — 59,533 6 11 341,796 7 3 
New Providence, = 1,473 — 6 „ 
New York, — — 28,054 12 3 151,071 5 — 
Nova Scotia, — — 7 17-3 24,052 14 10 
Pennſylvania, _ 32,336 10 6 144,450 7 2 
St. Chriſtopher's, _ 269,575 9 3 57,927 1 10 
St. Thomas, — — 31,279 11 6 — — 
Tortola, — _ 18,550 18 7 457 19 8 
Virginia and Maryland, — _ 489,068 17 10 285,157 4 5 
Foreign coin and bullion, — — 1,117,129 9 
Totals, — 8,772,805 2 10 12,112,255 17 6 
Exports exceed the Imports, 3,400, 390 14 8 
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Countries. Imports. 

; "% 3 . | * 5. d. 
Africa, — — 39,410 14 © 
Canaries, — — 131 © 6c 
Denmark and Norway, — 58,745 10 10 
Eaſt Country, — — 205,464 16 5 
Eaſt India, — — 1,785,079 11 1 
Flanders, — — 31,228 3 © 
France, —— — 3 
Germany, — — 668,076 11 4 
Greenland, — — 10,824 3 © 
Holland, — — 412,397 3 
Ireland, — — 904, 180 14 8 

Italy, — — 506,100 15 7 
Madeiras, — — 3,386 14 10 
Portugal, — 299,088 4 8 
Ruſſia, — — 474,680 2 9 
Spain, — — 460, 42 13 9 
Streights, — — 61,850 1 4 
Sweden, — — 193,340 2 
Turkey, — — 58,916 12 8 
Venice, — — 41,138 2 6 
Alderney, — — . 3 _6 
Guernſey, — — 39,119 4 2 
Jerſey, — — 23,003 9 1 
Antigua, — — 159,162 19 o 
Barbadoes, — — 223,716 12 11 
Bermudas, — — © 13 7 
Cape Breton, — — 3 
Carolina, — — 162,760 6 7 
Georgia, = — 12,198 14 10 
Guadaloupe, — — 424,366 18 4 
Hudſon's Bay, — 9,142 12 
Jamaica, — — 1,034, 283 3 8 
Montſerrat, — 75,930 12 4 
Nevis, — — 45,750 11 O 
New England, — 37,802 13 1 
Newfoundland, — 26,360 2 4 
New Providence, — 1,730 0 7 
New Vork, _ — „ 
Nova Scotia, — — 701 7 4 
Pennſylvania, — | 22,754 15 3 
Quebec, — — 2;15T 18 "8 
St, Croix, — — — 
St. Chriſtopher's, — 292,470 19 2 
Tortola, — — 30,351 19 o 
Virginia and Maryland, — $04,451 111 
Britiſh and Iriſh linens, per bounty, 
Prize goods, — — 465,602 18 5 
Foreign coin and bullion, 
Totals, 9,832,802 11 1 


* 


3455546 


58,859 
108,627 


190,217 


1,161,670 


1, 050, 401 


1,291, 560 


210,096 
31,605 


38,710 


1,048,222 


399,819 


13,657 
$5,730 


6,105 
921 
44,701 
27,805 
191,117 
269,44 
16,115 
I 1,04 


218,131 


© 
- 


O 
— 


py 
— 
— 


— 


OSS OS Sn 


— 

VI 
= | 
0 OO = „ 


42 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


1763 TMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRIS TMA 1780, 10 Eddie LEW N 
Experts. 
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480, 106 
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Exports exceed the Imports, 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CurisTMAs 1762, to CunrsTMAs 1763. 


Weſt Indies in general, 
Britiſh and Iriſh linens, per dne 
Foreign coin and bullion, 

Prize goods, 


Countries. In ports. 
Africa, — — [. 18,128 2 8 
Canaries, — — 2,739 13 1 
Denmark and Norway, — 89,179 11 2 
Eaſt Country, — — 2247. 1 6 
Eaſt India, — — 1059-3 335 18 7 
Flanders, — 9.58 3 10 
France, — — 243158 5 5 
Germany, — — >. ,107 © 9g 
Greenland, — 5117 15 2 
Holland, — — 476 383 10 3 
Ireland, _ — 769,379 11 
Italy, — — — 948,40 8 © 
Madeiras, — — 1,119 3 9 
Portugal, — — 304,050 O 10 
Ruſſia, — — — 1,279 0 7 
Spain, — — — 590, 5 5 11 
Streights, — — 20,276 11 4 
Sweden, — — 249,540 15 © 
Turkey, — — 70,004. 9 2 
Venice, — — — 31,841 18 4 
Alderney, — — 63 0 0 
Belle-Iſle, — — 1 
Guernſey, — — 1 14 5 
Jerſey, — — — 17,0 yp I3 4 
Anguilla, — — 18 9 
Antigua, — — N 3 -1 
Barbadoes, — — 252,527 10 © 
Bermudas, — — — — 
Canada, _ = 26,856 13 
Carolina, — — 282,300 3 
Dominica, — — — — 
Florida, — — — - 
Georgia, =_ — 14,469 18 4 
Grenades, — — 261,552 3 oN 
Guadaloupe, — — 412,303 1 
Havannah, — 249-397 4 

_ Hudſon's Bay, — — 8,507 10 1 
Jamaica, — — 1,159,023 15 11 
Martinico, _ _ 344.162 7 * 
Montſerrat, — — 595571 15 11 
Nevis, — — — 45,280 9 10 
New England, — _ 74.815 1 1 
Newfoundland, _ — 34-108 18 8 
New Providence, — 0,438 2 1k 
New York, — — 53.988 14 
Nova Scotia, = — 4,312 9 10 
Pennſylvania, — — 33,228 10 2 
St. Chriſtophers, — — 234,981 17 9 
St. Croix, — — 8,390 5 9 
Tortola, = — 58,571 4 2 
Virginia and Maryland, — 642,294 2 9 


160, 516 12 10 


Totals, 


11,66 5,036 0 9 


[| 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


Exports. 
C. 463,818 9 
41832 1 
e 10 
299,857 7 
887,083 7 
384,177 12 
197,100 11 
2,272,272 16 
22 15 
1,910,240 19 
1,040,713 i 
408,77 - 
37727 
i ,023 — 
78,901 : 
1,108,072 
325,022 18 
20,494 1 
93.640 43 
20,259 14 
1,239 14 
929 9 6 
26,219 17 10 
16 16,287 o 5 
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12455 
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AN M1STORICAL, AND CHRONOLOGICAL "DEDUCTION 


þ * A 
In the early part of this year, an account was brought by the Lapwing Packet from the Esta 

Indies, that war had broke out in that part of the Britiſh empire, with circumſtances” of ſuch 

an unpromiſing nature, as to cauſe an immediate fall of fourteen per cent, in India ſtock, 


The proprietors, as may be naturally ſuppoſed, were greatly alarmed at this intelligence ; and 


their alarms were, in ſome degree, commenicated to the nation at large, "Os ſhall mention 
the leading cauſes of this diſagreeable event. L 

Mir Coſſim Aly Cawn, who had been eleyated, in the year 1760, by the Governor.and 
Council of Bengal, to the ſubahſhip of that province, in the room of his father-in-law Mir 
Jaffier, was a bold, ſubtle, and enterprizing character; and feeling, 1 in the utmoſt extent, the 
diſgrace of his dependent ſtate, was determined to ſeize the firſt opportunity-of freeing himſelf 
from it. Diſſimulation was the firſt engine which he employed—and he employed it with 
ſucceſs ; for it obtained for him the firm eſtabliſhment of his own interior government, by 
the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh forces, and filenced all ſuſpicion of his future deſigns. He then 
removed from the vicinity of Calcutta to a place called Mongheer, two hundred miles higher 
up the Ganges, which he fortified with uncommon expedition; and having formed ſuch an 
army in point of real ſtrength and diſcipline, as India had never yet ſeen among her native 
defenders, he began to diſcover his real deſigns, and to employ the power he had acquired, 
to the detriment of thoſe from whom he had received the means of obtaining it. The firſt 
ſtep he took, was to ſubject the Engliſh private traders to the regular and equal payment of 
duties throughout his dominions ; and directed that their diſputes, if they aroſe beyond their 
own limits, ſhould be decided by his magiſtrates. 

This unexpected conduct of the Subah greatly alarmed the factory ; and the governor, Mr. 
Vanſittart, thought it a matter of ſufficient importance to require his going in perſon to 
Mongheer, to offer his expoſtulations upon it. But the Subah had taken his meaſures with a 
ſpirit determined to purſue them; and anſwered the remonſtrances with an equal force of 
reaſon and coolneſs of expreſſion. If,” ſaid he, ** the ſervants of the Engliſh Company 
<« were permitted to trade in all parts, and in all commodities, free from the payment of cuſ- 
© toms, as many of them now pretend, they muſt, of courſe, draw all the trade into their 
* own hands, and my cuſtoms would be of ſo little value, that it would be much more for 
«© my intereſt to make trade entirely free, and collect no cuſtoms from any perſons whatever, 
« upon any kind of merchandize, This would draw a number of merchants into the coun- 
« try, and increaſe my revenues, by encouraging the cultivation and manufacture of a large 
„ quantity of goods for ſale; at the ſame time that it would cut off the principal ſubje& of 
« diſputes which had b the good underſtanding between us; an object I have more 
„ than any other at heart.“ 

This was a ſtile of reaſoning, which was equally unexpetcd and unanfwwerable. The rea- 
ſonings of the Nabob were founded in juſtice, and he accompanied them with ſuch declara- 
tions as induced the Engliſh governor to ſubmit, where he was accuſtomed to dictate, and to 
conſent to regulations which operated very much to the diſadvantage of the Engliſh traders. 

As ſoon as the effect of this negociation was known at Calcutta, the factory loſt all mode- 
ration in the aſtoniſhment and indignation which they felt on the occafion. The council diſ- 
avowed the conduct of their governor, and refuſed to abide by the treaty which he had con- 
cluded. They aſſerted, that he had aſſumed an authority which he did not poſſeſs; that the 
regulations to which he had aſſented, were not only deſtructive to public and private trade, 
but were a ſtain on the Engliſh name; and, that having acted, as he had done, without the 
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1764 advice or conſent of the council, was an evident breach of its privileges, to which they could 
not ſubmit. They therefore inſtantly diſpatched orders to all the different factories, to pay no 


regard to the agreement which had lately been entered into berweeh Governor en and 
the Subah. 


But ſuch counterag ing meaſures were not the fruits of an unanimous ſpirit. No common 
difference of opinion prevailed, and violent diſputes ſucceeded ; public confuſion then follow - 
ed, and commerce was interrupted in all its interior channels. An application was made to 
Mir Coſſim to enter upon another negociation, which he refuſed with all the inſolence of con- 
ſcious power. No other way was therefore left to ſettle this diſpute, but the conteſt of arms; 
and the Engliſh factory having once more e Mir Jaffier, Subah of Bengal, prepared 
to march their forces into the field. 

Though this war with the Nabob terminated to the advantage of the Eaſt India Company, 
the accounts from India, at this moment, wete of an alarming nature, and very violent de- 
bates took place at the public meetings of the proptietors to conſider of the preſent ſtate of th: 
Company's affairs. The firſt ſubject of debate, was the conduct of their ſervants abroad, and 
much acrimony mingled itſelf with the charges and recriminations which were dealt forth 
without reſerve by the friends of the different Oriental parties: but the diſputes which aroſe 
on this ſubject, were ſoon loſt in the conſideration of a more extenfive and important object, 
the general adminiſtration of the Company's affairs both abroad and at home, Lord Clive 
was almoſt univerſally confidered as the only perſon qualified to be commander in chief in 
India, at this critical period; while Mr, Sullivan was ſupported by a very large and reſpectable 
body of proprietors, as a perſon the moſt capable to take the chair of the direction at home. 
But Lord Clive abſolutely refuſed to act as a ſervant of the company, if Mr, Sullivan was per- 
mitted to take a leading part in the adminiſtration of their concerns; and, at length, the 
gloomy proſpect of affairs in India determined the conteſt to the wiſhes of that nobleman, 
The diſpute, alſo, which had for ſome time ſubſiſted between the Company and Lord Clive, 
relative to his jaghire, being finally ſettled, and harmony fully reftored, his lordſhip, who was 
honoured by his Majeſty, on the occaſion, with the Order of the Bath, and the rank of Major 
General in India, ſet out for the ſeat of his future government with the confidence of the com- 
pany and lus country, 

The rapacity of the company's ſervants in their Oriental governments, had diſgraced the 
national character; and if the company had been as attentive to public honour as they were to 
private intereſt, ſome effectual methods would have been already taken to keep the perſons 
employed by them in India, within the bounds of moderation and juſtice, Indeed, the diſ- 
pute between the Directors and Lord Clive, relative to the jaghire, had produced a poſitive 
reſolution, that none of their ſervants ſhould in future accept of any gratuity from any Indian 
Prince or Governor; but, it is not our immediate buſineſs to enquire how far this determina- 
tion of the direction at home was obſerved abroad, Abuſes ſtill ſubſiſted, and the wiſdom of 
Parliament was, at length, under the neceſſity of exerting itſelf in the controul of them. The 
circumſtances of which alteration in the company's affairs, will, of courſe, ſolicit our atten- 
tion when we arrive at the period that produced ſuch a wiſe and falutary meaſure. 

Mr. Blake, whom we have mentioned with a becoming encomium, in the preceding year 
was, with great juſtice, releaſed from the obligation of fifteen hundred pounds, advanced to 
him by the ſociety for the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and commerce, on his pledg- 
ed ſecurity, over and above the two thouſand pounds conſigned to his diſcretionary uſe in the 
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1764 undertaking to ſupply London, and its vicinity, with fiſh, &c. And ſoon after the Parliament, 


convinced of the great utility of the ſcheme, were pleaſed to allow him two thouſand five 
hundred pounds for the purpole of encouraging it. But here the national attention to what 
may be conſidered as a great national object, ended; Parliament thought proper to ſhew its 
approbation of the plan by this temporary grant, and then left it to fink beneath the ”"_ of 
that monopoly which it was its duty to annihilate. 

In conſequence of the great increaſe in the price of meat, a committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons was appointed to examine into the cauſes of it. 

For this purpoſe ſeveral tradeſmen were examined, who alleged, that there was an aug- 
mented demand for proviſions ariſing from an increaſing conſumption in London and its en- 
virons; but, on a ſtrict examination to this point, they were not able to produce any con- 
clufive or probable evidence of ſuch an increaſe as they had ſuppoſed. They then accounted 
for this increaſe of the price of meat from the want of pork at market, proceeding from the 
uncommon plenty of acorns in 1762, which induced all the feeders to fatten their whole ſtock 
of hogs in that year; which extraordinary ſlaughter was not then replaced ; and that the want 
of one article, in the general proviſions of ſo populous a city as London, neceſſarily advanced 
the price of every other: they added, alſo, that the wet ſeaſon had confiderably leſſened the 
weight even of fat cattle ; that the great ſcarcity of fodder in 1962, had reduced the breed and 
ſock ; and that the failure in the crop of turnips in ſeveral counties, this year, had prevented 
thoſe counties from fattening the uſual quantities of beaſts, They aſſigned alſo the low prices 
of hides and tallow as an additional reaſon. But after all, on further examination, the ſaleſ- 
men and butchers were forced to admit, that the high price of proviſions was not excluſively 
the effect of natural cauſes, but artificially reſulting from private combinations, and the want 
of better regulations for the ſale of cattle in open markets. 

Thus, the abuſes practiſed in a matter of ſuch general importance, were pointed out; and 
we with it were in our power to add, that an adequate remedy was applied. 

On the twenty-ſixth of March, his Majeſty ſigned a proclamation for the ſale, by audtion, 
of all his lands in the iſlands of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, St, Vincent, and To- 
bago; excepting ſuch lands as ſhall be neceſſary for fortifications, and other military works, 
glebes for miniſters, allotments for ſchoolmaſters, high- roads, woodlands, and other public 
purpoſes, on the following conditions: 


« That the purchaſers pay twenty per cent, of the whole purchaſe money down, ten per 


cent. in one year, ten per cent, in the ſecond year, and twenty per cent. every year after, 


„till the whole is paid. 


© That every purchaſer ſhall have one white man, or two white women, for every hundred 
acres cleared; or pay twenty pounds for every white woman. and forty * for my 
« white man wanting. 


+ That one acre in twenty ſhall be cleared every year, till half the wail is cleared: five 
pounds to be paid for every acre not ſo cleared. 
«© That ſix-pence per acre be paid to the crown, as a quit-rent, on ſuch lands as ſhall be 
cleared. No perſon to purchaſe more than three hundred acres of land in Dominica, or 
five hundred in the other iſlands. 

That diſtricts ſhall be allotted for towns; a penny per foot for ground-rent for tenements, 
and fix-pence per acre for fields. No more than one town lot to one perſon, and five acres 
of paſture land to each town lot: eight hundred acres in each pariſh to be reſerved for poor 
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« ſettlers, to be divided into lots of not leſs than ten, nor more chan thirty acres each, to be 
granted in fee-fimple. The lands to be occupied and entered upon in three months after 
« the grants. No lands granted to poor ſettlers to be alienable by ſale; or otherwiſe, for 
% ſeven years, except for the children of the firſt ſettlers ; and all mines of gold and ſilver to 
« be reſerved to the crown, &c.“ 

In the month of June, ſeveral accounts were received that our lied cutters in the bay 
of Honduras had not only been interrupted in their bufineſs, but had been ordered to remove 
ſuddenly from their uſual places of ſettlement, on pretence of their having no proofs of their 
being ſubjects to his Britannic Majeſty. This accidental diſpute, for it was no more, was 
made a ſubje& of ſerious declamation by party writers: for it ſoon appeared, by two articles in 
the London gazette, that the whole was owing to a too ſcrupulous attention to forms in the 
Spaniſh commanders, and, perhaps, to an improper neglect of them on the part of our log- 
wood cutters. —Theſe articles are as follows: 

«© St. James's, Fuly 21.—In anſwer to the repreſentations made by his Majeſty's ambaſſador 

c at the court of Madrid, upon the late tranſactions of their governor of Jucatan, and his pro- 
e ceedings towards the Britiſh ſubjeQs employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Honduras, 
the Spaniſh miniſtry have replied, —That they have not received any advices from that go- 
« yernor relative to this affair; but that it is certain the Catholic King has given poſitive 
* orders to his governor of Jucatan to abide by, and obſerve the ſeventeenth article of the laſt 
ce treaty of peace, and that he ſhall not approve of the conduct of his ſubjets who act in con- 
« tradition to it. That it is the intention of his Catholic Majeſty, that no one ſhall impede 
the Engliſh in cutting logwood in the ſtipulated places; and he will diſapprove of his gover- 
„ nors and miniſters whenever "oy act to the contrary, and renew the moſt ſtrict orders to 
ce that effect.“ 
“St. Fames's, September 28.—Laſt night, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers arrived from Ma- 
drid, with diſpatches from his Majeſty's ambaſſador at that court, tranſmitting a duplicate 
of the orders, which, in conſequence of his excellency's late remonſtrances, that court has 
« diſpatched to the governor of Jucatan : in which orders his Catholic Majeſty diſapproves 
e the proceedings of the ſaid governor with reſpect to his Majeſty's ſubjects in the bay of 
Honduras, expreſſes his defire to give his Majefty the greateſt proofs of his-friendſhip, and 
of preſerving peace with the Britiſh nation; and commands the ſaid governor to re-eſtabliſh 
* the Britiſh logwood cutters in the ſeveral places from which he had obliged them to retire, 
and to let them know, that they may return to their occupation of cutting mon; with- 
* out being diſquieted or diſturbed, under any pretence whatever.“ 

About this time, the King of Denmark declared the ports of his two iſlands of St. Thomas 
and St, John in America to be free, on the following conditions. 

1. No European merchandizes ſhall be carried thither except in his Daniſh Majeſty's 8 . 
ropean ſhips, which ſhall be furniſhed with paſſports. Two per cent. of the value to be paid 
on importation. All American productions to be admitted in ſhips of any nation, paying five 
per cent. of the uſual duty; and theſe veſſels may export any goods duty free. But it is for- 
bidden all veſſels to go from theſe iſlands to St. Croix to take a cargo in return. 

2. No productions imported into theſe iſlands ſhall be brought to Europe but in Daniſh 


ſhips, which had firſt carried goods with paſſports ; and theſe to unload only in Denmark or 
the Daniſh provinces. 
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of St. Thomas and St. John are to pay five per cent. | 

4. Frauds ſhall be puniſhed by confiſcation, and a fine of five delete for every vitae of 
ſugar, and twenty rixdollars for every one hundred pounds of cotton, over and above the duties. 

F. Foreign ſugars brought from theſe iſlands to the Daniſh ſtates, thall remain only till they 
can be exported again, paying one per cent. duty. 

To increaſe the revenue, by a minute attention to remedy abuſes in the collection of it, and 
to throw every poſhble impediment in the way of contraband practice, were the laudable and 
favourite objects of government at this period. An order of council was therefore publiſhed 
on the ſeventeenth of Auguſt, fignifying his Majeſty's intentions, that the laws ſhould be 


ſtrictly put in execution againſt ſmuggling, particularly on the neighbouring coaſts of the iſle 
of Man: in conſequence of which, the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty were ordered to 


ſtation a number of ſhips and cutters, under the command of diſcreet officers, in the harbours 
and on the coaſts of that iſland, in order to carry his Majeſty's intentions into execution ; and 


the government of Ireland is likewiſe required to give ſuch directions for carrying his Majeſty's 


intentions into effect, as to them may reſpectively appertain : and, in order to prevent fo- 
reigners from pleading 1gnorance of this regulation, his Majeſty's intentions were duly notified 


to moſt of the courts of Europe. 


Several acts of violence having been committed on the firſt of June in this year, by the 
commander of a French ſhip of war, in conjunction with other French veſſels, at one of the 
Turks Iſlands, the Britiſh ambaſſador at the court of France was ordered to demand immediate 
ſatisfaction and full reparation, for this breach of good faith, and ſuch an unprovoked inſult to 
the Britiſh crown, In conſequence of the repreſentations made on this ſubject, the court of 
France not only diſavowed the conduct of its officers, but diſclaimed all intention whatever 
of acquiring or conquering the Turks Iſlands; and gave immediate orders to the Comte D'Eſ- 


taing, governor of St. Domingo, to cauſe the iſland to be immediately abandoned on the part 


of the French, to reſtore every thing therein to the condition in which it was on the firſt of 
June, and to make reparation of the damages which any of his Majeſty's ſubjects ſhall be 
found to have ſuſtained in conſequence of the proceedings complained of, according to an eſ- 
timation to be immer ſettled by the ſaid governor, with his Majeſty s governor of 
Jamaica. 

Theſe iſlands are many in number, of which that, where theſe violences took place, is the 
moſt conſiderable, or rather, the leaſt inſignificant, being low, fandy and barren, with very 
little if any freſh water, without any vegetables, except low ſhrubs, or any animals except lizards, 
guanas, and land crabs: but the coaſt abounds with fiſh and turtle, and the beach is covered 
with ſea fowl. x. 

It does not appear that any ſettlement was ever attempted by any European nation on theſe 
iflands, ſo that nq claim can ariſe from poſſeſſion. If priority of diſcovery beſtows any title, 
they muſt belong to the Spaniards, and not to the French, who neither difcovered nor were 
ever in poſſeſſion of them. 8 

The Britiſh nation has certainly been accuſtomed to gather falt on them for many years.— 
The buſineſs of making it is chiefly carried on by Bermudians, who go there in the month of 
March, and continue during the dry ſeaſon. The people of New England fetch great quan- 
tities of ſalt from thence for their fiſheries : they buy it from four-penee to ſix- pence ſterling 
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maged proviſions, &cc. tber Zinn 

Theſe iſlands have good a ee to 80 ane bus no We they however 
form, with the Caicos Bank, a channel of about a league over, which the Engliſh cruizers 
frequent in time of war, as it is a common paſſage for all veſſels from Monte Chriſti. The 
French pilots from Cape Francois always prefer it, when the wind favours, to the windward 
paſſage of our Jamaica-men. Theſe, therefore, are the only reaſons that can be aſſigned for 
their thus attempting to ſettle there; though it does not appear that they did more with that 
view (beſides plundering and burning the cabins on it, and carrying the inhabitants, to the 
number of two hundred, and about nine fail of Britiſh ſhipping; to Cape Francois, where they 
releaſed them, with orders not to return to Turks Ifland) than ere& two ftone monuments of 
eight feet in height, the materials of which were brought from Old France. 

On the twenty-ſeventh of September, Bank ſtock roſe near eight per cent. on a dividend of 
two and a half per cent, inſtead of two and a quarter per cent, * declared for the half year 
ending on the tenth of the ſucceeding mont. . 

In the beginning of October, the merchants having preſented a petition 2 the high 


prices of proviſions to Lord Halifax, a council was immediately called ; and, after a particular 


examination of evidence on the occaſion, his Majeſty immediately ordered his royal proclama- 
tion to be iſſued for the free importation of ſalted beef, ſalted pork, and butter from Ireland ; 
at the ſame time offering a reward of one hundred pounds, for diſcovering any unlawful combi- 
nations inthe ſale of proviſions ; the high price of which had given occaſion to ſome very ſerious 
diſturbances at Plymouth, and in other parts of England, particularly in Derbyſhire; where 
the colliers finding wheat one day in the market at eight ſhillings and four-pence the buſhel, 
cleared the market at five ſhillings the buſhel. In York, a conſiderable number of reſpectable 
gentlemen aſſociated to raiſe a fund for the importation of corn from other counties, that the 
poor might be ſupplied with that neceſſary article at a reaſonable price. But ſuch an impor- 
tant object might, in all probability, have been obtained by an wholeſome application of the 
laws, and a general exertion of the powers veſted in magiſtrates to prevent monopolies, fore- 
ſtalling, and ſuch illegal practices, as make an artificial dearth in the midſt of real plenty. 

The following bills, as they related, more or leſs, to commercial matters, fhould be noticed 
as having this year received the royal aſſent. | 

A bill to continue an act for allowing the free importation of tallow, hogs-lard, and ware, 
a further limited time from Ireland. 

To amend an act of laſt ſeſſions, for laying an additional duty on cyder and perry. 

For granting a certain ſum out of the ſinking fund for the ſervice of the year 1764. 

For granting certain duties on goods in the Britiſh colonies, for the ſupport of government; 
and for encouraging the trade to the ſugar colonies, and the ſuppreſſion of contraband trade. 

For leſſening the duty on the importation, and raiſing it on the exportation of beaver-ſkins. 

For regulating pilots, &c. | 

For encouraging the manufacture of Britiſh ſail-cloth, 

For regulating buildings, and preventing fires. 

For veſting the fort of Senegal and its dependencies in the African Company. 


For aſcertaining and regulating in what caſes letters ſhall be ſent or received free from the 
duty of poſtage. 
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annuities as are granted for a certain term of years irredeemable; 


For granting, for a limited time, liberty to carry rice from his Majeſty's provinces e of South. 
Carolina and Georgia; to other parts of America, on-paying Britiſh duties. 


For raifing money by loans or Exchequer bills. 

For preventing frauds committed by bankrupts, &c. 

For preventing inconveniencies arifing in cafes of merchants, and' ſac other perſvns as are 
within the ſtatutes of ann being entitled to privilege of Parliament, and nne. in 
folvent. 

To encourage the cambrick manufacture in England. 

For exporting ſalt from Europe to Quebec, for a limited time. 

For granting a bounty on the importation of hemp, and er and undreſſed fax, from: his: 
Majeſty's colonies in America. 

For enabling his Majeſty, with the advice of his privy council, to order the free importation 


of proviſions from Ireland during the next receſs of Parliament, or as the neceſſity of the time 


may require. 

For continuing Gwen acts of Parliament, made for the encouragement of the whale fiſhery 
carried on by his Majeſty's ſubjects, particularly that on the coaſt of America. 

For eſtabliſhing,an agreement with the governor and company of the Bank of England, for 
taiſing certain ſums of money for the ſervice of the year 1764. 

For preventing ſuch paper bills of credit, as may hereafter be iſſued within any of his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies or plantations in America, from being made legal tender in payment of money. 

As we gave, in the preceding year, an abſtractrof the act for laying duties on cyder, &c. we 
think it neceſſary to ſtate, rather at large, the act which paſſed this ſeſſion for explaining and 
amending it. 

It is thereby enacted, that from and after the fifth day of July 1764, the time limited by 
the former act for payment of the duties, ſhall be extended to fix months. 

In lieu of the former compoſition, officers of exciſe are authoriſed to compound with pri- 
vate families, at the rate of two ſhillings per head, per annum, for each perſon of eight years old 
and upwards, in the lifts delivered in to them, which compoſition ſhall be renewed annually; 
and in caſe of an increaſe in the family during the year, an additional liſt ſhall be given in, and 
two-pence per month paid for every perſon added during the ſubſiſting unexpired term of ſuch-- 
year, The compoſitions ſhall-be applied as the duties: other parts of the former act relating 
to compoſitions, ſhall continue in force. 

«© Makers of cyder at other preſſes than their own, not being compounders, ſhall enter their- 
names at the next office of excife, ten days previous to ſuch making; together with the mills. 
and owners thereof, and the cellars or ſtorehouſes for keeping ſuch cyder, under a penalty for 
their uſing any unentered mill, ſtorehouſe, &c. twenty-five pounds. Officers of exciſe ſhall 
have free acceſs to the ſaid mills, ſtorehouſes, &c. in the day time, to gauge the cyder, &c. 
and to make and report the charge, leaving a copy with the maker; who ſhall pay the duty 
according to ſuch charge. 

« Proprietors of cyder mills, &c, ſo i out, ſhall not be obliged to give notice thereof. 

„Where the compounder intends to ſell or diſpoſe of cyder, &c immediately from the 
mill, the officer ſhall deliver to him blank certificates and counterparts for the purpoſe, to be 


filled up occaſionally, which ſhall protect the removal of ſuch.cyder. The counterpart ſhall be 


filled. 
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2764 filled ap id Signed at the ſame time with the-certificates, and het bi veiurned: to the officer, 


and a receipt ſhall be given him for the certificates. The certificates and counterparts not 
uſed, ſnall be produced when called for. The quantities ſold and certified for, ſhall be veri- 
fied on oath. Returns of the quantities diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid, ſhall be made by the officers 
of exciſe to the commiſſioners of exciſe, and the duties charged from the counterparts; a copy 
of which returns ſhall be left with the maker, who fhall pay the duty accordingly within the fix 
months from thence. A maker of cyder or perry not complying with theſe regulations, or 
being guilty of any fraud, ſhall forfeit twenty-five pounds, Certificates for the removal of 
cyder from the mill, ſhall be in force but between the firſt of September and thirteenth of De- 
cember, yearly, Blank certificates and counterparts ſhall be — up within ten days 
after, on penalty of twenty-five pounds. 

The penalty of obſtructing an officer in his duty, ſhall be fifty pounds. If any officer of 
exciſe ſhall refuſe, or wilfully negleC to leave a true copy of his report in writing, or to grant 
a certificate for the removal of any cyder or perry, upon reaſonable requeſt made for that pur- 
pole, or if any maker of cyder or perry, authoriſed to compound, ſhall offer to make ſuch 
compoſition, and if any ſuch officer ſhall refuſe or wilfully negle& to accept ſach compoſition, 


he ſhall for each refuſal or negle&, forfeit and pay the ſum of forty ſhillings.” 


By the act relating to the Britiſh colonies, a duty of one pound two ſhillings is laid on 
foreign clayed ſugars, inſtead of five ſhillings and ſix-pence; a duty of fix-pence a pound on 
indigo, inſtead of two-pence; coffee two pounds nineteen ſhillings and nine-pence per hun- 
dred weight; Madeira wine ſeven pounds per ton; Port and Spaniſh wines ten ſhillings per 
ton; wrought ſilks, &c. and ſtuffs mixed with ſilks, &c. two ſhillings a piece; callicoes two 
ſhillings and ſix-pence a piece; cambrics three ſhillings ; French lawns three ſhillings ; coffee 
and pimento of the growth of the Britiſh colonies, coffee feven ſhillings per hundred weight, 
pimento two-pence a pound; foreign melaſſes and ſyrups three-pence a gallon, inſtead of ſix- 
pence, which wes ſeldom paid. Theſe duties are all to be paid into the Exchequer, and re- 
ſerved for defraying the charges of proteRing the Britiſh colonies in America, 

The act for preventing frauds and abuſes in relation to the ſending and receiving letters and 
packets free from the duty of poſtage, certainly merits a general recital. To raiſe this branch 
of the public revenue, by correcting its abuſes, and bringing back the privilege of franking 
letters to its original deſign, was the object of this excellent law. 

It appeared, on the examination of witneſſes in the committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
that the poſtage of franked letters amounted, one year with another, to 1970,0001. And, among 
the various abuſes of it, proof was given that franks were publicly ſold at ſeveral of the coffce- 
houſes in London. The preamble is as follows: 

£© Whereas, under colour of the privilege of ſending and receiving poſt letters by "a7 
of Parliament, free from the duty of poſtage, many great and notorious frauds have been, and 
{till are frequently practiſed, as well in derogation of the honour of Parliament, as to the detri- 
ment of the public revenue ; divers perſons having preſumed to counterfeit the hand, and 


_ otherwiſe fraudulently to make uſe of the names of members of Parliament, upon letters and 


packets to be ſent by the poſt, in order to avoid the payment of the duty of poſtage: and 
whereas the allowance of ſending and recetving letters and packets free from the duty of poſt- 
age, heretofore granted to, or cuſtomarily exerciſed by certain perſons, not being members of 
Parliament, in reſpect of their offices, has not been ſufficiently confined to ſuch letters and 
pockets only as relate to the buſineſs of their reſpective offices; and may, therefore, if conti- 
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1708 nid; without reſtrictions and limitations, be liable to great abuſe : in order, therefore, to 
put the more effectual ſtop to theſe and the like frauds and abuſes, and, at the ſame time, to 
aſcertain, for the better guidance and direction of his Majeſty's poſtmaſter-general, and the 
officers to be employed under him, in the performance of their duty, by what perſons only, 
and what regulations or reſtrictions, the privilege or allowance of ſending and receiving letters 

| and packets free from the-duty of poſtage, ſhall thenceforth be exerciſed and enjoyed, &c.” 

| The principal clauſe of this act, which contains a variety of ſubordinate reſolutions, enacted, 

That no letters or packets ſhall be exempted from poſtage but ſuch as ſhall be ſent from or 

3 5 to the King; and ſuch, not exceeding two ounces in weight, as ſhall be ſigned on the outſide 

by a member of either houſe, and the whole of the ſuperſcription to be of ſuch member's wri- 

| ting, or directed to a member at his 3 relidenes, or place where he ſhall then be,- or at the 
| bouſe, &c. of Parliament. 

« Printed votes and proceedings in Parliament, and newſpapers ſent without covers, or in 

covers open at the ends, and ſigned on the outſide by a member, or directed to a member, ac- 

_ cording to notice given by him to the poſtmaſter-general.” 

Theſe two clauſes were properly inſerted, that this act might not operate to the laying any 
reſtraint on ſuch a profitable branch of revenue as the public * which it would 
otherwiſe have done. 

Any perſon forging the ſuperſcription of any letter or packet, &c. is adjudged guilty of 
felony ; and the puniſhment of ſuch offence, tranſportation for ſeven years,” 

It is ſcarce neceſſary to add, that a very confiderable and immediate addition was made by 
this ſalutary law to the public revenue. 

A debt contraQted on account of the war ſtill remained to be ſatisfied. This the miniſtry 
propoſed to diſcharge to the amount of 2, ooo, oool. but at this moment there were 1,800,000}, 
in Exchequer bills, which were at ſuch a diſcount, as to have no ſmall effect on the ſtate of 
public credit, 

The Bank contract, however, being at this time in a ſtate of renewal, the Treaſury availed 
itſelf very prudently of ſuch a favourable conjuncture, and ſtipulated that this body ſhould 
take a million of theſe bills for two years, at an intereſt reduced by one-fourth ; and, at the 
{ame time, ſhould pay a fine on their renewal, of 100, oool. This was repreſented, at the time, 
and we believe with great truth, as the moſt beneficial contract ever made with a corporation, 
whoſe vaſt money trade 1s carried on upon the credit of government. For the remaining part 
of the Exchequer bills, new ones were ſtruck. 

Government brought forward to the national ſervice 700, oool. the produce of the French 

prizes taken before the declaration of war, and which the King had graciouſly beſtowed upon 

the public. The ſaving of the non- effective was alſo at laſt brought to account, to the amount 
of 140,000). 

With theſe reſources, aided by the land-tax, which 1 now to be ſettled at four ſhillings 
in the pound, with the malt-tax, and two millions, being the overplus of the ſinking fund, 
and ſome other particular ſavings, the before-mentioned debt of two millions was paid off, and 

an adequate proviſion made for the ſervice of the enſuing year, in all its eſtabliſhments and 

contingencies, the whole amounting to between ſeven and eight millions, 
The employment of the overplus of the ſinking fund was juſtified by the public exigency, — 

by former precedents,—but principally on the credit of its being augmented by near 400, oool. 
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1764 in the ſingle article of tea, from the wiſe meaſures which had been taken to prevent ſmuggling, 


Upon the whole, this ſcheme of ways and means, though it was very violently attacked by 


the party writers of the day, muſt be allowed to poſſeſs no inconſiderahle merit. 


It Was not 


attended by loan, taxes, or lottery; and if any little leaven of miniſterial artifice is to be found 
in the buſineſs, the ſituation of the country, and the temper of the public, may be offered in 


juſtification of it. 
The ſupplies granted by Parliament for the ſervice of this year. 


December 5. Granted to his Majeſty for the marriage portion of her EO 

Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Auguſta, | — — 80,000 © o 
For 16,000 ſeamen, including 4,287 marines, — 832,000 © © 
For land forces, including 2, 739 invalids, nn to 11,532 effec- 

tive men; and for guards, garriſons, &c. _ — 617,704 17 107 
For maintaining his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in the Plantations, | 

at Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — — 3 372,774 6 42 
For the general and general ſtaff officers in Great Britain, — 11,322 7 3 
U pon account for the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces and | 

marines, — — — — 30,188 18 © 
Upon account of reduced officers diſbanded in 1763, and to be diſ- 4 

banded in 1764, — — — —_. 125,455 13 0 
For allowances to ſeveral officers, &c. of the two troops of horſe 

guards and regiment of horſe reduced, &c. &c. — 2,605 15 © 
To defray the ſubſidies due to the Duke of Brunſwick, purſuant to 

treaties, — — _ _ — 43,901 3 74 
For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay, &c. — 398,568 119 
For carrying on the building of four houſes for the officers of the hoſ- 

pital at Plymouth, — — — — 3.000 © o 
On account of Greenwich Hoſpital, — — 10,000 © o 
For the charge of the office of ordnance, — — 173,080 8 6 
For ſervices performed by the ſaid office, not vrovided tor by Parlia- | | 

liament in 1763, _... — — — „582.3890 5 x 
To the building and repairs of his Majeſty's ſhips, 8 200,000 © o 
To enable his Majeſty to ſatisfy certain navy and victualling bills, 179,229 6 6 
To the Britiſh Muſeum, — — — 2,000 0 © 
To the commiſhoners for paving the ſtreets of Weſtminſter, &c. 10,000 © © 

| For diſcharging the Exchequer bills made out by virtue of an act | 

paſſed laſt ſeſſion, entitled, An AR for raiſing a certain Sum of Money 

by Loans or Exchequer Bills for 1763, and for further appropriating,” 

&c. and charged upon the firſt aids or ſupplies to be granted in this 

ſeſſion, — _ — — 1,800,000 © o 
To replace to the foking fund the ſum iſſued thereout, for the half 

year's payment due September 29th, 1763, on the annuities after the rate 

of 41. per cent. per ann. granted in reſpect of certain navy, victualling, 

| han 5 
Carried over, 4,944,190 16 o 
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75097,111 15 
Pp | 


Kei 
Biooght over, _ 4944190" 16 o 
and tranſport bills, &c. delivered in and cancelled, Fry to an act : 
made in the laſt ſeſſion, — — — 69,671 1 2 
To replace to the finking fund the ſum _ out of the ſame, to make | 
good the deficiency on July 5th, 1763, of the ſeveral rates and duties 
upon offices, penſions and houſes, and upon windows and lights, which 
were made an act by the thirty-firſt of the reign of his Majeſty, for pay- 
ing annuities to the Bank of England, in refpe& of five millions bor- 
rowed towards the ſupply of 1758, __ — — 41,223 1 6 
To replace to the ſinking fund the ſum paid out of the ſame, to make 
good the deficiency on October 10th, 1763, of the ſeveral additional 
duties upon wines imported into this kingdom, and certain duties upon 
all cyder and perry, which were made a fund by an act of the late ſeſſion, 
for paying annuities, in reſpect of 3, 500,000l. borrowed towards the 
ſupply of 1763, os — — — 36,699 15 41 
To make good to his Majeſty certain ſums, which have been advanced | 
by his Majeſty's orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of this Houſe, 7,359 © © 
For the extraordinary expences of his Majeſty's land forces, and other 
ſervices, &c. not provided for by Parliament, — — 823,876 12 24 
Ditto, — — — — _ 102,469 19 34 
Ditto, — — _ OT _ 61,088 4 © 
On account of out-penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, — 103,794 2 0 
To make good a deficiency in the ſum voted laſt ſeſſion, upon account | 
of out-penfioners of Chelſea Hoſpital for 1963, — 18,331 17 11 
- For paying penſions to certain widows of reduced ofhcers of land 
forces and marines, &c. _ _ — 1,696 0 © 
Upon account, for the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 5.703 14 11 
Upon account, for the charges of the civil eſtabliſhment of Georgia, . 1.0 %% $8 8 
Upon account, for the charges of the civil eſtabliſnment of Eaſt Florida, 5,500 o © 
Ditto, Weſt Florida, — — — hy 5,700 © © 
Upon account, for the expence of general Turveys of his Majeſty's 
dominions in North America. — — _ 1,818 9 © 
To be applied towards encouraging and enabling John Blake, Eſq. | 
further to carry into execution the plan concerted by him, for the better 
ſupplying the cities of London and Weſtminſter with fiſh at moderate rates, 2, 500 © o 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — 650,000 o 6 
To make good the deficiency. of the grants for the ſervice of 1763, 129,489 o 3 
For paying a bounty to certain chaplains of the navy, — 1,231 17 6 
To enable the commiſſioners appointed by an act of the ſecond year of 
the preſent reign, to make compenſation to the owners of certain lands in 
Kent, Suſſex, and Southampton, &c. &c. — — 545 15 © 
For the cloathing of the militia, — — — 80,000 o o 
Carried over, 4 
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To make 5 the intereſt af the: . 2 ſums, to be paid in 
purſuance of the ſaid act of the ſecond year of the preſent reign, | — 103 I 3 9 
To the Foundling Hoſpital, — 12 * 38,347 10 0 
For maintaining forts and fettlements on the coaſt of Africa, | | 20,000 © © 
To enable his Majeſty to make good to Samuel Touchet, of London, 
merchant, all the expence he has incurred in, fitting out ſeveral veſſels, 
employed in the late ſucceſstul expedition for the reduction of the French 
forts and ſettlements in the river Senegal, and to ſatisfy to him all claims 
and demands whatſoever, on the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's navy, or 
on any officer or officers, employed in the ſaid expedition, for ſuch of the 
faid veſſels as were loſt or taken into his Majeſty's ſervice, — 7,000 © o 
Upon account, towards diſcharging unſatisfied claims for expences in- 


curred during the late war in Germany, — — 329,093 17 4 
That the ſum of 170, 906l. 28. 8d. ariſing from certain 1 made 

upon the nont effective accounts of ſeveral regiments, &c. be granted to- 

wards diſcharging unſatisfied claims, &c. during the late war in Germany, 170, 906 2 8 
To the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, purſuant to treaty, — $0,000 © © 


Sum total of the ſupplies granted this ſeſhon, — 7,712, 562 19 17 


— I 


Ways and means for raiſing the above ſupply granted to his Majeſty, viz. 

| DECEMBER SZS. 

The duties on malt, &c. to be continued to June 24, 1765, 75, oool. 

A land tax of 4s. in the pound to be raiſed, in the uſual manner, for one year, from 
March 25, 1764, 2,037,854l. 198. 11d. 

FEBRUARY. 6. 

All perſons entitled to ſuch of the bills payable in courſe of the navy or victualling offices, 
or for tranſports, made out on or before December 31, 1762, as have not been converted into 
annuities, after the rate of 41. per cent. per ann. (after having had the intereſt, due thereupon 
to March 25, 1763, inclufive, computed) thall be entitled to an annuity, transferable at the | 
Bank of England, for the principal and intereſt due on the ſaid bills, after the rate of al. per 
cent. per ann, commencing from March 25, 1763, in lieu of all other intereſt, until redeemed 
by Parliament. 
| FEBRUARY g. 
| That the propoſal of the Bank, for advancing the ſum of 1,000,000 on Exchequer bills, and 
for paying the ſum of 1 ro, oool. into the Exchequer, be accepted, 1,1 10,0001. 

| FEBRUARY 21. 8 

That the act of the ninth of George II. chap. 37. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
That the act of the fourth of George II. chap. 29. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 
That ſo much of an act of the eighth of George I. chap. 12. as relates to the importation of 
wood, timber and lumber from any of his Majeſty's colonies in America, free from all cuſtoms 
whatſoever, is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 

MARCH 


1764 


* 
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. MARCH io. 
That a duty of 21: 198. 9d. per hundred weight, averdupois, be laid on all foreign _ 
imported from any place, except Great Britain, into the Britiſh colonies or plantations in A- 


merica. That a duty of 6d. per Ib. be laid on all foreign indigo, imported into the'faid colo- 


nies. That a duty of 1. ſterling per tun, be laid on all wine of the growth of the Madeiras, 


or any other place, imported into the ſaid colonies. That a duty of 108. ſterling per tun, be 
laid on all Portugal, Spaniſh, or any other wine, except French, imported from Great Bri- 
tain into the ſaid colonies. That a duty of 28. ſterling per Ib. be laid on all wrought filks, 
Bengals, and ſtuffs mixed with ſilk or herba, of the manufacture of Perſia, China, or Eaft 
India, imported from Great Britain into the ſaid colonies. That a duty of 28. 6d. ſterling 


per piece, be laid on all callicoes, painted, dyed, printed, or ſtained, in Perſia, China or 


Eaſt India, imported from Great Britain into the ſaid colonies. That a duty of 3s. ſterling 
per piece, be laid on all foreign cambrick and French lawns imported from Great Britain into 
the ſaid colonies. That a duty of 7s. ſterling per cwt. be laid on all coffee, - ſhipped in any 
Britiſh colony in America, in order to be exported or conveyed to any other place, except to 
Great Britain. That a duty of one halfpenny, ſterling, per Ib. be laid on all pimento ſhipped 
in any Britiſh colony in America, in order to be exported to any other place except Great 
Britain. That an act of the fixth of George II. chap. 13. be continued until September 30, 
1764. That the ſaid act be, with the amendments, made perpetual, from September 29, 1764. 
That, after September 29, 1764, in lieu of the duty granted by the ſaid act upon melaſſes and 


ſyrups, a duty of 3d, ſterling per gallon, be laid on all melaſſes and ſyrups of the growth, 


produce, or manufacture of any, foreign American colony, imported into the Britiſh colonies 
in America. That the produce of all the ſaid duties, and alſo of the duties which ſhall, from 
and after September 29, 1764, be raiſed, by virtue of the ſaid act, be paid into the receipt of 


his Majeſty's Exchequer, and there reſerved, to be from time to time diſpoſed of by Parlia- 


ment, towards defraying the neceſſary expences of defending, protecting, and ſecuring, the 
Britiſh colonies in America. That, towards further defraying the ſaid expences, it may be 
proper to charge certain ſtamp duties in the ſaid colonies. That there be not any drawback 
allowed of any part of the rate or duty of the old ſubſidy on any foreign goods, except wines, 
of the growth, product, or manufacture of Europe, or the Eaſt Indies, exported from this 
kingdom to the Britiſh colonies in America, That no drawback be allowed of any part of 
any rate or duty upon white callicoes, or foreign linens, exported from this kingdom to the 
Britiſh colonies in America. That the duties impoſed in the Britiſh colonies in America, by 


an act of the twenty-fifth of Charles II. entitled, An Act for the encouragement of the 


« Greenland and Eaſtland Trades, and for the better ſecuring the Plantation Trade,” be de- 


clared to be ſterling money. That the importation of rum and ſpirits, of the produce or ma- 


nufacture of any foreign American colony, into the Britiſh colonies in America, be prohibited. 
That the annuities, granted in 1761, for a certain term of 99 years, from January 5, 1761, 
transferable at the Bank of England, be, from January 5, 1764, with the conſent of the 
ſeveral proprietors, added to, and made a joint ſtock with, the annuities which were granted 
in 1762, for a certain term of 98 years, from January 5, 1762, transferable at the Bank of 
England; and that the charges and expences thereof be paid out of the finking fund, in 
the ſame manner as thoſe of the ſaid annuities granted in 1762, are paid and payable; and 
ſuch perſons as ſhall not, on or before June 1, 1764, ſignify their diſſent, in books to be 
opened at the Bank of England for that purpoſe, ſhall be deemed and taken to aſſent thereto. 

| That 
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That the 3 per cent. annuities, granted in 1761, in reſpect of the ſum of 12,000,000 borrow- 
ed towards the ſupply of the year 1961, together with the charges and expences attending the 
ſame, be, with the like conſent of the ſeveral proprietors thereof, charged upon, and made 
payable out of the ſinking fund. That all the monies that have ariſen ſince January 5, 1764, 
or may hereafter ariſe, of the produce of the additional duty on ſtrong beer and ale, which was 
made a fund for payment of the 3 per cent. annuities, granted in reſpe& of the ſum of 
12,000,000 borrowed by virtue of an act of the firſt of George III. towards the ſapply of the 
year 1761, and alſo of the annuities for a certain term of 99 years, granted in reſpect of the 
ſame ſum, be made part of the ſinking fund. That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his 
Majeſty, there be iſſued and applied the ſum of two millions, out of ſuch monies as ſhall ariſe 
of the ſurpluſſes, exceſles, or overplus monies, and other reyenues, compoſing the finking 
fund, 2, ooo, oool. 

MARCH 13% 

That an additional duty of 11. 2s. ſterling, per cwt. averdupois, be laid on all white or 
clayed ſugars, of the produce or manufa&ture of any foreign American colony, imported into 
any Britiſh colony in America. That the produce of the ſaid additional duty be paid into the 
receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, and there reſerved, to be, from time to time, diſpoſed of 
by Parliament, towards defraying the neceſſary expences of defending, protecting, and ſecur- 
ing the Britiſh colonies in America, That upon all wines, except French, exported as mer- 
chandize, from this kingdom to the Britiſh colonies in America, a drawback be allowed of 
all the duties paid on the importation of ſuch wines, except 3]. 10s. per tun, part of the addi. 
tional duty of 41, per tun, granted by an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; and alſo 
except ſuch part of the duties paid upon wines, imported by ſtrangers or aliens, or in foreign 
ſhips, as exceeds what would have been payable upon ſach wines, if the ſame had been im. 
ported by Britiſh ſubjects, and in Britiſh ſhips. That no allowance be made for leakage, 
upon the importation of any wines into this kingdom, unleſs ſuch wines be imported directly 
from the place of their growth, or from the uſual place of their firſt ſhipping, except only 
Madeira wines, imported from any of the Britiſh colonies in America, or frem the Eaſt 
Indies. That any perſon, or perſons, be permitted to import, in ſhips belonging to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, whale fins, taken from whales caught, by any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, in the 
gulph or river of St. Lawrence, or in any ſeas on the coaſts of any of his Majeſty's colonies 
in America, without paying any cuſtom, ſubſidy, or duty for the ſame, except the rate or 
duty of the old ſubſidy, for the term of ſeven years, from December 25, 1703. 

MARCH 15. | 

That the duties now payable on beaver ſkins imported into Great Britain, from his, Majeſ- 
ty's dominions in America, do ceaſe; and that there be granted to his Majeſty in lieu thereof, 
a duty of 7d. on each beaver ſkin exported from Great Britain. That there be granted to his 
Majeſty a duty of 18. 6d. per Ib. for all beayer wool exported from Great Britain. That the 
ſaid duties be made applicable to the ſame purpoſes, to which the former duties upon beaver 
{kins were applied. That no drawback be allowed upon beaver ſkins exported from Great 
Britain. 

M ARCH 22. 

That there be raiſed by loans or Exchequer bills, to be charged upon the firſt aids to be 
granted in the next ſeſſion, and ſuch Exchequer bills, if not diſcharged, with intereſt thereupon, 
on or before April 5, 1765, to be exchanged and received in payment in the uſual manner, 
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1764 the ſam of 800,0001l. That the ſam of 34971. 9s. d. remaining in the receipt of the Exche- 
quer, being the ſurplus of the ſeveral duties upon beer and ale, granted by an act of the firſt of 
his Majeſty's reign, be ifſued and applied towards making good the ſupply granted in this ſeſ- 
fion, That ſuch part of the ſam of 1 F, oool. granted in the laſt ſeſſion for defraying the 
charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia, for one year, beginning March 25, 1763, as 
ſhall remain in the receipt of the Exchequer, after the ſaid charge is ſatisfied, be ifſned and 
applied towards raiſing the ſupply granted in this ſeſſion. - That the act of the fifth of George 
the Second, chap. 28. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. That the act of the ſixth of 
George II. chap. 33. is near expiring, and fit to be continued, Fhat the act f the * 


ſecond of George II. chap. 45. is near expiring, and fit to be continued. 


| RECAPITULATION, 
By the two reſolutions of December 8. — — 2,787,854 19.11 
By the reſolution of February 9. — — 1,110,000 © 0 
By the twenty-ſecond reſolution of March 10. — 2,000,000 o © 
By the firſt and ſecond reſolutions of March 2. — 803, 497 9 9 


To which if we add, firſt, the liquidated proviſions made by the com- 
mittee of ſupply, as follows: 
By the fixth and ſeventh reſolutions of March 1. — 
By the ſecohd reſolution of April 7. — — 170,906 
Secondly, The net produce of the French prizes taken before the de- 
claration of war, and veſted. in the crown, but graciouſly given up by 


163.558 3 3% 
4 * 


his Majeſty for the ſervice of the public, — — 723,758 0 0 
Sum total of the liquidated proviſions will be — 7.759, 574 15. 7. 
Exceſs of proviſions, — —— — 47,01 12 7 022 


A general account of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ſtanding out Janu- 


ary 5, 1764, with the annual intereſt, &c. _ Principal Debt. Annual Interęſt, &c. 
1 „ 
* Exchequer, — — 2,021,981 12 92 153,164 4 8 
Eaft India Company, — 4,200,000 o © 127,687 10 © 
Bank of England, — 96, 239,498 3 34 3,238,789 5 5+ 
By remaining annuities of one life each, granted 
on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— Ditto on the 
3 per cent. annuities of 1757 and 1761; as alſo on 
the annuities of 1 per cent. for 98 years to the ſub- 
ſcribers to the loan of 12, 00, oool. granted for the 
fervice of the year 1762, together with the charges of 
management to the Bank of England, | — — | 339,979 9 9 
South Sea Company, — | 27,125,309 13 112 829,507 14 14 
Total, 129, 586,789 10 % 4,689,128 2 © 


* The land taxes and duties on malt, being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 2,000,0001. charged 


en the deduction of 6d. per pound on penſions, nor the ſum of 1, Soo, oool. charged on the ſurplus, in the year 1764 
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1764 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CuzisTMAs 1763, to CHRISTMAS 1764. 


Countries. Imports. 
Africa, — — . 359738 9 2 
Canaries, : — _ 3,153 10 7 
Denmark and Norway, — 5.027 9 6 
Eaſt Country, — — 224,499 I 
- Eaſt India, — — 1,182,844 18 6 
Flanders, — _ 145,772 2 3 
France, — . R / 04 29 IT 
Germany, — — 410 1 2 
Greenland, — 7,936 922 
Holland, — — 371,730 2 2 
Ireland, — — 77,412 19 8 
Italy, — — — 10,902 9 5 
Madeiras — — 55792 9 3 
Portugal, Fer * 312,974 5 
Ruflia, — — — 920,293 12 3 
Spain, 8 Fe: 503,489 6 4 
Streights, — —_ 32,271 411 
Sweden, — — 253,280 11 
Turkey, — — — 191,568 16 — 
Venice, — — 54,992 10 6 
Britiſh and Iriſh linens per bounty, — — 
Alderney, —— — 173 10 
Belle-Iſle, — — 4 6 
Guernſey, — — 27,0 5 IG 11 
Jerſey, n ee 18,282 0 
Antigua, — __ 307,392 6 8 
Barbadoes, — — — 300, 213 17 3 
Bermudas, — — — 166 11 * 
Canada, — — 44,669 9 6 
Carolina, — — 3419727 13 7 
Dominica, — — 31,894 6 2 
Florida, — — 3 & 
Georgia, — — 31,325 9 4 
Granades, — — 206,889 13 6 
Guadaloupe, — — 33555117 — 
Havannah, — — 55735 8 — 
Hudſon's Bay, — — — 9775 9 2 
122 2 — U— — 15070, 1585 1 9 
artinico, — — 3,169 6 8 
Montſerrat, — — 82,966 15 — 
Nevis, — — 60,952 11 2 
New England, — — 0 
Newfoundland, — — 30,354 2 4 
New Providence, —— — 45436 6 7 
New Vork, — — 535697 10 4 
Nova Scotia, — — 32 10 3 
Pennſylvania, — — 36,258 18 1 
St. Croix, — — 8,681 12 6 
St. 8 Iſland, — — 80 17 2 
St. Kitt's, — — 283,842 4 TL 
St. Euſtatia, — * — 917 — 10 
= of —— — — —— 
ortola, — 15649 1 11 
Tobago, —— — E. 4 — 
Virginia and Maryland, — $59,408 16 1 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — 9,398 11 3 
Foreign coin and bullien, — — 
Prize goods, — — 44,361 5 2 
Totals, 10, 364,307 12 3 


H 


2 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


£. 


379315 3 


1,165,600 12 


Exports, 
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1 78 On the 28th day of Auguſt died; Sir John Barnard, Knight, 5 and Fatlier of the 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


city of London, which he had repreſented in fix ſucceſſive Parliaments. His aſſiduity as a 


magiſtrate, his abilities as a ſenator, and his integrity as a man, rendered him one of the moſt 


reſpectable and popular characters of the times in which he lived. As a teſtimony of public 
gratitude for the great ſervices he rendered to the trade of his country, the merchants of Lon- 
don cauſed his ſtatue to be erected, during his life, on the Royal Exchange; a ſolid honour 
which enyy-never attempted to mutilate, and party ſpirit never wiſhed to remove. Theſe- 
pages, devoted to record the annals of Britiſh'commerce; would ſurely have been very deficient, 
if. they had neglected to mention the name and honours of this great commercial cha- 


racter. 
Extract from the general bill of all the chriſtenings and burials within the city of London, 


from December 13, 1763, to December 14, 1764. 


Chriſtened, Males, 8, 593 Buried, Males, 11, 503 
Females, 8,208 : Females, 11,699 
16,801 | 23, 202 


MC 
_—— — — 


Amſterdam, died, 8,585; born, 5,896. 

Brunſwick, died, 970; born, 1,219; marriages, 361. 

Denmark, died, 27,167 ; born, 25,756. 

Norway, -died, 19, 386; born 21, 236. 

The dutchies of Sleſwick and Holſtein, lordſhips of Pinnenberg, and the city of Altena, 
died, 11,865; born 13,159, 

Dreſden, died, 1,460; born, 1,842 ; marriages, 445. 

Drontheim, died, 4,128; born, 5,045. 

Dublin, died, 2,307 ; born, 1,999. 

Francfort on the Maine, died, 983; baptized, 922; marriages, 218. 

Haerlem, died, 910; born, 880. 

Hague, died, 1,113. 

Hannau, died, 430; born, 457; marriages, 145. 

Leipfick, died in the city, 479; in the ſuburbs, 520; born, 974; marriages, 377. 

Ratiſbon, of the Proteſtant congregation died, 260; born, 227; * of 

Rotterdam, died, 1,735; marriages, 155. 

Paris, died, 17,199 ; born, 19, 404; marriages, 4,838; foundling children, 5, 560. 

Cheſter, from January 1, 1764, to January 1, 1765, died, 452; chriſtened, 383; mar- 
riages, n 

Mancheſter and Salford, died, 754; born, 886; marriages, 447. 

We ſhall conclude this year with obſerving, that the Houſe of Commons paſſed a vote, that 
it was juſt and requiſite to eſtabliſh ſtamp duties in America, fimilar to thoſe already ſettled in 
Great Britain, towards defraying the expences neceſſary for the protection of the colonies. 
This was the firſt, though unſuſpected ſtep to that ſcene of domeſtic diſcontent, which ended 
in a war the moſt important that ever employed the arms of Great Britain. 


2765 The act for impoſing a tax on ſtamps in America, which was the parliamentary offspring of 


this year, will be, of courſe, a principal object of our attention in relating the events of it; and 
| though 
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1765 though it is a ſubje& which has been ſo minutely conſidered by the national mind, yet a8 its 


conſequences will form ſuch a very conſiderable feature in this work, we ſhould be naturally 
conſidered as very deficient, if we were entirely to paſs over, in this place, the circumſtances. 
which led to, and accompanied the enaction of it. | 

No war was ever terminated with greater glory than that which Great Britain carried on 
againſt the combined powers of France and Spain, and was concluded by the treaty of Paris, 
in 1763. The power and energy of the Britiſh nation had been conducted by the greateſt 
miniſter, perhaps, that ever guided the councils of any empire; and partaking, as it were, of 
his active, unconquerable ſpirit, commanded that ſucceſſion of victories, both by ſea and land, 
in every part of the globe, which made Europe tremble with aſtoniſhment, and diſſipated the 
boaſted ſtrength of the houſe of Bourbon. 

At length the peace of 1763 put a ſinal period to this memorable war; and Great Britain 
became poſſeſſed of the immenſe continent of North America, from the banks of the Miſhfippi 
to the ſhores of Greenland. She acquired ſeveral valuable iſlands in the Weſt Indies, and 
eſtabliſhed herſelf in the oriental world with ſuch augmented poſſeſſion and added ſtrength, as 
to poſſeſs a decided ſuperiority over all other European: nations who carry on. any commerce, 
and poſſeſs any ſettlements in thoſe diſtant countries. 

But while the eye of patriotiſm gazed with. peculiar delight on this ſplendid ſcene of Britiſh 
2 glory, the pervading ſpirit of political prophecy was not backward in imparting its apprehen- 
Ly ſions of that miſchief which has ſince ariſen from it. 

. | The entire ceſſion of the French poſſeſſions in North America, was a ſubje& of trembling 
725 expectation in the minds of many who were, by no means, in the habit of employing their 
5 reaſon in idle ſpeculations. While this vaſt extent of country remained in the poſſeſſion of 
France, it certainly operated as a powerful reſtraint upon the colonies, and by keeping them in 
perpetual alarms, obliged them to have continual recourſe to the parent ſtate for aid and pro- 
tection. The acquiſition therefore of Canada, &c. by freeing the Britith North American 
colonies from all apprehenſions on that dangerous quarter, afforded them a ſecurity which they 
had never known; and, of courſe, gave leiſure for the progreſs of thoſe ideas, which other- 
wiſe might indeed have occaſionally riſen into exiſtence, but would never have attained to any 
degree of maturity. | 

While France poſſeſſed this ceded territory, the muſt, in the moſt confidential mo- 
ments of peace, have been conſidered, from her American poſition, excluſive of all other 
circumſtances, as a natural enemy to Britiſh America; and while that idea remained, 
the connection between Great Britain and her Colonies muſt have ſubſiſted. The one 
would have wanted protection, and the other would have required obedience; and theſe 
reciprocal obligations would have preſerved their union unbroken in every circumſtance 
of it. 

Thus the 8 on of the war between Great Britain and France, placed the North Ame- 
rican colonies in a ſituation of advantage which they had never before known, and gave them 
an unexperienced opportunity to exert all that natural vigour which they have ſince manifeſted. 
That they ſhould now begin to feel their conſequence, was a matter of natural expeQation ; 
and that the wiſh to realize it, in ſome degree, by enlarging their privileges, or preſſing a little 
on what might be conſidered as the exuberance of parental authority, ſhould be encouraged 
among them, was the reſult of their proſperous and powerful condition, 


The 
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176 5 The advantages which the Americans poſſeſſed were numerous; nor did they want a foirit 
to add to the number of them. Their interior trade, as well as external commerce, was Ry 
increaſed ; their population augmented, their agriculture extended, and their knowlege en- 
larged. While they poſſeſſed frugality and induſtry, thoſe two leading principles of private 
and public proſperity, they could boaſt an ardent, but well-direQed ſpirit of commercial enter- 
prize; and though they declared a moſt faithful attachment to Great Britain, and had mani- 
feſted, on all occafions, a dutiful obedience to its government, yet the republican ſpirit which 
Had led their anceſtors to the American deſarts, was preſerved amongſt them with a traditional 
devotion, particularly in the New England provinces, and remained a latent principle of 
action, ready to break forth whenever any events ſhould take place which might encourage its 
exertion. Nor is it a matter of dubious relation, that to attain a ſtate of political indepen- 
dence, was a favourite, as it had been a conſtant hope, with many perſons” of character and 
influence, from the earlieſt times of their colonization, till it was univerſally adopted in that 
conteſt which obtained it for them, 
But this was not all: The French, long before the commencement of the war in 1756, 
gave very unequivocal proofs of their deſire to effect a ſeparation . between England and its 
North American colonies ; and when that war had finally deprived them of all expeCtation of 
gaining any point by the power of their arms, they began to practiſe thoſe intrigues, and em- 
ploy thoſe artifices, which have ſo often ſerved that treacherous nation with better effect than 
more honourable exertions. They employed their ſecret, but active emiſſaries, to diſſeminate 
ſuch opinions as were beſt calculated to raiſe the political importance of America in the opi- 
nion of its inhabitants, and to diſpoſe them to look with a jealous eye on the regulating power 
of the mother country. Such arts were practiſed with perſeverance and with ſucceſs. 
The nations of Europe were alfo growing into what might be conſidered, by the impartial 
politician, as a reaſonable jealouſy of the amazing power of Great Britain, and would have 
rejoiced to ſee a limb broken off from that coloſſal greatneſs of our country which ſeemed to 
beſtride the globe. 
At this time, therefore, and when all theſe circumſtances were evident to the moſt common 
obſervation, it was ſurely the true policy of Great Britain to have employed the moſt tempe- 
rate meaſures in her government of the American colonies; and it was at this moment that 
ſhe began to exerciſe her power, though not indeed without conſideration ; for the miniſter of 
that period was not in the habit of committing raſh actions. 
Mr. Grenville poſſeſſed an uncommon ſpirit of induſtry, great financial knowledge, and un- 
1mpeached integrity: but with theſe, and other eminent qualities, there was a contraction of 
mind in his character, that was much better ſuited to the detail of an inferior department than 
the conduct of a great empire, He felt the weight of debt, amounting at this time to one 
hundred and forty-eight millions, which oppreſſed his country, and he looked to the meliora- 
tion of the revenues as the only mode of relieving it: He was right in principle, but wrong 
in practice. He had ſtudied the public revenues with a profeſſional aſſiduity, and profeſional. 
ideas ſeemed to mingle in all his regulations concerning them. The methods which were 
now adopted to prevent ſmuggling, might not have been attended with any unpleaſant con- 
ſequences, if they had been confined to the coaſts of Great Britain and Ireland; but by ex- 
tending them to the ſhores of America, they interrupted a commerce, which though not ſtrictly 
legal, was extremely advantageous to the colonies. They were therefore in a ſtate of no com- 
mon diſcontent on account of the acts of the Britiſh Parliament which added to their reſtraints, 
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755 5 when the ſtamp act appeared to beighbten their reſentment, and raiſe a kind of private diſplea- 


| ſure into public remonſtrance and general oppoſition. ) | 

A number of armed cutters were ſtationed around: the coaſts of Great Britain, and the moſt 
rigid orders were iſſued to the commanders of them to act in the capacity of revenue officers. 
They were enjoined to take the uſual cuſtom-houſe oaths, and to obſerve the regulations pre- 
ſcribed by them. Thus was the diſtinguiſhed character of a Britiſh naval officer degraded by 
the empl>yments of a tide-waiter, and that active, zealous courage which had been accuſtomed 
to the conqueſt of an enemy, was now to. be exerted in oppoſing a contraband trade, and to 
find a reward in the ſeizure of prohibited commodities. 

The clamour againſt theſe meaſures was loud'in England ; but in America the diſcontent 
on the occaſion was little thort of outrage. As. naval gentlemen, the commanders of theſe 
veſſels were not converſant in the duties of revenue collection, they were therefore oftentimes 
guilty of oppreſſion : remedies were indeed at hand in England; but as the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty or the Treaſury could alone rectify any errors, check any violence, puniſh any injuſ- 
tice, or reſtore any violated property, it was always extremely difficult, and in many caſes al- 
moſt impracticable, for the Americans to obtain redreſs. 

But bad as this evil was, there aroſe one, from the ſame ſource, which was ſtill worſe.—-A 
trade had been carried on for more than a century between the Britiſn and Spaniſh colonies in 
the new world, to the great advantage of both, but eſpecially the former, as well as of the mo- 
ther country; the chief materials of it being on the fide of the Britiſh colonies, Britiſh manu- 
factures, or ſuch of their own produce as enabled them to-purchaſe Britiſh- manufactures for 
their own. conſumption ; and, on the part of the Spaniards, gold and-filver in bullion and coin, 
cochineal, and medicinal drugs, beſide live ſtock and males; which, in the Weſt India plan- 
tations, to which places alone theſe laſt articles were carried, from their great utility, Juſtly 
deſerved to be conſidered of equal importance with the moſt precious metals. 

This trade did not claſh with the ſpirit of any act of Parliament made for the regulation of. 
the Britiſh plantation trade; or, at leaſt with that ſpirit of trade which univerſally prevails in 
our commercial acts: but it was found to vary ſufficiently from the letter of the former, to 
give the new revenue officers à plea for doing that from principles of duty, which there were 
no ſmall temptations to do from the more powerful motives of intereſt. Accordingly, they 
ſcized, indiſcriminately, all the ſnips upon that trade, both of ſubjects and foreigners; which 
the cuſtom-houſe officers ſtationed on ſhore, either through fear of the inhabitants, a more juſt 


way of thinking, or an happy ignorance, had always permitted to paſs unnoticed. 


As the advantage of this commerce was very much in favour of Great Britain, the Spaniſh 
monarchy had always oppoſed it: guarda-coftas were commiſſioned to ſcour the coaſts of her 
American dominions, and to ſeize every veſſel which approached too near them; a duty which 
they had exerciſed with ſuch general licence, as to provoke the war which broke out in 1739. 
The Britiſh eruizers ſeemed to act at this time with the ſame ſpirit in deſtroying this com- 
merce, fo that in a ſhort ſpace of time it was almoſt wholly annihilated. | 

This circumſtance was to the northern colonies a-deprivation of the moſt ſcrious-nature,— 
This traffic had long proved the mine from whence they drew thoſe ſupplies of gold and filyer 
that enabled them to make copious remittances to England, and to provide a ſufficiency of 
current ſpecie at home. A ſudden ſtop being thus put to ſuch a ſource of advantage, the Ame- 
ricans expreſſed the injury they ſuſtained in the harſheſt terms that a ſenſe of injury could in- 
ſpire, But in ſpite of all complaints, the miniſtry continued to proceed. in. their unfortunate 

career, 
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* 5 career, and meaſures equally offenſive to the inhabitants of the North Amerizan colonies con- 
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tinued to be ſacceſhvely adopted, - 

- Befides this trade carried on between. the Britiſh a in ann eſpecially thoſe in the 
Weſt Indies, and the Spaniſh, there had for a long time ſubfiſted one equally extenſive be- 
tween the Britiſh North American colonies in particular, and thoſe of the French Weſt In- 
dies, to the great advantage of both, as it conſiſted chiefly in ſuch goods as muſt otherwiſe 
have remained upon the hands of the poſſeſſors; ſo that it united, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, all 
thoſe benefits which liberal minds include in the idea of a well regulated commerce, as tend- 
ing, in the higheſt degree, to the mutual welfare of thoſe who were concerned in it. 

In thefe benefits the reſpective mother countries had, without doubt, a very large ſhare, 


though it may be impoſſible to determine which, upon the whole, had the moſt. We had enough 


to engage thoſe in power to think it worth connivance, for it certainly was not ſtrictly to law, 
in conſideration of the vaſt-quantity of manufactures it enabled our American colonies to take 
from us; and this alſo, in ſpite of all the olamours which thoſe concerned in our Weſt India 


trade and poſſeſſions could raife againſt it, as enabling the French to underſell them in Weſt 


India produce at the foreign markets. This outcry might indeed be found to ariſe, in a great 
meaſure, from another conſideration, which it was not ſo proper for theſe gentlemen to avow, 
that of their not getting ſo good a price as otherwiſe they might expect, for ſuch part of their 
produce as they ſold in the markets of their mother country; and which, confidering the vaſt 
demand for it, even by the poor, to whom, from long habit, it is become one of the chief ne- 


ceſſaries of life, it would have favoured of oppreſſion if it had been permitted to advance in 
price. But, be that as it may, this trade was ſuffered to be carried on in the late war between 
Great Britain and France; directly, by means of flags of truce; and indirectly, through the Dutch 


and Daniſh iſlands; and afterwards through the Spaniſh port of Monte Chriſti, in the iſland 
of Hiſpaniola; till, at laſt, the vaſt advantages the French received from it above what the 
Engliſh could expect, in conſequence of our having, in a manner, laid ſiege to all their Weſt 
India iſlands, determined government to put a ſtop to it. 

In doing this, however, they did not think proper to conſider it ſo much in the light of a 
contraband trade, as in that of a treaſonable practice, by ſupplying the enemy with neceſſaries, 
without which it would have been impoſſible for theſe valuable iflands to hold out ſo long 
againſt our attempts to reduce them. . Accordingly, as ſoon as the conclufion of the war had 
taken the appellation of treaſon from this trade, it returned again to its priſtine, flouriſhing 
condition ; and thus it remained, till it ſunk beneath the ſame blow with the trade between 
us and the Spaniards, whoſe hiſtory we have already related. 

This trade not only prevented our North American colonies from being drained of their 
current caſh, by the calls of the mother country upon them, but added greatly to it, ſo as to 
make it, in ſome meaſure, keep pace with their domeſtic trade, which could not but greatly 
increaſe in proportion to the remarkable increaſe of mankind in a part of the world, where the 
cheapneſs of land determines ſo great a part of the inhabitants to the exerciſe of the rural arts, 
which are known to be ſo favourable to population, | 

Though the ſuppreſſion of that trade-which we have juſt been relating, inſtead of cls in- 
terrupting theſe ſupplies of the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life, which the North Ameri- 
can colonies were before accuſtomed to receive in return for their ſuperfluities and .incum- 
brances, tended viſibly, by obſtructing their internal commerce, to deprive them, in a great 
degree, even of thoſe bleſſings, the ſources of which lay within themſelves; yet a law was 


made 
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ne made in the beginning of the laſt year, which, whilſt it tendered legal, in bond EY their 
intercourſe with the other European colonies in the new world, loaded the beſt part of it with 
duties ſo far above its ſtrength to bear, as to render it contraband to all intents and purpoſes. 
Beſides, it ordered the money ariſing from theſe duties to be paid, and in ſpecie, into the 
Britiſh Exchequer, to the entire draining of the little ready money which might be ſtill re- 
maining in the colonies; and within a fortnight after, another law was paſſed to hinder the 
colonies from ſupplying the demand of money for their internal wants, by preventing ſuch 
paper bills of credit as might be afterwards in them, from being made legal tender in payment; 
and the legal tender of ſuch bills as were actually ſubſiſting, from being prolonged 1 the 
periods already limited for calling in and finking the ſame. 

Theſe new regulations following each other ſo rapidly, produced an equal degree of ſurprize 
and diſcontent among the people of North America. Warm and ſpirited remonſtrances were 
ſent to England on the occaſron. Among other arguments they alleged, that ſuch reſtraints 
vpon their trade were abſolutely. ruinous, as they tended to put an end to the clearing of their 
lands, and damped the proſecution of their fiſheries, They alfo aſſerted, that unleſs thoſe 
foreign ports where they depoſited the ſurplus of their corn, and of the proviſions of all kinds 
with which their country abounded, were freely opened to them, they knew not whither to 
carry them. The Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt Indies were not equal to their conſumption, and 
Great Britain did not want them: it was abſolutely neceſſary, therefore, that ſome places for 
the diſpoſal of them ſhould be permitted, where they might fetch a reaſonable price. 

But ſuch remonſtrances, though founded in national policy, were not regarded, and the 
Americans became determined to unite in a general oppoſition to the views of the Britiſh mi- 
niſtry. Public meetings were held, and reſolutions were entered into, to make no further im- 
portations from Great Britain but ſuch as unavoidable neceſſity required; and to encourage, 
to the utmoſt of their power, every kind of manufacture that was practicable among them- 

3 4 ſelves. Theſe reſolutions were ſteadily obſerved in America, and their effects were ſeriouſly 

7 felt in England: the manufacturers began to expreſs their alarms; and miniſters found that 

[ 7 trans-Atlantic diſcontents were re-echoed in their own ſtreets. 

3 It is indeed proper to obſerve, that all the money ariſing from the above duties, was to be 
reſerved for defraying the charges of protecting the colonies on which it was levied; and that, 
at the ſame time, with the law for reſtraining the increaſe of paper money, ſeveral new laws 
were made to encreaſe and encourage, as well as regulate, the commercial intercourſe of our 
North American colonies with the mother country: ſuch as a bill for granting leave, for a 
limited time, for carrying rice from the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia to other 
parts of America, on paying Britiſh duties ; a bill for granting a bounty on the importation of 
hemp, as well as rough and undreſſed flax, from the American colonies to Great Britain; and 
a bill to encourage the whale-fiſhery on their coaſts. But, unfortunately, the effects of all 
theſe laws to reſtrain the foreign, and cramp the domeſtic trade of the colonies, were certain 

and inſtantaneous ; whereas the effects of the laws made for their benefit, which might com- 
penſate, in ſome degree, for theſe evils, was, if not uncertain, at leaſt remote. 

The miniſter, from whoſe honeſt, but miſtaken intentions to ſerve his country, proceeded 
all the regulations and Jaws relating to the Britiſh colonies which we have already mentioned, 
thought it right that a meaſure of ſo much importance and novelty as the paſfing a law to levy 
a tax in North America, ſhould not be brought forward without giving the colonies who were 
to pay the tax, and the members of both Houſes, who were to join in paſling the act, ſufficient 

Vol. IV. I opportunity 
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1765 opportunity to make it an object of deliberate: confideration. He had alſo another reaſon for 
poſtponing all further proceedings upon the reſolution of laſt ſeſſion, for impoſing a ſtamp 
duty in America, which was to give the colonies. time to offer a compenſation for the revenue 
fuch a tax might produce, But this conduct in the miniſter, which was repreſented by many 
as a rare example of political moderation and candour, did not receive ſuch a favourable inter- 


pretation from the colonies who were the objects of it. They ſeemed to conſider it as an 


affront rather than a compliment; and inſtead of offering a compenſation for the propoſed 


. duty, ſome of them tranſmitted petitions to be preſented to the King, Lords, and Commons, 
poſitively and directly queſtioning the authority and juriſdiction of Parliament over their pro- 
perties. 

The vote, indeed, concerning the propriety of -laying a ſtamp duty on the colonies, paſſed 
the lower Houſe of Parliament, in the preceding ſeſhon, without interruption ; but the final 
completion of the object of that vote, in paſſing it into a law, was attended with very ſerious 
and able debates, both as to the right of the Britiſh. legiſlature to tax the colonies without their 
concurrence ;. and, ſuppoſing that right to exiſt, the expediency of exerciſing it for the purpoſe- 
in agitation. The bill, however, made its way through both Houſes, under the fanQtion of 
great majorities ; and, at laſt, his Majeſty being indiſpoſed, * the royal aſſent by com- 
miſſion on the 22d of March. 

Beſides the clauſe in this bill which enacted, that the money ariſing from the duties impo- 
ſed by it ſhould be reſerved for defraying the charge of protecting the colonies, there paſſed 
another bill to encourage the importation of all kinds of timber from them; which, conſider- 
ing how plentiful that article is in moſt parts of North America, might, in ſome places, com- 
penſate for the operations of the ſtamp duty; at leaſt much more ſo than the douceurs allowed 
in the preceding ſeſſion could counteract the effects of the import and export duties laid on at 
the ſame time. But the colonies were too much ſoured to be brought, at preſent, to any 
moderate degree of temper, but by an immediate removal of the principal grievance, For no 
ſooner did the news of the ſtamp act having received the royal aſſent arrive in America, than 
the anxiety of fearful expectation turned to fury, and broke out into action in every part of 
that continent. Boſton, the capital of New England, where this afflicting intelligence, very 
unfortunately, firſt arrived, expreſſed its reſentment in a manner perfectly conformable to its 
republican character, and offered an example of outrageous oppoſition to the reſt of the colo- 
nies : the colours of the thipping in the harbour were diſplayed half-maſt high, in token of the 
deepeſt mourning,—the bells rang muffled, —the act itſelf was printed with the decoration of 
a death's-head, and cried publicly about the ſtreets, by the title of * The Folly of RAT 
and the Ruin of America,” 


Theſe firſt effuſions of rage and bs were followed by a ſeries of the moſt ſevere at- 


tacks from the public papers. The act itſelf was treated with the moſt ignominious contempt , 
it was publicly committed to the flames, in ſeveral places, by the enraged populace, together 
with the effigies of ſuch as were imagined to have been the principal promoters of it. 

While the lower claſſes perpetrated every kind of outrage, the higher order of people did not 
interfere to obſtruct them. They ſaw, perhaps, with ſecret ſatisfaction, how well they could 
be ſupported in the determination they had formed to reſiſt the deſigns of Great Britain. Even 
the aſſemblies themſelves connived, in fa&, at theſe tumultuous proceedings, by declining to 
aſſiſt their governors, and other officers inveſted with lawful authority, either with their advice 
or countenance. They left them to act ſingly, as they might think proper, without giving them- 
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abs ſelves any concern about the riots, / the perſons who excited them, or thoſe who ſuffered in 
conſequence of them, © Mt 4-1 
When the account of this ſtate of American diſcontent was received in England, treat 
maſters of ſhips refuſed to take any ſtamps on board for the colonies, and it ſoon appeared that 
their precaution was well-founded ; for ſuch as ventured to take them, had great reaſon to re- 
pent it, on arriving at their deſtined ports; where, to ſave their veſſels from fire, and them- 
ſelves from the gallows, moſt of them were obliged to ſurtender their execrated cargoes into 
the hands of the enraged multirude, to be treated in the fame ignominious manner in which 
the act itſelf had been treated; while the reſt were glad to take ſhelter under the guns of ſuch 
of the King's ſhips as happened to be at hand to protect them. 

T hoſe gentlemen who came from England with commiſſions to act as diſtributors, fared 
ſtill worſe: in ſhort, the temper of all ranks of people againſt this act was as violent as it was 
univerſal. The aſſemblies themſelves, from being ſilent ſpectators of theſe popular commo- 

tions, became at length the principal actors in the important ſcenes that followed, 

Encouraged by what they ſaw, and what they daily heard from all parts of the continent, 
they ſoon avowed their ſentiments in the face of the world, and openly declared that the au- 
thority aſſumed over North America was illegal, and that Great Britain had no right to im- 
poſe taxes upon them without their free conſent, 

In theſe refolutions the concurrence of the colonies was univerſal : though they differed in 
a variety of eſſential points, both civil and religious, there was no diſſenting voice among 
them in their oppoſition to the defigns of the Britiſh miniſtry. | 

On the 29th of May, Virginia took the lead, and began the work of an unreſerved denial 
to the requiſitions of the mother country. 

On the 8th of June, Maſſachuſett's Bay voted 450l. to pay the expences of their three dele- 
gates to Congrels. | 

On the 26th of Auguſt, the rioters at Boſton deſtroyed the lieutenant-governor's houſe. 

On the 1ſt of October, the firſt general continental Congreſs was held at New York; who, 
after ſeveral reſolutions, declarations, &c. petitioned his Majeſty for a redreſs of grievances. 

On the 5th of October, the aſſembly of Maſſachuſett's Bay deemed it lawful to do buſineſs 
without ſtamps; and the militia refuſed to obey the orders of the governor. 

Indeed, ſo very univerſal had the oppoſition to the ſtamp act been, and ſo very ſucceſsful 

: 5 in its operations, that by the iſt of November, the time when the ac took place, not a ſheet 
=_ of ſtamped paper was to be had throughout the ſeveral colonies of New York, New England, 
New Jerſey, Virginia, Maryland, or the two Carolinas, except a ſmall parcel which the gover- 
nor of New York, terrified by the threats of the enraged populace, had ſurrendered into the 
. hands of the corporation of that place, on condition that it ſhould not be deſtroyed, as the reſt 
8 | had been: ſo that all buſineſs which could not be legally carried on without ſtamps, was to- 
3 tally interrupted, except that of news- printing, which the printers ſtill continued, pleading in 
excuſe, that if they did not, the populace would treat them with the ſame rigour which had 
been exerciſed towards the ſtamp diſtributors. 

But the conſequences of this ſtagnation ſoon began to be ſo ſeverely felt, that the inhabi- 
tants, who were ſtill unwilling to ſubmit to the act, began to think how they could effectually 
elude it. At length, the governors of ſome of the provinces, though bound by the act to 
ſwear to ſee it obſerved, under the ſevereſt penalties, thinking, with ſome reaſon, the total 
ſtoppage of all public buſineſs of ſuch bad conſequence to the community, as to render law- 
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taken by them in conſequence of injunctions, merely for the ſake of that community, thought 
proper to diſpenſe with the uſe of ſtamps, grounding their diſpenſation on the abſolute im- 
poſſibility of procuring any; and, accordingly, granted certificates of that impoſſibility to all 
outward-bound veſſels, to n them from the penalties ol the act in other . of his 
Majeſty's dominions. | 

Among the different methods hielt the Americans ge to 0 any injury. from this 
act, thoſe which we are about to relate appear to be the beſt. The merchants: of all thoſe co- 
lonies that ventured to give it a declared oppoſition, entered into the moſt ſolemn engagements 
with each other, not only to diſcontinue the ordering any more goods from Great Britain, 
and recal the orders they had already given, if not obeyed by the firſt of January, 1766, but 
even not to diſpoſe of any Britiſh goods ſent them on commiſſion, that were not ſhipped be- 
fore that day; or, if they conſented to any relaxation from theſe engagements, it was not to 
take place till the ſtamp act, and even the ſugar and paper money acts were repealed. 

The people of Philadelphia likewiſe reſolved, though not unanimouſly, that till ſuch re- 
peal, no lawyer ſhould put in ſuit a demand for money owing by a reſident in America to any 
one reſiding in England; and that no perſon in America, however indebted in England, 
ſhould make any remittances there. Fheſe reſolutions were adopted by the retailers, who 
unanimouſly agreed not to buy or ſell any Britiſh goods ſhipped contrary to them. 

Ireland, however, received confiderable advantage from theſe proceedings, as thoſe goods 
and commodities which were abſolutely neceſſary, they imported from that country, in ex- 
change for their hemp and flax-ſeed, of which they yearly ſend her very large quantities, In 
the mean time, however, they omitted no methods to free themſelves even from this de- 
pendence. 

A ſociety of arts, manufactures, and commerce, on the plan of that eſtabliſhed in London, 
was inſtituted at New York, and markets opened for the ſale of home-made goods; by which 
it ſoon appeared, that neither the natives nor the manufacturers who had, for ſome time paſt, 
been invited from Britain, by very ample encouragements, had been idle. Linens, woollens, 
ſome of the coarſer kinds of iron ware, malt ſpirits, paper hangings, &c. were produced to the 
ſociety, and when offered to ſale, as greedily purchaſed, At the ſame time, left the new wool- 
len manufactories ſhould be checked by a dearth of materials, moſt of the inhabitants came 
to a reſolution not to eat any lamb, and not to deal with any butcher who ſhould kill or ex- 
poſe lamb to ſale, In ſhort, an increaſed ſpirit of induſtry and frugality univerſally prevailed ; 
the moſt wealthy, and even faſhionable people, were foremoſt in ſetting an example of theſe 
virtues to their countrymen, by wearing home-ſpun cloaths, rather than make uſe of Britiſh 
manufactures, which, till this unfortunate period, they favoured with the moſt partial pre- 
ference, A reſolution was alſo, at this time, in contemplation, of ſtopping the exportation of 
tobacco from Virginia and South Carolina to Great Britain; by which, conſidering the great 
quantities of that article re-exported from Great Britain, and the immenſe ſum ſo impercepti- 
bly raiſed by what ſhe herſelf conſumes of it, her trade, and eſpecially her revenue, could not 
fail of being conſiderably affected. 

Thus did the fix principal Britiſh colonies of North America, viz. New England, New 
York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Virginia, the two Carolinas, and Maryland, conduct them- 
ſelves in conſequence of the ſtamp act, from the time of their firſt hearing of its being voted in 
Parliament to be a proper meaſure, till they were aſſured of its abſolute repeal. The other 
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1765 Nori — colonies, poſſibly more from a figs of their weakneſs than a principle of 


duty, thought proper to ſubmit to it, but not all with equal grace. The Weſt India iſlands. 

manifeſted a ready ſubmiſſion, on this occaſion, to the mother country, except St. Chriſto- 
pher's and Nevis, whoſe populace ſuffered themſelves to be ſo far impoſed on by the crews of 
ſome New England veſſels in their harbours, as to rival the violence of the continental Ame- 

ricans. Here then we muſt quit this rn ſubject, till the hiſtory of the * year 

calls us to the rene wal of it. 

In the ſpring of this year, no common eee were ada For the public tran- 
quillity, by the numerous aſſembling and diſeontented ſtate of the journeymen ſilk-weavers of 
London. Theſe labouring manufacturers being reinforced by thoſe of all the other trades 
more immediately depending upon that branch, conceiving themſelves greatly injured by the 
too free uſe of French ſilks, &c. aſſembled by beat of drum, with their wives and children, 
to the amount of many thouſands, in Spital- ſields and Moor- fields, in order to petition the 
King and Parliament for redreſs, by a total prohibition of that article; and from thence pro- 
ceeded, in different bodies, to St. James's and Weſtminſter Hall, and not only ſurrounded 
the palace and the two houſes of Parliament, but, by their numbers, in ſome meaſure ob- 
ſtructed the communication between them. This appearance, together with the reports that 
the weavers of the inland towns, and their dependants in trade, were coming up to join their 
diſtreſſed brethren in London, could not fail of cauſing a very ſerious alarm throughout the 
metropolis; for had ſuch a junction of deſtitute, diſcontented people taken place, or even had 
the London filk manufacturers, inſtead of ſeeking redrefs from the head, taken upon them to 
redreſs themſelves, there is no ſaying how far the flame might have ſpread, or what fatal con- 
ſequences might have followed before it could have been extinguiſhed. But, providentially, 
they were prevented from committing any very violent outrage by the ſteady exertion of the 
civil, aided by the military power; and their diſpleaſure, after indulging itſelf in beſetting the 
houſe of the Duke of Bedford, who had delivered his ſentiments concerning them in the 
Houſe of Peers with uncommon ſeverity, and in breaking the windows of ſome houſes 
where French filks were ſuppoſed to be ſold, was finally appeaſed without further miſchief, by 
a ſeaſonable ſubſcription for their preſent relief, and an aſſociation among the principal filk 
mercers to recal all the orders they had given for foreign manufaCtures, 

To make an applauſive mention of ſuch men as have extended commerce by their genius, 
improved it by their induſtry, or honoured it by their virtue, is our duty and our pleaſure ;— 
It becomes us therefore to relate, that Stephen Theodore Janſen, Eſq. was, in conſequence of 
his conduct as a magiſtrate, and his integrity as a merchant, at this time elected to the confi- 
dential and profitable office of chamberlain of London, of which city he was then alderman, 
as he had before been chief magiſtrate and repreſentative. He was the firſt ſheriff who, for a 
long time, ventured to ſee the ſentence of juſtice executed at Tyburn, even in caſes that 
ſeemed to require it moſt, without the aid of military force. On his failure, the year after 
his mayoralty, his friends ſettled a conſiderable annuity upon him, when, reſerving but a 
bare ſubſiſtence for himſelf, he annually divided the reſt amongſt his creditors, though they 
had figned his certificate; and conſequently could not have compelled him to pay an additional 
farthing. A conſiderable portion of his income as chamberlain he ſet apart for the ſame ho- 
nourable purpoſe : he alfo ſold an annuity of 5ool. which was left him by his brother, ſoon 
after his election to that office, for the benefit of his creditors : ſo that he, at length, diſ- 
charged every debt that had been incurred during his commercial life ; and enjoyed, as he well 

deſerved, 


* — 
: : * 


- 


. AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


| 196, 5 deſerved, the univerſal dans and bigh reſpect which will ever wait upon ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
integrity. | 

A proclamation agppeared's in the London gazette, on the 264 of February, ane all the 
then exiſting Mediterranean paſſes within the term of two years, at Which time they were to 
be exchanged for new ones, except paſſes granted to ſhips gone or going to the Eaſt Indies, 
or other remote places, where they cannot be timely furniſhed with them; which paſſes were 
to continue in force for two years after the ſaid term. This was done, according to the pro- 
clamation, to prevent a miſunderſtanding between us and the governments on the coaſt of 
Barbary ; ſeveral paſſes having, during the war, or by undue means, fallen into the hands of 
foreigners, who being engaged in hoſtilities with thoſe ſtates, employed them to preſerve their 
property from capture. 

On the firſt of June, in this year, the Engliſh colours were hoiſted on the caſtle of Caſtle- 
town, in the Iſle of Man, the ſovercignty of that iſland being now annexed to the crown of 
Great Britain ; and a few days after, his Majeſty was proclaimed throughout that iſland. 

By his Majeſty's proclamation relative to the purchaſe of this ſovereignty, for which 70,0001, 
was paid to the Duke and Dutcheſs of Athol, all perſons, except thoſe employed by the late 
proprietors in collecting the revenues, were continued in their reſpective places and employ- 
ments, and ordered-to take the oaths to his Majeſty within one calendar month after the pub- 
lication ; and all Juriſdictions, authorities, and forms of law, acts of ſtate, &c. from the 21ſt 
of this month, were to be executed and iſſued in his Majeſty's name. 

The inhabitants were allowed ſix months to diſpoſe of their ſtock in hand; and, after that 
time, were to become ſubject to the ſame taxes, cuſtoms, and duties as the people of Eng- 
land, and to be under the ſame regulations and reſtrictions; for which purpoſe, an exciſe- 
office and cuſtom-houſe were immediately eſtabliſhed. 

By an abſtract of the clear revenue of this iſland, from 1754 to 1763, the medium income 
appears to have been 7, 293l. per annum; of which, the land revenue for the laſt year was 
1,409l. 17s. 6d —And the annual income of the lands in the hands of the lord of the iſle, was 
about 1071. | 

Thus this iſland, which had ſo long been an aſylum for ſmugglers and outlaws, and a kind 
of open magazine for contraband goods, was brought within the pale of regular government, 
and enabled to pour in a juſt contribution to the general treaſury of the Britiſh empire. 

It may not be thought improper to add to this article, an abſtract of the act of Parliament 
for annexing the iſland and lordſhip of Man to the crown, upon the ſurrender of the Duke 
and Ducheſs of Athol. 

After ſtating the ſeveral grants, by which the Duke of Athol and his predeceſſors the 
Earls of Derby held the ſaid ifland, and the agreement made by the preſent Duke and Ducheſs © 
with the lords of his Majeſty's treaſury, it is enacted, that the ſaid ifland, caſtle and lordſhip 
of Man, and all the iſlands and lordſhips, royalties and regalities, franchiſes, liberties and ſea 
ports to the ſame belonging, and all other the hereditaments and premiſes granted by the ſeve- 
ral letters patent to the family of Derby, &c. ſhall be unalienably veſted in his Majeſty and 
his ſucceſſors, excepting and reſerving to the Nuke of Athol and his heirs, the patronage of 
the biſhopric of the iſland of Man, or of the biſhoprics of Sodor and Man, the temporalities 
of the ſame when vacant, and all other patronages and eccleſiaſtical benefices within the iſlands : 
alſo reſerving the landed property, with all rights in or over the ſoil, as lords of the manor, 
with all courts baron, rents, ſervices, and other incidents to ſuch courts belonging; waſtes, - 
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ſerving the honorary ſervice of rendering to his Majeſty's heirs and ſucceſſors, Kings and 
Queens of England, two falcons on the days of their reſpective coronations.“ * 

In the month of July a board of longitude was held at the Admiralty, when the marine table 
for finding the longitude at fea, by the lunar method, invented by a Mr. Witchel, was taken 
into conſideration and approved, and a thouſand pounds ordered to be advanced, to enable the 
inventor to carry it into execution ; and that gentleman, Mr. Iſrael Lyons, junior, Mr. Wil- 
liam Wales, of Greenwich, and Mr. Mapſon, were appointed computors of a nautical ephe- 
meris, for the uſe of navigation and aſtronomy ; and Mr. Richard Dunithorne to corre& the 
fame for the preſs. 

About this time, the French, with their uſual ſpirit of encroachment, made an attempt to 
fiſh on that part of the coaſt of Newfoundland from whence they were excluded by treaty ; but 
the active vigilance, and fpirited conduct of Governor Palliſer, who took ſeveral of the boats, 
&c. prevented any continuance of a practice, ſo contrary to national honour and good faith. 

In the courſe of the month of Auguſt, eight ſhips, which had been long and anxiouſly ex- 
pected from New Spain, and another from Buenos Ayres, arrived at Cadiz. The cargoes of 

theſe ſhips were eſtimated at eleven millions of dollars, of which the regiſtered gold and ſilver 
amounted to near nine millions. 

His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, from a conſideration that it was impoſſible for Engliſh ſhips to 
fail to and from the Englith iflands, as well as for French ſhips to fail to and from the French 
iſlands, in the Weſt Indies, without often coming within a league of the ſhores belonging to 
the other, and even ſometimes touching at their ports; by a. letter to the Governor of Marti- 
nico, ſuſpends the orders which he had formerly given, to ſeize and confiſcate ſhips and car- 
goes in theſe circumſtances, with a view, as his ordinance ſets forth, to prevent the illicit trade 
heretofore carried on between his ſubjects and the Engliſh ; obſerving, at the ſame time, that 
ſuch a reſtriction on the part of the court of London, as that now. aboliſhed by him, would 
be equally prejudicial to the French. ; 

On the 31ſt of October, between the hours of ſeven and eight in the evening, his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland died ſuddenly at his houſe in Upper Groſvenor-ſtreet, 

The death of ſuch a great and illuſtrious character, is an event which muſt at all times be 
lamented; but, at the preſent moment, when his, Royal Highneſs had returned to the actual 
ſervice of his country, by aſſiſting her in her exigencies with his counſels, the loſs was propor- 
tionally greater, and as ſuch it was conſidered and regretted by the nation. Nor can we pay a 
more honourable tribute to his memory, than by adopting the eulogium which the Houſe of 
Lords, in deep lamentation of his loſs, beſtowed upon him: “ the many eminent public 
and private virtues, the extent of capacity, and the magnanimity of mind; the affect ion 
« for his Majeſty's perſon, and the eminent ſervices performed for this country, which diſ- 
e tinguiſhed this great and excellent Prince, have made an impreſſion never to be eraſed from 
« the minds of a grateful people.“ : 

The French King's Council of State iſſued an arret, dated the 29th.of November, concern- 
ing the liquidation of the Canada bills, which.contained three articles, the tenor of which is 
as follows : | 

Article I. The tickets, &c.. given hitherto, and which may be delivered hereafter, in pay- 
ment of the liquidation of the Canada bills, though fixed at 4 per cent. ſhall be nevertheleſs 

paid 
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7765 paid at the rate of four and an half in the month of January in each year, to commence in 


1776, and the capital preſerved entire. 
Article II. The bearers of the Canada bills mall be 0 get them liquidated before 


the firſt of March next, and, if they delay it till after that time, the ſaid papers, though they 


may have been declared, ſhall not, under any pretence, be admitted to be e but will 
remain null and of no value, without hope of re- eſtabliſnment. 

Article. III. His Majeſty excepts, nevertheleſs, from the diſpoſition of the preceding article, 
ſuch of the ſaid papers as belong to the ſubjects of Great Britain; and conſidering that the 
greateſt part of the ſaid papers remain yet in Canada, from whence the proprietors cannot to- 
tally withdraw them, and preſent them for liquidation before the firſt of October next, the 
delay above-mentioned may be extended, but in favour of the Engliſh only, till the ſaid 
epocha ; after the expiration of which, they will likewiſe forfeit all pretenſions on their unli- 
quidated papers. The reader 1s referred to Us "Eng year, for a full account and final 
liquidation of the Canada bills. 

The following bills received the royal aſſent i in the parliamentary ſeſſions of the — year. 

A bill for the importation of ſalted beef, pork, bacon and butter from Ireland for a limit- 
ed time. | 

A bill for allowing further time for the importation of goods, &c. from the ceded iſlands, 
upon the payment of goods to which they would have been liable had theſe iflands remained in 
his Majeſty's poſſeſſion. | 

A bill for permitting the free importation of cattle from Ireland. 

A bill for providing a public reward for perſons who ſhall diſcover the longitude. 

A bill for laying a ſtamp duty in the Britiſh colonies in America. 

A bill to encourage the cultivation and growth of madder in Great Britain, 

A bill to veſt the Iſle of Man in the crown. | 

A bill to improve the harbour of Ramſgate and the haven of Sandwich, 

A bill for regulating the poſtage of letters. 

A bill for repealing the duties on raw filk, and granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

A bill for obliging prize agents to account for unclaimed monies: 

A bill for encouraging the herring fiſhery. 

A bill for laying additional dutics on the importation of filks, velvets, &c. and otherwiſe 


encouraging the filk manufacture of this kingdom, and preventing combinations among 
journeymen. 


A bill for granting duties on the exportation of coals, &c. 

A bill for ſupplying the export trade to Africa with coarſe callicoes, &c. 
A bill for encouraging the importation of bugles. 

A bill for granting annuities and a lottery out of the ſinking fund. 

A bill for repealing the laws relating to the width and length of woollen cloth, in the county 
of York, and preſerving the credit of the maſters of the ſaid manufacture, &c. | 
His Majeſty, on the 24th of April, had made a moſt gracious ſpeech to acquaint his Par- 
liament, that from the paternal affection which he bore to his children and to all his people, 
his late indiſpoſition, though not attended with danger, had determined him to propoſe to 
their conſideration, ſuch meaſures as he thought might tend to preſerve the conſtitution of 
Great Britain undiſturbed, and the dignity and luſtre of its crown unimpaired, if it ſhould 
pleaſe God to put a period to his life whilſt his ſucceſſor was of tender years. In conſequence 


of 


Ps. 


r THE ORIGIN Of COMMERCE, ' = 73 


2 5 of Which royal recommendation, a bill, in the debates on which much party violence appear- 

ed, paſſed both Houſes, and on the 15th of May received the royal aſſent, under the title of 
« A Bill to provide for the Adminiſtration of Government, in caſe the Crown ſhould deſcend 
<< to any ofthe Children of his Majeſty, being under 18 Years of * 

To this muſt be added the following bills: | 

A bill to prohibit the importation of foreign manufactured gn nockings, gloves, and mits. 

A bill to prevent the inconveniences arifing from the prefent method of * notes and 
pills in Scotland. | 

A bill to alter the duties on Gum Senegal and Gum Atabic, to confine the import to Great 
Britain, and to lay a duty on the exportation thereof. 

A bill for regulating the woollen manufa@ory in Yorkſhire. 

A bill for the relief of inſolvent debtors. | ARE 

Between the laſt and the former act of this kind, there is an interval of no more than one 
year and three quarters ; the ſhorteſt period between the paſting two inſolvent acts ever known 
in this kingdom. | 8 
A A bill to enable his Majeſty, with the confent of the Privy Council, to prohibit the expor- 
tation of corn, during the receſs of Parliament. - 

A bill to allow the free importation of corn, and to diſcontinue the bounty on corn ex- 
ported. 

Abſtract of an act to alter certain rates of poſtage, and to amend, explain, and enlarge 
ſeveral proviſions in an act, made in the ninth year of the reign of Queen Anne, and in other 
acts relating, to the revenue of the Poſt- office. 

The preamble to this act ſets forth, . that the ſecurity and improvement of correſpondence 
throughout his Majeſty's dominions, being a matter of great concernment, and highly neceſ- 
ſary for the preſervation and extenſion of trade and commerce; and likewiſe, that by the vaſt 
acceſſion of territory gained by the late treaty of peace, ſeveral communications having been 
opened, and new poſts eſtabliſhed in ſeveral parts of his Majeſty's dominions in America, for 
which the rates of poſtage cannot, under the preſent laws be properly aſcertained : it is, there- 
fore, enacted, that ſo much of the act of the ninth of Queen Anne, as eſtabliſhes the rates of 
poſtage of letters between Londen and the Britiſh dominions in America, and places within 
the ſaid dominions, be repealed, and from and after October 10, 1705, inſtead of the rates 
thereby eſtabliſhed, the following take place: ä 

« For all letters and packets paſſing from London to any port within the Britiſh dominions 
in America, and from any ſuch port unto London, for every ſingle letter 18. for every double 
letter 2s, and for every treble letter 3s. and for every ounce 4s. and ſo in proportion for every 
packet of deeds, writs, or other things: and from any port in the ſaid dominions, to any 
other port therein, by ſea, for every ſingle letter 4d. and ſo in proportion as above, 

The rates of inland poſtage in America, for any diſtance not exceeding 60 miles, are, for 
every ſingle letter 4d. and all others in proportion ; for upwards of bo and not exceeding 100 
miles, every ſingle letter 6d. &c, &c. 

From and after October 10, 1765, no veſſel is to be admitted to make entry or break bulk, 
till the letters on board are delivered to the Poſt- office; except in ſuch cafes where they are 
to be delivered to the ſuperintendant of the quarantine, to be diſpatched by him to the Poſt- 
office. Perſons refuſing to deliver up ſuch letters, forfeit 20l. &c. and Id. extra is Charged on 
all ſhip letters not brought by the packet boats. * N 
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f 1768 From and aſter ORober 10, 196 5, the preſent rates of poſtage by the general oY not * 


ceeding one poſt ſtage in Scotland and Ireland, and not exceeding two in England, are to 


ceaſe, and the following rates to take place, viz. rates for poſtage, not exceeding one poſt 


ſtage, for every fingle letter the ſum of 1d. for every double letter 2d. for every treble Jetter 3d. 
and for every ounce 4d. and fo in proportion for every packet of deeds, writs, &c. above one 
and not exceeding two poſt ſtages, the ſum of ad. and other letters in proportion. 

From July 5, 1765, the ſame rates of poſtage are to take place between London and Ham- 
burg, as between London and Germany, and the poſtage of letters to be ſent out of Great 
Britain may, if deemed neceſſary, be demanded upon their being put into the office. 


The ſecreting or embezzling any letter, with any bank bill or note, &c. therein, or taking | 


out any ſuch note or bill, by any officer of the Poſt- office, is felony. Robbing the mail, or 
embezzling and miſapplying the poſtage money, or deſtroying any letter or packet, or adyanc- 


ing the rates and not accounting for the ſame, is alſo felony, &c. 
Supplies granted by Parliament for this year. 


For 16,000 ſeamen, including 4, 287 marines, | — 
For 17,421 land forces, including 2 5628 invalids, and for guards, gar- 
riſons, &c, — — 5 ITE 


For his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in the Plantations, including 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and for proviſions for the forces in North Ame- 


rica, &c. and the ceded iſlands, — — wi 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhments 
of 5 regiments of foot ſerving at Gibraltar, &c. — 
For the general and general ſtaff officers of Great Britain, 
For ſubſidies to the Duke of Brunſwick, — — 
The out- penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, — — 
Penſions to officers widows, — * —. 


On account of reduced officers of the land forces and marines, 
Allowances to officers and privates of two troops of horſe guards, and 


regiment of horſe reduced, &c. — — — 
The ordnance for the land ſervice, — 8 
For ſervices performed by the office of ordnance for land ſervice, and 
not provided for in 1764. — _ _ 
For the navy, including half pay to ſea and marine officers, 
Out-penſfioners of Greenwich hoſpital, _ — 
Towards buildings and repairs of the navy, 8 


For extraordinary expences of the land forces and other ſervices, be- 
tween December 24, 1763, and December 25, 1764, not provided for, 


Victualling and navy bills, cc. — * 
Exchequer bills, — — ee = 
Towards compleating the paſſage over and through London bridge, 
For the militia for one year, — 8 2 


To replace to the ſinking fund, the ſum paid out of the ſame to make 


good a deficiency on the rates and duties upon offices, perſons, horſes, &c. 


Carried over, 
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Brought over, C. 5,786, 954 15 47% 


Ditto, to make good the deficiency on the additional duties on wines 


imported, &c. — — — » 49,742 1 25 
Ditto, for paying annuities granted in reſpe& of certain navy, vic- Ree 

tualling and tranſport bills, and ordnance debentures, delivered in and 

cancelled, — — — — — 139,342 2 4 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for 1764, — 249,660 4 10 
To the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, — — 50,000 © © 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia — * Go 44911 14 11 
On account of ſundry expences for the ſervice of Nova Scotia, in the | 

years 1750, 1751, 1752, 1762, 1763, and not provided for, — 7,000 © o 
On account for the civil eſtabliſhment of Georgia, &c, from June 24, | 

1764, to June 24, 1765, _ — _ 3,966 © o 
On account for the civil eſtabliſhment of Eaft Florida, &c. for the 

ſame term, _ _ — — — 5,200 © © 
Ditto for Weſt Florida, — — — 5,200 © o 
On account, for ſurveys in North America, — — 1,601 14 — 
Towards building a lazaret, — — — 5,000 
To redeem one quarter of the capital ſtock of certain annuities granted 

in reſpe& of navy, victualling, and tranſport bills, and ordnance deben- 

tures, delivered in and cancelled purſuant to an act of the third year of 

his preſent Majeſty, _ — — — 870, 888 5 51 
Towards diſcharging unſatisfied claims, &c. for expences incurred 

during the late war in Germany, — — 248,259 11 4 
On account, out of the monies remaining to be applied, of the exceed- 

ings of the ſeveral ſums provided by Parliament for ſundry ſervices, and 

of monies that have been paid into the hands of the paymaſter general by 

contractors and others, to March 23, 1765, towards diſcharging ſuch N 

unſatisfied claims, &c. — — — 251,740 0 74 
Bounties to certain chaplains who have ſerved on board his Majeſty' . | 

ſhips of war, — — — — 1,231 17 6 
To the Foundling Hoſpital, — — — 38,00 © © 
For maintaining and ſupporting the Britiſh forts and ſettlements on WY 

the coaſt of Africa, — — — — 13,000 © © 
For building a blockhouſe at or near Cape Appolonia on the coaſt of Africa, 7,000 © o 
For three independent companies of foot for his Majeſty's ſervice on | 

the coaſt of Africa, &c, — — RN 6,491 16 4F 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of that part of the coaſt of Africa, ſituate 

between the port of Sallee, in South Barbary, and Cape Rouge 5,500 10 © 
To make good the like ſum, which had been ifſued by his Majeſty i in 

purſuance of the addreſſes of this Houſe, — — 2,400 © © 
To the government of the iſland of Barbadoes, for the aſſiſtance given 

by them to his Majeſty's forces under General Monckton, in the expedi- | 

tion againſt Martinico, — — — 10,000 o o 
Sum total of the rel granted i in this ſeſſion, — 7,763, 90 13 043. 
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Ways and means for raiſing the ſupplies, &c. EY „ | 
| Malt duty, R — 150,000 © © 
Land tax, — v7, ue — — 2,037,854 19 1 
Navy and victualling bills — — — 1, 500, 0 o o 
Surpluſſes of the ſinking fund, — — 135,000 5 of 
From ditto, 8 — —— — . 2,100,000 © o \ 
Surplus of the grant to the militia, for 1964, — 80,000 © © £ 
By Exchequer bills, — — — — 800,000 © © 1 
From monies granted towards protecting the colonies, — 60, ooo © & T7 
Monies to be paid by a convention with the French King, 308,000 © 0 
Duties on Gum Senegal, &c. — — Gates 12,000 o o 
To this is to be added the ſum provided as well as granted out of the 
monies remaining to be applied of the exceedings of the ſeveral ſums pro- 
vided by Parliament for ſundry ſervices, and of monies that have been 
paid into the hands of the Paymaſter General by contractors and others, 
to March 23, 1765, as mentioned in the foregoing account of ſupplies 251,740 2 72 
Total ways and means, — — 8,034,808 7 6 
Supply granted, 2 — — 7.763, O90 13 0 
Excefs of this year, — — — 27 1,717 14. by 


* — 
4 — 


As no debts were created by the foregoing revenue votes, the only ſtate of the national debt 
we could inſert under this year, would be the ſame as that of the laſt, we have therefore 
thought proper to omit it. 

The following is a detail of the extraordinary duties which were impoſed to aid the general 
ſcheme of ſupply for this year. 

February 7.—Fifty- five reſolutions of the committee of ways and means were agreed to by 

the Houſe of Commons, for impoſing much the ſame ſtamp duties upon the Britiſh colonics 
and plantations in America, as are payable 1 in England; to be paid into the receipt of his Ma- 
jeſty's Exchequer, and there reſerved, to be diſpoſed of by Parliament towards further defray- 
ing the neceſſary expences of protecting the ſaid colonies. 

February 16.— For the better ſupply of our export trade to Africa, with ſuch coarſe printed 
callicoes and other goods, being the product or manufacture of the Eaſt Indies, or other places 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, as are prohibited to be worn in Great Britain, the Eaſt India 
Company were permitted to import the ſame from any part of Europe not within the Britiſh 
dominions, under proper limitations: and upon failure of the company's keeping the ſaid ex- 
port trade ſupplied with a ſufficient quantity of ſuch goods, other perſons were permitted to 
import the ſame from any ſuch part of Europe, &c. Callicoes and other goods ſo imported, 
were made liable to pay the ſame duties as if imported by the faid company from the Eaſt 
Indies, or any other place beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and no other. 

The bounty allowed by law, to be paid on the exportation of corn, grain, malt, meal, and 
flour, from Great Britain to the Iſle of Man, was diſcontin ued. 

A ſtamp 
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1 A ſtamp duty of 10s. was charged upon every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or 


piece of paper, on which every licence for making and ſelling meaſures of capacity ſhould be 
ingroſſed, written, or printed; and a ſtamp duty of 1&4. upon every licence for making and 
ſelling of weights. 

March 11.—Certain annuities granted in the twenty-third year of his late Majeſty, and the 
ſecond year of his preſent Majeſty, in reſpe& of certain capital ſtocks thereby eſtabliſhed, 
amounting together to the ſum of 20, 240, oool. at the rate of 41. pet ent. for certain terms of 
years, and then to be reduced to 3l. per cent. per annum. which annuities were made payable 
half yearly on the 5th of July and 5th of January in every year, and afterwards conſolidated 
and made one joint ſtock, were, from and after the fifth of July next enſuing, made payable 
in the following manner, viz. one quarterly payment on the 1oth of October next, and the 
annuities, from the 10th of October, to be payable half yearly, on the 5th of April and the 
roth of October in every year. 

March 12.—Fifteen reſolutions of the ſaid committee were agreed to by the Houſe, relating 
to the poſtage of letters > they were afterwards formed into a bill, and the bill paſſed into a 
law, of which we have already given an abſtract. 

March 14,—Perſons intereſted in any bill, payable in the courſe of the navy or victualling 
offices, or for tranſports, which were made out on or before the 3oth of June 1764, who 
ſhould on or before the 26th of March, inſt. carry the ſame (after having the intereſt com- 
puted thereupon to-the 6th of April next) to the office of the Treaſurer of his Majeſty's navy, 
ſhould have, in exchange, a certificate to the Governor and Company of the Bank of Eng- 
land, for every ſum of one or more hundred pounds of which ſuch bill or bills, with the in- 
tereſt, ſhould conſiſt, until the ſeveral entire ſums for which certificates were to be made forth, 
ſhould amount together to 1, 500, oool. and another certificate for the fractional part of 1001. 
being the remainder of ſuch bill or bills; and the perſons who mould be poſſeſſed of ſuch firſt- 
mentioned certificates, of the entire ſum of one or more hundred pounds, ſhould, upon de- 
livery thereof to the ſaid Governor and Company, be entitled to the annuities hereafter-men- 
tioned, viz, for two-fifth parts of the ſums therein mentioned, to an annuity after the rate of 
31. per cent. redeemable by Parliament, and transferable and payable at the Bank of England; 
for two other fifth parts thereof, to a proportional number of tickets of the. value of 10l. in a 
lottery to conſiſt of 60, ooo tickets, every blank to be of the value of 6]. ; the blanks and Prizes 
to be attended with the like 3 per cent annuities; and, for the remaining one-fifth part, to a 
like annuity, after the rate of gl. per cent. with liberty to convert the ſame into an annuity for 
life, after the ſame rate, with benefit of ſurvivorſhip, in the following manner, viz. that every 
perſon who ſhould become poſſeſſed, in right of 100l. capital ſtock, of an annuity of zl. in 
| ſuch laſt- mentioned annuities, and ſhould produce, on or before the 5th of April 1765, a cer- 
tificate thereof, atteſted by the caſhier of the Bank of England, to- the auditor of the receipt of 
his Majeſty's Exchequer, ſhould, in lieu thereof, be entitled, from the ſaid 5th of April 1765, 
during the life of the nominee whom he ſhould appoint, to a life annuity of 3l. payable at the 
Exchequer, out of the ſinking fund; and the ſeveral nominees, to be appointed in reſpect of 
fuch life annuities, to be divided into claſſes, the whole annuity belonging to each claſs not to 
be leſs than 1,500,0001, if life annuities to that amount ſhall be ſo fubſcribed ; and, upon the 
death of every nominee, the annuity, ſo fallen in, to be diſtributed among the ſurvivors of 
the ſame claſs; and the annuities of the firſt two-fifth parts, ſhould be immediately added to 
the joint ſtock of annuities, reduced from 4 to three per cent. and conſolidated, purſuant to 

certain 
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176 5 certain acts of Parliament, made in the 2 5th and 26th years of his late Majeſty; and che: an- 
nuities attending the ſaid lottery, together with ſuch of the annuities of the ſaid one fifth part 
as ſhould not be exchanged for annuities on lives, with the benefit of ſurvivorſhip, in manner 
above-mentioned, ſhould alſo be added to ſuch joint ſtock, from the -5th of April 1765 and 
all the faid annuities, transferable and payable at the Bank, ſhould commence from the ſaid 

5th of April 1765, and be payable half yearly, on the roth of October and 5th of April in 
every year, out ohe ſinking fund; but, in caſe the ſeveral entire ſums of one or more hun- 
dred pounds, with the intereſt, ſhould not then amount in the whole to 1, Foo, oool. all per- 
ſons poſſeſſed of ſuch certificate for the fractional parts of 100l. or of navy, victualling, or 
tranſport bills, which ſhould be made out on or before the 3oth of June 1764, and did not 
amount, together with the intereſt, computed to the 6th of April, to 100l. might, on or be- 
fore the 5th of April, carry the ſame to the office of the Treaſurer of his Majeſty's navy, and 

have, in exchange, a certificate to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for 
the ſums contained in ſuch certificates, and for the amount of the principal and intereſt of 
which ſuch bills ſhould conſiſt; and, upon delivery thereof, and payment of ſo much money 
to the ſaid Governor and Company as ſhould, with the ſum fo certified, amount to fool. be 
entitled to the annuities and advantages before-mentioned : and if any ſuch certificates for 
fractional parts ſhould not be delivered in, and ſubſcribed as aforeſaid, on or before the ſaid 
fifth of April next, they ſhould be paid according to the courſe of the navy, in ſuch order as 
the bills in part of which they were granted were payable ; and ſuch of them as were granted 
in part of bills bearing intereſt, ſhould, from the ſaid 5th of April next, carry the like intereſt 
to which ſuch bills were entitled. 

An additional duty was granted to his Majeſty, of 4s. for every chaldron of coals, New- 
caſtle meaſure, which ſhould be ſhipped for exportation to any part beyond the ſeas, except to 
Ireland, the Iſle of Man, or the Britiſh dominions in America; and at the ſame rate for any 
greater or leſſer quantity. 

There was granted to his Majety, upon all wrought ſilks, Donn; and ſtuffs, mixed with 
ſilk or herba, of the manufacture of Perſia or Eaſt India, and upon all callicoes, printed, dyed, 
painted or ſtained there, which ſhould be exported from this kingdom, except to Africa or the 
Britiſh dominions in America, a ſubſidy of poundage, after the rate of 12d. for every 208. of 
the value of ſuch goods, according to the groſs price at which the ſame were ſold at the public 
{ales thereof: and upon exportation from this kingdom of any ſort of white callicoes or 
muſlins, except to Africa or the Britiſh dominions in America, there was to be retained, be 
ſides the one half of the rate or duty of the old ſubſidy, which then remained and was not 
drawn back for the ſame, the further ſum of 21. for every 100]. of the real value of ſuch goods, 
according to the groſs price at which they were ſold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales ; but 
that ſuch callicoes, which ſhould firſt have been printed, ſtained, painted, or dyed, in Great 
Britain, ſhould not be ſubject to the ſaid duty of 21. to be retained as aforeſaid. 

A ſtamp duty of 2d. for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of 
paper, on which ſhould be engroſſed, written, or printed, any policy of aſſurance, which ſhould 
be made within the weekly bills of mortality, over and above all other duties. Likewiſe a 
duty of 28. 6d. for every {kin or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, on 
which ſhould be engroſſed, written, or printed, any policy of aſſurance which ſhould be made 
in Great Britain, over and above all other duties. The ſaid duties were to be carried to, and 
made part of, the ſinking fund, towards making good the payment of the ſaid annuities, 
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196g" The ſtamp duty of 6d. impoſed in the 12th of Queen: Anne, and the additional duty: of 18, 
impoſed in the 3oth of King George II. upon vellum, parchment, or paper, containing any 
indenture, leaſe, bond, or other deed, was declared to extend to every ſkin or piece of vellum 
or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, on which ſhould be ene written, or prveed i in 
Great Britain, any policy of aſſurance or charter party. e 

March 25.— Authority was given to permit the importation into this Lads from the 
Iſle of Man, under proper limitations, | coarſe printed callicoes and other goods, of the product 
and manufacture of the Eaſt Indies, or other places beyond the Cape of Good Hope, which 
are prohibited to be uſed in Great Britain, and which were brought into the ſaid iſle before the 
_ 1ſt of March 1765, upon payment of one half of the old ſubfidy only for ſuch goods. 

April 4.—In caſe the monies, for which certificates have been or ſhall be granted, in pur- 
ſuance of a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, of the 14th of March laſt, by the Treaſurer 
of his Majeſty's navy, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for navy, vic- 
tualling and tranſport bills, made out on or before the 3oth- of June 1764, and for ſuch frac- 
tional parts of the ſaid bills, as remained above the entire fum of one or more hundred pounds, 
together with the ſums paid and payable at the Bank of England, with the certificates for ſuch 
fractional parts, and for ſuch of the ſaid bills, as, together with the intereſt computed there- 
upon, did not amount to 100l. ſhould not, on the 5th of April, inſt. make up the full ſum of 
_ 1,500,000l, the monies which ſhall be ſo wanting to complete the ſaid ſum of 1,500,000], 

ſhould be raifed by contributions, to be received at the Bank of England, in entire ſums of 
one or more hundred pounds, to be paid to the caſhier of the ſaid Governor and Company, on 
or before the 28th of April; and that the contributors be entitled for the monies ſo advanced, 
to ſuch annuities as are mentioned in the ſaid reſolution, to be allowed to the proprietors of 
certificates, granted in exchange for ſuch navy, victualling, and tranſport bills, as ſhall have 
been delivered on or before the reſpective days therein limited. 

April 20,—A duty of 6d. was laid upon every 100 weight of gum ſenegal, or gum arabic, 
imported into this kingdom, over and above all duties now payable. thereon : and a duty of 
os. was laid upon every 100 weight of gum ſenegal, or gum: arabic, exported out of this king 
dom, over and above all duties now payable thereon. 

April 25.— The monies which had been paid at the Bank, in purſuance. of the reſolutions of 
the Houſe of Commons, of the 14th of March laſt, were ordered to be applied towards diſ- 
charging bills payable in the courſe of the navy or victualling offices, or for tranſports, which 
were made out on or before the goth-of June, 1764. 

April 39,—The bounties and drawbacks paid upon the exportation of refined and ground 
{ugars, were diſcontinued : and a bounty was allowed, after the rate of 14s. 6d. for every 
hundred weight, upon the exportation from this kingdom of refined ſugar in the loaf, com- 
pleat and whole, being net, viz. of one uniform whiteneſs throughout, and which has gone 
through the operation of 3 days at leaſt, and been properly and thoroughly dried in the ſtove, 
according to the preſent method of refining : alſo upon the exportation from this kingdom of 
refined ſugar called baſtard, and of ground and powdered refined. ſugar, and of refined loaf 
ſugar broke in pieces, (the ſaid ſugar having been twice clayed, and properly dried in the ſtove), 
a bounty or drawback was allowed, after the rate of 6s. 4d. for every hundred weight. 

Liberty was granted for a limited time, to carry rice from North Carolina, directly to any. 
other part of America, ſouthward of South Carolina and Georgia, ſubject to ſuch duty as is 
now payable upon rice, carried from South Carolina and Georgia, to any part of America, to 
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176 8 the fouthward thereof: and the duties ariſing therefrom, were ordered to be paid into the res 


ceipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, and there reſerved, to be diſpoſed of by Parliament, towar d 


further defraying the neceſſary Ae EE mA — and W the „ dominions in 
America. 


Bounties were alſo granted upon the importation of deals, ks, boards and timber, into 
this kingdom, from the Britiſh dominions in North America, for the term of ꝙ years, as fol- 


lows, during the firſt 3 years, for every 100, containing 6 ſcore of ſound merchantable deals, 
planks and boards, not leſs than 10 feet long, 10 inches broad, and 1 inch and a quarter thick, 
208. and fo in proportion for any greater length; and for any greater thickneſs, not exceeding 
4 inches, and for every load, containing 40 cubic feet, of ſound merchantable ſquared timber 


of all kinds, (the timber not to be leſs than 10 inches ſquare) 128.; and during the next 3 
years, for every 100 of ſuch deals, planks, and boards, 15s. and for every load of ſuch timber, 


8s. and during the laſt 3 years, for every 100 of ſuch deals, planks and boards, 10s. and for 


every load of ſuch timber, 5s. 

The additional inland duty of 1s. 8 in the thiety-focond year of his late Majeſty, upon 
every pound weight avoirdupois of coffee fold in Great Britain, was ordered to ceaſe and de- 
termine : and in lieu thereof, there was granted to his Majeſty, an additional inland duty of 
od. upon every pound weight avoirdupois of coffee, not being of the growth and product of the 
Britiſh plantations in America, which ſhould be ſold in Great Britain. This additional in- 
land duty, was to be appropriated to the uſes, to which tlie ſaid duty of 1s. per pound weight 
was made applicable. 

The allowances directed by law, to 15 made in reſpect of hard ſoap, which ſhould be re- 
freſhed or made new, were diſcontinued: and, in lieu thereof, the duties upon one pound, in 
every 10 pounds weight of ſoap, were allowed to the makers. 


All linen cloth and diaper of Ruſſia, which were not then particularly rated in any act of 


Parliament, or book of rates, were, upon importation into this kingdom, rated as follows: 


All ſuch cloth and diaper, being in breadth more than 224 and not exceeding 31+ inches, at 44. 


and being in breadth more than 31 and not exceeding 45 inches, at 6], and exceeding 45 
inches in breadth, at 1ol. for every 120 Engliſh ells thereof reſpe& ively, and ſo in proportion 
for any greater or leſſer quantity; and the full amount of the ſeveral duties required by law to 
be paid, for every 20s. of the value of ſuch goods, was to be raiſed and collected according to 
the ſaid reſpective rates, 
No drawback or bounty was to be allowed upon the exportation of any goods from this 
kingdom, to any of the iſlands of Faro, 


May 6.—Every-inftrument, letter, entry, minute, memorandum, or other writing, El 


by any officer. is admitted, in any court whatſoever, to ſerve or to hold ſuch office, as is charged 


with any ſtamp duty within the meaning of the acts of the fifth of William and Mary, the 
ninth of William III. and the twelfth of Queen Anne, whereby the ſeveral duties of 408. are 


impoſed upon every piece of vellum, parchment, or paper, on which any admittance of ſuch 
officer is ingroſſed or written, ſhould be deemed and taken to be an admittance of ſuch officer, 
The exiſting ſtamp duty upon the admiſſion into any corporation or company, was repealed: 
and, in lieu thereof, a ſtamp duty of 28. was to be charged upon the entry, minute, or me- 
morandum, made of ſuch admittance, in their court book, roll, or record. 
The then allowance for prompt payment at the ſtamp office, was repealed : and, inſtead 
thereof, an allowance be made at the rate of 41. per cent, per ann. 
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1765 An additional ſtamp duty of 203; was charged upon every policy of aſſutance, in which the 
properties of more than one perſon, in any ſhip, cargo, or both, or more than a particular 


number of perſons in partnerſhip, or mote than one ot politic, to n. amount in the 
whole than 100l. ſhould be aſſured, © ©, "mY 

The 28. Kamp duty, to be impoſed by the. third 8 of May 3, was ted to the uſes, 
to whic the ſtamp duty repealed by that reſolution was applicable. : 

The additional ſtamp duty of 26s. impoſed by the fixth reſolution of May 6, ſhould be 
applied to the like uſes, to which t the duties upon policies of aſſurance were then ap- 
plicable, * 5 

The ſame bounties were allowed upon all linens to be made in the Iſle of Man, and 
imported into Great Britain, which ſhould be exported from thence, as are now allowed 
on the exportation of Britiſh or Iriſh pens; and under the ſame reſtrictions and limi- 
tations. +» 5 11 f — 

The inhabitants of the Iſle of Man were now allowed to import, into any lawful port of 
Great Britain or Ireland, the beſtials, or any other goods, wares, and merchandizes of the 
growth, produce, and manufacture of the faid Iſſe, except woollen manufactures, beer and 
ale, without paying any cuſtom, ſubſidies, or duties, except ſuch exciſe or other duty, 
as is or, ſhould be due and payable, for, the like goods, wares, or merchandize,, of the 
crowth, produce, and manufacturer of denn Britain, liable to certain limitations and reſ- 
trictions. 5 | 

May 9,—Towards making good and ſecuring the payment of the ſums of money, directed 
by an act of the thirty- ſecond of George II. to be applied in augmentation of the ſalaries of the 
judges and juſtices in England and Wales, there was granted an additional ſtamp duty of 41. 
upon every piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which any admiſ- 
ſion into any of the four inns of court ſhould be engroſſed or written; and an additional ſtamp 
duty of 61. upon every fuch piece on which ſhould be engroſſed or written, any.regiſter, entry, 
teſtimonial, or certificate, of the degree of Utter Barriſter,” taken in any of the four inns of 
court, 

It may not be improper to obſerve, that the two ſums, amounting to 500, oool. provided for 
diſcharging unſatisfied claims and demands incurred during the late war in Germany, and which 
are particularly ſtated in the ſupplies for this year, were granted in a manner, very ſeldom if ever 
practiſed before the preceding ſeſſion. The old and moſt regular way of providing for this 
ſum, would have been to have granted in the committee of ſupply, upon account, a ſum 
not exceeding 509,000]. towards diſcharging ſuch unſatisfied claims, demands, &c.; and then 
the committee of ways and means to have reſolved, that towards making good the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, there be iſſued and applied the ſum of 251,740l. 2s. 74d. out of the 
exceedings of the ſeveral ſums provided by Parliament for ſundry ſervices, and of the monies 
that have been paid into the hands of the Paymaſter-general by contractors and others, to 
March 23, 1765. The whole, it is plain, of the 500, oool. was to be paid on account of the 
war in Germany. — : 2a r „ 
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Exports exceed the Imports, 


e phy 14 


IMPORTS and EXPORTS, amm to a 1765. 
Countries. In port. 
. ee ee od thy b 2 11 
Canaries, — — 8,591 4 11 
Denmark and Norway, — 86,901 3 9 
Eaſt Country, — | — 126,901 18 2 
Eaſt India, — — 1.455,80 1 2 
Flanders, — 22 146,412 4.9 
France, — — 186,333 10 
Germany, — — 6, 7 
Greenland, — 10,639 IT 0 
Holland, — r 420,73 4 3 
Ireland, — _ 1,070, 633 11 11 
Italy, — — — 185,030 7 6 
Madeiras — — —— 1 
Portugal, ww wee 3544397 5 1 
Ruſſia, — wel — 967,339 11 7 
Spain, — * 5945893 9 3 
Streights, — — 28,057 7 
Sweden, — * 274,452 0 t 
Turkey, — — 122,652 2 1L 
Venice, — — 47,912 11 10 
Alderney, — — 8 
Guernſey, — 1 17,598 3 5 
r — — d 4 7 
Antigua, — Are 159,152 12 5 
Anguilla, — — 3,836 11 © 
Barbadoes, — — 326,688 6 3 
Bermudas, — — 95973 4 8 
Canada, — — 95034 4 2 
Carolina, — — 385,918 12 0 
Dominica, — — — 73,497 10 10 
Florida, — — 684 8 4 
Georgia, — — 34,183 15 8. 
Granades, — — 199,909 © Ir 
Guadaloupe, — — 66, 560 18 7 
Havannah, — — 6,481 0 o 
Hudſon's Bay, ——— — 10,654 10 1 
amaica, — — 1,023, 091 13 9 
artinico, — — 24 10 11 
Montſerrat, — — 66,694 12 11 
Nevis, — — 54,528 17 6 
New England. —— _— 146,319 0 2 
Newfoundland, — 43,928 4 11 
New Providence, — 1 
New York, — — $4,959 18 2 
Nova Scotia, —— — 164 2 1 
Pennſylvania, — 25,148 10 10 
St. Croix, — — 7,089 10 4 
St. John's Iſland, — / — — — — 
St. Chriſtopher's, —— 2459095. 3 7 
St. Lucia, — — 447 3. 6 
St. Vincent, — — 4.459 14 5 
Tobago, — — _ — 
Tortola, — 38,972 13 10 
Virginia and Maryland, —— 5 71 9 9. 
| Welt Indies in general, — 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — 11 1,874 5 8 
Totals, 10,889,742 13 10 


Exports. o 


42,305 1 5 

1355888 1 
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450,817 19 

159878 11 

1, 869, 465 18 
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2,026,772 18 
1,767, 20 1 

824,803 7 
40,797 3 
679,037 16 
76,170 18 
772375581 3 
x 0,306 16 
49,003 17 
913735 ! 
22,481 T 
1,333 16 
29,024 10 
12,109 6 
149,751 1 
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77 A general bin of chriening and in in r- from Pn I 1, 1764, to Decem- 


ber 10, 4765. "ai 
| SUES "Chriſtened, males tl Butied; males 11% 
—— females 5, 949 | — females 11,741 
16,371 235290 


Bills of births, burials, &c. in different parts of Great Britain and Eürope, for the year 


1765. 
1 4776; married in the reformed churches, 1692; at the town-hall, 
750; by banns, 1,073: died, 7,725. 
Brandenburgh and Pruſſian Pomerania, — born 14, 383; married, 3-647 3 died, 9, 108. 

Copenhagen, — born, 2,541; married, 1,033; died, 1,001. 

Denmark, —born, 25,923; died, 24,678. 

Holſtein and Sleſwick, —born. 12,797 ; died, 11, 533. 

Koningſberg, — born. 2, 149; married, 683; died, 1,575. 

Leipſick, — born, 1,437 ; married, 324 ; died, 1,048, 

Liverpool, —chriftened, 956; married, 478; buried, r,151. 

Munich, capital of Bavaria, —born, 816; died, 1,063. 

Newcaſtle upon Tyne and Gateſhead, —chriſtened, 728; buried, 763.— The beni at the 
Ballaſt Hills not included, which are eſtimated at 300. 

Norway, —born, 22,530; died, 20,241. 

Paris, —born, 19,439; foundlings, 5,495; marriages, 4,782 ; deaths, 18,034. 

Peterſburgh, —born, 5,049; died, 4, 198. 

Rotterdam, — married, 573; died, 1,710. 

It was, at the time, and ſtill is the opinion of many reflecting, well-informed, and impar- 
tial perſons, that the political candour of the miniſtry, (a very rare virtue among ſtateſmen) 
was the innocent cauſe of the violent oppoſition given to the ſtamp act, in England as well as 
America; and we are rather diſpoſed to lean towards ſuch an opinion. Had the ſtamp duty 
been laid on the colonies at once, and without any previous mention of it to them, they 
would, perhaps, have ſubmitted, if not without ſome diſcontent, at leaſt without that unre- 
ſerved violence of oppoſition which has proved the ſource of ſo much calamity. The princi- 
pal people among them would not then have had an opportunity of making the lower ſort 
foreſee, in that act of the Britiſh legiſlature, when merely held out to them, much greater 
evils than they were liable to ſeel when actually ſubjected to it; much leſs would they have 
had time to animate each other againſt it to ſuch a degree, that all intelligence concerning it 
which reached any one part of the extenſive dominions of Britiſh America, almoſt inſtan- 
taneouſly flew over the reſt, exciting every where diſcontents in all ranks, and ſuch commo- 
tions in moſt of them, particularly among the populace, as to produce all that hoſtility of 
diſpoſition to the mother country which we have deſcribed under the preceding year. 

While, however, Great Britain and America were ſuſpended in anxious expectation in what 
manner theſe differences between both would terminate, the miniſtry ſo obnoxious to the lat- 
ter had been diſmiſſed, and another ſubſtituted in its room, whoſe ſyſtem of politics was more 
favourable to their wiſhes. They were brought into the public ſervice by the advice, and 
under the arrangement of the Duke of Cumberland, who could not be ſuſpected of any party 
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2 prepoſſeſſions, and who was known to poſſeſs thoſe talents which qualified n him to.ſtand forth 

the effeQual friend of his country at ſuch a critical juncture. | 
The nation was, at this period, involved in circumſtances of no common diſtreſs; our 
manufaQurers wanted employment, commerce was in a kind of ſtagnant ſtate, proviſions 
, were extravagantly dear, and a numerous populace had not ſufficient employment to obtain 
the means of comfortable ſubſiſtence. Such was the gloomy proſpect that opened upon us at 
the commencent of this year : nor did the more extended proſpects acroſs the Atlantic ocean 
afford any other objects but ſcenes of anarchy and confuſion, in which licentiouſneſs was car- 
ried to ſuch a height, as almoſt to aſſume another name. 
But ſupported as the coloniſts were by an enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of reſentment, they very ſenſibly 
felt the inconveniences which muſt ever ariſe to a commercial people from an interruption of 
their trade. Their warchouſes, however, were full of Britiſh goods, for which they had not 
paid; and the many reſources of fo vaſt an extent of country, abounding in the moſt eſſential 
articles of life, prevented them from feeling the preſſure of immediate diſtreſs. | 
The enormous ſums which were owing to our merchants in the.colonies, added greatly to 
the public difficulties, by the effect that circumſtance naturally had on the trading and manu- 
facturing part of the community. Theſe debts, amounting to ſeveral millions, the Ameri. 
cans pleaded their inability to > Pay 3 ; and their very creditors Were ready to admit the plea, as 
founded in truth. 
As the nation was never, perkaps, in a more critical ſituation, no adminiſtration had greater 
difficulties to encounter than that which had been lately called to the management of public 
affairs. They were under the immediate neceſſity of either enforcing the ſtamp act by fire 
and ſword, or of moving its immediate repeal in Parliament. In the former caſe, though 
there was no doubt entertained of the power of Great Britain to cruſh the colonies, yet ſuch a 
decifion would have been conſidered as employing one arm to cut off the other. 
On the other hand, if the act ſhould be repealed, they might be accuſed, with ſome appear- 
ance of juſtice, of ſacrificing the dignity of the crown, with the intereſts of the nation, to 
their own want of reſolution, or a blind oppoſition to the meaſures of their predeceſſors in 
office. | 
The loſs of their illuſtrious patron, the Duke of Cumberland, was alſo a diminution of 
their ſtrength and ſecurity, which owed fo much to his good ſenſe and patriotiſm, as well as 
the confidence which the public had ſo naturally placed in him, 
Such was the ſituation of affairs when the Parliament met at the latter end of the year 1765. 
Notice was taken from the throne of the importance of thoſe matters which had occurred in 
North America, and which were offered as the cauſe for aſſembling the two houſes ſooner 
than was originally intended, that they might have an opportunity to iſſue the neceſſary writs 
on the many vacancies which had happened fince the laſt ſeſſion, and proceed, immediately 
after the receſs, to the confideration of the very 1mportant matters which would then ſolicit 
their attention, 
There never was any ſubje& debated in the Parliament of Great Britain, in which the pub- 
lic appeared to be more deeply intereſted than the preſent ; while the reſt of Europe, particu- 
larly the commercial part of it, were by no means inattentive to the event. 
When the Parliament met again, in the month of January, in this year, a ſecond ſpeech 
from the throne recommended the American affairs as the principal object of its deliberations. 
Petitions 
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1706 Petitions were alſo received, at this time, from the merchants of London, Briſtol, Lau- 


caſter, Liverpool, Hull, Glaſgow; &c. &c. and indeed from niaſt. of the trading and manu-. 
facturing towns in the kingdom. In theſe petitions they ſet forth the great decay of their 
trade, owing to the new laws and regulations made for America; the vaſt quantity of our 
manufactures (beſides thoſe articles imported from abroad, which were purchaſed either with 
our own manufactures, or with the produce of our colonies) which the American trade for- 
merly took off our hands; by all which, many thouſands of manufacturers, ſeamen, and 
labourers, had been employed, to the very great and increaſing benefit of the nation. — That, 
in return for theſe exports, the petitioners had received from the colonies, rice, indigo, to- 
bacco, naval ſtores, oil, whale- fins, and latterly pot-aſh, with other ſtaple commodities ; be- 
ſides ⁊ large balance in remittances by bills of exchange and bullion, obtained by the coloniſts 
for articles of their produce not required for the Britiſh market, and therefore. exported to 
other places. 

That, from the nature of this trade, conſiſting of Britiſh manufactures exported, and of 
the import of raw materials from America, many of them uſed in our manufactures, and all 
of them tending to leſſen our dependence on neighbouring ſtates, it muſt be deemed of the 
firſt importance in the commercial ſyſtem of this nation. That this commerce, fo beneficial 
to the ſtate, and ſo neceſſary for the ſupport of multitudes, then lay under ſuch difficulties and 
diſcouragements, that nothing leſs than its utrer ruin Was IRE without the imme- 
diate interpoſition of Parliament. 

That the colonies were then indebted to the merchants of Great Britain to the amount of 
ſeveral millions ſterling ; and that when preſſed for payment, they appealed to paſt experience 
in proof of their willingneſs, but declare it is not in their power to make good their engage- 
ments; alleging, that the taxes and reſtrictions laid upon them, and the extenſion of the juriſ- 
dition of the admiralty courts, eſtabliſhed by ſome late acts of Parliament, &c. which have 
ſo far interrupted the uſual and former moſt fruitful branches of their. commerce, reſtrained 
the ſale of their produce, thrown the ſtate of the ſeveral provinces into confuſton, and brought 
on ſo many actual bankruptcies, that the former opportunities and means of remittances and 
payments were taken from them. 

In ſhort, ſuch a number of petitions from every commercial and trading part of the king- 
dom, containing ſo many intereſting facts, ſtated and atteſted by ſuch numbers of people, 
whoſe lives had been entirely devoted to trade, and who muſt be naturally ſuppoſed compe- 
tent judges of a ſubject to which they had ſo cloſely attended, (beſides as it ſhewed the general 
ſenſe of the nation) could not fail of confiderably influencing, and having a great weight with 
Parliament, 

There were alſo petitions 8 by the agents of the iſland of Jamaica, and the colonies 
of Virginia and Georgia; but inſtead of leſſening the ſpirit of debate, theſe petitions encrea- 
ſed the ſubjects of it. At length, however, after a moſt unwearied attention to this impor- 
tant buſineſs, the Houſe of Commons reſolved, without a diviſion, that Great Britain poſ- 
ſeſſed a legiſlative power over her colonies in all caſes whatſoever, This reſolution was fol- 
lowed by a bill for the repeal of the ſtamp act; which, after a length of parliamentary debate 
that had been ſeldom or never before known, was carried, on a diviſion, by a majority of 
275 to 167; and, with another bill, declaring the ſupreme, ſovereign authority of Great Bri- 
tain over her colonies, on the eighth day of March received the royal aſſent, 
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1766 Of theſe important acts of Parliament we ſhall give the following abſtracts: : 


America on the Crown of Great Britain, 
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Abſtract of an AR for the better ſecuring the * of ** Majeſty' 8 Dominions | in 


The preamble ſets forth, That ſeveral of the houſes of e. in his Majeſty' $ 


colonies in America, had of late, againſt the law, claimed to themſelves, or to the general 


aſſemblies of the ſame, the ſole and excluſive right of impoſing duties and taxes on his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in the ſaid colonies, and have paſſed certain votes, reſolutions, and orders, 
derogatory to the authority of Parliament, and inconfiſtent with the dependency of the ſaid 
colonies upon the crown of Great Britain : it is therefore declared, that the ſaid colonies have 
been, are, and of right ought to be, ſubordinate unto, and dependent on, the imperial crown 


and Parliament of Great Britain; and that the King and Parliament of Great Britain had, 


hath, and of right ought to have, full power and authority to make laws and ſtatutes of ſuffi- 
cient force to bind the colonies, and his Majeſty's ſubjects in them, in all caſes whatſoever, 
And it is further declared, that all reſolutions, votes, orders, and proceedings in any of 
the ſaid colonies, whereby the power and authority of the King, Lords, and Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, is denied or drawn into queſtion, are, and are hereby 
declared to be utterly null and yoid, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever,” 
Abſtract of an Act for repealing the Stamp Act. 


This act ſets forth, That as the continuance of the en act would be attended with 


many inconveniences, and may be productive of conſequences greatly detrĩmental to the com- 
mercial intereſts of theſe kingdoms, it is therefore, from and after the firſt of May, 1766, 
with the ſeveral matters and things contained in it, hereby repealed and made void, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes whatſoever.” 

On the 6th of June a bill was alſo brought into Parliament, to indemnify thoſe who had 
incurred penalties on account of the ſtamp a&, &c. and a requifition was made by government 
to tlie North American provinces to indemnify ſuch perſons as had ſuffered in their property 
by the late riots, by making them a proper compenſation for the loſſes they had ſuſtained; 
which, after ſome time, was accordingly done. At the ſame time, a bill was paſſed for open- 
ing free ports, under certain reſtrictions, in different parts of the Weſt Indies. 

This adminiſtration, who, by their conduct, were endeavouring to ſecure popularity, could 
not take a more ready method to obtain poſſeſſion of that object than by the repeal of the cyder 
act, which took place during this ſeſſion, Few laws had ever been paſſed in this country 
which had proved ſo obnoxious to the people in general, but eſpecially to thoſe of the cyder 
counties, than that act had been: the repeal of it was accompanied with proportionate marks 
of public approbation. 

But government was not wholly employed in domeſtic concerns; foreign tranſactions poſ- 
ſeſſed a proper ſhare of their attention: and it was in this year that a final ſettlement of the 
long conteſted buſineſs of the Canada bills took place. As this tranſaction occupied a tedious 
length of negociation, and may claim a place among the commercial events of this period, we 
ſhall relate the particular circumſtances of it. 

When Canada was in poſſeſſion of the French, it was an annual loſs to the government, 
although its trade was very profitable to individuals, and to the kingdom in general. 

The method the French government took to pay the ſubjects of Canada the balance due to 
them, was by giving them either bills of exchange on the royal treaſury, or what they call 
ordonnances, of which the following was the form : 


20 ſols 


* 
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20 ſols——CoLonnes, 1757. ; an e 
Depenſes générales. £0 e 2 
No. 44, 195. 1 nd 
Il ſera tenu ; eons par le Roi, au mois d'Oobre prochain, de la ſomme de vingt c ſols, 
valeur en la er erer du treſorier, reſtẽe au bureau du contr6le. | 
A Quebec, le premier Juin, 1757. 
\BrcoT. | 
Theſe bills were given Hows a thouſand livres to ſeven- pence halfpenny, and were preferred 
by the inhabitants to current coin. In the month of October of every year, every one was at 
liberty to bring theſe ordonnances to the intendant's office, and had a right to demand bills of 
exchange on Old France in payment. This right gave the paper currency a preference even 


over ready caſh, as the government would not take caſh for bills of exchange. 


Although the inhabitants might have brought all their ordonnances to the year 1759 for 
payment, yet being as current, and more uſeful than caſh, conſiderable quantities always re- 


mained in the country; and, as a proof, there were ſtill extant ſome of theſe ordonnances of 


the year 1729. 

In the year 1759, the intendant, and others concerned in the government of Canada, ifſued 
out very conſiderable quantities of bills of exchange, which they pretended were for the uſe of 
the government; but as the French court charged them with mal-adminiſtration, this point 
continued in diſpute till they were ſentenced to make reſtitution. On being informed of this 
ſentence, the Engliſh merchants, who were, as we have mentioned under a former year, deeply 
concerned in Canada paper, applied to government, for the purpoſe of obtaining their ſhare in 
the appointed reſtitution ; and after a length of negociation which the buſineſs did not ſeem to 
require, the following convention for the liquidation of the Canada paper money belonging to 
the ſubjects of the King of Great Britain and his Moſt derne Majeſty, was executed on 
the 29th of March, in this year. 

„ Article I. His Excellency General Conway, inveſted with full powers and authoriſations, 
accepts for the Britiſh proprietors and holders of Canada paper, and in their names, the reduc- 
tion of the ſaid paper, on the footing of 50 per cent. for the bills of exchange, and ſuch part 
of the certificates as are entitled to the ſaid payments ; and of 75 per cent, for the ordonnances, 
cards, and the remaining part of the certificates; and to receive for the 50 and 25 per cent. of 
the reduced principal, reconnoiffances, or rent contracts, which ſhall bear an annual intereſt 
from the xt of January, 1765, of 42 per cent. to be ſubjected to the dixieme from the ſaid 


ft of January, 1765, in as many reconnoiffances as it ſhall ſuit the holders to divide their 


liquidated principals into, provided that each reconnoiſſance ſhall not be for more than 1000 
livres Tournois: which reconnoiſſances ſhall ſhare the ſame fate for their reimburſement as 
the other debts of the ſtate, and ſhall not be ſubjected to any reduction whatſoever. The whole 
conformably to the arrets of the council iſſued in France the 29th. June, 2d July, 1764, 29th 
and 31ſt December, 1765. 

II. In order to aſcertain the Britiſh property of this paper at the period, and according 
to the meaning of the declaration annexed to-the laſt treaty of peace with France, each pro- 
prietor or holder ſhall be obliged to make a declaration thereof upon oath, in the form and 
terms which ſhall be hereafter preſcribed, in conſequence of a further delay, which his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty grants them to 1ſt of October, 1766 ; after the expiration of which, ſuch of 
3 we 


* 
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1766 the papers as ſhall not have been declared * tendered to * liquidated, Niall remain excluded, i 


null, and of no value. EMY 


„III. Theſe declarations on the dert of * proprietors and holders of this paper, ſhall be 


| accompanied by an oath, to be taken before the lord mayor of the city of London, or ſuch. 


other magiſtrate in perſon as ſhall be named for that purpoſe, in ſuch place, and at ſuch times, 
as ſhall be ſpecified i in the preſence of the commiſſaries or deputies appointed, as well on the 
part of the court of France as on the part of the proprietors of this paper; which commiſſaries 
or deputies ſhall be allowed to aſk, through the magiſtrate who adminiſters the oath, ſuch queſ- 
tions of the deponent as they ſhall judge neceſſary, relative to the object of the oath. 

« IV. Each declaration ſhall contain only what belongs to one holder, whether they are 
his own property, or held by him for account of others; mentioning therein his name, qua- 
lity, and place of abode; and this declaration ſhall be made conformable to the 9% an- 
nexed to the preſent convention. 

V. Duplicates ſhall be made of theſe declarations, certified to be true, ſigned by the 
holders of the ſaid papers, and previouſly delivered to the Engliſh and French commiſſaries or 
deputies, who ſhall be obliged, three days after receiving theſe declarations, to aſſiſt at the 
taking of the oath before the magiſtrate appointed for that purpoſe. 

« VI. As this paper may, ſince the laſt treaty of peace, have paſſed into. the hands of three 
different claſſes of proprietors, namely, the actual proprietors, the intermediate, and the ori- 
ginal ; the form of an oath ſuitable for each claſs oe proprietors ſhall be preſcribed in the three 
following articles, 5 

[The ſeventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth 3 contain only che forms of oaths. ] 

KI. After the adminiſtration of the oaths, there ſhall, within the ſpace of three days, be 
delivered to each actual proprietor or holder, a certificate of its being Britiſh property by the 
magiſtrate who adminiſters the oaths; which certificate ſhall be reviſed and figned by the re- 
ſpective commiſſaries or deputies, and ſhall contain an account of each ſort of paper which 
ſhall have been therein proved Britith property; in order, that by means of this voucher, the 
poſſeſſor may preſent his paper to the office of the commiſhon at Paris, there to be examined, 
reviſed, and liquidated, and converted into reconnoiſſances, or rent contracts, according to the 
reduction fixed and agreed upon: every thing ſhall meet with all poſſible HR, and the 
holders of this paper ſhall be at no expence whatſoever. 

„ XII. In caſe. any unforeſeen accident ſhall have deprived any actual proprietor of this 
paper of an intermediate proof between him and the firſt proprietor who received it from 
Canada, ſo as that the proofs which precede and follow that which ought to join them, and 
which 1s miſſing, ſeem to have report and belong to each other; in that caſe only the reſpec- 
tive commiſſaries or deputies ſhall be empowered to admit the paper it relates to as Britiſh 
property, if they think proper, notwithſtanding the deficiency which ſhall have broke the link 
of the proof: and if the reſpective commiſſaries or deputies ſhall chance to differ in opinion, 
the deciſion of the object in queſtion ſhall be referred to his Britannic Majelty' 8 Serpctury of 
State, and to the ambaſſador of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 

XIII. In virtue of the foregoing arrangement, the court of France grants to the Britiſh 
proprietors of this paper, an indemnification of premium of 3, ooo, ooo of livres Tournois, 


| payable 1 in the following manner, viz. $00,000 livres Tournois, which ſhall be paid in ſpecie 


to his Britaunic Majeſty's ambaſſador at Paris in the courſe of April next; and 2,500,000 hvres 
Tournois, in reconnoiſſances or rent contracts, of the ſame nature as thoſe which ſhall be 
given 


1766 given for the ; and 25 per cent. on the capitals of the bills of exchange, cards, ordonnances, 
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&c. but the intereſt of which ſhall only run from January 1, 1966; which ſum of 2,500,000 
livres Tournois, ſhall be delivered to the aforeſaid ambaſſador immediately after the ratifica- 
tion and exchange of the preſent convention, in reconnoiſſance of 1 ooo livres Tournois each, 
on the expreſs condition, that all the Canada paper belonging to Britiſh ſubjects, not liquidat- 
ed, ſhall ſhare the ſame fate for its reimburſement as French paper, and ſhall come in courſe 
of payment with the debts of the ſtate, the reconnoiſſances or rent contracts whereof ſhall be 
paid as the other debts, without being ſubjected to any reduction whatſoever ; and on the fur- 
ther condition, that all the Engliſh proprietors of the ſaid paper ſhall give up every particular 
indemnification from any cauſe and pretext whatſoever. 

«« XIV. The ſolemn ratifications of the preſent convention ſhall be enchanged i in good and 
due form, in this city of London, between the two courts, within the ſpace of one month, or 
ſooner i it be poſſible, to be reckoned from the day of ſigning the preſent convention. 

„In witneſs whereof, we the vnder-written miniſters plenipotentiary of the ſaid two courts, 


have ſigned in their names, and by virtue of our full powers, the preſent convention, and 
cauſed it to be ſealed with our arms, 


„Done at London, this 29th day of March, 1766. —_—e 
| H. S. CONWAY, (L. S.) ä 
« CounT DE GUERCHY, (L. S.)“ 

In conſequence of. this convention, the committee-of London merchants appointed by the 
holders, &c. of Canada bills, preſented the following memorial: 

That the 13 articles of the convention made with the court of France, for the final ſet- 
tlement of the Canada bills, is, of itſelf, inſufficient to explain to the proprietors of the ſaid 
bills, in what manner the ſum of three millions of livres, granted by the court of France, as 
an indemnification or premium, is to be diſtributed, 

Therefore humbly ſolicit your Excellency to permit the following explanation, which is 
founded on the committee's propoſition for the payment of theſe papers, delivered on the 27th. 
of December laſt, to be annexed to the convention, and publiſhed therewith, for the infor- 
mation of all whom it may concern. 

And your memorialiſts, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

© BROOK WATSON, 
London, April 28, 566 % ROBERT ALLEN, 

% FRAnCcis RYBOT. 

„ ROBERT HUNTER, 

„ ISIDOoRE LYNCH, 
© CHARLES CRO KA r, 
„ WILLIAM GREENWOOD, 
% ROBERT GRAN r, 
* DANIEL VIALARS.” 

'The committee's explanation, relative to the diſtribution of the 3,000,000 of livres granted 
by the Court of France, as a premium or indemnification i in the thirteenth article of the fore- 
going convention. 

This indemnification having been granted by the Court of France, in conſequence of 
repeated propoſitions made by the committee appointed for the management of this buſineſs, 
and approved of by the proprietors and holders of the ſaid papers at various general meetings 

Vor. IV. M aſſembled 
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1.766, aſſembled for that purpoſe, at which tho diſttibution of the ſaid indemnification or anita; 
which was the baſis of the convention fince acceded to, was determined and agteed upon, 
The committee think it a duty incumbent on them, for the better information of every 
Britiſh proprietor or holder of Canada paper, to ASA particulars of the ſaĩd be 
which they are now enabled to do with preciſion. 
© In order to form a judgment, as near as poſſible, of the walue of ok kind of . it 
will be neceſſary to lay before the public a ſtate thereof, as it will ſtand; reduced, agreeable to 
the terms of the convention, and an account of the proportional part of the indemnification 
or premium of 3,000,000 of livres, which each ſpecies of paper will be entitled to receive, 
after the cloſing of the liquidation; 1. e. the firſt of October next. 
*. By the moſt exact eſtimates: which it has been poſſible to make, as well as by the regiſters 
0 of the Court of France, it appears, that there ſtill exiſts unliquidated, © Livres. 
% Bills of exchange and certificates about, _ — 4,000,000 
4 Ordonnances and cards, &c.. — — — 12, O00, oo 
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c Which, when liquidated and converted into reconnoiſſances, will produce as Lader: i i 

« Four millions paid at 50 per cent. — — — 2, O00, ooo 0 
Twelve millions at 25 per cent. — — — 3,00, ooo 


The capital of the liquidated debt. — 5,000,000 


« The diſtribution of the 2,500,000: livres in reconnoiſſances, and the 500,000 livres in 
ſpecie,. agreeable to the propoſition, in conſequence of which the ſame was obtained, will be 
as follows : | Livres in recon- 

* On the ordonnances and other papers payable on the footing of 25 noiſſances. 
per cent. _ — — — — 1, 500, ooo 

On the ſame, being a proportional part of the remaining million of 
reconnoiſſances, which is to be divided on the liquidated capital of the 
whole debt, which amounts to the computed ſum of 5,000,000, — 600,000 


—— — 


— 


Total, | 2,100,000 


© The 500,000 livres in ſpecie, being granted as an equivalent for the loſs which would 
ariſe by receiving the 2, 500,000 livres for the indemnification in reconnoiſſances, it muſt be 
proportionably divided in the ſame manner as the reconnoiſſances, viz. if 2,500,000 livres 
receive 500,000 livres, what will 2,100,000 receive? Anſwer, 420, ooo livres in ſpecie. 
To be divided in the month of November next, on the ſup- 
poſed 12,000,000 of ordonnances, cards, &c. — 2,520,000 
*« On the bills of exchange, and ſuch certificates as are paid on | 
the footing of 5o per cent. the remaining part of the million of re- 


0 | | connoiſſances, — 1 * 44500, ooo 
| in „Proportion of the 500,000 in ſpecic, being 1-5th or 20 per 
{340 b cent. on 400, ooo, — 5 — 80,000 
0 6 Total on the bills of exchange, &c. | — 6 480,000 000 
16 li : Wife 
Fl «© Amount of indemnification granted, — 3 3,990,000 
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Moſt Chriſtian RY to liquidate the Canada bills, 
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e The above recited ſum ef 3, O00, ooo of livres, Will be paid by the committee in No- 
vember next, to ſuch proprietors who ſhall; in the October preceding, produce to them a cer- 
tificate figned by the Engliſh commifſary, appointed to adjuſt the liquidation of theſe effects, 
certifying, that ſuch ſums as thoſe on which the proprietors demand a proportion of the in- 
demnification or premium, had been proved on oath to have been Britiſh property, in con- 
formity to the tenor of the convention. This certificate to be accompanied with a bordereau 
of liquidation made at Paris, and certiſied to be true by che commiſſioners appointed by his 


„ BROOK WaArsox. 
4% RORERT ALLEX, 
„ FRawcis RyBor. 
„% ROBERT HUNTER. 
4 Is1DoRE LYNCH. 
„ CHARLES CRockar. 
„WILLIAM GREENWOOD. 
„ ROBERT GRANT. 
| | < DANIEL VIALARAS.“ 

Tn this year alfo, an advantageous commercial treaty was concluded between Great Britain 
and Ruſſia, in the arrangement of which, and removing thoſe obſtacles which impeded its 
completion, much praiſe is due to the zeal, induſtry, and abilities of Sir n now Lord 


Macartney, the then Britiſh miniſter at the court of Peterſburg. 


We ſhall be juſtified, by every commercial confideration, in giving this treaty at large, 

„ Article I. The peace, friendſhip, and good underſtanding, which have hitherto happily 
ſubſiſted between their Majeſties of Great Britain and of all the Ruſſias, ſhall be ratified and 
confirmed by this treaty ; ſo that from this time forward, and in all time coming, there ſhall be 
between the crown of Great Britain on the one hand, and the crown of all the Ruſſias on the 
other; as alſo between the ſtates, countries, kingdoms, dominions, and territortes, that are 
ſubject to them, a true, fincere, firm, and perfect peace, friendſhip, and good underſtanding, 
which ſhall laſt for ever,. and ſhall be inviolably obſerved, as well by ſea as by land, and on the 
freſh waters; and the ſubje&s, people and inhabitants on the one part and on the other, of 
what ſtate or condition ſoever they be, ſhall perform to each other all acts of kindneſs and aſ- 
ſiſtance poſſible, and ſhall not do one another any hurt or injury whatever. 

II. The ſubje&s of the two high contracting powers, ſhall have full liberty of navigation 
and commerce in all the ſtates ſituated in Europe, where navigation and commerce are per- 
mitted at preſent, or ſhall be permitted hereafter 7 the high contracting parties, to any other 
nation. 

«Iv agreed, that the ſubjects ef the two digt. contracting parties ſhall have leave to 
enter, trade, and remain with their ſhips, boats and carriages, loaded or unloaded, in all the 
ports, places and towns, where ſuch leave is granted to the ſubjects of any other nation; and 
the ſailors, paſſengers and ſhips, as well Britiſh as Ruffian, though there ſhould be among 
their crews ſubjects of fome other foreign nation, ſhall be received and treated as the moſt 
favoured nation; and neither the ſailors nor paſfengers ſhall be forced to enter, againſt their 
will, into the ſervice of either of the two contracting powers, excepting, however, ſuch of 
their ſubjects as they may want for their own proper ſervice ; and if a domeſtic or ſailor deſert 
tus ſervice or his ſip, he ſhall be reftored. It is likewiſe agreed, that the ſubjects of the high 
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7766 8 parties ſnall have leave to purchaſe, at the current price, all ſorts of 8 
of which they may ſtand in need; to repair and refit their ſhips,. boats and carriages; to pur. 
chaſe all kinds of proviſions for. their preſent ſubſiſtance of their voyage; and to remain or 
depart at their pleaſure, without let ot impediment, provided they conform to the laws and 
ordinances of the reſpective ſtates of the high contracting parties where they may happen to be. 
In like manner the Ruſſian ſhips that are navigating the ſea, and are met by Engliſh ſhips, 
ſhall not.be impeded in the courſe. of their voyage, provided, in the Britiſh ſea; they conform 
to the eſtabliſhed practice; but, on the contrary, ſhall receive from them all kind of affiſtance, 
as well in the ports of the dominion of Great Britain as in the open ſea. 
« IV. It is agreed, that the ſubjects of Great Britain ſhall be at liberty to bring, by water 

or by land, into all or into ſuch provinces of Ruſſia, where freedom of trade is permitted to 
the ſubjects of any. other nation, all ſorts of merchandize or effects, the traffic or entry of | 
which is not prohibited: and in like manner the ſubjects of Ruſſia ſhall be at liberty to bring, 
buy and ſell freely, in all, or in ſuch ſtates of Great Britain where freedom of trade is per- 
mitted. to the ſubjeQts of any other nation, all forts of merchandize and effects, the traffic and 
entry of which is not prohibited; which is alſo. to be. equally underſtood of the manufaQures 
and products of the Aſiatic provinces, provided this is not actually forbid by ſome law at pre- 
ſent in force in Great Britain; comprehending all ſorts. of merchandize effects, which the ſub- 
jets of any other nation may buy there, and tranſport into other countries, particularly 
wrought gold and filver, excepting the current coin of Great Britain; and in order to preſerve 
a juſt equality between the Ruſſian and Britiſh, merchants, with regard to the exportation of 
proviſions and other commodities, it is further ſtipulated, that the ſubje&s of Ruſſia ſhall pay 
the ſame duties on exportation, that are paid by the Britiſh merchants on exporting. the ſame 
effects from the ports of Ruſha; but then each of the high contracting parties ſhall reſerve to 
itſelf the liberty of making, in the interior parts of its dominions, ſuch particular arrangements 
as it ſhall find expedient for encouraging and extending its own navigation. The Ruſſian 
merchants ſhall enjoy the ſame liberties and privileges as the Britiſh merchants of the Ruſſian 
company enjoy; and, as the deſign of the two high contracting parties, and the intention of 
this treaty, is to facilitate the reciprocal commerce of their ſubjects, and to extend its limits 
and mutual advantages, it is agreed, that the Britiſh merchants trading in the dominions of 
Ruſſia, ſhall have liberty, in caſe of death, a. preſſing exigency, or abſolute neceſſity, when 
there are no other means of procuring money, or in caſe of bankruptcy, to diſpoſe of their 
effects, whether of Ruſhan or foreign merchandize, in ſuch manner as the perſons. concerned 
ſhall find moſt advantageous. The ſame thing ſhall be obſerved with regard to the Ruſſian 
merchants in the dominions of Great Britain. All which, however, is to be underſtood with 
this reſtriction, that every ſort of permiſſion, on the one fide and on the other, ſpecified in 
this article, ſhall not be in any thing contrary to the laws of the country; and the Britiſh, as 
well as the Ruſſian merchants and their factors, ſhall punctually conform to the rights, ſtatutes 
and ordinances of the country where they trade, in order to prevent all kind of fraud and im- 
poſition, It is for this reaſon, that the decifion of ſuch events happening to the Britiſh. compt- 
ing-houſes in Ruſſia, ſhall be ſubmitted, at Peterſburg, to the college of commerce, and in 
other towns where there is no college of commerce, to the tribunals that have the TY 
of commercial affairs. 
„ V. It is agreed, that the ſubje&s of Great Britain, if they have no rindollars to pay the 
cuſtoms or other duties for the merchandize which they import or export, ſhall be allowed to 


pay 
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6 v766 pay them in other foreign coin of a known name and eſtabliſhed value, equal to that of the 


rixdollar, or in the current coin of Ruſſia, the rixdollar valued at 125 copecs (or pennies). 

« VI. All poſſible aſſiſtance and diſpatch ſhall be given to the loading and unloading of 
ſhips, as well for the 1mportation as the exportation of commodities, according to the regula- 
tions on that head eſtabliſhed ; and they ſhall not be in any manner detained, under the penal- 
ties denounced in the ſaid regulations. In like manner, if the ſubjects of Great Britain make 
contracts with any chancery or college whatever to deliver certain commodities or effects, upon 
notifying that ſuch commodities are ready to be delivered, and after they ſhall have been ac- 
tually delivered at the time ſpecified in theſe contracts, they ſhall be received; and immedi- 
ately thereupon, the accounts ſhall be ſettled and cleared between the ſaid college or chancery 
and the Britiſh merchants, at the time fixed in the ſaid contracts. The ſame conduct ſhall be 
obſerved towards Ruſhan merchants. in the dominions of Great Britain. 

« VII. It is agreed, that the ſubje&s of Great Britain may, in all the towns and places of 
Ruſſia where freedom of trade is permitted to any other nation, pay for the commodities they 
purchaſe 1 in the ſame current coin of Ruſſia which they take for the commodities they ſell, un- 
leſs in their contraQs they have ſtipulated the contrary ; and this ought equally to be under- 
ſtood. of Ruſſian commodities in the dominions of Great Britain. 

„VIII. In the places where embarkations are ordinarily made, permiſſion ſhall be granted 
to the ſubjects of the high contracting parties, to load their ſhips and carriages with, and tranſ- 
port by water or by land, all ſuch ſorts of commodities as they ſhall have purchaſed, (with an 
exception, however, of thoſe whoſe exportation is prohibited) upon paying the cuſtoms, pro- 
vided theſe ſhips and carriages conform to the laws, 

IX. The ſubjects of the high contracting parties ſhall pay no greater duty for the im- 
portation or exportation of their commodities than is paid by the ſubjeQs of other nations. — 
Nevertheleſs, to prevent, on both ſides, the defrauding of the cuſtoms, if it ſhould be diſco- 
vered that commodities have been entered clandeſtinely, and without paying the cuſtoms, 
they ſhall be confiſcated; but, beſides * no other puniſhment ſhall be inflicted upon the 
merchants on either ſide. 

NK. Permiſſion ſhall be granted to the ſubjects of the two contracting parties to go, come, 
and trade freely with thoſe ſtates, with which one or other of the parties ſhall at that time, or 
at any future period, be engaged in war, provided they do not carry military ſtores to 
the enemy. From this permiſſion, however, are excepted places actually blocked up, or be- 
ſieged, as well by ſea as by land; but, at all other times, and with the fingle exception of mi- 
litary ſtores, the above-ſaid ſubjects may tranſport to theſe places all ſorts of commodities, as 
well as paſſengers, without the leaſt impediment, With regard to the ſearching of merchant 
ſhips, men of war and privateers ſhall behave as favourably as the reaſon of the war, at that 
time exiſting, can poſſibly permit towards the moſt friendly powers that ſhall remain. neuter ; 
obſerving, as far as may be, the principles and maxims of the law of nations, that are * 
acknowledged. N 

Kl. All cannon, mortars, muſkets, piſtols, bombs, grenades, bullets, balls, faloes, flint- 
ſtones, matches, powder, ſaltpetre, ſulphur, breaſt- plates, pikes, ſwords, belts, cartouch-bags, 
ſaddles and bridles, beyond the quantity that may be neceſſary for the uſe of the ſhip, or be- 
yond what every man ſerving on board the ſhip, and every paſſenger ought to have, ſhall be 
accounted ammunition or military ſtores; and, if found, ſhall be confiſcated, according to 
law, as contraband goods, or prohibited commodities ; but neither the ſhips nor paſſengers, 
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7758 nor the other commodities found at the fame time, ſhall be detained or hindered to profecnte 


their voyage. 

- 46 XI If, which God forbid! the pence ſhould come to be beche dehseen the two high 
contracting parties, the perſons, ſhips, and commodities, ſhall not be detained or confiſcated; 
but they ſhall be allowed, at leaſt, the ſpace of one year, to fell, diſpoſe, or carry off their ef. 
Fes, and to retire wherever they pleaſe ; a ſtipulation that is to be equally . underſtood of all 
thoſe who ſhall be in the ſea or land ſervice: and they ſhall farther be permitted, either at or 
before their departure, to conſign the effects which they ſhall not as yet have diſpoſed of, as 
well as the debts that ſhall be due to them, to ſach perſons as they ſhall think proper, in order 


to diſpoſe of them according to their defire, and for their benefit; which debts, the debtors 


ſhall be obliged to pay in the fame manner as if no ſuch rupture had happened. 

« XIII. In cafe of a ſhipwreck happening in any place belonging to one or other of the 
high contracting parties, not only ſhall all Kind of affiſtance be given to the unhappy ſufferers, 
and no ſort of violence ſhall be offered to them, but even the effects which they ſhall have 
ſaved themſelves, or which they ſhall have thrown overboard into the ſea, ſhall not. be con- 
cealed, withheld, or damaged, under any pretext whatſoever; on the contrary, the above-ſaid 
effects and commodities ſhall be preſerved and reſtored to them, upon their giving a moderate 
recompence to thoſe who ſhall have aſſiſted them in ſaving their lives, their ſhips, and their 
commodities. 


„XIV. Permiſſion ſhall be granted to Britiſh merchants to build, buy, ſell, and hire houſes | 


in all the territories and towns of Ruſha; excepting, however, with regard to the permiſſion of 
building and buying houſes in thoſe towns of Ruſſia which have particular rights of burgher- 
ſhip, and privileges inconſiſtent with ſuch indulgence ; and it is expreſsly ſpecified, that at 
St. Peterſburgh, Moſcow, and Archangel, the houſes which the Britiſh merchants ſhall buy, 
or cauſe to be built, ſhall be exempt from all quartering of ſoldiers, as long as they ſhall belong 
to them, and ſhall be inhabited by them ; but with regard to the houſes which they ſhall hire 
or let, theſe ſhall be ſubject to all the uſual charges of the town; the tenant and landlord ſet- 
tling that matter between them. As to every other town of Ruſſia, the houſes which they 
ſhall purchaſe or cauſe to be built, in the ſame manner as thoſe which they ſhall hire or let, 
ſhall not be exempted from the quartering of ſoldiers. Permiſſion ſhall likewiſe be granted 
the Ruſſian merchants to build, buy, ſell, and let houſes in Great Britain and Ireland, in the 


ſame manner as is done by the ſubjects of the moſt favoured nations. They ſhall enjoy the 


free exerciſe of the Greek religion in their houſes, or in ſuch places as are deſtined for that 
purpoſe ; and in like manner the Britiſh merchants ſhall enjoy the free exerciſe of the Proteſ- 
tant religion. The ſubjeQs of either power, eſtabliſhed in Ruſſia or in Great Britain, ſhall 


have power to diſpoſe of their eſtates, and to leave them by will to whomſoever they think 


proper, following the cuſtoms and laws of their own proper country. 

« XV, Paſſports ſhall be granted to all Britiſh ſubjets who defire to quit the dominions of 
Ruſſia, two months after they ſhall have ſignified their defign of departing, without obliging 
them to give ſecurity ; and it, in that time there appear no juſt cauſe for detaining them, they 
ſhall be allowed to go; nor ſhall they be obliged to apply, for that purpoſe, to any other quar- 
ter than to the college of commerce, or to that which may hereafter be eſtabliſhed in its place. 
The ſame eaſy methods of departing ſhall, upon like occaſions, and agreeable to the cuſtom of 
the country, be granted to Ruſhan merchants, who want to quit the dominions of Great 
Britains. 


bs XVI. Britiſh 
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5 „ XVI. Britiſh merchants, who ſhall hire or employ domeſtics; ſhall, in this particular, be 
obliged to conform themſelves to the laws of this empire. And Ruſſian * ſhall be- 
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equally obliged to do tho ſame in Great Britain. 
« XVII. In all law-ſuits, and other proceedings, the Britiſh HOUR ſhall be 1 


only to the college of commerce, or to that which thall hereafter be eſtabliſhed for the admini- 


ſtration of juſtice between merchants. But, if it ſhould. happen that the Britiſh merchants- 
ſhould have law-ſuits in any place at a diſtance from the above-mentioned college of com- 
merce, both they and the adverſe party ſhall prefer their complaints to the magiſtrate of the 
ſaid towns; with this proviſo, however, that the Britiſh merchants ſhall have the right to ap- 
peal from the ſentence of the magiſtrate, and to demand that of the college of commerce, if 
they find themſelves aggrieved. The Ruſſian merchants in the dominions of Great Britain, 
ſhall, in their turn, have the ſame protection and juſtice, which, according to the laws of that 
kingdom, are granted to other foreign merchants, and ſhall be treated as the ſubjects of the 
moſt favoured nation. 

c XVIII. The Britiſh merchants in Ruſſia, and the Ruſſian merchants in Great Britain, 
ſhall not be obliged to ſhew their books or papers to any perſon whatever, unleſs it be to make 
proof in the court of juſtice; ſtill leſs ſhall the. ſaid books or papers be taken or detained 
from them. If, however, the caſe ſhould happen, that any Britiſh merchant becomes bank- 
rupt, he ſhall be amenable at St. Peterſburgh to the college of commerce, or to that which ſhall 
hereafter be eſtabliſhed for the adminiſtration of juſtice in mercantile affairs; and in other 
remote towns, to the magiſtrate of the place; and he ſhall be proceeded againſt according to 
the laws that are or ſhall be made for this purpoſe. Nevertheleſs, if the Britiſh merchants, 
without becoming bankrupt, refuſe to pay their debts, whether to the treaſury of her Imperial 
Majeſty, or to individuals, it ſhall be lawful to lay an arreſt upon part of their effects equiva- 
lent to their debts ; and, in caſe theſe effects ſhould not be ſufficient for diſcharging ſuch debts, 
they may themſelves be arreſted and detained in cuſtody, until ſuch time as the greater part of 
their creditors, as well with reſpe& to number, as to the value of their reſpective demands, 
have conſented to their enlargement. With regard to their effects laid under arreſt, they ſhall 
remain as a depofit in the hands of thoſe who ſhall be named and duly authoriſed for that pur- 
pole, by the greater part of their creditors, as is above ſpecified ; which delegates ſhall be ob- 
liged to appraiſe the effects as ſoon as poſſible, and to make a juſt and fair diſtribution of them 
to all the creditors, in proportion to their reſpective demands. The ſame procedure ſhall, in 
like caſes, be obſerved towards the Ruſſian merchants in the dominions of Great Britain, and 
they ſhall be there protected agreeably to the regulations made in the preceding article. 

* XIX, In caſe of complaints and law-ſuits, three perſons of fair and unblemiſhed charac- 
ter among the foreign merchants, ſhall, with a proper regard to-circumſtances, be named by 
the college of commerce ; and where there is no ſuch college, by the magiſtrate, to examine 
the books and papers of the parties; and the report they ſhall make to the college of com- 
merce, or to the magiſtrate, of what they ſhall find in the ſaid books or papore, ſhall be held  W 
good proof, 

** XX. The commiſſioners of the cuſtoms ſhall have the charge of examining the ſervants 
or clerks of the Ruſſian merchants, when they cauſe their goods to be entered, whether they 
have, for that effect, the orders or full powers of the maſters; and if they have not ſuch, they 
ſhall not be credited. The ſame conduct ſhall be obſerved towards the ſervants of the Britiſh 
merchants; and, when the ſaid ſervants, having the orders or full powers of their maſters, 
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20 Thall:cauſe their goods to be entered on account of their maſters, theſe laſt ſhall be as Wipe 


ſible as if they themſelves had cauſed them to be entered. All the Ruſſian ſervants employed 
in the ſhops ſhall likewiſe be regiſtered, and their maſters ſhall anſwer for them in the affairs of 
trade, and in the bargains which they make in their name. 

© XXI. In caſe the Ruſſian merchants who are indebted to the Britiſh merchants with- 
draw from the places of their abode to other parts or diſtricts, the college of commerce, after 
complaints ſhall have been made to them on the ſubject, and proofs of the debts have been 
adduced, ſhall cite them three times, allowing them a ſufficient ſpace to appear in perſon; and 
if they do not appear within the term preſcribed, the faid college ſhall condemn them, and ſhall 
ſend, at the expence of the plaintiff, an expreſs to the governors and waywodes, with orders to 
put the ſentence in execution, and thus ſhall oblige the debtors to pay the ſums ſpecified. 

«© XXII. The'brokerage ſhall be ſettled with juſtice, and the brokers ſhall be reſponſible 
for the qualities-of the goods and fraudulent package; and ſhall be obliged, after ſufficient 
proofs produced againſt them, to make up the loſſes to which they have given occaſion, | 

% XX1III. A regulation ſhall be made to prevent the abuſes that may be committed in the 
package of leather, hemp, and flax ; and, if any diſpute happen between the buyer and the 
ſeller concerning the weight or the tare, the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms {hall determine it 
according to equity. 

«© XXIV. In order the more effectually to encourage and —— the trade of Great Bri- 
tain, it is agreed, that, for the future, the Engliſh woollen cloths hereafter ſpecified, ſhall not 
pay any greater duties on entry than are ſettled in this article: viz, Engliſh cloth for the uſe 
of the ſoldiery, ſhall pay, in rixdollars, only two copecs, or pennies, for every arſheen, or 71+ 
yards, as a duty on entry; coarſe cloth of the county of York, known in the Ruſſian tariff by 
the name of Coſtrogy, ſhall only pay two copecs for every arſheen: broad flannel ſhall only 
pay one copec per arſheen; narrow flannel ſhall only pay three-fourths of a copec per arſheen, 
all as duty on entry. And in every thing that regards the impoſts and duties payable on the im- 
portation or exportation of commodities in general, the ſubjeQs of Great Britain ſhall always 
be conſidered and treated as the moſt favoured nation. 

XXV. The peace, friendſhip, and good underſtanding ſhall continue for ever between 
the high contracting parties ; and, as it 1s cuſtomary to fix a certain term to the duration of 
treaties of commerce, the above-mentioned high contracting parties have agreed, that this 
treaty ſhall continue for twenty years, counting from the day of ſigning ; and after the expira- 
tion of that term, they may agree upon the means to renew and prolong it. 

«© XXVI. The preſent treaty of navigation and commerce ſhall be approved and ratified by 
his Britannic Majeſty and by her Imperial Majeſty ; and the ratifications, in due and lawful 
form, ſhall be exchanged at St. Peterſburgh, in the ſpace of three months, or ſooner, if poſ- 
ſible, counting from the day of ſigning, 

. „In witneſ; whereof, we, the under: ſigned, in virtue of the full powers granted to us by 
his Majeſty the K ing of Great Britain, and by her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, 


have ſigned the preſent treaty, and thereto ſet our ſeals. Done at St. Peterſburgh, 
this 20th day of June, 1766. 


« George Macartney, (L. S.) Nikita Panin, (L. 8.) 
(L. S.) Erneſt, Count Munich. 
(L. S.) Pr. A. Galitzin. 
(L. S.) Gr. Teploff.“ 
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1766 At this denied, addreſſes from the cities of London, Briſtol, and Norwich, as well as other 
conſiderable corporations, &c. were preſented to his Majeſty on the Wk price of corn; in con- 
ſequence of which, three royal proclamations were iſſued as follow : :- 

The firſt, dated September 10, for putting the laws in execution againſt foreſtalling, re- 
grating, and engroſſing, &c. 

The ſecond, dated September 26, for laying an ankles on all hips laden, or to be laden 
in the ports of Great Britain, with wheat or wheat flour, to be exported to foreign parts, and 
to continue the ſame to the 14th of November following. 

The third, of the ſame date, for prohibiting the diſtillation of Finite from any wheat, 
wheat meal, wheat flour, &c. to the 14th of November. 

The city of Norwich, in the inſtructions it tranſmitted to its repreſentatives in Parliament, 
on the dearneſs and ſcarcity of proviſions of all ſorts at this time, ſtated, ** that unleſs ſome 
« method could be diſcovered to reſtrain this growing evil, it would prove fatal to the woollen 
«© manufacture, which,” theſe inſtructions add, had not been preſerved without the greateſt 
& difficulty.“ 

On the meeting of Parliament in November, the two Houſes addreſſed the Throne on the 
occaſion; in conſequence of which, his Majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue another proclamation for 
continuing the embargo already laid on the exportation of corn, &c. for which acts of in- 
demnity alſo paſſed to ſuch perſons as carried the above orders of council into execution. 

The following is a correct account of the number of ſhips, which were entered inwards and 
cleared outwards during this year, from the ports of Liverpool and Briftol, including only 
one arrival for the ſame veſſel: | 


LIVERPOOL. BRISTOor. 
Inward. Outward. | Inward, Outward. 
Britiſh, 738 795 Britiſh, 384 319 
Foreign, 65 70 Foreign, 47 | 44 
803 865 431 303 


The following bills, among ſeveral others, received the royal aflent in the courſe of 
this year. | 

To prohibit, for a limited time, the exportation of corn, &c. 

For allowing the free importation of oats. 

To continue an a& for allowing the free importation of Iriſh proviſions, for a further limit- 
cd time. | 

To make a navigable cut or canal from Little Gevendraeth river in the county of Caer- 
marthen. 

For repealing the American ſtamp act. 

For ſecuring the dependency of the colonies to the Britiſh crown. 

For regulating the duties on the importation of Ruſſia linen. 

For regulating pilots in the port of Liverpool. 

For repealing certain rates and duties on cyder and perry, and for granting other duties in 
lieu thereof. 

For the improvement of tillage. 


To explain an act for the improvement of tillage ſo far as relates to the city of London. 
Vo L. III. / N To 


= 
1 


98 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION. 
A. D. 


£700 To encourage the leather beben, &c. | : 

For improving and preſerving the navigation of the river Stort 3 in the counties of Hertford 
and Eſſex. 8 

For redeeming certain conſolidated annuities ; with reſpect to navy, victualling and tran. 
port bills. ; 

To make a navigable cut or canal from or near Wilden Ferry: in Staffordſhire, to commy- 
nicate with the river Merſey, in Lancaſhire. 

To make the river Soar navigable from the river Trent, to or near bee in the 
county of Leiceſter. 

To make a navigable cut from the river Severn, between Titton bridge, in the county of 
Worceſter, to communicate with a canal intended to be made between the Trent and Merſey, 

For better regulating apprentices and journeymen. 

To regulate the loading of ſhips with coals in the ports of Sunderland and Newcaſtle, 

To prohibit the importation of foreign wrought filks and velvets for a limited time, and to 
prevent unlawful combinations of workmen employed in the filk manufacture. 

To prohibit the importation of foreign mitts and gloves. 
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To prevent the fraudulent marking of frame work, knitted ſtockings and pieces. 8 
For extending the duties on houſes, windows, &c. 8 
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For eſtabliſhing four free ports in the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands. 
For repealing certain duties on goods in the colonies, and alſo on Eaſt India goods exported 
| from Great Britain, and for granting other duties in lieu thereof. 
ws For laying additional duties on ſpirits. | 
my | For amending an act relating to wines imported, and for ſecuring the ſtamp duties for 
copies of court rolls, &c. 
For laying an additional duty on the importation of filks, crapes, and en. and for al- 
lowing the exportation of gums to Ireland. 
For making the Chelmer navigable from Malden to Chelmsford. 
For allowing the exportation of ſalt from Europe to Quebec. 
For amending the act for regulating buildings and preventing fires. 
For explaining the act to prevent frauds in the admeaſurement of coals, 
To continue an act for the importation of ſalted beef, pork, bacon, and butter from 
Ireland, &c. 
To amend an act for regulating certain duties in the Britiſh colonies and plantations, and 
alſo the duties upon certain Eaſt India goods exported from Great Britain, and for granting 
other duties inſtead thereof, and for further encouraging, regulating, and ſecuring. ſeveral 
branches of the trade of this kingdom and the Britiſh dominions in America, as relates to the 
exportation of non-enumerated goods from the Britiſh colonies in America. 
For allowing the importation of wheat and wheat flour from the American colonies, for a 
limited time, free of duty: and another for oats and oatmeal, rye and ryemeal. 
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The ſupplies granted by Parliament for this year, were as follows : 4. 
For 16, ooo ſeamen, including 4, 287 marines, — $32,000 o 0 
For 17,306 land forces, and for defraying the charge of his Majeſty's 

guards, garrifons, &c. — — — 605,008 12 9 
For the general and general ſtaff officers, _ — 11,291 8 62 


Carried oyer, 1,448, 900 1 3; 
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1766 | 

Brought over, 
For the maintenance of forces and garriſons in the Plantations, Africa, 


Gibraltar and Minorca, &c, | — — aha 

For the ſame ſervice, out of the monies TP of the n made 
in the preceding ſeſſion, — 

For the difference of pay between the Britiſh hd Leaf eſtabliſhments 
to certain troops, &c. — — weak 

For penſions to the widows of reduced land and marine officers, 

On account of reduced land and marine officers, — 

For defraying the charge of full pay to officers reduced with the tenth 
company of ſeveral batallions, &c. — — 

For the out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, —— 

To the office of ordnance for land ſervice, — * 

For ſervices performed by the office of ordnance for land ſervice, not 
provided for by Parliament in 1765, — — 

To the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, — 3 

For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to ſea and marine 
officers, — — aus =o WH: 


To the building and repair of ſhips, docks, wharfs, &c. 

For the extraordinary expence of land forces, &c. incurred to the 
24th of January, 1766, not provided for-by Parliament, — 

Out of the ſavings ariſing from the pay of the land forces in the hands 
of the Paymaſter General, towards defraying extraordinary expences of 


the land forces, &c. not provided for by Parliament, — 

For paying off certain Exchequer bills, &c. — 

Ditto, — — — — 

To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame, to 
make good the deficiency of certain rates and duties, &c. — 


To replace to ditto the like ſum iſſued thereout for paying certain an- 
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nuities, which were granted in reſpe& of navy, victualling and tranſport 


bills, &c. by an act of the third of George III. — 
To replace to ditto, the like ſum iſſued thereout for paying the charges 
of management of the ſaid annuities, &c. — — 


To replace to ditto, the like ſum paid out of the ſame, to make good 
the deficiency of certain duties on wines, cyder and perry, which were 
appropriated by the third of George III. to pay certain annuities, 


99 
4 . 
1, 448, 900 * 32 
392,183 6 Sr 
7.993 11 4 
1,014 © © 
133,074 0 o 
5.718 6 8 
109,875 16 8 
180,445 19 3 
35,061-6 2 
2,000 © © 
412,983 6 3 
277,300 0 © 
404,310 16 64 
74777 14 0 
1,000,000 © © 
800,000 o o 
45.561 7 102 
139,342 2 4 
4,898 14 9x 
29,211 12 6 
4.806 3 5 
8,008 12 7 
3,986 © o 
575250 © © 
$:300 0 0 
1,784 4 o 


— 


For the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — — 

For ſundry expences for Nova Scotia in ſeveral preceding years, not 
provided for by Parliament, — — VS 

For the civil eſtabliſhment of Georgia, and incidental expences, 

Ditto of Eaſt Florida, _ — — 

Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — 

For general ſurveys in North America, — — 

N 2 Carried over, 


4093, 468 14 
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1.766 | 4. 
a | N Brought over, 4, 093.468 14 8 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of Senegambia, — — 5.550 © © 
To replace to the finking fund the like ſum iflued thereout, to dif- 5 205 
charge certain annuities, &c. — — _ 8,708 17 71 
For the pay, &c. of the militia, — — 150,000 © © 
For the Britiſh forts and ſettlements, &c. in Africa, — 13,00 © © 
For unſatisfied claims on account of the late war in Germany, 100,043 13 1+ 
To the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel in extinction of all demands, 50,000 © © 
To the Foundling Hoſpital, — — — 32,725 0 © 
Monies remaining uniſſued of thoſe granted i in the laſt ſeſſion, for the 
uſe of the ſaid hoſpital, _ _ — 1,167 10 © 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 1,200,000 © o 
For the redemption of one third part of the capital ſtock of certain an- 
nuities, granted in reſpect of navy, victualling and tranſport bills, &c, 870,888 5 f 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of 1765, 292,828 © 47 
Total of ſupplies granted this ſeſſion, — — 8,273,280 2 64 
Ways and means for this year, viz. 
Malt duty, _ _ —— — 750,000 © © 
Land tax, — — — — 2,037, 824 15 11 
By Exchequer bills, — — — 1,800,000 o o 
By annuities and lottery, — — — 1,500,000 © © 
The exceſs of grants for the payment, &c. of the militia in 1765, 80, o o 
From the monies agreed to be paid by the King of France, for the 
maintenance of priſoners, _ — _ 181,000 © © 
From the monies, remaining in the receipt of the Exchequer for the 
diſpoſition of Parliament, as were reſerved by the fourth of his Majeſty 
for defraying certain expences relative to the ſecuring the Britiſh colonies, 60,000 o o 
From the ſinking fund, — — m — _ 2,150,000 © o 
Total ways and means, _ — —— 8,558,824 15 11 
Exceſs of the proviſions, — — — 285,543 16 27 
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We now proceed to a correct account of the extraordinary duties impoſed by Parliament for 


the national ſervice of this year. 


February 21.— Proviſion was made, to remove all doubts concerning the aſcertaining « of the 


duties payable upon the importation of linen cloth of the manufacture of Ruſſia, in purſuance 
of the act of laſt ſeſſion, and for ſupplying an omiſſion in that act, by declaring that all un- 
rated linen cloth and diaper of Ruſſia, being in breadth more than 225 and not 311 inches, 
were by the ſaid act intended to be rated at 41. for every 120 Engliſh ells thereof. 


March 10.— The duties granted upon cyder and perry by the act of the third of George III. 
were voted to ceaſe and be no longer paid, from and after June 5; and an additional duty of 


6s, per 


* 
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1766 6s. per hogſhead was laid upon all cyder and perry, which ſhould be made within this king- 
dom, and ſold by retail, to be paid by the retailer thereof. An addition duty of zl. was alſo 
laid upon all cyder and perry, which ſhould be imported into 'this kingdom. A duty of 
16s, 8d. per hogſhead, was alſo laid upon all cyder and perry which ſhould be paid within this 
kingdom, and ſent or conſigned to, and received by, any factor or agent, to be ſold or diſpoſed 

of; the ſaid duty to be paid by ſuch factor or agent: and a duty of fix ſhillings per hogſ- 

head upon all cyder and perry made for ſale within this kingdom, by dealers in, or 
retailers of cyder or perry, from fruit of their own growth, to be paid by ſuch dealers and 
retailers. h 15 | 

April 21.— The ſeveral rates and duties payable upon houſes in Great Britain, were voted to 
ceaſe and determine from and after October 10, 1766; and from the ſaid October 10, there“ 
ſhould be paid upon every dwelling houſe, inhabited, within that part of Great Britain called 
England, the yearly ſum of 38.: and upon every inhabited dwelling houſe in Scotland, the 
yearly ſum of 18. TR 

The ſeveral rates and duties, payable for windows or lights in Great Britain, alſo ceaſed 
and determined from October 10, 1766, and the following rates and duties were granted in 
lieu thereof, viz. for every window or light, in every dwelling- houſe inhabited within the 
kingdom of Great Britain, which ſhall contain ſeven windows or lights, and no more, the 
vearly ſum of 2d. for each window or light in ſuch houſe: for every dwelling-houſe contain- 
ing eight windows, the yearly ſum of 6d. for each window; and an advance of 2d. upon each 
window from that number to thirteen, incluſive, the laſt number paying 18. 4d. for each: 
every houſe containing from thirteen to nineteen windows, incluſive, to pay 18. 6d. upon 
each window: and from nineteen to twenty-four, inclufive, an advance of 1d. upon each 
window, twenty-four paying 18. 11d. : and for every houſe containing twenty-five windows 
and upwards, 28. for every ſuch window. 

April 29.—Provifion was made, for declaring that the additional duties, granted by an act 
of the third year of his Majeſty's reign, upon wines imported, were, by the ſaid act, intended 
to be paid without any diſcount or deduction inwards, or drawback on re-exportation. 

May 5.—Liberty was granted to export coals from Great Britain to the iſlands of Guernſey, 
Jerſey and Alderney, annually, free of the duty laid upon all coals exported, by the act of laſt 
ſeſſion, viz. to Guernſey any quantity of coals not exceeding 100 chaldrons, Newcaſtle mea- 
ſure, from the port of Newcaſtle, and 150 ſuch chaldrons from Swanſea; to Jerſey 350 from 
Newcaſtle, and 150 from Swanſea; and to Alderney 110 from Newcaſtle, and I 
Swanſea, * x 2 
May 8,—Provifion was made for declaring, that the power granted by an act of the ſecond of 
George III. chap. 5. to remove ſpirits made for exportation to warehouſes for home con- 
ſumption, ſhould extend to ſuch ſpirits only as are made from corn, malt, or melaſſes. 

From Auguſt 1, 1756, there was voted to be paid to his Majeſty, upon every pound weight 
avoirdupois of Italian wrought filks, called crapes or tiffanies, imported, a duty of 17s. 6d. to 
be paid by the importer, above the duties now payable thereon ; and that the produce of the 

| ſaid duty be carried to the ſinking fund. | 

A quantity not exceeding thirty tons weight, in any one year, of gum Senega and Arabic, 
was allowed to be exported, free of duty, under proper regulations and reſtrictions, to Ireland, 
for the uſe of the manufacturers there, 


3 Authority 
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Authority was given, to permit, under proper regulations and reſtrictions, the importation 
into this kingdom, from the Ifle of Man, of ſuch bugles as were brought into the Fon ifle before 


March 1, 1765, on payment of one half of the old ſubſidy only. | 
May 10,—All the duties then payable on the importation of cotton wool into this kingdom, 
were ordered to ceaſe and determine; and a duty of gs. per piece was laid upon all foreign cam. 
brics and French lawns, which ſhould be exported from this kingdom to the Britiſh colonies 


in America. 


The duties impoſed by an act made in the laſt ſeſhon, upon the exportation from this king- 
dom of wrought filks, Bengals and ſtuffs, mixed with filk or herba, of the manufacture of 
Perſia, China, or Eaſt India, and callicoes, printed, dyed, painted, or ſtained there, alſo 
ceaſed and determined: and there was granted to his Majeſty, on all ſuch wrought filks, Ben- 
gals, and ſtuffs, mixed with ſilk, &c. of the manufacture of Perſia, China, or Eaſt India, and 
callicoes, printed, dyed, painted, or ſtained there, as ſhould have been publicly ſold in this 
kingdom on or before a certain day, to be limited, a ſubſidy of poundage after the rate of 1s, 
for every 20s. of the value of ſuch goods, according to the groſs price at which the ſame were 
originally ſold at the public ſales thereof; ſuch ſubſidy to be paid by the proprietors of the 
ſaid goods: there was alſo granted to his Majeſty, a like ſubſidy upon all ſuch wrought filks, 
Bengals, ſiuffs, and callicoes, as ſhould be publicly ſold on or after ſuch day to be limited, 
the ſaid ſubſidy to be paid by the Eaſt India Company, for ſuch of the ſaid goods as ſhould be 


ſold at their public ſales, and by the buyers of the ſaid goods, at any other public ſale. 


All ſogars which ſhould be imported into this kingdom, from any Britiſh colony in Ame- 
rica, were made ſubject to the like duties as were then payable upon the importation of French 
ſugars. | 
May 14,—Every gallon of fingle brandy ſpirits or aqua vitæ, imported into Great Britain 


from beyond the ſeas, not being the produce of the Britiſh colonies or plantations, was charged 


with an additional duty of 6d, before landing, to be paid by the importer: and every gallon of 
brandy ſpirits, or aqua vitæ, above proof, called double brandy, imported into Great Britain 
from beyond the ſeas, not being the produce of the ſaid colonies, was charged an additional 
duty of 1s, to be paid by the importer before landing. 


For encouraging the exportation of hempen cordage manufactured in Great Britain, from 


hemp imported from foreign parts, and alſo from hemp of the growth of Great Britain, there 


was allowed a bounty of 28. 44d. for every hundred weight of ſuch cordage ſo exported ; the 
ſaid bounty to be paid upon the exportation, out of the net duties which had been, or ſhould 
be, paid upon the importation of all foreign hemp into this kingdom ; and the drawback of 
28. 107d, then payable on all foreign hemp exported from Great Britain to foreign parts, was 
ordered to ceaſe and determine. 

Such part of the duties laid, by a reſolution of this Houſe of the 1oth inſtant, upon ſugars 
imported into this kingdom from any Britiſh colony in America, as ſhould ariſe over and 
above the duties then payable upon ſugars ſo imported, were ordered to be * into the receipt 
of the Exchequer, and reſerved for the diſpoſition of Parliament. 

The duty of 38. laid by a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, upon every piece of cam- 
bric and French lawn exported from this Kingdom to the Britiſh colonies in America, was 


alſo ordered to be paid into the ſaid receipt, and relerved for the diſpoſition and appropriation - 


of Parliament, 


May 
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1766 May 16.— The following duties were voted :—11. 108. ſterling, for every negro which ſhould 
be exported in foreign veſſels from the iſland of Jamaica; 11, 108. ſterling, for every negro 
which ſhould be imported into the ifland of Dominica; 6d. ſterling for every barrel of beef 
and pork imported into the ſaid iſland ; '6d. ſterling for every firkin of butter imported into 
the ſaid iſland; 6d. ſterling for every hundred weight avoirdupois of ſugar imported into the 
ſaid iſland; 28. ſterling for every hundred weight avoirdupois of cocoa imported into the ſaid 
iſland ; 6d. ſterling for every hundred gallons of melaſſes imported into the faid iſland ; 6d. 
ſterling for ever hundred weight avoirdupois of coffee imported into the ſaid iſland : the faid 
duties were to be applied in defraying the expence of carrying into execution ſuch directions 
and regulations, as might be given and made by any act in that ſeſſion of Parliament, for 
opening and eſtabliſhing any ports in the ſaid iſland, for the more free importation and ex- 
portation of goods and  merchandize, and for maintaining, ſecuring, and improving, ſuch 
ports. No other duties were to be paid upon the importation of any foreign American goods, 
in any ſuch port in the iſland of Dominica. All goods of American produce, which ſhould 
be imported into this kingdom, from ſuch ports as might be ſo opened, in the faid iſland of 
Dominica, were to be deemed foreign, and made ſubject to the ſaid duties reſpectively, as 
were then payable upon the importation of the Jike goods, of the produce of the French plan- 
rations in America, except only certain quantities of ſugars, coffee, cocoa, pimento, and 
_ ginger, the amount of the importation whereof ſhould be limited, -under proper regulations 
and reſtrictions, in reſpe of the produce of the ſaid goods, within the faid iſland. The faid 
duties were appropriated to ſuch uſes, as the dutics upon ſuch. foreign goods were then ap- 
plicable. 

A general ſtatement of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ſtanding out Janu - 
ary 5, 1766, with the annual. intereſt, &c. 


1 


Principal Debt. Annual Intereſt, &c. 
BY EY "bs F Ry 
* Exchequer, * — 2,019,981 12 94 152,954 4 8 
Eaſt India Company, — 4,200,000 o © 127,087 10 0 
Bank of England, — 100,708,609 17 95 3,252,302 2 42 
By remaining annuities of one life each, ; 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761; as alſo on the annuities of 1 per cent. 
for 98 years to the ſubſcribers to the loan of 
12,000,000. granted for the ſervice of the year 
1762, together with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, — — — 336,115 10 3 
South Sea Company, _ 27, 12, 309 13 114 829,507 8 15 
Total, 130,713,901 4 6s 4,098,656 15 5 


EF 


* The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 1, ooo, oool. 


charged on the deduction of 6d. per pound on penſions, nor the t, ooo, oool. borrowed in 1764, charged on the 
ſupplies in 1766, nor the $00,0001, borrowed in 1765, and charged on the ſaid ſupplics, 
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2766 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRISTMAS 1765, to CHRISTMAS 1766. 

Countries. Imports. Dorn. 

Africa, — — L. 52,217 3 11 . 496,789 12 © 

Canaries, — — 10,378 12 6 474472 13 10 

Denmark and Norway, — 93,4720 1 157,004 © 10 

Eaſt Country, — — 152,884 16 7 171,869 18 o 

Eaſt India, . 1292 1,975,991 7 9 733,901 17 10 

Flanders, | — _ 126,211 8 6 433,553 12 7 

France, — — 81,470 13 9g 5 6 0 

Germany, — — 633,072 17 11 1,011,208 2 3 

Greenland. — 9,025 5 4 | 38 0.9 

Holland, — — 374,887 © 1 1,602,924 6 7 

Ireland, — — 1,154,982 4 7 1223 19 6 

Italy, — — — 812,179 4 © 839,03 7 7 

Madeiras — — 6,988 17 8 36,260 10 3 

Portugal, — — 347,806 2 2 667, 104 7 8 

Ruflia, — — — 684,585 16 5 109,900 16 10 

Spain, — — 658,002 12 7 1,078,731 10 1 

Streights, — — 14,103 13 10 . £9,678 19 1 

Sweden, — _ 195,449 5 9 47.393 18 1 

Turkey, — — 106,522 7 9 100,7 4 1 

Venice, — — 63,105 7 9 42,043 10 © 

Alderney, —— — — BY OY 1,984 o 3 

Guernſey, — — 22,034 2 40,059 3 11 

-Jerſey, — — 12, 24m 19 23,521 5 4 

Antigua, —— — 396,405 12 > 142,326 16 7 

Anguilla, — — 3,225 19 11 — — 

Barbadoes, — — 296,732 16 7 194,042 7 1 

Bermudas, — —.— 3475 7 1 11,299 6 3 

Canada, — — 40,982 12 3 366,573 4 11 

Carolina, — —_— 35 290,732 1 4 

Dominica, _ — 111,649 5 9 20,792 6 © 

Florida, — — 2,113 7 7 38,718 14 10 

Georgia, — — 53,074 16 7 607,208 5 5 

Granades, — — 264,194 5 7 89,431 1 9 

Havannah, — — 1,511 3 3 — — 

Hudſon's Bay, — — 10, 199 17 6 45631 6 3 

amaica, — — 1,201,801 16 4 415844 17 @- * 

artinico, — — — 8 — — — — 

Montſerrat, — — — 71,762 1 4 26,826 1 10 

Nevis, — — 74,200 16 © 18,989 8 0 

New England, — — 141,773 4 11 409,642 7 6 
Newfoundland, — — 45,207 15 © 55779 10 9 

| New Providence, — — 44585 9 15,085 13 9g 
„ New Vork, — _ 67,020 11 8 330,829 15 8 
1 Nova Scotia, — — 1,433 9 4 14,181 6 5 
444.808 Pennſylvania, — — 26,851 3 1 ii £-3: 
St. Croix, — m — — 11,807 3 7 „ 

St. John's Ifland, — — — — 560 19 2 

ail St. Chriſtopher's, — 304,778 9 2 91,736 17 6 

| i ſi St. Lucia, — — 8 * — — 
bl St. Vincent, — — 31638 17 ii © 6 
„ St. Euſtatia, — — WS 13S — — 
Wil | Tobago, e ß — 3 
1 1þ Tortola, — 48,280 8 18,218 0 7 
i Virginia and Maryland, — 461,693 9 4 372,548 16 1 
5. Weſt Indies in general, — — — — — 1,073 11 © 

14 Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — 11,601 2 6 rr 


14,024,964 2 8 


Totals, 11,475,775 "FE. . 


Exports exceed the Imports, 2,549,188 17 © 


Extract 
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566 Extraft from the general bill of all the chriſtenings and burials within the city of London, 
from December 10, 1765, to December 11, 1766. 


Chriſtened, Males, 8,343 Buried, Males, | 17,714 
Females, 7914 Females, 12,197 
16,259 _ 23,911 


Amſterdam, — births, 4,547 ; deaths, 7, 271; marriages, 2,936. 
Paris, — births, 18,73; deaths, 19,694 ; foundlings, 5,604. 
Venice, —births, 4,984 ; deaths, 5, 171; foundlings, 204. 
Copenhagen,—births, 2,643; deaths, 1,939; marriages, 870. 
Hamburg,—births, 2,893 ; deaths, 3, 400; marriages, 1,079. 
Koningſberg,—births, 2,231 ; deaths, 2,072 ; marriages, 708. 
Liverpool, —chriſtened, 1,017 ; buried, 1,025 ; marriages, 503. 
Mancheſter, —chriſtened, 887 ; buried, 1,019; marriages, 368. 
Cheſter, —chriſtened, 367; buried, 350; marriages, 153. 

Ifles of Zealand, Bornholm, and Ferro,—births, 7, 256; deaths, 6, 363; marriages, 1,853. 

Denmark, Norway, and the Daniſh dominions in Germany, birtlis, 62, 480; deaths, 55,683. 

Bailiwick of Aggerhuys, in Norway, — births, 10, 280; deaths, 9, 135. 

The whole kingdom of Pruſſia, —births, 31, 129; deaths, 22, 570; marriages, 2,936. 

At this period, the diſpute between Great Britain and its colonies appeared to have obtained 
an happy termination, — Their defires had been gratified in the moſt reaſonable manner, and 
the parent ſtate had teſtified, by its conduct, the ſincereſt intentions to remain on the moſt 
friendly terms with its American dependencies. . : 

But, in a very ſhort time, the predictions which had been made by many, that the conceſ- 
ſions of Great Britain to America, would eventually increaſe, inſtead of annihilating the tur- 
bulent diſpoſition which the Americans had diſcovered, began to find a juſtification in many 
inſtances of their conduct. I | 

During the late troubles, a ſpirit of faction had been conjured up in America, which was 
not 1n the leaſt mollified by the conceſſions of the Britiſh government; on the contrary, it 
{cemed to have enliſted under its banners a party of men who were determined to ſeize every 
opportunity to diminiſh the power and influence of the mother country, .and whoſe talents 
vere equal to their enmity ; while that enmity was the more dangerous, as it was cloathed in 
the ſpecious garb of reſpe& and attachment to Great Britain. | 
When the ſtamp act was repealed, the miniſtry who propoſed and adopted that meaſure, 
thought themſelves obliged to ſave, in ſome degree, the national honour, to paſs a bill, decla- 
ratory of the ſupreme ſovereignty of Great Britain over all her colonies, and of her right to 
bind them, by her laws, in all caſes whatever. 

By the ſame declaration, they annulled all the reſolves and proceedings of the provincial 
aſſemblies, that tended to claim any authority in their reſpective diſtricts independent of that 
of Great Britain, eſpecially the ſole and excluſive privilege of impoſing taxes and levying 
money. 

This declaratory at, which was conſidered at home as neceſſary to maintain the dignity of 
the Britiſh government in the midſt of ſo much conceſſion, was regarded by the Americans as 


a reſervation of claims which were to be enforced whenever a favourable opportunity occurred. 
Vor. IV. O This 
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1767 This idea, therefore, which was propagated with no common zeal in the colonies, prevented 
ſo large a portion of their late ill- humour from dying away, that the afſembly of New York, 
in direct oppoſition to an act of the Britiſh Parliament, for providing the troops cantoned 

throughout the colonies, with ſuch neceſſaries in their quarters as were indiſpenſable for their | 
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comfortable ſubſiſtence, paſſed an act, by which theſe proviſions were regulated and ſettled in 


a mode of their own, without manifeſting the leaſt regard to that preſcribed by Great Britain. 
When this extraordinary and unexpected tranſaction was brought before the Houſe f 


Commons, much debate took place, and ſome ſevere meaſures were propoſed ; but the general 
opinion being more diſpoſed to acts of moderation, a bill was paſſed, by which the governor, 
council, and aſſembly of New York were prohibited from paſling or aſſenting to any act of 


aſſembly for any purpoſe whatever, till they had, in every reſpect, complied with all the terms 


of this act of the Britiſh Parliament. 
At Boſton, the ſame refractory ſpirit prevailed ; and notwithſtanding the juſtice of granting 


due compenſations to thoſe who had ſuffered from the licentiouſneſs of the populace, during 


the riots on account of the ſtamp act, the general aſſembly was not eaſily perſuaded to acquit 
itſelf of that duty. 


All theſe proofs of a diſobedient temper in the colonies, at length rouſed the ſpirit of the 


Britiſh government ; and an act of Parliament was paſſed, which impoſed duties on tea, page, 


painters colours, and glaſs imported into the Britiſh plantations in America, | 

This a& was received in the colonies with as much difapprobation as that which impoſed 
the ſtamp duties: the populace renewed its abuſive behaviour, and the ſuperior order of people 
determined to give it ſteady oppoſition. 

The inhabitants of Boſton ſet the example on this occaſion : and, at a public meeting of its 
frecholders, and other inhabitants, on the 28th of October, in this year, ſeveral reſolutions 
were voted, all of which were levelled at their commerce with Great Britain, From ſome of 
thefe votes, which were paſſed with an unfortunate unanimity, we ſhall give the following 
extracts.— 


That effectual methods ſhould be taken to prevent the unneceſſary i importation of Euro- 
pean commodities. 

That all prudent and legal meaſures ſhould be adopted to encourage and "ea home 
manufactures, and to leſſen the uſe of ſuperfluities, particularly the following articles; viz. 
loaf-ſugar, cordage, anchors, coaches, chaiſes, and carriages of all ſorts ; horſe furniture, men's 


and women's hats, ready-made apparel, houſehold furniture, gloves, ſhoes, ſoal-leather, ſheath» 


ing and deck nails, gold and filyer thread lace of all ſorts, gold and filver buttons, wrought 
plate of all ſorts, diamonds, ſtone and paſte ware, ſnuff, muſtard, clocks and watches, ſilver- 
ſmiths and jewellers ware, broad cloths that coſt above 10s. per yard, muffs, furs, and tippets, 
and all forts of millinery ware, ſtarch, women's and children's ſtays, fire-engines, china ware, 
filk and cotton velvets, pewterers hollow ware, linſeed oil, glue, lawns, cambrics, hiks of all 
kinds for garments, malt liquors, cheeſe, &c. &c. 

% That divers new manufactures be immediately eſtabliſhed in America; and, in particu- 
lar, for the making of glaſs and paper ; and that all prudent means be employed to encourage 
the conſumption of glaſs and paper made in America, &c. 

That no gloves be uſed at funerals but ſuch as are manufactured in America; and that 
no new garments be procured on ſuch occaſions but ſuch as ſhall be abſolutely neceſſary, &c.” 

The ſtate of American affairs engaged, as it had demanded, the attention of Parliament ; but 

the 
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907 the buſi neſs which more immediately occupied Ws gere r at this 1 e period, 


was that of the Eaſt India Company. [| | 

A parliamentary committee had been appointed, early in the ſeſſion, to examine into the 
ſtate of the Company; and it was ſome time after ordered, after much animated debate, that 
copies of the Company's charters, their treaties with, and grants from the country powers, 
together with their letters and correſpondence to and from their ſervants in India, the ſtate of 
their revenues in Bengal, Bahar, Orixa, and other places, ſhould all be laid before the Houſe 
of Commons: alſo an account of all expences incurred by government on the Company's 
account, whether in the nayal, military, or other departments. In the courſe of this rigorous 
enquiry, which was agitated with uncommon violence, an order was made for printing the 
Eaſt India papers; but, on a petition from the court of directors, it was agreed, that the private 
correſpondence between the Company and its ſervants ſhould not be committed to the preſs. 

Among other important matters, which, though not formally brought into debate, were 
rather fully diſcuſſed, was the right of the Company to its territorial acquiſition. But though 
this great ſubje& was frequently taken up, the Houſe of Commons appeared to poſſeſs no very 
forward inclination to determine on a queſtion pregnant with ſuch important conſequences, 
The miniſtry, though diſpoſed to aſſert the right, with a view to relieve the burthened ſtate of 
the finances, and a large party of the proprietors of India ſtock, who were equally inclined to 
deny it, poſſeſſed the ſame opinion with reſpeC to the prudence of a reaſonable compoſition 
between government and the Company. 

In the maen time, and ſo late in this parliamentary ſeſſion as the 6th of May, a general 
court of the Eaſt India proprietors was held, when the Midſummer dividend was declared to 
be 6% per cent.; and, about the ſame time, a ſcheme of propoſals for an accommodation was 
agreed to. Theſe were laid before the miniſtry, but the members of it were at this time ſo 
divided, that they declined taking any part in the negociation but in Parliament : a petition 
was therefore preſented to the Houſe of Commons by the Eaſt India Company, which con- 
tained two ſets of propoſals for a temporary agreement, which was to laſt during the period of 
three years. 

By the firſt of theſe propoſals, government was to grant the Company ſome advantages with 
reſpect to the inland duties on their teas, and a draw-back on the exportation of them to Ite- 
land and the colonies ; and ſome others reſpecting raw filk, calicoes, muſlins, the recruiting 
ſervice, and military ſtores. That, in return, after deducting 400, oool. per annum, in lieu of 
the Company's former commercial profits, the nett produce of all the remaining revenues and 
trade, after deducting all charges, were to be equally divided between government and the Com- 
pany ; provided that the Company's property in the new acquiſitions continued for three years. 

By the ſecond propoſal, the Company offered, upon the ſame terms, to pay the ſpecific ſum 
of 400,000. per annum for three years, by half-yearly payments; and to indemnify the public 
for any loſs the revenue might ſuſtain by granting the advantages which they acquired in the 
tea trade, if the advanced conſumption of it, taken at an average of five years, did not anſwer 
that end. 

Of theſe, the latter propoſal was accepted by the Houſe, with this ſole difference, that the 
agreement was limited to two, inſtead of three years and a bill was accordingly paſſed upon 
theſe terms. | 

A meſſage from the miniſtry had been read at the general court which declared the laſt in- 
creaſe of dividend, recommending to the Company to make no augmentation of it, till their 
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1767 affairs had undergone a further conſideration, This meſſage not producing the effect deßgnet 


by it, two bills were brought into the Houſe; one for regulating the qualifications of voterg 


in trading companies, and the other for regulating the making of dividends by the Eaſt India 


Company. By the laſt of theſe bills, the late act of the Company was reſcinded, and they 
were reſtrained from raiſing their dividends above 10 per cent. till the next meeting of Par. 
liament, 

The Company petitioned againſt this bill; and made a propoſal, if it was laid afide, that 
they would bind themſelves from any further increaſe of dividend during the temporary agree. 
ment; but the petition and the propoſal were equally ineffectual, and the bill was carried 
againſt a very violent, numerous, and able oppoſition through both houſes. 

It appears to us, that in a matter of ſuch importance as this miniſterial meaſure, we ſhould 
not fulfil our duty were we to be wholly inattentive to the principles on which this bill was 
founded, and the leading arguments that were advanced againſt it. 

To prevent the payment of an higher dividend than the circumſtances of the Company could 
afford, without endangering their credit to regulate the dividend in ſuch a manner, as to put 
an end to the fluctuation of that ſtock, which, if allowed to proceed, might not only introduce 
a pernicious ſpirit of gaming, but would alſo tend to depreſs the other ſtocks; and to prevent 
any encroachment that might be made, by any dividend of the Company, upon the revenue 
of its lately acquired territory, ſo that the claim of the public might ſuffer no loſs, till that 
affair was finally decided, were the principal grounds on which the authors and promoters of 
this bill reſted their ſupport of it. 

The leading arguments in oppoſition to it were :—That by the ſtate of the Company's 
affairs laid before Parliament, it was evident that they were in a condition to make a much 
greater increaſe of dividend, without affecting their credit; and that if they were allowed to be 
in circumſtances to pay government 400,0001, per annum, there could be no doubt of their 
being well able to divide 80,0001. among themſelves. —That the ſhort period to which the re. 
ſtriction of the dividend was confined, would tend to encourage, inſtead of checking the infa- 
mous practices of the Alley; and that the propoſal made by the Company, of ſubmitting to a 
reſtriction of the dividend of 125 per cent. during the temporary agreement, would have ob- 
viated all the miſchiefs, and ſecured every good end which might be purpoſed, but could not 
be attained by the bill in queſtion, without being liable to the objection of violence or injuſ- 
tice. That if a ſuppoſition that the right to the territorial acquiſitions in the Eaſt Indies 
was not veſted in the Company, ſhould be admitted as one of the grounds of this bill, a prece- 
dent would be eſtabliſhed very dangerous indeed to the property of the ſubject; and that if a 
legiſlative interpoſition was permitted to controul the dividend of a trading company, to whom 
no blame was imputable, and who had lent their money to the public upon the expreſs ſtipu- 
lation that they might exerciſe their diſcretion with regard to the dividend, provided that their 
undivided effects were ſufficient to anſwer their debts, ſuch a meaſure might be attended with 
conſequences very alarming indeed to public credit. 

Of two hundred and nine bills which received the royal aſſent in this ſeſſion of Parliament, 
we ſhall make particular mention of the following, as more immediately relating to our 
ſubject. 

A bill to continue, for a further limited time, the free importation of wheat, and wheat meal, 
from any part of Europe, and to diſcontinue the duties payable on the importation of barley 


meal and pulſe. 
3 | For 
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For diſcontinuing the duties on the importation of tallow, hogs-lard, and greaſe, 

For granting an aid to his Majeſty by a land- tax for the ſervice of this year. | 

[The taxes with which the neceſſaries of life were charged, in conſequence of the expences 
produced by the late war, bore ſo hard upon the Jaborious and manufacturing part of the na- 
tion, that it had been determined, fince the concluſion of the peace, to continue the land-tax 
at four ſhillings ia the pound. Indeed, from the circumſtances of the times, the whole land- 
tax began to be conſidered as a part of the ſettled revenue, which muſt look to the contingen- 
cies of a future, and perhaps diſtant ſtate of public proſperity, to be diminiſhed, But the 
landed intereſt was of a different opinion, and, in oppoſition to the miniſtry, carried the reſo- 
lution of reducing the land-tax to three ſhillings in the pound, by a confiderable majority.— 
This, we believe, was the firſt inſtance of a miniſter being in the minority on a money bill 
ſince the Revolution.] 


For raiſing 1 800,000]. by loans on Exchequer bills, and a lottery for the ſervice of the 
preſent year, 


For laying an additional duty on baſt or chip, ſtraw, cane, and horſe-hair hats or bonnets 
imported, 


For making the river Ure navigable, from its junction with. the river Swale to the borough 
of Rippon, in Yorkſhire. 


For raiſing 1,500,0001, by annuities, &c. for the ſervice of the preſent year; to be charged 
on the ſinking fund, 


For redeeming certain annuities, in reſpe& of navy, victualling, and PE bills, and 
ordnance debentures, 


For redeeming part of the joint ſtock of annuities, charged on ſeveral additional duties on 
wines imported, and alſo on cyder and perry. 

For granting additional duties on certain linen cloth imported. 

For allowing the free importation of rice, ſago duſt, and vermicelli, for a limited time from 
the American colonies, 


For improving and extending the navigation of the river Hull, from Frodingham Beck to 
Driftield, in the Eaft Riding of Yorkſhire. 


For making Codbeck brook navigable from the river Swale to Thirſk, in Yorſhire, 
For preventing the wear of cambrics. 
For extending the window act to Scotland. 


For altering the duties on policies, and leſſening the allowance for prompt payment of cer- 
tain ſtamp duties, 

For granting certain duties in the Britiſh American colonies. 

For regulating the dividend of the Eaſt India Company. 

For eſtabliſhing an agreement between government and the Eaſt India 8 

For regulating the manufactures, &c. in the iſle of Man. 


For empowering his Majeſty to permit the importation of corn duty free, for a further 
limited time, &c, 

I The quantity of corn brought into the port of London, between the 3d of March and the 
2d of July, in conſequence of the different acts paſſed for the importation of that neceſſary 
article, amounted to x1 5.40) quarters. ] 

For taking off the duty of one ſhilling per pound on all black and finglo tea, and for grant- 
ing a drawback on teas exported to Ireland and America, 


For 


2 1 
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1767 For granting certain duties on foreign linen, and a co for the encouragement of . 


fing of hemp: : 


For reſtraining the aſſembly of New York 3 paſſing any act, till they had complied with 
the act of Parliament for furniſhing his Majeſty' 8 W with the neceſſaries required by 
that act. 


For putting the American duties into the hands of commiſſioners. 


Two orders of his Majeſty in council appeared in the London gazette of the 5th of Septem- 
ber; by the firſt of which, the free importation into this kingdom of oats or oat-meal, rye or 
rye-meal, wheat or wheat-flour, barley or barley-meal, peas, beans, tares, malt, bread, biſcuit, 


ſtarch, &c. from any part of Europe, was permitted from the expiration of the time before 
limited, viz. the roth of September, until twenty days after the commencement of the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament. By the ſecond, the prohibition of the exportation of any ſort of corn, 


grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, &c. was extended in the ſame manner. 
SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year = 


1. 1 - 


For 16,000 ſeamen, including 4, 287 marines, — $32,000 © © 
For 16,754 land-forces, including 2,461 invalids, _ 593,980 15 7 
For general and general ſtaff-officers, &. — _ 12,293 18 6- 


For maintaining forces and garriſons in the Plantations, Gibraltar, Kc. 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhment 


405,607 2 112 


of fix regiments, of foot, &c. — — 7,201 14 7 
Penſions to officers widows, — — — 1,530 © © 
On account of reduced officers, — — — 135,299 8 4 
Allowances to officers and privates of two troops of horſe- guards, and 

a regiment of horſe reduced, &c. — — — 2,103 11 8 
For the full pay of certain officers reduced with the 1oth company of 

ſeveral battalions, &c. — — — 55033 3 4 
To the office of ordnance for land ſervice, — — 169,600 0 2 
To ditto, for ſervices not provided for by Parliament in 1766, 51,190 6 6 
The ordinary of the navy, &c. including half-pay, &c. — 409,177 4 3 
Towards building and repairs, &c. of ſhips, and other extra works, 298,144 0 © 
For purchaſing hemp, &c. — — — 230, ooo © o 
For diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, — — 1,800,000 o o 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his orders, in 

purſuance of addreſſes from the Houſe of Commons, — 120% $8 
Extra expences of the land- forces, not provided for by Parliament, 315-919 60 
Out-penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, — — 106,083 2 6 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 4.866 3 5 
Expences reſpecting ditto, not provided for by Parliament, — I 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Georgia, &c. = 3,986 o 9 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, &c. — — — 4,759 0 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, &c. — — — 4,800 9 0 

- General ſurveys in North America, — m — — — 1,601 14 o 
On account of Senegambia, — — — 5.550 0 o 
The marriage portion of the Queen of Denmark, — 40, oog o o 


Carried forward, £ 


. 5.280970 12 5 
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Brought over, 5,254,970 12 57 
Towards building a paſſage to the Houſe of Commons, — 238,000 © o 
For maintaining, &c.. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of | 
Africa, — _— — | — 13,000 © © 
To replace to the ſinking find the like ſum, to . certain an- 
nuities, eſtabliſhed on account of certain _— victualling, and tranſ- - 
port bills, &c. — — — _ — 104,506 11 10 
To replace to ditto the like ſum, iſſued for paying the b of 
the ſaid annuities, — _ — — 1, 592 1 97 
To replace to ditto the like ſum, iſſued for diſcharging the annuities | 
attending ſuch part of the joint-ſtock as was redeemed, &c, — 8,708 17 74 
To replace to ditto the like ſum paid out of the ſame, to make good 
the deficiency on ſeveral rates, duties, &c. — — 49,660 9 25 
Jo replace to ditto the like ſum paid out of the ſame, to make good 
the deficiency of certain duties on wine, cyder, and perry, &c. 22,7685 13 9 
For a compenſation to Dr. Peter Swinton, for the damage ſuſtained 
by him at Cheſter during the late rebellion, — — 700 © © 
To enable his Majeſty to redeem and pay off the remainder of the 
capital ſtock of annuities, granted in reſpect of certain navy, victualling, 
and tranſport bills, ordnance debentures, &c. — — 1,741,776 10 11 
To enable his Majeſty to redeem and pay off the fourth part of the 
capital ſtock of annuities eſtabliſhed by the act of 3d George III. to be 
redeemed, &. — — — _ 875,000 o o 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 300,000 o © 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of 1766, 129,144 2 8 
To the Foundling Hoſpital, — — — 28,000 © © 
For putting forth apprentices from the ſaid hoſpital, — 1,500 0 o 
To the African Company, on account of the eſtabliſhment of Senegal 
and its dependencies, &Cc. — — — 3,500 © © 
Towards defraying the contingent expences of the forces ferying in | 
North America, — — — — 2,000 o o 
Total of Supplies, 8,526,818, 0 1 
Wars and MEAxs for this year: — L. 5. d. 
Malt - tax, — — — — 700,000 © o 
The land-tax, which was this year reduced to 3s. in the pound, 1,528,508 11 114 
By Exchequer bills, — 3 —_— 1,800,000 0.0 
By annuities and lottery, — — — 1,500,000 © o 
From the finking fund, _ — — 469, 147 14 37 
Ditto, — — — — — 2,010,121 10 37 
Carried forward, 1. 8,007,837 16 62 
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1767 
Brought over, 
- By monies remaining in the Exchequer for the diſpoſition of Par- 
liament, ——— nts — 1 
By monies granted out of certain ſavings, &, - — — 
From monies iſſued for the relief of officers widows, &c. — 
From the produce of duties, &c. granted for protecting, * &c. 
the Britiſh colonies, — — — 
By monies remaining in the Exchequer, granted in the laſt eon, 
towards the militia, — — — — 
By monies agreed to be paid by his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, on ac- 
count of French priſoners, &c. _ — — 


— 


ek 


Ho _ ũ -E. 
8,007,837 16 65 


35,202 9 2 
261,571 13 35 
7,844 17 9 


110,000 © o 


150,000 © © 


181,000 © o 


Total of ways and means, 
Supply granted, — 


8.753.456 16 84 
8,528,818 0 1 


Exceſs of proviſions, — 4 


— — — 


224,638 16 * 


the ſervice of 1767. 
Additional duties, &c. for this year :— 


ments made thereout of the annuities attending the ſum of 1, 500,000]. 


to the ſinking fund, for the purpoſe above-mentioned. 


12 — — -F r * * g — — & ? R — 
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or Heſſens, imported into this kingdom. 
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upon all foreign lawns, 
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he charge of the pay and 3 of the militia, for one year, beginning the 25th of 
March, 1767, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies ariſing by the land-tax, rattles for 


An additional duty of 6s. was laid upon every dozen of baſt or ſtraw, chip, cane, and horſe- 
hair hats and bonnets, which, after the 2d of April, 1767, ſhould be entered inward at any 
port in this kingdom : alſo an additional duty of 6s. was laid upon every pound weight avoir- 
dupois of the materials of the aforeſaid articles, entered inwards, after the above date. — Theſe 
additional duties were ordered to be carried to the ſinking fund, towards making good the pay - 


An additional duty of 3d per ell was laid upon all linen cloth or ſheeting, above one yard 
Engliſh in width, which ſhould be imported into this kingdom, except from Holland and 
Flanders: and alfo the ſame per ell, upon all canvas drilling, ſo imported. This exception 
is, however, only to be underſtood of cloth manufactured in thoſe countries; as all others, 
though imported from thence, are equally liable to the ſaid duties. —Theſe duties were carried 


An additional duty of one haltpenny per ell was laid upon all foreign canvas, Dutch barraſs, 


All foreign lawns imported into this kingdom, were ordered to be rated as Silefia lawns, and 
pay accordingly : and, over and above the ſaid duty, an additional one of 3d. per yard was laid 


A ſum not exceeding 15, oo0l. per annum, ariſing from the ſaid duties, was voted to remain 
in the Exchequer, as a fund for the encouragement of raiſing and dreſſing hemp and flax in this 
kingdom, in ſuch manner as Parliament ſhould direct; and the remainder of the ſaid duties 
was ordered to be reſerved in the Exchequer, for the future diſpoſition of Parliament. 

There was granted to his Majeſty, upon the poſtage of letters, &c. between Great Britain 
and the Iſle of Man, for every ſingle letter 2d. a double letter 4d. a treble letter 6d. and for 


every 


or run * oy COMMERCT, 1 


1765 every ounce 8d. and ſo in proportion for vary packet of deeds, writs, and other things. And 


for the poſtage, &c. of letters and packets within the ſaid iſland, ſuch rates, in proportion to 
the number of miles or ſtages, as were eſtabliſhed for the iſland, port, or conveyance of letters 
and packets in England. The monies arifing by theſe rates, were appropriated to ſuch uſes as 
the preſent rates of poſtage were applicable. ; 

The properties of perſons in any ſhip or cargo, or both, were allowed to be affured to the 
amount of 1000l. by a policy ſtamp of 58.; and any larger ſum, by a policy with two ſuch 
ſtamps. 

Grey or ſcrow ſalt, falt ſcale, ſand ſcale, cruſtings, &c. allowed to be taken from the ſalt- 
works in England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, to be uſed as manure, upon payment of 
a duty of td per buſhel only. 

The duties payable upon ſuccus liguoritiæ, imported into this kingdom were repealed : and, 
in lieu thereof, a duty of 308. per hundred-weight, was laid upon ſuccus liquoritiæ imported, — 
The ſaid duty to be appropriated to ſuch uſes as the duty to be repealed was made applicable. 

A ſubſidy of 6d. in the pound, according to the value ſpecified in the book of rates, referred 
to in an act of the 12th of Charles II. laid upon the exportation from this kingdom of ſuch 
rice as ſhould have been exported duty free, by virtue of an act made in this ſeikon : and the 
ſaid ſubſidy was reſerved in the Exchequer for the diſpoſition of Parliament. 

A duty of 48. 8d. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all crown, plate, flint, and 
White glafs; and 18, 2d. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, upon all green glaſs imported into 
the Britiſh colonies, &c. in America. 

Such duties as ſhould be equal to a moiety of the duties granted by two acts made in the 
roth and 12th of Queen Anne, or of any ſubſequent act, upon paper, paſte-boards, mill-boards, 
and ſcale- boards, reſpectively, were laid apon theſe articles imported into the ſaid colonies. 

A duty of 2s. per hundred-weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all red and white lead, and 
painters colours, imported into the ſaid colonies. 

A duty of 3d. per pound weight avoirdupois, was laid upon all tea imported into the ſaid 
colonies, —The ſaid duties were to be applied towards making a more adequate provifion for 
the charge of adminiſtering juſtice, and the ſupport of civil government, in thoſe colonies where 
it ſhould be found neceſſary; the reſidue to be paid into the Exchequer, and reſerved for de- 
fraying the neceflary cxpences of protecting the ſaid colonies, 

S On the exportation of teas to Ireland, and the Britifh dominions in America, a draw- 
back was allowed, for a limited time, of. all the duties paid thereupon : and the inland duty of 
rs. per pound weight, upon all black and finglo teas conſumed in Great Britain, was taken off, 
for a limited time ; and ſuch indemnification was agreed to be made by the Eaft India Com- 
pany to the public, in lieu of ſuch duties, as we have before ſtated. 

The ſeveral other reſolutions were alſo agreed to by the Houſe of Commons, of which the 
following is the ſubſtance : 

Such monies as ſhould be paid inte the Exchequer between the 5th of April 176), and the 
5th of April 1768, of the produce of the duties charged by an act made in the 5th of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, upon the importation and exportation of gum Senegal and gum Arabic, were 
applied towards making good the ſupply. granted to his Majeſty. 

The.ſum of 84,6041, 3s. 3d. remaining in the Exchequer, of the two-ſevenths exciſe, 
granted by an act of the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, after fatisfying ſeveral incum- 

Vor. IV. P brances, 
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70 brances, was carried to the aggregate fand; and the ſaid fund was made a ſecurity for the dit. 
charge of fuch annuities, &c. payable out of the ſaid ſum, 

The act made in the th of George II. chap. 18. and which was continued in force, by 
ſeveral ſubſequent acts until the 29th of September, 1767, and from thence to the end of the 
then next ſeſſion, being near expiring, was thought fit to be continued. 

The allowance by an act of the 29th of George II. upon prompt payment of the ſtamp du. 
ties on licences for exciſeable liquors, was reduced to the ſame rate as thoſe of other ſtamp duties. 

Upon the exportation, from this kingdom, of coffee and cocoa nuts, the production of the 
Britiſh colonies in America, a drawback was — of the duties payable upon the importa- 
tion thereof. 

Ribbands and ſilks, printed, ſtained, or painted in this kingdom, though leſs than half a 
yard in breadth, were declared to be within the meaning of certain acts of the 1oth and 12th 
of Queen Anne, and liable to the duties therein mentioned. 

The drawbacks payable on China earthen-ware exported to America, were diſcontinued, 

Twenty other reſolutions were agreed to by the Houſe of Commons; by the firſt of which, 
all duties then payable to his Majeſty, upon goods imported into, or exported from the Ifle of 
Man, were abolifhed; but by the eighteen next following reſolutions, a great variety of new 
duties upon ſuch goods were impoſed, which it would be unneceflary to particularize, except 
the 20th reſolution, which was as follows :— 

* That ſuch bounties as may hereafter become due and payable, under the ſeveral acts 
which have been made for the encouragement of the Britiſh white-herring fiſhery, be paid by 
the receiver-general of the cuſtoms, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, out of any 
monies remaining in his hands.” 

A general ſtatement of the public debts, at the receipt of the Exchequer, ſtanding out the 
5th day of January, 1767, with the annual intereſt, or other charges payable for the ſame. 

Principal debt. Annual Intereſt, &c. 


4. 4 4. 1 4. 


7 nn @ | —_— 
MIL a tt Le IIA 9 


9 


* Exchequer, — — 2,037, 381 12 9 153,422 4 8 
Eaſt India Company, _ — 4,200,000 o o 127,087 10 © 
Bank of England, — — 97,479,724 12 47 3,26 1,526 14 31 
By remaining annuities of one life each, granted 72 


on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— Ditto on 
the 3 per cent. annuities of 1757 and 1761; as 
alſo on the annuities of 1 per cent. for 98 years, 
to the ſubſcribers to the loan of 12, ooo, oool. 
granted for the ſervice of the year 1762, toge- 
ther with the charges of management to the 


Bank of England, — — — 335,079 10 3 
South Sea Company, — — 27,125,309 13 11 Yy 507 8 17 
Total, 130,842,415 19 1% 45707:223 1.6 


— 


—— —y— 


* The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 
3,000,0001. charged on the deduction of 6d. per pound on penſions, nor the ſum of 1,800,0001,- borrowed in 
1766, and charged on the ſupplies of 1564. 
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Countries. Imports. 
Africa, — — Le $5,981 8 6 
Canaries, — — 6,061 19 4 
Denmark and Norway, — 75,308 3 10 
Eaſt Country, — — 265,085 7. 6 
Eaſt India, — — 1,951,173 0 1 
Flanders, — — 268,322 13 1 
France, — — 174,089 17 4 
Germany, — — — 680,963 9 10 
Greenland, — 7,900 17 9 
Holland, N _ 743,03 8 8 
Ireland, — — 1,103,285 6 11 
Italy, ws =—___-_ 37 6 
Madeiras _ _ 6,211 O © 
Portugal, — — 40, 289 13 1 
Ruſſia, — — — 22,271 14 5 
Spain, rs — 593,504 19 3 
Streights, — _ 11,375 19 1 
Sweden, — _ I75,515 7 6 
Turkey, — — 99,950 Ig 10 
Venice, — — 575457 12 7 
Alderney, — — 153 13 © 
Guernſey, — — 17,898 4 9 
Terſey, — — 18,646 15 8 
Anguilla, — _ 4,117 13 10 
Antigua, — — 394,727 10 2 
Barbadoes, — — 219,082 3 9g 
Bermudas, —— — 1,417 12 6 
Canada, — — 42,044 12 5 
Carolina, — —— 395,027 10 T1 
Dominica, _ — 118,978 19 3 
Florida, — —— 12,681 6 8 
Georgia, — — 35,850 15 7 
Granades, — — 243,018 18 3 
Hudſon's Bay, — =_ 9,942 10 11 
Jamaica, — — 1,243,742 13 9 
Martinico, _ ———— 92 © Þ 
Montſerrat, ——— —— 54,960 9 9g 
Nevis, —— — 60, 600 14 7 
New England. — — 128,207 17 4 
Newfoundland, — — 48,950 18 6 
New Providence, — — 4,487 0 
New York, — — 61,422 8 . 
Nova Scotia, — — „„ 
Pennſylvania. — — 37,041 17 © 
St. Chriſtopher's, — 276,013 9 9g 
St. Croix, — — 10, 884 1 2 
St. Euſtatia, — — 7 5. 
St. John's Iſland, — — 178 12 8 
St. Lucia, — — 629 13 9 
St. Vincent, — _ 24,232 7 1 
Tortola, — — 48,864 8 4 
Virginia and Maryland, — 437,926 15 0 
Spanifh Weſt Indies, — 15,611 3 
Weſt Indies in general, — — — 
Totals, 12,073,956 © II 


8 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CurisTMAs 1766, to CHRIS TAS 1767. 


Exports, 


C. $58,062 


38,289 
159,730 
150,754 

1,272,054 
5457919 
232,031 

1,06, 293 


1,939,70 
1,880, 48 
600, 506 
12 
$15,080 
125,208 
1,1444777 
69,772 
444336 
44-094 
31.984 
1,242 
36,968 
21,052 
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119574 
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194440 
244093 
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237334 
89, 707 
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Exports exceed the Imports, 
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The chriſtenings and burials within the bills of mortality in n were, this year, ag 
follows : 


Chriſtened, males 8,211 Buried, males 11,306 
females 9,769 ——— females 11,306 
15,980 | 22,012 


Bills of births and burials i in different parts of England and Europe. 

Paris, —born, 19,749 ; deaths, 19,875. 

Amſterdam, —births, 4,908 ; deaths, 6999. 

Copenhagen,—births, 2,957 ; deaths, 3,361; marriages, 909. 

In the dutchy of Schleſwig the births were 6,971 ; and the deaths 6, 384. 

In the dutchy of Holſtein the births were 4,771; and the deaths 3-730. 

Turin,—births, 2,956; deaths, 5,980, 

Brunſwick,—births, 1,241 ; deaths, 1,022, 

Durham,—births, 149; deaths, 155; marriages, 6s. 

Whitby, —births, 298; deaths, 177; marriages, 55. 

Cheſter, —births, 351; deaths, 367; marriages, 143. 

According to a calculation made in 1760, and lately publiſhed at Stockholm, there were in 
the kingdom of Sweden 1,127,938 men and boys, and 1,255,175 women and girls,—in all, 
2,313,123 perſons, —T he number of noblemen were 10,045.—The clergy, with the ſchools 
and colleges, amounted to 4,488, or, including their wives and children, 18,197 ; and the 
number of thofe who had a right of freedom in the cities and towns, were. 162, 888. It ap- 
peared, that there had been an increaſe of 2,773 inhabitants, fince the year 1758. 

In the recommencement of a regular oppoſition to Great Britain, which had taken place 
during the laſt year, the aſſembly of Maſlachuſets openly took the lead, by ſending a circular 
letter to every colony, inviting them all to join in a communication and harmony of ſenti- 
ments, and in aſſerting the injuſtice of the Britiſh Miniſtry to the American colonies. 

One of the moſt unfortunate circumſtances which could attend theſe unhappy altercations, 
was the enmity which had for ſome time ſubſiſted, and did then ſabfiſt, between the aſſembly 
of Maſſachuſet's and its governor, He was a man of conſiderable abilities, but was regarded 
as a ſworn champion of the royal prerogative. In conſequence of this opinion, he met with 
obſtructions in every thing he undertook ; and the party violence with which he had to con- 
tend, was animated with as much inveteracy againſt his perſon, as with hatred to the meaſures 
which he thought it his duty to ſupport. The conſequences of this diſſention were very in- 
Jurious to the parties intereſted in the great queſtions then in agitation, To this mutual ill 
will of the Governor and the Houſe of Repreſentatives, may be imputed a great increaſe of 
that violent altercation, which now ſubſiſted between Great Britain and America. 

The new aQs of the Britiſh Legiſlature, renewed and afforded freſh materials for the ill- 
humour which ſubſiſted between this colony and Governor Bernard. Indeed all idea of mo- 
deration ſeems, at this time, to have been loſt, in the violence with which the aſſembly mani- 
feſted their oppoſition to him; and as the colonies had greatly exaſperated the Britiſh Miniſtry 
by their obſtinate conduct, the Governor was inſtructed to act with vigour and reſolution, 

A letter alſo, which he had officially received from the Earl of Shelburne, one of the Secre- 


taries of State, containing very ſevere animadverſions on the conduct of the Aſſembly, enereaſ- 
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ed the ſpirit of diſcontent to ſuch a degree, that the Governor, finding it a vain taſk to ſoften, . 
by any proper means, the refraCtory diſpoſition of the Aſſembly, thought proper to adjourn it. 
In the midſt of theſe diſtractions in America, a new eſtabliſhment was made at home, by 
which a Secretary of State was appointed to the ſole department of the colonies. Much good 
was expeRed to-reſult from an arrangement, which had been left as a kind of legacy to his 


country by the late Mr. Charles Townſhend, whoſe death was, at this time, and with great 


reaſon, conſidered as a national misfortune.” Lord Hillſborough was the firſt American Se- 
cretary, and one of the earlieſt acts of this new created office, was x circular letter to the go- 
yernors of all the colonies, who had before received the circular letters from the Maſſachuſet's 
Aſſembly, in order to expreſs his Majeſty's diſapprobation of a meaſure, which was conſidered 
by the royal mind as tending to excite an open oppoſition to, and denial of the authority of 
Parliament, and to ſubvert the true principles of the conſtitution, 

A letter was alſo written from the ſame Miniſter to Governor Barnard, with an order to 
make a requiſition to the Aſſembly of Maſſachuſet, in his Majeſty's. name, to reſcind the re- 
ſolution which gave birth to their circular letter, and to declare their diſapprobation of ſuch a 
raſh and haſty proceeding. | 

But, whatever hopes were entertained, at this period, of an approaching reconciliation, . 
from the meaſures we have juſt related, they ſoon vaniſhed in the refuſal of the Aſſembly to 
reſcind the reſolutions of the former Houſe, which actually confirmed them by a diviſion of 
ninety-two to ſeventeen voices. 

The other aſſemblies of the American continent, now followed the example of that we have 
juſt deſcribed. They treated the circular letters written to each of them by the Secretary of 
State, exactly in the fame manner; and, in their anſwer to him, juſtiſied the conduct of the 
Aſſembly at Boſton in a language ſimilar to that which it had uſed to juſtify itſelf, nor were 
they backward in holding forth the ſame explicit condemnation of the late meaſures of the 
Britiſh government. 

To prove alſo the decided ſpirit with which they acted, they renewed their former combi- 
nations againſt the uſe and importation of Engliſh goods, except ſuch as were of the moſt in- 
diſpenſable neceſſity, and reſolved that ſuch agreements ſhould remain in full force till the late 
acts of the Pritiſh Parliament were entirely repealed, | 

In the month of June a great tumult alſo happened at Boſton, in conſequence of a ſeizure 
made by the Board of Cuſtoms of a ſloop belonging to one of the principal merchants of that 
town. It appeared, that this ſloop was diſcharged of a cargo of wine, and in part re- laden 
with a quantity of oil, without any great attention having been paid to the new laws or the 
Cuſtom-houſe regulations, Immediately on the ſeizure, the officers made a fignal to the 
Romney man of war, and her boats were ſent manned and armed, to cut away the {loop's 
faſtenings and convey her under the protection of that ſhip. In conſequence of this, the po- 
pulace ſoon aſſembled, and not only treated the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms with every per- 
ſonal indignity, but attacked their houſes, broke their windows, and having hauled the Col- 
lector's boat aſhore, burned it to aſhes. The officers of the cuſtoms, alarmed for the ſafety of 
their lives, retired on board the man of war, from whence they removed to Caſtle William, a 
tortitication on a ſmall iſland in the harbour, where they reſumed the functions of their office. 

In ſhort, the temper and conduct of the people became every day more licentious. An ac- 
count from England, that the petition which the Aſſembly had tranſmitted to its agent, had 
not been preſented, becauſe ſuch agent had been appointed by the Aſſembly without the con- 
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1768 ſent of the Governor, tending, in no ſmall degree, to encreaſe the public diſcontents ; and the 


diſſolution of the General Aſſembly, added another combuſtible to the flame. Indeed, ſuch 
was the growing ſpirit of ſedition among all claſſes of people, that government thought it ne- 


| ceflary to convince the colonies, that it would no longer ſubmit to thoſe indignities with which 


its authority was daily inſulted, For this purpoſe, therefore, troops were ordered to repair to 
Boſton in ſufficient numbers to intimidate the refractory and to ſupport the well- affected, 

Ou receiving this intelligence, the inhabitants of Boſton petitioned the Governor to call a 
General Aſſembly, which he informed them it was not in his power to do, till he had his 
Majeſty's permiſhon for that purpoſe, according to inſtructions he had received from England. 
On this refuſal of the Governor, they called an Aſſembly, and gave it the title of a Con- 
vention. 

Among other meaſures of this meeting, which were hoſtile to the power of Cv the 
moſt remarkable was a requiſition to the inhabitants, to put themſelves in a poſture of defence 
againſt any ſudden attack of an enemy, This requeſt was founded on an apprehenſion, as it 
was then ſtated, of an approaching rupture with France, The intention of this meaſure, 
which was the boldeſt that the colonies had yet taken, was too obvious not to be generally 
underſtood ; and it required no uncommon ſagacity to diſcover the final aim of thoſe who had 
fomented, with ſo much zeal, the diſtractions and diſcontents which now prevailed through- 
out the American colonies. | 

The firſt meaſure of the Convention was to addreſs the. Governor, diſclaiming all pretence 
to any other power than that of adviſing among themſelves on the alarming ſituation of their 
affairs, and to entreat him to convoke a General Aſſembly, as the moſt conſtitutional remedy 
for thoſe evils with which the province was threatened. But the Governor remained in- 
flexible; and he accompanied the denial of their requeſt with the moſt ſerious admonitions to 
reflect on the nature, and what might be the conſequence, of their conduct. The Conven- 
tion, therefore, after ſending a juſtificatory meſſage to the Governor, which he refuſed to re- 
ceive, appointed a committee to draw up a report of their proceedings, the motives which pro- 
duced them, and a ſtatement of their grievances ; which report being approved, and ordered 
to be tranſmitted to their agent in London, to counteract the unfavourable impreſſions which 
the violence of their late proceedings might have occaſioned, the meeting was diſſolved. 

The very day on which the convention broke up, was remarkable for the arrival of ſeveral 
frigates and floops of war from Hallifax, and ſome tranſports with two regiments and a de- 
tachment of artillery on board, in the harbour of Boſton. Some difficulties at firſt' took place, 
relative to the quartering of the troops, and objections were made to their admiſſion into the 
town, as no barracks had been prepared for their reception. But this obſtruction was ſoon re- 
moved, by fitting up certain houſes which were to be reputed barracks, and the council con- 
ſentcd to allow the barrack proviſions uſually furniſhed by the colony. General Gage arrived 
ſoon after, as did two regiments from Ireland; and the late ſpirit of turbulence and outrage 
began to give way to an appearance of moderation and tranquillity. 

From the voluminous miſcellany of public writings, which the colony tranſactions of the 
preſent year produced, we ſhall only ſelect the following agreements entered into by the inha- 
bitants of Boſton and New Vork. 

+ The merchants and traders in the town of Boſton, having taken into conſideration the 
deplorable ſituation of the trade, and the many difficulties it at preſent labours under, on ac- 


count of the ſcarcity of money, which is daily increaſing for want of the other remittances to 
diſcharge 
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170 diſcharge our debts in Great Britain, and the large ſums collected by the officers of the Cuſ- 
toms for duties on goods imported ; the heavy taxes levied to diſcharge the debts contracted by 
the Government in the late war; the embarraſſments and reſtrictions laid on the trade by the 
ſeveral late acts of Parliament; together with the bad ſucceſs of our cod fiſhery this ſeaſon, 
and the diſcouraging proſpect of the whale fiſhery, by which our principal ſources of remit- 
tances are like to be greatly diminiſhed, and we, thereby, rendered unable to pay the debts we 
owe the merchants in Great Britain, and to continue the importation of goods from thence. 

« We, the ſubſcribers, in order to relieve the trade, under thoſe diſcouragements, to pro- 
mote induſtry, frugality, and economy, and to diſcourage laxury, and every kind of extra- 
vagance, do promiſe and engage to and with each other as follows : 

« Firft, That we will not ſend for or import from Great Britain, either upon our own 
account, or upon commiſſion, this fall, any other goods than what are already ordered for the 
fall ſupply. | 

% Secondly, That we will not ſend for or import any kind of goods or merchandize from 
Great Britain, either on our own account, or on commiſſions, or any otherwiſe, from Janu- 
ary 1, 1769, to January 1, 1770, except ſalt, coals, fiſh-hooks and lines, hamp and duck bar 
lead and ſhot, wool cards and wool wire. | | 

„ Thirdly, That we will not purchaſe of any factor or others, any kind of goods imported 
from Great Britain from January 1769, to January 1770. | 

„ Fourthly, That we will not import, on our own account, or on commiſſions, or pur- 
chaſe of any who ſhall import from any other colony in America, from January 1769 to Ja- 
nuary 1770, any tea, glaſs, paper, or other goods, commonly imported from Great Britain. 

« Fifthly, That we will not, from and after the firſt of January 1760, import into this pro- 
vince any tea, paper, glaſs, or painter's colours, until the a& impoſing duties on thoſe articles 
ſhall be repealed. | 

In witneſs whereof, &c.“ Dated Auguſt 1, 1768. 

On the 15th of September following, the inhabitants of New York, incited, according to 
their own declaration, by the example of thoſe of Boſton, entered into a ſimilar agreement for 
the non-uſe and non-importation of Britiſh produce and manufactures. 

The affairs of the Eaſt India Company were now become an object of annual conſideration, 
and as ſuch, will continue to claim our particular attention, 

Though the agreement which the Company had entered into with Government was to con- 
tinue another year, yet as the act which reſtrained their dividends to ten per cent. was now 
expired, a bill was brought into Parliament to reſtrain them, in the ſame manner, for the 
enſuing year. 5 | 

The Company, greatly alarmed at the apparent perſeverance in a meaſure, which they ap- 
prehended fo totally ſubverſive of their rights, preſented a ſtrong petition againſt it. In this 
they ſhewed the right they poſſeſſed, by their charter, to declare their own dividends ; that the 
regulations already eſtabliſhed by the Legiſlature would be, at all times, ſufficient to prevent 
an improvident uſe being made of ſuch powers; and aſſured the Houſe, that they would make 
no increaſe of their dividends, unleſs the ſituation of their affairs ſhould afford ample convic- 
tion, that, in juſtice and prudence, they ſhould be warranted in ſo doing. 

This meaſure occaſioned very animated debates in the Houſe of Commons, when all the 
arguments of the preceding year were reiterated, and the ſecond reſtraining bill carried by a 


great 
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1768 great majority; it met, however, like the former, with a powerful oppoſition j in the Houſe 


of Peers, and a very energetic proteſt, ſigned by ſeveral Lords, was entered againſt it. 

On July 7, a ballot ended at the India Houſe on the following queſtion : ** That orders he 
ſent to the Governor and Council of Bengal, for the immediate payment, out of the revenues 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, of what remains unpaid of the reſtitution money of Meer Taf- 
fier, to the ſeveral perſons to whom it is due, according to their claims, as admitted by the 
committee. formerly appointed for -that purpoſe, whether ſuch claims are found-to ariſe. from 
loſſes in trade, of ſalt, beetle nut, or tobacco, or not.“ 

The numbers for the queſtion were 115.—Againſt it, 223. 

The Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, at a meeting held on the * of the 
ſame month, came to the following reſolution, 

Reſolved, © As the moſt effectual method to prevent the ſale of the command of ſhips in 
the company's ſervice, that from and after the 25th of March following, upon the death of a 
commander of any ſhip employed or to be employed in the company's ſervice, or whenever 
there ſhould be a vacancy of a commander, by reſignation, incapacity, or otherwiſe, another 
commander ſhall be choſen by the Court of Directors, to ſupply ſach vacancy, out of perſons 
who have commanded a ſhip in the company's ſervice, or who have performed, at leaſt, one 
voyage in the capacity of chief or ſecond mate.to the Eaſt Indies; and that ſuch choice or ap- 
pointment ſhall be made by ballot, 

« And that, from and after the ſaid 25th of March, no ſhip be tendered for the company's 
ſervice, but ſubject to the ſaid regulation; and that no ſhip ſhall be built in the room of any 
ſhip worn out or loſt in the company's ſervice, without the leave of the Court of Di- 
rectors, &c. 

A very popular bill for limiting the duration of its Parliaments, and making them elective 
once in eight years, paſſed this winter in Ireland, and received the royal aſſent. Before this 
period, the Iriſh Parliament was determinable only by the King's life. 

On the 12th of March the Parliament of Great Britain was diſſolved, and on the 10th of 
May the Parliament met; and, after renewing the proviſion bills, which was the principal 


object of its being aſſembled at this time, it was adjourned on the 21ſt of the ſame month, 


and afterwards prorogued. 

To relieve, in ſome degree, the growing diſtreſſes of certain manufactures, his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to order, that the court mournings ſhould not, for the future, continue longer than 
one half of the time which had been uſually 6bſeryed. This order was iſſued officially. from 
the Lord Chamberlain's office, and was dated the 12th of January in this year. This act of 
conſiderate goodneſs in his Majeſty, was followed by an addreſs from the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and a great number of confiderable manufacturers and traders of the cities of London 
and Weſtminſter ; the wardens, affiſtants, &c. of the art and myſtery of weaving, alſo pre- 


ſented their particular and moſt grateful acknowledgments to the Throne, on an occafion in 


which they were ſo deeply intereſted. 
The quantity of rice imported from Charleſtown, from November 1, 1767, to September 
23, in the preſent year, was 111,203 barrels, | 
The connection which ſubſiſts between commerce and the fine arts, calls upon us to notice 
the eſtabliſhment of a royal academy for the encouragement of the latter. Towards the cloſe 
of this year, his Majeſty, ever ready'to encourage uſeful improvements, and always intent 
upon promoting every branch of polite knowledge, was graciouſly pleaſed to inſtitute, in the 
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tronage, and the dire& ion of forty artiſts of the firſt rank in their ſeveral profeſſions. 
The following treaty was concluded in this year, between the French King and the republic 


of Genoa, for the ceſſion of the iſland of Corfica, | | 


„ J. The republic of Genoa cedes the kingdom of Corſica, together with its fortreſſes, to 
France, the latter paying in money for the artillery and wartike ſtores, according to a valuation 
which ſhall be made of them. | 1 

„II. The ſovereignty of that iſland ſhall always remain veſted in the republic. 

„III. Every perſon ſhall be preſerved in his effects, on proving the right he has to them. 

«© IV. The Corſicans ſhall be deemed ſubjects of France ſo long as the latter continues in 
poſſeſſion of that iſle. | | 

« V, France ſhall be obliged to maintain there ſixteen battalions. 

« VI, France ſhall guarantee the Genoeſe commerce againſt the Corfican or Barbary 


2 


cruiſers. 
& VII, In caſe the republic ſhould be deſirous of reſuming again the poſſeſſion of that king- 


dom, it ſhall repay to France all the charges that crown ſhall have been at by that time; for 
which purpoſe an exact account ſhall be kept of all that the latter ſhall have advanced, and like- 
wiſe of the revenues it ſhall have collected. | 

« VIII. The King ſhall beſtow in property on the republic, the ſovereignty of the iſle of 
Capreæ.“ | 

This treaty contains beſides three ſecret articles. 

The French King alſo publiſhed a declaration, dated Auguſt 8, 1788, to his people of Cor- 
ſica, (for ſo he might literally ſtile them,) in which he promiſes to inſure them all the advan- 
tages of the French government. n 

It might have been apprehended, that this treaty would be conſidered as an infraction of 
that of Aix-la-Chapelle, by which it had been provided, that no change ſhould be made in the 
ſtate of Italy. Nevertheleſs, it was permitted to take place without any interruption from the 


powers apparently intereſted in it. 


The Houſe of Auſtria was, perhaps, too much engaged in the diſturbances of Poland and 
the war then breaking out between Turkey and Ruſſia, to attend to this event; and the King 
of Sardinia did not actively interfere, becauſe he could not obtain that ſapport which would 
have alone put him in a capacity to have done it with effect. While, at this moment, the 
councils of Great Britain were ſo occupied with domeſtic broils and internal diſtractions, that 
this ſtride of Gallic power was ſubmitted to with acquieſcence rather than oppoſition, 

The iſland of Corſica was of very little conſequence while it was poſſeſſed by the republic 
of Genoa; and if it had, by its ſtruggles, acquired independence, it could have been no object 
of jealouſy or danger to any other power: but as an acquiſition to France, though it does not 
appear to have then anſwered any political purpoſe to that crown, it was conſidered by the po- 
liticians of the day, as pregnant with much future inconvenience to the different European 
powers, who were concerned in the commerce of the Mediterranean ſea. 

In the courſe of this year, 4, 173 ſhips were cleared from the port of Newcaſtle, being 453 
more than in the preceding one, of which 3, 718 were coaſtways, and 445 to foreign places. 
The Dutch ſent out this year on the whale fiſhery, 124 ſhips. 
The number of veſſels which entered the Texel, were 1,602, 

Vor. IV, Q 
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"i 1768 The number of veſſels which arrived at t Koninglberg, in Pruſſia, during the ſame period, 
| were 763. 

Ditto at Dantzick, 1,190. 

The following bills, among many others, received the royal aſſent during the courſe of 
this year. 

To continue and amend an act for allowing the free importation of ſalted beef, pork, bacon 
and butter, from Ireland, for a limited time; and for allowing the free importation of the ſame 
articles from the Britiſh dominions in America, 

For further regulating * proceedings of the Eaſt India Company with reſpect to making 
dividends. 

For more effectually ſupplying the town of Hallifax with water, &c. 

For making, &c. a navigable cut or canal from Birmingham to Bilſton, and for making 
collateral cuts and waggon ways from ſeveral coal mines ; and for continuing the ſaid canal to 
Autherly, there to communicate with the canal now making between the rivers Treat and 
Severn. 


To amend an act for the better regulating n taylors within the bills of mor- 
tality. 

To continue ſeveral acts for better encouraging the whale fiſhery. 

For the more eaſy and effectual recovery of the penalties and forteitures inflicted by acts re. 
lating to the trade and revenue of the Britiſh colonies in America, 

For making a navigable canal from the river Forth, at or near the mouth of the river Car- 
ron, in the county of Stirling, to the river Clyde, to a place called Dalmair Burnfoot, in the 
county of Dunbarton, and a collateral cut to Glaſgow. 

To permit the exportation of certain quantities of malt, now lying in his Majeſty's 
warehouſes, 


For further continuing the laws then in force, relating to the exportation and importation 
of corn, for a limited time, &c. 

For allowing a further time for the free importation of rice from North America, 

For the more effectually preventing the clandeſtine importation of foreign ſpirits, and for 
explaining an act which relates to penalties inflicted upon perſons ſelling ale, beer, or other 
exciſeable liquors by retail, without licence, &c. 


For n. improving, and preſerving the harbour and quay of Wells in Norfolk. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for the year 1768. 
For 16,000 ſeamen, including 4,287 marines, 


832,000 © 7 


— r — pt oe 
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| For the ordinary of the navy, &c. — — 416,403 © 11 
\ For 17,253 land forces, including 2, 460 invalids, Kc. — 606,221 12 103 
bl For maintaining his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in the Plantations, WET 
1 | 
i Africa, Gibraltar, &c. — . —_ 296,590 4 64 
i For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhments 
Wl of fix regiments of foot, &c. =_ _— — 7,226 17 2x 
yl General and ſtaff officers in Great Britain, — — 32,327 43-8 
* For the full pay of certain reduced officers, &c. — % 


1 —-— 


Carried over, 2,275,000 17 5 
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| Brovght over, 
For the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, * 
For ſervices of the office of ordnance for land ſervice, not provided 
for by Parliament, — * AY 468 


To enable his Majeſty to pay a. one third part of the capital ſtock of 
annuities at four per cent. eſtabliſhed by an a& of the third of his Ma- 


jeſty, &c. — 4 . 

Towards building and repairs of ſhips, &c. — 

To the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, — ws 

To the penſions of officers widows, &c. — — 

On account of reduced officers and marines, — 

For allowances to ſeveral officers, &c. of the two reduced troops of 
horſe guards, &c, — — — — 

For out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, — FP 

For extraordinaries of the army, not provided for by Parliament, 

On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 

Ditto of Georgia, — — — Re 

Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — 3 —_ 

Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — 

On account of ſurveys in North America, — ken 

On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Senegambia, — 

For diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, — — 

To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum iſſued thereout to make 
good certain deficiencies, &c, — — . 

To replace to ditto for ditto, — mh —_= 

To the committee of the African Company, to be employed in main. 
taining forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, _ 

For the Foundling Hoſpital, &c. — FERN 

To ditto for apprenticing children, &c. _ — 


To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 

For deficiencies of grants for the ſervice of 1767, _ 

To replace to the finking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame, eſta- 
bliſhed by an act of the third of George III. in reſpe& of certain navy, 
victualling and tranſport bills, and debentures, &c. 0 — 

To replace to ditto the like ſum iſſued thereout, for a certain payment 
of annuities eſtabliſhed by an act of the third of George III. for granting 


— 


additional duties on cyder and perry, &c. — — 
To redeem and pay off the remaining parts of the ſaid capital ſtock of 
annuities, —— — — — 
Total, 


123 
14 1. 
2,275,996 17 5 
159,328 11, 6 
68,944 12 11 
875,000 © o 
211-954 0 © 
2,000 © o 
1,536 0 0 
132,431 O o 
1,715 13 © 
103,949 17 9 
199,988 4 2 
3,895 1 11 
3.986 0 0 
9 0 0 
4,400 0 © 
2,030 14 © 
5.550 0 0 
1,300,000 o o 
59, 322 16 10 
53.480 17 Bt 
13,000 © o 
29,000 © © 
„25000 0 © 
10, 500 o o 
392,484 4 5. 
8,750 0 © 
1,750, 00 © o 
8,3357460 11 27 
The 
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* The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 1, ooo, oool. 
charged on the deduction of 6d, per pound on penſions, nor the 1, 800, oool. borrowed in 1767, charged on the 
ſupplies in 1768. 
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The WAs and MA xs for raiſing me foregoing fupplies. 


The malt tax, — — * : 700,000 0 0 
The land ditto, — — — 1, 528, 568 11 113 
By certain annuities, — — — 1, 300, 00 o 
By a lottery, * _ VE 600,000 © 
By Exchequer bills, — — — 1,800,000 o 
From the ſinking fund, — — — 2, 250, 00 © 
By certain ſurpluſſes, — — * 70,000 © 
By agreement with the Eaſt India Company, — 400, ooo o 
From certain exceſſes and balances, — — 106,358 17 
Total of ways and means provided, &. — — 8,754,927 9 
Ditto of ſupplies granted, &c. — — 8,335,746 11 
Exceſs of proviſions, — — — 419,180 18 


7 ä — 


The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia in England for one year, beginnigg 
March 25, 1768, was voted to be defrayed out of the monies I by the land tax, granted 
for the ſervice of the year 1768. 

A general ſtatement of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ſtanding out Jany- 
ary 5, 1768, with the annual intereſt, &c. 


Principal Debt. Annual Intereſt, &c. 
£. 4. d. 4 * 
* Exchequer, — — 2,036,681 12 95 153,338 4 8 
Eaſt India Company, — 4,200,000 © © 127,687 10 0 
Bank of England, — 96, 362,945 1 51 3,202,031 1 102 


By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1761; as alſo on the annuities of 1 per cent. 
for 98 years to the ſubſcribers to the loan of 
12,000,000. granted for the ſervice of the year 
1762, together with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, — — — 333,433 2 9 

South Sea Company, _ 27,125,309 13 112 829,507 8 15 
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Total, 129,724,930 8 24 4,645,997 7 5 
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5-68 The following additional duties and reſolutions were agreed = in this year, by the Houſe 


of Commons. 
February 23, —Grew or crow ſalt, ſalt ſcale, ſand ſcale, 3 4 or other foul alt, was 


allowed to be taken from the falt works in England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, to be 
ſold as manure, upon payment of a duty of 4d. per buſhel only. 

All policies, by which the property of one perſon, or of a particular number of perſons in 
one general partnerſhip, or of one body politic or corporate, in any ſhip, or cargo, or both, 
ſhould be aſſured to the amount of more than 10001, was voted to be ſtamped with two five 
ſhilling ſtamps. | 

So much of an act, made in the thirty-third year of George III. entitled, . An Act for en- 
couraging the Exportation of Rum and Spirits, of the Growth, Produce, and Manufacture 
of the Britiſh Sugar Plantations from this Kingdom, and of Britiſh Spirits made from Me- 
laſſes,” as directs that the rum, or ſpirits, of the growth, produce, and manufactures of the 
Britiſh ſugar plantations in America, which ſhould be entitled to the allowance of the duty of 
cuſtom, and freed from the duty of exciſe, on exportation thereof, ſhould be proof ſpirits, 
was repealed : and upon the exportation of ſuch rum, or ſpirits, there was an allowance or 
drawback, of all the duties of cuſtoms payable upon the importation thereof ; and ſuch rum, 
or ſpirits, were freed and diſcharged from all duties of exciſe, though the ſame ſhould not 
be proof ſpirits. 

A general account of the chriſtenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, 
from December 15, 1767, to December 13, 1768. 


CHRISTENED. BURIED. 
Males, 8,321 Males, 12, 134 
Females, 7,721 Females, 11, 505 

Total, 16,042 Total, 23,639 


Bills of births, burials, &c. in different parts of Great Britain and Europe, for the year 
1708. 
A Ta, 17,578; deaths, 20, 808; foundlings received, 6,025. 
Amſterdam, —born, 4,741 ; deaths, 9,656. 
Turin, —born, 2,962 ; deaths, 3,167. 
Koningſberg,—births, 2,152; deaths, 1,763. 
Dantzic,—births, 1,913; deaths, 2, 188. . 
Mancheſter and Selford, —births, 960; deaths, 867; marriages, 399. 
Darlington, births, 135; deaths, 194; marriages, 34. 
City and ſuburbs of York, births, 410; deaths, 505; marriages, 179. 
Norwich, births, 1,049 ; deaths, 1, 136. 
Newcaſtle and Gateſhead, births, 741; deaths, 773. 
Sunderland, births, 249; deaths, 403; marriages, gr. 


Whitby, births, 226; deaths, 203; marriages, 51. 
Cheſter.— births, 380; deaths, 422; marriages, 135. 
Liverpool, — births, 1,057; deaths, 1,073; marriages, 483. 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRISTMAS 1767, to CHrRisTMASs 1768, 


Countries. Imports, 
Africa, — — L. 67,249 1 4 
Canaries, — — 4785 5 5 
Denmark and Norway, — 79,043 15 5 
Eaſt Country, — — 318,840 13 4 
Eaſt India, — — 1, 507, 963 0 2 
Flanders, — — 118,595 16 5 
France, — — 133,100 7 3 
Germany, — — — 68, 562 17 9g 
Greenland, — 12,483 15 6 
Holland, — | — 4557814 4 9 
Ireland, — — 1,226,094 © 3 
Italy, — — — 675955 8 
Madeiras _ _ 3,864 16 8 
Portugal, — _ 391,502 3 8 
Ruſſia, — — — 934,817 13 6 
Spain, — — 472,045 2 © 
Streights, _ — 12,212 18 6 
Sweden, — — 204,278 17 2 
Turkey, — — — 103,679 10 4 
Venice, — — 78,209 6 4 
Alderney, — —— 134 15 © 
Guernſey, — — 21,880 3 4 
Jerſey, — — 144392 9 8 
Anguilla, — — 6,607 12 1 
Antigua, — — 330,0ũ13 9 4 
Barbadoes, — — — 281,461 3 8 
Bermudas, — 4 — 829 8 © 
Canada, _ — 37,162 6 4 
Carolina, — — 508, 108 6 10 
Dominica, — —— 203,828 14 8 
Florida, — — 14,078 6 3 
Georgia, —— — 42,402 13 10 
Granades, — — 376, 940 12 2 
Hudſon's Bay, — — 8,008 7 6 
Jamaica, — — ' 1,215,628 19 9 
Montſerrat, — —— 69,563 11 3 
Nevis, — — 71,144 17 10 
New England, — — 148,375 3 6 
Newfoundland, — —— 48,357 0 6 
New Providence, — — 483 © & 
New York, — — 7,115 6 10 
Nova Scotia, — — 3,247. 2 © 
Pennſylvania, — — 597406 8 5 
St. Chriſtopher's, —— 301,328 15 6 
St. Croix, — — 12,383 19 4 
St. Lucia, — — = 
St. Thomas, — — 8 
7 — — 35,762 6 8 
Tobago, — — — — — 
Tortola, — — $0,443 19 10 
Virginia and Maryland, — C 406,048 13 11 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, — 34,933. 1 
Weſt Indies in general, — — — — 
Totals, 11,878,661 2 7 
Exports exceed the Imports, 35239,321 13 6 


Exports. 
L. 612,392 9 8 
39,940 19 8 
173,041 7 10 
124, 15 3 
1,156,082 16 8 
608,258 9g. 1 
271,828 15 7 
1,499,732 9 4 
63 12 © 
1,744.974 5 8 
2,248,315 6 5 
781,350 11 11 
26,588 6 3 
711,908 4. 4 
126,569 14 4 
1,070,005 7 10 
91, 05 18 2 
56,352 19 7 
109,194 7 8 
41,294 17 8 
662 8 6 
29,031 7 6 
17,702 5 9 
132,139 9 6 
191,601 17 7 
10, 526 9g 11 
110,698 12 5 
289,808 12 3 
HATE 4 @£ 
3245/2 © 7 
56,562 13 5 
120, 419 18 2 
$,500 13 9 
473,140 13 3 
25572 5 10 
15,874 © 3 
419,797 9 4 
$0,701 2 2 
6,752 13 9 
482,930 14 4 
19, 571 12 10 
432,107 17 4 
1435739 0 7 
6,387 4 + 
241553 13 4 
485 © 2 
17,746 0 9 
475.954 © 2 
4,694 18 0 
3,328 15 8 
16,117,982 16 tg 
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The critical ſtate of our American colonies, had been mentioned in a very particular manner 
from the Throne at the opening. of this ſeſſion of Parliament, in the preceding month of No- 
vember; and, on this account, as well as the great importance of the ſubject, it was, of courſe, 
conſidered as the principal object of parliamentary attention. Indeed, the public looked with 
much ſolicitude to the operations of this ſeſſion ; when it was hoped, that an effectual remedy 
would be found for the growing diſcontents on the other fide of the Atlantic ocean. The 
heavy cenſures paſſed in his Majeſty's ſpeech on the conduct of one of the American colonies, 
could not but inereaſe the general expectation on the iſſue of a buſineſs in which the whole 
Britiſh empire was ſo deeply intereſted : they were alſo the previous tokens of the new ſyſtem 
which appeared to have been formed, at this time, in regard to America, and the determina» 
tion which the Britiſh government had made to change the lenity and. forbearance hitherto ex- 
erciſed, into ſeverity and compulſion, 

A committee of the whole Houſe of Commons had been formed early in the ſeſſion, for the 
purpoſe of an enquiry into American affairs, and many and long debates took place on the 
intereſting. ſubjects which naturally aroſe in the courſe of ſuch an important inveſtigation, 
At length, however, an addreſs. was preſented to the King by both Houſes, wherein they 
paſſed the ſevereſt cenſures on the conduct of the Aſſembly of Maſlachuſets, and declared its 
reſolutions, which tended to call in queſtion the authority of the ſupreme legiſlature to make 
laws to bind the colonies in all caſes whatſoever, to be illegal, unconſtitutional, and deroga- 
tory from the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. The circular letter alſo, which that aſ- 
ſembly had written to the other colonies, inviting them to join in a common -petition.againit 
thoſe claims, was, condemned as illegal, unconſtitutional, and unwarrantable in a people who 
acknowledged themſelves ſubject to the crown of Great Britain. It was no leſs reprobated as 
injurious to the Britiſh nation, and evidently calculated to ſpread diſcontent and create factions 
hoſtile to the parent ſtate, and directly ſubverſive of its ſovereignty over the colonies, 

The town of Boſton,. in particular, was-repreſented, by this addreſs, as the ſeat of lawleſs. 
tumult, in which no reſpect was paid to the civil government, and where the officers of his 
Majeſty's revenues were not only obſtructed in the execution of. their duty, but had been in 
manifeſt danger of loſing their lives on attempting to execute it. It was therefore urged, that 
the executive power ought to interpoſe, in order to effect that by force, which lenity had not, 
hitherto, been able to produce. a Eben 

In ſhort, after condemning, in the moſt unreſerved manner, the whole conduct of the peo- 
ple of Boſton, the addreſs expreſſed a moſt hearty concurrence in the meaſures that had been 
taken to reduce that town and province to the obedience due to. Great Britain. It promiſed a 


firm ſupport of all the meaſures neceſſary for that end, and concluded by adviſing, that an ex- 


emplary puniſhment ſhould be inflifted on the authors of the late diſorders. For this purpoſe 
it was requeſted, that George Barnard might be directed to tranſmit the fulleſt information 
he could obtain, of all treaſons or miſpriſion of treaſon committed within his government, 
ſince December 30, 1767, &c. that his Majeſty might iſſue a ſpecial commiſſion for enquiring 
into and determining upon the guilt of the offenders within this realm, according to a ſtatute 
ot Henry VIII. in caſe his Majeſty, on the Governor's report; ſhould ſee ſufficient ground 
tor ſuch proceeding. 

This conduct of adminiſtration was violently and ably. oppoſed”: but whether the Americans 
were right or wrong, was no longer a queſtion. An idea was now adopted, that the dignity 
of the ſtate muſt, at all hazards, be ſupported. This was indeed an argument of no ſmall 

weight,. 
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1769 weight; but the occaſion on which a nation's honour is to be aſſerted demanded an equal "YR 
of conſideration. However, the Miniſtry of that period, were of opinion that the Circum. 
ſtances of the moment juſtiſied the meaſures they had adopted, and intended to purſue, to 
ſuſtain the honour of government, and that they ſhould prove themſelves enemies to the na. 
tional character, if they did not inſiſt on a direct and explicit acknowledgment of the ſo. 
vereignty of Great Britain from the American colonies, 

As the agreement which the Eaſt India Company had entered into with Government, as 
well as the act for reſtraining their dividends were now near expiring, the company thought it 
a proper time, before another reſtraining bill was brought in, to make propoſals to the Mi. 
niſtry, for the baſis of a new agreement; to obtain, if poſſible, more equitable conditions, 
and to ſettle their affairs upon a more permanent foundation. A long negotiation, therefore, 
was entered into upon this ſubje&, and many propoſals made and refuſed. 

The great point which the company had in view, was to ohtain ſome return or compenſa- 
tion for the great ſum of money which they annually paid to government. For this purpoſe, 
among ſeveral other propoſals, a prolongation of their charter for five years was required, and 
conſidered as a moderate equivalent; it was, however, abſolutely refuſed. 

The obtaining money from the company, was now become a part of the ſyſtem of govern- 
ment; and was conſidered almoſt as a part of the current ſervice. The interference in their 
affairs, by reſtricting their dividends, demonſtrated to that body, that they were in the hands 
of a power which they were unable to reſiſt. They could not indeed but perceive, that it was 
too late to make conditions, and that even a ſmall relaxation of the reſtrictive power, was rather 
confidered as a favour than acknowledged as a compenſation, 

In theſe circumſtances, after a long train of negotiation, and the holding of ſeveral general 
courts upon the ſubject, an agreement was at length concluded, and a bill was accordingly 
brought in to confirm it, and paſſed into a law. 

By this agreement, the company continue to pay to the public for five years to come, the 
annual ſum of 400,000l, They are at liberty to increaſe their dividend in that time to 125 
per cent. the encreaſe not to exceed one per cent. in any one year, If the company from any 
cauſe are, during that time, under a neceſſity of reducing their dividends, an equal ſum ſhall 
be deducted from the annual payment made to government; but if their dividend ſhould be 
reduced to fix per cent, then the payment to the public is to be diſcontinued. The company 
are bound to export during this term, Britiſh goods equal in value, upon an average, with 
thoſe exported annually for the laſt five years: and if any ſurplus of the company's caſh ſhall 
remain in England, after payment of certain ſpecified e it is to be lent to the public at 
two per cent. 

Such were the terms of this agreement, and ſuch the opulence of a company of merchants, 
as, beſides the immenſe ſums they paid to government in duties, to be in a capacity to afford 
a yearly douceur to the public, which would be no inconfiderable revenue to a ſovereign 
Prince. 

At this period, the French Eaſt India Company preſents a very different commercial picture. 
This trading ſociety, which had long made a very capital figure in the commercial world, and 
ſeemed, within a very few years, to have been on the point of obtaining a monopoly of trade 
and power 1n the Eaſt, now ſunk into a ruined and bankrupt ſtate. The King immediately 
ſuſpended their excluſive privileges, and laid the trade to the Eaſt open to all his ſubjects; 
con- 


= *5 = * S * 4 p -— 
Z _ \ G - * ” s Fall. - — N A . : b 
* ou p 6 WY l on 3 «+ LO b U 2 As LI. N 9 * _ | - 
_ e N yy Jo — 0 Ng S# adn” 6 L k be 9 a A ö 3 * 9 — £ \ : : . —— . 114 1 
„ r oath. wah i k at; © py - * 2 r N 2 n = 08, 7 ny 9 n ph a W \ = = _ 
\ N N * 1 488 is” K EFF r c mw * „ 9 = of \ 

4 "A _ . * a. Wa, 14 55 R * Ks * I 6 1 nnr IS 1 — 3 

a * — q os 7 8 _— - * Gs 8 * 


or THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. : 129 


48 conſigning, at the ſame time, the affairs of the company, to the care of the miniſtry to adjuſt 


and ſettle. But the various ſchemes which were then formed for the reſtoration of the old 
companys and the eſtabliſhment of a new one, were accompanied with ſuch inſurmountable 
difficulties, as to prove wholly ineffectual. Nor was the laying open of the trade attended with 


the ſucceſs that was expected; the merchants being very ſlow in engaging in it, though the 


King, by way of encouragement, lent them ſome of his own ſhips to convey their commodi- 


ties to the Eaſt. The garriſon and civil ebabliſhments were, however, ſupported in their ex- 


iſting form by the crown. 

French commerce was alſo, at this time, greatly diſtreſſed by a continued courſe of bank- 
ruptcies, for very large ſums, throughout the kingdom: one of theſe failures, at Marſeilles, 
was for the amazing ſum of 20, ooo, ooo of livres. The deſperate manceuvre of the French 
miniſter, which, at one ſtroke, reduced the intereſt of the public funds to 14 per cent. with- 
out allowing an alternative of withdrawing their money to the public creditors, and at the 
fame time taking away the ſurvivorſhip in the tontines, ſtruck at the root of all national faith, 
and was attended with vety fatal conſequences to the private, as well as public credit of the 
nation. 

July 12. The following queſtion was determined by ballot at the Eaſt India Houſe, by 
279 votes againſt 259—** That this court do agree with the court of directors, that it is neceſ 
ſary, at this time, to ſend out a commiſſion with extraordinary Nerz. to regulate their af 
fairs in India.“ 

The eircumſtances of the Eaſt India Company at this period, required ſome deciſive regu- 
lations relative to the oriental adminiſtration of their affairs; which might, among other good 
conſequences, remove the diſſatisfaction which had prevailed throughout the nation with re- 
ſpect to the management of them. 

The conſequences of the late war in the Carnatic were not confined to the Eaſt Indies: the 
alarm was caught at home, where the diſtance of the object, and tlie uncertain knowledge of 
the danger, having room to operate upon the imagination, multiplied, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, 
the fears of the people concerned in ſo great a degree, that India ſtock fell above 60 per cent. 
in a few days. It was in vain that the directors produced their diſpatches from India, and 
ſhewed that the Company had never been in a more flouriſhing ſtate: the contrary opinion 
was ſo prevalent, that time alone eould correct the conſequences of it. 

It was at this time that the directors thought it neceſſary to take ſome effectual mexſares to 
check the abuſes and miſmanagements which had ſo much diſgraced the Company's govern- 
ment in India, and which had been ſo pernicious to its interefts both there and at home.— 
For this important purpoſe, it was thought neceſſary that three gentlemen of character, as well 
as of great ability and experience in the Company's affairs in that part of the world, ſhould 
be inveſted with extraordinary powers, and ſent thither under the character of ſuperviſors, with 
full authority to examine. into and rectify the concerns of every department, and a full power 
of controul over all their other ſervants in India. This reſolution of the directors was con- 
firmed, as we have juſt related, by a vote of the general court ef proprietors; and, after ſome 
delays, occaſioned by the interference of government, Mr. Vanſittart, Mr. Serafton, and Co- 
lonel Ford, all of whom had before ſerved with reputation, the two firſt in a civil, and the 
latter in a military capacity, in that part of the world, were accordingly appoluted to this 
ſervice, 
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1709 According to tho account of a French writer on the ſubje& of the Guinea trade, the fol. 
lowing number of negro ſlaves were this year-bartered for on-the coaſt of Africa, from Cape 
Blanco to Rio Congo, by the different European nations. 


Great Britain, — 53, 100 
Britiſh America, — 6, 300 
France, — 23,520 
Holland, — 11, 300 
Portugal, — 17, 0 
Denmark, — 1, 200 
In all, | 97 120 n by barter for European and Indian 


manufactures, chiefly at about 1 fl. each. 


Total amount of Britiſh ſhips and ſeamen employed in the trade danse, Great Britin and 
her colonies on the continent of Ameriea, in this year. 


Colonies. | Ships. Seamen. 
Hudſon's Bay, — — 4 130 
Labrador, (American veſſels) 120 
Newfoundland, (2,000 boats) — 380 20, 560 
Canada, — —— — a 408 
Nova Scotia, — — 6 72 
New England, — — 46 582 
Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, and New raue. 3 36 
New York, — — 30 330 
Pennſylvania, — — 35 390 
Virginia and Maryland, — — 330 3,960 
North Carolina, _ — 34 408 
South Carolina, — — 140 1,680 
Georgia, — — — 24 240 
St. Auguſtine, — — 2 24 
Penſacola, — _ — . 120 


Total ſhips; 1,078 28, 910 Total ſeamen, 


——— — — 


The * of ſhips which paſſed the Sound this year, is as follows ;— 


From Bremen, 99 From Lubeck, 49 
— Courland, 10 —  Pruſha, 296 
— Denmark, 1,032 — Rufha, 35 
—  Dantzick, 262 — Roſtock, 62 
— England, 1,842 —— Sweden, 1,149 
— France, 13 — Spain, - 
— Holland, 2,508 — — 
— Famburg, 20 Total, 94,250 


The 
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The following pills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aſſent this year:— 
A bill to continue and amend an act for the free importation of Iriſh 0 proviſions for a 
further limited time, and alſo from the American colonies. 


For carrying into execution propoſals made by the Eaſt India Company for the payment of 
400,000l. annually to the public, for a limited time, * 


For making perpetual an act of the 1ſt of George III. to continue the duties for the encour-- 
agement of the coinage of money. 

For allowing liberty to carry rice from South Carolina and Georgia to other nets of 
America, 

For making a navigable cut or anc from. Oxford to Coventry 

For further encouraging the growth of filk in America. 

For the better ſecuring the duties of cuſtoms. 

For permitting the free importation of raw hides from Ireland and America, 

For diſcontinuing upon the exportation of iron imported in foreign ſhips, the Adee of 


ſuch parts of the duties payable thereon, as exceed the duties payable upon iron imported in 
Britiſh ſhips, &c. 


For improving the navigation of the Clyde. 


For permitting from Jerſey and Guernſey the exportation of goods to Newfoundland. 


For the preſervation of harbour moorings, and puniſhing perſons ſtealing his Majeſty's 
naval ſtores, 


SUPPLIES —_ by Parliament for this year ;— 4 
For 16,000 ſeamen, including marines, &, — 832,000 © o 
For 17,142 land-forces, &c, — — 602,673 15 7 
For maintaining garriſons in the plantations, Gibraltar, &c. &c, 397,335 18 7F 
For the difference of pay betwcen the Britiſh and Irifh eftabliſhments | 
of five regiments and four companies of foot, &c. — 4,661 12 7 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &c. — — 12, 203 11 6% 
For defraying the charge of full pay, &c. to certain reduced officers, &c. 4.763 5 © 
For the ordinary of the navy, &c. — — 410,255 8 1 
Towards building and repairing ſhips, &c. &c. — 282,413 © 0 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, PE CF 8) ON. 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for by Parlia- 4 
ment in 1768, — — — — 43,812 19 0 
For widows penſions, &c. — — — 1,480 0 © 
For reduced officers, &c. — _ — 127,020 © 0 
For allowances to certain reduced officers and private gentlemen of 
the two reduced troops of horſe-guards, &c. — _ 1,331 © 0 
Towards the charge of Chelſea out-penſioners, — 107, 394 15 10 
Towards the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 44375 17 1 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — _ -.* 4,080 0 © 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, &c. — — — 4,759 © 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, &c. — — — 4,800 0 0 
On account of ſurveys in America, — — — 4 © 
Towards the civil eſtabliſhment of Senegambia, — | 5,550 0 0 
R 2 Carried forward, £+ 3,030,140 6 14 
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u *n 5 £65 Brought over, LF. 3,030,140 6 14 
For diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, &c. 7 — | 15800, 0 o 

To Charles Dingley of London, merchant; as a reward for his having | 
erected and brought to perfection, for the benefit of the public, a wind 
ſaw-mill at Limehouſe, for the purpoſe of manufacturing timber into 
wainſcot and deals; and as a recompence for the loſs he ſuſtained in the 
wilful deſtruction of the ſaid wind ſaw-mill, by a number of riotous and 


diforderly perſons, — — — * | 2,000 0O' 


o 
To diſcharge the arrears of the civil lift; — — 513,511 © 0 
Towards erecting a magazine for gunpowder in Portſmouth harbour, 4,000 0 o 
Towards the extraordinaries of the land- forces, &c. not provided for 
by Parliament, — — n — 238,557 2 2 
For replacing to the ſinking fund the like ſum iſſued thereout, 47,531 18 6 
For ditto, . — — . 18,930 3 42 
To the Foundling Hoſpital, _ — — 19,957 10 0 
To ditto, to apprentice certain children, — — 5,600 o o 
To repay the governors of the ſaid hoſpital the like ſum advanced by them, 3231 16 © 
To make good the like ſum, iſſued by his Majeſty orders, in purſu- 
ance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, — 16, 50 o o 
Towards an additional building, &c. to the Houſe of Commons, 3,000 0 0 
Towards diſcharging the debts of the navy, 3 SVs 400,000 | 0 0 
To make good the deficiency of grants for the ſervice of 1768, 186,043 1 4+ 
For repairing and maintaining forts, &c. on the coaſt of Africa, 2,000, © o 
To pay the prizes in the preſent lottery, & c — — 600,000 o 0 
To the Levant Company, to affiſt it in carrying on its trade, 5,C00' O © 
Towards making a new road to Holyhead at the foot of Penmaen Mawr, . 2,000 0 o 
To Frederick Lafontaine, &c. to encourage the making of faltpetre, 2,000 o oO 
Total of Supplies,. 6,900,002 17. 105 
Wars and M axs for this year: | fo . - 
Malt-tax, — — — — 700, oũ00 o o 
The land- tax, — — — 1,528,508 11 1147 
By Exchequer bills, —— — — 5 1,800,000 © o 
The Eaſt India Company, — — i 400,000 © o 
Lottery, — _. — — — 780, 00 © o 
Out of certain ſavings, &c. — — — 30,000 © o 
Certain ſurpluſſes, — — _ — 8 135,177 15 62 
From the ſinking fund, — — — 1,664,822 4 57 
Out of certain unapplied monies, &c. — _ 109,864 19 47 
Out of certain monies in the Exchequer, for the diſpoſal of Parliament, 59,879 8 57 
Total of ways and means, 7,208,312 19 94 
Supply granted, — 6,900,002 17 10F 
Exceſs of proviſions, — L. 308,310 1 115 
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35 + The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia-for this year, from March 25, 1769. 


was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies arifing by the land+tax granted for the ſervice of 
the year 1709. | ti 

Additional duties, regulation of "ITS, and bounces | in this year; | 

March 14.— The duties of exciſe, payable upon ſeal ſkins, tanned, tawed, or dreſſed, within 
this kingdom, were taken off; and in lieu thereof, a duty of exciſe of 14 was laid upon every 
pound weight avoirdupois of ſuch {ſkins : the ſaid a was s applied to the ſame uſes as thoſe 
taken off had been appropriated. 

April 11, —Such-of the monies as ſhould be paid into the receipt of the iRiver, after 
April 4, 1769, and before April 5, 1770, of the produce of the duties charged by an act of 
the fifth of his preſent Majeſty, upon the importation and exportation of gum Senega and 
gum Arabic, were ordered to be applied towards making good the fupply granted to his 
Majeſty. 

April 12. Such part of the duties which had been, or ſhould be, paid upon iron imported 
into foreign- built ſhips, navigated by foreigners, as exceeds the duties payable upon iron im- 
ported in Britiſh-built ſhips, navigated by Britiſh. ſubjects, were voted not to 2 drawn back 
upon re- exportation. 

The drawback formerly payable upon the exportation of foreign rough hemp, and which 
was diſcontinued by an act of the fixth of his preſent Majeſty, was reſtored, upon condition 
that the pre-emption thereof be offered to the commiſſioners of the navy. The act of the 
fourth of his preſent Majeſty, for granting a liberty to carry rice from the provinces of South 
Carolina and Georgia, directly to any part of America to the ſouthward of the ſaid provinces; 
and alſo a clauſe in an act of the fifth of his ſaid Majeſty, for more effectually ſecuring and 
eucouraging the trade of his Majeſty's American dominions; for repealing the inland duty on 
coffee, and granting an inland duty on all coffee imported, except of the growth of the Britiſh 
dominions in America; for altering the bounties and drawbacks upon ſugars exported; for 
repealing part of an act of the twenty-third of his late Majeſty, whereby bar iron made in the 
{aid dominions, was prohibited to be exported from Great Britain, or carried coaſtwiſe ; and 
for regulating the fees of the officers of the cuoms in the faid dominions, which gives liberty 
to export rice from North Carolina, in the ſame manner as are enacted by the act of the fourth 
of his preſent Majeſty, with reſpect to-South Carolina and Georgia, being near expiring were 
thought fit to be continued. 

April 158. — The act of the firſt of his preſent Majeſty, to continue the duties for the en- 
couragement'of coinage of money, was made perpetual. 

April 17.—The annual ſum of 1, 5c0l. granted to his Majeſty for the principal ſecretaries of 
ſtate, to be diſtributed among the clerks, in compenſation for the advantages which they en- 
joyed from their ſending and receiving letters and packets free from the duty of poſtage, before 
the commencement of the act of the fourth of his preſent Majeſty, for preventing frauds and 
abuſes in ſending and receiving letters and packets free from the duty of poſtage, was made 
payable out of the revenues from the poſt office. 

April 18. As the further encouragement of the growth and culture of raw ſilk, in his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions in America, would be of great advantage to the trade and manufactures of 
Great Britain, a bounty was granted in the manner following, viz. during the firſt ſeven years, 

the ſum of 251, for every 100l. value of ſuch raw filk; during the next ſeven years, the ſum of 
20]. for every 100l. and during the laſt ſeven years, the ſum of 151. for every 100l. which was 
ordered to be paid out of his Majeſty's cuſtoms. 


IMPORTS: 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRISTMAS 1568, to CHRISTMAS 1769. : 
| Exports. 


77 


— 
+ 
m4 


174,435 


306, 600 
31,863 


29.509 


$8,340 
113,054 
4,05 


570, 40 


23, 110 
10,428 
207,993 
64,080 
6,682 


74,918 


109,271 
199,909 


2,809 
115,609 
8 


6,119 
27, 106 


488,362 


11,352 


+ 
— 


— 
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— 


17 11 
4 10 
10 4 
16 10 
1 
12 10 


£8: 4 


$ 7 
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Countries. Imports. 
Africa, — — — = & 58,955 12 6 
Canaries, — 6,612 1 11 
Denmark and Norway, — 82, 469 
Eaſt Country, — — 150,481 13 
Eaſt India, _ — 1,803,233 14 10 
Flanders, 7. .- — 103,270 18 3 
France,' — * 91,245 611 
Germany, = — 619,181 119 
Greenland, — — 21,353 © 5 

_ Holland, — — 323,720 14 8 
Ireland, — — 1,205,107 12 
Italy, — _ — _0939,045 19 © 
Madeiras, — — * 1 
Portugal, — — 395% „120 9 1 
Ruſſia, _ _ — 1,038,614 15 10 
Spain, — — — 577.816 4 
Streights, TX ND T>71 2 8 7 
Sweden, — — 182,896 8 3 
Turkey, — — 144,419 17 3 
Venice, — — — 60,370 5 
Alderney, — — 222-2 0 
Guernſey, — — 17,912 12 1 
Ierſey, — — — 1 
Anguilla, _— — 3.747 17 3 
Antigua, = — 232,680 8 
Barbadoes, — — 254,092 15 6 
Bermudas, — — 1,744 19 3 
Canada, — — 43.434 2 3 
Carolina, — — 387,114 12 1 
Dominica, —— _ 158,543 2 4 
Florida, — — 1.744 12 2 
Georgia, _ — 82,270 2 3 
Grenades, — — 307,562 15 1 
Hudſon's Bay, — — 7 
Jamaica, _ — 1,266,630 9 4 
Montſerrat, — — 77,053 16 © 
Nevis, _— _ — 40,379 4 6 
New England, _ — 130 3 6 
Newfoundland, _ — $0,035 3 3 
New Providence, — +435 15 11 
New York, — — 73,466 3 9 
Nova Scotia, — — 8 

Pennſylvania, — — 26,1 x4 
„St. Croix, — — 18,220 1 3 
St. Kitts, — — 224,000 9 9 
St. Vincent, — — 2.772 93 
Tobago, — — — 
Tortola, — — Ty res 1 
Virginia and Maryland, — $2 '© 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies — 13 226 

Totals, I 1,908, 560 16 5 
Exports exceed the Imports, 1,529,675 10 6 


13,438,236 6 11 
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The chriſtenings and burials vithin the bills of mortality of London and Weſtminſter for 


this year, are as follows: . 


a Males, 8, 569 Buried, Males, © F1,033 
Females, | 8,145 . Females, 10,814 
16 Ay 21,847 


At Pai 0 births amounted” to 19,445 ; deaths, 18,427; marriages, 4, 860. The num 
ber of foundlings received: into the hoſpitals there, were 6,426. 


The troops which were ſtationed at Boſton had not produced thoſe ends for which they had: 
been ſent thither ; the colonies ſtill continued their former reſolution: to oppoſe Britiſh impor- 
tations. Aſſociations were publicly formed for this purpoſe; they met regularly, as if duly 
authoriſed by law; and appointed. committees to inſpect the cargoes of all veſſels arriving from 
Britain. Severe cenſures were paſſed upon all who refuſed to.concur in thoſe aſſociations; 
and their names were publiſhed in the newſpapers, as enemies to their country. In ſome 
caſes, goods imported. from Great Britain were immediately ſeized as ſoon as landed; and 
ſecured in warehouſes to prevent their ſale; in other caſes they were re-ſhipped and ſent back 
to Great Britain. 

Nothing, however, had yet been done in England reſpecting the affairs of the colonies ;. 
but a. petition. being, at this time, preſented by the American merchants, ſetting forth the 
great loſſes they had ſuſtained by, and the fatal effects of the late laws, which, for the purpoſe 
of raiſing a revenue in the colonies, had impoſed duties upon goods exported from Great Bri- 
tain ; the Miniſtry of Great Britain thought proper to bring in a bill to repeal ſo much of the 
late act, as related to the impoſing a duty on paper, painter's colours and glaſs; but in order 
to preſerve the dignity of the legiſlature, and. merely to ſave the national honour, the duty 
upon tea was continued. 

Many ſtrong arguments were produced in favour of repealing the act in toto; among which, 
it was inſiſted that the tax would amount to no more than ſixteen thouſand pounds; that to 
collect it, the whole eſtabliſhment of cuſtom houſes, &c. muſt be continued, and that it would 
be very naturally conſidered in America, as an inlet to other taxes on the ſame plan, whenever 
time and opportunity were more favourable than the preſent, for the Britiſh Miniſtry to make 
ſuch an attempt :—ſubſequent experience too fully proved, that this mode of reaſoning was 
founded in truth. The continuance of. the duty upon tea, trifling as it was, excited diſcon- 


tents in the colonies. to a very violent degree, and their objections to it were-preciſely thoſe 


which had been offered by the oppoſition in Parliament; that it would.be made a precedent, 
upon which.others of the ſame nature might in future be demanded, 
March 26.— At a general court of the Eaſt India Company, at their houſe in. Leadenhall- 


ſtreet, the following queſtion was determined by ballot :. 


{© That the dividend on the capital ſtock of this company, for the half year, commencing at 
Chriſtmas laſt, and ending at Midſummer next, be at ſix per cent.“ 
For the queſtion, 139 —— Againſt it, 1. 


The following order of the ry of-Commons een on the 27th of April, in the Lon- 
don Gazette. 


« Fovis, 26 die Aprilis, 1770. 
* Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do forthwith give notice, that the ſum of 1, $00,000. capital. 
ſock of annuities,. after the, rate of 3l. 10s, per cent. eſtabliſhed by an act made in the 29th 


8 ; Year. 
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of his late Majeſty King George II. intituled, An a& for granting to hu: 
Majeſty the, ſum of 2,000,000, to be raiſed by way of annuities and a lottery, and chargeq 
upon the ſinking fund, .redeemable by Parliament, and for extending to Ireland the laws made 
in this kingdom againſt private and unlawful lotteries, will be redeemed and paid off on the 


_ -#2th day of February next, after diſcharging the intereſt then payable in reſpect of the lame, 


agreeable to the clauſes and powers of redemption contained in the faid act. 
Which order, thus fignified and publiſhed by me, is to be ſufficient notice of the repay. | 
ment of 1,500,000]. for which the ſaid annuities were eſtabliſhed, and of the redem 
tion of the annuities as are attending the ſame, | 400 ˙ e | 
FLETCHER NORTON, Speaker. 
The following eſtimate was this year publiſhed in France, of the produce of that part of the 
iſland of Hiſpaniola, in the poſſeſhon of the French, and generally known by the name of 
St. Domingo. 1 WS 249% Ak | 
Sagar, two-thirds brown, 160,000 hogſheads, ten hundred weight each, FTbns 5 


at 15], ſterling per hagſhead, — — S425 2, 400, ooo © : 
Coffee, 5,000,000 pounds, at 4d. per pound, = — 283,333 6 8 
Cotton, 8, ooo bags, 300 pounds weight each, at 151. per bag, 120, 000 © o 
Tanned leather, 20, ooo hides, at 208. per hide, 14 17 20,000 © o 
Indigo, 2,000,000 pounds weight, at 3s. per pound, —— 1 50, ooo © o 
Total, 2,773,333 6 8 


11» 


— 


In the courſe of this year 3, 890 ſhips were cleared from Newcaſtle, of which 3,520 were 
coaſtwiſe, and 370 for foreign countries. | 
The groſs produce of the duty on hops for one year, ending the 5th of January, 1771. 


£35 . | 


Barum, _ — — 9992 
Bath, ; — — — e 6 6 
Bedford, — * 48 16 o 
Bucks, — — — p 19 9 4 
Cambridge, 3 — 4 1 
Canterbury, — _ 27,000 4 2 
Cornwall, — _ e231 Y:i>x 
Derby, — — 406 11 © 
Doncaſter, _ — $$ $6 
Dorſet, — — — Iz 0-4 
Eflex, — — 2,781 19 8 
Exon, — | — 24 10 x 
Glouceſter, — — 23-40 3 
Grantham, — — 43 17 © 
Hants, — — 8,324 12 11 
Hereford, — — 700 1 
Hertford, — — $622 8 
Lincoln, — _ 1,798 7 4 


neee 7 ꝶ6—ͤ—ꝛ—: — 


Carried over, 48,442 17 3 
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I FFF 

Brought over, 48,442 17 3 

Lynn, 7 * 22 7 3 
Mancheſter, — * 75 13 10 
Northampton, — _ > ˙« 585, GS 
Norwich, _ — 22 16 2 
Oxon, — — — o 811 
Reading, _ — 1,221 7 11 
Rocheſter, — — 28,243 12 8 
Sarum, — — 129 15 8 
Salop, — — — 9 2 0 
Sheffield, —— — 704 18 8 
Suffolk, — — 1,191 10 © 
Surry, — m — — _ 138 17 11 
Suſſex, — — 13,687 2 8 
Taunton, — — 6 13 o 
Tiverton, — — 1 
Eaſt — — Oo 15 4 

Wales, | Middle, — — 33290 
Weſt, PEN 3 4 7 8 
Wolverhampton, — wo 4,340 14 10 
Worceſter, . — — 2,011 14 4 
Total, 101,081 2 10 


— 
—— , 


The following bills, relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aſſent | in the courſe 
of this year : 

To continue an act for allowing the free exportation of tallow, hog's lard, and greaſe, for 
a further limited time, | 
For better regulating the navigation of the river Trent, from Wilden Ferry, in the county 


of Derby, to Gainſborough in Lincolnſhire, 


For allowing the exportation of malt for a limited time. 

For repealing part of an act, for granting certain duties in the Britiſh colonics in America. 

To amend an act to make a navigable cut, or canal, from the Trent, at or near Wilden 
Ferry, in Derbyſhire, to the river Merſey, &. 

To continue the terms and powers granted, for keeping in repair the harbour of Minchead 


in Somerſetſhire. 


To continue the NA granted for Tepairing the harbour and quay of Watchett, in the ſaid 


county. 
To continue an act for encouraging the making of indigo i in the Britifh Planiatians 3 in 
America. 
To appropriate a fund for granting to his Majefty additional duties on certain foreign linens 
imported, and for eſtabliſhing a fund for encouraging the raiſing and dreſſing hemp and flax. 
To continue an act for granting a bounty on Britiſh and Iriſh linens exported. 
Vol. IV. 8 For 
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For regiſtering the prices at which corn is fold, in the ſeveral counties in Great Britain, | 
t The preamble to this act only ſuggeſts, that a regiſter of the prices at which corn is ſola 
in the ſeveral counties of Great Britain, will be of public and general advantage: for which 
reaſon the juſtices of the peace for each county in Great Britain, are required, at their quarter 
ſeſſions, next after September 29, annually to direct returns to be made weekly of the prices 
of wheat, rye, barley, oats and beans, from ſo many market-towns within their reſpectiye 
counties, as they ſhall think proper, not being leſs than two, nor more than ſix; and to ap- 
point a proper perſon to ſend the ſame to a perſon to be appointed to receive them; and in cafe 
ſuch perſon ſhall die, neglect his duty, or become incapable of performing it, any two juſtices 
acting for the county, may appoint another till the next quarter ſeſſions, at which the Juſtices 
may either confirm ſuch appointment, or chuſe another. 

*© By this act, the meal-weighers of the city of London are to take an account of the prices at 
the markets, within the ſaid city, and return the average weekly to the perſon appointed to re- 
ceive the ſame, 

The juſtices for each county ſhall cauſe alfo a ſtandard Wincheſter buſhel of eight gallons to 
be kept at every market town, from whence ſuch returns ſhall be made; and ſuch returns ſhall 
be the average prices by the cuſtomary meaſure of each reſpective market; and alſo by that 
Wincheſter buſhel. 
© « By this act, the Lord High Treaſurer is empowered to appoint a fit perſon to receive the 
returns at the Treaſury, and to enter them fairly in a book kept for that purpoſe; and all ex- 
ports and imports of grain from and into Great Britain, with the bounties paid and received 
thereon, to be tranſmitted annually to the ſame perſon, and regiſtered in proper books by the 
perſon appointed to receive the returns 4 the prices from the ſeveral counties. It was enact- 
ed to continue in force for ſeven years.” 

To explain and amend ſeveral acts, for providing a public reward for diſcovering the lon- 
gitude at ſea. 

A bill to prevent delays of juftice, by reaſon of privilege of Parliament. 

Though this bill appears, at the firſt view, to be a mere practical alteration in law: proceſs, 
a little further examination will diſcover it, in its conſequences, to operate very powerfully as a 
commercial advantage, and. on that account we ſhall give a ſhort abſtract of it. 

< Tt is thereby enacted, that from the 24th of June in this year, any perſon may, at any 
time, commence or proſecute any action or ſuit, in any court of record, or court of admiralty, 
and in all cauſes matrimonial and teſtamentary, againſt any Peer or Lord of Parliament of 
Great Britain, or againſt any of the knights, citizens and burgeſſes, and the commiſſioners 
for ſhires and burghs of the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, or againſt their memal or 
other ſervants, or any other perſon entitled to the privilege of the Parliament of Great Britain; 
and no ſuch action, ſuit, or any other proceſs or proceeding thereupon, ſhall at any time be 
impeached, ſtayed, or delayed, by or under colour or pretence of any privilege of Parliament. 

« It is nevertheleſs provided, that nothing in this act ſhall extend to ſubje& the perſon of 
any Lord or Member of Parliament to be arreſted or impriſoned upon any ſuch ſuit or pro- 
ceeding : by this act, however, obedience may be enforced to any rule of his Majeſty's courts, 
againſt any perſon entitled to privilege of Parliament, by diſtreſs infinite; and the iſſues 
arifing from ſuch diſtreſs may be ſold, from time to time, for the payment of the plaintiff's 
coſts, &c.“ 


A bill for the better regulating perſons employed in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company. 
For 


3 
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275 For compleating the navigation of the river Swale, from its junction with the Ure to Mer- 


ton bridge, in Yorkſhire. 

For making a navigable canal from Leeds to the fea bank, near the North Ladies Walk, 
by Liverpool. 

For extending the like liberty to the exportation of rice from Eaſt and Weſt Florida, to the 
ſouthward of Cape Finiſterre, in Europe, as is granted to Carolina and Georgia, 

To continue an act for allowing the free importation of ſalted proviſions from Ireland, and 
from the American colonies, for a further limited time. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for the year 1770. E & 

For 17, 666 land forces, &c. — — — 624,992 © 2 
For maintaining garriſons in the Plantations, Gibraltar, &c. 383,248 1 11 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhment of 

five battalions, &c. — — — — 4.533 12 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff officers, &c. 3 12,203 18 62 
For defray ing the charge of full pay for one ycar, for certain reduced 

officers, — — — — — 4.513 16 8 
For the penſions payable to widows of certain reduced officers, 664 © © 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces and 

marines for the year 1770, — — — 223,233 2 6 
For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen- of the two reduced 

troops of horſe guards, &c. _ — — 1,289 1 3 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice 166,984 11 5 
For defraying the expence of ſervice performed by the office of ordnance 

for land ſervice, not provided for by Parliament in 1769 — 40, 933 10 8 
For 16,000 ſeamen, &c. - — — — 832,000 © © 
For the ordinary of the navy, — — 406,380 13 11 
Towards building, repairing, &c, of ſhips, &c." — | 283,087 © 0 
Towards the extraordinaries of his Majeſty's land forces, &c. not pro- 

vided for by Parliament, _ — — 235,264 10 9 
Towards the charge of Chelſea out- penſioners, — 112,423 4 7 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Weſt Florida, &c. 4,800 o 0 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, &c. — — — 4.750 © © 
Ditto of Georgia, &c. _ _ — _ 3.085 0 0 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 4.230 © 5 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, e 1,885 4 0 
On account of the civil government of Senegambia, &. — 5,550 © © 
For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — — I $00,000 d--0 
To the African Company, for maintaining forts, &c. on the coaſt of 

Africa, — — — — — 13,0 “0 © © 
Towards aſſiſting the inhabitants of Barbadoes in defraying the expence | 

of cleanſing the channel, repairing the mole, and rendering the* harbour 

more ſafe and commodions, — — — 6, % O © 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum which has been iſſued, in . 

purſuance of addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, — 13,100 © © 


Hi. 
* 


8 2 Carried over, 5.087,76 1 9 6 
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A. v. | 1 . 
3790 © | IS 8 | | p 4 4 
| RON : Brought over, $5,087,761 9 
| To the Britiſh Muſeum, — v.27 22th — 2,000 0 
: | For a more commodious paſſage to the Houſe of Commons, 2,000 © 


On account, to enable his Majeſty to diſcharge the debts owing upon 
the forfeited eſtates in Scotland; and alfo for paying and diſcharging the 
prices agreed to be paid to the Lords Superiors, for the purchaſe of the 

. ſaperiorities of, and likewiſe for their claims of property to, certain ſpe- 


cified eſtates which were forfeited in that kingdom, — 72,000 © 
To replace to the finking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame, to | 
make good certain deficiencies, &c. — — — 46,463 12 8 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1769, $5,011 7 5ST 
To diſcharge certain unſatisfied claims and demands incurred during 
the late war in Germany, &c. — — — 45,505 12 © 
To the Levant Company, to aſſiſt the ſaid company in carrying on 
their trade. — — — _ 5,000. © © 
On account, to the Foundling Hoſpital, &c. — — 9,650 o 0 
To enable the ſaid hoſpital to apprentice certain children, &c. 3,500 © 0 
To enable his Majeſty to redeem and pay off the N ſtock of certain 
annuities, &c, — — — — 1, 500, 00 o o 
To pay the benefit prizes of the lottery charged upon the ſupplies of 
the current year, — — — — 500, 000 © 0 
On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 
North Britain, — _ _ _ 6,998 10 2 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — I00,000 o o 


To enable his Majeſty to make compenſation to Francis Dalby, of 

London, merchant, for the damages which the ſaid Francis Dalby ſuffer- 

ed by the ſtoppage and loſs of his ſhip called the Britannia, at Mahon, 

by order of the late Admiral Matthews, and by the uſe, employment and 

detainer of his ſhip called the Francis, by order of the commanders of 

his Majeſty's fleets, — — — _ 6,195 8 11 
To enable his Majeſty to make good the like ſum which has been paid 

to ſeveral perſons in the county of Southampton, as a compenſation for 

certain loſſes and expences incurred, purſuant to ſeveral orders of council, 


| for preventing the ſpreading of the diſtemper among the horned cattle, 796 7 6 
i To John Hatſell, Eſq. clerk of the Houſe of Commons, towards de- 5 
N fraying the expence of printing the journals of the Houſe, &c. — 600 O0 © 


To be advanced to ſuch perſon, or perſons, as the Speaker of this 
Houſe ſhall authorize to receive the ſame, towards defraying the expence 
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of making a general index to the journals of this Houſe, — 500 0 0 
Towards defraying the expence of printing 1,250 copies, of ſuch par- 
liamentary and other records as his Majeſty ſhall think fit, — 6,000 o o 


Total of ſupplies, 7,450, 42 8 3 
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Wars and Mz ans for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. | SARI PE: 8s" 
Duty on malt, &c. — — mu 700,000 0 
Land tax, — — — — 1,528, 568 11 114 
Exchequer bills, — — _ 1,800,000 o o 
From the certain ſurpluſſes of the finking fund, &c, — 299,375 6 6 
From the Eaſt India Company — — 400,000 © © 
For the ſpecified ſurplus of the ſinking fund, remaining in the Exche- 
quer, for the diſpoſition of Parliament, — — 773,240 16 o 
From a ſurplus, over and above the ſaid ſurplus, of the finking fund, 13,596 5 lor 
By a lottery, — — — — 500,000 © 0 
From the finking fund, — — — 1,700,000 © © 
By a balance remaining in the office of the paymaſter-general, &c, 55,495 15 87 
From the duties, &c. directed to be reſerved for the diſpoſition of Par- 
liament, towards protecting and defending the Britiſh colonies, &c. 20,000 © 0 
By the final balance of the Earl of Kinnoul, formerly paymaſter of his 
Majeſty's forces, &c. — Ri _ 3-948 3 7 
Total Ways and Means, — 7,794, 224 19 8 
Total Supplies, — — 7,450,042 8 3 
Exceſs of Proviſions, — 344,182 11 FC 


—— — 


* 


The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia of England, for one year, beginning 
the 25th of March, 1770, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies ariſing by the land-tax 
granted for the ſervice of the ſaid year. 

An account of additional duties, regulations, bounties, &c, in the courſe of this year :— 

The bounties granted on Britiſh and Iriſh linens exported, by an act made in the 29th of 
his late Majeſty, were continued :—And the duties on the importation of foreign raw linen- 
yarn, which are taken off by the ſaid act, were further diſcontinued, —A bounty was alſo 
allowed on the exportation of Britiſh chequed and ſtriped linens : and the ſum of 15,0001. 
granted by an act paſſed in the th of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, An Act for granting to 


bis Majeſty additional Duties on certain foreign Linens imported into this Kingdom, and for 


eſtabliſhing a Fund for the encouraging of the raiſing and drefling of Hemp and Flax,” was 
voted to be appropriated. 

The duties payable upon the importation into this kingdom of baſt or ſtraw, chip, cane, or 
horſe-hair hats and bonnets, and upon certain materials for making the ſame, ceaſed and 
determined: and, in lieu of all former duties, any of theſe articles, which, after the 24th of 


June, 1570, ſhould be imported into this kingdom, were to pay the old ſubſidy, granted by 


the act of tonnage and poundage, made in the 12th of Charles II. after the rate of 128. 6d. per 
dozen; each hat or bonnet not exceeding 22 inches diameter; and 11. 5s. per dozen, of ſuch 
hats, &c. as ſhould exceed 22 inches diameter.—And, in lieu of all former duties, all platting, 
or other manufactures of the aforeſaid materials, proper for making of hats or bonnets, which, 
after the 24th of June, 17/0, ſhould be imported into this kingdom, were to pay the ſaid old 
ſubſidy, after the rate of bs. 8d. for every pound weight avoirdupois. 
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Countries, 


Africa, — Seb 
Canaries, — 
Denmark and Norway, 
Eaſt Country, — 
Eaſt India, — 
Flanders, 
France, 
Germany, 
Greenland, 
Holland, 
Ireland, 
Italy, 
Madeiras, 
Portugal, 
Ruſſia, 
Spain, 
Streights, 
Sweden, 
Turkey, 
Venice, 


Alderney, 


— F 


Guernſey, — — 


Jerſey, — — 
Canada, — _—_ 
Cape Breton, — 
Florida, — 
Georgia, _ 
Hudſon's Bay, _ 
New England, — 
Newfoundland, — 
New Providence, — 
New Vork, — 

Nova Scotia, — 
Pennſylvania, 


Virginia and Maryland, — 


Anguilla, 
Antigua, 
Barbadoes, 
Bermudas, 
Dominica, 
Grenada, 
Jamaica, — 
Montſerrat, — 
Nevis, — 

St. Croix, — 

St. Chriſtopher's, — 


St. Euſtatia, 0 
St. Vincent, — 


Tobago, — ks 
Tortola, 


Spaniſh Weſt "9" Wa W Bay, 


Totals, 


Exports exceed the Imports, 


Imports. 


. 
68,449 
10, 656 


76,898 1 


175552 


1,941,027 


I 4 3,800 

683.463 
22,02 
352,53 
1,214, 39 
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329,0 
1,046,7 8 
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7,083 
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278, 907 
197 
3,088 
555532 
10,715 
148,011 
48180 
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77324 
28, 109 
435,094 
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349, 102 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRISTMAS 1769, to ChRIST MAS 1770. 


Exports. 


L. 
$71,003 
141,352 
167,257 


80,329 


9 
678,2 
150, 509 
1,272,509 
2 


9 
1,766,333 
2,125,406 

750,385 
26, 500 
534,708 
145,743 
887,099 
148,81 
58,57 
22,032 
71,541 
992 
26,650 
pg + 
231, 
146,273 
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39.857 
56,193 
4,023 
394,451 
91,058 
6,000 
475,991 
45,002 
134,881 
717,782 


— 
8 
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112, 53 

203, 50 
9,705 
34,209 
130,792 
558,219 
19,297 
17,307 
1,069 
96,834 
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19,123 
10,985 
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2506 The number of chriſtenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &c. from 
December 12, 1769, to December 11, 1770, is as follows: 
Chriſtened, males 8,761 Buried, males 11,210 
= — females 8,348 females 11,224 


17,109 225,434 
At Vork, there were in this year, chriſtenings, 517; burials, 429; marriages, 175. 
At Paris, —births, 19,549; deaths, 18,719; marriages, 4,775; foundlings received into 
the hoſpitals, 6, 918. 
As our difference wh the court of Spain, - relative to Falkland's Iſlands, forms a very im- 
portant part of the buſineſs of this year, it becomes us to give {ome account of the lud 
ject of it. 
Thoſe iſlands called by us Falkland's, . by the eat the Malouines, lie in about 517 
degrees of ſouthern latitude, and about 100 leagues on this fide of the Streights of Magellan. 
They were firſt diſcovered in the year 1592, by Captain Davies, who was in too great diſtreſs 
at the time, to make any particular obſervations on them ; nor did he even give them a name; 
which was reſerved for Sir Richard Hawkins, who, about two years after, again diſcovered 
them, and, in honour of his miſtreſs, as well as to perpetuate his own name, called them 
Hawkins's Maiden Land. They were afterwards diſcovered by the Dutch, who gave them 
the name of the Sebaldine Iſlands. To one Strong, who fell in with them in the reign of 
King William, they owe their preſent Engliſh appellation, and from ſome ſhips belonging to 
St. Maloes, who viſited them, they received the name of the Malouines, which has alſo been 
adopted by the Spaniards. 
Lord Anſon's voyage firſt ſhewed the great advantage that would be produced to this nation 
in time of war, to have a friendly port and place of refreſhment, confiderably more to the 
ſouth, and much nearer Cape Horn than the Brazils. Beſides the jealouſy, and the general 
unfriendly behaviour of the Portugueſe in that quarter, the voyage from thence to the South 
Seas is of ſo great a length, that the vigour and health of the men, as well as their water and 
other proviſions, muſt be greatly exhauſted before they arrive at the ſcene of action; to which 
may be added, that the ſhips become foul and out of condition from ſuch a continued ſtretch 
of navigation. Another reaſon, equally material with the preceding ones, was the certainty 
that the Spaniards would be well informed by the Portugueſe of the ſtrength, condition, and 
deſtination of any fleet long before its deſign could be put in execution. 
This ſcheme of Lord Anſon, then Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, was on the point of being 
adopted, very ſoon after the peace of 1748; but the court of Spain gaining intelligence of 
the project before it could be carried into execution, made ſuch ſtrong repreſentations againſt 
it both here and at Madrid, that it was then laid aſide, and continued in a dormant ſtate, till 
it was again revived by the Earl of Egmont, when he preſided at the head of the Admiralty : 
Commodore Byron was then ſent out to renew the deſigns of Lord Anſon, and in the be- 
ginning of the year 1705 took poſſeſſion of Falkland's Hands 1 in the name of his Britannic 
Majeſty. 
About the ſame time, or, perhaps, rather previous to it, Monſieur de Bougainville failed 
from St. Maloes on a voyage of diſcovery, aud arriving at Falkland's iſlands, built a ſmall fort 
and formed an eſtabliſhment there, which about two years after was ceded to Spain, and its 


name 
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was fixed on a ſmall ifland adjoining to the greater and moſt weſtern of the two conſiderable 


iſlands, and Port Solidad, on the eaſtern and leſſer of the principal iſlands, 


It does not appear that either of the ſettlements on theſe iſlands knew of the other; but 
however that might be, we find that in the year 1769, we had a frigate and a ſloop upon that 
ſation, and Captain Hunt, of the Farmer frigate, being on a cruize off the iſlands, fell in 
with a .Spaniſh ſchooner belonging to Port Solidad, taking a ſurvey of them, the captain of 
which, according to his orders, he warned to depart from that coaſt, as belonging to his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. The ſchooner, however, returned in two days, and brought on board a 
Spaniſh officer with letters and a preſent from Don Phillip Ruez Puenta, Governor of Port 
Solidad. In theſe letters, which were written in terms of great civility, the governor affeQed 
not to believe the account he had received from the captain of the ſchooner, but attributed the 
Engliſh frigate being in thoſe ſeas to chance or diſtreſs of weather; but if it ſhould be other. 
wiſe, he reminded Captain Hunt of the violation of treaties, aſſerted his maſter's dominion, 
and warned him to depart. Captain Hunt, in anſwer, aſſerted the ſole dominion of his Bri. 
tannic Majeſty, and warned the Spaniſn Governor, in his turn, to quit the iſlands. This 
explanation produced thoſe conſequences, which occaſioned his Majeſty in the ſpeech from 
the throne, at the opening of the ſeſſions, to inform Parliament, that the Governor of Buenos 
Ayres had ſeized by force a poſſeſſion of the Britiſh crown, and that preparations were making 
to ſuſtain the national rights, and to revenge the national honour. A negociation between 
the two crowns, however, took place on the occaſion, and after much miſunderſtanding and 
diſcuſhon between the Miniſters of the two Courts, the matter in diſpute, which, trifling as 
it was, might have involved Europe in war, was finally ſettled, according to the tenor of the 
tollowing papers. 

The declaration ſigned and delivered by Prince de Maſerano, ambaſſador extraordinary 

from his Catholic Majeſty, dated January 22, 1771. 

His Britannic Majeſty having complained of the violence which was committed on the 

rothe of June, 1770, at the iſland commonly called the Great Malouine, and by the Engliſh, 


Falkland's Iſland, in obliging, by force, the commander and ſubjects of his Britannic Majeſty, 


to evacuate the port, by them called Egmont; a ſtep offenſive to the honour of his crown ;— 
the Prince de Maſerano, ambaſſador extraordinary of his Catholic Majeſty, has received orders 
to declare, and declares, that his Catholic Majefty, confidering the deſire with which he is 


animated for peace, and for the maintenance of good harmony with his Britannic Majeſty, 


and reflecting that this event might interrupt it, has ſeen with diſpleaſure this expedition tend- 
ing to diſturb it; and in the perſuaſion in which he is, of the reciprocity of ſentiments of his 
Britannic Majeſty ; and of its being far from his intention to authorize any thing that might 
diſturb the good underſtanding between the two courts ; his Catholic Majeſty does diſavow the 
ſaid violent enterprize; and in conſequence, the Prince de Maſerano declares, that his Ca- 


tholic Majeſty engages to give immediate orders, that things ſhall be reſtored in the Great 


Malouine, at the port called Egmont, preciſely to the ſtate in which they were before the 1oth 
of June, 1770: for which purpoſe his Catholic Majeſty will give orders to one of his officers, 
to deliver up to the officer, authorized by his Britannic Majeſty, the port and fort called Eg- 
mont; with all the artillery, ſtores and effects of his Britannic Majeſty, and his ſubjects which 
were at that place, the day aboye-named ; agreeable to the inventory which has been made 


of them.” 
% The 
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« The Prince de Maſerano declares at the ſame time, in the name of the King his maſter, 
that the engagement of his ſaid Catholic Majeſty, to reſtore to his Britannic Majeſty, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fort and port called Egmont, cannot, nor ought, any wiſe, to affect the queſ- 
tion of the prior right of ſovereignty of the Malonine Iſlands, otherwiſe called Falkland's 


Iſlands. In witneſs whereof, I, the underwritten, ambaſſador extraordinary, have ſigned the 


preſent declaration with my uſual ſignature, and cauſed it to be ſealed with our arms. Lon- 
don, the-22d day of January, 1771. 
(Signed) LE PRINCE DE MASERANoO, (L. S.)“ 

The Earl of Rochford's acceptance, dated the 22d day of January, 1771, of the Prince de 

Maſerano's declaration of the ſame date. 

« His Catholic Majeſty having authoriſed the Prince de Maſerano, his ambaſſador extraor- 
dinary, to offer, in his Majeſty's name, to the King of Great Britain, a ſatisfaction for the 
injury done to his Britannic Majeſty, by diſpoſſeſſing him of the port and fort of Egmont; 
and the ſaid ambaſſador having this day ſigned a declaration, which he has juſtly delivered to 
me, expreſſing therein, that his Catholic Majeſty, being deſirous to reſtore the good harmony 
and friendſhip which before ſubſiſted between the two crowns, does diſavow the expedition 
againſt Port Egmont, in which force has been uſed againſt his Britannic Majeſty's poſſeſſions, 
commander, and ſubjects; and does alſo engage, that all things ſhall be immediately reſtored 
to the preciſe ſituation in which they ſtood before the roth of June, 1770. And that his Ca- 
tholic Majeſty ſhall give orders, in conſequence, to one of his officers, to deliver up to the of- 
ficer, authorized by his Britannic Majeſty, the port and fort of Port Egmont, as alſo all his 
Britannic Majeſty's artillery, ſtores, and effects, as well as thoſe of his ſubjects, according to 
the inventory which has been made of them. And the ſaid ambaſſador having moreover en- 


gaged, in his Catholic Majeſty's name, that what is contained in the ſaid declaration ſhall be 


carried into effect by his ſaid Catholic Majefty ; and that duplicates of his Catholic Majeſty's 
orders to his officers ſhall be delivered into the hands of one of his Britannic Majeſty's prin- 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate within ſix weeks: his ſaid Britannic Majeſty, in order to ſhew the 
lame friendly diſpoſitions on his part, has authoriſed me to declare, that he will look upon the 
faid declaration of Prince de Maferano, together with the full performance of the ſaid engage- 
ment, on the part of his Catholic Majeſty, as a ſatisfaction for the injury done to the crown 
of Great Britain, In witneſs whereof, I, underwritten, one of his Britannic Majeſty's prin- 
cipa! ſecretaries of ſtate, have ſigned theſe preſents with my uſual ſignature, and cauſed them to 
be ſealed with our arms. London, the 22d day of n 1771. 
« (Signed) RocnrosD, (L. S.)“ 
His Catholic Majeſty 8 orders. ſignified by the Balio Fray Don Julian de Arriaga, to Don 
Philip Ruez Puente, dated Pardo, 5th of February, 1771. 

* It being agreed between the King and his Britannic Majeſty, by a convention figned at 
London on the 22d of January laſt paſt, by the Prince de Maſerano and the Earl of Rochford, 
that the Great Malouine, called by the Engliſh Falkland's Iſland, ſhould be immediately re- 
placed in the preciſe ſituation in which'it was before it was evacuated by them on the 10th of 
June laſt year; I ſignify to you, by the King's orders, that as ſoon as the perſon commiſſion- 
ed by the court of London ſhall preſent himſelf to you with this, you order the delivery of the 
port de la Cruizada or Egmont, and its fort and dependencies, to be effected; as alſo that of 
all the artillery, ammunition, and eſfeQts, that were found there, belonging to his Britannic 


Majeſty and his ſubjects, according to the inventories ſigned by George Farmer and William 
Vol. IV. * Nlalthy, 
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1771 Maltby, Eſqrs. on the 11th of July of the ſaid year, at the time of their quitting the ha of 


which I ſend you the encloſed copies, authenticated under my hand; and that as ſoon as the 
one and the other ſhall be effected, with the due formalities, you cauſe to retire immediately 
the officer, and other ſubjects of the King, which may be there. God preſerve you many 
years. (Signed) 

„ Pardo, February 7, 1771. 

„% To Don Philip Ruez Puente.“ 

Commodore Byron repreſented theſe iſlands in a very favourable point of view; this account 
is confirmed by the French, who ſpeak highly of the climate, ſoil, & e. But the Britiſh officer 
who ſucceeded Mr, Byron gives a very different hiſtory, in which he is ſeconded by Mr, 
Thomas Falkner, an Engliſh Jeſuit of Buenos Ayres, who, on account of his geographical 
knowledge, was ſent to make a chart of the ſea coaſt from the river of Plata to the Magellanic 
Streights, and in this voyage was for ſome time on theſe iſlands. He ſpeaks of them as po. 
ſeſſing no one interior circumſtance, to induce any nation to form a colony on them. Theſe 
latter accounts are more fully juſtified by the conduct of Great Britain, who has ſince filently 

abandoned them. 

The apprehenſion, at this time, that a rupture might take place between Great Britain and 
the Houſe of Bourbon on account of the Falkland's Iſlands, did not, perhaps, a little contri- 
bute to the inflexibility of the colonies, which ſeemed rather to increaſe, in proportion to the 
conceſſions made by Parliament to them. 

Thus they continued to encourage their own manufactures and to diſcourage thoſe of Great 
Britain, as far as it was praCticable in a country that could not flouriſh without importing a 
conſiderable number of the moſt eſſential articles requiſite for the moſt neceſſary branches of 
buſineſs, and could not procure them any where ſo well made and on ſuch advantageous terms 
as from Great Britain. Neceſſity, therefore, compelled them to relax, by degrees, the reſo- 
lutions of their former agreements of non-1mportation, fo that the general intercourſe in com- 
mercial matters proceeded in its uſual channel, without any material interruption. 

But the political intercourſe was attended every where with violent difſentions ; governors 
were embroiled in continual diſputes with their provincial aſſemblies. At Boſton, the reſiſt- 
ance to the revenue officers had been accompanied with great inhumanity ; and the General 
Aſſembly of Maſſachuſets did not heſitate openly to notify to the governor, that they knew of 
no cuſtoms or revenue his Majeſty had a right to eſtabliſh there, 

Account of the cloths manufactured each year in the Weſt Riding of the county of York, 
from 1749 to 1770; both incluſive. 

Years, Broad Cloths, Narrow Cloths. 
1749 60,7055 68, 889 
1750 60,4479; 78,115 


The Balio * Den mn alan de Arriaga. 


Years. Broad Cloths. 8 Cloths, 
1760 49,302) 69,573 
1761 48,944 7.5403 


1751 60, 964 74,022 — 1762 48,621 72, 946 
1752 60, 724 725,442 —.— 1763 48,0385 72, 096 
1753 55,358 71,618 — 1764 654,916 79,458 
1754 $0,070; 72, 394 — 1705 . $54,000 77419 
1766 $7,125 76,295 — 1766 72,5755 78, 893 
1756 33,590 79.318 — 1767 102, 428 78,819 
1757 55,777 77097 — 1768 90, 036 74,480 
1758 60, 396 66,3906 — 17609 92,522 87, 762 
1759 51,8772 65,513 9 1770 93,074. 85,376 


Number 
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Number. of broad cloths milled each year at the ſeveral fulling' mills in the Weſt Riding of 
the county of York, from the commeneement of the a&, viz. from June, 1725, to the 12th 
of March ; nine months; and of narrow cloths, from the commencement of the act, viz. 
from the 1ſt of "Auguſt, 1737, to the 20th of January, 1738, being fix months and twenty 
days, and from that time yearly, 


A. D. 
1771 


| From June 1725 Broads. Tears. Broads. Narrows. 
To March 1726 26,671 — — 1738 425, 404 14,495 
1727 28,990 — 1739 43,086: 58,848 
1728 25,2234 — 1740 41,441 58,620 
1729 29,643 — 1741 46,364 61,196 
1730 31,579 — 1742 44.954 62,804 
1731 33,863 * 1743 45,1785 63,545 
1732 3595497 — 1744 54,627 63,065 
1733 34,620 — 1745 50,453 63,423 
1734 31,123 "WO 174 56,637 68,775 
1735 31,7441 — 1747 02,400 68,374 
1736 38,899. — 1748 60,765 68,080 
1737 42,250 


Number of yards (pieces being now of different lengths) of broad and narrow cloths made 
in the years ending at Pontefract ſeſſions, 1769 and 1770. 


Tears. Broads. Narrows. 
1769 2,771,6674 2, 144,019 
1770 2,717,105 2,255,025 


The following ſtate of the export linen and linen yarn trade of Ireland, for ſeventy years, 
news its vaſt improvement within that period. 


Tears. Tarn. Linen. Total Amount, 
1701 39,000 I 4,000 53,000 
I7IL 44,000 78, ooo 122,000 
1721 88,000 126,000 214,000 
I731 $4,000 220,000 304,000 
1741 129,000 0 480,000 509,000 
1751 142, ooo 751,000 $93,000 

1761 238,999 803,000 1,041,999 
1771 204, ooo 1,691,000 1,895,000 


It appears by the export entries at the cuſtom-houſe at Dublin, whence this account was 
taken, that the linen trade alone has decreaſed 5,000,000 of yards, of the invoice value of 
350, oool. in the year 1772; and by the beſt eſtimate that could be formed of the exports from 
March 1772 to March 1773, they were ſuppoſed to have further decreaſed one-third, which 
would bring them under goo, oool. ſo that the exports of linen and yarn taken together, will 
tall ſhort of 1 „100, ooo; little more than one half of their amount in the year 1771. 
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The following i is an account of the total quantities of Britiſh and Iriſh linens exported fon 


England, from the commencement of the bounty to January 1772, — the dun. 
tities and bounties paid each year. 


Britiſh Linens, 
Yards. 


Years. 


1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1751 
1752 
1753 
1754 
1755 
1756 
1757 
1758 
1759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
| _ 
1708 
1769 
1770 
1771 


Extract from the accounts of the linen ſtamped in the following years in Scotland, as atteſt- 


ed at the linen hall eſtabliſhed by the Board of Truſtees at Edinburgh, inſtituted in the 
vear 1727. | 


$2,779 
49,521 
506, 240 
175,928 
238,014 
330,747 
414,834 
588,874 
527,976 
437,277 
641, 510 
1,382,790 
41,307 
394,746 
1,016,754 
1,942, 667 


1,693,087 


1,413, 602 
1,272,905 
x,702,043 
2, 308, 310 
2,1347733 
2,095,933 
2, 236, 86 
2,444, 181 
2,087,457 
30 56,950 
3,216, 506 
4,411,040 


Years. 


1727 to 1728 
1747 to 1748 


1757 to 1758 
1767 to 1768 


Triſh Linens. 


Tards. 
40,907 


28,255 . 


101, 928 
69 5,002 
$95»277 
723,663 
965,897 
142,032 
8544490 
908,319 
1,039,907 
843,973 
51,040 
719, 135 
2,055,575 


2, 171, 109 


1,950,572 
2,352,585 
1,8 19,329 
2,930, 476 
2,588, 564 


| 1,858,780 


1,063,070 
1,770,034 
2,227,124 
2, 270, 160 
1,855,159 
2,707,482 
35450, 224. 


Tards. 


2,183,978 


6,661,788 
9,764, 48 
13,224,557 


Bounties Paid. 
or Payable, 


383 
311 
747 
4,188 
4,290 
55594 
8,015 
8,308 
8,617 
8,775 
10, 058 
13,905 
577 
6,932 
18,847 
25,690 
22,807 
23,538 
195324 
29,331 
30,004. 
24,803 
23,497 
25,042 
29,182 
30,985 
30, 99 
36,972 
447738 


Value. 
« 4. 


103, 312 


262,866 


401,511 
037,340 


10 
7 


3 


10 


> 0 OO 0 = 


— 
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os : | An authentic — of the total quantities of foreign linens imported into England in the 
following years, converted into Britiſh yards, and the duties paid thereon. 
Tears 11762 Tard 18,827,853 L. 134,031 14 1 
— 763 — 26,634,851 — 185,476 19 4 
— 1704 — 28, 092, 2157 — 201,711 3 7 
— 76s — 25,497,795 — 182,997 © 1 
— 1766 — 25, 624. 1072 — 184,657 1 2 
— 1767 — 21,054, 411 — 164,532 8 10 
— 1768 — 23,112,349 — 199,467 © 10 
— 17569 — 25,431,16257 — 217,386 9 © 
— 70 — 27,101, 3437 221,333 8 9 
— 1771 28,243, 1214 — 230, 951 14 2: 
A ſummary view of the judgment of different dealers in the different counties of Great Bri- 
tain, according to a number of years, reſpecting the proportionate decreaſe of oak timber. 
Per ſons. | Counties, &c. Tears. Decreaſe. 
Wood & Palmer Whitchaven, in the north, | 40 Seven-eighths. 
Okil, Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, North. Wales, 50 'Three-fourths, 
Galightly, Lancaſh. Cheſh. Shropſh. Staff. Wales, 50 Seven-tenths. 
Y oxal, Cheſhire, — 30 One-half, 
Walford, Shropſhire, 30 Four-fifths. 
Bridge, Caernarv. Denbighſh, Merion. Flintſh. 15 Two-thirds. 
Moſtin, Efq. In Denbighſhire, advertiſed: for ſale, 1 One-third. 
James, Caermarthenſh. Pembrokeſh, Cardiganſh. 30 Nine-tenths. 
Morgan, Caermarthenſhire, &c. 13  Seven-eighths. 
Lomax, Brecknockſhire, 30 Two-thirds, 
Moore, Worceſt. Gloucefterſh. Herefordſh. Monm. 40 Four-fifths. 
Smith, Worceſterſhire, Warwickſhire, 40 Four,: fiftlis. 
| Devonſh. Dorſetſh. Somerſetſh. Cornwall, 40 Four-fifths. 
Rooke, | | { Hants, Surry, Kent, Suſſex, 40 Nine-tenths. 
Steele, The ſouth parts, 40 to 50 Seven-eighths. 
Chitty, Timber counties in general, 40 Nine-tenths. 
Dearſly, Eſſex, &c. 14 Three-fourths. 
Shields, Yorkſhire, — 40 Four-fifths, 
White, Hampſhire, — 40 Three-fourths. 
Morris, Surry, &c. — 20 Three-fourths. 
Martin, Newport, Greenock, Ayre, Dumfries, 21 No ſupply. 
Miller, River Clyde, Port Glaſgow, | 17 No ſupply. 
Palmer, Shropſhire, Montgomeryſhire, Several Great conſumption. 
H. Williams, Pembrokeſhire, Always Great deſtruction. 
W. Williams, Glamor. Monm. Glouceſ. Heref. Sbropſh. IS alm. intire deſtruction. 
Matthews, Briſtol. — — 10 Not Zth of the choice. 
Andrews, Plymouth, — 30 Decr. very conſiderable 
1 London, all round, — Very little remaining. 
Soldſworth, General, — — in 19 Price from zl. to 41. 5s. 
Mills, Surry, Kent, Suſſex, — 40 Almoſt all taken down 
Sir J. Philips Pembrokeſhire, — Alm. intirely cut down 
3 An 
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An account of the progreſſive increaſe of the revenue of the poſt-office, for 100 years, 
In 1644, Mr, Edmund Prideaux, who was inland poſt-maſter, was en to collect about 
5,000l. per annum. 


In 1654, the Parliament farmed the poſts to Mr. Manley, at 10, oool. 


In 1664, Daniel O'Neal, Eſq. farmed them at 21 ,500l, 
In 1674, they were let out at 43,000l. f 
In 1685, the groſs was eſtimated at 65, oool. 
In 1688, the poſts amount was 56,3181. 
In 1697, it was, according to Dr. Davenant, 90, 5051, 
In 1710, they were 111,4611. 
In 1715, the groſs amount of the inland office came to 145,227]. 
In 1744, the ſame amounted to 198,22061, 
[But the total groſs amount of both inland and foreign offices, which can alone de. 
monſtrate the extent of our correſpondence, was that year 235,4921.] 

In 1764, the groſs amount was 432,048. 

During the year 1771, the Dutch employed 120 ſhips in the Greenland trade, which brought 


3 500 whales, and 14,320 barrels of oil.— Three of their ſhips caught 15 whales, ap. 


foundered with them. 
In the courſe of this year, 4,653 ſhips were cleared at the cuſtom-houſe, Newcaſtle ; of 
which 4,211 were coaſters, and 442 for foreign parts : 
And 1,794. veſſels entered the Texel. | 
The following are the only bills relating to trade and commerce which received the royal 
aſſent in this ſeſhon :— | 
A bill to prevent counterfeiting the copper coin of the realm, 
For repairing, amending, and ſupporting the ſeveral harbours and ſea-ports in the iſle 
of Man. 
For prohibiting the importation of foreign wrought ſilks and velvets, ſor a further limited 
time, and to prevent the unlawful combination of workmen employed in that trade. 
For prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of live cattle, and freſh proviſions. 
For continuing the bounty © on the tonnage of ſhipping . in the Greenland whale- 


fiſhery. 
SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for the year 1771 : 
For 40,000 ſeamen, including 8,073 marines, _— 2,080,000 0 o 
For the ordinary of the navy, — — — 378,752 18 7 
For building and repairs of ſhips, &c. = — 423,747 © 0 
For 23.432 effective troops, — — — 720, 629 12 3 
For maintaining forces and garriſons in the plantations, Minorca, bo, 
Gibraltar, &c. . n, — — 479,170 1 11 
For defraying the difference between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſh. TIN 
ments of certain troops, — — e 4.533 12 8 
For the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, — 259,074. 16 11 
For the ſeryices of ditto, for ditto, not provided for by Parliament, 3 | 
in 1770, 12 7775 —_ m_— 1 1 351443 0 7 


Carried over, L. 4.381,31 2 112 
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7 Brought over, 4,381,351 2 11+ 
Towards enabling the commiſſioners to build a bridge acroſs the river 
Thames, from the city of Weſtminſter to the oppoſite 89 and to 
maintain the ſaid bridge, &c. — _ — | 2,000 0 o 
For the general and ſtaff-officers in Great Britain, 11,291 8 6+ 
For penſions to widows of certain reduced officers, — 664 o © 
On account of reduced officers of his Majeſty's forces, &c. "7 Sls 117,858 10 0 
For allowances to the ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of the 
two reduced trough of horſe-guards, &c. — — 1,277 Is & 
For one year's full pay to certain reduced officers, , — 2,962 11 8 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 5,796 10 5 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 3,0860 0 0 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — 5 | — — 4,350 © o 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — — 6,100 o 0 
For general ſurveys in North America, _ — 1,885 4 o 
Towards extraordinaries of the army, &c. — — 359,927 0 77 
On account of the out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, — 112, © o 
For paying off and diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, &c. 1,800,000 o o 
To the Foundling Hoſpital, _ — — | 2,970 0 © 
To ditto, — — — — 27,030 © © 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 200,000 © © 
To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame, 5 
make good certain deficiencies, — — — 35,085 2 11 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum, iſſued in purſuance of the 
addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, — — | 14,700 © o 
To make good the like ſum paid to ſeveral perſons, as compenſations 
for certain loſſes ſuſtained, &c. _ — — 799 12 2 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Senegambia, — 6,336 o 9 
To the Levant Company, to aſſiſt them in carrying on their trade, 5,000 © © 
For repairing, maintaining, &c. the Britiſh ſorts and ſettlements on 
the coaſt of Africa, | 13,000 © o 
For the more effectually repairing the fort of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, on | 
the coaſt of Africa, 2,000 © © 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North 
Britain, * Res _ — 6,928 2 0 
To enable his Majeſty to make good to the Eaſt India Company the | 
expences incurred by the ſaid Company in the expedition to Manilla, 28,365 15 8 
For reimburſing to the province of New Hampſhire, their expences in 
furniſhing proviſions, &c. to the troops raiſed by them tor his Majeſty's 
tervice, for the campaign of 1756, _ — 6,009 13 3 
. Total of Supplies, 7,160,779 10 5 


1 


—_ 
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Was and ME ans for this year — | 2 & bt 
Malt-tax, — — —_ — 700,000 © o 
The land-tax, (at 4s.) — — —_— 2,037,854 19 11 
By Exchequer bills, — — — 1,800,000 o o 
Lottery, — — — — | 200,000 © o 

From the ſinking fund, — — — 697,977 7 9 
From ditto, — — — — 1,050,000 o o 
The ſurplus of grants for certain ſervices, — — 89,658 16 91 
The Eaſt India Company, — — — 400,000 © © 
Out of ſuch monies as have been granted for protecting, &c. the 
Britiſh colonies and plantations, — — — 20,000 © o 
The ſurplus of the two-ſevenths of the exciſe, granted for certain 
purpoles, — — _ _ 30,291 11 33 


The ſurplus in the Exchequer for the diſpoſition of Parliament, over 
and above the furplus of the ſinking fund remaining for the ſame purpoſe, 20,000 1 67 


Total of ways and means, 7,039,782 17 37 
Supply granted, — 7,160,779 10 5 
Exceſs of proviſions, — L. 479,003 © 10% 


— 


The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia in England for one year, beginning 


March 25, 1771, was voted to be defrayed out of the monies ariſing by the land tax, granted 
for the ſervice of the year 1771. 


Additional duties, regulation of duties, and bounties in this year. 
An additional number of hackney-coaches were licenſed, not to exceed 300; and the new 
licences were extended to all places within the cities of London and Weſtminſter, and the 


limits of the weekly bills of mortality: and for which a rent of 5s. a week was charged, during 
the continuance of ſuch licence. 


The term for the bounty on veſſels built for the white- herring-fiſhery expiring this year, it 


was voted to give a bounty of 3os. per ton to all veſſels, from 28 to 80 tons, which have been 


built fince the year 1760, or ſhould hereafter be built, for the purpoſe of the white-herring 
fiſheries, and ſhould be actually employed therein. 

A bounty was continued on the ſhips employed in the whale-fiſhery t to Greenland, Davis's 
Straits, and places adjacent, for a limited time : and after the expiration of the exiſting boun- 
ties, 40s: per ton was granted on all ſhips employed in the ſaid fiſhery, for the term of five 
years; 308. per ton for a ſecond term of five years; and after the expiration of the ſecond 
term, a bounty of 20s, per ton for a an additional five years, ending with the ſeſſion of Par- 
liament, 


All the duties payable on account of the harbours of the Iſle of Man, were ordered to ceaſe 


and determine; and the following duties were ſubſtituted in lieu thereof :— 


T hree-halfpence per ton on all veſſels, not being laden, or in ballaſt, belonging to any of 


his Majeſty's ſubjects, which ſhall arrive or put into any of the harbours in the faid iſland; 


and 2d, for all foreign ſhips. | 
A duty 


A. D. 
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A duty of ad. per ton on all Britiſh veſſels, being laden, or having any cargo on board, 
whether they ſhould break bulk, or deliver any part of their cargo, or not; and 3 ym 
foreign ſhips. 

An additional duty of 1d. per ton upon all Britiſh veſſels which ſhould be repaired in any 
of the harbours in the ſaid iſland; and 2d. for all foreign ſhips. 

An additional duty of 2d. per ton on all foreign veſſels which ſhould break bulk, and deliver 
any part of their cargo. 

A duty of 28. 6d. upon every foreign ſhip anchoring in any of the bays of the aid iſland. 

A duty of 28. 6d. per ton upon all ſpirits; 18. 6d. per hogſhead upon tobacco; 28. per hun- 
dred-weight upon teas ; 1s. per hundred-weight upon coffee; and 28. 6d. per tun upon all 
wines, imported into the ſaid iſland. 

A duty of ad. per chaldron was alſo laid upon all coals imported into the ſaid ifland, to be 
reckoned according to the coquet at the port of exportation. 

A duty, after the rate of 10s. per cent. ad valorem, was laid upon all foreign goods ; wines, 
ſpirits, and ſalt excepted : and 5s. upon other goods, imported from Great Britain or Ireland, 
(except licenſed goods and falt for the fiſheries, of above the value of $1.) into the faid iſland. 

A duty of 3d. per quarter was laid upon all corn and grain; and 1d, per hundred-weight 


upon all meal and flour imported into, or exported from the ſaid iſland, 


A duty of 6d, per head was likewiſe laid upon all horſes and black cattle imported into, or 
exported from the ſaid iſland, —The ſaid rates, duties, and impoſitions, were directed to be 


applied, from time to time, towards amending, repairing, and ſupporting, the ſeveral harbours 


and ſea-ports in the ſaid iſland. 

The following bounties were reſolved to be allowed upon the importation of white-oak 
ſaves and heading, from the plantations in America, viz. 

A bounty of 6l. for every 1,200 pipe ſtaves, each ſtave not being leſs than five feet fix inches 
long, from four inches and a half, to fix inches broad, and two inches thick at the thinneſt 
edge, which ſhould be imported from the 1ſt of January, 1772, to the 1ſt of January, 1775, 
and in the like proportion for any greater or leſs number. 

Six pounds for every 1800 of hogſhead ſtaves; each ſtave not being leſs than four feet ſix 
inches long, from four inches and a half, to fix inches broad, and one inch and a half thick at 
the thinneſt edge, which ſhould be ſo imported. 

Six pounds for every 2,400 barrel ſtaves; each ſtave deing from three feet fax inches, t to 
three feet eight inches in length, from four to five inches broad, and one inch and a halt thick 
at the thinneſt edge, which ſhould be imported as aforeſaid, 

Six pounds for every 3, 600 pieces of pipe, hogſhead, and barrel heading; each piece of pipe 
heading being two feet eight inches long; hogſhead heading, two feet four inches; and barrel 
heading, two feet one inch long, at the leaſt; and each ſuch reſpective piece of heading from 
five to fix inches broad, and two inches thick at the thinneſt edge, which ſhould be ſo im- 
ported. —Each hundred to contain ſix-ſcore. | - | 

A bounty of four pounds was alſo granted for every 1,200 of Cach pipe ſtaves, 1,800 hogs- 
head ſtaves, 2,400 barrel ſtaves, and for every 3,600 pieces of heading as before deſcribed, which 
ſhould be imported from the 1 of January, 1775, to the 1ſt of January, 1778: and al. for 
every ſuch quantity of pipe, hogſhead, and barrel ſtaves, and pieces of heading, as before deſ- 
cribed, which ſhould be imported from the 1ſt of January, 1778, to the 1ſt of January, 1781.— 


Theſe bounties were ordered to be paid out of his Majeſty's cuſtoms. 


Vor. IV. U IMPORT S 
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0 1771 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CuxIsTMAS 1770, to CuRIsTMAS 17/1. 
of | Countries. Imports. Exports. 
*Þ Africa, _ — L. 97,486 19 3 712,538 7 4 
ad Canaries, _ _ 6,803 18 10 23.825 9 8 
oy: Denmark and Norway, — 83,711 6 4 152,340 0 5 
1 Eaſt Country, — — 195,357 0 2 95-901 19 11 
4040 Eaſt India, — — 1,882,139 5 9 1,184,824 13 11 
e Flanders, — — 142,138 2 5 861,777 16 7 
498 France, — _ 1,645 8 11 146,128 3 2 
11 Germany, — — 765,774 2 © 1,310,492 I 4 
4 Greenland, _ — 13,503 5 10 10 6 3 
Holland, =_ — 428,080 1 7 1,085,397 16 © 
Ireland, _ — 1,380, 737 14 11 1,983,818 17 6 
Italy, = — — 947,138 12 8 782,582 15 7 
Madeiras, — — 2,007 18 2 11,213 17 Q 
Portugal, — — 334.631 10 7 716,122 3 $ 
Ruſha, — — — 1,274,020 12 © 150, 159 1 
— Spain, — — — 568,323 11 3 1,224,811 11 10 
Streights, — ö — 3,004 13 6 153,323 16 11 
Sweden, — = 157,851 10 1 64,180 © 1 
Turkey, — — 100, 443 9 20,573 15 3 
Venice, — — — 83,335 2 73,950 18 1 
Alderney, — — as 8 1,125 12 9 
Guernſey, — — 38. 103 6 34,541 0 1 
Jerſey, — — — 18,60 9 22,898 14 6 
Canada, — — 37,286 12 170, 952 8 11 
Carolina, — — 420,311 14 8 409, 169 9 4 
Cape Breton, _ — 8 — — 
Florida, — — 1 1111 66,647 9 11 
Georgia, — — 63,810 10 9 70,493 19 ; 
Hudſon's Bay, — — 9,225 18 0 55822 1 
New England, — _ 150, 38117 2 1,40 119 1-1 
Newfoundland, — — 49,424 18 8 9,394 1 7 
New Providence, — 7,937 3 3 — cry 
New York, — — 95,875 11 653,621 7 6 
Nova Scotia, — — 3,451 14 3 51,581 12 8 
Pennſylvania, — — 31,615 19 9 728,744 19 10 
Virginia and Maryland, _ 577,848 16 6 920, 326 3 8 
Antigua, © — — 180, 923 3 © 118,152 10 11 
Barbadoes, _ — 163,053 1 4 140, 3 
Bermudas, _ — 836 8 3 8,645 15 9 
Dominica, — — 170, 623 19 3 66,012 2 
Grenades, — — 361,839 10 7 138,431 6 8 
Jamaica, — — 1,261,675 7 9 404,888 O 10 
Montſerrat, _ =_ 03,034 4 15,042 0 6 
Nevis, — — — 079,207 2 2 19,751 7 2 
St. Croix, — — 4,005 2 — 
St. Euſtatia, _ — 1,430 2 17 — — 
St. Kitts, — — 268,276 16 8 95,442 17 10 
St. Vincent, _ — 1235 4&4. $ 35,200 1 11 
Tobago, —— — 007 2-7 28,010 14 11 
_ Tortola, — =_ . 4546 4 2 20,969 5 © 
St. Thomas, — 447 7 1 0 
Spaniſn Weſt Indies Hudſon's Bay, 39,988 © 9 430 0-2 
Totals, 12,822,025 19 9. 17,161,146 14 2 
Exports exceed the Imports, 4,339,120 14 5 
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Extract from the general bill of chriſtenings and buriile within the bills of mortality i in 


London, from December 11, 1770, to December 10, 1771. Haas | 
Chriſtened, Males, 8,339 Buried, Males, 10,921 
Females, 8,233 Females, / 10,8 59 
17,072 21,780 


* 


—B 


The births, deaths, and marriages, for this year, in the following cities, &c. were as follow: 
Paris, —births, 20, 68 5; deaths, 18,941; marriages, 4, 452; foundlings, 7,156, 
Amſterdam, —baptiſms in the ſeveral reformed churches, 4,707 ; deaths, 7,983. 
Rotterdam,—deaths, 1,702. 

Copenhagen,—births, 2,657 ; deaths, 3,144. | 

Mancheſter and Salford, —chriſtened, 1,169 ; burials, 993; marriages, 423. 

The ſpirit of reſiſtance continued to animate the American colonies, In the month of June, 
in this year, one of the King's armed ſchooners, ſtationed at Providence, Rhode Iſland, to 
prevent ſmuggling, was ſeized and burned by the people of that colony: and in October fol- 
lowing, the town meeting of Boſton remonſtrated to the governor, in terms of the greateſt 
aſperity, againſt the ſettling fixed ſalaries on the judges of the ſuperior court of judicature, in 
New England; and ſent circular letters, of a very inflammatory nature, to the other colonies 
on the occaſion. 

His Majeſty had particularly recommended the affairs of the Eaſt India Company to the 
attention of Parliament, in his ſpeech from the throne, at the opening of the ſeſſion ; never- 
theleſs, it was ſo late as the zoth of March before this important buſineſs was taken up in the 
Houſe of Commons, The deputy chairman of the Eaſt India Company then moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for the better regulation of the Company's ſervants and concerns in India.— 
This bill was framed with a view to reſtrain the governor and council from all manner of 
trade, and to make a total alteration in the courts of judicature, and in the mode of adminiſter- 
ing juſtice in Bengal, as well as to enlarge the Company's powers with reſpect to its ſervants, 
and to lay additional reſtrictions upon them. 

Though this bill was totally laid aſide at the ſecond reading, it produced very long and ani- 
mated debates; and, in the courſe of them, it appeared very evident, that the conduct and 
affairs of the Company, as well as the tranſactions of its ſervants, demanded a very ſtrict en- 
quiry, and wanted much regulation : nor were there wanting thoſe who ſuggeſted, on the 
occaſion, that, from the apparent inſufficiency of the Company for ſuch an important taſk, 
government ſhould take the whole of their territorial dominions under its own immediate 
juriſdiction. A bill therefore was brought, which paſſed into an act for the appointment of a 
tele& committee of 31 members, to enquire into the nature and ſtate of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and of their affairs in the Eaſt Indies: and as the ſubject of their inquiſition was ſo 
various, as well as of ſuch great extent, they were obliged to apply for leave to continue their 
ſittings during the ſummer ſeaſon. 

The precarious ſituation of affairs in India,—the late difireſſes of the natives,—the depopu- 


lation of the country, — the oppreſſive and arbitrary conduct of the Company's ſervants, —the 


great decreaſe of the net revenues of Bengal, from various miſmanagements, as well as enor- 
mous and unneceſſary expences, and the immenſe conſequence to this nation of preſerving and 
well governing our poſſeſſions in India, were the conſiderations that induced Parliament to 
adopt this regulating law. 
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2772 The great encouragement given at this time to the breed of horſes, ſeoms to have checkeq 
that of ſheep and black cattle ; and, conſequently raiſed the price of butcher's-meat : as it ap-. 
pears, from the following table, that the increaſe of cattle, &c. was by no means proportionate 

to the augmenting population of the metropolis. 
 _ A TaBLE, ſhewing the number of ſheep and black cattle ſold at Smithfield, for 40 years 


From Michaelmas Sheep. Average, Black Cattle, Average. 
1730 to 1731 480,010 8, 304 

* 1732 537,250 87,571 
1733 588, 310 95,301 
1734 597,920 94,473 
1735 636,740 — 568,060 10a, 62893, 65 
1736 617,720 100, 602 a 
1737 637, 190 100, 686 
1738 615,000 96,762 
1739 508, 000 96,04 
1740 5$27,420—599,460 93,2585———97,548 
1741 $55,480 85,245 
1742 518, 700 86,913 
1743 479,030 85,582 
1744 513,320 87,441 
1745 589, 140— 531,134 84,179 — 85, 892 
1746 648,350 83,149 
1747 646,930 81,988 
1748 034,750 76,060 
1749 666,900 $3,357 
1750 680,650——655,516 79,836——80,878 
1751 673,650 79,983 
1752 688,970 81,847 
1753 686,810 83,077 
1754 669,000 77,005 
I755 684, 5750——0610,618 81, 106—— 80,843 
1756 653,220 83,206 
1757 594,260 89,776 
1758 $71,060 90,559 
1759 610, 870 96,082 
1760 653,740——616,750 98,813-—91,699 
1761 718,060 àths of a year. 90, 232 à ths of a year. 
1762 842,030 a year and Fth 121,175 a year and th. 
1763 964,190 90,997 

1764 581,440 80,2909 

1765 547, ZJ00——7 30,008 $4,702——03,480 
1766 587,520 78, 387 
1767 588,730 81,035 
1768 655,920 84,855 
1769 665,240 85,862 0 
1770 666,650 —— 632,812 90,979 — 84,244 
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bk The inefficacy of the temporary corn-bills which had been paſſed in-every ſeſſion for ſome 
years back, h had occaſioned the forming a committee in the laſt ſeſſion, for examining into and 
conſidering the whole ſtate of the corn, and of the corn laws, and for framing ſuch regulations 
thereon, as might be the baſis of a comprehenfive and permanent law, which ſhould apply to 
all poſſible caſes, with reſpect to exportation, importation, prices, and bounties, and thereby 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of temporary and imperfect regulations. Several reſolutions were then. 
1 of and paſſed upon this ſubject, and the lateneſs of the ſeaſon only prevented its being 
carried further. A bill, therefore, was brought in upon the ſame principles, and paſſed 
through the Houſe of Commons ; but being returned, with ſome alterations, by the Lords, 
the Commons, confidering it as a money bill, and therefore not to be altered by the other 
Houſe, threw it out with extraordinary marks of contempt. 
From the various articles of information which the diſcuſſion of the corn buſineſs produced 
at this time, we have ſelected the following tables, 


Prices of grain per quarter at Bear-Key and Mark-Lane, for 15 ſucceſſive years ;— 


YEARS. WHEAT. BARLEY. Oars. 
Jan. 8 6 47 „ . 1 
1742 26 to 29 15 to 20 12 to 15 
1743 20 — 23 15 — 20 13 — 16 
1744 19 — 21 11— 13 9—12 
1745 18 — 20 I2— 15 12 — 16 
1746 17 — 24 10 — 13 12 — 14 
1747 27 — 30 8— 12 T— TIL 
1748 26 — 28 13— 14 9 —12 
1749 27 — 32 17 — 18 14 — 16 
1750 24 — 27 14 — 17 12 — 13 
1751 24 — 27 14 — 17 12 — 13 
1752 20 — 25. 10 — 13 9—11 
1753 29 — 35 17 — 18 IO— 12 
1754 $7 IS 17 19 222. 
1755 24 — 26 12 — 14 10 — 13 
1756 22 — 26 14 —15 12—13 6 


A table of the corn exported from England during five years, diſtinguiſhing the ſpecies 
thereof, with the bounties payable thereon, laid before Parliament. 
GrRoss AMOUNT or Corn EXPORTED. 


Years, 


ExXPORTED FOR BOUNTY. 


Barley. Malt. Oatmeal, Rye. Wheat. Duantity, Bounty, 

Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. . Qrs. Qrs. 4. 
1744 20, 9 219,862 1,657 74,169 231,984 — Barley, 449,289 — 56,159 
1745 95,878 219,354 9,70 83,966 324,839 —— Malt, 1, 426, 264—184, 195 
1746 158,719 282, 024 20,203 45,782 130, 646— Oatmeal, 37, 366— 4,668 
1747 103,140 361,280 2,122 92,718 266,906 —— Rye, 399,883 — 69,977 
1748 73,857 349,363 3,768 103,89 1 543.387— Wheat, 1, 455642 —363, 908 
Totals 451,684, 1,431,883 37,520 400,526 1,497,762 Totals, 3708,444—678,907 


The difference between the quantity of corn exported, and of corn exported for lounty, 
is occaſioned by ſome exported to Alderney, Guernſey, Jerſey, &c. not entitled to bounty. 
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the Mediterranean: but France and Flanders, on account of the war, had not any tranſmitted, 


Aix-la-Chapelle, | 
The total- exports of the above period of five years, being 3,768,444 quarters * different 
ſpecies of corn, may be ſuppoſed to have produced, £5 
| At 35s. per quarter, 1 * 6,594,777 
At 408. — - — — 7,536,888 
At 45s. - — — 8,47 8, 999 
At Fos. — — why 95421, 110 
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Theſe great exports were principally from me ports of London, Ipſwich, Yarmouth 


Lynn Regis, Hull, Briſtol, Southampton, Cowes, Chicheſter, Shoreham, and thoſe of Wales, 


the chief countries exported to were, Holland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, and 


except a certain ſupply ſent to fill the French magazines, previous to the opening the laſt cam. 


paign of the exiſting war, which was the cauſe of that precipitate and ill · conſidered treaty of 


Or the medium of thoſe ſums, being 8,007,9481. ; in either caſe it is an immenſe ſum to flow 
immediately from the produce of the earth, and the labour of the people, enriching our mer. 
chants, and increaſing an invaluable brood of ſeamen. 

In the courſe of this year, 4,872 ſhips were cleared at the Cuſtom-houſe, Newcaſtle, of 
which 4,480 were coaſters, and 392 for foreign parts. 

From December 5, 1771, to December 5, 1772, 6,680 veſſels paſſed the Sound, which 
were as follows : 


Dutch, — 2,145 Hamburghers, _ 
Engliſh, _ 1,894 Ruffian, — 28 
Daniſh, — 973 From Roſtock, — 21 
Swedes, _ 805 Imperial, — 13 
Pruſſians, — 326 French, — 13 
Dantzickers, — 211 Courlanders — 7 
Bremeners, — 170 Spaniſh, — 2 
Lubeckers, — 38 Portugueſe, — 2 


The total number of which amounted to 6, 680 veſlels. 
The following bills, among many others, received the royal aſſent this year. 
To continue and amend an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion, to prohibit the exportation of 
corn, &c. | 
To continue, for a further time, the act for the importation of falted proviſions, &c. from 
Ireland and the American colonies. 
To diſcontinue the inland duty of 1s, per pound on Singlo and black teas, and for allowing 


a drawback on teas exported to Ireland and the Plantations. 


For making a navigable canal from the river Dee, near Cheſter, to Nantwich, 
For better preſerving his Majeſty's dock yards, ſhips, ſtores and ammunition. 
To amend an act for maintaining and enlarging the harbour of Ramſgate and haven of 


| Shoreham. 


For embanking and preſerving certain fen and low grounds in Huntingdonſhire, 
For deepening and preſerving the harbour of Ayr in Scotland. 
For the more eaſy and ſpeedy recovery of ſmall debts in Scotland. 
For allowing the importation of wheat, wheat flour, rye and rye meal, into this kingdom, 
for a limited time, | 
For 
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1772 For allowing the free importation of rice into this kingdom, from any of his Majeſty's co- 


lonies in America. = 

For remedying the evils occaſioned by the laws now in being againſt engroſſers, foreſtallers 
and regrators. 

For further encouraging the herring fiſhery on the coaſts of the Iſle of Man. 

For more effeCtually preventing frauds in the revenue of exciſe, with reſpect to tea, ſoap, 
low wines and ſpirits, 

To prevent frauds and abuſes relating to the trade carrying on between Great Britain and 
Ireland. | 

For more effectually preventing fraud in the Ramp duties, upon vellum, parchment, paper 
and cards. | * 

To continue and amend an act to prevent frauds committed by bankrupts. 

For allowing a drawback on the exportation of tea to Ireland and his Majeſty's colonies in 
America. 

For rendering the payment of the ereditors of infolvent debtors more equal and expeditious 
in Scotland. 

For allowing the fre&importation of wheat, Indian corn, &c. for a limited time. 

For allowing the free rmportation of wheat, barley, &c. from Africa or any part of Europe, 
for a limited time. 

For the diſcontinuance of the duties on hog's Iard and greaſe, and for the free importation 
of hams, bacon, and all ſorts of ſalt proviſions from any part of Europe for a limited time, 

To allow the further importation of rice from America, 

To reſtrain the Eaſt India Company from appointing ſuperviſors for a limited time. 

For making a branch of the river Trent navigable. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year ;— — "Oe 4 

For 25,000 ſeamen, including 6,664 marines, _ F, 300,000 © o 
For 17,547 land- forces, including 1,522 invalids, — 029,491 12 4+ 
For maintaining forces and garriſons in the plantations and Africa, at 

Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — — — | 388,953 12 74 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhments | 

of five battalions and four companies of foot, &c. — 4,723 16 27 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &c. — — 17 3 
For penſions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 644 © Oo 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces and 

marines, &e. — — — — 115,765 16 © 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and private gentlemen: of the two * 

reduced troops of horſe- guards, &c. — _ 7 1,281 © 6 
For the charge of out-penfioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c. — 124,813 12 6 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. 215,883 17 4 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not . for by Parlia- 

ment in 1771, * 1 251 ID _— 32,498 6 3 
For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to ſea and marine 

gay, 8 5 na _ 394-725 17 6 
Towards building and repairing ſhips, &c. and other extra works, 375,939 © 0 


** 


— 


Carried forward, 3,596,042 18 62 


D ee — ; — —j — — a — . p_ 
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To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum, paid to certain perſons in 
North Britain, as\a compenſation of certain loſſes ſuſtained, and expences 
incurred by them, for preventing the ſpreading of the infectious diſ- 
temper amongſt the horned cattle, _ =_ _ 294 3 11 
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A. D. ; | | 
- 2992 1 5 8 1881 ;- 4-14: 
| Brought over, ee 18 62 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 5,340 10 x 
Ditto of Georgia, _ — — — „56 0 0 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, : — — — 4.950 © 90 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — 5,659 © 0 
Ditto of Senegambia, — — — 6,336 0 91 
On account of general ſurveys in North America. — 1,888 4 0 
To the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, _ — 2,000 © o 
To enable his Majeſty to purchaſe, for the uſe of the public, a collec- 
tion of Etruſcan, Grecian, and Roman antiquities, brought from Italy 
by, Sir William Hamilton, Knight of the Bath, to be veſted in the 
Truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, — — 8,410 0 0 
To enable the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum to provide a repoſitory 
* for the ſaid collection, — — — 840 © © g 
N For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — _ 1,800,000 © o 4 
19 To be employed in repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements « on the 
hy! coaſt of Africa, — — 122 13,000 © o 
1 For more effectually repairing the fort of Cape Coaſt Caſtle in Africa, 2,400 © o 
4 To be applied towards encouraging diſcoveries towards the South Pole, 4,000 © o 
. Towards defraying the extraordinaries of the army, &c. — 274,432 4 74 
{i On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 6,998 14 5 
| To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum ifſued thereout to make 
5 good certain deficiencies, &c. — — _ 42,445 5 5 
1 To the Levant Company, to be applied in affting the ſaid Company | 
5 in carrying on their trade, — — — 5,000 o © 
| 6 To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's 0 
1 0 orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 6,580 © 0 
pil 
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j To enable his Majeſty to make good the ſeveral ſums payable to the 
perſons who have ſubſcribed the capital ſtock of 3 per cent. annuities, to Y 
1 1 be diſcharged, &c. — — — — 1,350,000 o o g 
*. if Io make good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of 1771, 39,450 © 10; l 
4 To be paid to Charles Irving, for the diſcovery of an eaſy and prac- | | 
FF ticable method of making ſea water freſh and wholeſome, — 5,000 © o 


To enable his Majeſty to reward Daniel Peter Layard, Doctor of 
Phyſic, for his advice towards preventing the diſorder among the horned 


„„. — — — — — 50 0 © 
To be paid as a compenſation to Edward Hill, for the loſs he will 

ſuſtain by diſcontinuing the uſe of peſtles in making gunpowder, &c. 1,500 o 0 

Total, " 7-186, ,253 31 
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The Wars and ME aAxs for raiſing the Tg ſupplies. ' 


Thath on malt, — . 0 IE, 
Land tax at 38. — — — 
Certain ſurpluſſes of the Sinking fund, : — — 
Ditto, 13 „ * — — 
By Exchequer bills, — — 3 
By agreement with the Eaſt India nen, — 
Certain exceſſes of the ſinking fund, | — ns 

By certain ſayings, &c. — — "vos 
Ditto — — nw DEPT I 
Ditto, — — — — — 
Ditto, — — * _ 
By a lottery, — — — 
From the ſinking fund, — — hs 
Certain monies reſerved for the direction of Parliament, 

The ſurpluſſes of certain deductions, &c. — — 


A certain ſum in the Exchequer for the diſpoſition of Parliament, 


Total of ways and means provided, &c. 
Ditto of ſupplies granted, &c. 


Exceſs of provifions, — — — 


There were no extra duties or alteration of duties impoſed or made aN this year. 


k 161 
. 
750,000 o o 
1, 500, 0 © o 
136,416 o 85 
$5,192 6 114 
1,800,000 © © 
400,000 © © 
. 805,398 13 2 
138,000 5 10 
30,772 10 © 
1,863 13 10 
40,000 0 0 
150,000 o o 
1,356,723 1 2 
20,000 © © 
21,710 © © 
10,426 9 3 
7,722,593 © 117 


7,186,253 3 0 


$30,339 17 1 "I 


2 


A general ſtatement of the public debts at the receipt of the Exchequer, ſtanding out Janu- 


ary 5, 1772, with the annual intereſt, &c. 

| Principal Debt. 
£5.44 0 

2,034,304 12 9 

4,200,000 0 0 


04,137,945 1 


* Exchequer, 
Eaſt India Company, 
Bank of England, 

By remaining annuities of one life each, 
granted on the lotteries of 1745 and 1746.— 
Ditto on the 3 per cent, annuities of 1757 and 
1701; as alſo on the annuities of 1 per cent. 
for 98 years to the ſubſcribers to the loan of 
12,000,0001. granted for the ſervice of the year 
1762, together with the charges of management 
to the Bank of England, 

South Sea Company, 


T 


IE 


29,125,309 13 112 


Total, 127,497,019 3 25 


Annual Intereſt, &c. 


* 


5. 


d. 


153,066 4 8 
127,087 10 © 
3-088,616 5 7 


327,515 3 
829,507 8 2 


— m, 


4,526,392 8 8 


—_— 


— 


— ——— 


* 
The land taxes and duties on malt being annual grants, are not charged in this account, nor the 1, ooo, oool. 


oy on the deduction of 6d. per pound on penſions, nor the 1,800,0001, borrowed in 1771, charged on the 
upplies in 1 . 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CurtsTMA's 1771, to 8 1772. | 


OO Þ OM , e 


O Om Oo OOO OGS cy = 0 > OWhY Og = e Sn 


Countries, Imports. 
Africa, — — 92, 338 12 © 
Canaries, — — 12,773 10 
Denmark and Norway, — 85,521 17 
Eaſt Country, — — 209,189 1 
Eaſt India, — — 2,473,192 8 
Flanders, = _ 99,473 6 
France, — _ 54,948 11 
Germany, — — 701,813 5 
Greenland, . — — 23,449 18 
Holland, — — 324,901 8 
Ireland, — — 1,242,305 18 
Italy, — — 858,599 8 1 
Madeiras, — — 3330 3 
Portugal, — — 347,373 11 
Ruſſia, — — 1,008,948 11 
Spain, — — 510, 637 9 
Streights, — — 13,902 15 
Sweden, — — 187,826 1 
Turkey, — — 154,052 8 
Venice, — =" OH 6 
Alderney, — — 79 13 
Guernſey, — — 31,848 1 
Jerſey, — — 17,627 3 
Canada, _ — 47,995 4 
Carolina, — — 425,923 1 
Cape Breton, — — 255 8 
Florida, — _ 16,722 17 
Georgia, — — 6,083 18 
Hudſon's Bay, — 8.005 17 
New England, — 126,265 7 
Newfoundland, — 67,625 2 1 
New Providence, — 5,817 18 
New York, — — 2,707 8 
Nova Scotia, — — 4,663 12 
Pennſylvania, 29,133 12 
Virginia and Maryland, — 528,404 10 
Antigua, — 166,351 12 
Barbadoes, — — 210,842 12 
Bermudas, — — 2c 2 3 
Dominica, — — 215,667 7 
Grenada, — — 492,974 5 
Jamaica, — — 1,483,818 19 
Montſerrat, — 82,873 18 
Nevis, — 82,331 17 
A, © 1} > — — 24,947 18 
St. Kitts, — = 02,003 © 
St. Euſtatia, — 6,152 £5 
St. Vincent, — 155,182 18 
Tobago, — — 19,718 19 
Tortola, — — 58, 111. 9 
Honduras Bay, — — 51,079 13 1 
Muſquito Shore, — — IS 580 3 
Totals, I 13,298,452 $2 
Exports exceed the Imports, 2,860,960 14 -2 


Exports, 
866,394 11 3 | 
101,972 14 3 
I, 
103,001 2 : 
941,301 4 5 
793-454 12 5. 
290,989 16 1 
1,354,181 6 6 
35 15 4 
1,997,815 1 4 
1,963,787 4 © 
831,514 1 $8 
12,107 4 
635,114 4 2 
139,470 15 5 
805,038 0 1 
141,720 s 9 
54,09 14 9 
6,8923 4 4 
0,849 ry 
1,470 18 1 
31,504 10 3 
31,099 12 10 
203,779 5 © 
449,610 2 2 
121 6 9g 
40, 458 2 9 
92,406 4 4 
6,331 2 9 
824,830 8 9g 
107,822 14 0 
1,504 © 9 
343.979 19 9 
34,688 3 3 
507, 909 14 © 
793,910 13 2 
116,074 10 11 
138,841 10 7 
11,798 14 6 
60, 526 14 2 
191,774 18 9 
$92,733 5 Þ 
23,334 7 8 
18% 18 x 
118,914 4 9 
38,301 18 10 
30,797 4 10 
30,580 © 11 
1,535 14 10 
4,728 12 11 
10,159,412 14 4 
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11712 A general account of the chriſtenings and burials within the bills of morality, in Lead 
from December 10, 1771, to December 15, 1772. | I 
 CHRISTENED. | 83 2 
Males, 9,172 ./* . Males, 13,185 
Females, 8,744 Females, 12,868 
Total, 17,916 Total, 26,053 


At Paris,—biiths, 18,713; :deaths; 20,374; —— N ; foundlings received in the 


hoſpitals, 7676. 

At Amſterdam, —deaths, 10,609 ; baptiſms in the . reformed churches, 4,637; mar- 
riages, 2,037. 

At Copenhagen, — births, 2, 604; deaths, 4,200; marriages, 745. 

At Whitby, — deaths, 313; baptiſms, 229; marriages, 59. 

1773 In the ſpeech from the Throne at the meeting of Parliament on the 26th of November, of 
the laſt year, it was obſerved, that the private convenience of the Members would have been 
conſulted by allowing a longer receſs from buſineſs, if ſome very important public ſervices had 
not required the immediate attention of Parliament. It then ſhewed how much the commerce 
and revenues of the nation, as well as the private rights and intereſts of numerous individuals 
were intereſted in the maintenance ef the credit and proſperity of the Eaſt India Company ; 
and that upon information of the difficulties in which that company appeared to be involved, 
it was determined to give them an early opportunity of informing themſelves fully of the truc 
ſlate of their affairs, and of making ſuch proviſions for the common benefit and ſecurity of the 
various intereſts concerned, as ſhould be found beſt adapted to the exigencies of the caſe. 

A motion was, therefore, made in the Houſe of Commons, that, for the better taking into 
conſideration the affairs of the company, a committee of ſecrecy, conſiſting of thirteen perſons, 
to be choſen by ballot, ſhould be appointed for that purpoſe; which paſſed, atter ſome oppoſi- 
tion, without a diviſion. 

In little more than a week after its appointment, the preſident of this committee preſented a 
report on the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, which ſtated, that though the company were 
much diſtreſſed in money matters, they were, notwithſtanding, preparing to ſend out an ex- 
penſive commiſſion of ſuperviſion to India, which would ſtill add to that diſtreſs, and there- 
fore recommended that a bill ſhould be brought in to reſtrain. them, for a limited time, from 
ſending out any ſuch commiſſion, This recommendation was immediately adopted, and, after 
debates of no common length and violence, in both Houles, received the royal aſſent. 

In the courſe of theſe diſcuſfions it appeared, that fince the year 1765, the company's ex- 
pences had increaſed from 7500,0001. to the enormous ſum of 1, 700, oool. annually. It alſo 
appeared, that government had received by the net duties, the indemnity upon tea and the 
ſtipulated 400,000. little leſs than two millions annually from the company, That the latter 
had loft by the indemnity agreement, from its firſt commencement, at leaſt one million ; of 
which 70, oool. went to government, and the remainder to the purchaſers. It was alſo 
ſhewn, that government had profited, during the laſt five years, to the amount of 3, 395, oool. 
viz. by the produce of the annual ſtipulated payment 2, 200, oool. and by the encreate of the 
revenue, nen on a medium with the five preceding years, 1,195,000, That the whole 
of the company's ee of dividend, during the ſame period, ſcarcely amounted to oo, oool. 
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1773 more ted per cent. upon its capital, which was thi loweſt trading dividend that had ""_ 


been made during the moſt expenſive and dangerous wars, In ſhort, it appeared upon the 
whole, that the-company's mercantile profits during the above period, amounted on an average 
to 464, oo0l. annually, which would have afforded a dividend of 12+ per cent.; ſo that while | 
government profited to the great amount we have mentioned, the company and Proprietary, 
inſtead of receiving any benefit, loſt conſiderably of the dividend, which the profits on their 
trade alone would have afforded. Arguments againſt the bill were founded upon this ſtate. 
ment; on the right of the company to appoint their own ſervants, and the ruinous conſe. 
quences which might arife from delay, in checking the miſconduct, diſobedience, and raps. 
city of their ſervants in the preſidencies abroad, which had unfortunately continued, without 
interruption, from the fatal loſs of the Aurora, in which the three gentlemen, who were ſent 
out in the year 1769, as ſuperiors to India, were too juſtly believed to have periſhed. But it 
was, however, inſiſted, on the other fide, that the evils in India were of ſach a magnitude, 
that nothing leſs than the legiſlature could reform them, and that its ſupreme controuling 
power could never be applied with greater propriety, or the proſpect of greater advantage than 
in the preſent inſtance, when the welfare and ſecurity of many millions, and the preſervation 
of great countries and revenues depended upon its exertion. | 

In conſequence of a previous petition from the Eaft India Company for a loan, the minif- 
ter, on the gth of March, moved, as a matter of political expediency, but not as a claim of 
right,“ That the affairs of the Eaſt India Company being in ſuch a ſtate as to require par- 
liamentary afhſtance, a ſupply of 1, 400, oool. be granted to the company; provided, at the ſame 


time, that due care be taken that ſuch neceſſary regulations ſhould be adopted, as to prevent 


the company's experiencing ſimilar exigencies for the future. 

March 23.— The following reſolutions were moved and carried in the Houſe of Commons: 
That ſuppoſing the public ſhould advance a loan to the Eaſt India Company, the company's 
dividend ſhould be reſtrained to fix per cent. until the re-payment of the ſum advanced; and 
that the company be allowed to divide no more than ſeven per cent. until their bond debt is 
reduced to 1, 500, oo0l.“ 

April 5.—AIt was alſo moved and carried, —“ That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that it 
will be more beneficial to the public and the Eaſt India Company, to let the territorial acqui- 
ſitions remain in the poſſeſſion of the company for a limited time, not exceeding the term ol 
fix years, to commence from the agreement between the public and the company. That no 
participation of profits ſhall take place between the public and the company, until after the 
repayment of 1,400,000]. advanced to the company, and the reduction of the company's bond 
debt to 1,500,000l. And that after the payment of the loan advanced to the company, and 
the reduction of their bond debt to the ſum ſpecified, three-fourths of the net ſurplus profits of 
the company at home above the ſum of eight per cent. upon their capital ſtock ſhall be paid 
into the Exchequer, for the uſe of the pablicy and the remaining one-fourth ſhall be ſet apart, 
either for further reducing the company's bond debt, or for compoſing a fund for the diſcharge 
of any contingent exigencies the company may labour under.” 

After the Houſe of Commons had, for two months, continually occupied itſelf with the 
affairs of this company; reſolutions, to the following effect, were moved and made the foun- 
dation of a bill, . For eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the better management of the affairs 
of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe.“ 

Firſt, That the Court of Directors ſhould, in future, be elected for four years, fix mem- 


bers annually ; but none to hold their feats longer than four years. 
Secondly, 


A+ v. 
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S edi % That no o perſon ſhould vote at the election of * directors 10 had not poſ- 
ſeſſed their ſtock twelve months. | 
Thirdly, © That the qualification ſtock ſhould, inſtead of wit be/1000l. 
Fourthly, That the Mayor's Court of Calcutta ſhould, for the future, be confined to 
ſmall mercantile cauſes, to which only its oper mew extended before the territorial ac- 
quiſition. N 
Fifthly, „That in lieu of this court, us taken away, a new one be eſtabliſhed, conſiſt- 
ing of a chief juſtice and three puiſne judges. 


Sixthly, “ That theſe judges be appointed by the crown. 

Seventhly, That a ſuperiority be * to the preſidency of Bengal over the other pre- 
ſidencies in India. | 

After ſeveral weeks continual agitation, this bill, which had naturally attracted the atten- 
tion of all orders of people, was paſſed by great majorities in both houſes, and from the mo- 
ment it received the royal aſſent, the Eaſt India Company may be conſidered as, in a great 
meaſure, if not wholly, in the hands of the Miniſters of the Crown. 

Though the colonies had engaged in reſolutions not to import any tea from Great Britain, 
yet means had been found to import it, though in ſmaller quantities than heretofore; which 
decreaſe of importation was alſo owing, in ſome meaſure, to the lower price of ſuch as were 
brought from other countries. This diminution in the export of the teas, was very diſad- 
vantageous to the Eaſt India Company; and in order to make them ſome compenſation, they 
were permitted by Parliament to export it to America free of any duty payable by the 
company. 

In conſequence of this privilege, the company freighted ſeveral ſhips with tea for North A- 
merica, and appointed agents to diſpoſe of it in the ſeveral colonies; but ſuch was the then 
determination there, to counteract the deſigns of the Britiſh miniſtry, that when three ſhips 
laden with tea entered the harbour of Boſton, the impoſſibility of landing it was ſo evident, 
that the captains of the veſſels would willingly have carried it back to England, could they 
have obtained a formal permiſhon from thoſe who were poſſeſſed of official power to grant it. 

In the mean time the inhabitants, who were convinced that the tea would, by ſome means 
or other, be landed, if the ſhips were ſuffered to remain in the harbour, reſolved to take ſuch 
a mode of prevention, as would effectually check the deſign of making any future attempts of a 
ſimilar nature. ; 

They therefore gave notice to the conſignees, and the captains, that they would not permit 
them to bring their teas aſhore, and infiſted on the departure of the veſſels with their cargoes ; 
which being refuſed by the governor and the officers of the cuſtom-houſe, a number of diſ- 
guiſed perſons boarded the ſhips and threw the whole cargoes into the ſea. | 

The ſame conduct was purſued towards veſlels laden with tea in other parts of America. At 
Philadelphia the pilots were forbidden to conduct them up the river Delawar; and, at New 
York, though ſome cheſts were landed under the protection of a man of war, the governor 
was under the neceſſity of delivering them into cuſtody, to preſerve the public peace. 

At this time it appears, that the value of the ſhipping built in the colonies, amounted to 
116,500l. annually; and that the conſumption of teas, before the! ö duties were 
queſtioned, to 600, oool. 

It appears by an authentic article publiſhed in the Belfaſt News Letter, dated the 6th of 
April in this year, that the number of ſhips and their tonnage, which ſailed with paſſengers 
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1773 from the North of Ireland to North America, in the two an years,” were 1 


follows: 


Years, 


In 1771 


1772 


Ships. Tons. © 
„ _ 6,900 
49 — 30 — 8,4 50 
Total, 62 17,350 


It is ſuppoſed, on a moderate computation, that the number of paſſengers were equal to the 
tons. The greateſt part of theſe emigrants paid their paſſage, which at 31. 10s, each, amount. 
ed to 60,7251. moſt of them people employed in the linen manufacture, or farmers, &c, 

From accounts publiſhed at this time, it appears that the importation of coals into London, 
in the year 1772, amounted to 720,000 chaldrons, which was the greateſt that had been 


known. 


In this year the importation of ſugars from the Weſt Indies to Briſtol, amounted to 20,000 
hogſheads, which was 5,000 more than had ever been introduced into that port, in any one 
preceding year, 

On the 2d of June, the Honourable Captain Phipps, now Lord Mulgrave, and Captain 
Lutwitch, in the Race Horſe and Carcaſe frigates, failed from the Nore on a voyage of dif. 
covery towards the North Pole. Mr. Lyons was appointed, by the Board of Longitude, to 
accompany them, to make obſervations in aſtronomy, natural hiſtory and philoſophy, 

By an account laid before the Houſe of Commons of the number of horſes exported from 
England, from January 3, 1750, to January 5, 1772, the numbers appeared to be, 


Hor ſes. 

During fourteen years peace, — 21,348 
During eight years war, — — 7,783 
In all, | 29,131 


3 


The total number of proprietors of Eaſt India ſtock, with their qualifications, as they ſtood 
in the company's books, the 4th of March in this year, were as follows : 


Engliſh, poſſeſſing r00ol. ſtock, and upwards, 487 


Proprietors, Stock. 


E 


1,018,398 19 11 
Foreign, poſlefling 1000l. ſtock, and upwards, 325 890,940 17 0 


Total, of 1000]. ſtock, 


o_ 


— — 812 Tot. ſtock, 1, 900, 339 16 11 
Proprietors. „ 
Engliſh, poſſeſſing 500l. ſtock and upwards, | £: ISS 
not amounting to 10001.  _ , 1,246 634,464 1 8 
Foreign, poſſeſſing 500l. ſtock, &c. 95 50, 226 © 0 
Total, of 500l. ſtock, — — 1,341 Tot. ſtock, 684,690 18 


In 
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In the London Gazette of July 31, the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of 
the Bank, gave notice, that any quantity of guineas, half guineas, and quarter guineas, (cut 
or defaced agreeable to the act) not leſs than fifty guineas in a parcel, would be taken in there 
on Monday, Auguſt 2, and eyery Monday, Wb and Saturday, till further notice; at 
the rate of gl. 178. 103d. per ounce. | 

In the courſe of this year, 4,106 ſhips cleared at the Colon bout, Newcaſtle, of which 


3,720 were coaſters, and 386 for foreign parts. 
The following bills, relating to trade and commerce, received the RON aſſent in the courſe 


of this year: 

To 3 the ſubjects of foreign ſtates to lend money upon e in the Weſt Indies. 

For naturalizing the children of foreign Proteſtants, ſubjects of Great Britain. 

To enable certain perſons to work a peſtle mill at Tunbridge in Kent. 

For draining and improving the fens in the pariſhes of Upwell, Outwell, Denver, and 
Weley, lying on the ſouth fide of Popham's Eau in the Ifle of Ely. 

For draining the fens between Mildenhall River, South ; Plant Lond and Brandon River, 
North; bounded on the Welt by the Ouſe, and the Eaſt by Winder Lond Marſwell * 


in the Iſle of Ely. 


To prevent abuſes in the ſale of ſhares of ſhips, to foreigners, Britiſh built. 

For better regulating ſhips loaded with coals in the ports of Sunderland and Newcaſtle. 

For the better regulation and government of pilots, conducting Ys and veſſels out of the 
port of King's Lynn, in the county of Norfolk. | 

For making and extending the navigation of the river Bure, from Coltiſhall to Aylſham 
Bridge, in the county of Norfolk. | 

For eſtabliſhing a plate-glaſs manufactory. 

To allow a drawback of the duties of the cuſtoms on the exportation of teas to * of his 
Majeſty's colonies or plantations in America, 

To regulate the importation and exportation of corn. 

To enlarge the powers of two acts for making a navigable canal from the river of Forth, at 
or near the mouth of the river Carron, to the river Clyde in Scotland, 

To enable the Earl of Thanet to make a navigable canal from the ſpring near Skipton in 
Yorkſhire, to communicate with the Leeds and Liverpool canal. | 

For appointing wardens and aſſay maſters, for aſſaying wrought plate in the towns of Bir- 
mingham and Sheffield. 

For eſtabliſhing certain rules and orders for the future management of the affairs of the Eaſt 
India Company, as well in India as in Europe. 

To prevent paper bills of credit hereafter to be iſſued in any of his Majeſty” 8 colonies or 
plantations in America, from being declared to be a legal payment. 

For altering the puniſhment of perſons fraudulently marking of plate. 

To prevent the counterfeiting or diminiſhing the gold coin of the kingdom. 

To regulate the wages or © prices of journeymen weavers in Spitalfields, or within five miles 
of London. 

For the better als common « fields, commons and waſtes. 

To prevent the counterfeiting of bank notes or bills, and to prevent obtaining falſe credit 
by the imitation of bank notes or bills. 

By this act, paper makers, not authorifed by the Bank, who ſhall make any paper with 
the words Bank of ENGLAND, BANK POST BILL, or any words expreſſing the /um or 

3 amount 
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12772 amount, in white letters in a black ground, or. having any plate ſo cated; in their cu 


ſhall be committed to the county gaol and ſuffer impriſonment therein, for any term not ex. 
. cceding fix months. The ſame puniſhment is likewiſe to be inflicted * all perſons ho 
ſhall utter notes with any ſuch marks upon them.” 


* 
y 


2A 


SUPPLIESs granted by Parliament for the year 1773. 1 
For 20,000 ſeamen, including 4,354 marines, &c. — 1, 4o, ooo © o 
For 17,070 land forces, including 1,522 invalids, &c. — 616,895 1 10 
For maintaining garriſons, &c. — — 396.935 5 10; 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhment of 
certain troops, &c. — — — — 2 | $5593 9 5 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff officers, es, — 11,473 18 6: 
For the out- penſioners of Chelſea, &c. — — 122,982 3 9 
For the office of ordnance for the land ſervice — 218,460 13 10 
For ditto, not provided for by Parliament in 1772, — 17,954 4 7 
For the ordinary of the navy, — 2 424,019 © 9 
Towards building and repairs of ſhips, &c. — 421,554 © 0 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, / 5, 146 10 5 
"i Ditto of Georgia, — — N 3,086 © © 
kl Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — — 4,959 © © 
i Ditto of Weſt Florida, 2 _ ”_y 75274 13 6 
4 Ditto of Senegambia, — 558 _ 6,336 © o: 
. On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 1,885 4 0 
0 On account of reduced officers of the land forces, &c. — 111,127 5 10 
if For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 
ut troops of horſe guards, &c. — — — 1,148 10 o 
0 For the penſions payable to widows of certain reduced officers, 628 © o 
1 On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 
1000 North Britain, — — — 8 6,998 10 9 
Wt! To the Levant Company, to aſſiſt them in carrying on their trade, 5,000 © © 
10 To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame for 
ll certain purpoſes, &c. — — — — 43,245 11 6 
. For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — — 1,800,000 o o 
. For the maintenance of Weſtminſter bridge, — — 2,000 o © 
ts For the extraordinaries of the army, &c. — — 249,708 12 1 
1 To make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1772, 21,085 1 7 
| i For repairing, &c. the Britiſh forts on the coaſt of Africa, 13,000 © o 
if To be applied for the purpoſe of relieving the Eaſt India Company, and 
ij for ſecuring to the creditors of the ſaid company, a more ſpeedy ſatisfac- _— 
b tion of their demands, | — — — 1,400,000 © o 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum which has been iſſued, by - 
his Majeſty's orders, in purſuance of addreſſes of Parliament, — 6,200 © © 
To John Harriſon, as a further reward for his invention of a time 
keeper, for aſcertaining the longitude at ſea, — — 8,750 0 0 


cw — —— 


Carried over, 6,978,347 19 o 


„ tus 010% or en was 8 - 16g f 
| "Brough over, 6,918,347 9 of 

To enable bis Majeſty to repay Meſſes, Hodſon, Gordon and Debo- | 
nair, the like ſum which has been . by them to the commiſſion- 


ers of exciſe, &. — — — 4. © - 
To be adyanced to Doftor Richard Williams, ke. for i inventing a faſt | OS 
green and N dye on cotton * &c. 1 — 2,000 o o 
Total of bre, e 2 721 19 o 
* 5. ig 
Was and Mx ans for rang the foregoing ſupplies. No 
Duty on malt, ce. — | — — 750, o © o 
Land tax, at 38. — — — — 1, 500, 00 © © 
By certain ſurpluſſes remaining i in the Exchequer, — 350,193 7 47 
Exchequer bills, — — — 1,400,000 © o 
From the ſinking fund, — — — 2,349,806 12 74 
By loans or Exchequer bills, &c. — — | 1,000,000 © © 
From the produce of the duties e for the diſpoſition of Par- FF 
liament, — — — . _ 648 9 0 
From the Eaſt India Company, — — 169,398 18 2 
By certain balances remaining in the Exchequer, &c. — 9,961 11 8 
Total Ways and Means, — 1 9 10 
Total Supplies, — — 6,984,710 9 03. 
Exceſs of Provifions, | — Nl 54.649 10 9+ 


nnn 


The ſtate of che national debt remains the ſame as in our r laſt account of it. 

y The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia of England, for one year, beginning 
the 25th of March, 1770, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies ariſing by the land- tax 
granted for the ſervice of the ſaid year. 

Additional duties and regulations of duties impoſed AP made in the courſe of this year. 

May 17.—A duty of 18. 6d. was laid on every chaldron of culm, Newcaſtle WN export - 
ed to Liſbon in any foreign veſſel. 

An additional duty of 11d. per ſquare yard, and in chat proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity, was laid on all paper, ee wa or ſtained in foreign parts, imported into 
this kingdom. 

July 14.— The duty of 11, 10s. payable for every negroe which ſhould be imported i into the 
iſland of Dominica, or exported from the iſland of Jamaica, ceaſed and determined; and in 
lieu thereof, a duty of 2s. 6d, ſterling money was voted to be paid for every negroe which 


Jun be imported into the ſaid iſland of Dominica, or exported from the ſaid iſland of 
amaica, 
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2772 amount, in white letters in a black ground, or having any plate fo engraved | in their rent 
ſhall be committed to the county gaol and ſuffer impriſonment therein, for any term not ex. 
ceeding fix months. The ſame puniſhment is likewiſe to be inflicted upon all perſons who 


hall utter notes with any ſuch marks upon them.” 


_ SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for the year 1773. | Li 00" © 

For 20,000 ſeamen, including 4,354 marines, &c. —_— 15040, 00 © o 
For 17,070 land forces, including 1, 522 invalids, &c. — 616,895 1 10 
For maintaining garriſons, &c. wich 8 396,935 5 16x 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhment of 

certain troops, &c. — — 8 8 | $5593 9 5 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff officers, hes, — | 11,473 18 6: 
For the out-penſioners of Chelſea, &c. — — 122,982 3 9 
For the office of ordnance for the land ſervice — 218,460 13 10 
For ditto, not provided for by Parliament in 1772, — 17,954 4 7 
For the ordinary of the navy, — — | 424,019 © 9g 
Towards building and repairs of ſhips, &c. — 421,554 © O 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, — 5,146 10 x 
Ditto of Georgia, —— — — 3,086 © o 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — __ 4,959 © © 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — | — on 7+274 13 6 
Ditto of Senegambia, — _ ow 6,336 © 9: 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 1,885 4 0 
On account of reduced officers of the land forces, &c. — 111,127 5 10 
For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced 

troops of horſe guards, &c. — — — 1,148 10 © 
For the penſions payable to widows of certain reduced officers, 628 © © 
On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of 

North Britain, — — — — 6,998 10 9 
To the Levant Company, to aſſiſt them in carrying on their trade, 5,000 © © 
To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame for 

certain purpoſes, &c. — — — — 43,245 11 6 
For paying off certain Exchequer bills, _ — 1, 800, ooo o o 
For the maintenance of Weſtminſter bridge, — — 2,000 © o 
For the extraordinaries of the army, &c. — — 249,708 12 17 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the year 1772, 21,085 1 7 | 
For repairing, &c. the Britiſh forts on the coaſt of Africa, 13,000 © © 
To be applied for the purpoſe of relieving the Eaſt India Company, and 

for ſecuring to the creditors of the {aid company, a more ſpeedy ſatisfac- 5 

tion of their demands, — — — 1,400,000 o o 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum which has been iſſued, by 

his Majeſty's orders, in purſuance of addreſſes of Parliament, — 6,200 0 0 
To John Harriſon, as a further reward for his invention of a time 

keeper, for aſcertaining the longitude at ſea, — = 8,750 © © 


1 


. 


Carried over, 6,978,347 19 o 


— 
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To 3 his Majeſty to repay Meſſrs, Hoon, Gordon and Debo- / 
nair, the like ſum which has been _ by them to the commiſſion- 


ers of exciſe, &. — ES, 3 4.363 © © 
To be advanced to Doctor Richard Williams, &c. Fong inventing : a faſt | ir 
r and yellow dye on cotton * &c. 3 — 2,000 o 0 
Total of ſupplies, | e 11 19 * 
Wars and M Axs for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. | : 
Duty on malt, kak. — 5 7 wk 250,000. 0 o 
Land tax, at 38. — — — — 1,500,000 © o 
By certain ſurpluſſes remaining it in the Exchequer, — 350,193 7 47 
Exchequer bills, = — — 1,400,000 © © 
From the ſinking fund, — — — 2,349,806 12 73 
By loans or Exchequer bills, &c. — — 1,000,000 © o 
From the produce of the duties N for the diſpoſition of Par- ; 
liament, — — — — — 
From the Eaſt India Company, — — 
By certain balances remaining in the Exchequer, &c, — 
Total Ways and Means, — 180 9 10 
Total Supplies, — — 6,984,710 19 03. 
Exceſs of Proviſions, — 554,649 10 97 
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The ſtate of the national debt remains the ſame as in our laſt account of it. 

t+ The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia of England, for one year, beginning 
the 25th of March, 1970, was ordered to be defrayed out of the monies ariſing by the land- tax 
granted for the ſervice of the ſaid year. 

Additional daties and regulations of duties ;mpoſed ; and made in the courſe of this year. 

May 17.—A duty of 18. 6d, was laid on every chaldron of culm, Newcaſtle — export- 
ed to Liſbon in any foreign veſſel. 

An additional duty of 15d. per ſquare yard, and in that proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity, was laid on all paper, pointe painted, or ined | in n foreign parts, imported into 
this kingdom, 

July 14.— The duty of 11. 10s. s. payable for every negroe which ſhould be imported i into the 
iſland of Dominica, or exported from the iſland of Jamaica, ceaſed and determined; and in 
lieu thereof, a duty of 2s. 6d, ſterling money was voted to be paid for every negroe which 


ſhovld be imported into the ſaid iſland of Dominica, or exported from the ſaid iſland of 
Jamaica, 
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IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from Cuntbaaic 1772, to CunisTMAs 1773. | 


Countries. * Imports. | Exports. 
; Africa, . AG 68,424 4 9 & 7 662,112 7 it 
- _ © Canaries, | _ —: — 10,635 11 9 43,889 10 1 
Denmark and Norway, — 7 104.4 j o - 161,399 4 10 
Eaſt. Country, — — 104,337 12 2 68,571 19 8 
Eaſt India, — — 185,933,096 18 5; 84,70% 6 6 
Flanders, — _ -. "70,9069. 1 <6; 1,006, 60 t 6 7 
France, — —— 44,484 1 3 285,770 4 0 
Germany, — — — 454,186 9 5 1,337,882 1 10 
Greenland, —— 17,644 14 10 28 10 4 
Holland, — — 411,642 6 1,893,860 14 6 
Ireland, — — 1,252,817 3 7 1,918,802 18 10 
Ille of Man, — [ns 4.563 4 19,330 4 4 
Italy, — — — 480,349 6 o 548,729 O 1 
Madeiras — — 2,499 o 8 13,118 14 7 
Portugal, — — 349,214 13 4 522,379 10 f 
Ruſſia, — — — 850, 112 18 5 196,229 1 3 
Spain, = — 462,342 12 0 839,072 7 4 
Streights, — — 714 9 0 03-098 6 9 
Sweden, — — 161,603 16 * 36,308 o 8 
Turkey, — — 163,538 17 9 118,475 60 
Venice, — — 104, 03 10 7 98,371 4 6 
Alderney, — —ͤ ͤ 77 1,891 18 7 
Guernſey, — — 43, 1 5 9 39,223 © 9 
Jerſey, — — 11,881. 4 4 20, C 5 1 0 
Antigua, — — 112,779 © 10 03;423-2 7 
Barbadoes, — — 168,682 6 1 148,875 9 : | 
Bermudas, — — 5809 10 © 10,051 18 9g 
Canada, — — 42,394 11 2 316,867 19 6 
Carolina, — 456,513 8 4 344359 9 1 
Cape Breton, — — 16 6 984 6 4 
Dominica, — — — 248,868 16 5 434079 12 7 
Florida, — — 7,129 13 315 + tl et 
Georgia, — — 85,391 1 8 62,932 19 8 
Granades, — — 445,041 © 9g 102,701 1 6 
Hudſon's Bay, —— _ 8,943 4 2 : 6,467 9 9 
Jamaica, — — 1,286,888 16 6 683,451 $8 10 
Montſerrat, — — — 47,911 12 8 14,974 6 1 
Ne vis, — — 39,299 7 6 9,181 14 8 
New England, — — 124,624 19 6 $27,055 15 10 
Newfoundland, — — 68,087 119 Dee 
New 1 — —— 3,3790 11 4 2,132 16 4 
New Vork, — — 76,246 12 © 289,214 in. 
Nova Scotia, — — 1,719 9 3 27,032 18 4 
Pennſylvania, — — 36,662 8 9g 426,448 17 3 
St. Chriſtopher's, —— 150, 612. 8 8 62,60% 19 10 
St. Croix, — — 6,706 c i,248 3 6 
St. Euſtatia, — —— 5.730 19 4 | — 
St. Thomas, — — — —— 271 14 3 
St. Vincent, — — 145,619 0 2 38,444 4 5 
Tobago, — — — 20,453 19 2 30,049 20 
Tortola, — — 48,000 5 2 26,927 3 3 
Virginia and Maryland, —— 589,803 14 5 328,904 18 8 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, —— $50,041 5 7 16,144 18 11 
Totals, 11,406,841 3 8 14,763,263 2 4 
Exports exceed the Imports, 373 56,411 18 8 
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| a | By the calculations of the Abbe D'Expilly, publiſhed about this time in Paris, and preſent- 
ed by the author in-perſon to the French King, it appears, chat from the year 1691 to 1700, 
incluſive, France contained 35, 127 pariſhes, in which, within the above period, by an exact 
and complete abſtract, taken from the public regiſters, there were 4,679,083 births; 1,807,891 
marriages, and 6, 84,724 deaths. From 1754 to 1763, inclufively, being a like period of 
nine years, and in the ſame 35, 127 pariſhes, there were 8,532,110 births; 1,893,472 marriages, _ 
and 6;564,094 deaths: 'and from 1754 to 1763, in the 42, 105 pariſhes contained in the king- 
dom of France, 1 in which thoſe of Lorraine and Bar are comprized, 8,661,381 births; 4,663,822 
being boys, and ' 3,997, 560. girls;—1,922,163 marriages, and 6 men deaths, 3.4041 
being men and boys, and 3,203,920 women and girls. 
The number of chriſtenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &e. from 
December 15, 17752, to December 14, 1773, is as follows: | 
Chriſtened, males 8,549 Buried, males 10, 839 

— — females 8,256 females 10,817 


16,8 ic 257090 


At Paris, there were in this year, — births 18,847; deaths 18,518; marriages 4,810; found- 

lings received in the hoſpital 5,989. 

At Newcaſtle and Gateſhead, births 767; deaths 596. 

1774 His Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, on January 13, contained nothing very remark- 
able: its chief object was to recommend a particular attention to the ſtate of the gold coin, 

which had ſuffered a very alarming degree of diminution, and to continue the endeavours of 
the laſt ſeſſion towards reſtoring it to its natural ſtate of value and credit. America was not 

even mentioned. But no ſooner did advice arrive of the outrages committed on board the tea 
ſhips at Boſton, than both Houſes received a meſſage from the King, in which they were in- 

formed, that in conſequence of the unwarrantable practices carried on in North America, and 
particularly of the violent proceedings at the town and port of Boſton, with a view of obſtruct- 

ing the commerce of this kingdom, and upon grounds and pretences immediately ſubverſive 
of its conſtitution, it was thought fit to lay the whole matter before Parliament, in fall con- 
fidence that they would not only enable the crown to take ſuch meaſures as might be moſt - 
likely to put a ſtop to thoſe diſorders, but would alſo take into their moſt ſerious confideration, 
what further regulations-and permanent proviſions might be neceflary to be eſtabliſhed, for 
better ſecuring the laws, and the juſt dependence of the colonies upon the Crown and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain. | 

This meſſage was accompanied with a great number of authentic papers to juſtify the pro- 
priety of it, which contained all the neceſſary information relative to the late tranſactions in 
Maſlachuſet, and in other parts of America; and a bill was brought into Parliament, which, 

after conſiderable debates in both Houſes, received the royal aſſent, ©** for removing the officers 
concerned in the collection of the cuſtoms from the town of Boſton in the province of Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay in North/ America, and to diſcontinue the landing and diſcharging, lading and 
ſhipping of goods, wares and merchandize, at the ſaid town of Boſton or within the harbour 
thereof.“ 

This bill, called the Boſton Port Bill, was paſſed into a law on the following principles. — 
« That the oppoſition to the authority of Parliament had always originated in the colony of 
LK: 2 OI, 
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un Maſſachuſet, and that the calony.irfalf bad ever been inftigated20 rack conduct by this Cart 
© PONG of the town of Boſton. That it, therefore, became neceſſary to begin with that 
town, which, by a late unparalleled outrage, had led the way to the deſtruction of commerce ; 
in all parts of America: that if a ſevere and exemplary puniſhment was not inflicted on this * 
hueinous act, Great Britain would be wanting in the protection ſhe owed to her moſt Peaceable 
and meritorious ſubjets; and that had ſuch an infult been offered to Britiſh property in 3 
foreign port, the nation would have been called upon to demand ſatis faction for it.” 

IT be reſtraining clauſes of this act are, nn accompanied with one of a | conciliaing 

nature, as follows: | 

«© That whenever it ſhall be made to appear to his Majeſty, &c. that the trade of Great 
Britain may be ſafely carried on in the town of Boſton, and his Majeſty's cuſtoms duly col- 

4 lected, it ſhall be lawful for his Majeſty, by proclamation or order of council, to aflign and 
- appoint the extent, bounds and limits of the port or harbour of Boſton, &c. and alſo to ap- 
point ſuch places, wharfs, &c. within the harbour, &c. for the landing and ſhipping of goods, 
as his Majeſty ſhall judge neceſſary, and to appoint fuch officers of the cuſtoms as his Majeſty 
ſhall think fit; after which It ſhall be lawful for any perſon to lade or to diſcharge and land 

upon ſuch wharfs, &. ſo appointed. 

« Provided alſo, that nothing contained in this act, ſhall _ to enable his Majeſty to 
appoint ſuch port, wharfs, &c. at Boſton, until ſufficient ſatisfaction ſhall have been made 
by, or on behalf of the town of Boſton, to the Eaſt India Company, for the damage ſuſtained 
by the deſtruction of their goods ſent to Boſton, &c. and until reaſonable ſatisfaction ſhall 
have been made to the officers of the revenue and others, who ſuffered by the riots in the months 
of November and December, in the year 1773, and in the month of January, in 1774.“ 

But the Boſton Port Bill formed only one part of the coercive plan propoſed by the Miniſtry, 
as the effectual method of bringing her back to a ſtate of obedience. It was ſoon followed by 

a bill for the better regulating Government in the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay.“ The 
purpoſe of which was, to alter the conſtitution of that province as it ſtood upon the charter of 
King William; to take the whole executive power out of the hands of the democratic part, 
and to veſt the nomination of counſellors, judges, magiſtrates, &c. in the crown, and, in 
ſome caſes, in the King's governor, and all to be removeable at the pleaſure of the crown. 

The grounds alleged for bringing in this bill were as follows : 7 

That the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay not only promoted diſtractions within itſelf, but ſet 
an ill example to all the colonies ;—that an executive power was wanting ;—that the Poſſe 
Comitatus, of which the civil power conſiſts, were the very people who committed the riots ;— 
that there was a total defect in the conſtitutional power throughout ;—and that it, therefore, 
became abſolutely neceſſary to change the whole frame of * Maſſachuſet's eee as far 
as related to the executive and judicial powers. 

This bill produced very long and animated 8 but was paſſed in both Houſes is very 

; great majorities. 

. 2 | The diſpoſition ſo prevalent in both Houſes of 8 to ſtrong meaſures, and the ge- 
| neral opinion of the people co-operating with them, encouraged the Miniſtry to proceed in 
| their plan of reducing America to obedience : and another bill was ſoon after propoſed, © For 
| the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the caſes of perſons queſtioned for any acts done by 


of Maſſachuſet's Bay in New England.” IHE. 


them in the execution of the laws, or for the lupprethon of riots and tumults in the province 1 
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This bill Urte that in caſe any perſon was indifted in that 3 for Ord 
any other capital offence, and that it ſhould appear to the governor, that the fact was * 
mitted in the exerciſe or aid of magiſtracy, in ſuppreſſing tumults and riots,” and that a fair 
trial could not be had in the province, he ſhould ſend the perſon fo indicted, &c. to any co- 
lony, or to Great Britain, to be tried. This act was made to continue for four. years, 

It was urged that this bill was neceſſary to give efficacy to the two former. That it was in 
vain to appoint a magiſtracy that would act, if none could be found who would dare to exe- 
cute their orders: that theſe orders would moſt probably be refiſted by force, which would 
call forth an exertion of force to execute the laws: that, in this caſe; blood would probably be 
ſpilled ; and that it would be dangerous in any one to riſk the event, though in the execution 

of the moſt evident duty, if the rioters themſelves, or their nm were to be his Tyne 
This mode of proceeding was alſo juſtified by examples. 

This bill being carried with the ſame ſuperior ſtrength that had MAW the ſucceſs of the 
two preceding ones, the miniſtry were encouraged to propoſe à fourth, at the cloſe of the - 
ſeſſion, for making more effectual . for the W of the of Quebec, in 
North America. 

By this bill, the limits of that province were extended much further than they ſtood at the 
time of the laſt general peace. The affairs of the province were ſubmitted to the direction of 
a council, in which the King's Roman Catholic ſubjects in Canadæ were to be admitted: the 
members of this council were to be appointed by the crown, and removable at its option ; it 
was to be inveſted with the powers of legiſlation, and to exerciſe all the functions annexed to 
ſuch powers, excepting that of impoſing taxes. The French laws were eſtabliſhed, in civil 
cauſes, without a jury; and the Engliſh laws, with a trial by jury, only in criminal matters. 
The Roman Catholic ſecular clergy were ſecured in their poſſeſſions, and in the receipt of their 
| uſual tythes from people of their own communion. 

This bill, though oppoſed with great ſpirit and ability, in both Houſes, was s equally ſucceſs- 
ful with thoſe that preceded it ; but as it ſeemed, or was eafily ſtrained to wear the appearance 
of containing principles hoſtile to liberty and the tere religion, it produced no ſmall 
portion of public ſuſpicion and diſapprobation. | 

But while the Parliament of Great Britain was letting looſe the ſpirit of coercion on the 

 refraftory colonies, they were not idle in preparing to deprecate or reſiſt it. 

The firſt general congreſs was held at Philadelphia, on the gth of September, in | this year ; 
when fifty-one delegates were preſent, viz. for New Hampſhire, two; Maſſachuſet's Bay, 
four; Rhode Iſland, two; Connecticut, three; New York, ſeven; New Jerſey, four; Penn- 
N ſeven ; Newcaſtle, &c. counties, three; LAs four ; Virgins, ſeven ; Nenn 
Carolina, three; South Carolina, five. | 

Among other reſolutions, the following was agreed to at this convention, viz. 

Not to import or conſume any Britiſh goods, wares, or merchandize, after December 1 
nor export any of the produce of the faid colonies to Great Britain after the September * 
lowing. 

A petition to the King for redreſs of grievances was ſigned by the gs from twelve 
colonies at Philadelphia. 5 

The Houſe of Commons, this ſeſſion, went into a committee to confider of the preſent 
ſtate of the linen manufacture; when it appeared from witneſſes examined at the bar of the 
Houſe, that the linen manufacture of Scotland had decreaſed between two and three millions 
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2774 'of OT in the courſe of laſt year ; ; that the value of what was ſtamped during the'ſame th 
Vous ſhort of the preceding year 226, o00l.; that the average price of the cloth fold» in the year 
135769, was 12d. 3-12ths the yard; and, in the year 1973, but 9d;\5=24ths'; that four whole 
Counties, Glaſgow and Paiſley included, out of 6, 00 looms, had 2, 50 unemployed ; that 
the proportion of thoſe that were in general idle, was at leaſt one-third; that out of à certain 
_ . diftrift in the county of Sutherland, 600 out of 1,800 ſpinners had emigrated, and ſo in pro. 
portion in ſeveral other places therein ſpecified ; that ſome of the linens of 1992 were ſtill on 
hand unfold ; and, on the whole, that there were not, in the beginning of the preſent year, 
- much more than _ the. weavers Pen tn." the N ven or Scotland and north of 
England. 

In the eee committee oF enquiry, Mr. Pits, Wörner of the Bank, e 
long examination; and it appeared, from his teſtimony, that the imports of foreign linens, 
for four ſeries of five years, commencing in 1752, and ending in 1771, were 31, 24, 27, and 
26,000,000 yards per annum; that in 1772, it was 27, 000, ooo; but, in 1773, had fallen to 
17,000,000; which fell ſhort of the Joweſt import, being that of 1762, at the concluſion of 
the late war :—That the value of the exports from Great Britain to Holland and Germany, 

from 1958 to 1763, amounted to 28,000,000]. ; that from 1760 to 1766, they had fallen, on an 
average, to 4, ooo, oool. and a fraction each year; but that from the latter period to 1771, they 
had ſtill further decreaſed one-fourth, or to 3, ooo, oool. and a fraction annually: that the 
drawback on exportation had varied from 1752 to 1771, from 44, oool. to 76, oool. and in the 
number of yards exported, from 7 to 10, ooo, ooo: that during the above period, the bounties 

paid on Britiſh and Iriſh linens exported, were from 18, oool. to 63, oool.; and, on an average | 
of the three years preceding 1773, 61,0001, per annum: that the duties payable on the impor- 
tation of foreign linens for twenty years paſt, was 173,000]. per annum; that the home 
conſumption of foreign linens was about 18,000,000 of yards yearly ; and that the whole of 
the foreign linen import did not exceed 700,000. and a fraction, excluſive of what was im- 
ported from Ruſſia, which was generally 4,000,000 yards per annum. | 

It appears by the export entries at the cuſtom-houſe, at Dublin, that the linen trade alone 
had decreaſed 5,000,000 of yards, of the invoice value of 350,000]. in the year 1772; and by 
the exports from March 1172, to March 1773, they further decreaſed one-third, which 
brought them under 900,0001 ; ſo that the exports of linen and yarn, taken together, fell ſhort 
of 1,100,000]. which was little more than half of their amount in I771. 


The quantity of wollen drapery imported into Dublin in this year was as follows : 


Taras. 
From Cheſter, 129,918 
Briſtol, 5 1,756 
Total, 181,674 


The quantity of muſlins imported in the ſame period, amounted to 65,951 yards. 

The net duties received at the cuſtom-houſe of Dublin, for goods imported and exported } 
there, from the 3d of January, 1774, to the 3d of January, 1775, both days incluſive, amounted | 
to 360, 260l.; of which 352,3091. was on goods imported, and 7,9511. on goods ne 

The duty on hops, for this year, amounted to 138, 800l. and upwards. 

The exciſe on beer and ale, from January 1774, to January 1775, amounted to 1,38 6-420) 10s. 
— The whole revenue of the exciſe amounted to 3,437,129]. 12s. 6d; 


* 


1 
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_ It appeired 1 the exciſe books, that the coach- tax, from 1972 „inte, in this 
year, produced upwards of 42,0001. and was daily increaſing. 
The following reſolution' was reported to the Houſe of Commons, bm ihe: tts ap- 
pointed to conſider of the ſtate of the gold coin: That there be made, under the direction 
of the officers of his Majeſty” s mint, one weight of a guinea, and one weight of a ſhilling ; and | 
alſo other weights, being parts and multiples of the ſaid guinea weight and ſhilling weight, : 
according to the eſtabliſhed ſtandard of this realm; Which ſeveral weights, after they have | 
been aſcertained by the report of the-ſaid officers, and approved by his Majeſty in council, ; 
ſhall be the ſtandard weights for regulating and aſcertaining all weights to be made uſe of for 
- weighing the gold and ſilver coin of this realm, and ſhall be lodged in the cuſtody of an officer 
to be appointed for that purpoſe, with a ſalary to be paid out of the coinage duties; and any 
weights which ſhall from thenceforth be made uſe of for weighing the gold and filver coin of 
this realm, ſhall not be reputed and taken to be true and perfect, unleſs they have been com- 
pared with the ſaid ſtandard weights; and, in teſtimony thereof, marked by * officer to 
whom the cuſtody of the ſaid ſtandard weights ſhall be entruſted, * | 
An act was founded on this reſolution ; and, ſome time in the month of October, the mint 
officers preſented, for the approbation of his Majeſty in council, four boxes of very accurate 
weights, as ſtandards for weighing the coin of theſe kingdoms ; two ſeries of which, one. for 
gold, and the other for filyer, were to be preſerved in the mint, as originals ; the others, as 
duplicates or copies of the ſame, were delivered to the proper officer appointed for comparing 
and marking all ſuch weights for common ufe ; and from the laſt day of December following, 
no money weights were to be deemed legal but ſuch as were n by the ſaid officer, ac- 
cording to the above- mentioned act of Parliament. 
It appeared, at this time, that the deficient gold money paid into the Bank, together with 
the light money at the above place, amounted to 3, 418, 960l. 
A proclamation was iſſued on the 15th of October, forbidding the exportation of gun- 
powder, arms, or ammunition, from any part of Great Britain, for fix months, and even 
prohibiting the carrying of any coaſtwiſe, without firſt obtaining a ſpecial licence for ſo doing 
from the King or his privy council, From this prohibition, however, the .maſter-general of 
the ordnance was excepted. N 
By a very exact calculation it was made evident, that 94.000 head of black cattle. and up- 
wards of 800,000 ſheep and lambs were ſold at Smithfield market during this year. 


In the courſe of this year 4,106 ſhips cleared from He of which 3,720 were coaſters, 
and 386 for foreign parts. 


The number of veſſels which paſſed the Sounds in 1774. was as follows :— 


Ships. | © Ships. 

Daniſh, Pan BR |. Roſtockers, 59 | 5 5 

Dutch, 2,447 Hamburghers, 1 | e 
Engliſh, „ Seo Spaniſh, -"<a3i to 3 | | i 

Swediſh, 16 Portugueſe, 2 

French, 2809 Lubeckers, | 47. | 

Bremeners, 186 Oſtenders, 146 484 

Pruſſians, 284 Embdeners, 207 

Ruſſians, 36 Oldenburghers,, 3 
Dantzickers, 194 + Courlanders, 4 0 

Amounting, in the whole, to 8,084. veſſels. . : 1 
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7974 The following bills —_— to trade and commerce, received e aſent during th 
courſe of this year. 
| For allowing the ara of corn and — to his Majeſty? $ fo 3 in Ameria, 
 . © and to regulate the importation and exportation of wheat, meal, malt, Gees | to Guernſey, 
Jerſey, Alderney, and Sark. ; 
For reducing the duties payable upon the exportation of gum Senegal, /- 
For allowing the free importation of ſalted proviſions from Ireland. 
For allowing the exportation of biſcuit and peas to Newfoundland. | 
For the immediate removal of the officers of the cuſtoms from Boſton in Maſſachuſer's Bay, 
For improving and preſerving certain fen lands in the iſland of Ely, &c. 
For putting into execution certain propoſals of the Dukes of Buccleugh and Queenſbury | 
for redeeming certain annuities granted by the proprietors of the Bank of Ayre, e. 
To continue an act for eſtabliſhing certain free ports in Jamaica. | 
For better regulating inſurances upon lives, and for prohibiting all ſuch inſurances, except 
in caſes, where the perſons inſuring ſhall have . intereſt in the life or death of the perſons 
inſured. 
To amendan act for the more fetually preventing » Eris and abuſes by perſons WM 
in the manufacture of hats, woollen, linen, and cotton manufactures, | 
To regulate the prices of corn imported and exported. 
For continuing an act for allowing the exportation of rice e from Carolina and Google to 
the South of Cape Finiſterre. | 
To prevent the exportation of utenſils employed i in the cotton manufacture. 
For improving, &c. the navigation of the river Calders. 
For improving, &c. the navigation of the river Thames. 
For regulating and aſcertaining the weights to be made uſe of in weighing the gold and 
ſilver coin. 
For ſupplying the ſum granted for the re-coinage * the gold coin. 
For a free importation of Indian corn, for a limited time. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for the year 1774: 1 n - 
For 20, ooo ſeamen, including 4,354 marines, — | 1,040,000 o o 
For 18,024 land forces, including 1, 522 invalids — 638,6 30 16 10 
For maintaining forces and garriſons in the Plantations, &c. 375,002 13 45 
For defraying the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſta- 
bliſhments of five battalions of foot, &c. — — 4,627 © 3 
For the pay of general and ſtaff-officers, — — : 11,473 18 6; 
On account of the out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, — 122,731 5 0 
On account of reduced officers of the land forces and marines, 107,525 19 
For allowances to the ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of the 2 
two reduced troops of horſe-guards, &c. — — 1,010 2 1 
For penſions to widows of certain reduced officers, — 628 © 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, 244,699 17 
For the ſervices of ditto, for ditto, not provided for by Parliament, 
in 1773, — — — — — 26,425 © 
For the ordinary of the navy, — — — 444,188 4 


8 
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For building and repairs of ſhips of war, &c, T 1 000 
On account of new roads and bridges in North (ia; | 1 18 7 
To the Britiſh Muſeum, _— Io — 0 Oo 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 4 o 
On account of the ciyil eſtabliſhment of TAIT 552 o 9 
| Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — — 10 5 
Ditto of Georgia, — — T * 8 8 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — — oO o 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — 0 o 
For paying off certain Exchequer bills, &c. — o o 
Towards the expence which ſhall be incurred, in calling in and re- | 
coining the deficient gold coin, &c. — — — 250, © o 
Towards extraordinaries of the army, &c. — — 288,030 19 577 
To David Hartley, Eſq. towards enabling him to defray the charge of - ; 
experiments, to aſcertain the utility of his diſcovery of a method to ſecure 78 | 
buildings and ſhips from fire, — — 2, 500 © © 
To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſam paid out 4 the . to 
make good certain deficiencies, — — — 43,045 12 8 
For repairing, maintaining, &c. the Britiſh forts and ſettlements on | 
the coaſt of Africa, —— — — 13,000 © © 
To make good to his Majefty the like ſum, iſſued in purſuance of the 2 
addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, — — 10,100 © © 
Towards ditcharging a certain capital ſtock of 3 per cent. annuities, 880,000 © © 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 200,000 o o 
Total of Supplies, 6,159,661 2 11 
Ways and ME Axs for this year :— 4 "I 
By certain ſurpluſſes, Kc. — — m — 113,190 11 75 
Malt-tax, — — — _ ooo o © 
The land-tax, (at 36.) — — — 1,500,000 © © 
By certain ſurpluſſes, — n — 619, 303 7 34 
By Exchequer bills, — — — 1,250,000 © o 
From the finking fund, — | wie _ 25,060,696 12 8; 
From certain monies paid into the Exchequer, | hw 15,000 © O 
Overplus of grants for*the year 1773, — — 220,081 7 5 
Balance of the two fevenths of exciſe — — 23,037 11 104 
Surplus of certain duties, — — — 20, 237 5 3 
Balance from the Deputy Treaſurer of Chelſea © Hoſpital, SC. — 16,500 o 4 
From the counties which have not raiſed the militias, — 30, 561 9 3 
Total of ways and means, 6, 546, 18 5 9 
Supply granted, — 6, 159,661 2 114 
Exceſs of proviſions, — * 386,44) 2 9¹ 
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hs » +? duty of 3d: per yard was this year ordered to be levied on all in, painted, finds | 
and dyed ſtuffs, wholly made of raw cotton wool, and manufactured in Great Britain. 
The following additional duties on ſpirits, & c. which ſhould be imported into the province 


EP of Quebec, were likewiſe voted in order to be applied towards making a more certain and ade. 


quate proviſion for the charge of the adminiftration of Juſtice, and the ſupport of: civil govern. 
ment in that province: a 

May 31.—A duty of 3d. ſterling per Pe upon all brandy, or ior Girita of the 8 
ture of Great Britain: 6d. ſterling per gallon on all rum, or other ſpirits from any of his 
Majeſty's ſugar colonies in the Weſt Indies; and 18. ſterling per gallon on all rum, or other 
ſpirits, from any other of his Majeſty's colonies in America: xs. ſterling per gallon on all 
foreign brandy, or other ſpirits, of foreign manufacture, imported from Great Britain: 1. 
ſterling per gallon on all rum, or other ſpirits, of the produce or manufacture of any of the 
colonies in America, not in the poſſeſſion or. under the dominion. of his Majeſty, brought 
from any place except Great Britain: 3d. ſterling per gallon-on all melaſſes and ſyrups, which 
ſhould be brought in ſhips or veſſels belonging to his Majeſty's ſubjects in Great Britain or 
Ireland, or to his Majeſty's ſabje&s in the ſaid province; and 6d. ſterling per gallon on the 
fame articles, brought in any other veſſels in which the ſame may be legally imported. 

The faid duties to be levied and-paid, over and above all other duties now payable: by the 
ſaid province of Quebec, by virtue of any former acts of Parliament. 

A duty of 11. 16s. ſterling, was alſo voted to be paid for every licence which ſhould be 
granted, by the governor, lieutenant governor, or commander in chief, of the ſaid province, 
to any perſon or perſons, for keeping a houſe of public entertainment, or for ſelling or retail- 
ing wine, brandy, rum, or any other liquors, within the ſaid province. 

Extract from the general bill of chriſtenings and burials within the bills. of mortality i In 
London, from December 14, 1773, to December 14, 1774. 


Chriſtened, Males, cp Buried, Males, 10, 366 
Females, 8,287 Females, 10,518 
106,998 a : 20,884 


At Liverpool, —births, 1,192; deaths, 1, 129; marriages, 506. 
In the city of Norwich, —births, 1,090 ; deaths, 1,055. 


An eftimate made at this-time by the Congreſs of America, of the number of ſouls in the 


following provinces : People. 
In Maſſachuſet, — — = — 400, ooo 
New Hampſhire, — = — 150, ooo 
Rhode Iſland, — — — — 509,678 
Connecticut, — — „ 192, 00 
New Vork, — — — — 250, ooo 
New Jerſey, . — — — — 130, ooo 
Pennſylvania, including the lower counties, — 350, 000 
Maryland, — — — — 320,000 
Virginia, — — — — 650,000 
North Carolina, — — _ 300,000 
South Carolina, — — . 225, 00 


Total, 3,026,678 | 
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1½s The laws which had bees paſſed relative to the colony of Maſſachuſet's Bay, and which 
were intended to operate both as a chaſtiſement for paſt and a preventative of future miſde- 
meanors in that province, were unfortunately productive of effects very different from thoſe 
which the ſanguine promoters of thoſe. bills had hoped, and which adminiſtration had held 
out to the nation. The cauſe of Boſton was, indeed, now become the cauſe of America. 

On the zoth of September in the laſt year, a proclamation was unexpectedly iſſued for the 

_ diſſolution of the Parliament, and on the goth of November following, the new Parliament 

aſſembled, The ſpeech from the throne ſtated, that a moſt daring ſpirit of reſiſtance and 
diſobedience to the law, ſtill unhappily prevailed and increaſed in the province of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, and that thoſe proceedings had been countenanced and encouraged in others of the colo- 
nies, and unwarrantable attempts made to obſtruct the commerce of the kingdom by unlawful 
combinations ; that ſuch meaſures had been taken, and ſuch orders given, as were judged to 
be moſt effectual for carrying into execution the laws which had been paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion 
of the late Parliament, for the protection and ſecurity of commerce, and for reſtoring and pre- 

1 ſerving peace, order, and good government in the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay; that Par- 
liament might depend upon a firm and ſtedfaſt reſolution to withſtand every attempt to weaken 
or impair the ſupreme authority of the Britiſh Legiſlature, over all the dominions of the crown, 
the maintenance of which was conſidered as eſſential to the dignity, ſafety, and welfare of the 
Britiſh empire; his Majeſty being aſſured of receiving the aſſiſtance and ſupport of Parliament, 
while acting upon theſe principles.“ Such was the ſubſtance of the royal ſpeech, and addreſſes 
in conformity to it, were voted in both Houſes, by very great majorities. 

On the meeting of Parliament, January 20, Lord Chatham, in the Houſe of Lords, moved 
an addreſs to his Majeſty, ** for recalling the troops from Boſton,” which was rejected by a 
majority of 68 againſt 18. 

January 23.— The merchants of London preſented a petition to the Houſe of Commons, on 
the ſituation of affairs in America. Petitions of a ſimilar nature were preſented from Briſtol, 
Glaſgow, Norwich, Liverpool, Birmingham, &c. 

February 1.— The Earl of Chatham offered to the Houſe of 16 a bil, the intent of which 
was to ſettle the troubles of America. The contents of this famous bill were, a ſpecific ac - 
knowledgment of the ſupremacy of the legiſlature, and the ſuperintending power of the Britiſh 
Parliament. It declared, that no taxes or charges ſhould be levied in America, but with the 
free conſent of their aſſemblies. It aſſerted a right in the crown to keep and ſtation a military 
force eſtabliſhed by law, in any part of its dominions; but declared, that it could not be law- 
fully employed to enforce implicit and illegal ſubmiſſion. It authoriſed the holding of a con- 
greſs, in order to recognize the ſupreme ſovereignty of Great Britain over the colonies, and to 
ſettle at the ſame time an annual revenue upon the crown, diſpoſable by Parliament, and appli- 
cable to the exigencies of the nation. On complying with theſe conditions, the acts complain- 
ed of by Congreſs were to be ſuſpended, with every other meaſure pointed out as a grievance; 
and the conſtitution of their governments to remain as ſettled by their charters. This bill, 

however, notwithſtanding the importance of its object, and the illuſtrious character of the 
noble lord who framed it, was rejected without reſerve, and not permitted even to lie upon 
the table. | 

February 2.—A petition was preſented to the Houſe of Commons from the planters of the 
Sugar Colonies, reſiding in Great Britain, and the merchants of London trading to thoſe 
colonies. - 
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17S. In this petkion they ſet forth their great alarm at the aſſociation entered into by « mY 
nental congrefs, in conſequence of which all trade between North America and the Wen 
Indies was to ceaſe at a certain day, unleſs the acts of Parliament therein ſpecified were repeal. 
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_ © ed by that time. They ſtated, that the Britiſh property in the Weſt India Iſlands, amounted 


to upwards of thirty millions ſterling, —that a further property of many millions was employ. 


ed in the commerce created by the ſaid iſlands; a commerce comprehending Africa, the Eat 


Indies and Europe; and that the whole profits and produce of thoſe capitals ultimately center. 
ed in Great Britain, and added to the national wealth; while the navigation neceſſary to all its 
branches, eftablifhed a ftrength which wealth could neither purchaſe nor balance, 

They ſhewed, that the ſugar plantations in the Weſt Indies are ſubje& to a greater variety 
of contingencies than many other ſpecies of property, from their neceffary depertdence on ex. 
ternal ſupport ; that, therefore, ſhould any interruption happen in the general ſyſtem of their 
commerce, the great national ſtock, thus veſted and employed, muſt become precarious and 
unprofitable ; that the profits arifing from the then exiſting ſlate of thoſe iſlands, and that 
might be likely to ariſe from their future improvement, in a great meaſure. depend on a free 
and reciprocal- mtercourſe between them and the ſeveral provinces of North America, from 
whence they are furniſhed with proviſions and other a 8 abſolutely OY for their 
ſupport and the maintenance of their plantations. 

They then proceeded to prove, that they could not be ſopplicd from any other market, and 
in any degree proportionable to their wants, with thoſe articles of indiſpenſable neceſſity, 
which they then derived from the middle colonies of North America; and that if the agree. 
ment and affociation of the congreſs took full effect, the iſlands would be reduced to the 
greateſt diſtreſs. 

February 6.—-The Miniſter opened his deſigns with reſpect t to America; the meaſures now 
propoſed to the Houfe were, to ſend a greater force to America, and to paſs a temporary act, 
ſaſpending all the foreign trade of the different eolonies of New England, and particularly the 
New England fiſhery, until they conſented to acknowledge the ſupreme authority of the Britiſh 
Legiſlature, pay obedience to the laws of this realm, and make a due ſubmiſſion to the King; 
on doing which, thefe reſtrictions ſhould be taken off, and their real grievances, on making 
proper application ſhould be redreſſed. 

The addrefs voted in conſequence of the miniſterial motion, fully coincided with all the 
views he had unfolded, and it concluded with a declaration, „that it is the fixed reſolution of 


his faithful Commons, at the hazard of their lives and properties, to ſtand by his Majeſty, 


againſt all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of his juſt rights and thoſe of the two 
Houſes of Parliament. | | | 

On the very next day a conference was held between the two Houſes, wherein 'they both 
agreed to unite in the addreſs ; which, being carried to the Throne, was anſwered by an aſ- 
ſurance of taking due meaſures to enforce the. requiſitions of it, and was accompanied with a 
meſſage from the King, requeſting the Commons to take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual means 
of carrying into execution the meaſures they had ſo ſtrongly recommended. 

February 20.—Lord North moved the following reſolution, which was carried by a great 
majority, ** That when the Governor, Council, Aſſembly, or General Court of his Majeſty's 
provinces or colonies, ſhall propoſe to make proviſion, according to their reſpective conditions, 
circumſtances and ſituations, for contributing their proportion to the common defence, ſuch 
proportion to be raiſed under the authority of the General Court, or General Aſſembly of ſuch 
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177 5 province or colony, and diſpoſable by einen and ſhall engage a proviſion al ſo for 
the ſupport of the civil government, and the adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch province or 
colony, it will be proper, if ſuch propoſal fhopld be approved by his Majeſty in Parliament, 
and for ſo long as ſuch proviſion ſhould be made accordingly, to forbear in reſpe&t of ſuch. 
province or colony, to levy any duties, tax, or aſſeſſment, except only ſuch duties as it may 
be expedient to impoſe for the regulation of commerce; the net produce of the duties laſt 

mentioned, to be carried to the account of ſuch province, colony, or plantation reſpectively. 

February 10.—A motion was made in the Houſe of Commons, to bring in a bill to reſtrain 
the trade and commerce of the provinces of Maſſachuſet's Bay and New Hampſhire ; the colo- 
nies of Connecticut and Rhode Iftand, and Providence Plantation in North America, to- 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh Iflands in the Weſt Indies; and to probibit ſuch pro- 
vinces and colonies from carrying on any fiſhery on the banks of Newfoundland,. or other 
places therein to be mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a limited time. 

The reaſons offered in ſupport of this bill were, that as the Americans had entered into 
agreements not to trade with this kingdom, it was but juſt that they ſhould not be ſuffered to 
trade with any other nation ; that their charter reſtricted them to the act of navigation, and 
that the ſeveral relaxations of that law were ſo many acts of grace and favour, which from 
their diſobedience they no longer merited to enjoy ; and that as the fiſheries on the banks of 
Newfoundland, as well as a!l the others in North. America, were the undoubted right of Great 
Britain, it was but juft that a rebellious people ſhould be deprived of the advantages reſulting 
from them. | 

The oppoſition againſt this bill was. greatly ſtrengthened by a petition from the merchants 
and traders of London who were intereſted in the American commerce, and were permitted to 
be heard by their counſel againſt the bill, at the bar of the Houſe. | | 

In the courſe of the evidence it appeared, that fo far back as the year 1764, the four pro- 
vinces of New England employed, in their ſeveral fiſheries, no leſs than 45,880 ton of ſhip- 
ping, and 6,002 mariners ; and that the produce of their fiſheries in the foreign markets for 
that year, amounted, in ſterling money, to the fam of 322,220]. 16s. It allo appeared, that 
the fiſheries had increaſed very much fince that time; that the New England fiſh were much 
better than thoſe taken by ſhips fitted out from Great Britain; that all the materials uſed in 
the fiſheries, except falt, and the timber of which the veſſels were built, were taken from this 
country, and that the net proceeds of the fiſh were remitted here. 

It was alſo given in evidence, that neither the whale nor the cod fiſheries could be carried 
on to any degree of equal extent and advantage, either from Newfoundland or Great Britain, 
as from North America; that there were many local circumſtances and tome natural ad van- 
tages in favour of the latter, which could neither be counteracted or ſupplied; that with reſpect 
to transferring the fiſheries to Nova Scotia or Quebec, were government even to furniſh them 
with a capital, they had neither veſſels nor men ; nor could they procure them from any other 
place than New England ; that, in any caſe, the prohibiting one fiſhery, and the creation of 
another, may take up a large portion of time, and that, in the interval, the trade would be 
inevitably loſt; and that the people belonging to the American fiſheries had ſuch an abhorrence 
of the military government eſtabliſhed at Halifax, and ſo invincible an averſion to the looſe 
habits and manners of the people, that nothing could induce them to remove thither, even 
ſuppoſing them reduced to the neceffity of emigration. It alſo appeared, 2 nn. near a 
million of money owing from New England to London. 5 
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1775 The evidence alſo ſtated to the Houſe, that the calamities proceeding from this; bill wolle 
| fall, in a very particular manner, upon thoſe who, from the nature of their occupations, muſt 
be innocent; for as the people belonging to the fiſheries paſs the greateſt part of the yeat at 
ſiea, they could have no ſhare in the criminal conduct which was imputed to others; that the 
caſe of the inhabitants-of Nantucket was peculiarly hard : that this extraordinary. people, a. 
mounting to between five and ſix thouſand in number, nine-tenths of whom are quakers, in- 
habited a barren iſland fifteen miles long and three broad; the produce of which, was ſcarcely 
equal to the maintenance of twenty families: that from the only harbour which this and | 
| poſſeſſes, the inhabitants, by an aſtoniſhing exertion of induſtry, conſtantly employ 140 veſ. 
ſels, of which eight are continually engaged in the importation. of proviſions, and the reſt in 
the whale fiſhery ; which, with an invincible perſeverance, they have extended from the frozen 
regions of the Pole, to the coaſts of Africa, to the Brazils, and even as far ſouth as the Fak. 
land Iſlands ; ſome of their fiſhing voyages continuing for ſo long a ſpace as twelve months, 
The particular caſe of theſe people was fo remarkable, as a motion procceged from adminiſ- 
tration to afford them relief. 

At the ſame time, a petition was preſented by the e rg e &c. of Poole, in 
Dorſetſhire, in direct oppoſition, though not perhaps with equal authority, to that of 
London. 

This petition ſtated, that the reftraints laid upon the 8 would not, by any means, 
be injurious to Britiſh commerce; that the foreign markets might be amply ſupplied by ex- 
tending the Newfoundland fiſhery from England; that the faid fiſhery already exceeded half a 
million annually, all which centered in this kingdom, whereas the profits of the colony fiſh- 

_ eries went elſewhere ; that the fiſhery from the mother-country is a never failing nurſery of 
ſeamen for the navy, while the American ſeamen were not compellable to ſerve. their country 
in time of war. It concluded with ſoliciting ſuch encouragement to the Britiſh fiſhery to 
Newfoundland, as Parliament ſhould think beſt adapted to the enlargement-of it. In ſhort, 
it appeared, that about 400 ſhips of 35,000 tons burthen, 2,000 fiſhing ſhallops of 20,000 tons 
burthen, and 20,000 mariners, &c. were employed in the Britiſh Newfoundland fiſhery ; that 
above 600,000 quintals of fiſh were annually taken, which, upon an average of ſeven years, 
were worth 148. per quintal; and, with the other amounts, conſiſting of ſalmon, cod-oll, 
ſeal, and furs, exceeded half a million yearly; and that of the 20,000 men from Great Britain 

and Ireland employed in that fiſhery, 8,000 neceſſarily continued in Newfoundland all the 
winter, 

In every ſtage of this buſineſs the violence of debate rekindled; the ſame ſpirit of oppoſition 
met it in the Houſe of Lords, where it was ſo enlarged as to include in its reſtrictions the pro- 
vinces of New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia and Carolina, But this amendment 
did not meet with the concurrence of the Houſe of Commons, and the bill was paſſed without 
the propoſed alteration. 

This bill was immediately followed by another, upon the principle of the amendment pro- 
poſed by the Lords in the laſt, To reſtrain the Trade and Commerce of the Colonies of 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia and South Carolina, to Great Britain, Ire- 
land, and the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt Indies, under certain conditions and limitations. 

While this bill was in agitation, a long ſeries of important evidence in behalf of the Weſt 

India merchants and planters, and in ſupport of the petition which they had lately preſented, 
was laid before the Houſe, Mr, Glover, the author of Leonidas, and equally celebrated for 


literary 
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1 5 literary merit as for commercial knowledge, e as agent for ang pens at the bar of 
the Houſe. 

It appeared from the evidence . on this 1 5-50 hat the ug 7 were to be 
conſidered as vaſt manufactories, with this peculiar diſtinction from others, that they were 
obliged to raiſe their own materials; that the cane was the raw material; ſugar, melaſſes and” 
rum, the manufacture; that the raiſing of proviſion was, and muſt neceſſarily continue to be, 
a very ſecondary object; that, if neceſſity ſhould at any time render it otherwiſe, the manu- 
facture muſt, of courſe, decline in proportion to the attention paid to the other; but that the 
ſcarcity of land in the ſmall iſlands, the great value of cultivable land, for the purpoſe of 
raiſing the material in all, together with the exceſſive price of labour, and many inſurmount- 
able natural impediments, rendered the raifing of any thing like a ſufficient ſtock of proviſions 
utterly impracticable. That the middle colonies of North America were the great ſources of 
ſupply to the Weſt India Iſlands, not only for proviſion, but for an article equally neceſſary, 
which is underſtood under the term lumber ; and by which is meant every kind of timber and 
wood that is uſed in building and the cooperage ; excepting only ſome particular caſes, where- 
in great ſtrength and durability are required, and in when the 5 woods ant to the 
tropical regions are preferable. 

It was alſo aſſerted without reſerve, that no other ſources of ſupply could be opened either 
in America or in Europe, which, with reſpect to time, quantity, and many other circum- 
ſtances, could prevent the dreadful effects of a famine in the Sugar Iſlands; an event which 
would be rendered ſtill the more dreadful, by the vaſt ſuperiority of the negroes to the white 
people in number, and the horrible barbarities which muſt be expeQed from them, in circum- 
{ſtances of calamity that would deſtroy all order and diſtinction among the moſt civilized na- 
tions: and that if there was even a poſſibility of averting this fatal event, the iſlands would, 
notwithſtanding, be ruined, as their great ſtaple commodities of ſugar and rum would be uſe- 
leſs for want of caſks to contain them; and they could not receive ſtaves. from any part of 

Europe upon ſuch terms as they were able to comply with. 

It appeared alſo in the courſe of this evidence, that on a very moderate calculation, in which 
large allowances were made for every poſſible exceſs, that the eapital in thoſe iſlands, conſiſt- 
ing in cultivated lands, buildings, negroes, and ſtock of all kinds, did not amoun tto leſs 
than 60,000,0001. ſterling ; that their exports for ſome years paſt to Great Britain, had a- 
mounted to about 190, ooo hogſheads and puncheons of ſugar and rum; amounting in weight. 
to near 95,000 tons, and in value to about 4,000,000]. excluſive of a great number of ſmaller 
articles; and of their very great export to North America; that their growth was ſo great, and 
their improvements ſo rapid, that within a very few years, their export of ſugar to this king-- 
dom, was increaſed 40, ooo hogſheads annually, amounting: to about 800, oool. in value. 

It appeared alſo to be extremely probable, though it was not (for perhaps it could not be) 
preciſely aſcertained, that more than one half of that vaſt capital of 60,000,000l. was either 
the immediate property of, or was owing to perſons refident in this country. It was alſo. 
evident, that the revenue gained above 700, oool. per ann. upon the direct Weſt India trade, 
excluſive of its eventual and circuitous products of the African trade; and it was fully ſhewn, 
that this immenſe capital and trade, as well as that of Africa, neither of which could ſubfiſt 
without the other, were from nature and circumſtances, in a great meaſure, if not an, 
dependent upon North America. "ror 
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with reſpe& to the colonies, in taking a view of the trade of this country at different periods, 
made it appear, that the whole exports to North America, the Weſt Indies, and Africa, in 


the year 170%, amounted only in value to 569, 930. and that in the year 1172, which Was 


taken upon a medium, as being neither the higheſt nor the loweſt of thoſe whith might have 
been applied to of late, the exports to the ſame places (including thoſe from Scotland, which 
in 1704 had no exiſtence) amounted to no leſs Gan en. being in e of 
nearly eleven to one. 
He alſo ſhewed, that the ain 00 Ado of England, ntlodiag that to 45 colonies, 2 
mounted at the firſt period of 1704, to no. more than 6,509,000]. Thus the trade to the colo- 


nies alone, was, at the latter period, within leſs than half a million of being equal to what this 


_ -Sfeat commercial nation carried on, at the beginning of the preſent century, with the whole 


world; and ſtating, as he did at this period, the whole commerce of this country at 16,000,000, 
' that to the colonies, which in the firſt period conſtituted but one a of the whole, was 
no very confiderably more than one third. 

But however aſtoniſhing the general encreaſe of the whole colonies at large might appear, 
the growth of the province of Pennſylvania is ſtill more extraordinary. In the year 2704, the 
«whole exports . co that colony amounted to 11,819]. and in 1772, were rifen to 507,909]. being 
nearly fifty times the original demand, and almoſt equal to the whole colony . at the 
firſt period. 

April 19, —On this day hoſtilities may be ſaid to have combed in America. General 
Gage having ſent a detachment to ſeize or deftroy cannon and ammunition at Concord, were, 
on their return to Boſton, fired on at Lexington by ſome of the Provincials, when a ſucceſ- 
fion of ſkirmiſhes took place, and ſeveral on both ſides were killed and wounded. 

April 27.—As the American fiſheries were now aboliſhed, it became neceffary to think of 
forming ſome plan for ſupplying their place, and to guard againſt the ruinous conſequences 
of the foreign markets either changing the courſe of conſumption, or falling into the _— of 
ſtrangers, and thoſe, perhaps, hoſtile to this country. 

T he conſumption of fiſh oil, as a ſubſtitute for tallow, was now become ſo extenſtoe, as to 
render that alſo an object of great national concern; the city of Fun alone expendng about 
300,000], annually in that commodity. 

It ſeemed alſo to be neceſſary in this critical period, to pay a more particular attention to the 
intereſts of the kingdom of Ireland, than had been the practice for many years. It had ap- 
peared in the mats of evidence which had lately been offered to the Houfe of Commons, that 


the exports from England to Ireland amounted, at this time, to 2,400,0001. per annum, be- 


ſides her ſupporting a large and excellent army at all times ready for our defence; and the im- 
menſe ſums of her ready caſh, which her numerous abſentees, penſioners and placemen ſpend 


in this country. Yet, from oppreſſi ve reſtrictions in trade, the kingdom was cut off from the 


benefit of her great natural ſtaple commodity, as well as excluded in general from the advan- 
tages which ſhe might derive from her aan rabeir a and her great number of delle | 


harbours. 


The Miniſter accordingly. moved for a committee ef the whole Houſe, to confiter' of the 
encouragement proper to be given to the fiſheries of Great Britain and Ireland, and in the | 
progreſs of the bill it was agreed, That a bounty of 40l. be given to the firſt 100 ſhips that 
arrive with a cargo of 10,000 cod-fiſh, caught on the banks of Newfoundland; 20l. for the 
next 
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1775 next 100 ſhips, and 10l. for the next 100 ſhips. That a bounty of 500l. be given to a ſhip „ 
__ | that arrives with the greateſt quantity of whale oil; 4ool. for the next greateſt quantity; 300l. gh 
for the next; 200l. for the next, and 100], for the next. That Ireland have liberty to import 
blubber and whale fins, the ſame as England: that the duty on ſeal ſkins/imported into Ire- 
land do ceaſe and be no longer paid: that Ireland have leave to export cloathing to America, 
for ſo much of the army as they ſupply and pay for; as alſo proviſions, hooks, lines, nets, - 
tools and implements, for the purpoſes of the fiſhery :. and that A OP of $5. = barrel be 
given to all flax ſeed-imported into Ireland. 

The following are the principal events which took place i in . in anz years as as they 
will be found to operate materially on the future tranſactions of the war which followed, a 
general ſtatement of them, at leaſt, is eſſential to this period of our hiſtor x. 

In the month of May, the Virginians came to a reſolution not to export tobacco to Great 
Britain ; and the provincial aſſembly of New Jerſey prohibited all exports whatever.- 

The ſecond general Congreſs met at Philadelphia, where they eſtabliſhed a paper currency 
for the ſupport of a continental army, and took the Poſt-office into their own hands. They 
likewiſe reſolved, ** e no negociation by bill, draught, or ſupply, be done with Britiſh 
officers or their agents; and “ that the compact between the Crown and the people of Maſ- 
ſachuſet's Bay be diſſolved, &c.“ 

The provincial aſſembly of South Carolina, alſo came to a . not to deal with any 
of the inhabitants of Pool in Dorſetſhire. 

On the 17th of June, a very bloody action took FW between the King's troops and the 
Provincials, on Bunker's Hill. 

In the month of July, the provincial aſſembly of New York prohibited the exportation of 
proviſions to the Newfoundland fiſhery; and the non- importation of Britiſh goods was agreed 
to in Georgia and Virginia, Congreſs, however, allowed the importation of rr 
ſtores. 

A Congreſs of Indian chiefs and warriors met General Carleton and Colonel Johnſon at 

Montreal, and reſolved to fulfill their engagements with Great Britain, 

Every port in America was ſhut by a reſolution of Congreſs ; who, a few days afterwards, 
rejected the propoſition of Parliament, made on the 2oth of February, in this year: and, in 
the enſuing month, non-exportation and non· importation took place throughout America 
in conſequence of that reſolution. 

In the month of Auguſt, the committee itn of New York ſtrictly forbad the ſupplying 
of the Britiſh troops in America with proviſions : at the ſame time, the provincial afſembly 
of Pennſylvania reſolved not to deal with certain Britiſh merchants. 

About this time, upwards of goool. in 36s. pieces, were ſeized on board a ſhip i in ha river 
Thames, bound for Boſton in New England. 

The States General of Holland iſſued a proclamation, "fokibiting the exportation of war- 
like ſtores to America: and in October, the King of Denmark publiſhed an edict, * 
his ſubjects to give any aſſiſtance to the Americans. 

A proclamation was alſo made in the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, forbidding all 1 
with the Americans. 

A great number of people Wee been tempted by American emiſſaries to quit Scotland, 
emigration from that country was prohibited, and particularlyifrom the — Iſlands. 
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| 177 * In the month of November, the Eebeiss hb committee of Pennſylvania indrossee Gele . 
legates, not to agree to any propoſition in the general Congreſs, er N =o TOW + 
ration with the mother country, or to a change of government.“ N 
In December the Weſt India planter and N N in e r petioned the Houleo | 4 
TEN dennen 8 American affairs. | 
On the 23d of the fame month, a bill to vrobibit all trade nnd intercourſe with the Ameri 
| ay todo 92 hy in actual rebellion, received the royal aſſent. | 
At the opening of the ſeſſion, a petition had been a to both Houſes of Parlizinent 
from the Aſſembly of Nova Scotia. It was ſent from that aſſembly in conſequence of Lore 
| North's conciliatory propoſition; and was intended, by thoſe who promoted it in that colony, 
as a pattern and precedent for the reſt. The mode of granting a revenue, propoſed by this 
aſſembly, was the payment of ſome ſpecific duty per cent. upon importation of all foreign 
commodities, bay ſalt only excepted ; by which means the amount of the revenue would at 
all times bear a due relation and proportion to the Wer and amn of the 
province, &c. 

Many cauſes, however, concurred to leſſen the effect of this petition from: Nova Scotia, 
That province had coſt government immenſe ſums of money, without its growth or value in 
any degree correſponding with the expence. It was ſtill unequal to the ſupport of its own 
civil government, the expence of which was annually granted by Parliament; ſo that the offer 
of a revenue in fuch circumſtances, however laudable the motives and intention, carried in 
ſome degree a ludicrous appearance: as it was, alfo, under the influence of a military power, 
its acts could not be ſuppoſed to carry any great weight as an example, with thoſe colonies 
who abhorred ſuch an appearance, and whoſe preſent troubles aroſe from a defence of what 

they conceived to be their civil immunities and conſtitution, 

The petition, beſides, contained a long catalogue of grievances, the redreſs of which e was as 
earneſtly preſſed, though in more ſuppliant language, as a fimilar redreſs had been by the other 
provinces, and ſeemed, in ſome degree, to be confidered as conditional and neceſfary towards 
the eſtabliſhment of a permanent connection, and for retaining the aſſection and obedience of 
the people. Upon the whole, excepting the profeſſion of fubmiſſion to the ſupreme legiſlature, 

which had only of late been a queſtion any where, and the propoſal of a duty, which ſeemed 
little more than a commercial regulation, this petition did not contain any thing: effentially 
different from the former application of other colonies. _ 

Reſolutions, however, to the following purpoſe were now 8 by the minifter, and 
paſſed in a committee, as foundations for an intended bill, viz. that the propoſal of a pound- 
age duty, ad valorem, upon all commodities imported, bay falt excepted, not being the pro- 
duce of the Britiſh dominions in Europe or Amerita, to be diſpoſed of by Parliament, ſhould 
be accepted, and the duty fixed at 81. per cent. upon all fuch commodities, That as ſoon as 

the neceflary acts for that purpoſe were paſſed by the Aſſembly of Nova Scotia, and had re- 
ceived the royal approbation, all other taxes and duties in that province ſhould ceaſe and be 
diſcontinued, and no other laid on, while thoſe acts continued 1 in force, excepting only ſuch 
duties as were found neceſſary for the regulation of commerce; the net produce of which were 
to be carried to the account of the province: and to admit an importation into that province 
of wines, oranges, lemons, currants and raifins, directly from the place of their growth and 


This 
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| * | This ie of the a& of navigation, though not very acnfderable, the? intended to 


ſhew the favourable diſpoſition of Parliament towards this province. which had ſet ſo laudable 
an example of obedience; and ſeemed to hold out to the colonies. in genetal, an enlargement 


of commerce a3 a compenſation for their acceding to the conciliatory reſolution. Indeed, no 


ſmall attention was paid to this petition, as forming a model for future taxation; and ſerious 
hopes were entertained of its effect until jt had paſſed the committee.. But the pacific ſyſtem, of 


bs which this meaſure was a leading part, was ſuddenly laid afide, and the whole of this buſineſs 


was ſuffered to die away. The projected bill was not brought in, and * the n holi- 
days, the petition from Nova Scotia was heard of no more. 
Ihe following is a compleat liſt of the Emperor of Morocco's navy at this time. 

At Larache,—two frigates of 30 guns and 200 men each ;—three frigates of 24 guns and 150 
men each; two frigates of 20 guns and 130 men each ;—one galliot of 22 oe; 12 yas and 
go men each. | 

At Tetuan,—two xebecs of 30 oars, 20 guns 1 200 men ck one galliot of 32 oars, 
16 guns and 1Co men ;—three galliots of 24 oars, 10 guns and 9o men each one galliot of 
16 oars, 8 guns and 60 men ;—one xebec of 26 oars and 16 guns, and two or of 22 oars 

and 12 guns, ready for launching, | | 

At Sallee,—one veſſel of 24 guns and 180 men one xebec of 20 oars, 18 guns and 120 
men three galliots of 30 oars, 10 guns and 130 men each. : 

At Tangier, —one galliot of 36 oars, 20 guns and 160 men. 

It appeared from authentic papers, that during this year, the number of packs of cards 
ſtamped, amounted to 428,000, and of pairs of dice to 3,000 ; and that during the ſame period 
12, 300,000 newſpapers had been publiſhed. 

The quantity of gold that had been coined. at the Tower of London ſince the year 1772, 
amounted to about 13, ooo, oool. | 

An account of the value of corn imported into o England and Scotland fince the commence- 
ment of the corn regiſter a& in 1770, the value of corn exported in each year being firſt de 


ducted. Le 
Balance paid for corn in 1 77 I, — — 105, 200 
* — 1772, — — 84,400, 
— 1773, — 955 $69,920 
— 1774. — — 1,022, 230 
Total, 1,781, 650 


— 


The imports into Great Britain from Virginia and Maryland, before the war, were 96, ooo 
hogſheads of tobacco, of which 13,500 were conſumed at home; and the duty on them, at 
261. 18. each, amounted to 331,67 fl.: the remaining 82,500 were exported by our merchants 
to different parts of Europe, and brought a great deal of money into this kingdom. This 
trade alone conſtantly employed 330 ſhips and 3,960 ſailors. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the et aſſent in the * 
liamentary ſeſſions of this year. 

A bill to explain, amend, and render more effectual, an at for prohibiting the exportation 
of utenſils made uſe of in the woollen, linen, and other manufactures. 

To continue an act for allowing the free importation of Iriſh ſalted proviſions, be. 


A 2 2 For 


_—_— * 
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575 For reſtraining the trade of New England, a and the fiſheries of that colony on debt 
N 8 * | 
+ 'The Oxford canal and Thames eden bills, r. b | 
A A bill to reftrain the trade and commerce of the colonies of New Jerſey; — 
fe e Virginia, and South Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt India = 
To explain and amend an act to 2 N RO in the ann. of _— the woollen, 
and divers other branches of trade. V 
To enable Sir Nigel Greſley and ſon to make a rieb canal Sow certain coal mines at 
Apedale, in Staffordſhire, to Newcaſtle under Line. 
To enable the different univerſities in Great Britain, and the colleges of "IR Weſtminder 
and Wincheſter, to.hold, in perpetuity, their OI in books * or bequeathed to 
them, for the advancement of learning. 


For altering, explaining, and amending ſeveral ats of Parliament i in Scotland, relative to 
colliers, coal-bearers, and falters. 
For compleating and maintaining the pier of Magaviſiey, i in Cornwall. 
| To permit the free importation of raw goat-ſ{kins into this kingdom. 
To permit the importation of painted carthen ware, except EP the manufaFure of 
Europe, to be ſold in Great Britain. 
For the encouragement of the fiſheries med 0 on from Great Britain, Ireland, and the Bris 
sh dominions in Europe. 
For giving a public reward to ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall diſcover a S paſſg 
from Europe to the weſtern and ſouthern ocean of America. 
To enlarge the term of letters patent granted to William Clockworth, for the ſole aſe of a 
diſcovery of certain materials for the making of porcelain, 
To prohibit all trade with the North American colonies, now in actual rebellion, during 
the continuance thereof. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year: — K | 
For 18, ooo ſeamen, including marines, — — 930,000 © o 
Towards building and repairing , &c. | — — — 297,379 © © 
For the ordinary of the navy, — — — 440, 680 15 10 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. 228,059 17 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for by Parlia- : 
ment in 1774, — — — — 332,748 5 3 
For 17, 547 land- forces, including 4,38 3 invalids, &c. — 695, 396 11 5 
For maintaining forces and garriſons in the plantations and Africa, at 
Minorca, Gibraltar, &c. — — — 386,186 0 107 
For the difference of pay between the Brizih and Iriſh etabliſhenents 2,874 4 9 
Ditto, — — — — — 9,530 10 7 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &c. — — 11,473 18 61 
For the charge of out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c. — 122,221 15 5 


On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c. 105,326 16 6 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 1005.6 
8 troops of horſe- guards, &c. gi Gs DEG 870 


For penſions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 628 


Carried forward, 3,269,381 4 73 
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20 01 
| * b Garn Brought over, (4; . ab abi” 4 * 
Td deftaying t Is eee of the army, Mes „ oy 11 4 262,537 7 1or 
On account of Greenwich Hoſpital, <A 0 0 0 
To the truſtees-of the Britiſh Muſeum, — | ul 3,000 © © 
To the Levant Company, to be applied i in affiſting 10 ſaid Ga 7 
in carrying on their trade, — — — 5,000 O O 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of Nova Scotia, -- — 4.346 10 5 
Ditto of Georgia, ni * 3 — 3,086 © © 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, | — rt — 4.950 © 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, „ 771; 2 Jon — 5.480 © © 
Ditto of Senegambia, — . * 6,336 o 9+ 
On account of general ſuryeys in North America, — 1,888 4 © 
For making out charts of Great Britain and. Ireland, — 2,145 © © 
Ditto of North America, — — — 3-711 15 © 
For repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 13,000 © © 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 12,578 14 9 
For cleaning Barbadoes harbour, — — — 5,000 © © 
To make good certain ſums expended in — diſtempers among | | | 
te horned cattle, — — — 1,684 15 10 
On account of new roads and bridges i in the Highlands of North Britain, 6,998 10 7 
Further deficiency in the gold coin, — =_ 46,846 9 3 
Extras of the mint, — — _ 8 22,824 19 9 
Further expence of coinage, — — — 11,716 0 1 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of 1774. 607,974 10 71 
For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — =_ 1,250,000 © o 
Total Supplies, $+550,453 3 7 
The Ways and dans for raiſing the foregoing — . 
Duty on malt, — — — 750,000 © © 
Land tax at 3s. — — * 1,500,000 © © 
From the ſinking fund, 5th of N — — 11,239 10 o 
Ditto, 5th of April, — — Ex v2 "om. 884.447 3 105 
Ditto, growing produce, — ark hh * 1,904,313 6 1+ 
By Exchequer bills, — — ** 1,250,000 o o 
By a lottery, — — r 150,000 0 © 
American revenues, — — Mme 15,000 © © 
Gum Senecca, — — — * 5, % 00 © Oo 
French prize-money, — — — 2 — 17,00 © © 
Sale of the ceded iſlands, — — — | 50, 00 © © 
By ſurpluſſet of certain duties remaining in the Exchequer, ; 22,246 9 © 
Total of Ways and Means, — 6,559,246 9 "Jp 
Supplies granted, . _ $+550,453 3 7 
Exceſs of proviſions, — 1,002,793 5 5 
| The 
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AN "HISDORTEXT! AND nn fee DEDUCTION FP 
The number of chriſtenings und burials from ane wert 13, 1774 WATT 14. 7 


unn Nr bills of mortality, as mann 7 4675 W re 
D. _ * CURISTENED. — Aar ten FI 36 nn 
P Males, 3,876 a we, ** . * 4 * 
nn al | _ 4 Bt $ 
OBE — ' — 5e . 
in all, 17,629 De The Ir 


At Paris, during this year, the births were 0100 50, —viz. 10,247 n and 1 hits — 
the deaths, 18, 400; and the marriages, 5, 16.— The children N into the . 
hoſpital of that city amounted to 6,505. Ns 

The ſpeech from the throne, on the 26th of Oktober; in thi laft year, nn an ac 
tual ſtate of rebellion in the North American colonies, and ſet forth the neceſſity of employ. 
ing a ſufficient force to ſuppreſs it. His Majeſty then entered into the difference that ſub- 
ſiſted between the views of thoſe who fomented and took the lead in this rebellion, and thoſe 
of the Crown and Parliament. The view of the latter was rather to undeceive than to puniſh ; 
a ſmall number of forces, therefore, was only ſent, and propoſitions of a conciliatory nature 
accompanied the means taken to enforce authority. The former, whilſt they endeavoured to 
delude with ſpecious profeſſions, had in view nothing but the eftabliſhment of au independent 
empire, That the ſpirit of the Britiſh nation was too high, and its reſources too numerous, 


to ſuffer her tamely to loſe what had been acquired with great toil, nurſed with great tender- 


neſs, and protected at much expence of blood and treaſure.— That wiſdom, and, in the end, 
clemency, required a full exertion of theſe reſources. —T hat the navy had been increaſed, and 
the land forces greatly augmented: foreign ſuccours, though no treaty was then concluded, 
were held out; and the diſpoſition of the Hanoverian. troops in Mahon and Gibraltar, was 
ſpecified, —In the end, an aſſurance of the royal mercy was given, as ſoon as the deluded mul- 
titude ſhould become ſenſible of their error ; and to prevent the inconveniencies which might 
ariſe from the great diſtance of their ſituation, and to remove as ſoon as poſſible the calamities 


which they ſuffer, authority would be given to certain perſons on the ſpot, to grant general or 


particular pardons and indemnities, in ſuch manner, and to ſuch perſons, as they ſhould think 
fit ; and to receive the ſubmiſſion of any province or colony which ſhould be diſpoſed to return 
to its allegiance, It was alſo obſerved, that it might be proper to authoriſe ſach commiſſioners 
to reſtore any proyince or colony, returning to its allegiance, to the free exerciſe of its trade 
and commerce, and to the ſame protection and ſecurity as if it had never revolted. It was 
alſo added, that from the general appearance of affairs in Europe, there was no apparent pro- 
bability that the meaſures which Wu be adopted would be- W d by min with any 


foreign power. 


_*hauſted, it was carried by great majorities in both Houſes, 


The ſentiments of Parliament correſponded with thoſe of the crown; and as it was now 
become a determined point with government to ſupport the legiflative authority and com- 
mercial controul of Great Britain over the colonies, ſuch meaſures were propoſed to Parlia- 
ment, and adopted by it, as were thought to be moſt conducive to that end. Among theſe 
was the probibitory bill which was brought in at the commencement of this ſeſſion; and, 
after a ſucceſſion of debates, in which the reſources of argument and eloquence were ex- 


This 
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8 This bil totally interdied-all trade and intercourſe with the thirteen nnd ecieries; and 


declared all property of Americans, whether of ſhips or goods, on the high ſeas or in harbour, 
forfeited to the captors, being the officers and crews-of his Majeſty's ſhips of war; and ſeveral 
clauſes were: inſerted to facilitate and to leſſen the expence/ of the condemnation of prizes, as 


Fell as the recovery of prize money. This bill, beſides its primary object, repealed the Boſton 


port-bill, with the ſiſnery and reftraining aQs, as their proviſions, in ſome inſtances, were 
deemed inſufficient in the then ſtate of warfare, and as their operation in others was liable to 


interfere with that of the intended law.—lt alſo enabled the crawn to appoint commiſſioners, 


who, beſides the power of granting pardons to individuals, were authoriſed to enquire into 
general and particular grievances, and empowered to determine whether any part, or the whole 
of a colony, were returned to that ſtate of obedience: which might entitle them to be received 


Within the King's protection; in which caſe; upon a declaration from the ane the 


reſtrictions enacted by the preſent bill were to ceaſe in their favo ur. 
At a. quarterly general court of proprietors of Eaſt India ſtock, held at their houſe in 


Leadenhall- ſtreet, it appeared that the debt to government was reduced fram 2, 400, oool. to 


420,0001, and that the Company was otherwiſe in a flouriſhing fituation. 

It would certainly be an act of negligence in us, if we were entirely to paſs by a matter, 
which, about this time, made a great noiſe in the city, occaſioned much diſcontent amongſt 
the merchants, and was, at length, though without ., r into nod * of Par- 
liament. 

A clauſe in the late FTA act, which enabled the e to grant licences to veſſels 
for conveying ſtores and proviſions to the forces upon the American ſervice, had been made 
uſe of to countenance a trade in certain individuals; by which, it was faid, that a monopoly 
was formed, and the American trade was transferred from the ancient merchants, and known 
traders, to a few obſcure perſons, of no account or condition, and an illicit commerce eſtab- 
liſhed, under the ſanction of that bill, which was utterly ſubverſive of one of 1 its * ap- 
parent objects. 

It certainly appeared that theſe licences were very looſely compoſed, and very carelefsly 
granted; that the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms did not chaſe to interfere much in the matter; 
that though the licences were recalled, and ſome alterations made in them, this meaſure pro- 


duced little effect; and that even when complaints grew loud, and ſomething like a parliamen- 


tary enquiry was announced or begun, though ſome of the goods were unſhipped, yet, in 
general, the ſcheme ſucceeded; the ſhips which had cleared out for Boſton, altering only the 
deſtination of their voyage, and taking a new clearance for Halifax and Canada, with liberty 


to go to any other port in America. It appeared in evidence before the Houſe of Commons, 


that by theſe, and other means, a greater quantity of all manner of goods calculated for the 
North American market, had been ans e a fe W was Was 4 n e of the 
uſual ſeaſons of exportation. 


The great body of American merchants were tou 1 in | thejy: a N ee it 


to be a matter very injurious and unjuſt to them, who had already ſuffered ſo ſeverely in con- 


ſequence of the troubles of the times, and who, in obedience to the late act of Parliament, 
were at that very moment ſinking under the incumbrance of a vaſt quantity of goods, which 
they had purchaſed for the American market, and for which they could find no other, — to ſee 


he trade, that for a number of years they had conducted with | the greateſt reputation and in- 


tegrity, ſmuggled, as it were, out of their hands, by a ut of nominal merchants and unknown 
adventurers, 
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| i976 'adventurers. The injury was 415 deſeribed as till Gt Gr from: bang commite 


under the colour of law, and with the licence of authority, . ite 5 
The firſt public attention that was paid to this buſineſs was in 1 Houſe of hide; ben 5 


_ . - the Earl of Effingham, ſome ſhort time before the receſs at Eaſter, made a motion, which wa 


agreed to, that liſts of thoſe ſhips, and their cargoes, as well as the licences which were gran. | 
ted by the admiralty, ſhould be laid before the Houſe. There the matter ' reſted for ſome - 
time :—But, on the ad of May, the lord mayor moved in the Houſe of Commons for à com- 
mittee to enquire into the whole tranſaction. In the courſe of the debate on this occaſion, the 
miniſter, after defending the meaſure on the principle of its being deſigned for the uſe, benefit, 
and comfort of the troops on the American ſervice, acknowledged that the powers given in 
| the act had been miſunderſtood, and the licenſes abuſed; but that theſe matters were already 
rectified, and a ſtop put to the miſchief, A committee, however, was appointed, but was 
diſſolved after a very long debate and nee of n on the ee 3 com- 
ing to any reſolution whatever. 

The Congreſs of America began now and to recommend the ſtudy and i m 
agriculture, arts, manufactures, and commerce in the. United Colonies. 

On the 23d of March, they iſſued letters of marque to cruize againſt the ſubjects of Great 
Britain: and at one of their aſſemblies, ſoon after, they came to a hae: to permit trade 
wich any nation but Great Britain and Ireland. 

In conſequence of the provincial aflembly of North Carolina recommending a declaration 
of independence and foreign alliance, ſeveral Americans of confideration failed from New 
Vork, with propoſals from Congreſs to the principal courts of Europe. 

About this period, the Empreſs Queen publiſhed an ordnance, TV her object 
from all intercourſe with the Americans. 

On the 3d of May, Lord Viſcount Howe, and Major-general Mon were appointed his 
Majeſty's commiſhoners for reſtoring peace in America, with power of pardon, puniſh- 
ment, &c,—On the 11th of the ſame month, the Virginians publiſhed'a declaration of rights 
and independence: and very ſhortly after, Congreſs conſidering the United Colonies as ex- 
cluded by the capture acts from the protect ion of the crown, ſuppreſſed its authority. 

On the 23d, his Majeſty put an end to this ſeſſion of Parliament by a ſpeech from the 
throne, which concluded in the following manner: —“ I will ſtill hope that my rebellious 
ſubjects may be awakened to a ſenſe of their errors, and that by a voluntary return to their 
duty, they will juſtify me in bringing about the favourite wiſh of my heart, the reſtoration of 
harmony, and the re-eſtabliſhment of order and happineſs in every part of my dominions.— 
But if a due ſubmiſſion ſhould not be obtained from ſuch motives and ſuch diſpoſitions on 
their part, 1 truſt that I ſhall be able, under the bleſſing of Providence, to effectuate it by 2 
full exertion of the great force with which you bave entruſted me.” —Notwithſtanding which, 
on the 4th of July, Congreſs declared the United States of America independent, This de- 
claration (abjuring all allegiance to the Britiſh crown, and renouncing all political connec» | 
tions with this country) was read in every town in the colonies, and at the head of the con- 
tinental army at New York. 

While the principal powers of Europe ſtood dir aloof, bet . rather inclined t to 
- . thwart, than forward the views of Great Britain with reſpect to her American colonies, we 

have one example of an ally-who was faithful to treaties, and hoſtile to rebellion, wherever it 
might ariſe, Influenced by that good faith which ſhould ever govern nations, as well as the 


indi- 


MN. 
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75 1adleidvsb which compoſe them, his Moſt Faithful Majeſty, the King of Portugal, publiſhed | 
the following edit on the th of Jalx, in this 75 eu en his ſubjeQs from any inter- 
courſe with the Americans 

% Whereas we have lately been nfs; chute the Britiſh elonies of North America S004 


from all ſubjection to the crown of Great Britain, but were, moreover, actually employed in 
forming and enacting laws by their own private authority, in oppoſition to the lawful rights ; 
of our brother, friend, and ally, the King of Great Britain: and whereas ſo pernicious an 
example ought to engage every Prince, even thoſe it intereſts the leaſt, not to abet, favour, or 
aſſiſt, by any means, directly or indirectly, ſuch ſubjects united in ſuch direct and open rebel- 
lion againſt their natural ſovereign ; it is our pleaſure, and we do hereby ordain, that no ſhip, 
with or without lading, coming from any of the ports of the aforeſaid Britiſh America, ſhall 
pe allowed any intercourſe with, or entrance into any of the ports of theſe our kingdoms, or 
of the dominions thereunto belonging: but that, on the contrary, they ſhall be forced away 
immediately on their arrival, without ſuccour of any kind whatever : and that as to the maſ- 
ters of veſſels who have hitherto been ſuffered to enter, (there not appearing reaſon for their 
being excluded) it ſhall be notified to them, that within the preciſe term of eight days, to be 
counted ſucceſſively, they ſhall quit the ſaid ports with their veſſels, which ſhall firſt be ſearched, 
in order to diſcover if they have any gun- powder on board, or any other of thoſe warlike 
ſtores, the export of which was prohibited to them by our royal decree of the 21ſt of October 
laſt, directed to the officers of our arſenal and exportation duties: and that if any ſuch ſtores 
or ammunition ſhall be found put on board by ſtealth,” the faid veſſels, as a capture from de- 
clared rebels, ſhall be confiſcated for the uſe of carrying on the public buildings; and ſo be it 
underſtood by the council of our finances, which ſhall order printed copies of this our decree 
to be taken off, and fixed up in all the public places of the city of Liſbon, and all the parts of 
this kingdom and that of Algarve, that it may come to the n _ all, and that no one 
may plead ignorance thereof. | 
Palace of Acjuda, 4th of July, 1776.“ 

On the th of October following, his Moſt Catholic Majeſty likewiſe declared his neu- 
trality with reſpe& to Great Britain and America; as appears by a letter written by the Mar- 
quis de Grimaldi to the governor of Bilboa, relative to an American privateer, which had 
taken five Engliſh ſhips, and had been detained thereupon at the ſaid port, at the requeſt of 
the Englith vice-conſul, with the proceedings of the governor in conſequence»thereof. —Of 
this letter, dated St. Ildefonſo, the th of October, we ſhall give the ſubſtance, as follows:. 

That having received advice from the governor of Bilboa reſpecting the detention of an 
American ſhip, named the Hawke, Captain John Lee, and the ſeveral atteſtations of the per- 
ſons concerned, which had been laid before his Majeſty, he had been pleaſed to declare, that 
in conſequence of the amity ſubſiſting between his Catholic Majeſty and the King of Great 

Britain, he ſhould maintain a perfect neutrality during the preſent war; that he ſhould not 
give any aid to the Colonifts ; but ſhould not deny their being admitted i into any A of his 
dominions, while they conformed to the laws of the country.“ 

In conſequence of the above letter, the governor ſet at liberty the be veſſel, aclivered 
back her papers, and ſupplied her with ſuch proviſions, water, &c. (care being taken that no 
prohibited e b is be wor on er gere ra xe n N * e on her e 
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by an act of Congreſs held on the 1 th of May laſt, not only declared themſelves entirely free. 


„* 


e The articles of confederation und perperual union between ihe United Sweet dad.” 
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Were ſigned on the ach of October, in this year, by all the delegates in Congreſs. . ray | 


| forcible ſtatement of the reaſons for making this change in the government and A | 


of North America, the declaration concludes as follows :— 

„We, therefore, the repreſentatives of the United States of America, f in — Congreſt 
e appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intention, © 
do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of theſe colonies, ſolemnly publiſh 
and declare, that theſe United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE and Inner. 
DENT STATES ;—that they are abſolved from all allegiance to the Britiſh crown; and that 
all political connection between them and the ſtate of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally | 
diffolved ; and that, as free and independent ſtates, they have full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, eſtabliſh commerce, and do all other acts and things which inde. 
pendent ſtates have a right to do.—Apd, for the ſupport of this declaration, with a firm reli. 
ance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 

fortunes, and our ſacred honour.— Signed by order, and in behalf of the Congreſs, 
„% JohN Hancock, Prefident, 
 *# CHARLEs THOMSON, Secretary,” + 
On the ziſt of ORober, the ſeſſion of Parliament was opened.—In the ſpeech delivered 


from the throne, it was repreſented, among other particulars, that the people of America had 


not only renounced their allegiance to the crown, and their political connection with this 


country, but rejected, with circumſtances of indignity and infult, the means of conciliation 


held out to them by the commiſhon ſent out for that purpoſe.—T hat if their reſiſtance conti- 
nued unſuppreſſed, much miſchief would enſue to the commerce of Great Britain, 1 to the 
political ſyſtem of Europe, & c. &c. 

By a proclamation ifſaed the 12th of April, in this year, for the regylation of the gold coin 
of this kingdom, and which took place on the 11t of May, the following was the ſtandasd ſet- 
tled, and allowed to be current in any payment whatever in Great Britain, viz, | 

Guineas coined prior to the iſt of January, 1772, weighing 5 dwts. 8 grs.—half-guineas, 
2 dwts. 16 grs.—and quarter-guineas, 1 dwt. 8 grs.—Guineas, however, coined prior to the 
ſaid period, weighing 5 dwts. 6 grs.—half-guineas, 2 dwts, 14: grs,—and quarter-guineas, 
1 dwt. 7 grs.; were, till the 19th of Auguſt, 1776, incluſively, received in payments at the 
Exchequer, the Bank of England, and at all the revenue offices throughout the kingdom.— 
Certain perſons were likewiſe appointed by the lords commiſſioners of the Treaſury and the 
Bank of England, to receive and exchange all gold of the laſt-mentioned ſtandard, in r 
city and principal town in the different counties, &c. of Great Britain. | 

On the 11th of November, in this year, Mr. David Hartley, then member of Parliament 
for Kingſton upon Hull, made the fixth and laſt experiment to evince the efficacy of a new, 
cheap, and eaſy method, invented by him, for preſerving houſes, ſhips, &c. built wth the 


moſt combuſtible materials, from fire. 


Mr, Hartley had built an houſe expreſsly for the purpoſe, which conſiſted of three ſtones, 
and with two large rooms on a floor, where he had made his former experiments. The man- 


ner in which he conducted them on the preſent occaſion was as follows :— 


He firſt ordered a fire to be made on the deal flooring of one of the ground- rooms: then 3 | 
large faggot of ſhavings, ſuſpended by iron from the upper part of the ſame room, was ſet on 
fire. After this, the ſtair-caſe was ſet on fire, both above and below, without the fire extend- 
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ing, in either cafe, beyond the ſpot on which it was lighted, Laſtly, the other room on the 
floor, filled almoſt to the top with faggots, pitch, and other combuſtibles, was ſet 

fre to; but though they all burned in ſuch a manner as to vomit fort x perpetual torrent of 
game and ſmoke, and thereby rendered all approack within thirty yards of the windows, on 
the outfide, abſolutely impratticable, the room adjoining to, and that immediately over this 


temporary Veſuvius, continued as cool and as accefſible as if no fire had happened in the houſe. 


| being purpolely ſet on five, little more of it was confumed than che part to which the fire had 


Nor were its walls, floors, and cielings alone preſerved; for even fixtures and houſchold 
furniture were thereby rendered proof againſt the rage of this otherwiſe all-devouring element, 
though found, at the ſame time, ſufficient to prepare iron for the anvil; particularly, a bed 
been immediately applied. Ine WN 

But ſingular as the effects of this contri vance for ſecuring houſes, ſhips, and other build- 
ings from fire, muſt appear, the means, perhaps, from their perfect ſimplicity, may be thought 


cqually extraordinary. They conſiſt of nothing more than the thinneſt plates of iron nailed 


to the joiſts, &c.; and to the facility of execution, may be added the cheapneſs of it, as the 
additional expence of building ſcarce exceeds three per cent. | 

The Newfoundland fiſhery, in the preſent year, did not in any degree anſwer the expecta- 
tions, which were held out in the preceding ſeſſion, of the caſe with which the great American 
ſhare of it would be immediately transferable to the people of Great Britain, and the fignal 


advantages which they would derive from thence. For though there was ſome increaſe of 


ſhips and men, both from England and Ireland, employed in the fiſhery, they were not in 
any manner equal to ſupplying the deficiency which the late law had occafioned, even ſuppo- 
ſing that no new obſtacles were thrown in their way, and that all other matters had continued 
in their uſual ſtate, But the retaliation which was pra&iſed by the Americans, of cutting off 
our fiſheries from all proviſions and ſupplies from the colonies, (a meaſure, which, however 
obvious, does not ſeem to have been apprehended till it was felt) threw the whole buſineſs 
upon the banks of Newfoundland into the greateſt diſorder and confuſion, and brought diſ- 
treſs upon all who were employed by ſea or land. To prevent the conſequences of famine, a 


number of ſhips, inſtead: of being laden with fiſh, were neceffarily ſent off light, to procure 


flour and other proviſions wherever they were to be had: ſo that the firſt operation of the 
fiſhery bill was attended with very great loſs and difadyantage to this country. 

We cannot but conſider the vaſt ſupplies which were ſent to the army at Boſton as a com- 
mercial circumſtance, and ſhall therefore juſt mention the articles of which they conſiſted. 

As the want. of freſh proviſions of every ſort was one of the principal grievances which 


the Britiſh troops at Boſton had ſuſtained, and had cauſed a very general ſickneſs among them, 


the remedy of that evil was an object that called for a very attentive confideration. On this 
account great quantities of cattle, &c. were contracted for, and ſhipped for America, No leſs 
than 5,000 oxen, 14,000 of the largeſt ſheep, and a vaſt number of hogs were ſent out alive. 
Vegetables of all kinds were alſo bought up in quantities that are ſcarcely credible, and new 
methods were contrived to preſerve them; and 10, ooo butts of beer were added to the enor- 
mous catalogue of neceſſaries on the occaſion. But this is not all; — , oo chaldtrons of coals 
were purchaſed in the river, and ſhipped off for Boſton; and even the article of faggots was 
ſent from London. The ſeemingly trifling neceſſaries of vegetables, caſks, and vinegar 


alone, amounted to 22, oool.; and though we had but a ſingle regiment of light cavalry at 
Boſton, the articles of hays oats, and beans, amounted ta almoſt as much. Befides the ex- 
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2776 ich of abeſs ben ee hawaii dss and the charge of flour, corn, and falted: prom, 
ſions, near half à million of Spaniſh and Portugueſe coin was tranſmitted for — 
and contingent articles in various branches of military operations. Nor muſt it be omitted iin 
the hiſtory of this extraordinary, novel, and, as it turned out, (from cauſes which we ſhy 
| not enumerate) almoſt uſeleſs exportation, that from the multitude of tranſports employed in 
the ae W n Wee 1 was n above W it uſual 
rate. . 
| A commercial eompany.wes ahout.this time fone at Paris, edit of the Caiſe 
d'Eſcompte, or Diſcount Office; an eſtabliſhment with · a fund. of 15,000,000 of livres. They 
contracted to diſcount bills and notes, both in peace and war, without ever exceeding the rate 
of 4 per cent.; and bound themſelves to this fingle branch of buſineſs, the gold and ſilver 
trade, and the receipt of voluntary depoſits of caſh, without meddling in any other matten 
whatever. The French boaſted, at the time, that this eſtabliſhment was an improvement on 
the plan of the Bank of England, and iſſued out notes in imitation of it. 

The charter of the Dutch Eaſt India Company having expired in the year 1773. the Com- 
pany, after ſtating: that its trade had declined, ſolicited the States General to grant a diminu- 
tion of the ſum formerly paid for the renewal of the charter. Upon this repreſentation, their 
High Mightineſſes, in order to have time to enquire: into the matter, prolonged the charter 
for three years, upon the old eſtabliſhment ; and finding, upon examination, that the Com. 
pany had really ſuſtained great loſſes, and its trade conſiderably declined, they acted with the 
{pirit of a wiſe commercial commonwealth, by complying with the Company's requeſt. They 
therefore granted them a new charter for thirty years, on the ſame terms as the former, on 
the immediate payment of 2,000,000 of florins, inſtead of 3,000,000, which they paid before, 
and the ſum of 360, ooo florins yearly ; which annual payment they were allowed to make 
either in money or merchandize. In conſequence of this indulgence, the ſtock of the Com- 

pany roſe, in a ſhort time, no leſs than 19 per cent. 

We ſhall make no apology for mentioning that in this year, and in the 84th of a very uſe- 
ful life, died Mr. John Harriſon, the inventor and conſtructor of the celebrated time-keepers - 
for aſcertaining the longitude at ſea. This very ingenious and indefatigable man had received, 

as a reward for his diſtinguiſhed and important labours, ſeveral thouſand pounds of the en 
offered by Parliament for facilitating the means of diſcovering the longitude. 

Dr. Price gives the following account of the progreſs of the national debt, from 17 3 to 


- 


the year 1775. 
y Principal. Rauer. 
8 4s 4 4. 
Amount of the principal and intereſt of the national debt be- "x21 | 
fore the war, which began in 1740. — 46,382,650 | 1, 903, 961 
Amount in 1749, immediately after the war, — 78,166,906 2,765,608 
Increaſed by the war, — — 31,784,256 861,747 
Diminiſhed by the peace from 1748 to 1755, — _ 3,089,641 111, 90 
Amount at the commencement of the war in 1755, 75,077,204 2,654,018. 
Amount at the end of the war in 1703, — 146, 582, 844. 4,840,822 
Increaſed by that war, — n 71,505,580 2, 186, 803 
Diminiſhed by the peace in 12 years, from 1763 to 1775, 10, 639,793 400, oo 
Amount at Midſummer 177 5 ü — 135,943.05 1 4,440, $21 


The 
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4 The annual revenues of the Ruſſian empire were, at this time, authentically ſtated at 
17,130,618 roubles; and the expences, including eee bene 1000 at 5 
The value of the rouble is about 108. ſterlinng. PT 

By an account of the hop duty for this year, its amount appears to de een 175 12d. Wh 

The number of ſhips cleared at the port of Newcaſtle, from December 31, 1775, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1776, was 4,773; of which 4,343 were coaſters, and 430 for foreign trade. 

The following bills relating to trade and commerce received the royal aſſent this year. 

To diſcontinue the duties PR on the 1 . WORE Poe lard and | greaſe, for a 
limited time. 

To continue an act for 3 a an of two o pennies 3 on all beer and ale brewed for 
ſale in Dundee. ; 

For making a navigable cut or ga Geka or near tin da in Worceſterſhire, to join 
the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire canals, at or near Stourton, in Staffordſhire. 

To build an iron bridge acrofs the river Severn, yu ä Salop, to the oppoſite 
ſhore at Madeley Wood, b. 


For the better ſupplying of marines * ſeamen to ferve | in his Majeſty's ſhips of war, and 
on board merchant ſhips. _ 

[By this act, it was enacted, that all trading ſhips ſhould be allowed to be * with 
three-fourths of their crew foreigners, till the 25th of March, 1777}. | 

For the better regulation of the pilots conducting ſhips and veſſels into and out of the port 
of Boſton, in Lincolnſhire, and for nn miſchiefs by fire in the ſaid haven and 
harbour. . 

To remove the danger of fire amongRt the ſhips i in the port of Bristol. þ 

For granting a bounty on flax ſeed, the ** of the Auſtrian Netherlands, ee into 
Ireland. 

For granting to his Majeſty ſeveral duties upon coaches and other carriages; alſo upon in- 
dentures, leaſes, bonds, and other deeds ; likewiſe _—_ * dice, and newſpapers; and 
for raiſing two millions by annuities and a lottery. 

[By the coach act, an additional duty of 208. per ann. is laid on all coaches, berlins, &c. ex- 
cept hackney coaches; and a duty of 5l. per ann. on ſtages. The clauſe of the act of the 20th 
of George I. exempting perſons from paying for more than five carriages, is hereby repealed : 
and by the new act with reſpect to ſtamps, an additional duty of 18. is laid on all indentures, 
bonds, &c. heretofore liable to a ſhilling ſtamp; an additional duty of 6d. on every pack of 
playing cards, and 2s. 6d. on every pair of dice made for ſale; an additional duty of one-half- 
penny on every ſheet or half ſheet of newſpaper. Commiſſioners to provide a new ſtamp, 
to denote all the ſeveral duties; and after July the fifth of this year, all vellum, &c. able to 
the new duty, to be carried to the ſtamp office, &c. before it is printed or wrote on. Perſons 
counterfeiting ſtamps, to ſuffer death as felons. Selling * to be . with, aſter the 
cover has been broken open, gl. penalty]. 

For the relief of inſolvent debtors and bankrupts, in certain aim | 

[ By returns made from the different gaols throughout the kingdom, it appears, that hi 
were at this time, upwards of 8, ooo debtors waiting to take the benefit of this AR]. 


For erecting 3 and land marks in the port of * for the better W of 
ſhipping. | 


a 


| 


For 
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1776 For the farther ——— gate —_—_ carried on from Great Brinn ws 
Ireland. | q 
For allowing the nA of a n ie; 86 bens e- n _ PA fora 1 
_ colonies in America, and 8 iſland of St. * and 80 ſettlements en 3 
2 . Eaſt India Company. 2 


For allowing corn, ie Li fours: imported into the oh of Preſton to be landed With. 


out payment of the dunes. 
For draining, improving, and b certain 10 and VR Pats: near denn 
SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for the year 1776. OT} 
For. 20,752 land forces, including 3,213 invalids, cc. 659, 200 2 103 
For maintaining garriſons, &c. in the Plantations and Africa, ; 723,432 11 74 
Britiſh and Iriſh pay for troops in America. — 442,530 19 4 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff officers, cke. — 11,50 7 3 


Levy money for augmentation of the Britiſh and:Iriſh forces for 1996, 104, 136 6 & 
For five Hanoverian battalions of foot at Gibraltar and Minorca, from F 


September I, to December 24, 1775, — —— A ; 26,783 15 21 
Ditto for 1776, _ — — — 46,838 19 
Charge of a regiment of Highlanders, conſiſting of two. battalions, 47,400 12 0 
Charge of augmentation to his Majeſty's forces to December 24, 1775, 80,984 13 2 
Ditto extra ſaving grants laſt ſeſſions, — m — — 7938 15 0 
For the out- penſioners of Chelſea, &c. — . 107, 512 10 0 
On account of reduced officers of the land forces, &c. — 97,575 12 © 
For allowances to certain officers and gentlemen of the two reduced : 

troops of horſe guards, &c. — — — 2350 19 6 
For the penſions payable to widows of certain reduced officers, | 608 © o 
On account of 12,394 Heſſians, for 1776 — — 381,887 4 57 
For 4,300 Brunſwickers for ditto, - — 121,475 12 1 
For one regiment of Hanau, from March 6, to December 24, n 

294 days, 8 — — — 19,006 19 31 
For ſix regiments of foot from Ireland, and other augmentations, to $ 

December 24, 1776, — e 3 > 137,448 7 9 

For the extraordinaries of the army, &... — 845,165 14 8 
For 28,000 ſeamen, including 6,665 marines, &c. — 1,456,000 0 © 
For the ordinary of the navy, Yes — 426,904 19 6 
Towards building and repairs of ſhips, &c. — 339,151 0 
For Greenwich Hoſpital, — — — 5,00 © © 
Towards the diſcharge of the navy debt, — — 1, oo, o O 0 
For the office of ordnance for the land ſervice —— 249,655 18 6 
For ditto, not provided for by Parliament in 1775. — 223,171 11 11 
On account of making roads and building bridges in the Highlands of | 

North Britain, — — FOR, as 6,96 10 
For the maintenance of Weſtminſter bridge, — — 2, 00 

1 For repairing, &c. the Britiſh forts on the coaſt of Africa, 13,000 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 1,885 4 


Carried over, 7, 186,047 
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Fg n over, 7, 186, % 7 47 
To make good e to his Majeſty the like 90 which has been iſſued, * ; 4 
his Majeſty's orders, in purſuance of addreſſes of Parliament, 57,05 3 
On account of the civil eſtabliſhment of N ova Rs: . 4,346 10 p 
Ditto of Georgia, — 2 ems — * A \ N 3.086 SW. 0 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, | Foes 1 hn r „ 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, _ 189396 . L985 10 3 
Ditto of Senegambia, 2 —— Gar ss 
Expence of and loſs by coĩnage, — * 92,421 16 1 
For paying off certain Exchequer bills, — . 1,250,000 O o 
To make good the deficiency of the eee top 775. $38,920 1 0 
| Total or fupplcs 9.857 27 1 
* „ 


Ways and MzA ANs for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. 


Land tax, at 4s. — — — — 2,000,000 © © 
Duty on malt, &c. — — — 750,000 © © 
Surplus in the ſinking fund on the 5th of January, — 17,869 4 117 
Ditto, on the 5th of April, — — — 962,571 16 2 
Growing produce of the ſinking fund, — — 1,837,428 3 10 
G um ſeneca, — — — — 2, 00 © © 
French prize money, — — — — 17,000 © © 
By certain ſavings in the Pay- office, — — 23,011 7.0 
By the fale of ceded iſlands, — — — 30,000 © © 
Exchequer bills, — — — | 1,500,000 o © 
Surplus of American revenues . — — — 2,908 8 2 
By certain ſurpluſſes remaining in the Exchequer, — 11,444 4 3 
By annuities and lottery at 3 per cent. —V— — 2,000,000 © © 
Total Ways and Means, — - 9,154,290" 4 43 
Total Supplies, — — 9,097,577 17 107 


1 


Exceſs of Proviſions — S56,652 6 $57 


r 
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1 The ſtate of the tional debt remains the ſame as in our laſt account of it. 
A general account of the chriſtenings and burials within the bills of I in London, 


for this year, 
CnnisTEX Ep. | | 225 Bux lEp. N 
Males, 3, 8 59 Mlales, 9,499 
Females, 8,421 | Females, 9,549 
Total, 17,280 Total, 19,048 
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1777 on the 10th of February, à bill for enabling the Admiralty to grant letter of 1 
7 and repriſal, to the owners or captains of private merchant ſhips, authorizing them to take . | 


52 


* 
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make prize of all veſſels with their effects, belonging to any of the inhabitants of the 


ſpecified revolted American Colonies, was paſſed without debate or oppoſition in the Houſe of 
Commons. In the Houſe of Lords, it only underwent the trifling alteration of inſerting we 


words, Liners of Permiſs in ˙ of Marque, the later being thought ay, | 


cable only to repriſals on a foreign enemy. 


This was a very neceſſary meaſure, as every claſs of mercantile men througliout the king. 
dom, began to make heavy complaints of the loſſes my now ſuſtained from the war with 
America. 

The American privateers now extended their cruizes to every part of Europe as well as the 


Weſt Indies, and they were in general received with an un or clandeſtine countenanee, in 


all the ports which they entered with their prizes. | 

At length they grew more bold, and, at this time, infeſted the coaſts of Great Britain and 
Ireland with a degree of audacity that at once ſurpriſed and alarmed the trading part of the 
kingdom. Their language, appearance, &c. being the ſame ag thoſe of the Britiſh ſubjects, 


they were enabled to diſguiſe their deſigns till they were ſure of executing them with ſucceſs, 


In ſhort, the trade between Great Britain and Ireland was interrupted by them to ſuch a degree, © * 
that it became abſolutely neceſſary to eſtabliſh convoys in the narrow channel which ſeparates 
the two iſlands, Nay, ſo much alarm had the American privateers occaſioned, that, to the 
diſgrace of our naval power and the injury of our commercial intereſt, no ſmall number of 
foreign veſſels, ſome of which were even French, were at this time freighted by Britiſh mer- 
chants, for the purpoſe of obtaining ſecurity to their commerce. | 

The Britiſh navy and privateers at length, however, exerted themſelves with ſuch activity, 
that the American cruizers were driven from our coaſts, and the loſſes of the colonies became, 
by degrees, much greater, and were more ſeverely felt than thoſe of Great Britain. But an- 
other power now began to unfold its future deſigns againſt us. 

France, at this time, manifeſted an evident diſpoſition to favour the revolt of America, 
The part ſhe now acted was leſs circumſpect than it had hitherto been; but as her naval pre- 
parations were not in ſuch a degree of forwardneſs as to juſtify her taking a deciſive part, ſhe 
ſtill continued to diſſemble; and as her negociations with the Americans were not advanced to 


an abſolute determination, ſhe occaſionally relaxed in certain points, when ſhe found herſelf _ | 


ſo cloſely preſſed by the Britiſh miniſters, that an obſtinate perſeverance would precipitate 
matters to that concluſion, which ſhe wiſhed to defer to a more favourable moment. 

Thus, when a bold American adventurer, of the name of Cunningham, had, in a privateer 
fitted out at Dunkirk, taken and carried into that port, the Engliſh packet from Holland, and 
ſent the mail to the American miniſters at Paris, it appeared to be abſolutely neceſſary, in 
ſome degree, to diſcountenance ſuch a flagrant violation of good neighbourhood, as well as of 
the ſubſiſting treaties between the two nations, and even of the particular marine. laws and re- 
gulations eſtabliſhed in France, in regard to her conduct towards the ſubje&s of other coun- 
tries. Cunningham and his crew were accordingly committed for ſome ſhort time, to priſon. 
Yet this appearance of ſatisfaction was done away by the circumſtances which attended it: for 
the impriſonment of this man was repreſented to the Americans, as proceeding merely from 


ſome informality in his commiſſion, and irregularity in his proceedings, which had brought 


him to, if not within the verge of piracy, and were too glaring to be entirely paſled by with- 
out 
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an a notice. However, he and his crew were not only ſpeedily releaſed from their mock con- 


finement, but he was permitted to purchaſe, fit out and arm, a much ſtronger veſſel and bet · 


| ter ſailor than the former, avowedly to continue his capture of Britiſh ſhips. 


It was in the ſame line of policy, that when the French N ewfoupdland fiſhery TRL ER 


; n | been totally intercepted and deſtroyed in caſe. of an immediate rupture with this country, and 


that the capture of their ſeamen, would have been more ruinous and irreparable than the loſs 


"I even of the ſhips and cargoes, Lord Stormont, the Britiſh ambaſſador at the French court, 


obtained in that critical ſituation, an order from the miniſters, that all the American privateers, 
with their prizes, ſhould; immediately depart the kingdom. Vet, ſatisfactory as this compli- 
| ance, and concluſive as this. order appeared, it was combated with ſuch ingenuity, and ſuch 
artful expedients were practiſed to defeat its effects, that it was not followed by a ſingle com- 
pliance in any one port of France. It, however, anſwered the purpoſe for which it was in- 
tended, of gaining time, and opening a ſubject of tedious and indeciſive controverly, until the 
French Newfoundland fleet had arrived in its reſpective ports. 
Indeed, the French miniſter of the marine and great advocate of the A cauſe, ap- 
pears to have been determined, that, whatever charges of duplicity might be brought againſt 
bis country, they ſhould not reſt perſonally with himſelf. For, upon the propagation of cer- 
tain reports which tended to diſcourage the commerce with the Americans, as if the court 
would not protect its ſubjects in conveying the products of America in their veſſels, which 
would accordingly become legal prizes to the Engliſh if taken, aſſured the ſeveral chambers of 
commerce by a public inſtrument, and in direct contravention of all our navigation laws, that 
the King was determined to afford the fulleſt protection to their nnn and would reclaim 
all ſhips which might be taken under that pretext, 

Upon the whole, however friendly the language and temporizing profeſſions of France 
might have been at this time, her conduct was too unequivocal to impoſe on any. It indeed 
required no great ſagacity to diſcover, that ſhe had an object in view which was at once calcu- 
lated, in a very eminent degree, to flatter her ambition and forward her intereſts. But ſhe 
yet waited the event of the American campaign, and the completion of naval equipments, 
which were proceeding with the greateſt diligence and in the moſt public manner at Breſt and 
Toulon; before ſhe would riſque the taking an avowed and deciſive part. N N 

The ſupine conduct of the Britiſh miniſters at this period, can be reconciled to no principle 
of duty to their country, and can find no better excuſe than the certain hope they fondly en- 
tertained, that the American campaign, would be attended with ſuch a complete and decifive 
ſucceſs, as would effectually check all the dafs of Fan to take a part in the diſpute be- 
tween Great Britain and America. 

A tranſaction of a very extraordinary nature in the Eaſt 1 5 which ended in a revo- 
lution, and the total ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed government in our principal ſettlement on 
the coaſt of Coromandel, together with ſeveral ſubſequent proceedings relative to it, at the 
meetings of the directors and proprietors of the Eaſt India A Hae oxcalhoned hear affairs 
to become again the ſubje& of parliamentary attention. | 

The Nabob of Arcot had, from the protection and alliance of the Eaſt India Company, 
grown to very great power, -and, as it was rather reaſonably ſuſpected, to an uncontrouled in- 
fluence, not only over the natives, but even over the Britiſh ſettlements, in the W of 
which he had fixed his reſidence. 1 | | 5 
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4. De 3 
r Whatever foundation there might have been fo the ſippoſitions thet this Friner polls 
au undue influence at Madras, it is certain, that aw enterprise which was undertaken by the 
| 0 Company's forces: im that prefidenry, in conjunction with thoſe of the Nabob, fbr os 
much colous to fuch an opinion, and unhappily contributed its full ſhare, along Win other 
_ eaſtern exorbitancies, deeply to affect our national character both in Europe and Af. This 
was the famous expedition to Tanjour, an enterprize whick has been heard of in every part of 
* III: TOO I ONE WRT Wy Ley WEE WHY "bs 
Seme pecuniary diſputes between. the Nabob and the Rajaly of Tanjour, cortittied a prami 
furt the former to make war upon the latter, and the powers at Madras were cafily prevailed 
upon to aſſiſt their friend of Arcot. The King of Tanjour was not able to-withftand the 
_ -., united! force of the Company and the Nabob. After defending his capital with the wtmoſt 
: | bravery, he was at length ſubdued and ſtripped of every thing but life, while his ſubjects who 
were among the moſt induſtrious n of India, experienced: * = cruelty and rapacity of 2 
Mahometan conqueſt. 
The account of this tranſaction, nen the cireumſtances of ende ſpoil and ruin 
f of a friend and ally, in a manner ſo unexampled, excited the greateſt indignation in the Com- 
pany, when it arrived in England. Nor were they without apprehenfions for the ſuſtty of 
their ſettlements, when they conſidered the aſcendeney over the councils and actions of their 
ſervants, of which the Nabob of Arcot was now ſo evidently poſſeſſed. 
' - The violent depofition of the Rajah of Tanjour, with all its circumftances, was ſo contrary 
to the policy of the Company and to the ſpirit of its orders, that it was immediately determin- 
ed to reſtore him to his dominions ; but this was a bufineſs of no common difficulty. The 
Company wiſhed to avoid, if pefſible, a, quarrel with the Nabob, nor were they diſpoſed, in 
the preſent poſture of affairs, to urge matters to an extremity with their” ſervants for wliat was 
paſt. It became neceſſary, therefore, to ſend ſome perſon out as governor of Madras, who 
ſhould be inveſted with full powers to execute this difficult but delicate deſign, and who poſ- 
ſeſſed a variety of rare qualities equal to the important office. 

It: was natural therefore for tlie Company to look up to Lord Pigot, as one calecuſated in 
every particular, to givo the moſt happy effect to all the purpoſes of this commiſſton. His 
former adminiſtration in India had been fortunate, glorious and juſt: to him the Nabob of 

Arcot was indebted for his exalted ſituation: his civil government had been as celebrated as his 

military exploits, and his private virtues had ever won, as they well deferved, the ſincereſt re- 
gard of all who knew-him. Fo this important taſſi Lord Pigot was appointed. | | 

In the mean time, the Nabob was providing for every poffible as well as expected conſe- 
quence of the Tanjour buſineſs, The long interval that elapſed before the arrival of Lord 
Pigot in his government, afforded a full exerciſe of his ability in intrigue; Although the part 
which they had already taken, would neceſſarily influence the conduct of the Engliſh preſi- 

deney. in the meaſure of ſecuring to him, in perpetuity, the poſſe ſfion of the kingdom of Tan- 
jovr, he was determined to take the moſt effectual method of fixing their intereft, by borrow- 
ing large ſums of money from ſeveral members of the 'council; &. and mortgaging the reve- - 
nues of Tanjour to them, as a ſecurity both for the principal and a prodigious nee 
thirty per cent. 

Lord Pigot arrived in his government about the WARE end of the year 1775; and Meet 
ſafar in the execution of his commiſſion, as, in ſpite of the violent oppoſition he experienced, 


3 . 
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„ deb of his haredinry . This meakie : os 


procured bim the mortal enmity of the Nabob, as well as the muſt detertaiĩ ned oppolition with - 
in his governtoents/ſo.'that, in arderto eie the bommands of the Company, he found 
_ himf{elf obliged to take à very firong and bold meafore, which was no leſs than to move for 

| the ſuſpenſion af two of the council, and which his own caſting vote accomplithed. By his 
ſupreme authority alſo an the fortreſa, he, eg rc Cops . IO Sir Robert | 
| Fletcher, the commander in chief of the forces. | 

A violent outery was immediately -raiſed TP ROT this my and being 

too impatient to vait the deciſion of the Company on the ſubje@, they formed a ſcoret plot for 

| ſecuring the perſon of the governor, amd eſfecting a revolution ĩn the Tettlement, which ſhould 

give the power entirely into their own hands. This defign was ſhortly after executed with a 
degree of treachery, that it is not our buſineſs to particularife' or obſerve upon. Lord Pigot 

Vas burried away to à place of military confinement; where it appears, that his own'extraor- 

dinary reſolution and natural fortitude alone preſerved him from immediate denn. 

I ue gccount of this revolution excited the greateſt ſurprize and indignation in the Company 
in general : whilſt the fate of Lord Pigot was conſidered with all that reſentment and humane 
apprehenſion, which the fituation of ſuch an amiable and excellent man was calculated to in- 
ſpire. The preſiding faction at Madras and the Nabob of Arcot, were not, however, with- 
ovt their friends: they were not idle on the occafion ; and, to the ſurptise of urge. ol in ge- 
ner the weight of government leaned to their fide. | 

The whole of theſe tranſactions being laid before the Eaſt India proprietors at PIR 
court, on the 26th of March in this year, a reſolution was agreed upon by a very great majo- 
rity, to recommend to the Court of Directors, to take the moſt effectual meaſures for reſtoring 
Lord Pigot to the full exerciſe of the powers veſted in him by the Company as governor of 
Madras, and for enquiring into the conduct of the principal actors in his impriſonment, &c. 

In conſequence of this reſolution, ſeveral others were ſoon after paſſed in the Court of Di- 

rectors, by which Lord Pigot was reſtored to the full exerciſe of his powers, and his four 
friends who had been ejected from the council were reinſtated, It was alſo reſolved, that ſeven 
members of the council, including the commander in chief of the forecs, had violently ſub- 
verted the government by a military force, and that they ſhould not only be ſuſpended from 
the Company's ſervice, but be cut off from any other means of reſtoration, than the immediate 
ad of the Directors. A vote of cenſure was alſo paſſed in the Court of Directors, dy a * 
voice, on Lord Pigot's conduct, as in ſome degree reptehenſible. 

But while the inſtructions were preparing to accompany theſe reſolutions, the friends of the 
Nabob and his party, aſſiſted by the whole power of government, induſtriouſſy brought 

forward three new reſolutions; the object of which was, to order Lord Pigot home imme- 

diately, to enquire into his conduct, and to recal both his friends and enemies in che council 
of Madras for the ſame purpoſe. Theſe reſolutions were carried by a majority of 97; and 
this deciſion induced Governor Johnſtone to bring the buſineſs before the Houſe of Commons. 

That gentleman accordingly moved ſeveral reſolutions ; upon which, if catried, he intended 
to found a bill for the better ſecuring our ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies. "Theſe reſolutions 
went to a ſtrong approbation of Lord Pigot's conduct as governor ; to a confirmation of thoſe 
late acts of the Company which had been paſſed in bis favour, or in the condemnation bf the 

| faction at Madras; and to annul the reſolution for his recal. This motion, however, after 'E 

great length and ability, was rejected by a very ſmall majority. 
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F "a7 15 On the 21ſt of February, thefollowing memorial was s preſented by . n ven 0 the 


States General of Holland. 52 
Since the commencement of che di rebellion, whieh' has Wa out in hs Eng. 1 
liſh colonies againſt the legal conſtitution of the mother country, the under- ſigned ben 

extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain, has had frequent occkſiong 9 
addreſs himſelf to your High Mightineſſes in the name of his maſter, to engage them by al 
motives of national intereſt, of good neighbourhood, of friendſhip,” and finally of treaties, to 
put a ſtop to the clandeſtine commerce which is carried on between their ſubjects and the 


rebels. If the meaſures which your High Mightineſſes have thought proper to take, had been - 


as efficacious as your aſſurances have been amicable, the under-figned would not now hae 


been under the diſagreeable neceſſity of bringing to the rn of your as lightineſſs 


facts of the moſt ſerious nature. 
The King hath hitherto borne, with unexampled patience, the ie condu of your - 


ſubjects in their intereſted commerce at St. Euſtatia, as alſo in America. His Majeſty has 
always flattered himſelf, that, in giving time to your High Mightineſſes to examine to the 

bottom of this conduct, fo irregular and ſo inſufferable, they would have taken the meaſures © } 
neceſſary to correct the abuſe, to reſtrain their ſubjeQs within bounds, and to make them re. 


ſpe& the rights and friendſhip of Great Britain. 
«© The complaints which I have orders to make to their High Mightineſſes, « are founded 
upon authentic documents annexed to this memorial,” where their High Mightinefles will ſee 


with aſtoniſhment, and, I doubt not, at the ſame time, with diſpleaſure, that their new g0- 


vernor, Mr. Van Graaf, after having permitted an illicit commerce at St. Euſtatia, has ſo far 
forgotten his duty, as to connive at the Americans in their hoſtile equipments, and to permit 
the ſeizure of an Engliſh veſſel, by an American pirate, within cannon ſhot of that iſland : and 


in aggravation of the affront given to the Engliſh nation, and to all the powers of Europe, to 
return from the fortreſs of his government the ſalute of a-rebel flag. In return to the amicable 


repreſentations made by the governor of the neighbouring iſland of St. Chriſtopher on theſe 
notorious facts, Mr. Van Graaf has anſwered in a manner the moſt vague and unſatisfactory, 
refuſing to enter at all into the ſubject, or into an explanation of the matter with a member of 
his Majeſty's council of St, Chriſtopher's, diſpatched ow the governor, for that purpoſe, to 
St. Euſtatia. 

&« After exhibiting the documents annexed, nothing remains with me but to n that the 
King, who had read them, not with leſs ſurprize than indignation, hath ordered me, to ex- 


preſsly demand of your High Mightineſſes, a formal diſavowal of the ſalute by Fort Orange, 


at St. Euſtatia, to the rebel ſhip, the diſmiſſion and immediate recal of Governor Van Graf, 
and to declare further, on the part of his Majeſty, that until further ſatisfaction is given, they 
are not to expect that his Majeſty will ſuffer himſelf to be amuſed by mere aſſurances, or that 
he will delay one * to take ſuch meaſures as he ſhall think due to the intereſts and dignity 
of his crown. | 


« (Signed) | = Joszen Youks: 
66 Given at the Hague, February 21, 1777.” 
In anſwer to the above, the following memorial was delivered, by order of the States Ge- 


neral to the court of Great Britain, by the e We and miniſter ati of 
their High Mightineſſes. 
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It is with the moſt Ci 2 58 hat the onder-Goned envoy hay, and —— 

nipotentiary of their High Mightineſſes, in conſequence of the orders which he has received, 
has the honour to repreſent to your Majeſty, that the memorial which your ambaſſador hath 
preſented to their High Mightineſſes on the 21ſt of laſt month, has touched them very ſenfibly : : 
that they find themſelves obliged to make complzint of the reproaches which are contained in 
it, as if their High Mightineſſes were to be ſuſpected of a will and intent of amuſing. your Ma- 
jeſty by amicable aſſurances, which they have falſified by their acts; alſo of the menacing tone 
which reigns in that memorial, and appears to their High Mightineſſes too highly ſtrain- 
ed, beyond that which is ufually adopted and ought to take place between two ſovereign 
and independent powers, and efpecially between two- neighbouring powers, which have 
been, during ſuch a length of Fs united by the ties of good harmony and mutual 
friendſhip. 

« Their High Mightineſſes truſt, that on all net and e in reſpe&t to the 
unfortunate troubles of your Majeſty's colonies in America, they have held a condu@ towards 
your Majeſty, which you had a right to expect from a good ee and a friendly and 
affectionate power. 

Their High Mightineſſes, Sire, hold your Majeſty's friendſhip i in the higheſt eſUmation, 
and wiſh to do every thing in their power, as far as the honour and dignity of their ſtate will 
permit, to cultivate it ſtill more and more: but they cannot, at the ſame time, ſo far reſtrain 
themſelves, as to SURG the very n ſenſation with wihach: tae memorial has im- 
preſſed them. 

« Tt is alone from ho motives of A to your Majeſty e every poſſible regard, and 
to prove that their High Mightinefles will not neglect any thing, which may ſerve to inveſti- 
gate properly the truth of the facts, from whence the complaints made to them ſeem to have 
ariſen, and that they have reſolved: to * the moſt n * on the ſubject repre- 
ſented to them. 

« To this end their High Mightineſſes, 3 by che 3 and uſual form in fimilar 
caſes, requiring a report in writing from their officers and others employed in their colonies, 
have already diſpatched their orders to the commandant of St. Euſtatia, to-return to the Re- 
public without delay, and, as ſoon as poſſible, to give the neceſſary information of all that has 
paſſed within the iſland of St. Euſtatia, and whatever may have come to his knowledge re- 
lative to the American colonies and their veſſels, during the period of his command, and to 
lay his conduct, touching that matter, before the eyes of their High Mightineſſes. 

The under-figned is charged, by his orders, to bring the information of this reſolution 
to your Majeſty, as alſo that their High Mightineſſes make no difficulty of diſavowing, in the 
moſt expreſs manner, every act or mark of honour which may have been given by their of- 
ficers or any of their ſervants, to the veſſels of your Majeſty's colonies of North America; or 
that they may give hereafter; ſo far as thoſe acts or marks of honour may be of ſuch a nature, 

as that it may be concluded from them, that it is thereby intended, in the. leaſt degree, to re- 
cognize the independence of thoſe colonies. 

The under-figned is alſo further charged to inform your Majeſty, that their High Migh- 
tineſſes have, in conſequence, given their orders to their gavernors and councils in the Weſt 
Indies, and have enjoined them afreſh, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to obſerve exactly the placards 

5 and 
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A. D. 
2777 and coders againſt the exportation of in ſtores to the American n Colonies * your Maj, . 
e ee e e ee eee He oi 
i 451 . (Signed): Os 3 55 ; 
* I6hd wana Dated London, Margh 26, 1777. TD 1 10 WII En EA. N 
About this time, there was publiſhed at Peterſburgh an account of the . commerce of that 
eity for thirty years and upwards, taken up at the year 1724; of which we have ſelected 6nly 
a following, a5 fuß ien to how the wor flaftuntion of thejr trade during that ey, 
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Kaub les. 
uu yoar 1744, the cuſtoms of that city produced only 10, 335 
196, they exceeded — 84.695 
1741, from particular events, they fell in this year to 11, 000 
1752, they produced, — * 203.734 
1754, the cuſtoms amounted to — 768,88 
1757, they brought in en 1,000, 713 


Ou the 19th of QRober in this year, Lieutenant General Burgoyne and his army of 5,600 
men, ordnance, fares, camp equipage, &c, ſurrendered, on convention, priſoners of war to 
Major General Gates, commander in chief of the American army, at Saratoga. | 

- Congreſs (which was now removed to York Town, Pennſylvania) came to a reſolution, on 
the 22d of November, not to treat with Great Britain upon any terms, unleſs the independ- 
ence of America was firft acknowledged: this being totally rejected, they applied to the Court 
of France for aſſiſtance to eſtabliſh their independence; and, on the 24th of December preli- 
minary articles of a treaty between that country and America were agrees en at Pang, and } 
ſent to Congreſs on the 27th of the ſame month, | 
Returns made from the poor rates to Parliament, ſtated to be from Eafter 1775, to Eafter | 


1776. I . d. 
Money raiſed in England, — — 1,679,585 0 0 
= Wales, — — wo) 40.731 * 7 
| Total, b 1,720,316 14 7 
PE expended on the poor in England, — 1, 523,163 I2 7 
— — — Wales, — 33-040 13 8 
Total, 1,550,804 6 3 
The county rates of England amounted to 5 — 1 131,38) 18 11 
— — Wales were — — 6,268 11 9 
| Total, ws 137-656 16 10 * 
In moſt of the northern counties the rates are raiſed ſeparately, and, therefore, are not in- 
cluded in theſe returns. | . 
Rents, &c, 3 | Titigation. 
1 | : E 
78, 176 4 © — 33-935 18 © 
| 27120 10 7 — 1,130 2 8 
Total, 5 80,296 14 7 Total, 435,072 9 8 


— 


From 


8 


on ens 01101 ½ Of eee, e 265 


Prom a ſurvey latety tide by onder of the French Kitty, gad lic Befor# ihne fupfeme cdun - 
el at Paris, eſtabliſhed for the improvement of the French Weſt India fertlettrents, * — 
ed, that the reader their Hlards, 8 wete 48 Wr? 978 


2 Sabin, 
St. Domingo. "aw 225 0³⁰ 
Martine, | — 10 . FD Aw" at 
Gaudaloupe, . a 
St. Lucia, — ay" © IO 440889 
Tes, $6,500 


abba 2225 


To ſupply the annual deficiency of which number, an annual importation of 26,600 mogroes: 
was aſſerted to be neceſſary. 

In the courſe of this year, there Wie imported nwo London fror Neweullfe and Sunder- 
land, 692, 93 f chaldrons of coals, an 7, org chaldrons of cinders and Scotch coals : 43792 
ſhips from the fame places were alſo cleared at the cuſtorm-houſe, 4,390 of which were coaſt- 
wiſe, and 402 for foreign ports. 

The following bills rlaing to nde ane commeree, received the royal affent in the courſe 
of this year. 

To adi his Majefty to detain and ſecure perforts charged with high treaſon in America, 
or on the ſeas for piracy. 

To enable the Lords of the Admiralty to grant letters of marque to private ſhips of war or 
merchant ſhips, to make repriſals on all ſhips belonging to the 3 in actual 
rebellion againſt Great Britain. 

For regulating the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in Europe as in India, fo far 
as relates to altering the time for the choice of Dire&ors. 

To enlarge Mr. Hartley's patent, for his invention of iron plates to prevent the fatal con 
ſequences of fires. . 

For improving thie navigation of the river Thames from London-bridge to Sens. 

For building a bridge over the river Severt, near Glouceſter. 

For preventing frauds in combing wool. 

For continuing the duty on beer in the town of Burnt Iduna, in Seating! 

For preventing frauds in the meaſurement of coals. 

To prevent frauds by venders of tea; detrimental to the revenues of excile,. 

For allowing a drawback on tea exported to Ireland. 

To prohibit, for a further limited time, the importatlon of foreign wrought Glks' my velyets, 

To ſecure to engravers their property in the' engraving branch. 

For allowing certain quantities of wheat to be exported to the Weſt Indie ies. 2 

To prevent the clandeſtine practice of unſkiippitig goods from on board "Eaſt India ſtips.. 

For ſecuring the duties on ſoap and rum imported from the colonies, 

For allowing the exportation of tobatco pipe clay to tlie Welt India Tllands. 5 


5 2 ſettling tlie ours of n. and the prices of aig apprentices, in the hat manu- | 
actory. . i 
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* Ts allow the callico otinters and ayers to employ journeymen who have not ſerved a ro { 
apprenticeſhip to the ſaid trade. 4 bo a 
ERS For a better ſupply of mariners and "Puke Gon manning the "hes navy. Bain 4 | 
RS |. 9 To enlarge the powers of an act, for making a navigable cut or canal, oY the river De 
| near Cheſter, to Nantwich and Middlewich, in Cheſhire. 

For regulating the duties on damaged currants and erde . 

For granting certain duties on auctioneers, &c. | 

For continuing the encouragement of making indigo in Fa eee Ko. 

For regiſtering the grants of life annuities, and for the better protection of infants againſt 
ſuch grants. _ . 

To extend the e of an act for negociating promiſſory __ and inland bills of ex. | 
change, to a certain ſum. 

[Of the annuity act, 5 that for reſtraining the negociation of bills of exchange, we ſhal! 
give the following abſtracts ]. 

The rſt, after reciting in the preamble, that the pernicious 10 of raiſing money by 
the ſale of life annuities, hath, of late years, greatly encreaſed, and is much promoted by the 
ſecrecy with which ſuch tranſactions are conducted; it is enacted, that a memorial of all deeds,  } 
bonds, &c. for granting life annuities, ſhall, within twenty days of the execution thereof, be 
enrolled in chancery; which ſhall contain the date, names of the parties, witneſſes, &c. and 
ſhall ſet forth the annual ſum or ſums to be paid, and the name of the perſon or perſons for 

| whoſe life or lives the annuity is granted, and the conſideration or conſiderations * granting 
the ſame; otherwiſe every ſuch deed, bond, &c. ſhall be void. 

« Tt further enacts, that before judgment ſhall be entered of record upon any warrant of ate 
torney for recovering any annuity already granted, and before execution ſhall be ſued out, &c. 
on any judgment already entered, a memorial ſhall be enrolled as aforeſaid ; otherwiſe all 
the proceedings in the actions to be void. 

„At alſo enacts, that all future deeds for granting annuities, ſhall contain the nds | 
and the names of the parties, in words at length : and that if any part of the confideration 

. ſhall be returned; or, in caſe the conſideration, or any part of it, is paid in notes, if any of 
the notes ſhall not be paid when due, or ſhall be cancelled or deſtroyed without being firſt 
paid; or if the conſideration, or any part of it, is paid in goods; or if any part of the conſi- 
deration is retained on pretence of anſwering the future payments of the annuity, or any other 
pretence ; the court may order the deed to be cancelled, and the judgment, if any has been 
entered, to be vacated.” | 

It next contains directions relating to ) the ll of memorials and the clerks Fry 

It then enacts, that all contracts for the purchaſe of annuities, with any perſon bode 
twenty-one years of age, ſhall be void ; and that. any perſon who ſhall procure or ſolicit any 
minor to grant an annuity, or to make oath, or give his or her word of honour or ſolemn pro- 
miſe, that he or ſhe will not plead infancy, or make any other defence againſt the demand of 
any ſuch annuity, ſhall be-puniſhed by fine or impriſonment. _ 

„It alſo enacts, that ſolicitors, ſcriveners, brokers, &c. who ſhall take more than 10s. 
per cent. for procuring money for annuities, ſhall be puniſhed by fine or impriſonment; and 
that the perſon or perſons who ſhall have paid or given any ſum or ſums of money, gratuity ot 
reward, ſhall be deemed a competent witneſs or witneſſes to prove the fame, &c. | 
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1777 The a0 for lining the eiae bills, & c. W 66 chat by a an act of the fifteenth | 
=" Po this preſent reign, all negotiable promiſſory notes, &c. iſſued after che 24th of June, 1775, 
for leſs than 20s. were made void, and ad all PN ifſued before that time were then 
made payable on demand.. 34 
It adds, that the ſaid acts had ee NGOS 5 — effe@s; _ ſuppoſes, | 
| that if the proviſions. therein contained; were extended to a further ſum, (but yet with- 
out -prejudice to the convenience ariſing to the public from the negotiation of promiſ- 
ſory notes, &c. for. the remittance of money in diſcharge of any balance of account) the 
good purpoſe of the ſaid act would be further advanced. The legiſlature, therefore, have 
continued the prohibition of notes, &c. for any leſs ſum than 20s. ; and enacted, that from 
and after the 24th of June, 19779, till the firſt day of January, 1778, all notes for any ſum 
between one and five pounds, ſhall be liable to payment on demand, whatever be the condi- 
tions contained in the ſaid notes, &c. __ 

It alſo enacts, / that from and after the firſt day of auen 1778. all negotiable promiſ- | 
ſory notes, &c. for 20s. and leſs than $1. ſhall be made payable at twenty-one days after date; 
and each indorſement thereon ſhall ſpecify the name and place of abode of the perſon to whoſe 
order the money is to be. paid; and that the ſigning of every ack 88 &c. or any indorſe- 
ment on it, ſhall be atteſted by one ſubſcribing witneſs at the 1 

The following are the forms of promiſſory notes and drafts, and of OE, taken 
from the ſchedule annexed to this act. 172 | 


( 


| e 8 
[Place] -([Day] Month] [Yeer] 
Twenty-one days after date, I promiſe to pay to A. B. of [Place] 
or his order, the ſum of ; for value received by 
$. ROS „ D. 
Witneſs, E. F. | 20 
15 And the indorſement, toties quoties. e 
2 LD ot - [Month] [Year] 
. the contents to G. H. { Place] or his order. ; 
| | A. B. 
Witne 5 . | 3 
GN .) 
[Place] [Day!]! {Month} - [Tear] 
Twenty-one days after date, pay to A. B. of [Place] 8 or his order, the 
ſum of „ value received, as adviſed by fe 5 
| | C..D. 
- ToE. F. of 833 
Wine GEL | | 
5 And the indorſement, toties quoties. N 
Pay the contents to J. K. of [Place] or his order. . 
| | PE: | A,B - 
{| I WI ICT Tok 


Witneſs, L. M. | 
Vor. IV. 85 POT SUPPLIES 
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soreris- granted by Parliament for this year :— gn 6420 + ee 
For 45,000 ſeamen, including 10,129 marines, —T BY 2 0 © 
For the ordinary of the navy, including half- pay, &&. PS | 400,805 '2 10 
Towards building and repairing ſhips, &c. — —  * 465,500 0 Po 
Towards diſcharging the navy debt, .: T — 15,000, % 
On account of Greenwich Hoſpitall, ©” — | —  * 4000'9 © 
For 20,734 effective land-forces, ce. 648, oog 16 5 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff- oſſicers, &. — 11,473 18 "64 | 
For maintaining forces and garriſons in the plantations, Africa, &c. 949,720 11 3 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhments, 474178 0 3 
For five Hanoverian battalions ſerving at Gibraltar, &c. — * 56,074 19 4 
For the charge of 12,677 Heſſian troops, &c. and ſubſidy, — 336,932 1 f 
For a regiment of foot of Hanau, — — — 18,181 15 67 
Ditto of Waldeck, Coo en en? ws” Oo 1 
Ditto of Heſſian chaſſeurs, with the ſubſidy, — — 30,728 11 8 
Ditto of Hanau ditto, — — — * — 16,326 10 11 
For the charge of 4,300 Brunſwickers, — _ —ñä. m 93-947 15 8 
For ditto of 1,285 Anſpachers, including artillery, c. _ 39,588 2 47 
For proviſions for the foreign troops in America, — 4,49 17 
For making good the fum voted laſt ſeſſion for the Heſhan 2 6,617 5 + 
Ditto, for ditto, _ — — — 3,390 18 47 
Ditto for the Hanau foot, — — — 1,013 16 10 
Ditto for foreign troops, for the year 1776, — — 81652 14 37 
For foreign artillery, &c. — — — 26,053 7 4 
For the Heſſian ditto, — — — 13,972 16 0 
For the Hanau ditto, — — — — 3,433 6 8 
For the Waldeck ditto, „ — — 403 19 97 
For the charge of out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c. — 105,279 13 9 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c. 93.616 8 4 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and private gentlemen. of the two 
reduced troops of horſe-guards, &c. — — 754 12 1 
For penſions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 370 © © 
Towards defraying the extraordinaries of the army, &c. _ 1,200,024 1 77 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. 320,111 18 11 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1776, 272,705 18 1 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 6,997 13 7 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of St. 1 „ 3,000 © © 
Ditto of Georgia, _ — — — 2,816 0 © 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — | _ 4.596 10 5 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — — 5,950 © 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — . 5.900 © o 
Ditto of Senegambia, — — — 5,550 © 0 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 2,993 5 0 
I0 the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum, — — 3,000- 0 © 
Carried forward, 3, 616,919 6 5; 


A. De 


177 


77 Brought over, WA 8 PIPE 6 8 
For -&i 3 erden \ unſatisfied claims ookidind to the laſt German m_y So0:iewt 14 5 
For the relief of ſuch American civil officers as have 2 _ their | 
attachment to his Majeſty's' government, — — 332,934 16 6 
Jo Mr. Duncan Campbell, for the expence of colviets on the Thames, 1,879 10 6 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's | N 1255 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 13,060 2 oO 
For repairing; &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of 2209 127 13,000 o © 
For printing journals, &c. — — — 600 © o 
To George White, Eſq. for expences incurred relative to enquiries | 
made into the ſtate of the poor of this kingdom, 2 500.0 o 
Towards diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, — ' 1, 500,600 o o 
Towards diſcharging certain other Exchequer bills, — 1,000, 00 o o 
To diſcharge the Arrears and debts owing-upon the civil lift on Janu- | 
ary 5, 1771» RIES 22525 A | 618,340 9 67 
It was alſo reſolved, That for the better ſupport of his Majeſty 8 
houſehold, and of the honaur and dignity of the crown, there be 
to his Majeſty during his life, out of the aggregate fund, rhe 
clear yearly ſum of too, oool. to commence from the 5th of June, 1777, 
over and above the ſum of 800,0001. granted by an act made i in the iſt 
year of his preſent Majeſty's reign. ] | 
For diſcharging the prizes of the lottery of 1776, — 500,000 o o 
To make good the deficiency of certain grants for the ſervice of 1776, 61,288 7 12 
Ditto of the fund for paying certain annuities, — 44.899 13 4 
Ditto in the land- tax, — — — 250,000 O o 
Ditto in the malt - tax, 3 — — 200,000 o o 
Total Supplies, 12,895,543 o 2 
| The WAs and ME ans for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. 1 o 
Duty on malt, — 2 — * 750,000 © © 
Land tax at 48. "_ e- Ne 2,000,000 © o 
From the ſinking fund, — 285 Tv 1,939,636 5 92 
By certain ſurpluſſes and revenues in ditto, | _ — 29 5,832 18 62 
By ditto, — — — * 760, 363 14 27 
By annuities and lottery, — —— „ 5. o, ooo o o 
By Exchequer bills, — — — I, 500,000 00 
By ſurpluſſes of certain duties remaining in the Exchequer, 3-919 13 7 
By ditto, — 4 * — | 1,391 0 7 
By duties on gum Senegal and gum Arabic, &c. — 1,391 0 0 
By monies paid into the ee by the « executors of the late Lord | 
Holland, —_ —— — — 200, ooo o o 
3 Total of Ways and 3 — 12,952, 534 12 82 
Supplies granted, — 12,895,543 0 2 
| | eee 
Exceſs of proviſions, _ 56,991 12 62 
D d 2 | 
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1777 r The vote of credit for one ; million, arm this ſeffion, for the fature army — 
and expence of, and loſs by coinage, is charged in the next aids. 


* 


It appears from the above accounts, that the additional public debt E 
funded this year, amounts to millions; im of which, 6 8 e 4 
4 per cent. per annum, is — MX PNG) © 200,000 3 
Together with the additional annuity of 70s. per cent. yer annum, for 25) 
GP which amounts to — | 59 | 250 , 
: | 4 Total rn 95 : "HINT O 0 


This ſum (by acts | paſſed; in purſuance of ſeveral reſolutions of May 15, 1777) v was raiſed. 
in the following manner :— 
By a tax of one guinea each on all male ſervants not employed in 


* 


agriculture, huſbandry, or trade, — * . 
By additional duties on glaſs, — — — 45.000 o o 
By additional ſtamp duties, — — i 5570 © o 
By a duty on Ing and on goods ſold by auction, FFP 
[ Total of new taxes, l 37, 800 0 © | 

From whence is to be deducted the annual produce of the plate duty, e A SE IE 
which Was repealed, — — — — 12,000 o 1 85 
Remained, 1 555% 0 0 


2 n Po 
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The number of fins and buriak within the bills of . in London, Ke. from 
December 10, 1776, to December 16, 1777, is as follows : 


_ Chriſtened, males 9,338 Buried, males 1 rode. 
— females 8, 962 — females 11, 566 
18, 300 e 23,334 
By the bill of mortality for Norwich, for this year, the numbers were 
Chriſtened, Males, 704 Buried, Males, - 502 
Females, 585 3 ERS Females, a 


— 


At eee 237; burials, 207; ee 92. 

At Whitby, —chriſtenings, 278; burials, 219; marriages, 100. 

At Mancheſter,—chriſtenings, 1,513; burials, 864; marriages, 577. | 

At Liverpool. —chriſtenings, 1 1,224 ; burials, 1760; marriages, 455.- TOTS ons 

1778 At the commencement of this year, the critical fituation of affairs, both foreign and domeſ. 

tic, very powerfully engaged the public attention, and time was pregnant witli events that de- 
manded the whole of it. France was now on the eve of throwing off the maſk and taking a 
decided part in the American war. On the thirtieth of January, a treaty of commerce was 


; | | ſigned 
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dereresm that court and America; and on the fixth of February, a way er alliance 

eventual and defenfive was concluded, at Paris, between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Louis 
the Sixteenth, and'the thirteen United States of America: as theſe treaties eventually effected 
u revolution, which, in all its circumſtances, has not a gente 0g Feel of * world, 

we ſhall inſert them at large. n r | 

« Article I, A firm, inviolable, and univerfal peace, and a true and fincere friendſhip, ſhall 
ſubſiſt between the Moft Chriſtian King, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the United States of 
America, as well as between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's ſubje&s and thoſe of the ſaid States; 
as alſo between the people, Hands ont and inhabitants of all claſſes, without any exception to 
perſons or places, The conditions mentioned in the prefent treaty, ſhall be perpetuaband per- 
manent between the — * King, his heirs and Ne Iey and the ſaid es 
States. 

„II. The Moſt Chriſtian King and che United tte Abend engage, not to grant any 
particular favour to other nations, reſpecting commerce and navigation, which ſhall not be 
immediately made kyown to the other party ; and ſuch nation ſhall enjoy that favour gratui- 
touſly, if the 2k is ſuch, or in granting the fame . l DER if the conceſſion is 
conditional. 

III. The ſubjects of the Moſt Chriftian Kiog ſhall not pay, in "the ports, harbours, roads, 
countries, iſlands, cities, and places of the United States, any greater duties or impoſts, of 
what nature ſoever they may be, or by whatever name they may be called, than ſuch as the 
moſt favoured nation ſhall pay; and they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, im- 
munities, and exemptions, in point of trade, navigation and commerce, whether in paſſing 
from one port of the ſaid States to another, or in going thither, or in returning from or going 
to any part of the world: whatever, as the ſaid nations may or ſhall enjoy. | 

«© The ſubje&s, people, and inhabitants of the faid United States, or cach of them, ſhall 
not pay, in the ports, harbours, roads, iſlands, cities, and places, within the dominions of 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty in Europe, any greater duties or impoſts, of what nature foever 
they may be, or by whatever name they may be called, than the moſt-fayourite nation are or 
ſhall be bound to pay; and they-ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, 
and exemptions, in point of trade, navigation and commerce, whether in paffing from one 
port to another of the ſaid dominions of the Moſt Chriſtian King in Europe, or in going thi- 
ther, or in returning from or going to any part of the world whatever, as the ſaid nations . 
or ſhall enjoy. 5 

V. In the above exemption is particularly compriſed the impoſition of rood. per ton, eſ- 
tabliſhed in France upon foreign ſhips : excepting when the thips of the United States ſhall 
load with French merchandizes in one port of France for another in the ſaid kingdom, in 
which caſe the ſaid ſhips of the ſaid United States ſhall diſcharge the uſual rights, fo long as 
the moſt favourite nations ſhall be obliged to do the ſame ; - nevertheleſs, the ſaid United States, 
or any of them, ſhall be at liberty to eſtabliſh, whenever they ſhall think proper, a right equi- 
valent to that in queſtions in and ſame caſe as it is eſtabliſhed 1 in the — of his Moſt 74a 
Majeſty. 

„VI. The Moſt Chriſtian King ſhall uſe all the means in his power to protect _ defend 
all the ſhips and effects belonging to the ſubjects, people, and inhabitants of the ſaid United 
States, and of each of them which ſhall be in bis ports, harbours, or roads, or in the ſeas 
Near his territories, countries, iſles, cities, and W and ſhall uſe every effort to recover 


| TY 888 the lawful proprietors, - their agents or onde. ; al the ſhips. and effects which tha hs 


or violence, in the ſame manner as they are bound to n * Pro the hips bel 


ſecure, as fully and effectually as poſſible, to the advantage, convenience, and ſecurity of the 
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taken within his juriſdiction; and, his Moſt: Chriſtian Majeſty's ſhips of war, or other con. 


N . voys, ſailing under his authority, ſhall take, on every occaſion, under their protection the \ 
ſimips belonging to the ſubjects, people, and inhabitants of the ſaid United States, or any of | 


them, which ſhall keep the ſame courſe and make the ſame route, and defend the ſaid ſhips, ſo 
Jong as they ſhall keep the ſame courſe: and make the ſame route, againſt every attack, force, 
on 
to the ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. big 
„VII. In like manner the ſaid United States, and their. ſhips of war filing under their 
hari ſhall protect and defend, ' agreeable to the contents of the preceding article, all the 
ſhips and effects belonging to the Moſt Chriſtian King, and ſhall uſe all their efforts to re. 
cover and reſtore the ſaid ſhips and effects, which ſhall be on ; the n of the jy. 
riſdiction of the ſaid United States, or either of them. | 
„VIII. The Moſt Chriſtian King will employ his 1 and i with the 


| King or Emperor of Morocco or Fez, with the regencies of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, or 


any of them, as well as with every other. Prince, State, or Power of the Barbary coaſt in Africa, 
and with the ſubjects of the ſaid King, Emperor, States, and Powers, and each of them, to 


ſaid United States, and each of them, as alſo their ſubjects, people, and inhabitants, their 
ſhips and effects, againſt violence, inſult, attack, or nnn. on the part of che ſaid Bar- 


bary Princes and States, or their ſubjects. 


ce IX. The ſubjects, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of ſhips, maſters, and ſeamen, 


of the ſtates, provinces, and dominions of the two parties, ſhall reciprocally refrain from, 


and avoid fiſhing in any of the places poſſeſſed, or which ſhall be poſſeſſed, by the other party, 


The ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, ſhall not fiſſi in the harbours, bays, creeks, roads, 


and places, which the ſaid United States poſſeſs, or ſhall hereafter poſſeſs; and in the fame 


manner the ſubjects, people, and inhabitants of the ſaid United States, ſhall not fiſh in the 


- harbours, bays, creeks, roads, , coaſts, and places, which his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty actually 


poſſeſſes, or ſhall hereafter poſſeſs; and if any ſhip or veſſel ſhall be ſurpriſed fiſhing, in viola- 
tion of the preſent treaty, the ſame ſhip or veſſel and its cargo ſhall, upon clear proof, be con- 
fiſcated. Provided the excluſion ſtipulated in the preſent article ſhall ſtand good only ſo long 
as the King and the United States hel not ſuffer it to be "om by any other nation 


whatever. 


«© X. The United States, their citizens and inhabitants, ſhall never diſturb the ſubjects of 


the Moſt Chriſtian King in the enjoyment and exerciſe of the right of fiſhing on the banks of 


Newfoundland, any more than in the unlimited and excluſive enjoyment they poſſeſs on that 
part of the coaſts of that iſland, as ſpecified in the treaty of Utrecht, nor in the rights relative 
to all and each of the iſles which belong to his Moſt Chriſtian en the whole conform- 
able to the true ſenſe of the treaties of Utrecht and Paris. 


« XI, The ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid United States, or any of them, ſhall not be 
conſidered as foreigners in France, and, conſequently, ſhall be exempt from the right of eſ- 


cheatage, or any other ſuch like right, under any name whatever; they may, by will, dona- 
tion, or otherwiſe, diſpoſe of their goods, moveables, and fixtures, in favour of whom they 


| ſhall pleaſe; and their heirs, ſubjects of the ſaid United States, reſident in France or elſewhere, 


all ſucceod to m. ab inteſtat, * being obliged to obtain letters of naturalization, and 
* | with f 
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gatives of provinces, cities, or private perſons; and the ſaid heirs, either by particular tle 


or ab inte/iat, ſhall be exempt from all right of detraftion'or other right of that Kind, provid- 


ed that ſuch or the like local rights are not eſtabliſhed by the ſaid United States, or any of 


A them. The ſubjects of the Moſt Chriſtian King ſhall enjoy, on their fide, in all the domi- 


nions of the ſaid States, an entire — n n ee n * to the Ripulations I in- 


cluded in the preſent article. 


« But it is at the ſame time 1 800 that the contents of fl article ſhall not affect the laws 


| made in France againſt emigrations, or fuch às may be made hereafter, ſuch being left in their 


full force and vigour ;: the United States, on their fide, or any of E 1 be free to make 
ſuch laws reſpecting that matter as they ſhall judge proper. 

„ XII, The merchant ſhips of both parties, which ſhall be bound to any port, bitoaging 
to a power. then an enemy of the other ally, and of which the voyage, or nature of its cargo 
ſhall give juſt ſuſpicions, ſhall be bound'to produce, either on the high ſeas, or in ports and 
harbours, not only their paſſports, but alſo certificates, nn ſhall Cy ſtate, that their 
cargoes are not of prohibited and contraband wares. 

« XIII. If the contents of the ſaid certificates lead to a diſcovery, that the ſhip carries pro- 
hibited and contraband merchandizes, configned to an enemy's port, it ſhall not be permitted 
to open the hatches of the-ſaid ſhip, nor any caſe, cheſt, trunk, bale, caſk or other caſes, con- 
tained therein, or to diſplace or remove the leaſt part of the merchandize, whether the ſhip be- 
longs to the Moſt Chriftian King, or to the inhabitants of the United States, until the cargo 


has been landed in the preſence of the officers of the Admiralty, and an inventory taken of 


them ; but they ſhall not be permitted to ſell, exchange, or diſpoſe of the ſhips or cargoes, in 
any manner whatever, until a fair and legal enquiry has been made, the contraband declared, 
and the court of Admiralty ſhall have pronounced the confiſcation by judgment, nevertheleſs 
without prejudice of ſhips or cargoes, which, by virtue of this treaty, ſhall be conſidered as 
free. It ſhall not be permitted to retain merchandizes, under pretence that they were found 
among contraband goods, and ſtill leſs to confiſcate them as legal prizes. In caſe where a part 
only, and not the whole of the'cargo, conſiſts of contraband articles, and that the commander 
of the ſhip conſents to deliver up to the captor what ſhall be diſcovered, then the captain, who 
ſhall have made- the prize, after having received thoſe articles, ſhall immediately releaſe the 
ſhip, and in no manner prevent it from purſuing its voyage; but in caſe that the whole of the 
contraband articles cannot be all taken into the veſſel of the captor, then the captain of ſuch 
veſſel ſhall remain maſter of his prize, notwithſtanding the offer to give up the contraband 
goods, and conduct the ſhip into the neareſt port, conformably to what is above ſpecified. 

« XIV. It is agreed, on the contrary, that every thing that ſhall be found embarked by the 
reſpeQive ſubje cts, in ſhips belonging to the enemies of the other party, or their ſubjects, : 
{hall be confiſcated, without regard to their being prohibited or not, in the ſame manner as-if 


| they belonged to the enemy ; excepting, however, ſuch effects and merchandizes as had been 


put on board the ſaid ſhips before the declaration of war, or even after the ſaid declaration, if 
they were ignorant of it at the time of loading ; ſo that the merchandizes of the ſubjects of 
both parties, whether they be found among contraband goods or otherwiſe, which, as hath 
been juſt mentioned, ſhall have been put on board a ſhip belonging to the enemy, before the 
war, or even after the ſaid declaration, when unknown to them, ſhall not be, in any manner, 
ſubje& to confiſcation, but ſhall be faithfully and * reſtored, witoor delay, to the owners 

who 
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f 2 3 ſhall claim them: it muſt, however, be dern that it will not be permitted 8 
contraband goòds into an enemy 's ports. The two contracting parties agree, that after the 
expiration of two months from the declaration of war, their reſpective ſubjects, from S 4 
part of the world ſoever hey; ſhall n ſhall not be e to plead i eee of the que / 
tion in this article. | 

„ And in order. the more effeQually to W the ſubje&s of the two contain, partie: 
from receiving any prejudice from the ſhips of war or privateers of either party, orders ſhall be 
given to all captains of ſhips of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and the ſaid United States, and io 
all their ſubjects, to avoid offering inſult or doing damage to the ſhips of either party; ang 

5 | whoever ſhall act contrary to theſe orders, ſhall be puniſhed- for it, and ſhall be e and | 
obliged perſonally, in their own effects, to repair all ſuch damages and loſſes. | | 

„XVI. All ſhips and merchandizes of what nature ſoever, which ſhall be taken out of the 

Hands of pirates on the high ſeas, ſhall be conducted into ſome port of the two ſtates, and ſhall + 
be committed to the care of the officers of the ſaid port, in order that-they may be entirely 
reſtored to the right owner, as ſoon as ſach property ſhall be fully and clearly proved. 

« XVII. The ſhips of war of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and thoſe of the United States, 
as well as privateers fitted out by their ſubjects, ſhall be at full liberty to conduct where they 
plleaſe ſuch prizes as they ſhall take from the enemy, without being amenable to the juriſdic. 
tion of their admirals or admiralty, or any other power; and the {aid veſſels or prizes, enteri 

into the harbours or ports of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, or thoſe of the ſaid United States, 
ſhall be neither ſtopped nor ſcized, nor ſhall the officers of ſuch places enquire into the yali. 
dity of the ſaid prizes, but ſhall be permitted to depart freely and at full liberty, to ſuch places 
as directed in the commiſſions, which the captains of the ſaid ſhips ſhall be obliged to produce, 
And, on the contrary, they ſhall neither give ſecurity nor retreat, in their ports or harbours, 
to any prizes made on the ſubjects of his Majeſty, or the ſaid United States; and, if ſuch ſhall 
be found to enter their ports, through ſtorms or dangers of the fea, they ſhall be obliged to 
depart as ſoon as poſſible. 
„XVIII. Should a ſhip belonging to either of the two States, or their ſubjeQs, run z. 
ground, be wrecked, or ſuffer other damages, upon the coaſts belonging to one of the two 
parties, they ſhall give all friendly aid and aſſiſtance to ſuch as are in danger, and take cer 
method to ſecure their ſafe paſſage, and return to their own country. 

«© XIX. When the ſubjects and inhabitants of one of the two parties with their ſhips, be; 

ther men of war, privateers, or merchantmen, ſhall be forced by foul weather, by the pur- 
ſuits of pirates or enemies, or by any other urgent neceſſity, to ſeek ſhelter and refuge, to run 
into and enter ſome river, bay, road, or port belonging to one of the two parties, they ſhah } 

1 | be received and treated with humanity and kindneſs, and ſhall enjoy .all the friendſhip, pro- 

| tection and aſſiſtance, and ſhall be permitted to procure refreſhments, proviſions and every | 

thing neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, for the repairing of their ſhips, and to enable them to 

8 purſue their voyage, paying a reaſonable price for every thing; and they ſhall not be detained 

in any manner, nor prevented quitting the ſaid ports or roads, but ſhall be permitted to * 

at pleaſure, without any obſtacle or impediment. 

„ XX. In order the better to promote the commerce of the two parties, it is agreed, that 
in caſe a war ſhould commence between the two ſaid nations, fix months ſhall be allowed, 
after the declaration of war, to the merchants living i in their towns and cities, to collect and 
tranſport their merchandize; and, if any part of them ſhall be ſtolen or damaged, during the - 
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* „ by either of the two parties, wen propl or Cabjefts r eee to. 
make full and perfect ſatisfaction for the ſame. oi [1 | 


XXI. No ſubje& of the Moſt Chriſtian King ſhall take a cache, eber of 


marque, to arm any ſhip or veſſel, to act as a privateer againſt the ſaid United States, or any 
of them; or againſt their ſubjects, people or inhabitants, or againſt their property, or that of 
the inhabitants of any of them, from any Prince whatever, with whom the ſaid United States 
' ſhall be at war. In like manner, no citizen, ſubjett or inhabitant of the ſaid United States, 
or any of them, ſhall demand or actept any commiſſion or letters of marque, to arm any ſhips 


or veſſels, to act againſt the ſubjeQs of his Moft Chriſtian Majeſty, or any of them, or their 
property, from any Prince or State whatever, with whom his ſaid Majeſty may be at war; and 


if any of the two nations . take . commiſtions or letters of marque, they ſhall be pu- 


niſhed as pirates. 
„% XXII. No foreign privateer, not Wb to "0G? gabe! of his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


jeſty, or to a citizen of the ſaid United States, which ſhall have a commiſſion from any Prince 
or power at war with one of the two nations, ſhall be permitted to arm their ſhips in the ports 


of one of the two parties, nor to ſell their prizes, nor to clear their ſhips, in any manner 
whatever, of their merchandizes, or any part of their cargo; they ſhall not even be permitted 
to purchaſe any other proviſions, than ſuch as are neceſſary to _— them to the havens 1 
of the Prince or State of whom they hold their commiſſion. 

«© XXIII. All and each of the ſubjects of the Moſt Chriſtian Rü as well as athe citizens, 


people and inhabitants of the ſaid United States, ſhall be permitted to work their veſſels in full 


liberty and ſecurity, without any exception being made thereto, on account of theyproprietors 
of merchandizes on board the ſaid veſſels, coming from any port whatever, and deſtined for 


ſome place belonging to a power actually an enemy, or which may become ſuch, of his Moſt 
_ Chriſtian Majefty or the. United States. It ſhall be equally permitted to the ſubjects and in- 


habitants above-mentioned, to navigate their ſhips and merchandizes, and to frequent, with 


the ſame liberty and ſecurity, the places, ports and havens of the powers, enemies to the two 


contracting parties, or one of them, without oppoſition or moleſtation, and to trade with 
them, not only dire&ly from ports of the enemy to any neutral port, but alſo from one port 


of the enemy to another of the ſame, whether under the juriſdiction of one or more; and it 


is ſtipulated by the preſent treaty, that all free veſſels ſhall equally enjoy the liberty of trade, 
and that every thing ſhall be judged free which is found on board the ſhips belonging to the 
ſubjects of one of the contracting parties, even though the cargo, or part of it, ſhould belong 
to the enemies of one of them; excepting always, however, all contraband goods. It is equally 


agreed, that the ſame liberty ſhall extend to perſons on board ſuch free ſhips, even though they 


ſhall be enemies to one of the two contracting ne; and ſhall not be taken from the aid 


ſhips, unleſs in arms, and actually in the enemy's ſervice. 


XXIV. This free navigation and commerce is extended to all ſorts of merchandizes, ex- 
cepting only ſuch as ſhall be deemed contraband or prohibited, and under fuch denomination 
are comprehended arms, cannon, bombs, with their fufees and other apputtenances, bullets, 


powder, matches, pikes, fwords, larices, darts, halberts, mortars, petards, granades, ſaltpetre, 


fuſils, balls, bucklers, caſques, cuiraſſes, coats of mail, and other arms of that kind, proper 
for the defence of ſoldiers ; gan-locks, ſhoulder-belts, horſes and their trappings, and all other 
inſtruments of war whatever. The following merchandizes are not to be conſidered as con- 
traband or prohibited, viz. all ſorts of cloths, and other woollen ſtuffs, oped ſilk, cotton, 
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. or other ſuch matters; all forts of coats,” with the nioriehy' of which they are uſually 3 
e : 


Bold or filyer, either in ſpecie or otherwiſe, pewter, iron, latten, copper, 
even wheat and barley, and all other ſorts of grain and roots; tobacco and all ſorts of ſpices, 


- ſalted and dried proviſions,” dried fiſh, cheeſe and butter, beer, oil, wine, ſugar, and ali "oy 
olf ſalt, and in general, all kinds of proviſions neceſſary for the nouriſhment of man, and 4 
the ſupport of life; alſo all ſorts af cotton, hemp, linen, pitch, tar, cords, tables, ſails, can. 


vas for fails, anchors, parts of anchors, maſts, planks, timber and wood of all kinds, and all 


\ ties thi ings proper for the building and repairing 'of ſhips, and other matters Whatſoever, 
vhich are not in the form of warlike inſtruments for ſea or land, ſhall not be reputed contn. 


band, much leſs fuch as are already prepared for other uſes. All the articles above-mentioned 
are to be compriſed among the free articles of meichandize, as well as all the other merchan. 
dizes and effects which are not compriſed and particularly named in the liſt of contraband mer. 


chandizes; ſo that they may be tranſported and conducted in the freeſt manner, by the ſub. - 
jects of the two contracting parties, into any of the enemy's ports; nn howeres tha 

ſuch places are not actually beſieged, blocked up, or inveſted. | 
© XXV. In order to remove and prevent diſſentions and quarrels on Aber fide, it is 
agreed, that in caſe one of the two parties ſhall find themſelves engaged in a war, the ſhips and 
veſſels belonging to the ſubjects or people of the other ally, ſhall be provided with marine | 


paſſports, which ſhall expreſs the name, . property and burden of the ſhip, as well as the name 
and place of abode of the maſter and commander of the ſaid ſhip, in order that it may from 
thence appear, that the ſame ſhip really and truly belongs to the ſubjects of one of the two con- 
tracting parties. Theſe paſſports are to be annually renewed, in caſe the ſhip returns home in 


the ſpace of one year. It is alſo agreed, that the above-mentioned ſhips, in caſe they ſhall be 


laden, are to be provided not only with paſſports, but alſo with certificates, containing the 
particulars of the cargo, the place from whence the ſhip came, and a declaration of what con- 
traband goods are on board; which certificate is to be made. in the accuſtomed form, by the 
officers of the place from whence the ſhip failed ; and if it be judged neceſſary or prudent to ex- 
preſs in the ſaid paſſports the perſons to whom the merchandize rale it muſt be . 
complied with. 


« XXVI. In cafe any ſhips of the ſubjects and e ene of one of the two enn 
parties ſhould approach the coaſt of the other, without any intention to enter the port, or, 


after having entered it, without any intention to unload their cargo, or. break bulk, they ſhall 
conduct themſelves, in that reſpect, 1 to the general rules nn or to be = 
ſcribed, relative to that matter. 


„XXVII. When any veſſel belonging to the ſail ſubjects, a and inbebi of one 


of the two parties, ſhall meet, while failing along the coaſt or on the open fea, a ſhip of war 
or privateer belonging to the other, the ſaid ſhip of war or privateer in order to avoid diſorder, | 
ſhall bring ſuch veſſel to, and fend her boat with two or three on board her, to whom the maſ- - } 
ter or commander of the merchantman ſhall produce his paſſport, and prove the property of Þ 
the veſſel; and as ſoon as ſuch paſſport ſhall be produced, the. maſter ſhall be at liberty to pur- 


ſae his voyage, without Bong more, or in any other manner n or amen to wy his 
intended courſe. 
« XXVIII. Itis agreed, that when the 1 ſhall be put on board ſkips or 3 
of one of the two contracting parties, they ſhall not be ſubject to be examined again, all ſuch 
examination and ſearch being to be made before loading, and the prohibited googn being; to be 
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's Copped and ſcined on ſhore, before they could be embarked, unleſs there are ſtcong cuſpicions | 
or proofs of fraudulent practices: ſo that no ſubject of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, or of the 
| United States, can be ſtopped or moleſted for that cauſe by any kind of embargo; but ſuch 

ſubjects of the State who ſnall preſume to yend or ſell _ merchandizes as Are * 
| Hall be duly puniſhed for ſuch infraction of che treat. 1. 7 
„ XXIX. The two contracting parties mutpally grant each het the 3 af i 
in their reſpective ports, conſuls, vice-conſuls, n and G whoſe e mall 
be regulated by a particular convention. | 
XXX. In order further to forward and e dees the commerce 1 che ſubjefts of 
the. United States and France, the Moſt Chtiſtian King will allow them in Europe one or 
more free ports, to which they may bring and ſell all the commodities and merchandizes of 
the Thirteen United States. His Majeſty will alſo grant to the ſubjects of the ſaid States, the 
_ free ports which have been, and are open, in the French iſlands of America, all which free 
ports the ſaid ſubjects of the * din ers enjoy, .. to the regulations which 
determine that matter. | 

« XXXI. The preſent trotty ſhall be ratified by both parties, — the ratiications 5x FANS." 
within the ſpace of fix months, or ſooner if may be, In witneſs of which the reſpective ple - 
nipotentiaries have ſigned the above articles, both in the French and Engliſh language; never- 
theleſs declaring, that the preſent treaty was originally digeſted and ſettled in the French | lan- 
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guage, to which they have affixed their hands and ſeals. . 4 
« Given at Paris the fixth * of the month of Feboanry, 1778. þ 
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« SILAS DEANE. 
HArnunx LEE.“ 

The following is a treaty of ne between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty Louis XVI. and 
the Thirteen United States of America, concluded at Paris, F ebruary 6, 1778. 

« Article I. If war ſhould break out between France and Great Britain during the continu- 
ance of the preſent war between the United States and England, his Majeſty and the ſaid 
United States ſhall make ita common cauſe, and aid each other mutually with their good of- 
fices, their councils and their forces, according to the exigeney of e. as becomes 
good and faithful allies. | 

« II. The eſſential and direct end of the * l alliance is, to maintain effeQual- 
ly the liberty, ſovereignty and independence, abſolute and unlimited, of the ſaid United 
States, as well in matters of government as of commerce. 

III. The two contracting parties ſhall each on its own part, p46 in the manner i may 
judge moſt proper, make all the efforts in its power 1 their common enemy, in order to 
attain the end propoſed. 1 

The contracting parties agree, that i in caſe either of het ſhould form any particular | 
enterprize in which the concurrence of the other party may be defired, the party whoſe con- 
_ currence is defired, ſhall readily and with good faith join to act in concert for that purpoſe, as 
far as circumſtances and its own particular ſituation will permit, and in that caſe, they fhall 
negolate by a particular convention the quality and kind of ſuccour to be furniſhed, and the 
time and manner of its being brought into 2 aftion, as well as the advantages which are : to be its 
compenſation, © | OW [| is | ; 
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CY V. If. the United States ſhould think fit to atterape the reduRtion of the- Britiſh pou, | 
. remaining in the northern parts of America, or the iſlands of Bermudas, thoſe eountcies 0, f 
lands, in a of ep mo o_ 0 ru mene er ge r Wie 


« VI. The Moft Chriſtian King ede fi ever the bete of he ande of Ber. 
mudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North America; which' before the treaty of 


Paris, in 1763, or in virtue of that treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the crown of 
Great Britain, or to the United States, heretofore called Britiſh colonies, or which are at this 


time, or have lately been under the power of the King and crown of Great Britain. 
VII. If his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall think proper to attack any of the iſlands ſituated 
in the Gulph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, which are at preſent under the power of Great 
Britain, all the ſaid ifles, in caſe of ſucceſs, ſhall appertain to the crown of France. | 
„ VIII. Neither of the two parties ſhall conclude either truce or peace with. Great Britain, 
without the formal conſent of the other firſt obtained; and they mutually engage not to lay 
down their arms, until the independence of the United States ſhall have been _—_ or 
tacitly aſſured by the treaty or treaties that ſhall terminate the war. 
«© IX. The contracting parties declare, that, being reſolved to fulfil, each on its own part, 


the clauſes and conditions of the preſent treaty of alliance, according to its own power and * 


circumſtances, there ſhall be no after-claims of WF deep on one ſide or the other, what- 
ever may be the event of the war. 

K. The Moſt Chriſtian King and the United States agree, to invite or admit * 
powers, who may have feceived injuries from England, to make a common cauſe with them, 
and to accede to the preſent alliance, under ſuch conditions as ſhall be freely agreed to, and 
ſettled hetween all the parties, 

« XI. The two parties guarantee mutually from the PIG time, and for ever, againſt all 
other powers, to wit, The United States to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the preſent poſſeſſions 
of the crown of France in America, as well as thoſe which it may acquire by the future treaty 
of peace; and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty guarantees on his part to the United States, their 
liberty, ſovereignty and independence, abſolute and unlimited, as well in matters of govern- 


ment as commerce, and alſo their poſſeſſions, and the additions or conqueſts that their con- 


federation may obtain during the war, from any of the dominions now or heretofore poſſeſſed 
by Great Britain in North America, conformable to the fifth and fixth articles above written, 
the whole of their poſſeſſions ſhall be fixed and aſſured to rhe ſaid States, at the moment of the 
ceſſation of their preſent war with England, 

„ XII. In order to fix more preciſely the ſenſe and application of the 8 article, the 


contracting parties declare, that in caſe of a rupture between France and England, the reci- 


procal guarantee declared in the ſaid article ſhall have its full force and effect the moment ſuch 
war ſhall break out; and if ſuch rupture ſhall not take place, the mutual obligations of the 
ſaid guarantee ſhall not commence until the moment of the ceſſation of the preſent war * 
tween the United States and England, ſhall have aſcertained their poſſeſſions. 

XIII. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified on both fides, and the ien ſhall be ex · 
changed in the ſpace of ſix months, or ſooner if poſſible, 


Done at Paris the fixth day of F — 1 6. 0, . Gunann; hl 80 


% B. FRANKLIN, (L. S.) 
« SIiLAs DR ANE, (L. 8.) 
« ARTHUR LEE, (L. 8) 
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I; On the « foal of February, the-minifier intreduard 2 conciligtory ſhows to Parlia- * 


ment, which was compoſed of two bills under the following heads :—A bill for declaring the 
intentions of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the exereiſe of the right of impoſing j 


8 taxes within his Majeſty's colonies, proyinces and plantations in North America; arid à bill 


to enable his Majeſty to appoint eommiſſioners,” with ſuffieient powers to treat, conſult and 
agree upon the means of quieting the W e d in certain of the e e — | 


and provinces of North America. | 


By theſe bills it was intended to-appoint fire: 3 to be 1 jak very ample 
powers, who ſhould be enabled to treat with the Congrels by name, as if it were a legal body, 
and fo far to give it authenticity, as to ſuppoſe its acts and conceſſions binding on all America, 
They were alſo to be authoriſed to treat with, any of the provincial aſſemblies upon the con- 
ſtitution they had adopted, and with any individuals in their civil and military capacities, to 
order a ſuſpenſion of arms, to ſuſpend the operation of the laws, to grant all ſorts of pardons, 
immunities and rewards, and to reſtore all the colonies, or any of them, to the form of its an- 
cient conſtitution, as it ſtood before the troubles ; as well as (in any of thoſe where the King 
nominated the governors, council, judges and other magiſtrates,) to nominate ſuch, at their 
diſcretion, until his furthet pleaſure ſhould be known. 
Should the Americans claim the title of Independent States, in negociating with the com- | 
miſſionets, the renunciation of it was not to be inſiſted upon, until the treaty had received its 
final ratification by the King and Parliament of Great Britain. The commiſſioners were alſo 
to receive inſtructions to negociate for ſome reaſonable and moderate contribution towards the 
common defence of the empire, when brought to a ſtate of re-union ; but, that' no pretence 
might remain for not bringing theſe unhappy differences to a termination, the contribution 
was not to be infiſted upon as an unrelaxing part of the treaty ; while the Americans, ſhould 
they refuſe a propoſition, of a nature at orice ſo juſt and reaſonable, would yield every claim 
of future ſupport from that ur of the empire, to whoſe expence they had refuſed to 
contribute. 

The miniſter . his 8 on the occaſion with declaring, that the conceffions he 
propoſed did not proceed from neceſſity, but from reaſon ; that Great Britain was by no means 
diſabled from continuing the war; that more troops might be raiſed if more ſhould be wanted; 
that the navy was in great power; that the revenue to ſupport them was full flouriſhing, and 
that the funds for the ſervice 2 the current year, would: be very OY provided at a mo- 
derate intereſt. 

Theſe bills met with no material pee : We! FEY undergoing ſeveral alterations, 

paſſed the Houſe without a diviſion. By theſe alterations, the powers of the commiſſioners 
were, however, greatly narrowed from the idea of them firſt held out by the miniſter : a clauſe 
was introduced to repeal the American tea act, paſſed in the year 1767; the proviſions of the 
bill extended to the Weſt Indies; and ſome change of expreſſion was made in the title of the 
bill, which in the firſt form might have been a preliminary en to the. Americans to 

enter upon the treaty it was intended to produce. = 
At length we come to that decifive moment, when France determined to throw off the 
appearance of friendſhip, which ſtill ſubſiſted between that country and Great Britain: ſhe 
now made an open declaration of her intentions relating to America; and, on the thirteenth 
of March, the French ambaſſador preſented the declaration of his ſovereign to the court of 
London, acknowledging the independence of the North American colonies. This declara- * 
| tion 
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3778 Bon um preſentod'by the miniſles, wich” the following meſſage, to" both” Houſes 1 . 
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Hament. ! 
His Majeſty wiring been e by eder of che French king, al A weit of andity 
_ and commerce has been ſigned between the court of France, and certain perſons employed by 
His Majeſty's revolted ſubjects i in North America, has judged it neceſſary to ditect, that a co 
of the declaration, delivered by the French ambaſſader to Lord Viſcount Weymiouth, be laid 
before the Houſe of Commons; and, at the ſame time, to acquaint them, that his Ma! 
has thought proper, in conſequence of this offenſive communication on the * of the « court 
of France, to ſend orders to his ambaſſador to withdraw from that court,” 

His Majeſty is perſuaded; chat tiis juſtice and good faith of his adus towards 4, foreign 
powers, and the ſincerity of his wiſhes to preſerve the tranquillity of Europe, will be acknoy. 
Jedged by all the world; and his Majeſty truſts, that he ſhall not ſtand reſponſible for the dic. 


- - turbance of that tranquillity, if he ſhould find himſelf called upon to reſent ſo uniproyokeg 


and ſo unjuſt an aggreſſion on the honour of his crown, and the eſſential intereſts of his king- 
doms, contrary to the moſt folemn aſſurances, ſubverſive of the law of nations, and i injurious 
to the rights of every fovereign power in Europe. | 

« His Majeſty, relying, with the fitmeſt confidence, on the zealous and affe&tionate ſup- 
port of his faithful people, is determined to be prepared to exert, if it ſhall become neceſſary, 
all the force and reſources of his kingdoms; which, he truſts, will be found adequate to repel 
every inſult and attack, r maintain and NN 2 Power and en of this country. 

66 G. Baſt * 

Te declaration, n in a wade, was as follows: : 

© The under-figned ambaſſador of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, has received chit orders 
to make the following declaration to the court of London. 

«© The United States of North America, who are in full poſſeſſion of ;n depen ne; as 
pronounced by them on the 4th of July, 1776, having propoſed to the King to conſolidate, 
by a formal convention, the connection begun to be eſtabliſhed between the two nations, the 
reſpeQive. plenipotentiaries-have ſigned a treaty of friendſhip and commerce, __ to ſeri 
as a foundation for their mutual good correſpondence. 

« His Majeſty being determined to cultivate the good underſtanding fobfifting between 
France and Great Britain, by every means compatible with his dignity and the good. of his 
ſubje&s, thinks it neceſſary to make his proceeding known to the court of London, and to 
declare at the ſame time, that the contracting parties have paid great attention not to ſtipulate | 
any excluſive advantages in favour of the French nation; and that the United States have re- 
ſerved the hberty of treating with w"_ nation n whatever, _ the . lie of equality 
and reciprocity. 

In making this communication to the court of London, the King i is firmly perſuaded i it 
will find new proofs of his Majeſty's conſtant and fincere diſpoſition for. peace; and that his 
_ - Britannic Majeſty, animated by the ſame ſentiments, will equally avoid every thing that may 
alter their good harmony; and he will particularly take effectual meaſures to prevent the com- 
merce between his Majeſty's ſubjects and the United States of North America from being in- 
terrupted, and to cauſe all the uſages, received between commercial nations, to be, in this re- 


ipect, obſerved, and all theſe rules which can be _ to Lud Cages the two rene 1 
France and Great Britain. | | 
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4s In this ys confidence, the under-Ggned anibear: thinks. it ſuperfluous ain the 
"Britiſh miniſter, that the King his maſtey being determined: ta protect effect ually the lawful 


commerce of his ſubjeRts, and to maintain the dignity of his flag, his Majeſty has, 3 


* quence, taken eventual. meaſures in concert with, the. United * of N 165 America. 


R= (Signed), 3130 mY 


" B88 London, March 13, il. 3 Is M. Dz re RANG 


In the committees of both Houſes of Pat 8 7 550 at this time employed i in ex 


awning the ſtate. of the nation, it. was aſſerted by the ſupporters of that meaſure, that a very 


large balance was due from the merchants in North America to the merchants in London, 
which could not be then paid by che uſual remittances in goods, &c. in conſequence of the 
war; that ſince the paſſing of the ſeveral acts for prohibiting the fiſheries of the North Ameri- 
can colonies, from all trade and commerce with this kingdom, and for making prizes of their 


ſhips, &c. the number of veſſels belonging to Great Britain and Ireland, taken by ſhips of 


war and privateers belonging to the ſaid colonigs, amounted to 733; of which, it appeared, 


that 47 had been releaſed, and 127 retaken; but that the loſs on the latter for ſalvage, intereſt, 


on the value of the cargo, and loſs of a market, muſt have been very confiderable : that the loſs 


of the remaining 559. veſſels, which were carried into port, appeared, from the beſt mercantile 


information, to amount, at leaſt, to 2,600,000. : that. of 200 ſhips annually. employed in the 


African trade, before the commencement of the war, whoſe value, upon an average, was about 


9, oool. each, there were not then 40 ſhips employed in that trade, whereby there appeared to 


be a diminution in that branch of commerce of 160 ſhips, which, at 9,000l. each, amount to 
a loſs of 1, 440, oo0l. per annum: that the price of inſurance to the Weſt Indies and North 


America, was increaſed from two and two and an half, to five per cent, with convoy; but, 


without convoy and unarmed, the ſame inſurance had been ſo high as fifteen per cent.; and 
that, generally, in ſuch circumſtances ſhips could not be inſured at all: that the price of ſea- 
mens wages was raiſed from il. 10s, to 31. 5s. per month; that the price of pat-aſh was in- 
creaſed from 88. to 21. 108. per hundred weight: that the price of ſpermaceti oil was raiſed 
from 3zl. to jol. per ton: that the price of tar was augmented from 7s. and 8s, to 308. per 
barrel: that the price of ſugars, and all commodities from the Weſt Indies, and divers ſorts 

of naval ſtores from North America, was greatly enhanced; and that the number of American 


privateers, of which authentic accounts had been FeFeLVEO, amounted to 17 3; that they car- 


ried 2, 556 guns, and 1 3.840 ſeamen, Ke. * y 

On the fide of adminiſtration it was contended, that the American commerce bad ſuffered 
more than that of Great Britain, and that, upon a fair examination, a conſiderable balance 
would be found in our favour. In ſupport of this poſition it. was ſaĩd, that the evidence of the 
merchants on the occaſion was extremely partial; that their eſtimates in point of value were 
rated too high, and their Jiſts. of ſhips, taken by the enemy, erroneous : that if ſome branches 
of commerce had failed, others of greater value were eſtabliſhed : that the benefits to be deriv- 
ed from the Southern fiſhery, and the American ſhare of the Newfoundland fiſhery, (which 
was calculated in a duplicate ſtate as a prize to us and a loſs to them,) ſhould be very highly 
rated: that the number of American prizes which had been taken was 904, which, at the 
moderate valuation of 2,000l. each ſhip and cargo, upon an average, would amount to 
1,808,0001.; to which, if the value of the fiſheries were added, it would appear, that, in the 


article of mercantile profit and loſs, Frog Britain was a conſiderable iner from the conteſt 
between her and America. ee ee | 88 | 
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The diſtrefſes of Ireland had long been an object of regret, even with many of he * 


Had no particular intereſt i in that country. Without entering into the cauſes from which they 


originated, it will be ſufficient to obſerve, that they had grown to- their preſent alarming and 


deplorable ſtate, under the unhappy confequences of the American war; fo that the country 


became unequal to the ſupport of that great eſtabliſhment with which it bad encumbered Itſelf, 
when the flouriſhing ſtate of all other parts of the FIG 9 2 diff uſed a large Portion 


| of proſperity to the Iriſh people. 


The ſtate of affairs became now fo Ace and the conſequences were Rid bs be fo urgent, 


that the miniſters were at length convinced of the neceſſity of paying attention to them, ang 


of affording ſome immediate redreſs to the grievances under which Ireland, at this time, h. 


boured. Earl Nugent accordingly moved, on the ad of April, that a committee of the whole 


Houſe ſhould be appointed to conſider of the trade of Ireland. The noble Lord obſerved, with, 
great truth, that the conduct of Great Britain towards its ſiſter kingdom, had been no leſs im. 
politic than unjuſt, and that the fituation of public affairs, capa nee on this country 
to enter upon a reviſion of the Iriſh trade laws. 

This motion in favour of Ireland was ſupported with great cordiality by every. part of the 
Houſe, excepting the repreſentatives of certain manufacturing towns, who thought it neceſſary 
to conſult their conſtituents, with whoſe intereſts, any change in the Iriſh trade regulations 


Might interfere, and by which they muſt be governed in their conduct on the occafion. 


It was faid, that Ireland was tiow become the chief dependency of the Britiſh crown, and 


that it particularly behoved this country, under its preſent circumſtances, to admit the Iriſh 
nation to the privileges of Britiſh citizens; a meaſure which true political wifdom would long 


ſince have adopted. That. the reſtrictions on the Iriſh trade, had defeated the purpoſe for 
which it was intended; and, inſtead of promoting the ſtaple manufactory of this country, in 
its woollen fabrics, had produced a direct contrary effect; as the Iriſh, in order to pay their 


rents, were under a neceffity of diſpoſing of the produce of their lands; and, as they were not 


allowed to manufacture their wool, to find a market for it wherever they could, that all par- 
tial laws and unnatural reſtraints muſt ever fail in their deſign, when oppoſed to the operation 


of ſuch a neceſſity; that France, feeling an irremediable want of the raw material within her- 


ſelf, afforded a ready market, and an exorbitant price for the Iriſh wool : that the cheapneſs 


of living and other circutnſtances were, however, more than a counterbalance for the exceſſive 


price ſhe paid for the raw material, and that ſhe was thereby enabled to arrive at ſuch a ſtate 


with reſpect to her woollen manufacture, as, in ſome degree, to rival us in that very com- 


merce, of which we were, with ſo much reaſon, ſo very jealous. 
Lord Nugent's motions were placed under four heads, and Aan to we following 


f purpoſes : 


Firſt, That che Iriſh might be permitted to export directly to the Britiſh but or to 


the ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, in Britiſh ſhips, navigated according to law, all goods, 


wares and merchandizes, being the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain, legally 


imported from that kingdom; alſo foreign certificate goods, under the ſame condition. | 
Secondly, That they might be permitted a dire& importation into Ireland of all goods, 

wares and merchandizes, being the produce of any of the Britiſh a or of the ſettlc- 

ments on the coaſt of Africa, tobacco only excepted. f ; | 
Thirdly, That they might alſo be permitted the direct exportation Tow Ireland, to all 


places except Great Britain, of glaſs manufactured in that kingdom, 
| Fourthly, 
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5 50 Fourthly, by taking off a duty amountinꝑ to a prohibition, tlie importation of cotton yarn, 
Y the manufacture of Ireland, was permitted in Great Britain. 4 cee tn 
But althougli theſe motlons were unanimouſly agreed to for the preſent; and the greateſt 
good wiſhes were expreſſed for the ſiſter kingdom; nay, although the miniſter had acknow- 
ledged that the Iriſh complained, with great) aſtice, of the reſtrictious of our trade laws, and 
that a relaxation of them would benefit the Iriſh; and ultimately enrich” ourſelves, —a very 
ſtrong oppoſition grew up againſt the meaſure, A general alarm was' ſpread through moſt of 
the trading and manufacturing parts of the kingdom. They conſidered the admittance of Ire- 
land to any participation-in trade, as not only deſtructive, in the moſt ruinous degree, of their 
property, but as being equally: ſubverſive of their rights. They were as little diſpoſed to con- 
ſent, that the people of Ireland ſhould cultivate their own manufactures, and diſpoſe of their 
native commodities at the proper foreign markets, as they were to admit them to any limited 
degree of commercial participation, In ſhort, the alarm was univerſal, and took ſuch abſo- 
lute poſſeſſion of the public attention, that, for a'ſhort time, the American war, and all its 
brooding events, appear to have been forgotten,” The city of London, however, preſerved 
the dignity. of its high-commercial character; and remained uninfluenced by common opinion, 
and unmoved by popular clamour. Petitions, therefore, as may be ſuppoſed, were preſented 
in great numbers, and ſtrong inſtructions ſent to repreſentatives on the occaſion. A curious 
circumſtance, however, occurred in the courſe of the buſineſs, which affgrded a remarkable 

example of the eagerneſs with which ill-founded popular apprehenſionꝭ may be ſometimes 
communicated and received :—A motion had been made, and a bill was accordingly brought 
in, for the importation of ſail- eloth from Ireland. This was founded in a miſtake ;. as the 
liberty of importing Iriſh ſail-eloth was already eſtabliſhed by a poſitive law, of long ſtanding : 
yet this bill was as violently oppoſed" by petitions from different parts of the kingdom, and as 


{trongly charged with deftraQive conſequences, as the other four bills which it accompanied, 
and were all framed on new grounds. | 


On the ſecond reading of the bills, a very powerful oppoſition appeared againſt them.—It 
was ſtated, on this fide,” that there could be no objection to admit Ireland to enjoy a free 
trade equally with ourſelves, provided ſhe bore an equal ſhare of the national burthens ; but 
that no tendency to ſuch a proviſion was contained in the bills before them. That Ireland 
was ſuppoſed to contain two millions of people, and they were taxed at one million of money, 
which was ten ſhillings for each perſon ; but that Great Britain, with fix millions of people, 
was taxed at twelve millions, which was an average payment of forty ſhillings for each perſon : . 
it was therefore concluded, that it would be equally impolitic, unreafonable, and unjuſt to 
our own people, who had undertaken this heavy burthen on the faith of the navigation laws, 
and the ſuppoſed ſtabjlity of our commerce, to paſs the bills then depending. It was added, 
that this meaſure was of too ſerious a nature, and too complicated in its objects, to be deter- 
mined at once: that a matter of ſuch magnitude as the overthrowing the whole ſyſtem of our 
trade laws, was not to be ſo readily concluded; and that it demanded the moſt mature delibe- 
ration, the ſtricteſt inveſtigation of facts and circumſtances, and the fulleſt confideration of fu- 
ture effects and contingencies. It was was therefore recommended, to refer the general buſineſs 
of Ireland to a committee, whoſe report might lay the foundation for future mature delibera- 
tion; by which means ſuch redreſs might be afforded to Ireland as the ſituation of both coun- 


tries would admit, without prejudice to the trade of Great Britain. 
Vor. IV. 3 Ff | | It 
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reſtoration of what the wiſdom of a Britiſh Parliament had, on a former occafion, though, 
proper to beſtow on Ireland. The navigation bills paſſed in the 12th of Charles the EA 
extended to Ireland as well as England. A kind of crooked policy had, however, deprived 
her of the freedom ſhe had enjoyed under that law, and ſhe had ever fince remained in a ſtate 


of oppreſſive and unnatural reſtriction. Deprived of every incentive to induſtry, and ſhut out 


almoſt from every paſſage to wealth, ſhe had never complained of her condition. She has 


| done her utmoſt to promote the intereſts and defend the rights of Great Britain, and Ber re. 


ward had been reſtriction and commercial bondage of the moſt cruel nature. | 
The annual revenue of the two kingdoms,” it was ſaid, had been moſt unjuſtly drawn into 


compariſon, to prove that Ireland did not pay an adequate proportion of taxes; whereas it 


was not the number of inhabitants which conſtituted the .ſpecific difference in the articlz ” 
taxation between two countries, but the diſtinction of internal opulence, and external advan. 


tage; and if the two kingdoms were compared under that idea, it would be found that Ire. 


land was taxed in a quadruple proportion to England, The internal wealth, and external ad. 
vantage of trade and commerce, are forty times greater in England than in Ireland. There 
was, therefore, no ratio of proportion in the mode of taxing the latter: ſhe was taxed without 


enjoying the means of payment, If ſeveral of the Engliſh exciſes had been laid in Treland, it 


muſt have been for the ſake of oppreſſion, and not production, and for the benefit of the offi- 
cers, inſtead of, the revenue. Leather, which is taxed in England, would be very trifling in 
its produce in a country where multitudes of the people never wear ſhoes. Candles are taxed 
in England, but what revenue would be derived in Ireland, where there are two hundred 
thouſand houſes in which, probably, a candle, ſuch as we tax, was never lighted. Enlarge 
the means of payment to Ireland, and, in proportion to her ability, ſhe will increaſe the rate 
of taxes. An equality of commercial power, it was inſiſted, could not be eſtabliſhed between 
the two countries ; the opulence of the one is a great obſtacle to the-other : the great diſpro- 
portion of capital, effectually deſtroys the poſſibility of an equality; and as the ability of pro- 
ceeding would increaſe in the ſame proportion, in the progreſs of the one and of the other, the 
ſame proportion of advantage would ſtill remain. The Iriſh would be able to follow the Eng- 
liſh at an equal diſtance in every ſtage, both in the outſet and in the continuance; but they 
would never be able to accelerate their motion ſo as to overtake them. 

Counſel and evidence were alſo heard on different parts of the Iriſh bufinefs ; and, in con- 
ſequence of a compromiſe between the ſupporters and oppoſers of it, which originated rather 
from the circumſtances of the moment, than any apprehenſions of failure in the former, it 
was thought expedient to give up, for the preſent,” moſt of the advantages that were originally 
intended, by the bills in queſtion, for Ireland. Some enlargement, however, was given to 
the linen trade, particularly in the article of checks; and ſome openings afforded in the Afri- 
can and Weſt India trades, which did not exiſt before. 'This meaſure, therefore, ended 
rather in being a prelude to future benefit, than producing any great immediate adyantage to 
the people of Ireland. 18 5 : 

On the 18th of March, the French King iſſued an order to ſeize all Britiſh ſhips in the ports 
of France; and, on the 27th, an embargo was laid on all French ſhipping in the river 
Thames, &c.—About the ſame time, a treaty of friendſhip, guarantee, and commerce, was 


entered into between the crowns' of Spain and Portugal. 185 
. On 
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On the ME of April, the. EarVof Carliſle; George e and William Kain, Eſqrs. 
vers appointed, with Lord and General Howe, his Majeſty's &mmiſfioners in America; 
and, on the 16th of the ſame month, they embarked at Portſmouth, to proceed on their com- 
mifion. On the gth of May, they arrived at Philadelphia, and immediately forwarded their 
powers and inſtructions to Congreſs ; who, on the 17th, anſwered the commiſſioners letters 
by a formal rejection of any overture, until the independence of America was firſt acknow- 
ledged. That power was not (nor could it be, without parliamentary ſanction) granted by 
the commiſſion ; ſo that this embaſſy, which was ſent out too late to do any good, added ano- 
ther and very mortifying article of diſgrace to the Britiſh government. 

Complaints and remonſtrances had been long and repeatedly made by the Weſt India mer-_ 
chants and planters to adminiſtration, of the-weak and expoſed ſtate of thoſe iſlands, which 
ſeemed to be left to the mercy, of their powerful European neighbours, without a nulitary 
force for their defence, or a naval ſquadron for their protection. Jamaica had been very ur- 
gent in theſe applications; the immenſe Britiſh capital neceſſarily lodged in that iſland, ren- 
dered it no leſs an object of concern in this country, than its great domeſtic property did to 
the owners of the ſoil. The great increaſe of troops, and the unuſual military preparation 
in the French and Spaniſh ſettlements, afforded ſufficient reaſon to juſtify the apprehenſions 
from whence theſe repreſentations originated. Confidential and palliating anſwers were al- 


ways given; but the fact really was, that the military and naval force of the empire, then on 
foot, was.ſo completely ſwallowed up in the vortex of the American war, that other objects, 


however important, were neceſlarily, in a great degree, left to the diſpoſition of fortune. 

The iſland of Dominica was added to the empire of Great Britain by the treaty of Paris, 
and was an acquiſition of conſiderable importance; while its ſituation (lying between Marti- 
nico and Guadaloupe, and within view of each) added greatly, in time of war, to the value 
of its poſſeſſion, This circumſtance ſeems to have been fo well underſtood by government, 


that the iſland had been fortified at a very great expence, and large quantities of ordnance and 


military ſtores ſent thither from England ; but the garriſon, which conſiſted but of an hund- 
red men, was totally inadequate to the employing thoſe admirable means of defence which the 
iſland afforded. . 

The ſituation of Dominica did not eſcape the attention of the Marquis de Bouille, governor 
general of Martinico; who, on the 7th-of September, in this year, landed about 2000 men, 
under the cover of ſome frigates and privateers, he ſoon reduced the Britiſh governor to a ca- 
pitulation ; which was ſo liberal, in all its parts, that a mere change of ſovereignty was | the 
only alteration in the condition of the inhabitants. 

To aggravate the.mortification attendant upon ſuchaloſs, Admiral Barrington lay at this time 
no further off than Barbadoes, with two ſhips of the line and fome frigates. His inſtructions 
were to remain on that {ſtation till further orders ; ; and there he had remained two months, 
without even being informed that heſtilities had commenced between Great Britain and 
France : but no ſooner did he receive advice that an attack was made upon Dominica, than, 
without waiting for further inſtructions, he ſet ſail with all poſſible ſpeed to Its aſſiſtance; but 
though he found that iſland in poſſeſſion of the F rench, his EA checked all immediate 
attempts upon any other of the Britiſh iſlands. | 

However, in the month of December following, ſome reparation was made to Great, Bri- 


| Britain by the conqueſt of St. Lucia; which, as it may be well conſidered in the twofold view 4 


Fra: - e of 


0 F E OAIGIN or communes. ENS ey, 227 15 


* 228 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 
n Du. 
9 25 78 of a ner exploit and a . acquiſition added greatly to . M and nd adn 
ab of the Britiſh empire. s 
Y The expedition againſt that iſland, it is ſaid, ang we beljora wh gromt Fl 4, Was . 
by a letter written to Lord George Germaine, then ſecretary of the American department, 
a great naval character, at that time unemployed, but who was afterwards called to the ſeryice 
of his country ; ; and, as It fortunately happened, to the preſervation of a moſt important part 
of the Britiſh empire. of that inſtructive letter we ſhall give the following extract: 
had lately the honour to preſent your lordſhip with the copy of a letter I thought it my 
duty to ſend to the King's miniſter before the concluſion of the Jaſt war, pointing out the 
great conſequence of retaining ſome of the conquered . iſlands, particularly Martinico or St. 
TS Lucia: and, although at that time I preferred the detention. of Martinico, I am now fully | 
convinced that St. Lucia i is of 1 more conſequence to Great Britain, for the reaſons I * | 
ſume to give; viz. | 
408 Martinico, though i in the moſt genie condition at the conqueſt, has, ſince the la 
war, had the dreadful misfortune of being peſtered with a ſpecies of ants, which have deftroyed 
the country, particularly the windward fide, in ſuch a manner,. as to make it almoſt a deſart, 
and ruined all the proprietors in that quarter: this plague till continues; and many plan- 
ters who uſed to make three and four hundred hogſheads of ſugar, now make none. This 
iſland, though it has four harbours, none of them are equal to the Carenage of St. Lucia, ſo 
ſecure, or ſo capable of being defended ; which alone is of the utmoſt importance to a mari- 
time power. Beſides, the French, fince the laſt peace, having fortified Mount Garnic, will 
render the conqueſt of Martinico more difficult, and take up a longer time; whereas St. Lu- 
cia having been greatly cleared and cultivated fance the laſt war, will render the conqueſt eaſier, 
and more healthy for the troops; and, when poſſeſſed by his Majeſty, be ſuch a check upon 
the French commerce, as to render Martinico, and their other iſlands, of little uſe ; as his 
Majeſty's ſquadrons ſtationed at that iſland, will have it in their power not only to block up 
every port in Martimico in a few hours, but likewiſe, (it being equally to the windward with 
Martinico) the cruizers from St. Lucia can always ſtretch to windward of all the other iſlands, 
and intercept any ſuccours intended for them. Add to this, the infinite conſequence of the 
harbour called the Little Carenage, where the largeſt ſhips of war can be carcened, be ſecure 
during the hurricane months, and always ready to afford a ſpeedy ſuccour to his Majeſty's 
other iſlands, and a certain ſecurity to the ſouthern iſlands of St. Vincent, Grenada, To- 
bago, &c, &c. which, at preſent, are greatly liable to depredations from the iſlands of Mar- 
tinico and St. Lucia. The latter iſland being in our hands, will likewiſe - put Martinico in 
the ſame predicament as Dominica is at preſent, viz. between two iſlands of an enemy; and, 
if attacked, a ſpeedy ſuccour, in a few hours, might be ſent from St. Lucia; whereas, at 
preſent, whatever ſuccour might be neceſſary to defend Domifica, if attacked, muſt come 
from Antigua, an iſland far to leeward ; and, in all probability, the iſland would fall before 
ſuch ſuccour could arrive. 

The place for careening and 5 his Majeſty's ſhips in thoſe ſeas, and the ſtation of 
the admiral who commands them, being at Antigua, an iſland without wood or water, whoſe 
harbour is ſmall, and incapable of receiving large ſhips of war, and to.the leeward of all the 
enemy's iſlands, muſt be extremely detrimental to his Majeſty's and the public ſervice, during 
a French war, muſt give the enemy great advantage, and alone points out the neceſſity of 

taking either Martinico or St, Lucia. 
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« That Great Britain has at this junctute a ſufßeient foret to effett an object io deſireable, 
J ſhall erideayour to prove: for though the war we are unhappily engaged in with the tebelli- 


ous Americans, has not, as yet reduced them to obedience, yet it has given Great Britain a 
veteran fleet and a veteran army, capable of undertaking any enterprize, Either in America or 


the Weſt Indies: and as the ſeafon for an army to aft in America, is at a time when it would be 
improper to act in the Weſt Indies; ſo, the ſeaſon to act in the Weſt Indies, is at a time when 


they ſhould not act in America, viz. from November to June: if, therefore, part of the army 


now in America, was detached in November or December,; attended with twelve or fourteen 
ſhips of the line, as many frigates, and ſome bomb veſſels, with xc" to-retidezyous at Bar- 


badoes, they, in all probability, would be enabled to put his Majeſty s commands into-execu- 


tion at the moſt proper and healthy ſeaſon ; more eſpecially, as the enemy could not poflibly 


know what number of ſhips or troops were ſent on that enterprize, time enough to prevent its 


ſucceeding. And as there is not a doubt but his Majeſty's admiral cruizing off Uſhant will 


detach a ſufficient number of his ſhips from his ſquadron to the Weſt Indies, ſhould a part of 


the Breſt fleet eſcape his vigilance, and attempt to ſuccour their Weſt India iſlands. 

«© Should this enterprize be undertaken,” I muſt humbly beg leave to vepreſeut, whether it 
will not be proper to direct, what ſort of capitulation the admiral and general ſhould allow 
the inhabitants: for want of ſuch inſtructions and proper information, the French conquered 
iſlands eſcaped a duty they ſhould certainly have paid; and his Majeſty, at this hour, is de- 
prived of a conſiderable revenue juſtly his due. 

When the ifland of Martinico offered to capitulate, I ſent for ſeveral of the planters be- 


longing to the Britiſh iſlands, who then attended the fleet to be preſent at the fiege, to deſire 


their aſſiſtance in penning an article that might make the French iſlands pay more duty than 
thoſe of the Englith : the article relative to the clayed ſugar, was what they unanimouſly 
offered me; and as all the ſugar of Martinico was clayed, I concluded his Majeſty would re- 
ceive a conſiderable ſum more than what the Engliſh iſlands paid: but, ſome time after, hear- 


ing that the Britiſh iſlands paid 4+ per cent. on the export of their commodities, I was ex- 


tremely diſpleaſed with the gentlemen belonging to the Britiſh iſlands for not acquainting me 
with their paying that duty, of which I was totally _gnorane. Other admirals and generals 
may be the ſame, unleſs properly-cautioned. 

If the inhabitants be allowed to keep their lands, upon capitulation, ſhould any but thoſe 
really upon the ſpot have that indulgence; and thoſe, only the lands then actually cleared? 
all other lands whatever to belong to the crown, as likewiſe one or two miles round the Ca- 
renage, in order to erect fortifications, a dock- yard, and to build a town, the quit-rents of 
which might bring in a conſiderable revenur; as there cannot be a doubt but inhabitants 
would flock from all the other iſlands, to mhabit a place of ſuch ſecurity. 

Should his Majeſty retain this iſland, I humbly ſubmit, whether, when the lands are fold 


it will not be of great advantage towards peopling the iſland, to have a conſiderable quantity 


of land in each parith allotted to ten- acre men „under the penalty of forfeiting it to the crown, 


ſhould it ever be converted to any other uſe than proviſion ground. This will always keep a 


confiderable number of white men on the iſland, and is the reaſon why Barbadoes has more 


inhabitants than all the other iſlands.” 


In the latter part of this year, the merchants, owners of ſhips, and exchange inſurers of 
the towns of Amſterdam, Rotterdam, and Dordrecht, m three memorials to the States - 
3 . | | General 
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| 1778 Dia of the United Provinces, relating to the ſeizure of cheir ſhips, &c. yp * of Gra 
® Britain: of theſe memorials we give the ſubſtance; as follows:! 
That, very lately, a conſiderable number of ſhips belonging to Wee ens of theſe 
Mates, and bound for France, haye been ſtopped at ſea, either. by the ſhips of the royal marine 
Of England, or by commiſſioned ſhips of the ſame nation, and afterwards carried into We] 
ports of Great Britain, whefe they continue to be detained, notwithſtanding the bare inſpec. 
tion of the conſignments, and other papers found on board the above ſhips, would ſufficiently 
ſhew that they were not laden with any ſort of merchandize under the denomination of con. 
traband goods, ſpecified by the third article of the marine: treaty, concluded in the month of 
December, 1674, Between the court of Great Britain and this republic. | 
„That this conduct of the Britiſh nation, (the flagrant -injuſtice of which might be very 
eafily proved by an appeal to the law of nations, if it be not already evident, as well by the 
_ aforefaid treaty, as by the explanatory convention of 1675) will infallibly accelerate the entire - 
ruin of the commerce and navigation of the United Provinces, i not timely and 8 
prevented. 
« N atwithſtanding the many 8 chat W be el your mine will not 
trouble your High Mightineſſes with all the reaſons they have to allege in proof that tlie de. 
ſtruction of our commerce and navigation muſt follow, as the unavoidable conſequence of the 
unjuſt proceedings of the Engliſh, our neighbours, of which there is no occaſion of any fur. 
ther proof, it having already been fully repreſented to your High Mightineſſes. 
_ + Your memorialiſts, therefore, only aſſume the liberty of obſerving, in very few words, 
that by the ſeizure of their ſhips, although they may afterwards be releaſed, even with indem. 
nity, the neceſſary. delays 1 in ſuch caſes are yet highly prejudicial, and totally ruinous to the 
merchants of theſe provinces. 
« That, during the detention of the merchandize, That ome are exit to the in- 
Jury of the fall of markets; and the merchants are, beſides, in that interval, deprived of the 
opportunity of furniſhing themſelves, in return, with ſuch goods as they intended, when the 
. firſt cargoes arrived at their deſtined ports. 
„In ſhort, the Dutch ſhips employed for the tranſportation of merchandize to France, and 
elſewhere, being detained, will, without doubt, (the geſult of ſuch proceedings out of the 
queſtion) occaſion fewer numbers to be hired in ſuch ſervice. for the future. 
That this ſeizure and detention are not only in themſelves ſufficient entirely to ruin our 
commerce and navigation, but that this ruin will be more rapidly brought on, whenever it 
ſhall pleaſe the Engliſh nation to make a ſecond ſtride of injuſtice, and having ſeized the ſhips 
bound for our French merchants, or from France to this ſtate, they have only to-declare them 
legal prizes, * | | 
«© That this proſpect is Kill more deplorable, when your memorialiſts reflect on thi regula- 
tion given by his Chriſtian Majeſty, on the 26th of July laſt, concerning the navigation of 
neutral ſhips ; becauſe, although that monarch therein forbids the ſtoppage and ſeizure of 
neutral ſhips, bound to or from an enemy's port, he nevertheleſs reſerves to himſelf a right of 
revoking that edict, in caſe any foreign power ſhould not agree to the ſame regulation reſpect- 
ing neutral ſhips. From hence it neceſſarily reſults, that, if the Engliſh continue to detain 
and ſeize our ſhips coming from France, or going thereto, we may expect the ſame treatment 
from the French, with regard to our ſhips coming from, or going to Great Britain; and, by 


theſe 


or THE ORIGIN or communct.” pd, © 2802 


170 theſe means, and to the total 1 ruin of theſe ſtates, they wal be derived of of the benefit of com- 7 
merce and navigation with both countries“ 

The remoſtrance made to the court of Great Britain 8 the States Gee in e ; 
of theſe memorials, was anſwered by Sir Joſeph Yorke; who, in a mild, but ſpirited man- 
ner, declared, that the interruption given to the commerce of Holland was never exerciſed 
but when the ſubjects of that republic. were * warlike and ** ſtores to _ enemies of 


Great Britain. $ 

It would be incxcuſable in the hiſtorian of any part of the 3 period, to paſs unno- 
ticed the event of Lord Chatham's death, which happened on the 11th of May, in this year ; 
and it would ill become us not to offer our tribute of ſincere veneration for his Huſtrious cha- 
racter, as it was during his * adminiſtration that commerce was firſt made to'flouriſh. 


my 


in the midſt of war. | . , 

The produce of the coach revenue for 1778, amounted to Tr lng which proves that 
23,000 coaches then paid duty. 

It appears, that during the courſe of this year, 4,425 ſhips cleared from Neweattle of 
which 4,140 were coaſters, and 285 deſtined for foreign ports. 

The following is an authentic account of the number of ſhips which have been employed 
from England in the whale-fiſhery, at Davis' 8 Straits and the Greenland ſeas, from the * 
1755, to 1778 incluſive. | 


Tn Ships. | Tears. Ships. 
1 ˖ © Ob NT 
1755 — 67 1768 — 41 
A % a4 
mr £770 — 8 
— 1771 — 50 
1760 — 40 1772 — 48 
A „ 
1702 — 28 1774 — 65 
1 177% — 96 
1764 — 32 1776 — 97 
1758 — 33 M79, =... I 
1766 — 35 1778 — 71 


1 A bounty of 308. per ton was given for the two laſt years. 
The following is alſo a correct ſtatement of the number of ſhips employed by Holland in 
the whale-fiſhery, from the year 1770, to 1778 incluſive. 


Tears. Shi ps. Hears, Ships. 
1770 — | 150 1775 — 129 
1771 — 150 : 17.76 — 123. 
1772 — 131 | 1777 — 116. 
1773 — 134 5 778 — 111 
1774 — 130 | 1,174 In all. 


By which it appears, upon a comparative view of theſe laſt nine years, that the number of 
ſhips employed by the Hollanders in this important branch of , exceeded that of the 
Engliſh nearly. in the proportion as two is to one. 
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A, b. n 
1778 The Suna we authentic extracts from the Corn Regiſter, containing am dcn + Al | 


corn and grain exported from, and imported into England-and EY for eighit years, vii. 
from. 1771, to 1778. | 


 FXPORTED. —- N IMPORTED. 
1771. Britti Foreign. | i Duarter,, 
ENGLAND. Drs. Drs. | ENGLAND. | | 
Wheat and Flour, © 10,089 — Wheat and Flour, 2,509 
Harley and Malt, _- 421,466 —_— Wye, — 2875,19 
Qats and Oatmeal, 2.3, 304. — Barley and Malt, 228 
SY Beans, | — 13.343 — Oats and Oatmeal, 198,072 
Peas, — 3,701 — Beans, — 67 
% Peas, . — 64 
| Indian corn, — 3 
SCOTLAND. SCOTLAND. 
Barley and Malt, - 203. — Wheat and Flour, 2 
Oats and Oatmeal, 11,869 — Oats and Oatmeal, 14,255 
Beans, — 3 — $5 
Peas, — 3 — 
Barley and Bear, 2,829 — 
Bear and Meal, 18 


The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from 888 amounted to 6,110l, 78. 6d. 
There were no bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland this year. The duties on corn 
imported into England, amounted to 13,17ol. 2s. 1d.; and in Scotland, to 5471. 8s. 11d, 


[When foreign grain is imported, and not.ſold, it is, by act of Parliament, ſuffered to be warehouſed 
without paying duty; and if exported again, it is here arranged under the title of Foreign, to diſtinguiſh 


it from Britiſh, ] 
EXPORTED. © | IMPORTED. 
1772. Briti Foreign 1772. uarters. 
8 «4 rs. „ 2 
Wheat and Flour, 6,959 — Wheat and Flour, 23,134 
Barley and Malt, 13,789 — Rye, — 4.799 
Oats and Oatmeal, 23,511 — Barley and Malt, 2,10) 
Beans, — 13,321 — Oats.and Oatmeal, 70,542 
Peas, mon 3,775 N Beans, —_— 409 
„ — 17 
Indian corn, — 3 
Buck Wheat, — I 
SCOTLANDs SCOTLAND, 
Oats and Oatmeal, 87 — Wheat and Flour, 2,340 
Barley and Bear, 242 — Barley and Malt, 961 
| Oats and Oatmeal, - 36,277 
Peas, RES 4 
Buck Wheat, — I 
There were no bounries, &c. paid for corn exported either from England or Scotland 


this year.— The duties received on grain imported into England, nn to 2,39 3l. 6s, 10d. 
and in Scotland, to 1, 3721. 148. 11d. 
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1773. | Britiſs 
EncLand. . Ors. 
Wheat and Flour,  - 9,637 
Barley and Malt, 2,445 
Oats and Oatmeal, 18,671 
Beans, — 10,733 
Peas, — 445,430 
SCOTLAND. 9 
Oats and Oatmeal, ' 106 
Beans, — 18 


Barley and Bear, 30 


Foreign 
Ar, 2 


Vi 


<a There were no bounties or Srawbacks paid on the exportation, nor any duties received 


EXPORTED. 
1774. Britiſh 
ENGLAND, | Drs. 

Wheat and Flour, 15,171 
Rye, — 1,434 
Barley and Malt, 2,416 
Oats and Oatmeal, , 16,286 
Beans, — 9,443 
Peas, — 3,211 
Indian Corn, — 
Buck Wheat, — 

SCOTLAND. | 
Oats and Oatmeal, 122 
Beans, — 8 
Barley and Bear, 495 


The amount of the bouities and drawbacks paid, in this year, upon the exportation of grain 
from England, was 559611. 128.: and upon that from Scotland, to 611. 118. 10d. 


Foreign 


on the importation of grain, in this year, for either England or Scotland. 


7 MP 0 N TED. 
1773. Quarters. 
ENGLAND. | 
Wheat and Flour, 350,312 
Rye, — 253 
Barley and Malt, 51,221 
Oats and Oatmeal, 234, 366 
Beans, 8 * 49,858 
Peas, N 3254 
Indian Corn, 6,322 
Buck Wheat, 53 
SCOTLAND. | 
Wheat and F lour, 6, 545 
Rye, | 2 
Oats and Oatmeal# 95,088 
Beans, , ce. - 4,002 
Peas, — 4,002 
Barley and Bear, 12,695 
IMPORTED. 
1774. Duarters, 
ENGLAND. | 
Wheat and Flour, 269,235 | 
Rye, == 41,427 
Barley and Malt, 155,148 
Oats and Oatmeal, 312,908 
Beans, — 16,401 
Indian Corn, 55945 
= < 
SCOTLAND. 
W heat ang Flour, 19,914. 
Oats and Oatmeal, 86,591 
Beans, — 2, 505 
3 — 2,705 
Barley and Bear, 16, 360 
Buck Wheat, 4 


The duties received upon grain imported into England, amounted to 12,3791. * 3d.: and 


G g 


upon that imported i into Scotland, to 1, 3361. 118. 8d. 
Voß. IV. 7 
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177 8. Britiſh Foreign 1775. Quartera 
Exvor An- e. . ENGLAND. | 
Wheat and Flour, 28,34 62,649 Wheat and Flour, $44,641 2 
Rye, F 25 Rye. — 3384 
Barley and Malt, 45,454 55940 Barley and Malt, 126, 322 
Oats and Oatmeal, 22,593 34773 Oats and Oatmeal, 283,827 
Beans, = 14.075 343 R.,. 29,862 
Peas, 4,717 212 Peas, — 1275 
Indian Corn, — 4.323 Indian Corn, 9,638 
0 SCOTLAND. | SCOTLAND. - 
Wheat and Flour, 40 —— Wheat and Flour, 16,347 
Barley and Malt, 20 — Barley and Malt, 13,119 
Oats and Oatmeal, 119 —— Oats and Oatmeal, 101,115 
Beans, — 2 — Beans, — 1,657 
Peas, _ r,658 


The bounties paid, in this year, upon grain exported from England, amounted to the ſum 
of 75,8421. 10s. 11d. : and the total of the drawbacks was 1 798l. 168. 8d. 

There were no bounties nor drawbacks paid, in this year, upon the grain 3 from 
Scotland. 

The amount of the duties received, in 1775, upon the grain imported into England was 


18,44 l. 18s. 2d, : and 1, 3551. 18. Sd. was ths amount of the duty received upon that imported 
into Scotland. 


EXPORTED. TMPORTED. 
1776. Britiſh Foreign „ Duarters, 
ENGLAND» Drs. irs. ENGLAND. | 
Wheat and Flour, 174,940 32,467 Wheat and Flour, 20, 148 
Rye, — 10, 369 630 Rye, — 3.415 
Barley and Malt, 129, 14. 2, 160 Barley and Malt, 8,020 
- Oats and Oatmeal, 21,930 8,686 Oats and Oatmeal, 373,70) 
Beans, — 33-338 7,006 Beans, — 19,055 
Peas, | — 6, 562 8,043 Peas, — 19,770 
Indian Corn, — 1,957 75 N 
SCOTLAND. __. SCOTLAND» 
Wheat and Flour, 3,247 — Wheat and Flour, 43⁰ 
Barley and Malt, 422 — Barley and Malt, 479 
Oats and Oatmeal, 4,365. — Oats and Oatmeal, 4,859 
Beans, — 543 — Peas — 12 
Peas, * 543 ! 
Barley and Bear, ; 4,428 — 


The amount of the bounties paid, in 1776, on the grain exported from England, was 
50, 92 fl. 78. 2d.; and the drawbacks were 786l. 88. The bounties paid n the exportation 
of grain from Scotland, amounted to 1, 3221. 138. gd. 

The whole amount of the duties received on the grain imported into England, in the courſe 
of this year, was 3688. 58. 5d.; and on that to Scotland, was 30l. 128. 7d. 
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1 EXPOR TED. wa, &  TMPORTED. e 
| ; : | * 
| M 1 ge Prog. * 1777. | 
ENGLAND- rs. Drs. | _ EmGLAND. | 
Wheat and Flour, 79,120 6914 Wheat and F lour, 233,009 - 
Rye, V Rye, — 18,454 
Barley and Malt, 132,513 479 Barley and Malt, 7,981 
Oats and Oatmeal, 16,874 12,507 Oats and Oatmeal,, 366, 155 
Beans — 22,449 7,492 Beans, — 35.127 
Peas, — 6,629 6,742 Peas, — 28,702 
Indian Corn, — 8 Buck Wheat, 50-5 md 
| SCOTLAND. 4 | SCOTLAND. 
Wheat and Flour, 2,652 - — Wheat and Flour, 2854 
Barley and Malt, 3.645 — Oats and Oatmeal, 29 
Oats and Oatmeal, 7,233 — : 
Beans, —_ 422 — 2 
Peas, — 422 — 
Barley and Bear, 6,088 — 


The bounties paid, in 1977, on the grain exported from England, amounted to 43,2501. and 
d.; and the amount of the drawbacks, for the ſame year, was 1021. rs. 10d.; and the 
amount of the bounties upon that exported from Scotland, was 2, 426l. 15s. 10d. | | 

The duties received, in this year, upon grain imported into Ss 8,835. 1 38. 9d.; 
and upon that imported into Scotland, 148. 12 | | 


EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 
1778, Britiſh Foreign | 177. Quartiers. 
ENGLAND. „r.. rs. ENGLAND. 

Wheat and Flour, 25 24,698 13,077 Wheat and Flour, 106, 394. 
Rye, — 1,689 17 Rye, — 9,327 
Barley and Malt, 100,820 1391 6 Barley and Malt, 42,514 
Oats and Oatmeal, 20, 810 3, o43 Oats and Oatmeal, 199, 680 
Beans, — 17,787 3,902 Beans, — 30, 165 
Peas, — 9,399 6,221 * + Pen, _ 27,768 

SCOTLAND. | % SCOTLAND. e 
Wheat and Flour, 3,295 — Barley and Malt, 200 
Barley and Malt, 924 — Oats and Oatmeal, 1,490 . 
Oats and Oatmeal, 27, 690 — | | | 
Beans, — 653 — 

Peas, — 653 — 

Barley and Bear, 795 — 


The bounties paid, in this yeat, upon the grain exported from England, amounted to 
40, 101l. 168. 3d. : and 224l. 8s. 6d. was the amount of the drawbacks, during the ſame period: 
and the amount of the bounties upon that exported from Scotland, was 3-704]. 118. 6d. 

The whole of the duties received, in 1778, upon the importation of grain to England, was 
4,89ol. 58. d.; and upon that imported into Scotland, 141. 38. 9d. 


G g 2 „ 


3 


*- 1 


236 _ an HISTORICAL 45 ennonoLoGtcal DrDvcrron | 


A. b. . 
1778 The following is an account of the average prices of corn in England and Wales, by Ry 

ſtandard Wincheſter buſhel, for eight youre; from the commencement of the corn regiſter 20 
in the 1770. 


Wheat. Rye. eng Bar ley the - Beans. 
"x2 "v2 E J 4. d. 
+ © SS. e BAY RD Cs 3 6& 
r WR Ko IP ks ©. SS” 
173. 0 T OE SON TER 
N !Ud!! r ß) ĩ . ĩͤ 
1775 6 Or 4 1% 8:05 „ 
1990" 's of . TT IRS 
r / 5 Ms 
N 1 © 0s "0-6 
Average of the eight years, 55 10% 3 114 3 I 2 of. 3 8 
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„ — — 
— * —— 
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The prices of the fineſt and coarſeſt ſorts of grain generally. exceed and reduce the ny 
price as follows, viz. 
Per buſhel, Wheat, 6d. Rye, 3d. Barley, zd. Oats, 3d. Beans, 6d, 
The quantity of gold coin brought into the mint from Great Britain and COD by the 
proclamations in 1773, 1774, and 1776, was as follows: 


4 "$4 + 


By the firſt proclamation, 3,800,435 7 2 deficient more than 6 grains in a guinea, 
By the ſecond ditto, 4,876,171 18 3 deficient between 3 and 4 grains. 
By the third ditto, 6,880,986 5 3 deficient between 1 and 3 grains. 


Total of gold coin called in, 15,563, 593 10 8 
The expence attending the calling in, re-coinage, &c. of which was, viz.— 


P . d. 


Expence to the Bank for melting, wake — 16,786 14 6 
Deficiency in melting, — — — 6 
Intereſt of money advanced to the holders of gold coin, — m — 231,982 17 7 
To the maſter of the mint, for the charge of recoining, &c. 6 115,459 12 9 
To certain perſons appointed in ſeveral counties to take in and ex- 3 

exchange the gold coin, and for other charges and expences, 72,476 8 0 
Total expence of calling in the one gold coin, 7 54,019 19 125 


N. B. The loſs from the deſiciency in the coin brought in by tho firſt oraclunaion, 


' (amounting nearly to 300, oool.) was thrown on the holders of the coin, and therefore could 


not be included in this account. go 

In the courſe of this year, a trial of the pyx of all the monies coined in the Tower ſince 
Midſummer 1774, was made at Weſtminſter, before the lords of the privy council ; when the 
gold monies, amounting to above ſixteen millions of pounds ſterling, were reported to be per- 


fectly agreeable in firmneſs to the ſtandard trial plates kept in the Exchequer for that ſervice.— 
| It 
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17 18 It 1 alfo, that cn millions and an half of guineas and ieee had been coined, 


in his Majeſty's mint fince the beginning of 1772. 

The following bills ke to a and commerce, ak the royal aſſent in the courſe 
of this year. 

To allow the e of a certain quantity of corn, 022 nad en to 4 
for a limited time. ; 

For the benefit of captors of prizes Hog the enemy. 

To enable his Majeſty to appoint commiſſioners, with ſufficient powers, to treat and agree 
upon the means of quieting the diiturbances, now * in certain of the American 

colonies. | 8 

To declare the intentions of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the exerciſe of 

impoſing taxes of the American colonies. 


To repeal an e e eee eee imported from Great Britain into any of the- | | 


American colonies, 
Io repeal an act for regulating 7 government of Maſſachuſet's Bay. 

For the more effectually preventing the forgery of acceptances of bills of exchange, or num- 
ber of principal ſums of acceptable receipts, for notes, bills, &c. 

[This act declares, “ that if any perſon ſhall falſely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit, or 
cauſe or procure to be falſely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly act or aſſiſt 
in the falſe making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting any acceptance of any bill of ex- 
change, or the number or principal ſum of any accountable receipt for any note, bill, or other 
ſecurity for payment of money, or any warrant or order for payment of money or delivery of 
goods, with intention to defraud any corporation whatſoever ; or ſhall utter or publiſh as-true, 
any falſe, altered, forged, or counterfeited acceptances of any bill of exchange, or accountable 
receipt for any note, bill, or other ſecurity for payment of money, or warrant or order for 
payment of money or delivery of goods, with intention to defraud any corporation whatſo- ' 
ſoever, knowing the ſame to be falſe, altered, forged, or counterfeited ; every ſuch perſon, 
being lawfully convicted thereof, ſhall be deemed guilty of felony, and ſhall ſuffer death as A 
felon without benefit of clergy.”] * 

For enlarging the pier and harbour of Scarborough : and alſo dw SET bills. 

For laying a tax on all inhabited houſes, &c. 

For laying additional duties on French and other wines. imported into this kingdom. 

To repeal ſuch part of an act, as relates to the manner of f diſcharging bonds given on the 
exportation of goods to foreign parts. | . 

To prevent the clandeſtine conveyance of ſugars from the American colonies. 

For the relief of inſolvent debtors. 

For allowing the exportation of certain enumerated goods directly from Ireland, to any of 
the Britiſh plantations in America, or any of the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa. 

To allow the free importation of cotton yarn, anni in Ireland, into any of the 
Britiſh ports. | 

For regulating lottery offices, &c. 

The principal clauſes in this bill, are as follows : 

"i oblige every lottery-office keeper to take out a licence, at the expence of ol. and give 
ſecurity not to infringe any part of the act. 

« That 
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1778 <6 That no perſon ſhall diſpoſe of nay part of + a ticket in aur ſinalſer ſhare or proportion 


than a fixteenth, on gol. penalty. 


«© That any perſon ſelling goods, wares, or er Weta or who ſhall offer any ſum 
or ſums of money, upon any chance or event ere relating t to the r of any ticket, 
Mall be liable to a penalty of z0l. 


To enable the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's « Treafury to-eſtabliſh an office; all ſhares 


to be ſtamped at that office ;—the original tickets from which ſuch ſhares are to be taken, to be 
; kept at that office, till a certain time after drawing ;—books of entry to be regularly kept; — 


perſons carrying ſhares to be ſtamped to pay a ſmall ſum ſpecified in the act; — penalties for per- 
ſons ſelling ſhares not ſtamped ; and a clauſe for nn perſons who ſhall forge the ſtamp 
of any ticket.“ 

The following acts of Parliament of Ireland alſo received the royal aſſent i in the courſe of 
this year. 
For continuing an act for the further encouragement af tillage, 
For the further encouragement of the whale fiſhery carried on from Ireland. 
For the relief of infolvent debtors. . 


For preventing the cutting or deſtroying of plain, * or printed linens, cottons, lawns, 
or muſlins, or other manufactured goods. 

For regulating the price and affize of bread, preventing frauds and impoſitions in the fale of 
flour, meal, beer, ale, potatoes, butcher's meat, and other articles ſold by weight or meaſure 
in the county of Dublin. 


To amend and continue an act for better regulating u the baking trade in the city of Dublin, 


and for other purpoſes. 


To explain and amend the acts made for the encouragement of the fiſheries of that kingdom, 
For encouraging the planting of timber trees. 

To oblige ſhips more effectually to perform quarantine, and for better preventing the plague 
being brought from foreign parts into Ireland, and to hinder the ſpreading of infection, &c. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year ;— £55: & 
For 60,000 ſeamen, including 11,829 marines, — 3,120,000 o o 
For the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay, &c. — 389, 200 16 0 
Towards building and repairing ſhips of war, — 488,695 © o 
Towards diſcharging the navy debt, — — 1,000,000 o 0 
On account of Greenwich Hoſpital, — | — a 4,000 © 0 
For 20,057 effective land-forces, &c. — — 634,240 3 11 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &c. _ — 11,473 18 6; 
For maintaining forces and garrifons in the plantations, Africa, &c. 960,843 18 9 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhments, 52,923 1 
For five Hanoverian battalions ſerving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 56,074 19 43 
For the charge of 13,472 Heſſian troops and ſubſidy, — 367,203 9 10 
For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau, — . — 35.441 19 97 
Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, — — 17,370 8 24 
For the charge of 4, 300 Brunſwickers, — — 93,947 15 8 
For ditto of 1,241 troops of Brandenburg Anſpach, = 34.007 211 
For proviſions for the foreign troops ſerving in America, — 47.160 13 3 


Carried forward, 7,312,883 7 % 
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* 


; . . & 
| Brought over, 97,312,583 7 97 

For making good the fum voted laſt ſeffion for the Hanau troops, | 15695 17 3 
For artillery for the foreign troops, * * 10 8 
For the charge of ſeveral men ese of the Britiſh Pare Sis, 

their ſeveral commencements to the 24th of December, — 286,632 14 6 
For the charge of certain army duc en e &c. — 18,898 5 2 
For ditto, _ — *. — 80,319 14 * 
For ditto of a corps of infantry of Anhalt Zerbſt, * — 18,071 12 O 
For defraying the charge of the militia, embodied from March 26, 1778, 

to the 24th of December following, — — _ 402,622 9 & 
For additional cloathing for ditto, — — — 37-559 7 6 
For three regiments of fencibles to be raiſed in North Britain, from 

April 25, 1778, to the 24th of December following, Cr BE, 45,608 2 0 
For the charge of out-penſfioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c. — 105,431 15 5 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c, 90,939 15 0 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 

reduced troops of horſe - guards, &c. — — | Jin © 5 
For penſions to the widows of certain reduced officers, — 238 o 0 
Towards defraying the extraordinaries of the army, &c. — 1,469,923 1 4 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. 382,816 2 8 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1777, 300,483 13 10 
On account of new 1 and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 6,998 12 5 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of St. John, — 3.200 © © 
Ditto of Georgia, | — — — —— 2,866 o © 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 401 10 8 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, —— — | — 4,950 © © 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — 4,900 © © 
Ditto of Senegambia, — — — 55550 0 © 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 2,372 0 0 
For defray ing the extra expences of calling in and recoining the defi- 

cient coin of the kingdom, — — — 10,227 8 3 
To Mr. Edward Moore, for thirteen years employment in r a = 

general index to the jeurnals of the Houſe of Commons, — 6,400 © © 
To the Rev. Mr. Forſter for eight years ditto, — — 3,000 © © 
To the Rev. Dr. Roger Flaxman for nine years ditto, — 3-000 © © 
To Mr, Cunningham, in part of his payment for compiling a general | 

index, &c, — — — — — 00 @ 
To make good the deficiency on the 5th of July, 17775 of the fund 

eſtabliſhed for paying certain annuities, &c. — — 43,621 10 © 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's OT 

orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 19,100 0 © 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. — 56,680 2 6 
To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts on the Thames, 9,0%5 3 11 
For repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 135000 © © 


Carried oyer, 100077880 16 
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| Brought Ts. ns 10877,04 1 16 IN 
Towards diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, * 175,800 % o 0 
For ditto, to be charged on the firſt aids granted in this year, . 15 00⁰, 0 © 0 
For diſcharging the prizes of the lottery of 1777), — | 480,00 © 0 
To replace to the ſinking fund · the like ſum Paid out of the aw 38,493 2 9. 
Deficiency in the land-tax, — — —- winnen o: o 
Ditto in the malt · tax, ..... ĩ˙! . ION 200,00 0 0 
Total Supplies, 14,347,497 18 "J 
The Was and MEZAns for raifing the foregoing ſupplies. aß "YN 
Duty on malt, - | — | 83 — 750,000. © o 
Land tax at 4s. _ _ wes 2,000,000 © o 
By annuities and lotteerr.— — TAS 6,480,000” 0 0 
By Exchequer bills, — — | — 1, foo, o © o 
By certain ſurpluſſes of the rd fund, — — 703,790 18 3: 
By ditto, — 5 "NE | 2, 296, 209 1 87 
By ditto, — — — — 4,976 17 1* 
By certain deduQions out of ſalaries, penſions, &c. — 46,325 0 0 
From the ſurplus of the two-ſevenths of exciſe, &c. — 31,154 17 81 
Certain ſavings in the hands of the Paymaſter- general, — 37,921 3 10 
Ditto, — — — 1 27, 690 O0 © 
By Exchequer Bills, — n * $00,000 © © 
Total of Ways and Means, — 14,378, 50) 18 72. 
Supplies granted, _ 145347+497 18 9 
Exceſs of proviſions, — 31 069 1 19 10 


— 


t The vote of credit for one million, granted this ſeſſion, and the 500,000. loan of the 
fourth of May, are both charged on the next aids. 

It appears from the above accounts, that the additional public debt 
funded this year, amounts to fix millions; the intereſt of which, at 


3 per cent. per annum, 18 — 8 — | 180, ooo o 0 
Together with the additional annuity of al. 10s, per cent. per annum, | 
for thirty years, which amounts to "FL | FO 150,000 o o 

Total amount, 330, oo O 


| 


This ſum was raiſed in the following manner :— 


By a tax on houſes, —— — 3 — 264,000 © 0 
By an additional tax of eight guineas per tun on all F rench wines, and 
four guineas per tun on all other wines imported, — — 72,558 0 - 
Total of new taxes, : 336, 558 0 0 
Intereſt of the additional public debt funded this . 330,0 0 0 
' Exceſs of new taxes, 3 EEE ham 3 PT 6,558 © v 
A 


— 


. v. 


within the London bills of mortality, is as follows: 


"CHRISTENED. © FRA CSG ON 5 
CCC Mates, 10,38 
Females, 8,50 Females, 10,164 

In all, 17,300 1 In all, 20,399 


—_>— 


—_S 


In the city of Paris, during this year, there were born 11,445 males, and 10,821 females; 
in all, 22, 266.— Died, 9,101 males, and 8,011 females; in all, 17, 112: and $795 children 
were brought to the foundling hoſpital. - 

A treatiſe was about this time publiſhed in France, 1 in which a calculation is made of the 
population of the moſt remarkable cities in the worid. We are very ſenſible of the great diffi- 


of a French calculator; nevertheleſs, as this ſeems to be the reſult of an induſtrious enquiry, 
we ſhall not heſitate to inſert at. 


Paris, — * bans increaſing. 
Madrid, — 340,000 ditto. 
London, — —— 930, ooo decreaſing, 
Amſterdam, — 350,000 increaſing. 
Liſbon, — — 200,000 ditto, 
- Conſtantinople, — — 700,000 decreaſing. 
Venice, — — 160, ooo ditto, 
Dantzic, _ —— — 240,000 ditto. 
Peterſburg, — — 200,000 increaſing. 
: Copenhagen, =_ —— 100,000 ditto. 
Stockholm, — — 95, ooo ditto. 
Naples, — — 230,000 decreafing. 
Pekin, in China, — 900,000 ditto, 
Rome, — — 200,000 ditto. ' 
Moſcow, — — 400,000 ditto. 


i779 The commencement of this year did not poſſeſs an appearance auſpicious to the intereſts of 
the Britiſh empire, The commiſſioners were returned from America, without having an- 
ſwered any purpoſe of national honour or utility. In ſhort, the whole ſyſtem of public affairs 
was now entirely different from what it had been to the preſent criſis, and the diſputes between 
Great Britain and her colonies were changed into a war between this kingdom and France.— 
The queſtion therefore was, at this time, whether we ſhould paſhvely ſubmit to the perfidious 
dictates of that ambitious power, and ſuffer it, without reſiſtance, to wreſt, as it were, our 
property out of our hands, or endeavour, by calling forth every national reſource, and em- 
ploying every energy of the empire, to force the rebellious colonies to obedience, and make the 
enemy who had fomented, and now ſupported that — feel all the loverity. « of Britiſh 
vengeance. ' 

France and America having engaged in-one common war with Great n BY proſecu- 
tion of war with the one, neceſſarily included hoſtilities with the other. To act without 
vigour in America, from the hopes of producing reconciliation, would have been weakneſs in 

Vor. FV; + H h the 
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culty, if not impoſſibility of being accurate in accounts of this nature, as well as the partiality 


— 


ſecond the efforts of government. 


ſtroke, the fate of wars and empires. 
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#579 the extreme; and to have aſſented to her independence, in order to direct the whole forw of 


the Britiſh empire to the puniſhment of France, (which was a meaſure recommended by ſome 
leading perſons of the party who oppoſed the miniſtry) would have found no encouragement 
from the general opinion of the nation, —Nay, it was in oppoſition to ſuch an opinion, deli. 
vered by the Duke of Richmond in the Houſe of Lords, that Lord Chatham uttered his lat 


words, — pouring forth, even amidſt pain and death, the laſt effuſions of that brilliant and 
_ energetic ſoul, whoſe unbounded powers were uniformly exerted in the ſervice of his country: 
thus cloſing a glorious life, by a ſtill more glorious exit. | Le 


The war with France was, in truth, a matter of neceſſity : Parliament conſidered it in that 
point of view, and expreſſed its warmeſt reſolutions to ſupport the crown to the utmoſt in the 
proſecution of it; while the nation in general manifeſted the moſt fincere determination to 

At this time, the iſſue of the engagement between the Britiſh and French fleets, on the 
27th of July, in laſt year, was become a renewed matter of conſideration among all ranks and 
clafſes of people. The diſcuſhon of this ſubje& not only animated private converſation, but 
became the principal topic of the different public prints; till, at length, it was introduced into 
Parliament, and brought on the public accuſation of Admiral Keppel, for miſconduct, &e, by 
Sir Hugh Palliſer, who had commanded the blue diviſion of the fleet under him. In conſe. 
quence of this charge, Admiral Keppel was brought to trial by a court-martial ; and, after a 
long inveſtigation of every fpecies of evidence that could be produced, he was acquitted of all 
the charges that had been brought againſt him, in the moſt honourable manner. He was de- 
clared, in the moſt explicit terms, to have acted the part of a judicious, brave, and experienced 
officer; and the accuſation was condemned in terms of the utmoſt ſeverity. 

This engagement, it was contended, excepting the mere deſtruction of the enemy's ſhips, 
had produced all the benefits which could have been derived from the moſt complete victory; 
as, in conſequence of it, the Britiſh commerce was fully protected, while that of France was 


greatly diſtreſſed; and the Britiſh fleet remained-maſter of the ſea during the remainder of the 


campaign, while that of the enemy dared not venture out of port.— There were many, how- 
ever, who held a very different opinion of the general effects of this firſt naval conteſt; and 
who ſtrenuouſly maintained, that one of thoſe happy opportunities had been permitted to eſcape, 
which, when ſeized with promptitude and vigour, frequently decide, at one firm, compatted 
The unhappy conſequences of the American war had, by this time, affected Ireland in 2 
very alarming manner. Her immediate loſſes, indeed, conſidered merely as a ſpecific ſum in 
point of calculation, could certainly hold no comparifon with thoſe ſuſtained by England; 
yet the leſſer loſs was more ſeverely felt by the poorer country, than the greater had hitherto 
been by that which ſo much exceeded it in commercial capital. Other cauſes, however, and 
which proceeded directly from the American war, concurred in accumulating the diſtreſſes of 
Ireland; befides the ancient reſtraints upon her commerce, an embargo had been continued 
from the year 1776: thus her great ſtaple commodities of beef and butter were thut up and 
periſhing in their warehouſes, at the very time their great, their only free, - and, confequently, 
only valuable manufacture, that of linen, was greatly contracted by the American troubles. 
Although nothing could be more diſtreſſing to the Iriſh than this embargo, yet it was very 
far from anſwering the purpoſe for which it was impoſed : for it neither appeared at that time, 


nor has it ſince been proved, that the French armaments were laid by, or even deferred, from 
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7 > he wan of kit proviiens; and their Weſt India iſlands were ſo far from: being ruined on 


that account, that they were well known to have been ſupplies with many articles upon as 
good terms as our Own, 


But this was not all: The Iriſh beheld, with grief and-difonay, that the n parts of 


Germany, and other countries adjoining to the Baltie, were, wich great avidity, preparing to 
graſp at that beneficial trade, which was flipping out of their hands, They had already begun 
the experiment, were ſparing no induſtry or expence in procuring proper ſalt for the purpoſe, 
and proper perſons for inſtructing them in the art of curing and packing their beef, and had 
even ſent ſome conſiderable quantities of it to the French market. Although theſe ſamples 
did not approach to any degree of competition with the Iriſh beef, in point of goodneſs, ne- 
vertheleſs, the very attempt was a natural ſubje& of alarm. The vaſt profits which the ſup- 
ply would afford, from the lowneſs of rents, and the cheapneſs of cattle in thoſe countries, 


would occaſion great improvements both in the articles of feeding and curing: and it is a com- 


mercial maxim as univerſally known as experimentally eſtabliſhed, that a branch of trade 
once loſt, or even transferred, is rarely to be recovered. To render all theſe erreumſtances of 
loſs and alarm the more mortifying, it was generally ſaid, and from the authority of thoſe 

who firſt made the declaration, univerſally believed, that the ſource of theſe miſchiefs was 
neither more or leſs than a job; which owed its origin, or, at leaſt, its continuance, to mini- 
ſterial favour, and a partiality to particular contracts. 

But other circumſtances, beſides the ſhackles on her trade, combined to augment the diſtreſs 
of this country :— The rent of lands in Ireland, within the laſt thirty years, had been very 
much encreaſed: but though this riſe in the rents muſt have been generally ſupported by the 
prices given in thoſe markets which took off the produce of the lands, yet it appeared, too 
evidently, that competition, and a ſpirit of ſpeculation, had their ſhare in the riſe, and when 
they fell, a very general failure of credit accompanied them. 

Under theſe circumſtances, numbers of the labouring and manufacturing part of the com- 
munity found themſelves without employment, and, confequently, deſtitute of the neceſſaries 
of life. Though great and numerous acts of private charity, aided by the liberalities of public 
ſubſcription, did, in ſome meaſure, alleviate this alarming calamity, and though 20,000 poor 
were continually fed, for a confiderable time, in the city of Dublin only, yet theſe efforts 
could produce only a partial remedy, and 4t was very evident, that employment ,alene could 
give certainty to that ſubſiſtence which their daily labour had hitherto provided for them. 

It is alſo more than probable, that a portion of this diſtreſs might have ariſen from that 
fluctuation of commerce which happens frequently in the beſt of times: but be that as it may, 
the ſituation of that kingdom forced itſelf on the attention of many perſons of conſideration in 
this: ſo important and preſſing a ſubje& had therefore been, in ſome degree, brought forward 


in the Houſe of Commons previous to the receſs during the Chriſtmas holidays. On that 


occaſion, the diſtreſſes of the Iriſh people were diſplayed in the ſtrongeſt colours, and it had 
been very powerfully urged, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to the welfare of Great Britain, to 
afford a ſpeedy and eſſential relief to Ireland, which, it was aſſerted, could alone be done, to 
any effect, by removing thoſe impolitic reſtrictions on their trade, which owed their riſe 
merely to the narrow ſpirit of monopoly, operating upon miſtaken notions of all true com- 
mercial principles ; theſe reſtriftions being, in reality, as contrary to the real intereſts of this 
country, as they were hoſtile to the proſperity of the ſiſter kingdom. Notice was therefore 
given, that a bill would be propoſed for granting commercial relief to Ireland. 


i Accordingly, 


* 
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1779 Accordingly, the firſt propoſitions held out in favour of that country, although not ſpeci 
- | cally applied or moved for, went to the granting her a general exportation in all matters, ex. 4 


cept her woollens; the eſtabliſhment of a cotton manufactory under that right, and a liberty 


of trading to and from America, the Weſt Indies, and the coaſt of Africa. But theſe were 


oppoſed, on the idea of their being too general and extenſive, as well as too alarming to the 


manufacturers here, and were, by degrees, narrowed in ſuch a manner, until the ſupporters. 
. of them entered into a kind of compromiſe, to give up the general outline of relief, and to. 
- confine themſelves to ſome particular and ſpecific propofition. It was accordingly moved, 


that the Houſe ſhould, on a given day, reſolve itſelf into a committee, to take into conſidera. 
tion the acts of Parliament relating to the importation of ſugars from the Welt Indies into. 


Ireland. | 
The declared object of this motion was to repeal that clauſe in the act of navigation, by 


which all ſhips laden with ſugars were compelled to bring their cargoes directly to England, 
from whence the quantity neceſſary for the conſumption of Ireland was afterwards: to be re. 


exported to it. This queſtion was fairly and coolly debated on both ſides, without-any ap- 
pearance of warmth, but ſuch as naturally aroſe from the locality of repreſentation;; and was, 
at length, carried only by a majority of five votes. | | 

In the mean time, the clamour without doors, and the oppoſition: from tlie manufackuring 
diſtricts, was much leſs violent than they had been in the preceding ſeſhon. —Glaſgow and 
Mancheſter, however had petitioned ; and the miniſter ſuddenly veering from the neutral ſtate 
he had hitherto kept in the buſineſs, the propoſed relief was rejected on the 18th of March, 
by a majority of one vote more than that which had advanced it. to the firſt ſtage of parliamen- 
tary exiſtence. | | 

As the affairs of Ireland will compoſe, in future, a very intereſting and important part of 
this work, we ſhall prepare the way to a right underſtanding of them, by bringing into one 
point of view the principal arguments that were urged at the different periods- in which this 
buſineſs was agitated, whether in ſupport of, or in oppoſition to the propoſed meaſure; 

It was contended, that leaving all ideas of liberality, or even juſtice out of the queſtion, we 
were impelled, by a neceſſary regard to our own preſent ſecurity and future preſervation, to 
cherifh and maintain the remaining parts of the empire, and to concentrate the whole body of 
the people in one common bond of union, which could be produced by no other means than 


by a general communication of intereſts, and participation of benefits. — That the people of 


Ireland expected, and had an undoubted right to demand relief: That this was no time, 
after the heavy loſs of the colonies and of our American commerce, to hazard that of our 
fiſter kingdom, whether by invaſion or ſeparation, one of which was already threatened, and 
the other by no means an object of idle apprehenſion, if the expected relief was not afforded 
to it. But even ſuppofing that the loyalty and patience of Ireland ſhould be invincible, and 
that neither a conqueſt or ſeparation ſhould take place, though we ſhould: continue to poſſeſs 
the ſoil of that kingdom, we ſhould loſe the inhabitants; who, as ſoon as a peace took place, 
if our oppreffion continued, would emigrate in great numbers to America, and carry their 
arts, manufaQtures, and induſtry along with them.—It was aſſerted that the American armies 
had been numerouſly recruited by the unhappy emigrants from Ireland; who, being driven 
from their country by want, were compelled by the ſame neceſſity to take up arms in a quarrel 
in which they had no intereſt, and to ſhed: their blood ina conteſt with their friends and 
brethren, ; | 
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Ret 9 T he Iriſh were alſo ſtated as the beſt cuſtomers in many articles of Britiſh merchandize and 

2 manufactures; that we long derived the advantages of wealth and power from them, which 

would be proportionably increaſed under a wiſe and liberal ſyſtem of government ; and that 

every commercial benefit we granted to 2 8 would 1 with accumulated intereſt, to- 

ourſelves. 

From the papers SR to juſtify theſe, 4 Gmilar e it appeared, that the ex- 

ts from England to Ireland, on an average of ten years, amounted to 2,057,000]. yearly ;. 

ind that the exports from Ireland to England, on a fimilar calculation, did not exceed 

1,353,000. per annum; conſequently, the balance im favour of England, during that period, 

exceeded 7, ooo, oool. ſterling excluſive of which were to be conſidered the immenſe ſums 

drawn from Ireland in rents to abſentees, penſions, the emoluments, of places held by Eng- 
liſhmen; expences on appeals in law and equity, as well as thoſe of buſineſs and of pleaſure. 


It alſo appeared, that the decreaſe of exports from England to Ireland, during the laſt two- 


ears, amounted, on an average, to no leſs a ſum than 716,0001, per annum; from. whence it. 
was reaſonably foretold, how great the loſs would be to the revenue, as well as to the trade 
and manufactures of this country, if the diſtreſſes of Ireland were ſuffered. to. accumulate, —- 

It was very naturally aſked, whether ſuch a country, with. ſuch benefits as we derived from it, 
was to be committed to any hazard, or to be rendered a conſtituent part of our body politic, 

of our common ſtock of wealth, ſtrength, and defence? and whether a kingdom ſhould be 
ſacrificed to a ſingle town, to the monopoly of a particular diſtrit, or to the ill-judged cla- 
mours and idle prejudices of any body of manufacturers whatever ?—The experience of delay 
in ſatisfying America was ſtrongly urged, and the good fruit of an early gratification. of the 
wiſhes of Ireland forcibly ſtated and recommended. 

On the other hand, the diſtreſſes of Ireland were ſaid to be greatly overcharged: but that, 
even if the melancholy deſcription. were ſtrictly true, the grievances complained of were not to 
be attributed fo much to the trade laws here, as to the mal-adminiſtration there,—to faults in 
the internal conſtitution of their government, and to general miſmanagement in the conduct 
of their affairs. Theſe were matters which ſhould be firſt enquired into and redreſſed; and. 
without ſuch a preliminary meaſure, no ſubſtantial relief could be afforded. . It was ſaid, that 

the unhappy conſequences of the American war were equally felt in both countries; that Ire- 
land bore no more than her ſhare in the common calamity ; and that if her people were with- 
out bread, our oαn manufacturers were alſo- without that employment which could procure 
it. That in this ſtate of common diſtreſs, however our feelings might be affected with reſpect 
to our Iriſh brethren, our ſympathy was more naturally attracted by thoſe ſufferings which 
were immediately within our knowledge; and, that however alarming a rebellion in Ireland. 
might be, it could not be a matter of ſuch ſerious apprehenſion as a rebellion at home; an 
event which was equally probable, if any addition was made to the ſufferings which our ma- 
nufacturers already endured, by a ſurrender of thoſe advantages in trade which they ee 

as their birth-right. 

This buſineſs was however via up in the Houſe of Lords,. but paſſed off, on government 

undertaking to prepare a proper plan for accomodating the affairs of Ireland, and to have it 
ready to lay before Parliament early in the enſuing ſeſſion: ſome laws, however, relating to- 
Inland had been paſſed in this, the heads dos which will be found in the commercial acts of 
this year. 


That 


- 
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0 That it was nereſſary to aſſiſt Ireland, in point of mere commercial policy, Fe * . 1 


eyldence could make it. But rhe ſpirit of the people of that kingdom was beginning to arouſe 

from its dormant ſtare, to demand that as a right, which we had delayed to grant us a favour, 
The example of America was before them, and they ſhewed n diſpoſition to follow i it ; for, 
excluſive of ſome very ſerious riots which happened 11 in this year, we have the bony articles 
to confirm our relation, 


At an afſembly held at the Tholſel of the city of Dublin, on the 16th of April, 1770, the 


following refolutions were agreed to :— 


« Reſolyed,—That the unjuſt, illiberal, and impolitic oppoſition given by many ſelf. 
intereſted people of Great Britain to the propoſed encouragement of the trade and commerce 
of this kingdom, originated in avarice and ingratitude. 

„% Reſolved, That we will not, directly or indirectly, fan or uſe any —_ or wares, 
the produce or manufacture of Great Britain, which can be produced or manufactured in this 
kingdom, till an enlightened policy, founded-on principles of juſtice, ſhall appear to actuate 
the inhabitants of certain manufacturing towns of Great Britain, who have taken ſo active 2 
part in oppoling the regulations propoſed in favour of the trade of Ireland; and that they ap- 
pear to entertain ſentiments of reſpe& and affection for their fellow- ſubjects of this kingdom,” 

At the ſummer affizes for the county and city of Waterford, the high ſheriff, grand juries, 
and principal inhabitants met, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the preſent ruinous 
Rate of the trade and manufactures, and the alarming decline in the value of the ſtaple com- 
modities of that kingdom; and looking upon it as an indiſpenſable duty that they owed to 
their country and themſelves, to reſtrain, by every means in their power, theſe growing evils, 
they came to, and ſigned the following refolutions : — 

© Reſolved, —That we, our families, and all whom we can influence, ſhall, from this day, 
wear and make uſe of the manufactures of this country, and this country only, until ſach 
time as all partial reſtrictions on our trade, impoſed by the illiberal and contracted policy of 
our ſiſter kingdom, be removed : but if, in conſequence of this our reſolution, the manufac - 
turers (whofe intereſt we have more immediately under confideration) ſhould act frandulently, 
.or combine to impoſe upon the public, we ſhall hold ourſelves no longer bound'to countenance 
and ſupport them. 

„ Refolved,— That we will not deal with any merchant or ſhopkeeper who ſhall, at any 
time warns be detected in impoſing atiy foreign manufacture as the 'tanufa@ure of this 
country.“ 

On the 16th of April, Admiral Pigot brought forward, in the Houſe of Commons, the 
ſubject of his brother, Lord Pigot' s depoſition, impriſonment, and death; and concluded it 
with a motion, which met with the higheſt approbation of the Houſe, for an addreſs to his 
Majeſty to direct his attorney-general to profecute George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles 
Floyer, and George Mackay, Eſqrs, for ordering their [governor and commander in chief, 
Lord Pigot, to be arreſted and confined under a military force, &c.—Thofe perſons were after- 
wards tried, and found guilty. Lord Pigot was a faithful ſervant of the Eaſt Tndia'Company 
to execute the commiſſion with which he had been entruſted, was his determined reſolution; 
and if his zeal impelled him to what has the appearance of violent proceeding, he ſeems, in 3 
great degree, to be juſtified by the circumſtances abougghim : and that particular act of ſuſpen- 
ding members of the council, which was the chief article of accuſation againſt him, was the 
- Arſt act of his accuſers themſelves, when wy entered upon the adminiſtration of that _— 
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integrity; as, in a country where corruption ſeemed to poſſeſs à licence, he refuſed a bribe, 
amounting in value to 600, 00l. ſterling, merely to delay, but for a ſhort time, the cient] 
ment of the Rajah of Tanjour. | 

But leaving, for a while, theſe internal Limes and an ien let us now turn our eyes 
to an object of greater magnitude, to a more extended field of action; where partial evil 
ſeems to fink under the weightier prefſure of Sener calamity, and a combination of power 
that appeared irreſiſtible. 

France had been, for ſome time, diligently and artfu Il employed in procuring-the acceſſion 
of Spain to the cauſe which ſhe had eſpouſed. That ambitious power was convinced, not- 
withſtanding the hopes ſhe had conceived from her great preparations, that they were not ade- 
quate to the deſign ſhe had formed of compelling Great Britain to ſubmit to the terms ſhe had 
arranged, in conjunction with the United States of America. She was ſenſible of the danger 
which threatened her commerce, and was alarmed for the reſources of her marine power.—In 
the courſe of another year, ſhe had every reaſon to apprehend that the fleets and privateers of 
Great Britain, were they ts continue their career, would reduce her to. ſuch diſtreſs, as en- 
tirely to diſable her from proſecuting the grand object of her wiſhes, 

In this critical fituation, ſhe reminded the court of Spain of the ſolemn engagements of the 
Family Compact: ſhe repreſented, in the ſtrongeſt manner, that if the French branch of the 
line of Bourbon were to be humbled by Great Britain, that the Spaniſh branch muſt inevita-- 
bly partake of its humiliation, and they wou be both degraded a ſecond time in the eyes of 
all Europe. 

The ſolicitations of the French court were, however, for a-certain period, unſucceſsful :— 
Spain did not, at that time, think it her intereſt to co-operate in the diſmemberment of the 
Britiſh empire; and ſhe was rather diſpoſed to look forward to future contingencies, than to 
_ conſult the apparent intereſt of the preſent moment. The precedent of a ſucceſsful rebellion 
in any colonies, was conſidered, and with great reaſon, by the Spaniſh court, as too danger- 
ous to be encouraged and aſſiſted in the manner propoſed by France. The American poſ- 
ſeſſions of Spain were, in many reſpeRs ſimilar to thoſe of Great Britain in that quarter of the 
globe, and the example of Britiſh America might excite. diſcontents and commotions in the 
Spaniſh colonies, where it was well known turbulent ſpirits were not wanting to-foment them. 
It was certainly the true policy of Spain to reſiſt the inſinuating propoſitions of France; and, 
for a time, ſhe did reſiſt them: at length, however, the French ſolicitations at Madrid became 
more ſucceſsful ; and the Spaniſh monarch was prevailed upon to make an offer of his media- 
tion between France, North America, and Great Britain. 

His Catholic Majeſty acted upon this occaſion with great foreſight. and oe. — 
He waited till the military and naval forces that had been employed in the late quarrel between 
Spain and Portugal were returned from Brazil ; and till the rich fleets from. Mexico and Peru 
were ſafely arrived in the harbours of Spain. As ſoon as theſe were ſecured, he aſſumed the 
character of mediator between the powers at war, Great Britain acceded to this attempt to- 
wards a paciſication; and the terms propoſed by the Spaniſh-monarch- were to the following 
Purport ;— 

That all parties ſhould diſarm ns and agree to an 3 ceſſation of hoſti- 
lities in all parts of the world; that they ſhould remain in poſſeſſion. of the places and territo- 
ries they occupied at the time this ſuſpenſion took place; that a meeting ſhould be appointed, 
where 
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1779 Where the miniſters of France and Great Britain ſhould ſettle their reſpective differences; ; that 


9 


France ſhould not intetfere in the ſettlement of the diſpute between Great Britain and the 
ſtates of America, which ſhould be left entirely to the decifion of Spain; that, in the mean 
time, the American ſtates ſhould be treated with on a footing of independence; and, that in 


aſc an accommodation was not effected, hoſtilities mould not recommence n twelve months 


notice had been given of fuch an intention.“ 


Such were the propoſitions held out to the belligerent powers; and Great Britain did not 


heſitate, on her part, to refuſe a grime founded on principles fo inimical to her intereſt 
and glory. 

On this declaration, Spain immediately determined to aſſociate herſelf with France and 
America againſt Great Britain. This reſolution was taken fo abruptly, on receiving the de. 
nial of the Britiſh court to coincide with the meaſures propoſed, that it became as evident 23 
the appearance of things could make it, that the mediation which had been propoſed, was 
not founded on a ſufficient baſis of impartiality to render it worthy of confidence. | 

On the 16th of June, the Spaniſh ambaſſador declared the intentions of his ſovereign to the 
court of London. The reſcript which he delivered on the occaſion, was à looſe, deſultory 
compoſition, conſiſting entirely of vague accuſations and general aſſertions, without any argu- 
ments to enforce the one or ſupport the other. The circumftances which it ſtated, carried 
no weight or conviction; and could not, by any ſophiſtry, have been cloathed with the 
ſemblance of jaſtifiable cauſes for ſuch a ſerious and violent meaſure as a rupture between the 


Two nations, : 


It ſet forth, — That the King of Spain k had uſed his utmoſt endeavours to bring about a re- 


conciliation between Great Britain and the powers with which ſhe was at war, but that they 


had been rejected in a manner that manifeſted an hoſtile diſpoſition in that court. 
It repreſented the-condu of the Britiſh miniſtry, reſpecting the mediation it had accepted 

on the part of Spain, as Na ug eNN and tending only to protract it, by vain pretences and 

evaſive anſwers. 5 

It complained of ;nſolts offered to the Spaniſh flag, and outrages on the territory or Spain 


in America ; for which reparation had been demanded, and never received. 


It alſo contained one charge of a nature not to be paralelled in all the proceedings of the 
corps diplomatique; in which was ſpecified, in one line, that the Number of inſults and inju- 
ries which Spain had received from Great Britain, amounted to juſt one hundred! 

The complaints contained in this reſcript were anſwered in a very forcible and circumftan- 


tial manner, by a paper which was tranſmitted to the Spaniſh ambaſſader after his nm, 


to the following effect: * 
„As nothing could be more diſtant from the King's intention than to Men the friendſhip 


ſubſiſting between Great Britain and Spain, it is by order of his Majeſty that ſuch a ſtate of 


the matters ſet forth in the Spaniſh declaration is effered, as he doubts not muſt ſhew the fin- 
cerity with which his Majeſty has endeavoured to maintain the general tranquillity. 

« The little deſire of peace, as ſuppoſed on the part of the King, is deduced from the con- 
duct attributed to Great Britain during the laſt negociation After the profeſſions of the im- 
partiality of his Catholic Majeſty, his offers of mediation between Great Britaia and France, 
and after the acceptation of the ſame, the declaration affirms—+ That every ſtep had been 
taken neceſſary to produce the beſt effects, in order to prepare the two powers towards an 
accommodation equally honourable to both parties: that, to this end, wiſe nuns had 

deen 
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150g been propoſed ; but notwithſtanding theſe terms were conformable to ſuch as the court of 
London, at other times, : judged proper and conducive to an accommodation, they were how- 
ever rejected ina manner, that too well proves the reluctance, on the part of the Britiſh cabi- 
net, to reſtore peace to Europe, and to preſerve the friendſhip of his Catholic Majeſty.” 

The conditions offered by France were, to the higheſt degree, injurious and inadmifible; 
the King expreſsly declared, that he conſidered them as ſuch; and nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that the expedients offered by Spain inevitably tended to enforce theſe very inju- 
rious conditions, but juſt before declared as ĩnadmiſſible. | 

% The pernicious conſequences of the propoſed expedients had been explained to the court 
of Spain, by order of the King, which were, in the moſt amicable manner, expreſsly rejected. 
Had it been otherwiſe, there could be no reaſon for an ultimatum : yet 1t is not, without 
aſtoniſhment, that, after the firſt anſwer, the King received the ultimatum from the court of 
Spain, not only containing the very {ame offers thus rejected, but announced with ſcarce any 
difference in point of form, The declaration further fays, -< That, on the 28th of September, 
the court of Spain had notified to the belligerent powers, that in caſe the negociation did not 
ſucceed, ſhe would then determine how to act.“ If the open part the court of Spain now takes, 
be that ſhe ſecretly intended, at that time, it would have been more conſiſtent with her dig- 
nity to have avowed it then, and to have ranged herſelf openly under the banners of France, 

« Tnſtead of ſuch a conduct, the court of Madrid, affecting impartiality, hath offered to 
mediate, but not to dictate the terms of peace, promiſing to communicate to each court the 
conditions claimed by either, that ſo they might be modified, explained, or rejected. When 
the propoſals made by France were rejected, and the declaration made to Spain to ceaſe her 
mediation, ſince her endeavours did not ſucceed, it was accompanied with aſſurances, that the 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between the two nations ſhould not be interrupted. 

«© How far this is true, appears from the actual declaration announcing hoſtilities on the 
part of Spain; without venturing to ſtate the non-acceptance of the terms as one of the cauſes 
of the war; but ſhould it be otherwiſe inſinuated, it will furniſh his Majeſty with an additi- 
onal reaſon to complain of the injuſtice and arrogance of ſuch a pretenſion. 

+ The previous cauſes which-the court of Spain hath thought/proper to urge, are, the inſults 
azainſt her flag, an che violation of her territory. As to the firſt, theſe are the terms of her 
memorial. Pri ave been made; veſſels have been ſearched and plundered; many have 
been fired upon who were forced to defend themſelves; the regiſters and packets belonging to 
the court, and found on board his Catholic Majeſty's packet boats, have been opened and torn 
to pieces 

American veſſels of every kind have been el into the ports of Spain: they have been 
furniſhed with falſe documents, and ſuffered to carry Spaniſh colours; their privateers have 
plundered all nations without. diſtinction, and ſuch has been the induſtry of the Spaniſh mi- 
niſtry, in order to enhance the number of-grievances, that theſe depredations were repreſented 
by them as injuries committed by Great Britain. Theſe complaints ſeldom ſpecified the author 
of the ſuppoſed inſult; "thoſe which did, were frequently ill-founged, and in general frivolous ; 
however, it is granted, that the anſwers were friendly, The King thought it worthy of him- 
ſelf not only to uſe every precaution neceſſary to prevent diſorders which might offend neutral 
powers, but alſo to exert every effort to puniſh the authors and repair the loſs of the ſufferers. 
Such has been his conduct at all times, when poſſible to diſcover and convict the guilty. 
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* 
when ſuch caſes were proved, reſtitution was made with ample damages and all charges paid ut 


„ Tt has been advanced, That his Catholic Majeſty formally declared to the court of Lon? 
don, ever ſince France commenced hoſtilities, that the court of Madrid would regulate her 
conduct by that of the court of Great Britain;“ nevertheleſs, thirteen Engliſh veſſels. have been 
ſeized; on what pretence, or by whole order, we are ſtill to learn, although his Majeſty or. 


dered ſuch repreſentations to be made as are uſual on the like occaſions, between nations in x 
| Nate of amity ; which his Majeſty did,—not attributing theſe ſeizures to a perfidious and in. 


imical defign, until the conduct of the court of Spain was better nn by the preſent 
declaration. - 
„The pretended violation of the Spaniſh territory may be reduced to ons heed: 
« Firſt, That the dominions in America belonging to the court of Spain have Ws _ 
ened, without ſpecifying time, place, or circumſtance. 
c Secondly, The memorial mentions, * That the Indians have been ſet ce thei innocent 


inhabitants of Louiſiana, who muſt have fallen victims to their fury, had not even the Chic. 


taws repented and revealed the conſpiracy.“ It is well known, that the governor of New Or- 
leans tried to reduce the Chictaws, and that he received, with open arms, thoſe tribes, which 
committed devaſtations in the Engliſh Weſtern ſettlements. "Theſe tribes returned, but were 
not ſet againſt the Spaniſh territory; it was never r attempted, nor was ſuch an idea ever en- 
tertained. 

5 The declaration aſſerts, That a formal 3 was made to the court of Laden 
concerning theſe different grievances; and ſeeing the equivocal expreſſions on the two preced- 
ing points, ſuch remonſtrances were particularly neceſſary towards the ſtrict obſervance of the 
good faith between two nations. at peace,” It is not true, that the leaſt repreſentation was ever 
made on either of the two preceding ann to which the moſt ample and ng anſwers 
might have been given. 

* Thirdly, They pretend, That the ſovereignty of his Catholic Majeſty, i in the province of 
Darien, and on the coaſt of Saint Blas, hath been ufurped ; the government of Jamaica hay- 
ing appointed an Indian to the rank of General over thoſe provinces.” On this ſubject, in- 
ſtructions were diſpatched, bearing date the 28th of April laſt, as is uſual between nations in 
friendſhip; no advices being received from Jamaica on this matter, Meſh orders were ſent ſor 
a full explanation; but, in point of time, no anſwer could yet be expected. £ 

« Fourthly, That the territory in the Bay of Honduras has been uſurped acts of hoſtility 
committed, the Spaniards impriſoned and their houſes plundered ; as alſo that England had 
neglected to fulfil the ſtipulated article relative to this coaſt, agreeable to the ſeventeenth article 
of the treaty of Paris.“ With regard to the Engliſn ſubjects frequenting the Bay of Hon- © 
duras, that matter had been regulated according to the atorgſaid article, and. finally. adjuſted 
with the court of Spain in the year 1764; fince which period no complaint having been made 
on either fide, this court is ſtill ignorant whether the leaſt cauſe evet exiſted. I his, ſurely, 
cannot be included among the pretended grievances which the declaration ſuppoſes, as having 


been duly repreſemed either to the Engliſh court, or to her ambaſſador at the court of Madrid. 


Such are the motives alleged by the court of Spain as a juſtification, before God and the 
world, for commencing hoſtilities againſt Great Britain. The King appeals to the actual ſtate 


of affairs, being the ſame as that which ſubſiſted ſince the concluſion of the laſt treaty, as à 


full proof that no attempt was ever made, ön his party, t to infringy this treaty. Hogepen'® to 
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; his uniform conduct ever fince this epoch, to furniſh ſtill Brow proofs that he hath endea- 
© vonred:to preſerve the ſame, with all the aſſiduity and care which the intereſts of humanity and 
the happineſs of his ſubjects required. Ultimately, he appeals to the conduct of his enemies, 
and in particular to the declaration of the court of Spain, as the laſt proof of the neceſſity he 1s 


under to defend the rights of his crown and people, againſt a determined project to invade the 
ſame; a project herein the court of 9 at rt openly j joins, without the leaſt reaſon 3 


colour ſuch a proceeding.” 

Hence it appears, that whatever 1 mit be alleged by Spain, "0 vridking i the peace 
with England, it was very evident, that the real motive was to embrace the favourable oppor- 
tunity of depreſſing Great Britain which was now offered, by the defection of its colonies. 
This could not be otherwiſe than the general opinion, though government did not eſcape the 
acrimony of the oppoſition party, when the miniſters delivered the royal meſſage, which ac- 
companied the Spaniſh manifeſto, to Parliament: both houſes concurred firmly and unani- 
mouſly in the reſolution to ſupport, with the utmolt ſpirit and vigour, the war denounced 
againſt this country by the Houſe of Bourbon. 

This was, without doubt, a very alarming and critical period, But the ſpirit and magna- 
nimity that were diſplayed at this time of danger, fully anſwered the prognoſtications of thoſe 
politicians, both at home and abroad, who had confidently predicted that the combination 
formed againſt Britain, would onlyderve to diſcover the amazing reſources ſhe poſſeſſed, and to 
make it evident, that the hopes of its enemies were founded on their ignorance of the real ſitu- 
ation of this country, and.the diſpoſition of its people; of the greatneſs of its intrinfic wealth, 
and the readineſs to employ it with the moſt boundleſs generofity for the common defence. 

Animated with this laudable ſpirit, all parts of the kingdom exhibited ſuch an ardent zeal to 
forward every meaſure neceſſary for the protection of the realm as baniſhed alarm and deſpond- 
ency. People of rank and affluence acted eFσο where with X patriot liberglity, which proved 


that the wealth of the country was ready to affiſt the exigencies of it, and every poſſible prepa- 


ration was made to meet the utmoſt efforts of the enemy. Ia an attempt to ſeize the iſland of 
Jerſey, a body of French troops, unter the command of Prince Naſſau, had already been re- 
pulſed in a manner that did infinite honour to the handful of Britiſh ſoldiers who were on 
duty there, as well as to the officers who commanded them. 

About this time, however, the fituation of our Weſt India iſlands became very critical, — 
Soon after the capture gt the iſland of St. Lucia, Admiral Byron arri with his ſquadron in 
the Weſt Indies, and joining Adnitral Barrington, cauſed a very confiderable alarm among 
the French iſlands. This fleet ſailed immediarghy tos Martinico, to provoke Count D'Eſtaing 
to come forth and engage them; but, even after he had been ſtrengthentel by the arrival of 
conſiderable reinforcements from Fiatice, he ned immoveable in the harbour of Port 
4. Royal, His conquet is 1 nced by very proper motives; he knew that the convoys ne- 
cCeſſary for the homeward bound trade from the{Britiſh Weſt India Hands would diminith the 
Trength of the Britifſhþfleet, and give him an ae of attacking it with advantage. 

A very numerous and valuable fleet of merchantmen having aſſembled, about the middle of 
June, at St. Chriſtopher's, Admiral Byron determined to convoy them with his whole qua- 
dron, a conſiderable part of their voyage. Indeed, no ſeparation of it could have been riſqued 
with any proſpect of ſafety ; as we had no port in thoſe iſlands, of ſufficient ſtrength to have 
afforded protection tothe remaining diviſion of the fleet, againſt the great ſuperiority of land 
as well as of naval for nich Mon, D*Eſtai :ommanced : beſides, the French commander 
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ly have miſſed of intercepting the ſquadron, on its return, which had been ſent to protect it. 
The meaſure of affording a ſtrong ſafeguard to the trade was, alſo, the more indiſpenſable, 25 
it was known that M. de la Motte Piquet was then on his way from France with a confider. 
able reinforcement to D*Eſtaing ; and no common or ordinary convoy would have been ſuf. | 
ficient for the protection of the trade, in caſe of its falling in with his ſquadron. 

This meaſure of Admiral Byron, appears to have been the beſt that could be adopted in his. 
difficult and critical ſituation ; nevertheleſs, the firſt conſequence of his departure was the loſs. 
of the ifland of St. Vincent, For no ſooner was the Britiſh fleet ſailed; than Mon. DY'Eftaing 
diſpatched a body of troops to attack. that ifland, which being joined by great numbers of the 
native Charibs, the combined ſtrength of theſe foreign and domeſtic enemies was too great to 
be withſtood by an inconſiderable and ill ſupplied garriſon. Governor Morris did all that an 
active, zealous and brave officer could do on the occaſion. He had long and repeatedly re- 
monſtrated to government on the expoſed and ill- provided ſtate of the iſland,” without being 
favoured with any attention from home, for when it was attacked he had not 2 30 men to de. 
fend it, beſides the maintenance of twenty poſts, nor ammunition, &c: ſufficient for an hour's. 
defence : beſides, the very inhabitants were many of them luke warm in his ſupport; and ſome 
of them friendly to the enemy, He, however, to his honour, obtained TOE as fa-- 
vourable as the moſt ample means of defence could have qualified him to demand, 

The capitulation of St. Vincent's took place on the r8th of June in this year, and in the 
following month, the iſland of Grenada ſurrendered to the French arms under the command. 
of the Count D*Eſtaing,” but without any capitulation ; as the terms the French commander 
in chief demanded were of ſuch an extraordinary nature, that Lord Macartney, the Britiſh 
governor, and principal inhabitants thought it better to truſt to the law and cuſtoms of nations, 
to the juſtice gf one court and the interpolilig@h of the other, by ſurrendering at diſcretion, than 
to bind themſelves to ſuch unprecedented conditions. 

But while the Beitiſh empire was thus threatened by foreign enemies, it had no ſmall reaſon 
to be alarmed by internal Wtisfaftion and diſcontent. In Ireland, affairs ſeemed to be ap- 
proaching faſt to a crifis : it Ws not, indeed; to be expected, that a country dependent on 
Great Britain, and much limited in the uſe of its natural advantages, ſhould not be affected by 
the cauſes and conſequences of the American war. Perſons of underſtanding in that kingdom 
could not but pettzelve, in the preſegt combination of cxxcumſtanges, a advantage which Wag 
now to be improved or abandonęch for ever. 4A neW{tate of publig aſſd private diſtreſs, toge- 
ther with a ſtrong ſenſe of recent Wſgles, 3g they were now confidered&rere the principal agents 
which produced this revolution in the temper and diſpoſition of the people of Ireland. The 3 
reſtrictions on the co ce and maudfactures offreland might have been paſſed over for #1 
ſome ages to come, wit „perhaps, even leſs difficulty thaqhe y ae . endured fo ne 6 
century paſt, it empor diſtreſs had * MeL the apprehenſion of the "al that 1 


kingdom. * 
Of all the evils of which they complaited, the hits years embargo on the only at 0 LA * 
of that kingdom ſeemed pregnant with the greateſt miſchief, and being conſidgred, fr 4 
the conceſſions granted to America, as particularly inſulting, was accordingly the moſt imme: © 
diately reſented by the people, One of the pubjzc writers of that eountry declared, „“ that it 
was ſent as a curſe, and operated as a peliyience.” It was likewiſer along with itz $/perniclfus 
tendency and effects, charged with being not on a but abſolgjely A A 4 
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g, But what aggravated every cireamflance relative'to this buſineſs to the higheſt oolible Jegreb: 


was the national contempt which it was ſuppoſed to convey : for, as it was declared without 


reſerve, both in Parliament and out of it, to be a government job, it was natural that the in- 
dignation of the whole people would be called' forth; and when it was repreſented to them, 
by thoſe whoſe opinions were held i in the higheſt eſtimation, that they were reduced to the diſ- 


treſs they ſuffered, in order to enrich the body of Britiſh contractors. 
Some other real or ſuppoſed matters ofarritation or cauſes of Jealouſy, as they excited ſuſpi- 


cion or apprehenſion, ſerved alſo to render the ſenſe of immediate grievance or diftreſs ſtill more 


in ſupportable i in that country. Some very ſtrong and unprofitable language, uſed in the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament, ſerved very much to increaſe this apprehenſion and jealouſy in drawing paral- 


jels between the conftitution of Ireland and the Colonies, and deriving arguments for the ſub- 


miſſion of the latter from the reſtraints to Which the former had been ſubject. 

Still, however, the hopes of ſome confiderable enlargement of their commerce, which was 
repeatedly held outin Parliament, operated, to a very extraordinary degree, in preſerving the 
temper and fortifying the patience of the people. But when they found that theſe declarations 
propoſed but very little benefit to them, and little as it was, that it met with no common op- 


poſition from many of the trading parts of Great Britain, the hopes of redreſs became daily 


more faint, while the acquieſcence and good temper founded upon them, were proportionably 

exhauſted, They could not but obſerve, that when a bill, which, though of no great conſe- 
quence, would have afforded ſome alleviation to thbir diſtreſſes, had been nearly carried through 
the Houſe of Commons, the miniſter himſelf, who they had been made to believe was their 
friend, ſtood forward to defeat it. The two bills which were-afterwards paſſed in the ſame 
ſeſſion, for permitting the cultivation Ef tobacco, ànd encouraging that of hemp in Ireland, in- 


ſtead of affording ſatisfaction or promoting harmony, produced a directly contrary effect, being 


conſidered as nothing leſs than mockeries, 1d as inſults offered to their diſtreſs. 

In this manner, things were repreſented and felt in Ireland; and when the attempt to keep 
Parliament ſitting, for the purpoſe of ſettlingdſome plan for their ſatisfaction, was defeated, the 
flame which had been for ſome time ſmothered, broke out "of." idefable violence, 

Aſſociationzꝭ againſt the - andauſe of Britiſh . are d for the encourage- 
ment, in eve poſhble degree, of ther Wen, M alre — 'o in ſome parts of that 
country; but ſeegggd to be kept back, as a matter of conſideration, and a inal in caſe 
of extremity, oy Me greater part of the kingdom. All reſerve, howeyer, upo 18 ſubject, 
was now at an ; aſſocĩati ecame univerſal Ry the non importation and non-con- 
ſa ffi6n agreementallilhc | uf the uſual penalties or 1 of vengeance, not only 
againſt violators, but agaigſt thoſe impoſtors or or ſellers of the prohibi 
had not acceded to the general compact. By theſe means, it was computed, that even in the 


This great ſaving, it was ſaid, would afford ſome compenſation or re- 
the means of humbling the 


ly to Great Britai 
dreſs for many of their grievances and diſtreſſes; and would 
he ingratit e towns ↄf Mancheſt 
they had been conſlant and immen ers in the . '£ tra ge, *had been the firſt and moſt ef- 


fective in oppoirggand defeating Y 7. bea e of redreſs or Mlief Which had yore propoſed in 


. favour of Ireland. any © 
"* But the turn of no and the future fortune of ba Tino weren depend on aſfociations. 


121 a very different Rae, than * Er related merely to commercial or domeſtic regula- 


. . 2 tions, 


* 


commodities; who 


ſaved which went annual-. 


nd Glaſgow ; which, though. 
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| 1779 tions. To the accumulation of alarms had been lately added the danger of a forei 
Which was the more alarming, as the military force ſupported by Ireland, had bee 
Ay drained off and weakened for the American war. | Fa 
In order to provide for their defence, military aſſociations took place, and the ſpirit of the 
ſoon became univerſal throughout the kingdom. It was declared, that they were intended 15 
the two-fold purpoſe of defending their country againſt foreign enemies and their rights aging 
what they thought, domeſtic uſurpation : that they were loyal to their King, and affectionate 
to Great Britain; but that it was with ſuch loyalty and affection as confiſted with their ug 
liberty and proſperity. Under the influence of this ſpirit, large bodies of citizens were ſecn to 
ariſe, who choſe their own officers, ſerved at their own charge, and ſubmitted to all the rigout 
of military diſcipline. . Men of large fortune ſerved in the ranks; and all this was conducted 
without the leaſt confuſion or diſorder: On the contrary, the peace of the country and a due 
obedience to the Jaws was never more effectually maintained. When we reflect on the tem 
PP lately prevalentãn that country, and its ſcenes of inteſtine diviſion, we caimot but conſider the 
ſtate of Ireland which we have juſt deſcribed, as one of the moſt extraordinary reyolutions in 
the hiſtory of the world. | Ws | | 
The numbers thus trained were upwards of 20,000 men in the firſt year of their aſſembling, 
8 they were afterwards conſiderably increaſed, and were admirably appointed as well as incom. 
parably diſciplined. Government ſaw this proceeding with aſtoniſhment: it was in vain to 
offer the leaſt reſiſtance to the deſign of a general armament; nor could it be wiſhed to reſtrain 
k the ſpirit ſo far as regarded a foreign enemy, Some attempts were quictly made to regulate 
3 this force and bring it to act under the authority of the crown but, as they met with no kind 
of ſucceſs, it was thougat a wiſe and neteſſary meaſure to ſanctify by approbation what could 
not be prevented by oppoſition, P _ 
: The Irifh, however, after having provided for their defence againſt foreign enemies, began 
. to look forwards to a claim of their rights, and to an annihilation of all authority of the Bri- 
q tiſh Parliament over them. Among others, the Britiſh mutiny act was denied to poſſeſs any 
validity; and ren ſo ſeriouſly maintained, that the troops were, for ſome time, 
in a great degree confine ir reſpective ſtations ; as it was a matter of no common dif- 
ficulty to perſuade ang inagiſt to iſſag billets kor their dunttste. It oh the greateſt de- 
gree of fetaper and circumſpection in thoſe who governed in Ireland, and in the commanders | 
of the Milig's forces there, to prevent the colliſion of the royal and cn armies: andy | 
X they deſerve the higheſt praiſe " prudence of their conduct atiſhch an important and 


alarming crifis. ”- + a * 


This ſtate. of things was not the work of a party, or of any particular order of meh ; but 
was upheld-by.every rank, claſs and denomination of the people. The wiſe and humage con- 
duct of the Britiſh legiſſWore, in relaxing the penal reſtrictions of the laws againſt the Englith 
Roman Cathohes, was, a meaſure of ſuch obvious utility, that the & ple was ſpeily fol- of 
0 lowed by the Iriſh Parliament, who communicated fimilar benefits to thoſe of that profeſſion 
in their own country. Thee people who form ſo gat a majority the Iriſh nation, ſon 1 
perceived, that as they now poſſeſſed a common hart the common intereſis, ſo they were 

” | equally called upon to theg public defence 1d the ſupport of the public rights; ſo that all 1 

| former diſtruſt and apprehenſion of each otlieMeing laid aſide, one general ſpirit and principle * 
2 * appeared to operate upon the whole people. | | A 4 
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1770 A free, unlimited, and univerſal commerce was the firſt object of redreſs, for which it ap- 

peared, that no compenfation' could be admitted, and without which; no other conceſſions or 
advantages, however great or beneficial, could afford ſatisfaQtion » and when-the Iriſh-Parlia- 
ment met on the 12th of October, they declared in their addreſſes to the throne, that nothing 
leſs than a free and unlimited trade could fave their country from ruin. But this was not all: 

the aſſociations and people at large, not, perhaps, poſſeſſing a perfect confidence in the ſteadi- 
neſs of their own Parliament, and ſuſpe&ing that they ſhould be amuſed by empty promiſes 
from Great Britain, were determined, if poſſible, to prevent the granting the ſupplies for the 
two following years, according to the accuſtomed mode; and, by procuring a ſhott money 
bill for ſix months only, to make the fitting of Parliament eſſentially neceſſary to the exiſtence 
of government, To ſuch a meafure, which was conſidered by many as an innovation on eſta- 


bliſhed forms, and the violent endeavours employed to enforce it, as an invaſion of Partiamen- 2 


tary dignity, there appeared a very powerful oppoſition ; but ſuch was the univerſal cry of the 
nation, that its repreſentatives found it neceſſary to ſubmit, and the ſhort money bill having 
paſſed on that fide, the neceſſities of the period ſecured the ſanction of the Britiſh. government, 
to that act of the Iriſh Parliament. | _ | 

Such was the relative diſpoſition of the ſiſter kingdom, on the meeting of the Engliſh Par- 
liament on the 25th of November, when his Majeſty, in his ſpeech from the tRrone, among. 
other important matters, expreſſed himſelf with reſpect to Ireland in the following manner: 

In the midſt of my care and ſolicitude for the ſafety and welfare of this country, I Me not 
been inattentive to the ſtate of my loyal and faithful kingdom of Ireland. I have, in conſe-- 
quence of your addreſſes, preſented to me in the laſt ſeſſion, ordered ſuch paper to be collect 
ed, and laid before you, as may aſfiſt your deliberations, on this importang buſineſs; and I 
recommend it to you to conſider what further benefits i advantages may be extended to that 
kingdom, by ſuch regulations and ſuch methods, as may moſt effeCtually. promote the com-- 
mon ſtrength, wealth, and intereſts of all my dominions.“ | 

The affairs of Ireland, therefore, naturally took the lead in this ſeſſion: LordgShelburne 
had introduced an unſucceſsful motion of cenſure on the iſiiſters, in the Houſe of Lords, in 
ſupport of which he diſplahed all the eloquence, he is en to poſſeſs, and that complete 
knowledge of his ſubject which he never fails to diſcover whenever that eloquence is exerted. 

Lord Offory alſo made a ſimilar motion, with ſimilar effect in the Houſe of Vommons.— 
However, on then gth of December, the miniſter opened his propoſitions for affording relief 
to Ireland, They were three in number, and went tothe following articles. To the repeal 
of thoſe laws, which prohibit the exportation of Iriſn manufactures, made of or mixed with 
wool or wool flocks, from Irelang to any part of Europe. That ſo much of the a& of the 
nineteenth of Georgg II. as prohibits the importation of glaſs into Ireland, except of Britiſh 
manufacture, or tg export glaſs from that kingdom, be repealed : and that Ireland be ſuffered 
to carry on a trade of export and import, to and from the Britiſh colonies in America ani the 
Weſt Indies, ande her ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, ſubje& to ſuch limitations, regula- 
tions, reſtitctions ànd duties, as the Parliament of Ireland ſhall impoſe. 

The minifter ſtated, with equal ability and knowledge of his ſubject, the propriety and juſ- 
tice, as well as the neceſſity of affording relief to Ireland, and entered fully into the claims of 
that country, as well With reſpe& to her natural and inherent rights as to thoſearifing from 
her particular connection with Great Britain. He alſo expatiated at large on the mutual and 

reſpective intereſts of both countries, and collected into one point of view all the queſtions of 

| | 3 | commerce 


| 56 


75 = RY and policy which! related to them, In ſhort, the reſolutions were Aged to 
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video 


any oppoſition. Bills, founded on the two firſt propoſitions, were accordingly brought ; in, 


paſſed both Houſes and received the royal aſſent before the. Chriſtmas receſs, The third, bein 


more complex in-its nature, requiring a variety of enquiry,. and being ſubject to ſeveral limi. 


tations and conditions, was ſuffered to lay over the holidays, in its preſent ſtate of an 0 


d 


propoſition; not only to afford time for conſideration here, but for acquiring a Knowledge of 


the effect which the meaſure would produce in Ireland. 


Several memorials having been preſented to the States Geng in the courſe of this yer, 
by Sir Joſeph Yorke, the Britiſh ambaſlador-at the Hague, we ſhall * the Contents and 
objects of them. | 

T he follgwing order of the French King's RFI which was the objet of the firſt memo. 

Tial we ſhall give at large. 
The King having dechred-by.his reculation of the 26th of July laſt; concerning the na- 
vigation of neutral veſſels, that he reſerved to himſelf the power of revoking the liberty grant. 
edby the firſt article, in caſe the belligerent powers ſhould not grant the ſame within the ſpace 
of fix months ;- and his Majeſty, judging it proper to make known his intentions relative to 
the veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of the republic of the 5 Provinces of the Low Coun. 
tries, Fas, in council, ordered and declared, as follows??? 

Article I. Ihe republic of the United Provinces not 8 obtained of the court of 
Sondon the liberty of navigation, equal to that which the King had conditionally promiſed 
to their flag, and which their treaties with England ſhould ſecure to them, his Majeſty re- 
vokes, with reſpect to the ſubjects of the ſaid republic, the advantages granted by the firſt 
article, concerning the commerce and navigation of neutral ſhips; and, in conſequence, de- 
clares it his pleaſure, that the Veſſels of the ſaid republic ſhall proviſionally execute the firſt, 
ſecond, third, fourth and fifth articles of the regulation of the 21ſt of October, 1744 

« II, His Majeſty further declares, that from the date of the 26th of January, 1479, the 
veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of the ſaid republic, ſhall pay the duty on freightage, as is eſ- 
tabliſhed by the ordinances and regulations, and particularly by the declaration of the 24th of 
November, 1750; and the order of council-of the 16th of July, 1757 ; his Majeſty reſerving 
to himſelf che power of laying, when he pleaſes, new duties on the commodities of the United 
Provinces, and the productions of their manufactures. * | 

« III. His Majeſty, however, conſidering that the city of Amftetdam has made the moſt 
patriotic exertions to perſuade the republic to procure from the court of London, the ſecurity 
of that unlimited liberty which belongs: to their flag, in conſequence of her-independenceand 
integrity of commerce, and which the rights of nations and treaties ſecure to her: and his Ma- 
jeſty, deſirous of giving the ſaid city a ſtriking example of his benevolence, has-Teſerved to the | 


| ſhips freighted by: the inhabitants of Amſterdam; the liberty promiſed by the firſt article of the N 
regulation of the 26th of July laſt, concerning the navigation of neutral veſſels, as to the exemp- | 
tion of the duties of freightage ; except ſuch veſſels as are employed in the French coaſting | 
trade, which ſhall continue tobe ſubje to the order of council of the 1er July, 1757) — 
His Majeſty further reſerves to the inhabitants of the ſaid city the advantages granted to theit 
ovn commoditics, and the een, of their manufactures, n h to what is at * , 


ſent practiſed. 
« TV. To ſecure to the veſſels of Amſterdam, . the enjoyment of his ini 
granted i in the preceding article, his Majeſty declares, that the captains of the ſaid veſſels 2 
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| beſapplied with a certificate from the Commiſſary of the Maine eſtabliſhed kan: and 
an atteſtation of the magiſtrates of the ſaid city, aſſerting that the veſſels were actually freighted | 
by the inhabitants of that city, wenn * 0 Ie nee, from their Sag for the place to 
which they were bound. 

„V. The ſaid captains ſhall be bound, on Weir return, to appear we the ſaid „. 
ſary of the Marine, and to give ſufficient proof that he landed his cargo in no other port or 

harbour of the republic than that of Amſterdam. His Majeſty alſo enjoins the ſaid Commiſ- 

ſary to refuſe, in future, any new certificate to thoſe, who ſhall not be provided with good | 

proof of their integrity, or who ſhall be convicted of having. landed their cargo 4n ay other 

port or harbour of the republic. &c. " 

Given in the King's Council, &c. at Verſailles, 8 14, 1779.“ | | 

From the memorial preſented to the States General by Sir Joſeph 33 in conſequence of 
this order of the French King, we ſhall ſelect the following paſſages. 

« The King of Great Britain, from the friendſhip he has for your High Mightineſſes, & c. 
has hitherto foreborn interfering in the negotiation whick has been carrying on, relative to 
the protection to be given to the tranſportation of all ſorts of -naval ſtores during the war, 
which is actually carrying on between your High Mightineſſes and France; but the laſt pro- 
ceedings of the French court forbid his keeping ſilence any longer; - and his Majeſty would 
think he wronged the ancient leagues between his crown and your republic, if he did not in- 
form them to what danger they would expoſe themſelves, by liſtening to propoſals which will 
oblige them to infringe a neutrality which they have ſo often declared they wiſhed to ſupport, 
and which at once attack their independence, ſap the baſis of their nne threaten 
nothing leſs than their diſunion. 

« Your High Mightineſſes are too well inſtructed, t to feel that a * — power, who 
takes upon itſelf the right of granting particular favours to part of your government to the pre- 
judice of the reſt, can have no other view than to ſow diſcord, and to break the ties which 
unite you; and that if other powers were to follow the ſame example, the republic would be 
torn to pieces by an internal combuſtion, and an univerſal anarchy would ſucceed.” 

Thus far the intereſt only of your High Mightineſſes ſeems concerned; but when we per- 
ceive, that the end of all theſe intrigues is manifeſtly defigned to cauſe the republic to quarrel 
with the King, and to bring- on a war between your High Mightineſſes and Great Britain, 
under the ſeducing pretence of a perfect neutrality-and the intereſt of trade, the King finds 
himſelf obliged to lay. before you the danger into which France wifhes to plunge you. 

What right has France to diczte to your High Mightinefles the arrangements you ought 

to make with England? It can only be found in the ambitious views of that power, which has 
made a league with ye rebels of America, and 1s now- emen to bring other. States into 
it with them. | | 

What object can hors important or. We than that of depriving the enemy of © 
any materials which may enable them to redouble their efforts during the war? and how can a 
protectiongyf thoſe materials be reconciled to the alliances ſo often renewed between the two 
nations, or with the aſſurances of friendſhip which you are continually profeſſing to the King? 
To prevent future bad conſequences, and to aſſure-the-republic of the unequivocal friendſhip ® 
his Majeſty entertains for the republic, he renews the promiſes made to them to maintain the 
liberties of legal trade to their ſubjects, agreeable to the orders given to the King $ ſhips and 
privateers, notwithſtanding the advantage which may reſult from it to the enemy; but his 
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1775 Majeſty cannot depart from the neceſſity he is under of excluding the tranſpottation of 

ſores to the r * France, and particularly timber, even. 1 ſhould de an 
men of war. 7 
 *© The example which France has ſet, of favouring ſome ee of the 
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republic to the 
detriment of others, ſo directly contrary to the union and independence of your High M. rh. 


tineſſes, the King hopes never to be obliged to follow, unleſs a condeſcenſion to the Views of 
France, obliges him to take that method of making amends to . members of Ln wal 
who are hurt by the partiality of his enemies. 

<+* The laſt edit publiſhed by the court of France, which excepts the cities of "OY 
and Haerlem from certain dutics impoſed on the other members of the republic, to punith 
them for having made uſe of that ſovereign right which belongs to them, cannot but ſhew all 
Europe the motives which have engaged France to league with America, & c. 

(Signed, ) 

Hague, April 9, 779 ” Tavis Youre,” 

On the 23d of July, the French King publiſhed another ordinance, by which the whole 
province of Holland, as well as the cities of Amſterdam and Haerlem was exempted from the 
duties of freightage, and fifteen per cent, upon ſhips, &c. in the ports of F rance. | 

That an invaſion of {ome part of this kingdom was projected by France, in the ſummer gf 
this year, and an attempt to execute that project expected by England, was not denied by the 
former, and was openly acknowledged by the latter. On the gth of July, the King's procla- 
mation was publiſhed, ordering all cattle, &c. to be driven from the ſea coaſt in caſe of inyz- 


fion: and on the 22d of the ſame month Sir Joſeph preſented a memorial to the States Gene. 


ral, which declares that France was making every poſſible preparation to invade the Britiſh 
iſlands, and on that account, demands of the republic to fulfil its engagements with Great 
Britain, in affording the ſuccours ſtipulated in the treaties of 1678, and of which the Caſus 
Federis is fully explained in the ſeparate article of 1716. The States General, not paying any 
attention to this demand, the Britiſh miniſter at the Hague preſented, on the 26th of No- 
vember, another memorial on the ſame ſubject, which as treated with ſimilar negle&. 

In the mean time, Paul Jones, who commanded an American frigate and other veſſels in 
the Congreſs ſervice, took two Engliſh ſhips and carried them into the Texel. T hey were 
accordingly demanded to be given up by the Britiſh court, on the principle that Paul Jones 
was a pirate, and that, according to the cuſtom of admiralties, all the captains of foreign arm- 
ed veſſels ſhall, upon their arrival, preſent their letters of marque or commiſſion, and that ſuch 
are to be treated as pirates whole letters are found to be _ for want of being granted by 
a ſovereign power. 

But their High Mightineſſes, who had for ſome time been YR governed by French po- 
litics, refuſed to give up the ſhips and juſtified the refuſal by an anſwer to the following effect: 
That they would in no reſpect take upon them to judge of the legality or illegality of thoſe 
who have, on the open ſea, taken any veſſels which do not belong to their country; that they 
only opcn their ports to give them ſhelter from ſtorms or other diſaſters, and that they oblige 
them to go to ſea again with the prizes without ſuffering them to unload or diſpoſe of any 
part of their cargoes, that they may be liable to be retaken in the ſame ſtate in which the) 
were taken: but do not think themſelves authoriſed to paſs judgment upon thoſe Prizes, © * 
the *. of Paul Jones, &c.“ 
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le combined fleets of France and Spain, which conſiſted of between ſixty and ſeventy line 
of battle ſhips, and a proportionable quantity of inferior | veſſels,” entered the Channel about 
the middle of Auguſt, and paraded two or three days before Plymouth, to the great alarm of 
the people, but attempted nothing. A ftrong eaſterly wind, which continued for ſeveral days, 
ſeems to have driven them out of the Channel; and on the laſt day of Auguſt, Sir Charles 
Hardy, the commander of the Britiſh fleet, which did not conſiſt of more than thirty-ſix ſhips | 
of the line, gained the entrance of the Channel, in ſight of the combined fleets, without their 
being able to prevent him. * >; & | | 

The great object of the Engliſh Admiral ſeems to have been, to bring them into the narrow 

part of the Channel, where he would have been able to engage them upon leſs diſad vantageous 
terms; and where a defeat, or certain changes of wind, muſt have been productive of the moſt 
ruinous conſequences to the enemy. The combined fleets purſued him as high up as Ply- 
mouth, and ſoon after repaired to Breſt. Thus ended the expectations of the enemy, and the 
apprehenſions of Great Britain. An attack upon Plymouth was certainly meditated, and the 
ſickly ſtate of the fleet, which had buried ſometimes ſeveral hundreds in a day, was the prin- 
cipal reaſon for its returning to port; where, as ſoon as poſſible after their arrival, 7, ooo fick 
were conveyed to the hoſpitals on ſhore, It may ſurely be conſidered as an uncommon in- 
ſtance of good fortune, that one of the greateſt naval forces which had ever been aſſembled on 
the ocean, ſhould hover on our coaſts without doing us any injury; and that but a few days 
before its appearance, a great Jamaica fleet, conſiſting of 200 ſhips, ſhould have arrived in 
England; while eight homeward bound Eaſt Indiamen, having timely notice of the danger, 
had taken refuge in the harbour of Limerick in Ireland. : 

Among the exertions which were at this time made by individual perſons, and ſocieties for 
the defence of the kingdom, it becomes us to mention, that the Eaſt India Company, with a 
{pirit ſuited to its character, beſides giving a conſiderable bounty towards raifing 6,000 men 
for the naval ſervice, made a noble offer to the crown, which was accepted, of building and 
furniſhing three 74 gun ſhips, as an addition to the royal navy. 

A very valuable Spaniſh ſhip, called the N. S. de Pidat, was taken in the autumn of this 
year by the Dart privateer of Dartmouth, of 14 guns; ſhe was upwards of 600 tons, and 
mounted 16 guns; her cargo conſiſted of 142, 11) ſilver dollars; 38,949 dollars in gold dou- 
bloons ; 31 ingots of gold; 5 ingots of ſilver; 42 bales of fine beaver; 21,061 hides in the 
hair; 3 bales of fine wool; I bale of fine fur, &c. | 

To the honour of an enlightened age and an enlightened nation, the French miniſter of 
marine, by the particular order of his government, iſſued a protection (which was publiſhed 
in the French Gazettes, and communicated to the whole French navy,) to the Britiſh circum- 
navigators, Captain Cook of the Reſolution, and Captain Clarke of the Diſcovery, who were 

no ſuppoſed to be on their return to Europe. 3 
In this year, $9 ſhips were employed from England in the whale fiſhery to Davis's Streights 
and the Greenland Seas, The bounty was now at 3os. per ton. The Dutch employed 105 

ſhips in the ſame trade, and within the ſame period. | | 
There were 3,900 ſhips cleared outwards from Newcaſtle during this year, including their 
repeated voyages, 3, 670 being coaſtwiſe, and 230 to foreign ports. | 
The want of a ſupply of American tar occafioned, at this time, a diſcovery of the ut- 
moſt utility, and which will be a great ſaving to this country. Some gentlemen of Briſtol 
K k 2 ſet 
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3779 fern up: works for extracting the oil from pit-coal, Wk for making lamp-black; this: oil hs 
boiled down to the conſiſte nee of tar, which it exactly reſembles in colour and quality, and! is 
with difficulty diſtinguiſhed from real tar. It poſſeſſes all the qualities of tar, for half the price, 
and is found in paying ſhips bottoms to be an excellent preſervative againſt the worms. + of 
| oil is alſo boiled down to the confiſtence of pitch, and is found to be an excellent ſaccedaneum 
for that article. After the oil is extracted from the coal, the reſiduum is a very good coke. 
But of the ſubject of coal tar we ſhall obſerve more at large at a futute period, when we come 
to conſider it in that ſtate of perfection, to which it is at r 1 * the = mind 

and philoſophic reſearch of the Earl of Dundonald-.. 

By a liſt of the number of empty houſes in the city, as retuvried, at this time, 1 BY depu. 
ties of the ſeveral wards, the total PP to be 1,5104; the renta of 3 were e "oF 
amount to 26,37 5l. | 

The following are authentic extracts from the Corn Regiſter, e an account of all 
the corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and n n the ace: 


of one year. 
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| wheat, 48. 2d. rye,. 28. 11d. ;. barley, 2s. 5d, ; oats, IS. o9d.; beans, 38. OFd. 


The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from England, amounted to 5r, 2491. 28. bd. 


The amount of the bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland, was 3,1571. 
The duties on corn imported. into England, amounted to ONE 18s. 7d.; and in | Scot- 


land, to 1391. 18s. 27d, 
The average. prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ſtandard Wincheſter buſliel; were, 


i EXPORT E D. IMPORTED: 
1779. Britiſh Foreign 4 80 1779. Quarters, 
ENGLAND. - Drs. Drs. ENGLAND. 
Wheat & Wheat Meal, 15 5,003 | 7.781 Wheat, 19 3 3,508 
W heat Flour, 48,186 1,795. Wheat Flour, .. 1,103. 
Rye, — 37162 37 Rye, — 1,693. 
Barley, — 4,948. 2,583, Barley, — 7,085 
Malt, — 16287 2, Oats, — 331,858 
Oats, — 11,291 5,035. | Oatmeal, _ — 669 
Oatmeal, _ 2,475. 29. Beans, — 14,891 
Beans, _ 19,075 6,384 Peas, _—_ 29,154. 
Peas, — 13, 130 55106 
SCOTLAND: 4 SCOTLAND. - 
1 4 Wheat. — 256 —— Wheat Flour, 425 
bi W heat Flour, 9,239 — Oats, — 16 984 
if Barley and Bear, 93 — | 
* Malt, — 3,022 — 
oo Oats, — 219 — 
4 Oatmeal, 2,035 — 
A Peas. and. Beans, 897 — 
f 
j 
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A8, ar led a period as this, the riſe and fall of the piblie funds bebte too itereſling 4 
ſabjet to be omitted in this work, we ſhall give the year's hiſtory of them; arranging oppo- 
ſite to each month, the * and loweſt ga en each” ors HOO OY the courſe of 


that mon th. | 


W 


January, 10 5 been eee 
dee, a ie fee e 216. 
e f ee 
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May gr erz 231 C fes erg ere e 71587 4 
l, Lee fe: : e e e e 
Jay {og [1382 69: f o 2 . 55 d 98168 5e h. Bn 
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den 2091 146 TX 60 Mo {pe 61 Hal 601 G — 187 5 8 24 
November, | 179, Atti — 51e geit — rien er e 
"OPAL [1072 1434 — [60 a 6rzlor — = 614161] 5218 . 2 


The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received the royal aſſent in the parlia- 
mentary ſeſſions of this year, 

For allowing the importation of fine Italian oreanifes thrown ſilk, for a limited time. 

For the better preſervation of the oyſter fiſhery at Whitſtable. | 

For the better government of his Majeſty's ſhips, veilels, and forces at ſea. 

For the better ſapply of mariners and ſeamen to ſerve in his Majeſty's navy. 

For allowing the importation of certain goods, ſold to foreigners, in Britiſh built ſhips. 

For laving additional duties on certain goods under. the * of the commiſſioners of 
exciſe and cuſtoms. | 

For the better encouraging the white herring fiſhery. 

For better encouraging the Iriſh linen Lk : 

For regulating lottery-office keepers. | 

To repeal ſo much of ſeveral acts of Parliament, as prohibit the growth and produce of to- 
baeco in Ireland, and to permit tlie importation of tobacco of the growth and | produce of.that 
kingdom into Great Britain, &c, 


For granting a bounty upon the. importation into this Fine of hemp of the growth of . 


Ireland, for a limited time. 
15 


For 
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1779 For granting a drawback ef the FRE impoſed, by wat act of the laſt ſeſſion; of Par 


. thread - lace manufactory. 
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wliament 
upon all foreign wines exported from Great Britain to "7 Brita Ow in K Or to 


any Britiſh ſettlement in the Eaſt Indies. 
For better ſecuring the duties on ſtarch. | 
To prevent frauds by private diſtillers. 


To prevent frauds and abuſes in the payment of wages to o perſons employed 3 in 8 hoo: and 0 


* 


* 


For the preſervation of the river Lee. P20 

For taking off the duties upon all ſalt uſed in curing oilcharde. | 

For diſcontinuing the duties on cotton wool, the growth and produtt of the Britiſh colo. 
nies in America. 

For allowing the importation of FOO into this kingdom fro Afia and Africa. 

To amend the act for laying a tax on auctions and ſales. 

For granting to his Majeſty additional duties on vellum, parchment and paper. 

For veſting in the Eaſt India N for a limited ET, certain territorial acquiſitions 
obtained in India, 

For removing certain difficulties with reſpect to the more ſpeedy and effeQual e of 
his Majeſty's navy, for a limited time. 

. For granting a free trade, &c. to Ireland. 

To prevent the clandeſtine conveyance of ſugar, &c, from Anke into Great Britain, &c. 

A bill to prevent ſmuggling, alſo paſſed in this ſeſſion, from which we have ſelected the fol- 
lowing abſtrafts: 

A penalty of zool. is laid on any maſter ofa ſhip coming from abroad, having more than 
100 pounds weight of tea on board, (not being an Eaft India ſhip) or more than 100 gallons 
of foreign ſpirits, in caſks under 60 gallons, (beſides two gallons for each ſeaman on board), 

Foreign ſpirits imported from any part of Europe, in a veſſel containing leſs than 60 gal- 
lons, are forfeited, with the ſhip, furniture, &c. © 

«© When any tea, coffee, or goods liable to forfeiture, is found on board any ſhip coming 
from foreign parts, at anchor, or hovering within two leagues of the coaſt, the ſhip, if not 
above 200 tons, is forfeited, with her furniture, &c. 

% Every perſon who ſhall ſell coffee, tea, cocoa nuts, or make or ſell chocolate, muſt paint 
over his door, dealer in coffee, &c.“ on penalty of 200]. 

Every importer or dealer in foreign ſpirits muſt paint over his door, © importer of, or 
dealer in foreign ſpirits,” on penalty of gol. 3 

Every dealer in tea, foreign ſpirits, &c. who ſhall buy any of the ſaid goods of any per- 
ſon who has not the words aforeſaid over his door, is liable to an additional penalty of 100l. 

« Every perſon, not a dealer, who ſhall buy any tea, ſpirits, &c. of any perſon that bas 
not the words aforeſaid over his door, ſhall forfeit 10l. : 

„All foreign thread-lace imported, to be marked at each end at the cuſtom-boule, and 
perſons poſſeſſed of foreign lace may have it en at the neareſt cuſtom-houſe, making oath 
that the duties were paid. 

All foreign thread-lace, not marked, will be farkinnd: and any perſon counterfeiting the 
mark, or that ſhall ſell or have in his cuſtody lace with a counterfeit mark, will forfeit 100l. 


and be adjudged to ſtand in the pillory two hours; and their aiders, abettors, and , 
will be liable to the ſame fine and puniſhment,” | 


3 SUPFLIES 
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15 SopPLIEs granted by Parliament for this year: — „, Fs . d. | 
For 70,000 ſeamen, including 17,389 marines, ordnance, &c. 3,040,000 © © 
For the ordinary of tlie navy, including half-pay, &c. — 369,882 6 1 
Towards building aud repairing ſhips of war, — 5679,87 0 0 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &cc. — — 37506 8 67 
For 30, 346 land- forces, including 3,213 invalids, &c. — 833,91 1 18 6 
For the militia and three regiments of tencible men in North Britain, 610,882 5 © 
For the cloathing of the militia, '. < -, — — 85,760 17 2 
For additional militia companies, — — — 5,421 16 6 
For cloathing of ditto, mw; On — — 2,556 4 © 
For the charge of ſeveral augmentations to his Majeſty's forces, 159,653 3 4 
For a regiment of fencibles to be raiſed in North Britain, &c. 19,584 2 © 
To make good the charge of forming three regiments of light dra- | 
goons, &c. out of certain light troops, — — 6,246 5 6 
For an augmentation to a corps of Royal Highland Emigrants, &e. : "vt 6 'C 
For compleating the whole pay of certain regiments, which of late years | 
have been paid in part of the revenues of Ireland, and are now in North 
America, — — — — — 63,195 11 10 
For the difference of pay between the Britiſh and Iriſh eftablifhment 
of certain regiments, &c, — — — — 52,923 1 6 
For maintaining forces and garriſons out of the kingdom, 1, 103, 118 11 © 
For five Hanoverian battalions ſerving at Gibraltar and Minorca, $6,074 19 4+ 
For the charge of 13,472 Heſſian troops and ſubſidy, — 367, 203 9 10 
For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau, — — 35.441 3 22 
Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, — — | 17,498 3 24 
For the charge of 4,300 Brunſwickers  — _ 93,947 15 8 
For proviſions for the foreign troops ſerving 1 in America, — 48,668 3 9 
For artillery for the foreign troops, — — - 42,683 14 o 
For ditto. of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of 1 &. — 39,644 14 3 
To make good a deficiency in the fums yoted for the troops of the | 
Margrave of Anſpach, in 1778, — _ — 7,953 10 112 
For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbſt, with the ſubſidy, &c. — 16,6630 11 9 
For extra army expences, &c. not provided for by Parliament, 2,020,137 4 47 
For repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 13,00 o o 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. .  205:439 15 4 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1778, 521,935 13 5 
For the civil eftabliſhment of the iſland of St. 7. — 3.250 0 0 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 2,900 © 0 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 1 — 4,705 0 0 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — — 4,950 oO 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, _ — — 4,900 0 © 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c, 87,703 8 4 
For allowances to ſeveral vfficers and private gentlemen of the two | 
reduced troops of horſe-guards, &c. — — 628 2 1x 
Carried forward, 11,350,133 10 1 


% 


"AN HISTORICAL) AND "CHRONOLOGICAL v cTION 
=P A. Þ. [ONES | | 0 . e 3 . 
79. | ry EIT ON. | TIVES” £60: 
! 3 I a A dt over, 11,380,133 10 x 
_.. LY | „ Baerdextnarys? of 8 of Celta Hoſpital, We. 515 20 1555 ĩ a7: 14 2 
tl 8. T s che Levant Company, — — — een 0. 0 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of f North Britain 6,9 5 o 0 
For the augmentation of. tlie ſalaries of the puiſne judges, — 3.600 © 0 
For ditto of the Chief Baron of the Exchequer, — 500 0 0 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's 4 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 32,968 2 8 
To Mr. Duncan-Campbell, for employing conviẽts on the Thames, 13.586 7 v5 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. — 60,527 3 6 
Orr account of general ſurveys in North America, — 2,041 0 0 
To James Berkenhout, Eſq. and Thomas Clarke, of the town off 
Leeds, dyers, on a proper diſcovery to be made by them, for the uſe of 
the public, of their method of dying ſcarlet and crimſon, as well as other 
colours on linen and cotton, — — — 5.00 © o 
Towards diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, — 15,500, 00 © 0 
For diſcharging certain other Exchequer bills, — 1,020,000. '0 o 
For ditto, - — — — — 500,000 o o 
For diſcharging the prizes of the lottery of 1778, — 490,000 0 © 
To replace to the ſinking fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame, to 
make good the deficiency of the fund for paying certain annuities, &. 40, 40 0 0 
To replace to ditto, the like ſum paid out of the ſame, on account of | 
certain other annuities, &c. — — — — 98,891 3 8 
To make good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of the year 1778, 66,744 4 31 
Deficiency in the land-tax, — — — 250, 00 © 0 
Ditto in the malt-tax, — — — : 200,000 © o 
5 Total Supplies, 15:7 29,654 5 44 
The Wars and Mz ans for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. DE. a; to 
Duty on malt, _ — — 750,000 o o 
Land tax at 48. — — — 2,000,000 oO Oo 
By annuities and lottery, — — — 7,490, 000 © o 
From the ſurplus of the ſtamp duties, &c. — — 15,297 10 51 
By certain ſurpluſſes of the ſinking fund, — — 235071,854 13 8; 
By Exchequer bills, — — — 1,500,000 O o 
By ditto, — N . 9 1,900,000 O O 
Certain monies remaining an the Exchequer, ſubje& to the diſpoſition —_ | 
of Parliament, — — 3 — 2,763 0 0 
Total of Ways and Means, — 15,729,915 4 1; 
Supplies granted, — 15,720,054 5 47 
Exceſs of proviſions, — 260 18 9 
A vote 
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The additional public debt fanded and a provided for this year, amounted  L. 3. d. 
to ſeven millions; the intereſt of which, at 3 per cent. per annum, is 210,000 | oO oO 

The additional annuity of gl. 158. per cent. per amm, for 29 years, 9 | 
amounted to . » : — ö 72 — | 262,500 o o 


— 4 4 _— 


6——— — A... 2ä( —-»— — 


Total amount, 472, 5 © 0 


„ 
— 


This fa was raiſed 1 in the following manner :— 
An additional duty of 5 per cent. on the full produce of the exciſe and 


cuſtoms; beer and ale, ſoap, candles, and hides excepted, _ 282,109 © o 
A tax on poſt-horſes, of 1d. per horſe, per mile, =_ 164,250 ©. 0 
An additional duty of 5 per cent. on cambric — — 36, 0 © © 

Total of new taxes, — 482,359 © © 


Intereſt of the additional public debt funded, 472,590 o © 


— — 


Enxceſs of new taxes, — — 9,859 © © 


— —— — 


The number of chriftenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, &c. from 
December 15, 1778, to December 14, 1779, is as follows: 


CHRISTENED. .- BuRIED. 
Males, 8,649 Males, 10,208 
Females, 8,129 Females, 10,212 
Total, 16,769 Total, 20,420 


159 An event which happened on the firſt day of this year, afforded ſome reaſon to expect that 
hoſtilities would take place between Great Britain and Holland before the concluſion of it. 

Of thoſe ſtates whoſe condu was hoſtile to this country during her conteſt with the Ame- 

rican colonies, there was not-one, all-circumſtances of relation between the two powers con- 


ſidered, which ſo immediately merited an inimical return as that of Holland. Since the com- 


mencement of this unfortunate diſpute, a clandeſtine commerce had been carried on between 
the Dutch and Americans, which was extremely advantageous to the latter. The encourage - 
ment given to the revolted colonies was without reſerve or the ſhadow of concealment, — They 
were not only ſupplicd with whatever Holland could afford them, but an open and ready re- 
ſpect was ſhewn to the American flag, in a manner FRAN with the honour and dignity 
of Great Britain. 

Memorials, as we have already ſeen, had TEAS frequently 3 by Sir Joſeph Yorke 
to the States-General concerning this unfriendly conduct in their ſubjects; and in one of them, 
it had been hinted rather forcibly, that the reſentment of the court of London would follow a 
further infringement of that good faith which.ought to bind all ſtates in friendſhip with each 
other. To ſuch remonſtrances, indeciſive anſwers, framed with much exterior reſpect, .were 

| Vor. IV. 1.1 1 returned; 


A vote of credit for one million was alſo granted this ſeſſion, and is be on the 
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x780 terne! but the correſpondence ſo n to the intereſts of Great Britain, an cont 


nued to be carried on without any change or diminution. 
On the commencement of hoſtilities with F rance, this inſidious ehm on . part of. 
Holland towards Great Britain, became more active, and even more apparent, than it had 
hitherto been. The dock-yards of France were ſupplied with all kinds of materials for the 
conſtruction and equipment of fleets, with as much care and diligence as if his Moſt Chriſtian” 


'Majeſty and the ſtates of Holland had been engaged in the cloſeſt alliance againſt Great 


Britain, 

It was natural for the Britiſh c court to- feel reſentment at ſuch BALE Re a ill- treatment; 
but went no further than to give orders for the ſeizure of ſuch Dutch veſſels as were found to 
be laden with naval ſtores, &c. for the French ports: and, in order to take away all reaſonable 
pretences of complaint from the Dutch, the Britiſh government, inſtead of making prizes of 
the veſſels laden with theſe hoſtile cargoes, adopted the generous determination of a former 
war, to purchaſe, at a fair valuation, all the naval ſtores that were on board the Dutch veſſels 
brought into the ports of Great Britain, to pay the freight of the cargoes, and to indemnify 
the proprietors in all the juſt expences and damages occafioned. by the detention of their 
veſſels. 

While, however, the court of Great Britain was coking frequent complaints of the inju- 
rious and faithleſs obſtinacy with which the Dutch merchants continued to furniſh the French 
with naval ſtores, - they, on the other hand, preſented a memorial to the States, remonſtrating 
againſt the ſeizure of their veſſels employed in that buſineſs, and requiring ſuch. a protection 
as would enable them to proſecute it in ſafety. 

France, in the mean time, ſenſible that ſuch reſources as came through the medium of 
Holland, were eſſentially neceſſary to the ſupport of her marine, inſiſted, in a very peremptory 
manner, that this branch of the Dutch trade ſhould be protected by the States, as well as every 
other; and threatened to conſider a relaxation of the demands made upon Great Britain by 
Holland, on this ſubject, as an infraction of the neutrality which Holland was bound to ob- 


ſerve between France and Great Britain, and as evident proof of partiality to the latter power. 


In order, however, to encourage the importation of naval ſtores, a regulation had been 
iſſued in France, by which advantages were granted to neutral veſſels as might induce them to 
ſupply its navy with thoſe materials neceſſary for its equipment: but, on the States-General 
not complying with the requiſition of the French miniſtry in the manner it had. propoſed, 
theſe advantages were revoked, in reſpect to, the ſubjects of the United Provinces, as we have 
related in the hiſtory of laſt year; with an exception, however, in favour of Amſterdam, which 
had warmly eſpouſed the cauſe of France, and demanded of the States the armament of a ſquad- 
ron for the protection of its navigation to that kingdom, againſt the Britiſh cruizers. 

The court of France muſt have been very conſcious of its powerful influence in the ſtates 


of Holland, to have aſſumed the power of preſcribing to them in what manner they ſhould 


obſerve their treaties with Great Britain: indeed, the French faction was at this time ſo pre- 
valent, that ſuch an inſulting act of pretended authority was not only received without reſent- 
ment, but repreſented as founded in particular friendſhip and general juſtice, On the other 
hand, the conduct of the Britiſh government was conſidered by the ſame party as injuſtifiable, 
and as aſſuming to itſelf an excluſive right of framing laws for the commercial A ALS 
between different ſtates. 

When 
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When Spain aodet to the confederacy againſt Great Britain; fimilar cauſes of complaint 
aroſe, and ſimilar repreſentations were made to the States-General: but the difficulties wherein 
we were involved, ſeemed to have infuſed into the Dutch an inveterate deſire to add to the 
diſtreſſes of a nation to whom they owed their political exiſtence, as a free people, and whoſe 
friendly and powerful band had frequently enn and delivered them from the greateſt 
dangers. 

At length, tlie requiſitions of France found a e, ee and a a of men of war 
was appointed by the States of the United Provinces to convoy a fleet of merchantmen laden 
with naval ſtores for the French navy. On the intelligence of their being ſailed arriving in 
England, a ſquadron was immediately diſpatched, under the command of Commodore Field- 
ing, to intercept them. On meeting the Dutch fleet, he requeſted the uſual permiſſion to 
ſearch them ; which being refuſed, in direct violation of the right eſtabliſhed by treaty, he 
ſent his boats, with ſtrict orders to inſiſt upon the examiriation- of their cargoes : theſe boats 
were fired upon by the Dutch commander, Count Byland, and prevented from executing the 
buſineſs on which they had been ordered ; whereupon Commodore Fielding fired a ſhot a-head 
of the Dutch admiral, who returned it with a broadfide ; the Enghſh commodore replied with 
another, when the former immediately ſtruck his colours. Many of the Dutch ſhips, how- 
ever, tliat were in the predicament which occaſioned the conteſt, had, from the length and 
darkneſs of the night, and by keeping cloſe to the ſhore, eſcaped the danger, and proceeded 
without interruption-to the French ports; thoſe that remained with naval ſtores on board, 
were ſtopped ; and the Dutch' admiral was then informed, that he was at liberty to hoiſt his 
colours, and proſecute his voyage : but he accepted only of the former part of the offer made 
him, refuſing to ſeparate from his convoy ; and, accordingly, with the whole fleet which re- 
mained with him, accompanied the Britiſh ſquadron to Spithead. 

The complaints of the States-General were very violent on this occafion ; nevertheleſs, there 
cannot be a doubt but that they had been guilty of a manifeſt violation of ſubſiſting treaties, by 
which the right of ſearch, in ſuch inſtances wherein it had been exerciſed by Great Britain, 
was incontrovertibly eſtabliſhed, But, at this moment, Holland was become a tool of France, 
and the influence of the latter was ſo commanding in the councils of the former, that while 
its ſubjects were permitted to aſſiſt the enemies of Great Britain in the moſt open and decided 
manner, they were prohibited, under very ſevere penalties, to furniſh the garriſon of Gibraltar 
with proviſions. 

This conduct betrayed a moſt unacconntable forgetfulneſs of the ties by which they were, 
and had been, ſo long connected with Great Britain, and of the acknowledged neceſſity of pre- 
ſerving that balance of power in Europe, in which Holland was more immediately concerned 
than any ſtate upon the continent. It alſo proved with what ſucceſs the enemies of England 
had exerted themſelves in ſetting afide the political ſyſtem that had ſo long prevailed in the re- 
public, to the interrupting that intimate and natural friendſhip with the Britiſh nation, the 
utility of which to Holland had been demonſtrated by the experience of two centuries. 

Incenſed at ſuch provocation, the court of Great Britain was determined to force an ex- 
plicit anſwer from the States-General reſpecting their ultimate intentions to this country.— 
The Britiſh ambaſſador at the Hague was therefore directed to renew the requifition for ſuc- 
cours, &c.; and he accordingly, on the 21ſt of March, preſented a memorial to the 5 
Purport :- — 
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* „The King, my Maſter, has always cultivated the friendſhip of your High Mi 
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glitineſe, 


and has always conſidered the-alliance hich has ſo long ſubſiſted between the tw nations, a; 


founded on the wiſeſt prinoipies, &c. Phe principal objects of that alliance, ſupported . 


the ſtrong baſis of common amereſt, ate the ſecurity and proſperity of the 
maintenance of publie tranquillity and the preſervation of that juſt equilibrium, which AY 


two ſtates, the 


been ſo often troabled by the ambitious. policy of the Houſe of Bourbon. 

© When the court of Verſailles, in direct violation of the public faith, and the common 
right of all ſovereigns, broke the peace, by a league made with his Majeſty's rebellious ſub. 
jects, which was avowed and formally declared by the Marquis de Noailles; when F rance, 


by immenſe preparations, manifeſted a deſign to annihilate the maritime power of England 


the King thought your High Mightineſſes too ſenſible not to ſee that the welfate of the re- 
public was ſo eloſely connected with that of Great Britain, as to induce you to haſten to its 
ſuccour. One of his Majeſty's firſt cares was to inform you of all the circumſtances of that 
unjuſt war; and, in the critical ſituation in which the King found himſelf, he did not forget 
the intereſts vf his ancient allies; but, on the contrary, ſhewed the ſincereſt defire to favour 


the trade and free navigation of the republic as much as the welfare of his people would per- 


mit. He even refrained a long time to claim the ſuccours ſtipulated by treaty; and, though 


he fulfilled his own engagements, did not require the ſame from your High Mightineſſes.— 


The reclamation in queſtion was not made till the united forces of France and Spain were 


ready to fall upon England at once, and attempt a landing with a formidable fleet. Although 
they were fruſtrated in that enterprize, the King's enemies are ſtill meditating the ſame pro- 
jects; and it is by the expreſs order of his Majeſty, that the underwritten again renews, in 


the moſt formal manner, the demand of the ſuccours ſtipulated by different treaties, and 
particularly that of 1716. ; | | 

«© Hitherto:your High Mightineſſes have been filent upon this eſſential article; whilſt you 
inſiſted upon a forced interpretation of the treaty of commerce of the year 1674, againſt the 


| abuſe of which Great Britain at all times proteſted. , This interpretation cannot be reconciled 


with the clear and particular ſtipulation of the ſecret article of the treaty of peace of the ſame 


.- year. An article of a treaty of commerce, cannot annul ſo eſſential an article of a treaty of 


peace; and both are expreſsly comprehended in the principal treaty, of alliance of 1678, by 
which your High Mightineſſes are obliged to furniſh his Majeſty with the required ſuccours. 


Vou are too wife, and too juſt, not to feel that all the engagements. between powers ought to be 


. : mutually and reciprocally obſerved ; and, although they were agreed upon at different periods, 


do alike bind the contracting parties, This inconteſtable principle is the more applicable here, 


as thetreaty of 1716 renews all the anterior engagements between the crown of England and 


4 


the. republic, and, in a manner, inclades them in one, 3 


1 The underwritten had further orders to declare to your High Mightineſſes, that he was 
ready to enter into a conference with you to regulate, in an amicable manner, all that was ne- 


- ceffary to prevent a miſunderſtanding, and every other diſagreeable event, by concerting mea- 
ſures which ſhould be both equitable and advantageous to both countries; but this amicable 


overture was refuſed in a manner as unexpected and extraordinary, as unuſual between two 


friendly powers: and without paying any attention either to the repeated public or private re- 


preſentations relative to convoys, you not only granted theſe convoys to different ſorts of naval 


fores, but more particularly ordered, that a certain number of men of war ſhould be ready, 


2 | for 
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2 the future, to convoy 45001 ammunition of all ſorts to the ports of France ; and that at 2 
time when the ſubjects of the republic enjoyed, by treaty, à liberty and extent of commerce 
far beyond what the right of nations grants to neutral powers. 

« This reſolution, and the orders given to Rear-admiral Count Byland, to oppoſe, by 
| force, the ſearching of the merchant-ſhips,' brought on an incident which the friendſhip of the 

King defired much to prevent: but it is notorious that that-admiral, in conſequence of his in- 
ſtructions, fired firſt at the boats under Engliſh colours, which were Ks to examine the 22 
in the manner preſcribed by the treaty of 1674. 

« This then is a manifeſt aggreſſion, — a direct violation of that ſame treaty which your 
High Mightineſſes ſeem to look upon as the moſt ſacred of all. His Majeſty had beforehand 
made reiterated repreſentations upon the neceſſity and juſtice of the examination, which had 
taken place in all analogous circumſtances, and is fully authorized by the treaty. They were 
apprized in London that a number of veſſels were at the Texel, laden with navab ftores, and 
particularly with maſts and large ſhip-building timber, ready to fail for France, with, or under 
Dutch convoy. The event proved the truth of theſe informations, as ſeveral of thefe-veſſels 
were found under the ſaid convoy; and the greateſt part of them eſcaped, and furniſhed: 
France with very efficacious ſupplies, of which they ſtood in great need. Whilſt your High 
Mightineſſes thus aſſiſted the King's enemies, by favouring the tranſportation» of theſe ſuc- 
cours, you impoſed an heavy penalty on thoſe ſubjects of the republic who ſhould ſupply the 


garriſon of Gibraltar with proviſions, although that place was comprehended in the general 


guarantee of all the Britiſh poſſeſſions in Europe; and although, at that moment, Spain had 
diſturbed the trade of the republic in an unprecedented and outrageous manner. 

„It is not only on theſe occaſions that the conduct of your High Mightineſſes towards the 
King, and towards the enemies of his Majefty, holds up a ſtriking contraſt to the impartial 
eyes of all the world: No one can be ignorant of what paſſed in the affair of Paul Jones ;— 
the aſylum granted to that pirate, was directly contrary to the treaty of Breda, in 1667, and 
to your placard, in 1756 :—Befides which, although your High Mightineſſes have kept, and 
ſtill continue to keep, an abſolute filence relative to the juſt reclamations of his Majeſty, yet, 
upon the fimple requeſt of the King's enemies, you aſſured them you would obſerve a ſtrict 
and unlimited neutrality, without any exceptions of the ancient I of the republic, 
founded on the moſt folemn treaties, 

„% Notwithſtanding all this, the King-is willing to Leibes bimſelf that. all which has 
paſſed, is leſs to be attributed to the real ſentiments of your High: Mlightineſſes, than to the 
artifices of his enemies; who, after ſowing diſcord between the members of the ſtates, have, 
by threats and promiſes, endeavoured to ſet them againſt their ancient ally. 

His Majefty cannot think that your High Mightinefles have reſolved to lads Fſtem 
that the republic has kept to for more than a century with ſo much fucceſs and glor. 

«© But if ſuch is the reſolution of your High Mightineſſes,—it you are determined to break 
the alliance with Great Britain, by refuſing to fulfil your engagements, things will bear a new 
face: the King will fee any ſuch change with a very ſenſible regret, but the conſequences will 
be neceſſary and inevitable. If, by an act of your High Mightineſſes, tlie republic ſhould 
ceaſe to be an ally of his Majeſty, the relations between the two nations are totally changed, 
and they have no other connections, no other ties, than thoſe which ſubſiſt between neutral 
powers in friendſhip and unity. Every treaty being reciprocal, if you will not fulfil your en- 


bagements, the conſequenee muſt be, that thoſe on the part of the King ceaſe to be any longer 
binding. 
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1780 binding. It is in departing from theſe. incanteſtable principles, that his Majeſty has ordeted 

© x the underwritten to declare to your High Mightinefles, in the moſt amicable, but yet the moſt 

: WY Rs ſerious manner, that if, contrary to his juſt expectations, your High Mightineſſes do not, in 
the courſe of three weeks, from the day of the repreſentation of this memorial, give a ſatisfic. 

tory anſwer relative to the ſuccours reclaimed eight months ago, his Majeſty will conſider 


look upon the United Provinces in any other light than on the footing of other.neutral powers, 
unprivileged by treaty ; and, conſequently, will ſuſpend, till further orders, all the - particular 
ſtipulations of the treaties made in favour of the ſabjects of the republic, particularly thoſe of 
the treaty of 1674, and will only hold to the general principles of the right of nations, which 
ſerves as a rule for neutral and unprivileged powers. , 


„ 


T8 | (Signed) __'Josten Yorke,” 
To this memorial the following proviſional anſwer was given: 
„That their High Mightineſſes are very defirous to coincide with the wiſhes of his Britih 
Majeſty, by giving a poſitive anſwer to the memorial delivered by his ambaſſador; but 
that their High Mightineſſes foreſee, that from the nature of the government of the. republic, 


upon by the different provinces, and their reſolutions waited for. That they are aſſured his 
Majeſty would not wiſh rigorouſly to keep to the before-mentioned time ; but that their High 
Mightinefles might be able to conclude upon an anſwer conformable to the conſtitution of the 
republic, in which they had no right to make any alteration ; and they promiſe to accelerate 
the deliberations upon that head as much as poſſible.” Gas 2 
This reply was conſidered, and with great juſtice, by the Britiſh miniſtry, as a mere evaſion. 
The States-General had already been eight months in poſſeſſion of the requeſt now repeated; 
| ſo that it could be confidered as nothing leſs than an inſult to require a longer time to delibe- 
= . | rate upon the buſineſs. It was therefore determined by the court of Great Britain, to put in 
[ force, conformably to the notice which had been given, the ſuſpenſion of the privileges en- 
joyed by the ſubjects of Holland, in virtue of the conceſſions made in their favour by former 
treaties, —'T he following declaration therefore was publiſhed on the 17th of April: 

«© Whereas, ſince the commencement of the war in which Great Britain is engaged by the 
unprovoked aggreſſion of France and Spain, repeated memorials have been preſented by his 
Majeſty's ambaſſador to the States- General of the United Provinces, demanding the-ſuccours 
ſtipulated by treat; to which requiſition, though ſtrongly called upon in the laſt memorial, 
of the 21ſt of March, their High Mightinefles have given no anſwer, nor ſignified any inten- 
tion of compliance therewith : and, whereas by the non-performance of the cleareſt engage- 
ments, they deſert the alliance that has ſo long ſubfiſted between the crown of Great Britain 
and the republic, and place themſelves in the condition of a neutral power, bound to this 
kingdom by no treaty, every principle of wiſdom and juſtice requires that his Majeſty ſhould 
conſider them henceforward as ſtanding only in that diſtant relation in which they have placed 
themſelves.—His Majeſty, therefore, having taken this matter into his royal confideration, 
doth, by and with the advice of his privy council, judge it expedient to carry into immediate 
execution thoſe intentions which were formally notified in the memorial preſented by his am- 
baſſador on the 21ſt of March laſt, and previouſly fignified in an official verbal declaration, 
made by Lord Viſcount Stormont, one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, to Count 
Welderen, envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary from the republic, nearly about two 

| months 
3 


ſuch conduct as breaking off the alliance on the part of your High Mightineſſes, and will not 


it is impoſſible to return an anſwer in three weeks time; as the memorial muſt be deliberated 


y 


x. D 
3780 


. 


o» THE ORTGIN OF COMMERCE 271 


„months before the delivery of the aforeſaid memorial. For theſe cauſes, his Majeſty, by and 


with the advice of his privy council,” doth declare, that the ſubjects of the United Provinces 
are henceforward to be confidered upon the ſame footing with thoſe of other neutral ſtates not 
privileged by treaty; and his Majeſty dotly hereby ſuſpend, proviſionally, and till further 


order, all rhe particular ſtipulations reſpecting the freedom of navigation and commerce, in- 


time of war, of the ſubjects of the States-General, contained in the ſeveral treaties now ſub- 


fiſting between his Majeſty and the republic, and more particularly thoſe contained in the 


marine treaty between Great Britain and the United Provinces, concluded at London, De- 
cember e 166. ebene = 

« From a humane regard to the intereſts of individuals, and x defire to prevent their ſuf- 
fering by any ſurprize, his Majeſty, &c. doth declare, that the effect of this his Majeſty's 


order thall take place at the following terms, viz. 


In the Channel and the North ſeas, twelve days after the date hereof. 
« From the Channel, the Britiſh ſeas, and the North ſeas, as far as the Canary iſlands in- 
cluſively, either in the ocean or Mediterranean, the term ſhall be fix weeks, from the afore- 


ſaid date. 


« Three months from the ſaid Canary iſlands as far as the equinoctial line or equator, 
« And, laſtly, fix months beyond the ſaid line or equator, and in all other parts of the 
world, without any exception, or other more particular deſcription of time and place. 
een (Signed) «© STEPHEN Cor TREL.“ 
The beginning of this year was alſo marked by a very extraordinary meaſure adopted in the 
north of Europe, where a power, which, however great in itſelf, was of little maritime conſe- 


quence, now took upon her to dictate a new code of maritime laws to mankind, in many 


reſpects eſſentially differing from thoſe which had, for ſeveral hundred years, been eſtabliſhed 
amongſt commercial nations, and went directly to the deſtruction of that ſovereignty or pre- 
eminence on the ocean, which had been ſo long claimed and maintained by this country : this 
was the manifeſto or declaration iſſued by the court of Peterſburg, on the 26th of February, 
to the courts of London, of Verſailles, and of Madrid; which was the firſt ſtep towards form- 
ing that powerful naval confederacy between the northern powers, to which moſt of the neu- 
tral ſtates afterwards acceded. Of a tranſaction fo new to the commercial world, we ſhall bor 
row the following brief account from the pen of a gentleman, who, from ſituation and talents, 
was perfectly qualified to write on the ſubject. | 

The jealouſy entertained by the maritime powers of Europe of the pre-eminence exerci- 
ſed by Great Britain at ſea, had operated hitherto but covertly and indirectly. ExpeRing that 
the union of the. Houſe of Bourbon would have proved ſufficient to give it an effectual check, 
they had remained paſſive ſpectators of a conteſt, which they imagined would not fail to ter- 
minate to the diſadvantage of this country: ſo great and potent a combination as that of 
France, Spain, and America, ſeemed to promiſe, without any additional aid, to bring the- 
maritime ſtrength of Britain to that ſtate of diminution, which was the general wiſt and aim 
of European politics, 

*© But when it was found that the ſpirit and exertions of this country were ſuch, as afforded 
little hope that even this mighty confederacy would ſucceed, in compaſſing this long defired ob- 


ject, a determination was taken by all the remaining powers to form a, naval combination, in 
order to effect it, | | 


& Pretences 


. 


— 
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e Pretences-for a meaſure of this kind were not wanting The activity and number of Bri. 


| tiſh privateers had rendered them univerſal objeQs of terror, not only to the commercial ſhip- 


ping of their enemies, but to the numerous veſſels belonging to other powers, that were em. 
ployed in furniſhing them with ſuch articles as were not conſiſtent with a ſtrict and fair neu- 


trality. Goods coming under this deſcription, in the plaineſt and moſt incontrovertible man. 


ner, were nevertheleſs often made a ſubject of litigation, and the letter of treaties was wreſ 


which they were dictated. 


in order to put a wrong interpretation upon them, in evident contradiction of the ſpirit by 
As the Britiſh miniſtry infiſted, on the other hand, on the propriety and lawfulneſs of 
ſeizing articles of this nature, contentions aroſe between Great Britain and the various power; 
to which the veſſels laden with ſuch articles belonged. Indeed, the right of preventing ſup. 
plies from being carried to the enemy was fo manifeſt, that nothing but an inclination to make 
uſe of any opportunity to quarrel with this nation, could have prompted that eagerneſs with 
which all Europe ſeemed to conſpire in refuſing to admit the validity of arguments upon which 


the conduct of the Britiſh government was founded. 


© The principles alleged in its defence were derived from ancient and long received prac- 
tice.: they had, fer ages, conſtituted that part of the law of nations which relates to the uſages 
eſtabliſhed in civilized countries in times of war. They formed ſo powerful a barrier to the 
deſigns in agitation againſt Great Britain, that while their validity was allowed, no juſt com- 


plaint could be framed againſt the conduct of the Britiſh miniſtry. 


«© The only method therefore to arraign it, was to call in queſtion the rectitude of thoſe 


principles, and to eſtablifh a new ſyſtem of maritime laws, contrary to thoſe which had been 


ſo long in force. By theſe means, the pretences of Britain would be overthrown, and the 
right ſhe claimed of intercepting the ſupplies carried to her enemies would be entirely annulled. 
«© That power which took the lead in the promulgation of this new ſyſtem was Ruſſia; — 


a power that ought, according to all the rules of what ſeemed juſt policy, to have aQted a 


friendly part to Britain, and to have diſcountenanced a meaſure which tended ſo manifeſtly to 


injure her. 


It was under the protection of theſe ancient maxims and cuſtoms, that Britain main- 


tained the arduous conflict againſt ſo many powerful enemies, with no ſmall ſucceſs :—lt was 


for that reaſon alone, that Europe determined they ſhould undergo a total alteration. 
«© Whatever might be the ſecret motives for ſuch an extraordinary determination in the 


court of Ruſſia, it was with juſt ſurprize the court of Great Britain received notice that it had 


formed a code of naval regulations, which militated, in the moſt direct manner, againſt the 
practices hitherto obſerved in Europe, and were evidently levelled at the maritime power of 
this country. 5 

% It was a matter of peculiar aſtoniſhment that Ruſſia ſhould be at the head of a combina - 
tion ſo injurious to Great Britain. The favours ſhe had received from the Britiſh govern- 
ment, in her late war with the Turks, and ſtill more, the commercial benefits reſulting from 
a connection with this country, ſeemed to ſecure the good-will of Ruſſia, and even its affil- 
tance, in caſe of neceſſity: little therefore was it expected, that it ſhould prove the firſt of all 
European potentates in that inimical declaration, the intent of which was to deprive Great 
Britain of the principal reſources that enabled her to maintain her ground in the midſt of ſo 
many difficulties. 
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« In taking a ſtep of ſuch an 1 nature, Ruſſia had previouſly uſed the precau- 
tion of ſecuring the concurrence of all her neighbours :—So formidable was the impreſſion of 
the power and ſpirit of England, notwithſtanding the perils which ſarrounded her, that none 
of the northern powers durſt preſume, alone and ra CIA by the others, to enter the liſts 
againſt her in ſuch an hoſtile and deciſive manner. | 

« Denmark and Sweden accordingly joined with Ruſſia in this naval confederacy ; to lich | 
Holland, and even Portugal, were invited to accede: ſo prevalent and ſo powerful was the 
univerſal malevolence to Britain, and ſo unqueſtionably was it reputed the intereſt of Europe 
to co- operate in the humiliation of her maritime grandeur. In this manner was formed chat 
aſſociation of the neutral powers of ep inf this country, which ann = denomi- 
nation of THE ARMED NEUTRALITY.” 

As this tranſaction was, in all its circumſtances, ſo very e eee and 1 ſuch 
a bold innovation on the commercial law of nations, we ſhall not only give the convention 
for an armed neutrality at large, but ſhall precede it with the different declarations of the neu- 
tral ſtates, and the anſwers of the belligerent powers. 

Declaration of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, to the courts of London, of Verſailles, and of Madrid: 

« The Empreſs of Ruſſia has ſo well manifeſted the ſentiments of juſtice, of equity, and of 
moderation, by which ſhe is animated, and has given ſuch convincing proofs, during the war 
which ſhe ſuſtained againſt the Ottoman Porte, of the ſtrict regard which ſhe has for the rights 
of neutrality, and the liberty of commerce in general, that ſhe may fairly appeal to the teſti- 
mony of all Europe. This conduct, as well as the principles of impartiality which ſhe has 
manifeſted during this preſent war, might have inſpired her with the juſt confidence, that her 
ſubjects would likewiſe peaceably enjoy the fruit of their induſtry, and of the advantages be- 
longing to all neutral nations. Experience has, however, proved the contrary : not theſe con- | 
ſiderations, nor the regard due and preſcribed by the univerſal law of nations, have prevented 
her Imperial Majeſty's ſubjects from being often moleſted in their navigation, and retarded in 
their operations,: by the ſhips and privateers of the belligerent powers, 

** Theſe vexations offered to the liberty of commerce in general, and to that of Ruſſia in 

particular, are of ſuch a nature, as to excite the attention of ſovereigns, and of all neutral 
nations. Her Imperial Majeſty finds herſelf under the obligation of freeing herſelf therefrom, 
by all means compatible with her dignity, and the welfare of her ſubje&s :—But before ſhe 
means to come to any ſerious meaſures, and in order fincerely to prevent all new miſunder- 
ſtandings, her Imperial Majeſty has thought it juſt and equitable to expoſe to the eyes of all 
Europe, the principles which ſhe has adopted for her conduct, and which are the moſt proper 
to prevent all future diſagreement. Her Imperial Majeſty does this with ſo much' the more 
confidence, as ſhe finds theſe principles contained in the laws of the primitive people, which 
all nations have a right to claim, and which the belligerent powers cannot invalidate, without 
violating the laws of neutrality, and without diſowning the maxims which they have adopted 
themſelves, in their different treaties and public engagements. They are contained in the fol- 
lowing points:. | | 


J. That neutral ſhips ſhall enjoy a free navigation, even from port to port, and on the 
coaſts of the belligerent powers. 
II. That all effects belonging to the ſubje&s of he! ſaid: belligerent powers, ſhall be 


looked upon as free on board ſuch neutral ſhips, except ory ſuch goods as are ſtipulated to be 
contraband, 
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% 1II. That her Imperial Majeſty, for the proper underſtanding ef this, refers to the wi 
cles N. and XI. of her treaty of eommerde with Great WN N mr" Dblixativhs to 
#1 the other belligerent powers. 

„IV. That In ofder to determine what eharaQterives a pott blacked uh, that Gbemin. 
tion ſhall not be granted but to ſuch plates before which there are actually a n 
ſhips ſtativned near enough, fo as to make its entry dangerous. | 

«© V. That theſe ptineiples ſhall ſerve as rules in the Judicial proceedings and bones 
upon the legality 6f prizes. 

% Her Imperial Majeſty, in manifeſting thoſe prineiples before all Europe; at the rt time 
declares, that ſhe is firmly reſelved to maintain them, and in 6rdet to protect the honour of 
her flag, and the ſecurity of the commerce and navigation of her ſubjects apainſt whomſoever; 
in donſequence wheteof, ſhe has given an order te fit out a conſiderable part of her naral 
forces. This meaſute has, however, no lufluente on the ſtrict and rigorous neutrality which 
her Imperial Majeſty is reſolved religiouſly to obſerve, and Which The ſhall obſerve 25 long as 
ſhe ſhall not be provoked and forced to depart from thoſe principles of moderation and perfect 
impartiality. It is only in this extremity that her fleet will be ordered to act, wherever her 
honour, intereſt, and neceſſity ſhall require. 

% In giving this formal aſſurance, With all the frankneſs ſo congenial to her character, her 
Imperial Majeſty eannot but expect that the belligerent powers, ſenſible of the fentirnents of 


enempy's | 


juſtice and equity with which ſhe is animated, will contribute to the accompliſhment of her 


ſalutary views, which tend ſo manifeſtly to the welfare of all nations, and to the advantages 


even of thoſe at war; that in conſequence thereof, they will provide their courts of admiralties, 


their officers, and commanders, with proper inſtructions, analogous and conformable to the 
principles hete above-mentioned, and drawn from the primitive code of Ne, and ſo oſten 
adopted in their own conventions. 

« Peterſburg, Ftbrnary 26, 1780. (Signed) „ CATHARINA,” 

And lower, 
By order of her Imperial Majeſty, 
(Signed) * PRNIX.“ 
Declaration of the King of Denmark to the ſame court - 

& Tf the moſt exact and perfect neutrality, with the moſt regular navigation, and the moſt 
inviolable reſpe& to treaties, could have kept free the commerce of the ſubjects of the King of 
Denmark and Norway from the inroads of the powers with whom he is at peace, free and in- 
dependent, it would not be neceſſary to take meaſures to inſure to his fubſects that liberty to 
which they have the moſt incontrovertible right. The King of Denmark has always founded 
his glory and his grandeur upon the eſteem and confidence of other people. It has been bis 
rule, from the beginning of his reign, to teſtify to all the powers, his friends, a condutt the 
moſt capable of convincing them of his pacific intentions, and of his deſire to contribute to 
the general happineſs. of Europe. His proceedings have always been .confotmable to theſe 
principles, againſt which nothing can be alleged; he has not, till now, addreſſed himſelf but 
to the powers at war to obtain a redreſs of his griefs; and he has never wanted moderation in 
his demands, nor acknowledgments, when they have received the ſucceſs they deſerved, —But 
the neutral navigation has been too often moleſted, and the moſt innocent commerce of his 
ſubjects too frequently troubled ; fo that the King finds himſelf obliged to take proper mea- 
ſures to aſſure to himſelf and allies, the ſafety of commerce and navigation, and the mainte- 
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3 of the inſeparable rights of liberty and independence. If the duties of neutrality are 
ſacred, the law of nations has alſo its rights, avowed by all impartial powers, eſtabliſhed by 
cuſtom, and founded upon equity and reaſon, A nation independent and neuter, docs not 
loſe by the wars of others the rights which ſhe had before the war, becauſe peace exiſts between 
per and all the belligerent powers. Without receiving or being obliged to follow the laws of 
either of them, ſhe is allowed to follow, in all places, (contraband excepted) the traffic which 
ſhe would-have a right to do, if peace exiſted with all Europe, as it exiſts with her. The 
King pretends to nothing beyond what the neutrality allows him :— This is his rule, and that 
of his people; and the King cannot accord to the principle, that a power at war has a right to 
interrupt the commerce of his ſubjects. He thinks it due to himſelf and his ſabjeQs, faithful 
obſervers of theſe rules, and to the powers at war themſelves, to declare to them the following 
principles, which he has always held, and which he will always avov; and maintain, in con- 
cert with the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, whoſe ſentiments. he finds entirely conformable with 
his own.” + 5 

Here follow the propoſed principles of neutrality, exactly correſponding with thoſe adopted 
by Rufſia.] Wy | 

Declaration of the King of Sweden to the ſame courts :— 

« Eyer ſince the beginning of the preſent war, the King has taken particular care to mani- 
feſt his intentions to all Europe. He impoſed upon himſelf the law of a perfect neutrality ; he 
futilled all the duties thereof with the moſt ſcrupulous exactitude: and, in conſequence there- 
of, he thought himſelf entitled to all the prerogatives naturally appertaining to the qualifica- 
tion of a ſovereign perfectly neuter. But notwithftanding this, his commercial ſubjects have 
been obliged to claim his protection, and his Majeſty has found himſelf under the neceſſity to 
grant it to them. | 

«© To effect this, the King ordered, laſt year, a certain number of men of war to be fitted 
out. He employed a part thereof on the coaſts of his kingdom, and die reft ſerved as convoys 
for the Swediſh merchant-ſhips, in the different ſeas which the commerce of his ſubjects re- 
quired them to navigate. He acquainted the ſeveral belligerent powers with theſe meaſures, 
and was preparing to continue the fame during the courſe of this year, when other courts, who 
had likewife adopted a perfect neutrality, communicated their ſentiments unto him, which 
the King found entirely conformable to his own, and tending to the ſame object. 

The Empreſs of Ruſſia cauſed a declaration to be delivered to the courts of London, 
Verſailles, and Madrid, in which ſhe acquainted them of her reſolution to protect the com- 
merce of her ſubjects, and to defend the univerfal rights and prerogatives of neutral nations. — 
This declaration was founded upon fuch juſt principles of the law of nations, and the ſub- 
atting treaties, that it was impoſſihle to call them into queſtion, The King found them en- 
tirely concordant with his own cauſe, and with the treaty concluded in the year 1666, between 
Sweden and France; and his Majeſty could not forbear to acknowledge and to adopt the ſame 
principles, not only with regard to thoſe powers with whom the faid treaties are in force, but 
alſo with regard to ſuch others as are already engaged in the prefent war, or may be involred 
therein hereafter, and with whom the King has no treaties to reclaim. Tt is the univerfal law ; 
and when there are no particular engagements exiſting, it becomes obligatory upon all nations, 

In conſequence thereof, the King declares hereby again, that he will obſerve the ſame 
neutrality, and with the ſame exactitude as he has hitherto done. He will enjoin all his ſub- 
ects, under rigorous pains, not to act in any manner whatever contrary to the duties which a 
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"OY ſtrict neatrality impoſes upon them; but he will effeQually protect their lawful commerce, 


all poſſible means, whenever they N on the ſame eee to the er here above. 
mentioned. 5 
But previous to the court of Sweden's final acceſſion to ths otic . propoſed b 
Ruſſia, ſhe required an explanation from that court relative to the following particulars:— 

I. How, and in what manner, a eve; Hen Oaks and mutual aſliſtance ſhall ks. 
given ? | 

« II. Whether 4 particular power ſhall be obliged to n Po hz commerce of 
the whole ; or, if in the mean time, it may CONN a part of its armament. in the Protektion ok 
its on particular commerce? 

« III. If ſeveral of theſe combined ſquadrons ſhould meet, or, for example; one or more 
of their veſſels, what ſhall be the rule of their conduct towards cach. other, and how far ſhall 


the neutral protection extend? 


« TV. It ſeems eſſential to agree upon the manner in which Wp mall be made 
to the powers at war, if, notwithſtanding our meaſures, their ſhips of war, or armed veſſels, 
ſhould continue to interrupt our commerce in any manner. -Muſt theſe remonſtrances be 


made in the general name of the united powers, or ſhall each particular power plead its own 


cauſe only ? | 

« V. Laſtly, it appears ſentially neceſſary to provide againſt this poſſible event,—where 
one of the united powers ſeeing itſelf driven to extremities againſt any of the powers actually 
at war, ſhould claim the affiſtance of the allies in this convention to do her juſtice : -in what 


manner can this be beft concerted ?—A circumſtance which equally requires a ſtipulation, that 


the repriſals, in that caſe, ſhall not be at the will of ſuch party injured, but that the common 
voice ſhall decide: otherwiſe, an individual power might, at its pleaſure, draw the reſt, againſt 
their inclinations and intereſts, into diſagreeable extremities, or break' the whole league, and 
reduce matters inth their original ſtate, which would render the whote fruitleſs, and of 'no 
effect. 

To theſe queries the court of Ruſſia returned the following anſwer 

© I. As to the manner in which protection and mutual affiſtance ſhall be granted, it muſt 
be ſettled by a formal convention, to which all the neutral powers will be invited; the prin- 
cipal end of which is, to inſure a free navigation to the merchant- ſhips of all nations. When- 
ever ſuch veſſel ſhall have proved, from its papers, that it carries no contraband goods, the 
protection of a ſquadron, or veſſels of war, ſhall be granted her, under whoſe care ſhe ſhall 
put herſelf, and which ſhall prevent her being interrupted. From hence it follows: 

+ Il. That each power muſt concur in the general ſecurity of commerce. In the mean 
time, the better to accompliſh this object, it will be neceſſary to ſettle, by means of a ſeparate 
article, the places and diſtances which may be judged proper for the ſtation of each power. — 
From that method will ariſe this advantage, that all the ſquadrons of the allies will form a kind 
of chain, and be able to aſſiſt each other: the particular arrangement to be confined only to 
the knowledge of the allies, though the convention, in all other points, will be communica- 


ted to the powers at war, accompanied with all the proteſtations of a ſtrict neutrality. 


III. It is undoubtedly the principle of a perfect equality which muſt regulate this point. 
We ſhall follow the common mode with regard to ſafety. In caſe the ſquadrons ſhould meet 
and engage, the commanders will conform to the uſages of the ſea-ſervice; becauſe, as is ob- 
ſerved above, the reciprocal protection, under theſe conditions, ſhould be unlimited. 
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40 „Iv. It ſeems expedient, that the API ROS 3 in this article, be made by 
the party aggrieved ; and that the miniſters of the other 8 powers * thoſe re- 
monſtrances in the moſt forcible and efficacious manner. | 

„V. We feel all the IS of this. ene and; to render it clear, | it is necet- 


ſary to diſtinguiſh the caſe. % 


« If any one of the allied powers ſhould ſuffer itſelf to be den in > by motrves contrary to 
the eſtabliſhed principles of a neutrality and perfect impartiality, ſhould injure its laws, or ex- 
tend their bounds, it cannot certainly be expected that the others ſhould eſpouſe the quarrel ; 


on the contrary, ſuch a conduct would be deemed an abandoning the ties which united them. 


But if the inſult offered to one of the allies ſhould be hoſtile to the principles adopted and an- 
nounced in the face of all Europe, or ſhould be marked with the character of hatred and ani- 


moſity, inſpired by reſentment,” theſe common meaſures. of the confederation, which have 


no other tendency than to make, in a preciſe and irrevocable manner, laws for the liberty of 
commerce, and the rights of every neutral nation,—then it ſhall be held indiſpenſable for the 
united powers to make a common cauſe of it, (at ſea only) without its being a ground-work. 
for other operations, as theſe connections are purely maritime, having no other Wy than 
naval commerce and navigation. i 

« From all that is faid above, it evidently reults; that the common will of all, founded 
upon the principles admitted and adopted by the contracting parties muſt alone decide, and 
that it will always be the fixed baſis of the conduct and operations of this union. Finally, 


we ſhall obſerve, that theſe conventions ſuppoſe no other naval armament than what ſhall be 


conformable to circumſtances, according as thoſe ſhall render them neceſſary, or as may be 


agreed. It is probable that this agreement, once ratified. and eſtabliſhed, will be of the greateſt 


conſequence; and that the belligerent powers will find in it fufficient motives to perſuade them 
to reſpect the neutral flag, and prevent their provoking the reſentment of a reſpectable com- 
munion, founded under the auſpices of the moſt evident juſtice, and the ſole idea of which is 
received with the univerſal applauſe of all impartial Europe.” 
The following anſwer was given. by his Britannic Majeſty to the declaration of the Em- 
preſs of Ruſha :— 
« During the courſe of the war wherein his Britannic Majeſty finds himſelf 5 


through the unprovoked aggreſſion of France and Spain, he hath conſtantly manifeſted his 


ſentiments of juſtice, equity, and moderation, in every part of his conduct. His Majeſty 
hath acted towards friendly and neutral powers according to their own procedure reſpecting 
Great Britain, and conformably to the cleareſt principles generally acknowledged as the laws 
of nations, being the only law between powers where no treaties ſubſift, and agreeably to the 


tenor of his different engagements with other powers; thoſe engagements have altered this 


primitive law, by mutual ſtipulations, proportioned to the will and convenience of the con- 
tracting parties. | 

** Strongly attached to her Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, by the tie of . friendſhip and 
common intereſt, the King, from the commencement of thoſe troubles, gave the moſt pre- 
ciſe orders reſpecting the flag of her Imperial Majeſty, and the commerce of her ſubjects, 
agreeably to the laws of nations, and the tenor of the engagements ſtipulated by his treaty of 
commerce with her, and to which he ſhall adhere with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs. 


* The orders to this intent have been renewed, and the utmoſt care will be taken for their 
ſtricteſt execution. b 
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ment contrary to theſe repeated orders take place, the courts of admiralty, which in this, ls 


all other countries, are eſtabliſhed to take cognizance of ſuch matters, and in all caſeg ds 
judge ſolety by the laws of nations, and by the ſpecthe fipulations of different treaties, 
redreſs every hardſhip in ſo equitable a manner, that her Imperial Majeſty ſhall be 
ſatisſied, and acknowledge a like ſpirit of juſtice which ſhe herſelf poſſefſes.” 

Anſwer of the French King to the declaration. of the Empreſs of Ruſſia :— 


will 
perfectly 


„ The war in which the King finds himſelf engaged, having no other objeQt than bis at. 
tachment to the principtes of perfect liberty at fea, his Majefty could not but with great ſatis. 
faction behold the Empreſs of Ruſſta adopting the fame principles, and at the ſame time ex- 
preſſing a fum reſolution to maintain them. What her Imperial Majeſty chims from the bel. 
ligerent powers, is nothing elſe than the rules preſcribed to the French navy; the execution 
whereof is maintained with an exaQitude known and applauded by all Europe. 

The ſteedom of cotnmerce of neutral ſhips, reftrained only in = very few caſes, is the 
dire reſult of the law of nature, the ſafe-guard of nations, the relief even of thoſe who are 
afflicted by the calamities of war. The King has therefore been always defirons to procure, 
not only to the ſubjeQs of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, but alſa*to thoſe of all other ates that have 
adopted a ſtri& neutrality, the liberty to navigate the ſeas on the fame conditions as are men- 
tioned in the declaration, to which his Majeſty is hereby giving an anſwer. 

<< The King flattered himſelf with having made a great ſtep towards the general welfare, and 


1 with having prepared a glorious æta for his reign, in fixing, by his example, the rights which 


all belligerent powers might, and ſhould acknowledge, as belonging to neutral ſhips. His 
hopes have not been decreaſed, ſince the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in adopting the ftrifteſt neutrality, 
has declared herſelf for the ſame ſyſtem, which the King maintains at the price of the blood 


of his people; and as ſhe claims the ſame rights which his Majeſty withes to make the foun- 


dation of a maritime code of law. 
If it were neceſſary to iſſue freſh orders, that the fhips of her Imperial Majeſty's fubjects 


might not be under any apprehenſion of being interrupted in their navigation by any of the 


King's ſubjects, his Majeſty would be very ready to iſſue them; but the Emprefs of Ruſſia 
will undoubtedly rely on his Majefty's diſpoſitions, which are contained in the different regu- 


lations that have been publiſhed. They do not depend upon cireumſtances; —they are founded 


upon the law of nations ;—and they are becoming a Prince who is happy enough to find al- 


ways in the general proſperity the meafure of that of his kingdom. The King only wiſhes 


Ruſſia, as his Majeſty takes part in the ſentiments and motives which have engaged that Prin- 


that her Imperial Majeſty would more explicitly fix the nature of merchandizes which ſhall be 
reputed contraband in times of war, and give more preciſc rules for the form. of clearances, 
and other papers, wherewith the Rufhan ſhips ſhall be provided, 

„With this precaution, his Majeſty js well affured that no accident whatever will happen, 
which might make him repent to have rendered, as much as lay in his power, the condition 
of the Ruſſian navigators as advantageous as it is poffible in time of war. Other happy cir- 
cumſtances have already convinced both courts, at ſeveral times, of what conſequence it is to 
explain themſelves with frankneſs and fincerity upon their reſpective intereſts. | 

+ The King is happy in having an opportunity to expreſs to her Imperial Majeſty has ſen- 
timents upon a point fo intereſting to Ruſſia, and all the commercial powers of Europe.— 
And he applauds the more fincerely the principles and views winch dire& the Empreſs of 
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0 keis to adopt meaſures, from which ſolid advantages will undoubtedly ae 9 her 
ſobjefts, but alſo to all nations. 2 
Verſailles, April 28, 17 80. 
Anſwer from the King of Spain to the Deriatutiva of the Empreſs of Ruſk. oG 

„The King being informed of the Empreſs's ſentiments with reſpect to the belligerent and 
neutral powers, by a memorial remitted to the Comte de Florida Blanca, on the 1 5th inſtant, 
vy Mr. Etienne de Zinowief, Miniſter to her Imperial Majeſty : the King condders this as the 
effect of a juſt confidence whith his Majeſty has on his part merited; and it is yet more agree- 
able that the principles adopted by this Tovereign mould be the fame as have always guided the 
King, and which his Majeſty has for a long time, but without ſucceſs, endeavoured to cauſe 
England to ebferve, while Spain remained neuter, Theſe principles are founded in juſtice, 
equity and moderation; and thefe ſame principles Ruſſia and all the other powers have expe- 
rienced in the reſolutions formed by his Majeſty; and it has been entirely owing to the con- 
duct of the Engliſh navy, both in the laſt and the preſent war, (a condutt wholly ſubverſive 
of the received rules among neatral powers) that his Majefty has been obliged to follow their 
example; fince the Engliſh paying no reſpect to a neutral flag, if the ſame be laden with effects. 
belonging to the enemy, even if the articles ſhould not be contraband, and that flag not uſing 
any means of defending itſelf, there could not be any juſt cauſe why Spain ſhould not make 
repriſals, to indemnify herſelf for the great diſadvantages ſhe muſt otherwiſe labour under. 
The neutral powers have alſo laid themſelves open to the inconveniencies they have ſuffered, 
by furniſhing themſelves with double papers, and other artifices to prevent the capture of their 
veſſels ; from which have followed captures and detentions innumerable, and other diſagree- 
able conſequences, though in reality not ſo prejudicial as pretended ; on the contrary, ſome 
of theſe detentions have turned to the advantage of the proprietors, as the goods, being ſold in 
the port where they were condemned, have frequently gone off at a higher * than they 
would have done at the place of their deſtination. 

„The King, nevertheleſs, not contented with theſe proofs of his ratification, which have 
been manifeſt to all Europe, will this day have the glory of being tlie firſt to give the example 
of reſpecting the neutral flag of all the courts that have conſented, or thall confent, to defend 
it, till his Majeſty feds what part the Engliſh navy takes, and whether they will, together 
with their privateers, kcep within proper bounds: And to fhew to all the neutral powers how 
much Spain is deſirous of obſerving the ſame rules in time of war as ſhe was directed by whilſt 
neuter, his Majeſty conforms to the other points contained in the declaration of Ruſſia. To 
be underſtood, nevertheleſs, that, with regard to the blockade of Gibraltar, the danger of 
entering ſubſiſts, as determined by the fourth article of the ſaid declaration. Theſe dangers. 
may, however, be ayoided by the neutral powers, if they conform to thoſe rules of precaution 
eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty's declaration of the 14th of laſt March, which has been communi» 
cated to the court of Peterfburg by his miniſter. NES | 

At Aranjuez, April 18, 1780. FLORIDA BLANCA.““ 
Empreſs of Ruſſia's memorial to the States General. 
« High and Mighty Lords, | 

* The under-written envoy extraordinary from her Majeſty the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, 
has the honour to communicate hereby a copy of a declaration, which the Empreſs, his ſove- 
reign, has made to the different powers actually at war, Your High Mightineſſes will un- 
doubtedly look upon this communication as a particular mark of her Imperial Majeſty's atten- 
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tion for this republic, equally intereſted in the reaſons which have given tiſe to this Ale 
tion. He has moreover orders to declare, in the name of her Imperial Majeſty, that, as much 
as ſhe deſires to maintain, during the preſent war, the moſt perfect neutrality, as much will 


ſhe be jealous to maintain, by the moſt efficacious means, the honour of the Ruſſian flag, and 


the ſecurity of commerce, and navigation of her ſubjects, and will not ſuffer the leaſt fringe. 
ment or moleſtation from any of the belligerent powers : that, in order to avoid, on this occa- 


ſion, all miſunderſtandings, or falſe interpretations, her Imperial Majeſty has thought propet 
to ſpeciſy, in her declaration, the limits of a free commerce, and what is to be underſtood by 
contraband; that if the definition of the firſt is founded on the moſt ſimple and clear notions, 
and fully and moſt explicitly determined by the law of nature, that of the laſt is taken literally 
by her Imperial Majeſty, from the treaty of commerce between Ruſſia and Great Britain: 
that by theſe means her Imperial Majeſty proves inconteſtably her good faith and impartiality 
towards all parties, and conſequently may expect that all the other commercial powers will be 
the more expeditious to accede to her way of thinking concerning the neutrality. 

«© With theſe views her Imperial Majeſty has ordered the under-written envoy extraordinary 
to invite your High Mightinefies to make a common cauſe with her, in ſo far as this union 
may ſerve to protect commerce and navigation, in obſerving at the ſame time the moſt exact 


_ neutrality, and to ſignify unto them the meaſures her Imperial Majeſty has taken in conſe. | 


quence thereof. | 

The like invitation has already been given to the courts of Copenhagen, of Stockholm, 
and of Liſbon, in order that, by the united care of all the neutral maritime powers, the navi- 
gation of all the neutral trading nations may be eſtabliſhed and legalized, and a ſyſtem adopted, 
founded upon juſtice, and which by its real advantage may ſerve for rules for future ages. 

© 'The under-written envoy extraordinary makes not the leaſt doubt that your High Migh- 
tineſſes will take her Imperial Majeſty's invitation into immediate conſideration, and that they 
will concur with her in making without delay a declaration to the belligerent powers, founded 
upon the ſame principles as thoſe of her Imperial Majeſty, and that they will explain them- 
ſelves at the ſame time concerning the protection of their commerce and navigation, and of 


the nature of contraband, conformably to the expreſs terms of their particular treaties with 


the other nations. | | 

The under-written envoy extraordinary has moreover the honour to aſſure your High 
Mightineſſes, that if, in order to eſtabliſh upon a ſolid foundation a ſyſtem as glorious as it is 
advantageous to the welfare of the navigation in general, they ſhould be inclined to begin a ne- 
gociation with the above-mentioned neutral powers, ſo as to eſtabliſh a particular convention 
on this ſubje&, her Imperial Majeſty will be ready to take a part in it. 


*« Your High Mightineſles will eafily perceive the neceſſity of accelerating their reſolutions 


upon objects as important as they are advantageous to Humanity in general: the under-written 
envoy extraordinary begs the fayour of a ſpeedy anſwer. | 

| « (Signed,) | 3 | | 

% At the Hague, April 3, 1780. | DiMiTRi PRINCE DE GALLITZIN 

The naval treaty, or convention, for an armed neutrality, conchuded at Copenhagen, 

June 28, 1780, O. S. between her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and his Majeſty the King 

of Denmark and Norway, for the preſervation of the liberty of the commerce and navigation 


of neuter nations; to which his Majeſty the King of Sweden, and their High Mightineſſes the 
| | States 


yy 
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8 3 of the United Provinces acceded; and tive ſigned the Gigs at Peterſ- 

1780 States ; 
burg, on the 21ſt of July, 1780, and the 5th of January, 1781; which was as follows: 

« Whereas the commerce and navigation of neuter powers 1s greatly injured by the preſent 

war at ſea, which has broken out between Great Britain, on the one part, and France and Spain, 

on the other part, her. Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and his Majeſty the King of Denmark 

and Norway, in conſequence of their aſſiduous attention to ſupport their own dignity, and to 

unite their conſtant-care for the ſafety and welfare of their reſpective ſubjects; as well as from 

the reſpe& which they have at all times manifeſted for the rights of nations in general; have 

found it neceſlary, in the preſent circumſtances, to determine their conduct according to theſe 

ſentiments. _ : 

. « Her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in her declaration: to the Steen powers, dated 
February 28, 1780, has plainly ſtated, in the face of all Europe, the fundamental principles 
which derive from the primitive rights of mankind, and which her ſaid Majeſty claims and 

adopts as a rule of her conduct in the preſent war. As this attention of her Imperial Majeſty, 
in watching over the reciprocal rights of nations, has been honoured with the approbation of 
all neutral powers, her ſaid Majeſty has engaged in this affair,, which materially concerns her 
moſt eſſential intereſts, and has proceeded therein ſo far, that it may be ſeriouſly confidered as 
a ſubje& worthy of the attention of both the preſent and future time, as it tends to the eſta- 
bliſhment of a permanent and invariable ſyſtem of the rights, prerogatives, and engagements 
of neutrality. | 

« His Majeſty the King of Denmark and Norway, convinced of the juſtice of theſe prin- 
ciples, has likewiſe eſtabliſhed and claimed them in his declaration of the 8th of July, 1780, 
which declaration (as well as that of the Empreſs of Ruſſia) his faid Majeſty has cauſed: to be 
communicated to the belligerent powers; and in order to ſupport theſe principles efficaciouſly, 
his Majeſty has ordered part of his fleet to be fitted out, From theſe proceedings have ariſen 
that harmony and unanimity with which her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruffia, and his Majeſty 
the King of Denmark and Norway, have thought neceſſary, in mutual friendſhip . and reci- 
procal confidence, and in conformity to the intereſt of their reſpective ſubjects, to eon: 
their common engagements by the concluſion of a formal convention. 

« To this end their Imperial and Royal Majeſties have choſen plenipotentiaries, who have 
concluded and agreed to the following articles : 

„ I, That their aforeſaid Majeſties are fincerely determined to maintain, cit; the 
moſt perfect friendſhip and harmony with the different powers at preſent engaged in war, and 
to obſerve the moſt ſcrupulous neutrality ; and in conſequence thereof they declare, that adher- 
ing to this determination, the prohibition of all contraband trade with the powers at preſent at 

war, or with thoſe who _ hereafter be engaged therein, ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved by their 
reſpective ſubjects. 

II. To avoid all errors and miſunderſtandings with regard to commodities which ſhall be 
deemed contraband, her Majeſty the Empreſs ef Ruſſia, and his Majefty the King of Denmark 
and Norway, do hereby declare, that they ſhall only acknowledge ſuch articles to be contra- 
band commodities as are included and mentioned in the treaties now ſubſiſting between their 
reſpective courts, and the one or the other of the belligerent powers. 

{© Her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia conforms herſelf entirely, in this reſped, to the arti- 
cles X. and XII. of her treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and extends like- 
wiſe the engagements of this treaty, which are founded upon the natural rights of nations, to 
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| 1 the courts of France and Spain; which laid courts, until the date of this e anne, | [ 
have no treaty of commerce with her empire. 1 


His Majeſty the King of Denmark and SER on \ his nan condos himſolk clic 
to the ſecond article of this treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and to > 
articles XXVI. and XXVII. of his treaty of commerce with France, and extends alſo 5 
engagements of this laſt- mentioned treaty to the court of Spain, as his ſajd. Majeſty has n 


FR, treaty with the laſt-mentioned power, which determines any. conditions nn to "74 


ſubject. 

III. As by thefe means all contraband goods and commodities are edetermined and. abr. 
tained conformable to the treaties and ſpecial convention ſubſiſting between the high conttad. 
ing parties and the belligerent powers, and chiefly in tlie treaty between Ruſſia and Great Bri. 
tain of the 20th of June, 1766, as well as in that between Denmark and Great Britain, dated 
July 11, 1670, and by that concluded between Denmark and France, on the 23d of Auguſt, 
1742; the will and intention of her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and of his. Majeſty the 
King of Denmark and Norway are, that all other commerce ſhall be and remain free. 

„Their ſaid Majeſties having already ſet forth in their declaration to the belligerent x powers, 
that they have laid down, as the baſis of. their conduct, the general principles of the natural 
rights of mankind, from whence the liberty of commerce and navigation, and the rights of 
neuter nations derive, are reſolved not to depend any longer upon the arbitrary explication of 
theſe rights, which is generally dictated by partial advantages and momentary intereſts , with 
this view, their ſaid Majeſties have agreed upon the following articles: 

© 1, That all neutral veſſels ſhall be permitted to navigate from port to port, and on the 
coaſts of the belligerent powers. 

« 2, That the effects belonging to ſubje&s of the belligerent powers ſhall be free on board 
neuter ſhips and veſſels, excepting only ſuch articles as are ſtipulated to be deemed contraband. 

„3. In order to determine what is to be conſidered as a port blocked up, it. is hereby de- 
clared, that that port ſhall only be deemed as ſuch into which no ſhips can enter without being 
expoſed to an evident peril from the forces that attack the ſaid port, and the ſhips that Ball 
have taken a ſtation near enough for that purpoſe. 

% 4. That neuter veſſels ſhall only be liable to be ſtopped abd ſeized for juſt and cogent 
reaſons, and upon the moſt conyincing proofs, that juſtice ſhall be done unto them without 
loſs of time, and that the proceedings ſhall always be uniform, ſpeedy, and according to the 
laws; and that whenever any ſhall be found to have been ſtopped,” or. ſuffered any damage 
without any ſufficient cauſe, they ſhall not only be entitled to a ſufficient compenſation, but 
alſo to a compleat ſatis faction for the inſult offered to the flag of their Majeſties. 

„IV. In order to obtain this end, and to protect the general commerce of their ſabjeQts, 
founded upon theſe invariable principles, her Majeſty, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and his Ma- 
jeſty, the King of Denmark and Norway, have reſolved to fit out, ſeparately, a proportionate 
number of ſhips of the line and frigates ; and the ſquadrons of theſe reſpective powers ſhall fe- 
pair to ſuch latitudes, and ſhall ſerve as convoys to the trading ſhips of their reſpective ſubjects, 
wherever the commerce and navigation of each nation ſhall require it. 

N. Incaſe that any merchant ſhips belonging to ſubjects of one of the high contraRingpar 
ties ſhould happen to be in a ſea or latitude where no ſhips of war of their ſovereign are ſtation- 
ed, and that they conſequently could not obtain any protection from the forces of their own fa 


tion, thecommander of the ſhips of war of the other power, upon being duly requeſted, ſhall 
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1780 — afford them all Bie aſſiſtance; and in this caſe, it is bereby Rinalated, that 
the ſhips and frigates of the one power ſhall always grant the neceſſary protection and aſſiſtance 
to the trading ſhips of the other power; provided always, that thoſe who ſhall claim ſuch afiſt- / 
ance or protection, ſhall not carry on any illicit trade which may be contrary to the laws of 
neutrality, as received and mentioned here above. | 

« VI. The preſent convention ſhall not be retro- active, and conſequently neither of the 
high contracting parties can take recognizance of any differences that may have ariſen between 
them and other powers before its concluſion, unleſs the matter in litigation ſhall be relative to 
violences which are {till exiſting, and which may tend to oppreſs all neuter nations in Europe. 

„ VII. If, notwithſtanding the vigilant and amicable care of the two high contracting par- 
tics, and the moſt exact obſervations of neutrality on their part, any Ruſſian or Daniſh mer- 
chant ſhips ſhould happen to be inſulted or taken by the ſhips of war or privateers of one or 
the other of the belligerent powers, the miniſter of the offended party ſhall make proper re- 
preſentations to that court whoſe ſhips of war or privateers have been guilty of the ſaid act; he 
ſhall inſiſt upon a reaſonable compenſation for the damages or loſs of time, as well as upon a 
complete ſatisfaction for the inſult offered to the flag of his ſovereign. The miniſter of the 
other high contracting party ſhall ſecond and ſupport theſe repreſentations in the moſt ſerious 
and efficacious manner, and thus they ſhall continue jointly and unanimouſly until:their requeſt 
is granted, But in caſe of a refuſal, or any unreaſonable delay from time to time to redreſs 
theſe grievances, their aforeſaid Majeſties do hereby declare, that they will make uſe of repriſals | 
towards that power that refuſes to do them juſtice, and will immediately unite, in the moſt 
efficacious means, to execute theſe juſt repriſals. 

« VIII. In caſe that one of the high contracting parties, or both together, ſhould be diſ- 
turbed, moleſted, or attacked, in conſequence of this convention, or any ſubje& whatever 
relative thereto, it is hereby ſtipulated and agreed, that the two powers ſhall immediately a& 
in concert for their mutual and reciprocal defence, and ſhall employ and unite all their forces 
to obtain a proper ſatisfaction, as well for the inſult offered to their ag, as for the loſſes ſuſ- 
tained by their reſpective ſubjects. 

IX. This convention ſhall be in full force as zone as this preſent war - ſhall laſt; and the 
engagements contained therein ſhall ſerve as the baſis for all future engagements and treaties 
that may be concluded hereafter, according to circumſtances, and in caſe any other mari- 
time war ſhould hereafter unfortunately diſturb the tranquillity of Europe. As to the reſt, 
all what has been ſtipulated and agreed upon, - ſhall be conſidered as permanent and invariable, 
as well with regard to mercantile affairs as for what concerns the navy, and hall have force of 
law in all deciſions upon the rights of neuter nations. 

K. As the end and chief object of this convention is to ſecure the general Ly: of the 

commerce and navigation, their Majeſties, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and the King of Denmark 
and Norway, do hereby conſent, and engage themſelves reciprocally, to permit that other 
neuter powers may accede thereto; and that theſe powers ſo acceding, being fully acquainted 
with the fundamental principles and engagements concerned i in the obligations and adrantages 
of the ſaid convention. ; 

© XI. And in order that the belligerent powers may have no pretext for their proceedings, 

or pretend to be unacquainted with theſe engagements between their aforeſaid Majeſties, the 
high contracting powers do hereby promiſe, that they will ſeparately acquaint the belligerent 
Powers with the meaſures they have taken, and the motives which have engaged them to unite 
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power, but have only for object the ſecurity of the commerce and navigation of 
© Done at Copenhagen, the gth of July, 1780. 
© CHARLES VAN OsTENSAREN, (L. 8.) 
% J. SCHACK RATHLA, (L. S.) 
* A. P. CounT or BERNSTORFE, (L. 8.) 
„O. Torr, (L. 8.) 
8 « H. EicHsSTEDT, (L. S.)“ 

The ratifications of this convention were exchanged at Copenhagen, on the 16th of Sep- 
tember, 1780, by the ſame miniſters plenipotentiaries. 

And as a like convention was concluded at Peterſburg, between the miniſters appointed 
by that court, and thoſe on the part of his Majeſty the King of Sweden, on the 2ſt of July, 
1780; and the ſaid convention being word for word of the ſame tenor and form as that con. 
cluded and ſigned at Copenhagen, excepting only the ſecond article, in which the ſtipulations 
concerning the articles that are to be deemed contraband, are determined according to the trez. 
ties ſubſiſting between the court of Sweden and other powers, it has been thought proper, to 
avoid a repetition of what has already been mentioned, to inſert here the ſaid ſecond article 
only, | ; 

« Art. II. To avoid all errors and miſunderſtandings with regard to commodities which 
ſhall be deemed contraband, her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and his Majeſty the King of 
Sweden, do hereby declare, that they ſhall only acknowledge ſuch articles to be contraband 
commodities as are included and mentioned in the treaties now ſubſiſting between their reſpec- 
tive courts, and the one or the other of the belligerent powers, 

Her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia conforms herſelf entirely in this reſpe& to the articles 
X. and XI. of her treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and extends likewiſe 
the engagements of this treaty, which are founded upon the natural rights of nations, to the 
courts of France and Spain; which ſaid courts, until the date of the preſent: convention, have 
no treaty of commerce with her empire, 

% His Majeſty the King of Sweden, for his part, refers chiefly to the eleventh article of this 
treaty of commerce with the court of Great Britain, and to the tenor of the preliminary treaty 


of commerce concluded between Sweden and France in the year 1741; and although the arti- 


cles that are to be deemed contraband are not expreſsly aſcertained and determined in the laſt- 
mentioned treaty, the two powers having been underſtood to confider each other as gens amiciſſima, 
the court of Sweden has, however, reſerved to itſelf the ſame advantages which the Hans-towns 
enjoy in France fince times immemorial until the preſent period. The advantages which are 
included in the treaty of Utrecht being fully confirmed, the King has nothing to add thereto, 
With regard to the court of Spain, his Swediſh Majefty finds himſelf in the ſame fituation 2s 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and following her Majeſty's example, the King likewiſe extends to ths 


court of Spain all the engagements of the above-mentioned treaties, as being founded upon 


the natural rights of nations. 


& In conſequence of this difference in the above article, the two Kings who have joined her 
Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, in this affair, have acceded, as principal contracting partes, 


to the treaties and conyentions concluded between them and her ſaid Imperial Majeſty, mn” 
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* this effect they have ſigned with their own hand a ſeparate act, which ſaid acts have been ex- 


changed in due form at Peter{burg by the miniſters of her Imperial Majeſty. 

„Their High Mightineſſes the States General of the United Provinces, alſo ng to the 
ſaid convention on the 20th of November, 1780, and under the ſame conditions, for what 
concerns the articles of contraband, according to the treaties ſubſiſting between their High 
Mightineſſes and other powers, which ſaid convention has been ſigned · at Peterſburg by their 

'enipotentiaries on the 5th of January, 1781, with the addition of the following article: 

« X11. For what concerns the command in chief of the naval forces, in caſe the ſquadrons 
or ſhips of war of the two high contracting parties ſhould happen to meet, or find it expedient 
to form a junction, it is hereby ſtipulated and agreed, that the ſame ſhall be obeyed as is cuſ- 
tomary between crowned ſovereigns and the republic of Holland.” 

Though the relation of every loſs we ſuſtained, or every advantage we acquired — the 
courſe of this war, is not a part of, as it could not be comprehended in, our plan, we cannot 
omit mentioning, that the ſucceſles of Sir George Brydges Rodney, at the commencement of 
this year, ſeemed to indicate a return of that naval glory, which had ſo long been the boaſt of 
the Engliſh name, but from a variety of untoward circumſtances, had, for ſome time, been 
unhappily obſcured, 

On the 8th of January, 1780, Sir George Brydges Rodney, with the fleet under his com- 
mand, deſtined for the relief of Gibraltar, fell in with and. took 22 ſail of Spaniſh ſhips. They 
proved to be a convoy which had failed from St. Sebaſtians on the firſt of the ſame month, and 
were under the protection of ſeven ſhips and veſſels of war belonging to the Royal Company 
of the Caraccas. On the 16th, the ſame fortunate and brave admiral met with ſtill more 
fignal ſucceſs, when he engaged, near Cape St. Vincent, a Spaniſh fleet of eleven ſhips of the- 
line and two frigates, under the command of Don Juan de Langara; of this fleet he took four 
of the largeſt ſhips, with the Spaniſh admiral, and drove two on ſhore, one of which was re- 
covered; and, in the engagement, the San Domingo, of 70 guns and 600 men, blew up; the 
reſt, with the frigates, after being much damaged in the action, made their eſcape. The five 
men of war which were taken, were very tine ſhips, and being completely refitted and manned, 
became a very glorious addition. to the Britiſh navy. The more immediate conſequences of 
this important victory, were the complete relief of Gibraltar and of Minorca, both of which, 
till this event, had been conſidered with no common apprehenſion. 

The firſt buſineſs of importance in which the Houſe of Commons engaged after the Chriſt- 
mas receſs, was the deliberating on a bill brought ih by Lord North, in conformity to the 
propoſitions which he had before tated to the Houſe, for allowing“ the trade between Ireland 
and the Britiſh colonies and plantations in America and the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſet- 
tlements on the coaſt of Africa, to be carried on, in like manner, as it is now carried on be- 
tween Great Britain and the ſaid colonies and ſettlements,” On former occaſions, when queſ- 
tions of commerce reſpeCting Ireland had been in agitation, the ſeveral manufacturing towns 
of the Kingdom had applied to Parliament and urged their fituation, as an objection to the 
matters then under diſcuſſion; pleading, that in reliance on the good faith of Parliament they 
had put themſelves into that fituation, and that, therefore, it would be unjuſt to grant to Ire- 
land what muſt materially affect their intereſt. But the caſe was now altered; it was no longer 
a queſtion of commerce, but a queſtion of great national importance: for which reaſon, the 
ſeveral places in tlie kingdom, likely to be affected by what had already been done, and what 
more remained to be done for Ireland, ſeemed to have thought it decent and dutiful to remain 


. 


\ 


286 


A. b. 


— 


AN nn GNM CuROnoLoGncat prbucrtION 


1 


1780 ſilent, to ich Mahd all oppoſition, and to truſt altogether to the wiſdoiti and juſtice of Pat 


ment. This bill, therefore, paſſed with very little oppoſing animadverſion. 
It may not be improper to mention here, that the reſolutions, &c. of the Evelih Parti. 
ment, previous to the Chriſtmas receſs, were received with the utmoſt gratitude and applauſz 


in Ireland. On the 2oth of December, 1779, the following reſolutions were unanimouſly 
agreed to in the Houſe of Commons of that kingdom. Refolved, That the exportation 


ae ee eee manufactures, to all foreign places, will matetiall 


tend to relieve its diſtreſſes, increaſe its wealth, promote its proſperity, and thereby advance 
the welfare of Great Britain, and the common ſtrength, wealth and commerce of the Britih 
empire.“ Reſolved, That a liberty for this kingdom to trade with the Britiſh colonies ; in 


America and the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, in like man- 


ner as trade is carried on between Great Britain and the ſaid colonies and ſettlements, will he 
productive of very great commercial benefits, will be a moſt affect ionate mark of the regard 


and attention of Great Britain to our diſtreſſes, and will give new vigour to the zeal of hi 
Majeſty's brave and loyal people of Ireland, to ſtand forth in ſupport of his Majeſty's perſon 


and government, and the intereſt, the honour and the dignity of the Britiſh empire.” The 


ſame reſolutions were agreed to on the following day, in the Houſe of Peers. 


The three propoſitions to allow Ireland a free export of her wool, woollens and wool flocks, 
a free exportation of glaſs, &c. and a freedom of trade with the Britiſh plantations on certain 
conditions, were founded on the baſis of an equality of cuſtoms and taxes upon an equal and 
unreſtrained trade, 

Though a free and unlimited right to trade with the whole world, might be claimed on the 
part of Ireland; yet the Iriſh did not, nor could they pretend to, claim any right, directly or 
indire&ly with reſpect to any part of the Britiſh colonies or plantations, But even admitting 
the claim of a free and unreſtrained trade, it could not but be beneficial to Ireland to preſerve 
its connections with Great Britain, and to poſſeſs a participation of its commercial intereſts, 
On the idea, indeed, of a natural and political connection, the Iriſh had been rather harſhly 
and impolitically treated, fince the reſtoration : before that event, they enjoyed every com- 
mercial benefit and advantage in common with England. The commerce, import and export, 
was held equally by both kingdoms till the reign of Charles II. Even the act of navigation, 
the great foundation of our plantation laws, placed England and Ireland upon exact terms of 


equality; nor was it till two years after, that the firſt commercial reſtriction was laid upon 


Ireland; and that not directly, but by deduQtive interpretation, When the act firſt paſſed, 
there was a general governing clauſe, for giving bonds to perform the conditions of the act; 
but when the act was amended, in the fifteenth of Charles II. the word Ireland was omitted; 


from whence a concluſion was drawn, that the acts of the two preceding Parliaments (viz. 
the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth of Charles II.) were thereby repealed ; though it was 
as clearly expreſſed in thoſe acts, as it was poſſible for words to convey, that ſhips built in 
Ireland, navigated by the people thereof, were deemed Britiſh, and qualified to trade to and 


from the Britiſh plantations ; and that ſhips built in Ireland and navigated by his Majeſty's 


ſubjects of Ireland, were entitled to the ſame abatements and privileges to which importers and 
exporters of goods in Britiſh built ſhips were entitled. However, Ireland had been as much 


excluded from trading with the Britiſh colonies as France and Spain, or any other foreign 


nation, in the way ofa direct export or import trade, excepting in a few trifling inſtances. 


Some 
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1780 Some of the reſt/aints 8 Ireland, in the reign of Charles II. were FER to have 


originated in a diſlike or jealouſy of the growing power of the then Duke of Ormond, who, 

from his great eſtate and poſſeſſions in Ireland, was very naturally ſuppoſed to have a perſonal _ 

:ntereſt in the proſperity, of that kingdom. So far, indeed, was this ſpirit carried, whether 

from perſonal enmity to the Duke of Ormond, from narrow prejudices, or blind policy, that 

the Parliament of England paſſed a law to prohibit the importation of Iriſh lean cattle. 

P One object of the propoſitions evidently was to reſtore to Ireland the wool export and wool- 
len manufacture. In 1692, both Houſes of the Engliſh Parliament addreſſed the Crown, re- 
commending a kind of compact between both kingdoms ; the terms of which were, that Eng- 

land ſhould enjoy the woollen manufacture exclufively, and Ireland the linen. But, however 
ſolemnly this compact might be obſerved by the latter kingdom, the truth was, that England 
carried on the linen manufacture to full as great an extent as Ireland, while the monopoly of 
the woollens remained totally with England. The firſt ſtep Ireland took in conſequence of 
this compact was, to lay an export duty upon wool and woollens of all kinds, equal to a pro- 
hibition ; and when that act expired, for it was but a temporary one by way of experiment, 

che Britiſh Parliament, without conſulting that of Ireland, by the tenth and eleventh of 
William III. paſſed a ſimilar act, and made it perpetual. By that act, and one or two that 
followed, a total end was put to the woollen trade of Ireland. 
Upon an average of fix years, from 1766 to 1772, the export to Ireland was ſomewhat more 
than two millions; and, in the ſucceeding ſix years, ending in 1778, about as much more; 
one half nearly Britiſh manufacture or produce; the other half, certificated articles, of which 
this country was the medium of: conveyance, Out of the native produce, which was ſome- 
thing more than g00,000l.. per annum, on the average, only 200, oool. were woollens ; ſo that 
in this light, ſuppoſing every thing that any man could wiſh to conclude from the fact, it 
would be very far from ſound policy, to riſk a million export of native produce for a woollen 
export of 200, ol. Beſides, the woollen manufacture of Ireland muſt, for a long time, con- 
tinue in a ſtate of infancy; and though cloths were manufactured there in a ſufficient quantity 
to anſwer a conſiderable part of the home conſumption, yet it could be hardly expected, that 
Ireland would be able to rival Great Britain at the foreign markets, when, after the expence 
of land carriage, freight, inſurance and factorage, ſhe is able to underſell Ireland in her own 
markets, on the very ſpot, though aided by the ad vantage of low wages and taxes. 

As to the linen trade, however proſperous it may appear, it was ſtill capable of great improve- 
ment, In a pamphlet written by that excellent politician Sir William Temple, the idea was 
firſt ſuggeſted of extending and improving the linen manufacture of Ireland, and gave riſe to 

the compact which has juſt been mentioned. It was, indeed, an opinion which appeared to 
be entertained by many, that as this compact was now to be diſſolved, and the Iriſh were to 
be permitted to enjoy a free export of woollens, the bounties paid on the importation into 

England, of certain ſpecies of fabrics of Iriſh linens ought to be diſcontinued. This, how- 

ever, would have been a very impolitic meaſure, becauſe it appears, from the moſt accurate 

enquiries, that the Britiſh bounties had operated as a great encouragement to the Iriſh linen 
manutaCture, and as the ſum appropriated ally to ng: purpoſe, had never, in the higheſt 

year, amounted to much above 13, oool. 

This law, of courſe, put an end to the compact between. Fan and Ireland, reſpecting 
the woollen and linen manufactures: but, as a more liberal ſpirit had manifeſted itſelf on both 
tides of the water, it was natural to expect that both kingdoms would be contented. Ireland 
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would never be able to rival England in the fine woollen fabrics ; while the Triſh, me@nufatuy;. 
ing their own wool, would prevent the contraband export of the raw material to France; Be. 
ſides, whatever proves a benefit to Ireland, muſt, ſooner or later, be of very great advantage 
to Great Britain; and, by the regulations propoſed under theſe new laws, the commercial 
connection between the two kingdoms, would be put upon a more equitable and ſolid footing, 
Ireland had, alſo, been very injuriouſly treated reſpecting the glaſs manufacture. Pre. 


vious to an act of the nineteenth of George II. Ireland imported glaſs from other countries, 


and, at length, began to make ſome progreſs in the lower branches of the manufacture her. 
ſelf: but, by that a&, the Iriſh were prohibited from importing any kind of glaſs, other than 
the manufacture of Great Britain; and it was alſo enafted, that no glaſs of the manufaQure of 
Ireland ſhould be exported, or ſo much as laden on any horſe or carriage, with intent to be 
ſo exported. This act, indeed, was much complained of in Ireland, and with great reaſon, 
It was, therefore, defigned by another of the propoſitions, to take away the ground of this 
complaint; and, thereby, indicate a ready wiſh to remove the moſt diſtant appearance of op- 
preſſion, prejudice, or ſelf intereſt, ariſing from a ſpirit of monopoly and commercial ex. 
cluſion. | | | | | 

The third propoſition, and which was now carried into a law, of allowing Ireland a free 
trade to the Britiſh colonies and plantations in America and the Weſt Indies, was, certainly, 
of a very different nature from the two former, A trade with our colonies, of any kind, or of 


any extent from Ireland, muſt certainly be conftdered as a matter of favour to that kingdom, 


= - 


ties to market upon equal terms. | 


In no fituation whatever, could ſhe ſet up a claim to a commercial intercourſe with the Britiſh 
colonies, which had been ſettled, eſtabliſhed and raiſed to their preſent ftrength and opulence 
by the blood, treaſure and induſtry of Great Britain, By every principal of juſtice, of the 
law of nations, and the cuſtoms of the other powers of Europe who had ſettlements and dif. 
tant dependencies, the mother country had an excluſive right to trade with, and to forbid all 
others from having any intercourſe with them. Such an excluſive right cannot be denied to be 
the very eſſence of colonization : for what nation would ſpend their blood and treaſure in eſta- 
bliſhing a colony and protecting it in its infant ſtate, if other nations were afterwards'to reap 
the advantages which were derived from their labour, hazard and expence? But though Great 
Britain bad an undoubted right to reſtrain Ireland from trading with her colonies, it certainly 
would be the intereſt of the former to admit her fiſter kingdom to a participation of her colony 


commerce. It is, ſurely, the intereſt and the duty of Great Britain to do every thing in her 


power which might tend to promote and enlarge the intereſts and commerce of Ireland, upon 
the broadeſt and moſt extenſive ground : and one of the moſt certain means of rendering that 
country uſeful to herſelf and truly valuable to this, was to open new ſources of commerce to 
her. The admitting Ireland to a participation' of our trade with the colonies, was the molt 
wiſe and prudent means of affording her relief; and it was that ſpecies of relief, which would 
more particularly convince her of the fincere and affect ionate defire of Great Britain to render 
her rich, proſperous and happy. But as Ireland had now received an equal ſhare in the colony 
trade, an equality of taxes and duties upon the export and import was naturally included.— 
This was the moſt equitable ground on which the benefits and advantages now propoſed to be 
given to the Iriſh nation, could be either granted or expected; and to the Iriſh Parliament it 
was left to lay on thoſe taxes and duties, which would bring the Engliſh and Iriſh commodi- 


For 
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75 For ſome years paſt there liad been a very ſpitited oppoſition to the meaſures of government | 
in Parliament; but it had not hitherto- been much ſupported by the people without doors, 
Great diſcontents, however, appeared at preſent throughout the nation; the enormous ex- 

nces of the American war, and the burthens it occafioned, ſeemed to have awakened the 
ple from their accuſtomed confidence in government. The moſt impartial men, and ſuch 

as had not the leaſt prejudice againſt the miniſters, could not but perceive, that there had been 

a very great and indefenſible ptofuſion of the public money; and, at a time, when the people 
were loaded with taxes, and when the commerce of the nation was conſiderably diminiſhed. 
This ſubject, therefore, began now to awaken the attention both of the inhabitants of the 
metropolis and of different counties in the kingdom. In a meeting of the common council 
of London, held at Guildhall, on the 16th of December in the laſt year, the thanks of the 
corporation were voted to thoſe Peers, who ſupported a motion in the Houſe of Lords for 
promoting national ceconomy, and a reduction of the civil liſt. 

» On the zoth of December following, there was a very numerous and reſpectable meeting of 
the freeholders of the county of York, who were called together for the purpoſe of preparing a 
petition to the Houſe of Commons, for ſome reformation in the public expenditure. The 
freeholders, who were aſſembled on the occaſion, confiſted of gentlemen of the largeſt property 
in that opulent county, and ſeveral of the nobility, and many members of Parliament were 
preſent, They appeared to be almoſt unanimouſly of opinion, that it was indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary the people ſhould exert themſelves, in order to promote a plan of national ceconomy, 
and to procure ſome alleviation of the public burthens. They, therefore, agreed to a petition 
to the Houſe of Commons on that ſubje&, in which they declared, that, being alarmed at the 
diminiſhed refources'and: growing burthens of this country, and convinced that rigid frugality 
was indiſpenſably neceſſary in every department of the ſtate, they obſerved, with grief, that 
notwithſtanding the impoveriſhed condition of the nation, much public money had been im- 
providently ſquandered, and that many individuals enjoyed ſinecure places, efficient places 
with exorbitant'emoluments and penſions, unmerited by public ſervices, &c. from whence the 

crown had acquired a great and unconſtitutional influence, which, if not checked, might 
prove very injurious to the liberties of this country: they further repreſented, that, until 
effectual meaſures were taken to redreſs theſe oppreſſive grievances, the grant of any additional 
ſum of public money, beyond the produce of the preſent taxes, would be injurious to the rights 
and property of the people, and derogatory from the honour of Parliament; and they earneſtly 
requeſted the Houſe; that, before any new. burthens were laid upon this country, effectual 
meaſures might be taken by that Houſe to inquire into and correct the groſs abuſes in the ex- 
penditure of the public money; to reduce all exorbitant emoluments; to reſcind and aboliſh 
all ſinecure places and unmerited penfions ; and to appropriate the produce to the neceffities of 
the ſtate in ſuch manner, as to the wiſdom of Parliament fhould ſeem meet. Befides the peti- 
tion to the Houſe of Commons, it was alſo refolved at this meeting of the Yorkſhire free- 
holders, that a committee of ſixty- one gentlemen ſhould be- appointed, to carry on the neceſ- 
ſary correſpondence for effectually promoting the object of the petition, and to prepare a plan 
of an aſſociation, on legal and conſtitutional grounds, to ſupport chat laudable reform, which 
was ſo eſſentially neceſſary to the welfare of the kingdom 
The example of the county of Vork was followed by other counties and corporations. On 
the 7th'of January, the county of Middleſex met, and framed a petition of a ſimilar nature to 
that of which we have already given the purport, Theſe counties were quickly followed by 
Vdt. 1 > 5 O o 1 
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W thoſe of Hertford, Suſſex, Huntingdon, Surry, Comberland, Bedford, Eſſex, ene a” 


ceſter, Wilts, Dorſet, Devon, Norfolk, Berks, Bucks, Nottingham, Kent, Northumberland, 


Suffolk, Hereford, Cambridge and Derby: the Welſh counties of Denbigh, Flint and Breck. 
nock, likewiſe petitioned, as did the cities of London, Weſtminſter, York, Briſtol, Gloceſte * 
and Hereford, with the towns of Nottingham, Reading, Cambridge, Bridge water and New. 
caftle upon Tyne. The county of Northampton declined petitioning, but voted reſolutions 
and inſtructions to their repreſentatives, upon the ſame ground, and TERS the Purport of 
the petitions as a previous meaſure. 
It muſt not, indeed, be ſuppoſed, that in all theſe counties and terne the ſpirit was alike, 


or that the ſame unanimity prevailed. But there were few, in which any direct or ſucceſsful 


oppoſition was made to the meaſure; ſo that 1 it might be conſidered as agreeing, in general, 
with the ſenſe of thoſe places. 

In the month of March there were ſeveral meetings in London of Anden from the com. 
mittees of moſt of the petitioning counties, as ſome of them'petitioned without appointing 
committees, when a memorial was prepared and publiſhed containing reaſons for a plan of na- 
tional affociation, to recommend which circular letters were diſperſed throughout the king- 
dom. Theſe deputies alſo came to ſeveral reſolutions, relative to the ſteps which ſhould be 
taken by the people in order to free the Parliament from corruption, and to procure a redreſs 
of the national grievances. One of theſe was, that there ſhould be ſent to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in addition to the preſent repreſentatives of counties, a number of members, not leſs 
than one hundred, to be chofen, in due proportion, by the ſeveral counties of the kingdom 


of Great Britain; and that the people ſhould ſupport thoſe candidates only, at the enſuing 


and conviction. 


general election, who ſhould engage to vote for this and other reforming regulations. Theſe 
exertions of the people ſeemed, at firſt, to promiſe ſome important effects; but they were, in 

a great degree, prevented, and the attempts of theſe popular meetings and aſſociations yery 
much obſtructed, by the ſeveral important events which followed. 

It is undoubtedly the inherent privilege of the people of England, to petition alcder Houſe 
of Parliament, or any branch of the legiſlature. The petitions which we have juſt mentioned, 
(and which being a prominent feature of the year which is now under our conſideration, we 
could not but mention) procceded from a moſt reſpectable body of the people, from upwards 
of an hundred thouſand electors of this kingdom; and fo far as they were confined. to the real 
objects of redreſs, not only deſerved alleviation, but every poſſible attention in the mode of 


adminiſtering it, At the fame time, the committees and aſſociations which ſprung from, and 


indeed accompanied many of them, will not, by any means, meet with our approbation. If 
they were not illegal, they were extremely improper, and might have terminated in conſe- 
quences which every good man, upon cool reflection, would wiſh to avoid. They appear to 
have had alſo this evil tendency, that they took off from the weight of the petitions in that 
Houſe ; becauſe they pointed to other meaſures of redrefs, while they were ſeeking it at the 
hands of their repreſentatives aſſembled in Parliament; thereby holding out motives of com- 
pulſion, and rendering that an aft of . which 1 GOT to be the effect of conſideration 

As the French, in the courſe of the eli year, had made thera itins mute of the 
iſlands of St. Vincents and Grenada, and had, at this time, a very powerful fleet in the Weſt 
Indies, the merchants, planters, and other perſons poſſeſſed of property in the Welt. India 


, were naturally alarmed, more particularly, as the important iſland of Jamaica was 
apprehended 
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1780 apprehended to be in the greateſt danger. Accordingly a petition was preſented on the 10th of 


February, to the Houſe of Commons from the planters, merchants, and other perſons in- 


tereſted in that iſland; and, on the 21ſt of the ſame month, a ſimilar petition was preſented to 


the Houſe of Lords. My 6-66 551 | | Fes | 

In conſidering theſe petitions, &c, it was aſſerted, after an animated repreſentation of the 
commercial importance of that iſland to Great Britain, and the patriotic attachment of its in- 
habitants to the mother country, that Jamaica had been neglected for ſeveral years, hoth in 
reſpect of its internal-ſafety and external protection and defence; that in the year 1773, which 
was previous to the breaking out of the American troubles, a petition had been preſented to 


government, ſtating, that the cultivation and commerce of that iſland had been greatly im- 


proved and increaſed within the preceding thirty or thirty-five years; that the nuiaber of 
blacks had been proportionabiy increaſed, and that the white inhabitants had been greatly on 
the decreaſe ; that in conſequence of ſuch a decreaſe of the white inhabitants, and an increaſe 
of ſlaves, the internal ſafety of the iſland required a larger military force than they then had: 
and that they were well founded in this opinion, appeared from an inſurrection among the 
blacks, which had been lately quelled, but which they had reaſon. to fear might break out 


afreſh: that the whole military force on the iſland, conſiſted of but two battalions of 300 men 


each; whilſt the French and Spaniards had 10,000. regular troops at St. Domingo and Hiſpa- 
niola; and that it was the-opinion of the inhabitants of Jamaica, that two battalions or regi- 
ments of 1,000 men each, at leaſt, was the ſmalleſt force that would be ſufficient to protect the 
iſland from inſurrections within, or attacks from without. Of this application, however, ſo 


ſtrongly ſupported by the real ſtate of the iſland, no notice appeared to have been taken by go- 


vernment: on the contrary, two years after, inſtead of augmenting the defence of the-iſland, 
the governor received an order to ſend one of the two battalions which were in Jamaica, to 
aſſiſt in carrying on the American war, The few troops which had been afterwards ſet, were 
certainly very inſufficient for the defence of the iſland, while the naval force given to protect 
it was proportionably inadequate, - A letter from General Dalling, the governor, confirmed 
the truth of this repreſentation, wherein he did not hefitate to declare his dread of a viſit from 
the Count D'Eſtaing, and to acknowledge, that if he was not ſtrongly reinforced, he deſpaired 
of being able to make an effeQual reſiſtance, It was ſaid, on the part of government, that 
troops, ſhips and military ſtores of all kinds had been ſent, from time to time, to Jamaica; 
and that Lord Cornwallis,” with a land force of 4,000 men, had been embarked at New York 
for that iſland, accompanied by four men of war of the line, but that he received counter- 
orders, when it was known that D'Eſtaing was gone to attack Savannah. This was undoubt- 
edly true; but there is too much reaſon to believe, that had not Count D'Eſtaing's troops been 
extremely afflicted with fickneſs, he would have been in poſſeſſion of Jamaica before Lord 
Cornwallis could have arrived to defend it. In ſhort, from the parliamentary diſcuſſion of 
theſe petitions it appeared, that the iſland in queſtion had been neglected; but that, neverthe- 
leſs, the miniſtry had paid every attention to its preſervation in their power, conſiſtent with 
the unfortunate, but predominant plan of proſecuting the American war. It thould, indeed, 
Le mentioned, that a proteſt againſt the Jamaica petition had been formed by ſeveral Weſt 
India merchants ; but they were generally conſidered, at the time, as perſons who felt it to be 
their intereſt to forward the views of, and to ſtand well with government. 7 

Though we cannot, by any means, enter at large into the ſubject, it would be highly im- 


Proper to paſs over the plan of Mr. Edmund Burke, which he, at this time, offered to Parlia- 
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communicated to the Houſe in a ſpeech of great length, roplete with information, and embel 


liſhed with all the beauties of eloquence. That gentleman, when he conceived the deſign of .4Y 


ſubmitting to the Houſe of Commons ſome plan of reform, found it-eſſentially necef ry to | 
take a very comprehenſive view of the ſtate of this country, to make a ſurvey of its juriſdic. 


tions, its eſtates, and its eftabliſhmients, and in order to guide him in his propoſed plan of * 


preſſion, or more means and inſtruments of corrupt influence t 


form, he laid down the ſeven following fundamental rules. 9 1 ; 
Firſt, That all juriſdictions which furniſh more matter of expence, more temptation. to op- 
han advantage to juſtice or poli. 


tical adminiſtration, ought to be aboliſhed, \ | 

| Secondly, That all public eſtates which are more ſubſervient to the purpoſes of Vexing 
and influencing thoſe who hold under them, and to the expences of receipt and management, 
than of benefit to the revenue, ought upon every principle, both of revenue and of freedom, to 


be diſpoſed of. 


Thirdly, That all offices which bring more charge than proportional advantage to the ſtate, 
and all offices which may be engrafted on others, uniting and ſimplifying their duties, ought, 
in the firſt caſe, to be taken away, and in the ſecond, to be conſolidated: 

Fourthly, That all ſuch offices ought to be aboliſhed as obſtruE the proſpect of the generat - 
ſuperintendant of finance; which deſtroy his ſuperintendancy; which diſable him from fore. 
ſeeing and providing for charges as they may occur; from preventing expence in its origin, 
checking it in its progreſs, or ſecuring its application to its proper purpoſes. 

Fifthly, That it is proper to eſtabliſh an invariable order in all payments, which will pre- 
vent partiality, which will give preference to their ſervices, not according to the importunity 


of the demandant, but the rank and order of their utility or their juſtice. 


Sixthly, That it is right to reduce every eſtabliſhment, and every part of an eſtabliſhment, 
as nearly. as poſſible to certainty ; the life of all order and good management, 

Seventhly, That all ſubordinate treaſuries, as the nurſeries of miſmanagement, and as na- 
turally drawing to themſelves as much money as they can, keeping it as long as they can, and 
accounting for it as late as they can, ought to be diſſolved; they having a tendency to perplex 
and diftra the public accounts, and to excite a ſuſpicion of government, even beyond the ex- 
tent of their abuſe. | 

Such were the principles under whoſe guidance and authority this plan was to proceed; but 
ſo various was its objects, and ſo unſucceſsful was it in its progreſs, that we ſhall confine our- 
felves to the only point of conſequence obtained by it, which was the abolition of the Board of 
Trade and Plantations. The arguments uſed on the occaſion were, in general, unanſwerable, 
and proved effeCtual to the purpoſe, of 

It was afferted, that the Board of Trade and Plantations had not only never been of the leaſt 
ſervice to the commerce of this country, but that trade and manufactures had, at times, fut- 
fered very materially from their injudicious interference, Indeed, it does not appear that this 


board had been of any uſe to the colonies, as colonies, The flouriſhing fettlements of New 


England, of Virginia and of Maryland, as well as all our wealthy colonies in the Weſt Indies, 
were of a date prior to the firſt board of Charles the Second. Pennſylvania and Carolina were 
ſettled in the interval between the extinction of the firſt, and the formation of the ſecond Board 
of Trade and Plantations in the reign of William the Third. Two colonies alone owed their 
origin to that board; Georgia and Nova Scotia. Georgia, till lately, had made a very flow 


progress; 
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1780 progreſs ; and ever made any „ at all, till it had wholly'got rid of all the regalations 
which the Board of T'rade had moulded into its original conftitution. That colony had cer- 
tainly coft the nation very large ſums of money; whereas, the colonies which had never been 
foſtered by the Board of Trade, had never coſt the nation a thilling : nay, the colony of 
Georgia, to the very laſt, poſſeſſed an eſtabliſhment paid by England, as it never had been 
able to take upon itſelf the expence of its proper government. The province of Nova Scotia 
alſo, had ſtood Great Britain in no leſs than 700,000t. without being able to ſupport thoſe 
offices which conſtituted its civil government. Nor did the Board of Trade, &c. appear to be 
conſidered as poſſeſſing the wiſdom and authority of commercial erudition : for, when points 
of the greateſt importance to commerce were agitated in Parliament, no particular requeſt was 
ever made to this board to affiſt the deliberations; nor did any of the regulations in matters re- 
lating to trade and commerce, which, for ſome years paſt, had been ſo numerous, derive their 
origin or their improvement from it. Of the ſeveral Eaft India bills which had been ſucceſ- 
fively produced fince 1767, not one of them had originated there: when the acts were framed: 
which were preludes to the American war, or attendant on its commencement, acts replete 
with commercial regulations, (viz. the Intercourſe Bill; the Prohibitory Bill; the' Fiſhery 
Bill;) in none of theſe was the Board of Trade conſulted. Even when the acts were framed 
which gave a free trade to Ireland with independent nations, and an equal trade to our own- 
colonies, we do not find that this board had any official concern whatever, Upon the ſtrength 
of ſuch arguments as theſe, aided by the very forcible ſuggeſtions that it was kept up for the 
purpoſe of increaſing certain undue influence, the Board of Trade and Plantations was aboliſh- 
ed on a diviſion of the Houſe, when the e were, 207 for, and 199 againſt, that 
meaſure. 

On the 13th of March, Lord North moved for leave to bring in a bill to appoint and enable 
commiſſioners to take, ſtate, and make up the public accounts; to aſcertain what balances 
were in the hands of public officers; to diſcover what defects exiſted in the mode of making 
up the accounts at the Exchequer ; and to report to the Houſe what they ſhould deem the beſt 
method of removing them. This bill was directed to three different objects: the firſt was to 
inform that Houſe and the public of the real ſtate of the accounts of the kingdom, that the 
nation might ſee in what manner the great ſums which were granted by Parliament had been. 
diſpoſed of. The ſecond was, by aſcertaining the outſtanding balances, to enable government 
to compel payment; and the laſt, by difcovering the defects, to prevent ſuch inconveniencies- 
in time to come. The perſons appointed to fill the commiſſion were not to be members of the 
Houſe of Commons, nor to enjoy any place of profit or emolument under the crown, This 
bill paſſed into a law, but not without conſiderable oppoſition, not only as to its general prin- 
ciple, but alſo to its particular arrangements. A parliamentary committee of accounts was by 
many thought to be much preferable to the mode propoſed. That has, however, anſwered. 
the expectations of thoſe who ſupported it, and from the very able manner in which it has been 
carried into effe&t by the gentlemen appointed to the commiſſion, it has afforded univerſal ſa- 
tis faction to the nation; oe A 

A bill for excluding contractors, under certain reſtrictions, from ſitting in the Houſe of 
Commons, had met with conſiderable oppoſition, and was at length rejected, the preceding 
ſeſſion in that Houſe ; but, in the preſent ſeſſions it paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, and 
was, of courſe, carried up to the Houſe of Lords. There, however, it met with a very differ- 
ent fate, It was. there contended, that the principle of the bill was erroneous, becauſe it went 
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er to disfrarichiſe a moſt reſpeRtable body of men, and deprive thei of che moſt zakable oblen 


without any charge being produced againſt them of guilt. or criminality. That government 
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of ambition, that of repreſenting theit fellow citizens in the Parliament of a free country, 
could not wiſh, according to any principle of juſtice, to exchade merchants of great Propert 

merely becauſe they happened to be engaged, fairly and honeſtly, in contracts with =” 
ment, and unleſs proofs were brought to the contrary,. no one has a right to ſuppoſe that ſuch 


contracts were otherwiſe than fair and beneficial ; and ſhould they be proved, at any time, to 


be founded in fraud and impoſition, the laws had already provided proper puniſhment for 
public as well as private delinquency. That it would deter all reputable merchants, &c, from 
ſupplying our fleets and armies, upon any terms, with thoſe neceſſaries, which it would fre. 
quently happen that no others could furniſh ; and that it would throw ſuch an important buf. 
neſs entirely into the hands of men, who either wanted means. and ability to fulfil their con. 
tracts, or inclination and honefty to. fulfil them properly. In ſhort, that it was formed either 
to baniſh the mercantile intereſt from the Houſe of Commons, or to place the exiſtence of our 
fleets and armies in the hands of beggars and rt | Upon theſe and ſimilar arguments 
the bill was finally rejected. 

On the 21ſt of March, Lord North moved, That notice be given, that the capital ſtock or 
debt of 4,200,000. and all arrears of annoity. due and payable i in reſpect thereof from the 
public to the United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies, ſhould be paid on the 


fifth of April, 1783, agreeably to the power of redemption in the act. His lordſhip obſerved, 


that he had, for ſome time paſt, expected, that he ſhould have received prepoſals from the 
Eaſt India Company for a renewal of their charter; but as none had come, he thought it his 
duty to inform the Hovſe, that in conformity to certain ſtipulations, in various acts of Par- 
liament, the Eaſt India Company's charter would have three years to come, from the 2 5th of 
March enſuing; but as the ſtile had been altered fince the bargain was originally made, the 
new ſtile changed the day, and carried it forward to the 5th of April; from which day, there- 
fore, the company had three years right to an excluſive trade to the Eaſt Indies, but no more, 
provided the Parliament gave notice to pay them off the 4,200,000]. which was due to them 
from the public on or after that day. Lord North acknowledged, that he had ſeen certain 
propoſitions, which he had thought might have been the baſis of a treaty for a new charter: 
but, on the directors referring them to a general court, they had been rejected by a majority 
of the proprietors, and other propoſitions had been framed and ſent to him, which he thought 
were by no means ſufficiently advantageous, nor ſuch as, in his opinion, the public ought to 
accede to. He ſtated the right of the public either to the whole of the territorial acquiſitions 
and revenues; or, if the company were allowed to hold the excluſive trade longer, to a parti- 
cipation of the profits: and remarked, that as the company had not offered him ſuch propoſi- 
tions, as appeared fit for him to treat upon, it was his duty to ſtate the matter to the Houſe, 
and to make the motion that he now did; and which, after ſome debate, was at, length 
carried, * > 

This motion does not appear, as it was ſuggeſted by ſome who oppoſed it, to have been | in- 
tended as a menace; but merely to put in a claim, on behalf of the public, to the reverſion of 
a right which undoubtedly belonged to them, at the very moment when it was eſpecially proper 
that it ſhould be formally made. It thould be confidered, if notice had not been properly given 
at this time, the company would have had a right to hold in their poſſeſſion that, which ought, 


in three years, to revert to the public, longer than they ought to hold it, and longer than it 
| | | Was 


4 bs was intended they ſhould hold it, unleſs their charter were renewed. It certainly could not 
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be the defire of government to break with the company, or to force them to the neceſſity of a 
diſſolution; but, at the ſame time, the company could not imagine that the public lay at their 
mercy. The public had an undoubted right to expect great reſources from the company, and 
from the territorial acquiſitions 1 in India: if the company, therefore, ſhould have been ſo in- 
conſiderate as not to come to a fair bargain with the public, ſome plan muſt have been adopted 
by government, to remedy the evil threatened to the revenue. 

From the different debates which took place at the India Houſe, ede the propoſitions 
mat had paſt between the Court of Directors and the Treaſury Board, relative to the renewal 
of the charter, the following appeared to be the ſituation of the company. The ſtock was 
valued at 3, 200, oool.; bonds and other debts, 1, 800, oool.; total, 5, ooo, oool. Their property 
in India, was ſtated to exceed 13, ooo, oool.; the government debt, 4, 200, oool. and their effects 
in England would, it was ſuppoſed, make up at leaſt 20, ooo, oool. So that if the company 
had broke up at the approaching term of the charter, the probability of which had been hinted 
at by the miniſter himſelf, the proprietors would have divided 400l. ſterling, at leaſt, for 1001. 
ſtock, after paying the bond and other creditors, beſides the deduction of their capital. 

Among the many important matters which were propoſed and agitated during the courſe of 
this buſy and active ſeffion of Parliament, an attempt was made, by General Conway, to for- 
ward a reconciliation between Great Britain and America by other means than the ſword. For 
this purpoſe, that gentleman, on the 5th of May, made a motion for leave to bring in a bill, 
for quieting the troubles then reigning in the Britiſh American colonies, and for enabling his 
Majeſty to appoint commiſſioners, with full powers to treat, and conclude upon terms of con- 
ciliation with the ſaid colonies. - The purport of this bill was to hold out terms which the A- 
mericans at large, or any particular province might accept when they would, and be immedi- 
ately in his Majeſty's peace, But, as it was oppoſed by the friends of adminiſtration, as in- 
adequate to the object, and not ſupported by the gentlemen on the other ſide with any great 
degree of zeal or animation, it was rejected by a conſiderable majority. 

The firſt abilities and moſt powerful eloquence of this country had been employed in Par- 
liament, to obtain a reformation of the public expenditure, and a diminution of the influence 
of the crown, and ſome leading points had been gained in both. Theſe efforts in the ſenate 
lad received conſiderable countenance and ſupport from the county meetings and aſſociations. 
But any beneficial effects which might have been expected from ſuch exertions of ſome of the 
ableſt men in the kingdbm, were, in a great degree, prevented by meetings of another kind, 
which occaſioned very unexpected events, and chiefly took their riſe from ſome of the weakeſt 
and moſt unenlightened men the nation could produce. We refer to the Proteſtant Aſſocia- 
tion, to the tumultuous meetings which originated from it, and to riots and conflagrations 
that took place in the metropolis, and threw a damp upon all aſſociations, even for the moſt- 
conſtitutional purpoſes ; excepting thoſe only of a military kind, which were afterwards form- 
ed for the public defence. 

In 1778, an act was paſſed, “ For relieving his Majeſty's $ubjeQts, profeſſing. the Romiſh 
Religion, from certain Penalties and Diſabilities impoſed upon them in the eleventh and 
twelfth Years of the Reign of King William III.“ This act paſſed unanimouſly ; it being the 
general opinion of liberal minded men of. all parties, that the laws againſt the Papiſts were 
abundantly too rigorous; and that in an enlightened age, in which the principles of toleration 
ſo much 0 they were a diſgrace to our ſtatute books. Nor did the act at firſt appear 
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to eteĩte any great alarm among perſons of any claſs, But though the act was far enough ſtom 


1 


granting a legal toleration to the Papiſts, and only relieved: them from ſome enen fen. 


ties, as they now thought the government inclined to be more indulgent to them than former 


ly, they began to take ſomewhat greater liberties than they had hĩtherto done in the public ex. 
erciſe of their religion. Hence it was, that, by degrees, a number of perſons in London, 8 


+ ſome other parts of the kingdom, began to expreſs great apprehenſions of Popery, and to ex. 
claim againſt the late act, by which they thought it was countenanced and ſupported. Meer. 


ings of theſe zealous perſons were held from time to time in London: they formed themſelvez 
into a body under the title of the Proteſtant Aſſociation; and Lord George Gordon, whoſe 
conduct had · been, for ſome time, marked with a_ fanatic peculiarity, was elected to be their 
preſidents The object of this Aſſociation was to obtain à repeal of the late act in favour of 
the Papiſts. The members of it were, indeed, chiefly diſtinguiſned by zeal, by bigotry and 
by ignorance; they were, principally, Methodiſts and bigotted Calviniſts of the lower ran; 
of life; and no perſons of liberal ſentiments, of any party, appeared to have any connection with 
them. They became, however, very numerous; a petition to Parliament was framed; for a 
repeal of the late act, the utmoſt pains were employed to procure ſubſcriptions to it, and it was 


_ reſolved, that it ſnould be attended by great numbers of the petitioners in-perſon, who were 


accordingly invited, by a public advertiſement, ſigned by Lord George Gordon, to meet in 
St. George's Fields, on the ſecond day of June, for that purpoſe. Accordingly, .on that day, 
50,000 perſons are ſuppoſed to have aſſembled, from whence they proceeded, . with much regu- 
larity and order, to the Houſe of Commons, where their petition was preſented by their pre- 
ſident. But no ſooner were they arrived at the place of their deſtination, and had filled up al 
the ſtreets and avenues to both Houſes of Parliament, than they began to exerciſe the authority 
derived from their numbers, by treating the members, eſpecially of the Houſe of Lords, with 


great indignity; ſome of them narrowly eſcaping with their lives. In the mean time, the 


author and leader of this ſedition, having obtained leave, in the Houſe of Commons, to bring 
up the petition, afterwards moved for its being taken into immediate conſideration. This mo- 
tion occaſioned a debate; but, notwithſtanding the dangers which menaced them, the Com- 
mons continued immoveable in their determination to oppoſe the petition. Of 200 members, 
then preſent in the Houſe, fix only voted for it; the reſt; with a-ſpirit that reflected the higheſt 
honour both on their individual and public character, reſiſted it with the diſdain it ſo highly 
merited. | 

In the mean time the mob, on the arrival of the guards, who had been ſent for on the oc- 


caſion, had diſperſed itſelf into various parts of the town, Among other outrages, they de- 


moliſhed two Romith chapels belonging to foreign miniſters, and openly. vented the moſt ter- 
rible menaces againſt all people of that perſuaſion. | 

For ſeveral ſucceeding days the metropolis ſeemed to be at the, mercy of lawleſs bands of 
rioters, and exhibited a ſpectacle of calamity and horror, that has no parallel among the modern 
effects of civil commotion, It is ſaid, that fires were ſeen blazing in thirty-ſix different-parts 


from one ſpot. The great gaol of Newgate, the priſons of the King's Bench and the Fleet, 


be attacked in vain, An univerſal panic ſeemed to have ſeized the inhabitants, all buſine!s 


the New Bridewell in St. George's Fields, a very large diſtillery in Holborn, with many pri- 
vate houſes, all being in a ſtate of conflagration, preſented ſpectacles of the moſt ſhocking 
nature. The Bank itſelf, that grand ſupport of public credit and national commerce, was alſo 
attacked at two different periods, and fortunately for this country, was ſo well guarded as to 
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1780 Was ſuſpended, and they ſubmitted to the outrages committed on their property and them 
| ſelves, as to 2 vitorious army. At length, large bodies of troops arrived from different parts 
of the country, and, by applying the neceſſary vigour of the military arm, a ſtop was put to 
the progreſs of the rioters ; and, on the afternoon. of the eighth of June, people began to re- 
cover a little from their conſternation. On-this day the Houſe of Commons met ; but al- 
though the rioters were quelled, it was immediately noticed that the city of Weſtminſter was 
under martial law, and they accordingly adjourned to the nineteenth, 

It would certainly be very unjuſt to impute to the Proteſtant Aſſociation the whole of the 
miſchief that enſued, or to ſuppoſe that they foreſaw the calamities to which they gave occa- 
ſion. But though this be admitted, it is evident that it was their wretched bigotry to which 
theſe unhappy ſcenes owed their origin; and that the members of that affociation manifeſted a 
ſpirit the very reverſe of real and enlightened Proteſtants, and diſgraceful to the natiònal cha- 
rater. Such an exhibition of bigotry in England was alſo the more diſhonourable, becauſe 
the preſent age is much enlightened on the ſubject of toleration; and even Papiſts acknow- 
ledge the pernicious tendency of intolerance, and manifeſt a more liberal fpirit in various parts 
of Europe. Some, indeed, have ſuppoſed that theſe diſorders were the reſult of a premeditated 
deſign, and were conducted by men of reſolution, who acted in concert; and who, though 
under concealment, directed all the motions of the populace. Others ſuſpected that the emiſ- 
ſaries of France were not idle during theſe commotions, and would not fail to promote all the 
miſchief of which fhey were capable. In ſhort, whatever foundations there might be for ſuſ- 
picions or ſurmiſes of this or any other kind, there is ſcarce a doubt if theſe horrid ſcenes had 
laſted a few days longer, that all the glory and power of this country would have been conſu- 
med in the flames of London, and that law, commerce, and religion would have been buried 
under the ruins of our metropolis. 

As ſoon as this violent and unexpected commotion began to ſubſide, it was thought proper 
to ſecure Lord George Gordon.—He was arreſted, and committed cloſe prifoner to the Tower, 
after having undergone a long examination before the principal lords of the council. 

On the 19th of June, the Parliament was opened, after this compulſory receſs, by a ſpeech 
from the throne, in which notice was taken that the outrages committed by bands of deſperate 
and abandoned men, had ſo overborne all civil authority, and threatened ſo directly the ſub- 
verſion of all legal power, the deſtruction of all property, and the confuſion of every order in 
the ſtate, that his Majeſty found himſelf obliged, by every tie of duty and affection to his 
people, to ſuppreſs, in every part, thoſe rebellious inſurrections, and to provide for the public 
ſafety, by the moſt effectual and immediate application of the force entruſted to him by Par- 
lament, —His Majeſty alſo added, that proper orders had been given for bringing the authors, 
abettors, and perpetrators of ſuch inſurrections, and of fuch criminal a&s, to ſpeedy trial, and 
to ſuch condign puniſhment as the laws preſcribed, and the vindication of public juſtice de- 
manded, &c. The ſpeech was generally approved on all ſides, and the cuſtomary adreſſes 
carried without any oppoſition. Some animadverſion, however, paſſed in both Houſes upon 
the conduct of adminiſtration, with reſpe& to the late diſturbances : the miſchiefs that had 
happened, and all the unhappy conſequences that might enſue, being directly charged to their 
neglect, in not calling forth the civil power in time; and to their delay, in not employing the 
military till it was too late. But the ſervices were ſo numerous, and the applications ſo con- 


tinual, and from ſuch various quarters, for protection or aſſiſtance, that the troops at hand 
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the regulars and militia from the country. 1 Fe $44}; 
The following day brought on, in a committee of the n Houſe; aig da. of 


: the ſeveral petitions praying for a repeal of the late bill, which had been made the occaſion of 
ſo much miſchief: but no repeal was propoſed upon thoſe petitions; as the conſequences ap. 


prehended from the bill were conſidered as merely viſionary. The queſtion was, however, 
very ſolemnly debated ; and the firſt ſpeakers of both parties in the Houſe of Commons, greatly 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves in ſupporting not only the er wel, bay a WY nag Tyſtem of 


toleration than that which ſupported I: 

In order, however, to quiet the minds, and to remove the apppelaünüa of ſuch well. 
meaning, but ill- informed perſons, as might be among the petitioners, reſolutions to the fol- 
lowing purport were moved for by Lord Beauchamp, agreed to by the committee, and con- 
firmed by the whole Houſe :—* That the effect and operation of the act paſſed in the 18th of 
his preſent Majeſty, for relieving his ſubjects profeſſing the Popiſh religion from certain penal- 
ties and reſtrictions impoſed on them by an act of the 11th and 12th of William the Third, 


have been miſrepreſented and miſunderſtood.— That the ſaid act of the 18th of his pre- 


ſent Majeſty, does not repeal or alter, or in any manner invalidate the ſeveral ſtatutes made to 
prohibit the exerciſe of the Popith religion, previous to the ſtatute of the 11th and 12th of 
King William III. — That no eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual juriſdiction or authority is given, by 
the ſaid act, to the Pope or the See of Rome, — That this - Houſe does, and ever will, watch 


over the intereſts of the Proteſtant religion with the moſt unremitted attention; and that all 


attempts to ſeduce the youth of this kingdom from the eſtabliſhed church to Popery, are highly 
criminal, according to the laws in force, and are a proper ſubje& of further regulation ;— 
And that all endeavours to diſquiet the minds of the people, by miſrepreſenting the ſaid act of 
the 18th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, as inconſiſtent with the ſafety, or irrecon- 
cileable to the principles of the Proteſtant religion, have a manifeſt tendency to diſturb the 
public peace, to break the union neceſfary at this time, to bring diſhonour on the national 
character, to diſcredit the Proteſtant religion in the eyes of other nations, and to furniſh oc- 
caſion for the renewal of the perſecution of the Proteſtant brethren in other countries.“ 

On the 28th of June, a bill, brought in by Sir George Saville, for preventing perſons pro- 
feſſing the Romiſh religion from teaching or educating the children of Proteſtants, was paſſed 
the Houſe of Commons : but the Houſe of Lords, influenced by a laudable ſpirit of toleration, 
and at the ſame time conſidering the bill as carrying the appearance of being forced upon them 
by outrage and menace, thought proper to reject it. 

On the 8th of July, his Majeſty. preceded the prorogation of Parliament wich a ſpeech from 
the throne, the ſtrength of which ſeems to be thrown into the concluding paragraph ; in which 
both Lords and Commons were earneſtly called upon to aſſiſt his Majefty, by their influence 
and authority i in their ſeveral counties, as they had already by their unanimous ſupport in 
Parliament, in guarding the peace of the kingdom from future diſturbances, and watching over 
the preſervation of the public ſafety to make the people ſenſible of the happineſs they enjoy, 
and the diſtinguiſhed advantages they derive from our excellent conſtitution in church and 


Nate ;. to warn them of the hazard of innovation; to point out to them the fatal conſequences | 


of ſuch commotions as had lately been excited; and to impreſs on their minds this important 
truth That rebellious inſurrections, to reſiſt or reform the laws, muſt either end in the deſ- 


truction of the perſon who makes the attempt, or in the ſubverſion of our free and happy con- 
ſtitution. 
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1780 litution.— This may alſo be conſidered as concluding the political exiſtence of that Parliament, 


which was diſſolved on the 1ſt of the September following. | 
Though no great probability had hitherto appeared of a reduction of as Britiſh colonies in 
America, yet the preceding campaign had terminated with great diſadvantage on the fide of the 
Americans. The maritime force of the New England provinces had been almoſt wholly de- 
ſtroyed at Ponobſcot; and they had ſuffered a great and mortifying defeat at Savannah: the 
projects formed by D'Eſtaing. bad been fruſtrated in the completeſt manner. He had been 
compelled to retire with a ſhattered fleet and a broken army. Unable to proſecute any further 
operations, he was now returned to France, and the Colonies were again left to their ſole ex- 
ertions, with little proſpect of receiving any aſſiſtance from their French allies, in ſufficient . 
time to obviate eſtectually the attempts that might be made in e of the ſuperiority | 
now obtained by the Britiſh forces. | 
If the French admiral had ſucceeded i in Georgia, the ſiege of New York would certainly 
have been undertaken, according to a plan concerted between him and General Waſhington ; 
and the apprehenſion of ſuch-an event had obliged the Britiſh commanders at New York to 
make every neceſſary preparation for a vigorous defence. But Count D'Eſtaing having failed 
in his preliminary operations, and conſiderable bodies of troops which had joined the Ame- 
rican army, in full confidence of putting an end to the war by a deciſive blow, having re- 
turned home in a ſtate of great diſcontent, it was reſolved to carry the Britiſh arms ſouthward, 
where the diſtance from the centre of the enemies ſtrength opened a fair proſpe& of ſucceſs, 
and where an impreſſion upon them would be more ſeverely felt than in any other quarter, 
from the greater value of the countries which were the objects of I; in point of 
wealth, commercial produce, and importance. ' 
The poſſeſſion of Georgia afforded a ready acceſs to the large and valuable province of Caro- 
lina : it was determined, therefore, to make this the object of an expedition; and, towards 
the cloſe of the laſt year, Sir Henry Clinton embarked with a conſiderable land force, under 
convoy of a ſtrong ſquadron, commanded by Admiral Arbuthnot. Their deſtination was 
Savannah ; but their progreſs being much retarded by contrary winds 'and ſtormy weather, 
they did not arrive off the coaſt of Georgia till the expiration of January. On the 12th of 
February, the army was ſafely landed on the iſlands in the vicinity of Charleſtown, and from 
thence proceeded to the banks of Aſhley's river, between which and Coopet's river the town 
is ſituated. On the 1ſt of April, they broke ground within 800 yards of the American works 
and by the 8th of the ſame month the beſiegers guns were mounted in battery. On the-1oth, 
Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot ſummaned the town to ſurrender to his Majeſty's 
arms; but General Lincoln, who commanded there, declaring it to be his intention to de- 
tend it to the laſt extremity, the ſiege commenced, and was carried on with the utmoſt bravery, 
iKill, and perſeverance. On the 8th of May, the Britiſh commanders again ſummoned the 
town to ſurrender, the offer being repeated, that on an immediate ſurrender, the lives and 
property of the inhabitants ſhould be preſerved to them. Articles of capitulation were then 
propoſed by General Lincoln, which did not receive the approbation of Sir Henry Clinton 
and Admiral Arbuthnot : at length, however, the town being cloſely inveſted on all ſides, and 
the preparations to ſtorm i it in every part being in great ſorwardneſs, the American general, on 
the 11th of May, agreed to ſurrender on the terms which had already been propoſed to him. — 
By the articles of capitulation, the continental troops and ſailors were to remain priſoners ot 
war till exchanged, but not to be deſpoiled of their private property ; the militia 1n, garriſon 
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; 1586 were to be permitted to return to their reſpective homes, as priſoners on parole ; which 
| while they obſerved it, was to ſecure them from being moleſted in their property by the Br; 
tiſh troops. The citizens of Charleſtown were comprehended in this article'; while the "4 
jects of France and Spain were allowed to retain their effects, and to be permitted to leave the 
place, but to continue priſoners on parole. The priſoners made on this occaſion amounted 
to upwards of 6,000, amongſt whom were 1,000 ſailors : ſeveral general officers were alſo in. 
volved in the ſurrender, and a great number of private perſons, from the great eagerneſs with 
which all who were in the vicinity of Charleſtown repaired'to its defence. The artillety that 
| fell into the hands of the victors conſiſted of near 400 pieces, with four large frigates, a great 
number of boats, and a very conſiderable quantity of military ſtores. | 
The conſequence of the reduction of Charleſtown, was a general diſcouragement of the 
people of the neighbouring provinces, and no ſmall alarm and diſcontent throughout the con. 
tinent, when the vaſt expectations excited by Count D'Eſtaing were contraſted with his 
failure, and the ſucceſſes of the Britiſh arms und er Sir Henry Clinton. In order, however, 
to prevent him, if poſſible, from improving them, great exertions were made by the Ameri. 
cans to collect a force ſufficient to make ſome kind of ſtand, till a proper army could be formed. 
For this purpoſe, detachments from ſeveral parts were drawn to the borders of North Caro- 
| lina, where it was naturally expected the next motions of the Britiſh army would be directed. 
; On receiving this intelligence, Lord Cornwallis marched up the country, and ONO de- 
ſtroyed the remaining force of the enemy in that quarter. 

After this ſucceſs, the reduction of the extenſive province of South Carolina was ne ſo 
complete, at the time of Sir Henry Clinton's returning to his government of New York, that 
he informs the miniſter for the American department, in his letter, that there were few men 
in the province who were not either priſoners to, or in arms with the Britiſh forces; and he 

cannot reſtrain his exultation, at the number of the inhabitants who came in, from every 
quarter, to teſtify their allegiance, and to offer their ſervices in arms, in ſupport of his Ma- 
jeſty's government; and who, in many inſtances, had brought as priſoners their former 
leaders. That officer accordingly, in ſettling the affairs and government of the. province, 

adopted a ſcheme of obliging it to contribute largely to its own defence, and even to look for- 
ward in preſent exertion to future ſecurity, by taking an active ſhare in the ſuppreſſion of the 
rebellion on its borders. With this view, he was determined to admit of no neutrals, and 
that every man who did not avow himſelf an enemy to the Britiſh government, ſhould take 
an active part in its ſupport, On this principle, all perſons were expected to be in readineſs 

with their arms at a moment's warning; thoſe who had families, to form a militia for the 
home defence ; but thoſe who had none, to ſerve with the royal forces, for any fix months of 
the enſuing twelve, in which they might be called upon, to aſſiſt © in driving their” rebel * 
preſſors, and all the miſeries of war, far from the province,” &c. 

This ſyſtem of ſubduing one part of the Americans by the other, and of eſtabliſhing ſuch 
an internal force in each ſubjugated colony, as would be nearly, if not entirely, equal to its 
defence, had been often held out, and frequently ſuggeſted in England, as extremely praQti- 
cable. It therefore became the duty of Sir Henry Clinton to form ſuch a plan in South Ca- 
rolina, and for Lord Cornwallis, who ſucceeded him in the government, to purſue it : but 
all their ſanguine expectations ſeem to have had but a ſhallow foundation, and the firſt mo- 
ment of ſerious trial brought diſappointment along with it. Indeed, in a very ſhort time after 
Sir Henry Clinton s departure from Charleſtown, it appeared that many of the inhabitants 
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were ſo diſſatisfied with the preſent government, that they endeavoured to diſpoſe of their 
property upon ſuch terms as they could obtain, and to abandon the province. This conduct 
became ſo frequent and glaring, that Lord Cornwallis found it neceſſary towards the end of 
July, to iſſue a proclamation, ſtrictly forbidding all ſales and transfers of property, including 
even negroes, without a licence firſt obtained from the commandant of Charleſtown ; and 
likewiſe prohibiting all maſters of veſſels from carrying any perſon whatever, whether black 
or white, out of the colony, without a written paſſport from the ſame officer. The battle of 
Camden, that took place in the month of Auguſt, in which Lord Cornwallis gained a com- 
plete victory over the American army commanded by General Gates, convinced the Engliſh 
general that the return of American loyalty was a matter of no ſolid reliance ; that he could 
do little more than anſwer for the ground on which he encamped; and that in the war in 
which he commanded, ſucceſs did not wait upon victory. . | 

The affairs of America continued alſo to be extremely critical : the difficulties of the Con- 
greſs and the people had been greatly encreaſed by the depreciation of their paper currency.— 
At the time when the colonies engaged in a war with Great Britain, they had no regular civil 
government eſtabliſhed among them of ſufficient energy to enforce the collection of taxes, or 
to provide funds for the redemption of ſuch bills of credit as their neceſſities obliged them to 
iſſue. In conſequence of this ſtate of-things, their bills encreaſed in quantity far beyond the 
ſum neceſfary for the purpoſe of a circulating medium; and as they wanted, at the ſame time, 
ſpecific funds to reſt on for their redemption, they ſaw their paper currency daily fink in value.. 


The depreciation continued, by a kind of gradual progreſſion, from the year 1777 to 1780; 


ſo that, at the latter period, the continental dollars were paſſed, by common conſent, in moſt- 
parts of America, at the rate of 33ths below their nominal value. The impoſſibility of keep- 
ing up the credit of the currency to any fixed ſtandard, occaſioned great, and almoſt inſupera- 


ble embarraſſments, in aſcertaining the value of property, or carrying on trade with any ſuffi- 


cient certainty. Thoſe who ſold, and thoſe who bought, were left without a rule whereon to 
form any judgment of their profit or their loſs, and every ſpecies of commerce- or exchange, 
whether foreign or domeſtic, was expoſed to numberleſs and increafing difficulties. The conſe- 
quences of the depreciation of the paper currency were alſo felt with peculiar ſeverity by ſuch 


of the Americans as were employed in. their military ſervices, and greatly augmented their 


other hardſhips. The requiſitions made by the Congreſs to the ſeveral colonies for ſupplies, 
were alſo far from being always regularly complied, with; and their troops were not unfre- 
quently in want of the moſt common neceſſaries, which very naturally occaſioned complaints 


and diſcontents among them. Some of theſe difficulties, as they reſulted from their particular 


fituation, no wiſdom, perhaps, could have prevented; but they ſeem to have ariſen, in part, 
from the Congreſs not being ſufficiently acquainted with the principles of finance, and from a 
defect of ſyſtem in the departments of their government. The cauſe of the Americans appears 


. alſo to have ſuffered ſomewhat by their depending too much on temporary enliſtments : but 


the Congreſs endeavoured, towards the cloſe of the year 1783, to put their army upon a more 
permanent footing, and to give all the ſatisfaQtion to their officers and foldiers which their cir- 
eumſtances would admit. They appointed a committee for arranging their finances, and made 
ſome new regulations reſpecting their war- oſſice and treaſury-board, and other public de- 
partments, But, notwithſtanding theſe, and various other oppreſſive diſadvantages under 
which they at this time laboured, the Americans appeared to entertain no doubts but that they 
ſhould be able to maintain their independency and, on the 4th of July, celebrated the anni- 
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and public rejoicing. | e 


anxious and natural deſire to recover Gibraltar. The poſſeſſion of this important fortreſs by 
a foreign power was highly mortifying to the Spaniſh court and nation. It was compared to 

the long retention of Calais by the Engliſh, in former days, and the recovery of it was deemed _ 
as eſſential to the honour of the Spaniards, as that of Calais had been reputed by the French, 
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A very principal motive for Spain to join the confederacy againſt Great Britain was the 


in regard to their own. The principal plan of action was formed according to this idea, which 


was warmly acopted throughout Spain, and ſerved, in no ſmall degree, to-reconcile the people to 
a war, which was, in other reſpects, ſo much againſt their real intereſts, - As ſoon as the rup- 
ture was determined upon at Madrid, the Spaniſh court gave immediate orders to the command- 
ing officer of the forces in the vicinity of Gibraltar, to cut off all communication with that 


place, and to inveſt it in the cloſeſt manner poſlible. PPT. | 


: 


While the Spaniſh general blockaded Gibraltar by land, the admiral, Don Barcelo, did the 
ſame by ſea; but notwithſtandiug his ſuperiority, the Britiſh ſhips of force then in the bay, 


exerted themſelves with ſo much activity and ſpirit, as to elude his vigilance on numberleſs 


occaſions. BEN PSs 


The principal inconvenience under which the garriſon laboured, was che frequent ſcarcity 
of freſh proviſions : it had hitherto been abungantly ſupplied from the coaſt of Barbary, but 


to what cauſes it might be owing, a ſurprizing and unaccountable alteration had taken place 


in ſome of the ſtates along that coaſt. The Emperor of Morocco, in particular, had trans- 


. ferred his friendſhip from Great Britain to Spain, in a manner wholly unprecedented, He 
eſpouſed the cauſe of the latter with a zeal and partiality the more aſtoniſhing, as Britain had 


given him no provocation, and as the enmity ſubſiſting for ſo many ages between the Spani- 
ards and Moors, was in a manner conſtitutional, and founded upon cauſes that could 
never ceaſe to operate. So great, however, were the induſtry and reſolution of the Britiſh 


officers and ſeamen, that, in ſpite of all obſtructions, they frequently found means to procure 


the refreſhments that were wanted. In the mean time, the defence of the garriſon was ſo 
vigorous, even while it continued to be ſupplied in this ſcanty manner, that the enemy began 


to loſe all hope of reducing it. In order, however, to deprive it of this ſupport, they formed 


a project of burning all the ſhipping in the bay of Gibraltar. For this purpoſe, in the night 


of the 6th of June, favoured by an uncommon darkneſs, ten fire-ſhips ſtood over. from the 
Spanith to the Britiſh fide of the bay ; but from the enemy's precipitation in firing their ſhips 
too foon, and to the heavy cannonade with which they were received, the attempt was fruſtra- 
ted. The failure of this project was followed by the defeat of many others: No ſooner had 
the enemy puſhed their works forward, and conſtructed new batteries, than they were con- 
ſtantly deſtroyed ; ſo that the labour of many days was often loſt in a very few hours, and the 
whole to be recommenced with little proſpect of future ſucceſs, | PT ne 3 
According to a return made of the inhabitants and garriſon of Gibraltar about this time, 
the number of inhabitants was 3201 ; of which there were 506 Engliſh, 1832 Roman Catho- 
lics, and 863 Jews, —The houſes amounted to 446, of which 195 belonged to Proteſtants, 


144 to Roman Catholics, and 107 to Jews. The garriſon conſiſted of the 12th, 39th, 56th, 


«8th, 72d, and 73d Engliſh, with three Hanoverian regiments. ing S 
Notwithſtanding the misfortune which had. befallen Spain in the capture and deſtruction of 
me ſquadron under Admital Langara, jt was judged incumbent on the Houſe of Bourbon to 
| | f | | preſerve 
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1780 preſerve that appearance of ſtrength which they had at firſt diſplayed. A junction was con — 
9 ſequently formed of the French and Spaniſh fleets, in the ſame manner as in the preceding Wo | 
car, though with a very inferior force. To this naval combination was oppoſed the Britiſh 
feet of thirty ſhips of the line, commanded by Admiral Geary, who failed from Spithead in 
the early part of June, and in the beginning of July, was ſo fortunate as to fall in with a rich 
fleet from Port au Prince, of which he took twelve fail; the reſt, with the ihips of war that 
convoyed them, eſcaped, from the hazineſs of the weather. But the ſatisfaction afforded by 
this ſucceſs, was ſhortly loſt in the contemplation of one of the heavieſt blows that had ever 
been ſuſtained by the Britiſh commerce: a rich and conſiderable fleet, for the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies, under the conduct of Captain Moutray of the Ramilies, and two or three frigates, was 
intercepted, on the gth of Augult, by the combined fleet, under the command of Don Louis de 
Cordova : five Eaſt India ſhips (which, beſides arms, ammunition, and a train of artillery, were 
conveying a large quantity of naval ſtores, for the ſupply of the Britiſh ſquadron in the Eaſt) 
and above fifty Weſt Indiamen were taken; the Ramilies, with the frigates, and a few of the 
Weſt India ſhips, had the good fortune to eſcape. This fleet included, beſides the Eaſt India- 
men and merchantmen, eighteen victuallers, with a number of ſtoreſhips and tranſports, deſ- 
tined for his Majeſty's ſervice in the Weſt Indies. But the principal detriment . ſuſtained by 
this capture, was the loſs of ſeamen and troops, and of the ſupplies which were ſo much 
wanted in the different places for which they were intended. The number of priſoners 
amounted to 2,700 ſailors and ſoldiers, near 100 officers, and about 200 paſſengers of both ſexes. ; . 
As the combined fleet was known to be at Cadiz, and its putting to ſea anxiouſly appre- 
hended, it was certainly a very extraordinary conduct in government to ſuffer ſuch a fleet to- 
take a courſe ſo cloſe to the coaſt of Spain; at leaſt, if ſuch a courſe had been neceſſary, the 
grand fleet itſelf could not have been better employed than in guarding ſuch a rich and impor- 
tant flota till it was out of danger. But the reaſon aſſigned for this unfortunate riſque, that 
it was run in order to accommodate the merchants and the Eaſt India Company, was by no 
means ſufficient to juſtify the buſineſs; for it does nęt appear that it was at all neceſſary to 
ſteer cloſe to the continent of Europe in order to touch at the Madeiras ;- and, befides, as there 
was not a force ſufficient for its protection, the courſe ſhould have been varied, and ſuited to 
the emergency and danger. Indeed, the mercantile accommodation, however it may be, in 
general, a very eſſential object of miniſterial attention, was not of that degree of importance 
as to juſtify ſuch an hazard : the merchants might have provided their wines in another man- 
ner. The conſideration of ſuch matters belonged properly and ſolely to the miniſters at large, 
and to the admiralty in particular: they poſſeſſed all the means of information, and it there- | 
fore became their duty, in all ſuch caſes, to inform the ignorance,, or to correct the ſelfiſhneſs 
of the mercantile adventurer. | | | | 
About the ſame time, an account was received of the loſs of a-great part of the outward - 
bound Quebec fleet, which was intercepted off the banks of Newfoundland in the beginning 
of July, by ſome American privateers. Several of theſe veſſels were retaken, but about four- 
teen rich ſhips were carried entirely off. Theſe loſſes were very ſeverely felt, and operated as 
a heavy counterbalance to the captures the Britiſh privateers and ſhips af war had made from 
the enemy, EY | | 7 5 
While, however, all the reſt of Europe were entering into a confederaey, calculated for the 
ſubverſion of the Britiſh naval power, the Queen of Portugal alone perſevered in her friendſhip 
for us, and refuſed to accede to the armed neutrality. This refuſal was the more generous, as 
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when the ability of England for her protection became every day more procarions, It 4 
; , 


therefore, much to be regretted, that this friendſhip was in ſome degtee weakened, and in dan. 
ger of being loſt, through the imprudence of ſome Britiſh officers on the coaſt of Portugal, 
who, not contented with the advantages which they derived from the free uſe of her ports 

and the ſecurity thereby afforded to their prizes, are ſaid to have proceeded to equip and fe 
out cruizers in the river Tagus, in order to act againſt the enemy. This produced an order 
from that court, prohibiting the privateers of all nations from entering her ports, excepting in 
caſes of real neceſſity; and forbidding, even then, their longer ſtay than that neceſſity might 
demand. | 4 | 

Since the commencement of hoſtilities between Great Britain and her colonies, an inter. 
courſe very hoſtile to the former had been carried on by the Dutch with the latter: though 
not openly avowed by the Sates-General, it was encouraged by numbers of individuals, not 
only of the commercial claſſes who profited by it, but of all other denominations. The emi. 
faries of France excited ſuch a ſpirit of enmity to Britain, that” all the repreſentations which 
were made of. the detriment accruing to them, from ſuch a conduct being permitted or con- 
nived at, did not appear to make any impreſſion on the States, © 3:59: ' 


. * 


When France declared herſelf in favour of America, the French faction, wich had been 


. daily gaining ſtrength, determined to follow the example of that power; but in order, at the 


ſame time, to avoid the reſentment of Great Britain, judged it ſafeſt to enter into a clandeſtine 
treaty with the Americans : for this-purpoſe, a private negociation was ſet on foot with the 
commiſſioners appointed by the Congreſs. | 
This negociation was principally patroniſed by the regency of Amſterdam, a city that had 
1ong been notorious for its partiality to the cauſe of France, or indeed of any power that was 
hoſtile to Great Britain. The penſionary of this city, Mr. Van Berkel, a man of abilities, 
and a ſworn enemy to the Engliſh, was the perſon who conducted this buſineſs : being, from 
his office, a miniſter of ſtate of the greateſt authority and influence, it was ſpeedily ſettled.— 
Thus an alliance was produced between the Dutch and the Americans, of which the common 
enmity of both to the Britiſh nation became the ſtrongeſt bond. The terms of the treaty were 
indeed provifional, and the treaty itſelf purely commercial; but the Americans were clearly 
conſidered, in the whole of it, as a free and independent nation, 

Though Amſterdam alone ſeemed to act upon this occaſion, yet the world well underſtood, 
that the weight of this great and powerful city was too heavy to be counterbalanced by that of 
the whole province of which it is the capital, or even of all the Seven United Provinces. It 
was from a knowledge of this, together with the ſuperiority of the French faction in Holland, 
that the Congreſs relied on the validity of any meaſures and tranſactions that might take place 
between the reſpective agents of the contracting parties. Still, however, this treaty was ne- 
-gociated and concluded in the utmoſt concealment and privacy. It was ſigned on the 4th of 
September, 1778, by Mr. De Neufville, a Dutch merchant, on the one hand, and Mr, Wil 
liam Lee, on the other; both of whom repaired to Aix la Chapelle for that purpoſe, in order 
to avoid all ſuſpicion, Vs | | | 

This tranſaction had now lain dormant two entire years, and the ruling powers in America 
began to be very impatient to bring it forward, and to obtain an open acknowledgement of- it 
on the part of Holland, The events of theſe two years were ſuch, as encouraged them to 


think that the Dutch would not be backward to comply with their wiſhes. Much — 
| ha 
3 | 


d had taken place, and no ſmall: diſguſt 3 between Great Britain and Holland, from me : 
continual aſſiſtance which the latter afforded to France, and the reſolute AGEL which the 
former had adopted in order to prevent it.” | , 
Such was the ſituation of affairs, when Congreſs 'cſolved to depute a tn of the higheſt 
rank among them to Holland, in the character of an ambaſſador, for the purpoſe of bringing 
forward the buſineſs of an alliance between both countries to a ſolid and effectual concluſion, 
The perſon choſen for this important buſineſs, was Mr. Henry Laurens, late Preſident of the 
Congreſs; a gentleman of acknowledged abilities and reſpectable character. The high ſtation 
he had filled with ſo much propriety and applauſe, gave additional weight to the commiſſion 
he was inveſted with, —were conſiderations that might be naturally expected to accelerate the 
union propoſed between Holland and America. With this view he embarked at Philadelphia 
in a Congreſs packet, which, on the third of September, was taken by the Veſtal, Captain 
Keppel, near Newfoundland, He had thrown his papers overboard ;- but they were recovered, 
without having received any, material injury; and, on his arrival in England, after having 
undergone an examination before the Privy Council, Mr. Laurens was committed cloſe pri- 
ſoner to the Tower, on the ſixth of October, on a charge of high treaſon. Among his papers 
was found the treaty we have already mentioned, and which was entitled, A Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce between the Republic of Holland and the United States of America. This 
important inſtrument we ſhall give at large. 

The preamble recites, ** That the ſaid contracting ſtates of Holland and America, wiſhing 
to eſtabliſh a treaty of commerce, have refolved to fix it on the baſis of a perfect equality, and 
the reciprocal utility ariſing from the equitable laws of a free trade; provided, that the con- 

tracting parties ſhall be at liberty to admit, as they think good, other nations to partake of the 
advantages arifing from the ſaid trade actuated by the above equitable e eg the before- 
mentioned contracting parties have agreed on the following articles: | 

Art. I. There ſhall be a permanent, unalterable, and univerſal peace and amity, eſtabliſh- 
ed between their High Mightineſſes of the Seven Provinces of Holland, and the United States 

of North America; as well as between their reſpective ſubjects, iflands, towns and territories, 
ſituate under the juriſdiction of the reſpective ſtates above-mentioned, and 'their . 
without any diſtinction whatſoever of perſons or ſexes. | 

II. The ſubjects of the United Provinces of Holland ſhall be liable only" to ſack dutics as 
are paid by the natives and inhabitants of North America, in all the countries, ports, iſlands 
and towns belonging to the ſaid ſtates; and ſhall enjoy the rights, liberties, privileges, immu- 
nities and exemptions in their trade and navigation,' common to the ſaid natives and inhabi- 
tants, when the ſubjects of Holland ſhall have occafion to paſs from one American ſtate to 
another, as well as when bound from thence to any part of the world. | | 

III. The privileges, &c. granted by the foregoing article to the States of Holland, are, 
by the preſent, confirmed to the inhabitants of North America. 

© IV. The teſpective ſubjefts of the contracting parties, as well as the Abbt of the 
countries, iflands, or towns belonging to the ſaid parties, ſhall be at liberty, without produc- 
ing a written permiſſion, private or public paſs, to travel by land or water, or in whatever 
manner they think beſt, through the kingdoms, territories, provinces, &c. or dominions 

whatever, of either of the confederated ſtates, to have their free egreſs and regreſs, to remain 
in the ſaid places, and during the whole timg be at liberty to purchaſe every thing neceſſary to 
their own ſubſiſtenge and uſe: they ſhall alſo be treated with every mark of reciprocal friend- 
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in perfe& conformity with the laws, ſtatutes; and ordinances of thoſe ſaid kingdorns, 
Kc. where they may ſojourn; treating each other with mutual friendſhip, and : 
among themſelves the moſt perfect harmony, by means of a conſtant correſpondence. 

4. The ſubjects of the contracting powers, and the inhabitants of all places belongi 
to the faid powers, ſhall be at liberty to carry their ſhips and goods (ſueh as are not e. 
by che law of the reſpective ſtates) into all ports, places, &c. belonging to the ſaid Powers, 
and to tarry, without any limitation of time: to hire whole houfes, or in part: to buy and 


towns, 
BP 


purchaſe from the manufacturer or retailer, either in the public markets, fairs, &c. all ſorts 
| of goods and merchandize not forbidden by any particular law: to open warehouſes for the 


fale of goods and effects imported from other parts: nor ſhall they be at any time forced againſt 
their conſent, to bring-the ſaid goods and wares to the markets and fairs; provided, hever. 
theleſs, that they do not diſpoſe of them by retail, or elſewhere: they ſhall not, however, he 
liable to any tax or duties, on this or any other account, except thoſe only which are to be 
paid for their ſhips or goods, according to the lawvys and cuſtoms of the reſpective ſtates, and 


at the rate ſtipulated by the preſent treaty. Moreover, they ſhall be entirely at liberty to de- 


part, without the leaſt hinderance, (this extends alſo to their wives, children, and ſuch fer. 
vants who may be deſirous to follow their maſter) and to take with them all goods bought or 


imported at any time; and for ſuch places as they may think proper, by land, or ſea, or rivers, 


or lakes; all privileges, laws, conceſſions, immunities, &c. to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


« VI, In regard to religious worſhip, the moſt unbounded liberty ſhall be granted to the 
ſubjects of the faid confederate ſtates, for themſelves and families. They ſhall not be com- 


pelled to frequent the churches, &c. but ſhall have full liberty to perform divine ſervice, after 


their own manner, without any moleſtation in either church or chapel, or private houſes 
{apertis foribus). It is further provided, that any ſubject of one of the contracting powers 


dying, in any place belonging to the other, ſhall be interred in decent and convenient places, 
allotted for that purpoſe ; and, in fine, that no inſult ſhall, at any time, or in any manner 


whatever, be offered to the dead or interred bodies. 


« VII. It is farther agreed and ſettled, that in all duties, impoſts, taxes, dec. laid on goods, 


perſons, merchandize, &c. of each and every ſubject of the contracting powers, under any 
denomination whatſoever, the ſaid ſubjects, inhabitants, &c. ſhall enjoy equal privileges, fran- 
chiſes, immunities, either in the courts of juſtice, and in every matter of trade, commerce, 


or any other caſe, and ſhall be treated with the ſame favour and diſtinction hitherto granted, 


or hereafter to be granted to any foreign nation whatſoever. 

« VIII. Their High Mightineſſes the States General of the Seven United Bron ſhall 
uſe the moſt efficacious means in their power, to protect the ſhips and goods belonging to any 
of the United States of America, be they public or private property, when in the ports, roads, 
or ſeas adjoining the ſaid iſlands, &c. belonging to their ſaid High Mightineſſes, and to uſe all 
their endeavours to bring about a reſtitution to be made to the owners, or their agents, of al 
veſſels and goods captured within their juriſdiction; and the ſhips of war belonging to their 


ſaid High Mightineſſes ſhall take under their protection, and convoy the ſhips belonging to 


the ſaid American States, or any of the ſubje&s or inhabitants thereof, following the ſame 
courſe, and defend the ſaid ſhip as long as they remain in company, againſt all attacks, vo- 
lence, or oppreſſion, in like manner as they are in duty bound to defend the ſhips of their 
High Mightineſſes the Seven United Provinces of Holland. 
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mY « IX. By this article, the ſame obligation i is laid gn the American States, in four of the 

ſhipping, Nc. belonging to thoſe of Holland. 
4% X. Their High Mightineſſes the States of Holland ſhall interpoſe, and employ their good 
offices in favour of the ſaid American States, their ſubjeQs and inhabitants, with the Emperor 
of Morocco; the Regencies of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, and all along the coaft of Barbary 
and Africa, and with the ſubjeRs of the ſaid powers, that the ſhips, &c. of the ſaid American 
States, be as much as poſſible, and to the beſt advantage, protected againſt the violences, in · 
ſults, ape 40. of the id reinen and ſubjects on the coaſt of en and 
2 *. 
XI. It ſhall be permitted and 1 to each and every ſubject wh inhabitant” of the 
contracting powers, to leave, bequeath, or diſpoſe of, in caſe of ſickneſs, or at their death, 
all effects, goods, merchandizes, ready money, &c. being their property, at or before their 
deceaſe, in any town, ifland, &c. belonging to the reſpeAiye contracting powers, in favour 
of ſuch perſon or perſons, as they may think proper. Moreover, whether the ſaid ſubjects 
ſhould die after having made ſach wills, or inteſtate, their lawful heirs, executors, or admi- 
niſtrators, dwelling in any part of the poſſeſſions of the contracting powers, or aliens coming 
from other countries, ſhall be at liberty, without hindrance or delay, to claim, and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of, all ſuch goods and effects, conformably to the reſpe&ive laws of each country. 
Nor ſhall their right be diſputed, under pretence of any prerogative, peculiar to any ſeparate _ 
province, or perſon whatſoever. Provided, nevertheleſs, that the claim to the effects of a 
perſon who died inteſtate, be ſupported by ſuch proofs as the laws of either of the contracting 
powers have provided in ſuch caſes; all laws, ſtatutes, e, droits d' Aubine, &c. to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. Y 
„XII. The effects and property of the ſubjeQs of either of the contracting powers, dying 
in any town; iſland, &c, belonging to the other, ſhall be fequeſtered for the uſe of the lawful! 
heirs and ſucceſſors of the deceaſed. The council, or public miniſter of the nation, to which 
the perſon thus dying belonged, ſhall take an inventory of all ſuch goods, effects, papers, writ- 
ings, and books of account of the deceaſed. The faid inventory to be delivered into the 
hands of three merchants of known and approved integrity, who ſhall be nominated for the 
purpoſe of acting as truſtees to the heirs, executors, &c. or creditors of the deceaſed : nor ſhall 
any court of judicature interfere, unleſs the ſaid heirs, &c. ſhould require it in the due courſe 
of law. 
« XIII. The reſpective ſubjects of the contracting parties, ſhall be at liberty to chooſe for 
themſelves advocates, attornies, notaries, ſolicitors, and agents; to this end, that ſuch advo- 
. cates, &c. ſhall, by the judges of the court aforeſaid, be called in, if the ſaid judges ſhould, 
by the parties, be required ſo to do. | | 
«© XIV. The merchants, commanders, or r owners of ſhine; failors of every denomination, - 
ſhips or veſſels, effects, and goods in. general, belonging to either party, or any of its ſubjects 
or inhabitants, ſhall, at no time, fer any private or public purpoſe, by virtue of any edict 

whatſoever, be taken, or detained in the countries, ports, iſlands, &c. belonging to either of 
the contracting parties, to be employed in the ſervice, to forward military expeditions, or any 
other purpoſe; and much leſs for the private uſe of any one, by violence, or other means made 
uſe of to moleſt or inſult the ſaid ſubjects. It is farther ſtrictly forbidden to the ſaid ſubjects, 
on both fides, not to take away, violently, the property of each qther; but, the copſent of 
the proprietor once obtained, they ſhall be at I to pprchaſe, paying ready money for the 
q 2 - ſame, 
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1986 ſame, This athcle; however, is not to be underſtood as eiten Aug eo! bucht caſes; bin, 


* ſeizure ſhall be made, or the embargo laid by the authority of the legiſſative power for debe 
incurred, or crimes committed, which ſhall be tried by the due courſe of law. 
_ « XV, It is farther provided and agreed, that all merchants, commanders of ſhips, ang 
other ſabjetts belonging to their High Mightineſſes the States of the Seven United Provinces, 
+ ſhall regulate their private affairs by themſelves, or by ſuch agents as they may chuſep in all 
and every place within the juriſdiction of the United States of America: nor ſhall they be com. 

pelled to employ, or pay any interpreter or broker, but ſuch as they think fit to appoint. 

Moreover, in the lading or unlading of ſhips, the maſters ſhall not be obliged to employ per. 
ſons appointed for that purpoſe, by public authority; but ſhall be at full liberty to do it then. 
_ ſelves, or call in the affiſtance of any one they ſhall chuſe, without being liable to pay any fee 
or retribution to any body. Neither ſhall they be compelled to land any particular merchan. 


dize, to put them on board other ſhips, to take others on board their own, without their fre 


conſent ; or to remain laden longer than they ſhall think proper. The ſubjects and inhabitant; 
of the United States of America, ſhall fully enjoy the ſame privileges in all the dominions of 
the States of Holland. 

«© XVI. In caſe any diſpute or controverſy ſhould ariſe between the maſter of a ſhip and 
his crew, belonging to one of the two nations, and then in any port within the dominions of 
the other, concerning the payment of wages, or any other matter to be determined by the civil 
law, the magiſtrate of ſuch port, or place, ſhall only require the defendant to deliver to the 
plaintiff, a declaration under his hand, and witneſſed by the ſaid magiſtrate ; by which the ſaid 


-* defendant ſhall bind himſelf to appear, and anſwer the complaint laid againſt him, before a 
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competent judge in his own country. This being done, the ſaid crew ſhall not be permitted 
to leave the ſhip, or prevent the maſter from following his courſe. The merchants of either 
nation ſhall be authoriſed to keep their books in what language and- manner they may think 
beſt, without the leaſt hindrance or moleſtation. But, in caſe it ſhould be neceſſary, in order 
to ſettle a point of law, for them to produce their books, they ſhall bring them into court for 
examination; in ſuch a manner, however, that neither the judge, nor any one elſe, whatſo- 
ever, ſhall be permitted to peruſe any article in the ſaid books, but ſuch as may be abſolutely 
neceſſary to aſcertain the authenticity and regularity of the ſaid books. Nor ſhall any one, 
under any pretence whatever, preſume to force the ſaid books and * from the owners, 
or detain them : caſes of bankruptcy alone excepted. 

„XVII. The ſhips of either nation, bound to the reſpective ports, ſhall, - Upon a juſt cauſe 
of being ſuſpected, either in regard to their deſtination or their cargoes, be obliged to produce, 
either at ſea, in the roads, or ports, not only their paſſports, but alſo certificates, n 
that the goods they have on board are not prohibited by the reſpective laws. 

« XVIII. If, upon ſuch certificates being produced, the examining party ſhould Alkor | 
that ſome of the goods mentioned in the bills of lading are prohibited by this treaty, or bound 
to ſome port belonging to the enemy; in ſuch caſe it ſhall not be lawful to break into any part 
of the ſhip, or force any tranks, boxes, barrels, &c. nor even to diſplace any part of the car- | 
goes (whether ſuch ſhip belongs to Holland or America) to come at the ſaid goods, which are 
not in any ways to be ſearched until they are landed in the preſence of ſome officers of the Ad- 
miralty Court, who' ſhall enter a verbal proceſs about them. Nor ſhall it be permitted to ſell, 
exchange, or adulterate the ſaid goods in any wiſe, till the law ſhall have taken its courſe, and 


the matter be determined by the ſentence of the reſpe&ive Admiralty Courts, pronouncing 
| them 
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ins them ſeizable: — and other parts of the cargo not prohibited by treaty, ſhall not be de- 
' tained, under the pretence of part of the lading being condemned, and much leſs confiſcated 
as lawful prizes. But, in caſe part of the cargo ſhould conſiſt of the ſaid prohibited goods, 
and the maſter of the ſhip ſhall conſent to deliver them up immediately, then the captor, hav- 
ing taken out of the ſaid ſhip the prohibited goods, ſhall permit the maſter to continue his 
courſe to the place of his deſtination: yet, if all the prohibited goods could not be taken on 
board the captor, the latter ſhall, notwithſtanding; the maſter's free, tender of the ſaid goods, 
bring the former into the neareſt port; where it ſhall be produced 1 in manner aforeſaid. | 

„XIX. It is agreed on the contrary; that all effects, &c. of any ſubject of either ſtate, 
found on any ſhip taken from an enemy, ſuch. effects, &c. though they be not prohibited by 
any article of this treaty, ſhall be confidered as lawful prize, and be diſpaſed of as if they be- 
longed to the enemy: (except only in caſe the war ſhould not have been proclaimed, or not 
come to the knowledge of the proprietors of the ſaid effects, &c.) which, in ſuch. caſes only, 
ſhall not be liable to be confiſcated, but be immediately returned to the owners without any 
delay, upon their making good their claim; provided, nevertheleſs, that the ſaid goods are not 
of the kind which are prohibited ; nor will it be lawful to ſhip them afterwards, for any of the 
enemy's ports: the two contracting parties agreeing, moreover, that fix months, from the 
date of a declaration of war, will be conſidered as a ſufficient notice to the ſubjects of either 
ſtate, whatever quarter of the world they may. come from. 2 

XX. In order to provide-farther for the ſafety of the ſubjects on both ſides, that neither of 
the parties may be annoyed by the armed ſhips or privateers belonging to the other, during the 
courſe of a war, particular injunctions ſhall be laid upon the commanders of ſhips and pri- 
vateers, &c. &c. to the reſpective ſubjeQs of the contracting powers, not to vex or offer any 
moleſtation to any one of them; and, in caſe of failure herein, the offending party ſhall be 
puniſhed, and compelled to make good the damage, their perſons and fortunes anſwering for 
the ſame. 6. 

„XXI. All ſhips and effects retaken from privateers or pirates, ſhall be carried into ſome 

of the ports belonging to either ſtate, and returned to the owners, upon their giving ſatisfac- 
tory proofs of their right to the ſaid recaptures. 

XXII. It ſhall be lawful for all commanders of ſhips of war, privateers, &c. to carry of 
freely all ſhips. and effects taken from the enemy, without being ſubject to pay any duty or 
duties to the admiralty or ather courts ;. nor ſhall ſuch prizes be liable to be detained. or ſeized 
upon in any of the ports of the reſpective ſtates: the ſearching officers ſhall not be permitted 
to viſit or ſearch the ſaid prizes: the captors whereof will be at liberty to put back to ſea, and 
convoy the prizes Wherever they are directed to be carried; as ſpecified. in the orders given 

to the commanders of ſuch ſhips, privateers, &c. which they ſhall be obliged to produce. But 

all the ports of both ſtates ſhall be ſhut againſt all prizes made on the ſubjects of either: and 

| In caſe ſuch prizes and captors ſhould be driven to ſome of the faid d. by ſtreſs of weather, 
every means ſhall be employed to haſten their departure... 

„XXIII. In caſe any ſhips, boats, &c. ſhould be wrecked or otherwiſh damaged.on the- 
coaſts of either of the contracting ſtates, all aid and aſſiſtance ſhall be given to the diſtreſſed 
crews, to whom a and free - conduct ſhall be granted for their return into their owt 
country. | 4 

XXIV. If a ſhip. or ſhips, either of war, or employed for the purpoſe of trading, by one 
of the ſtates, ſhould, by ſtreſs of weather, imminent danger from pirates, enemies, &c. be 
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treated with all humanity, friendſhip, and moſt cordial protection. Leave ſhall be grantel 
them to take in proviſions and refreſhments at a reaſonablg rate, and to purchaſe whateyer they 
may ſtand in need of, either for themſelves or for the purpoſe of repairing the damage 


may have ſuffered, and alſo for the continuation of their voyage. No obſtacle whatever * 


de laid in their way to ſtop or detain them in any of an ſaid ports, on whence they dal be ; 
at kgs to ſail, whenever they may think fit. 


„XXV. In order to put commerce in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate, it is agreed, that, in caſe 
a-war ſhould at any time break out between the contracting parties, fix months ſhall be al. 
lowed to the reſpective ſubjects for them to retire with their families and property, to whatever 
Place they may judge proper; alſo to be at liberty, during the above ſpace of time, to ſell or 
otherwiſe diſpoſe of their goods and chattels, without the leaſt hindrance or moleſtation.” But, 
above all, it is provided, that the ſaid ſubjects ſhall not be detained, by arreſtment or Aim. 
On the contrary, during the aforeſaid fix months, the reſpective ſtates, and their ſubjeRs, or 
inhabitants, ſhall have good and ſpeedy juſtice done to them; ſo that, during the faid time, 
they may recover their goods and effects, whether they be in the public funds, or in private 
Hands. And if any part thereof ſhould happen to be embezzled, or that any inſult or wrong 
ſhould have been offered to the ſubjects, &c. of either ſtate, the offending party ſhall give the 
immediate and convenient ſatisfaction for ſuch embezzletnent, wrong, or infalt. 

«© XXVI. The ſubjects, &c. of either ſtate ſhall abſtain from requiring or accepting any 
commiſſions or letters of marque from any power then at war with either of the ſaid ſtates, ſo 
as to command armed ſhips againſt either, and to their detriment; and if any individual be- 


longing to either, ſhould fail herein, he ſhall be dealt with as being guilty of piracy. 


« XXVII. It ſhall not be lawful for any privateer, not belonging to either of Aen. 
ing parties, which might be furniſhed with commiſſions, or letters of marque from any power, 
in actual enmity with either of them, to fit out their ſhips in any port belonging to the ſaid 
Mates, therein ſell their prizes, or make in any wiſe an exchange of their ſaid ſhips, merchan - 
dize, goods, or effects, being the whole or part of the cargo contained in the aforeſaid cap- 
tures. Nor ſhall the ſaid eommanders be permitted to take in proviſions, but juſt as much 2s 
will enable them to reach a port, neareſt to the dominion of their employers. 

« XXVHI. Subjects and inhabitants of both che contracting parties ſhall be at liberty to 
navigate their fhips (without any diſtinction of owners, to whom the cargo or cargoes may 
belong) from all ports whatever belonging to the powers, that then are, or afterwards may be 
In amity with either of the afore-mentioned ſtates; as alſo to trade in their way to or from 
ſuch places, ports, and towns belonging to the enemies of either party, whether the aid place 
be within the juriſdiction of one or more powers. It is alſo hereby ſtipulated, that the freedom 
.of ſhipping will be extended to the cargoes belonging to the reſpective ſubjects or inhabitants 
of the ſaid ſtates, though the whole, or part of the ſaid cargo ſhould be the enemy's property. 

This privilege is alfo to be conſtructed as extending to all perſons whatever, on board the fad 
Ihips (the military in the enemy's ſervice only excepted) as well as contraband goods. 

«© XXIX. This article contains a large enumeration of the goods prohibited to be carried to 
he enemy, which comprehends all manner of warlike ſtores. It gives alſo an account of ſuck 
goods as may belawfully exported ; namely, cloathing and other manufactured .goods of wool, 
cloth, filks, &c. &c. the matters employed in manufacturing the ſame.; gold and filver either 
oincd or in bullion, all ſorts of metals, corn, and ſeeds, ſpices, tobacco, meat, faltor ſnout 
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ot faſhioned in the ſhape of any tool or warlike inſtrument uſually employed in war, either 
by fox oe tid: all the aforelaid goods and wares, ſhall. at no time be looked upon as contra- 
band; and may be carried by the ſubjeQs and inhabitants of the confederate ſtates, even to the 
places belonging to the enemy then at war with either party, excepting only ſuch towns and 
places, which might happen to be beſieged, ſurrounded:or MF uÞ at the time of ſhipping 
off, for their uſe, the faid wares and goods. 
XXX. In order to prevent all diſſenſion and difficulty ch might ariſe ag the ſub- 
jects of either ſtate, in caſe one of them ſhould go to war with ſome other power or powers, 
is ſhipping, &c. belonging to the other party, ſhall be provided with letters or paſſes, ſpecify- 
ing the name, cargo, and burthen of the ſhip, together with the captain or maſter's name, and: 
the place of his reſidence : that thus it may appear that the ſhip, &c. belongs truly to the ſaid 
ſubjects and inhabitants. The ſaĩd paſs to be wpited as na be mentioned at tha end of this- 
preſent treaty. 

« Theſe letters, or paſſes, ſhall be renewed every year, if the bearers ſhould return-to the 
ſame port within that time. It is farther agreed, that, beſides the aforeſaid paſſes, certificates 
ſhall be given, mentioning every part of the cargoes, the reſpective places from and to which 
ſuch ſhips may be bound. The faid certificates to be drawn up in the uſual form, before the 
officers of the place from whence the ſaid ſhips art to ſail; and the ſaid officers ſhall be at 
liberty to mention, by name, if they think it expedient, the owners of the cargo or cargoes, 

« XXXI. The commanders or owners of ſhips belonging to the contracting parties, enter- 
ing into any of the roads of either of the ſaid ſtates, who may not think proper to enter into 
port; or, when entered, will not chuſe to unload either the whole or part of their cargo, ſhall 
not be compelled to declare in what it confiſts, unleſs a well grounded ſuſpicion ſhould ariſe, 
on ſome evident circumſtances, of their being laden for the enemy, or carrying from one of 
the confederate ſtates, to the other, any prohibited goods; in which cafe, ſuch commanders, 
owners, or inhabitants, fhall be obliged to ſhew their Hal and certificates, drawn up in: 
the manner hereafter mentioned. 

IIXXXII. When the ſhips, eie to either ſtate, Gilling coaſtways, or otherwiſe, 
ſhall be met by the ſhips of war, privateers, &c. of the other party, in order to-prevent miſ- 
chief, the latter ſhall keep out of the reach of the guns, though it will be lawful for them to 
ſend their boats to board the above ſaid merchantmen, not ſuffering above two or three men 
at a time to get on board to them. The maſter or commander of the ſaid ſhip, ſhall preſent 
his paſſports, conformably to the tenor hereafter recited. | After which, the ſaid ſhip, or mer- 
chantman, ſhall be at full liberty to continue its voyage, without being ſearched, chaſed, or 
obliged to alter its courſe, or otherwiſe moleſted, under any pretence whatſoever. | 

* XXXIIL. It is farther agreed, that all goods and effects whatever, being once put on 
board of a ſhip, or ſhips, belonging to either of the contracting parties, ſhall not be liable to 
a ſecond viſit, or ſearch, after having undergone that which muſt precede the lading of ſuch 
ſhips; as all prohibited goods muſt be ſtopped on the very ſpot, before they are ſuffered to be 
carried on board the ſhips belonging to either party ; the ſame not being liable to any other 
kind of embargo for the aforeſaid cauſe. And the ſubjects of either ſtate, where ſuch effects 
ſhall, or ſhould have been ſeized upon, ſhall be puniſhed for importing the ſame, according 
to the manner provided by the laws, cuſtoms, and ordinances of his own native country. 

% RXXXIV. Tho 
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: 5986” % XXXIV. The contracting parties mutusliy agree, that they ſhall, ber at "IE har 
* bes * weir teren conſuls, vice conſuls, commiſſaries, and other agents, appointed by, and for 57 
| "ext party. Their functions and officers ſhall be regulated by a particular convention, hen. 
e either of the contracting powers ſhall think proper to appoint ſuch officers, Pi 
Here follows the form of the paſſport and certificate, the nen and purport of Phich 
Are fafficieritly explained in the thirtieth article of this treaty.” v 
© This difcovery gave ſo much and ſuch juſt offence to our og that Sir Joſeph Yorke, on 
tte tenth of November, preſented the following memorial to the States General. 
The King, my maſter; has, through the whole courſe: of his reign, ſhewed che moſt 
ſincere deſire to preſerve the union which has ſubſiſted upwards of a century, between his 
crown and the republic. This union is founded on the durable baſis of a reciprocal intereſt, 
and as it has greatly contributed to the welfare of both nations, the natural enemy both of the 
one and the other is uſing his utmoſt policy to deſtroy it; and for ſome time paſt his endes. 
vours have been but too ſucceſsful, being ſupported by a faction that aims at domineering = 
the republic, ane en is at all times mn to nie mh PER intereſt to their own 
private views, © / 

„The King has beheld; with —_ regret * furpriſe,. the ſmall eff 5 Jang * 

_  <laims for the ſtipulated ſuccours, and the repreſentations. of his ambeſlidor on the 18 
tion of the moſt ſolemn engagements, have produced. * 

His Majefty's moderation has induced him to 8 this conduct of 3 Tour High Mg 

tineſſes to intrigues of a prevailing faction; and he would ſtill per ſuade himſelf, that your juſ- 

_ . tice and diſcernment will determine you to fulfil your engagements towards him, and to.proye 
by your whole conduct, that you are reſolved vigorouſly to adhere to the ſyſtem formed by the 
wiſdom of your anceſtors, which is the only one that can ſecure the ſafety and glory of the 
republic. 

„% The anſwer which your High Gaines return to this declaration, which the Jer 
ſigned makes by the expreſs order of his court, will be conſidered as the touchſtone of your 
intentions and ſentiments reſpecting the King. 

« For a long time paſt the King has had innumerable indications = the 3 defigns | 
of an unruly cabal; but the papers of Mr. Laurens, who ſtiles himſelf Preſident of the pre- 
tended Congreſs, furniſhes the diſcovery of a plot, unexampled in all the annals of the repub- 
lic. It appears by theſe papers, that the gentlemen of Amſterdam have been engaged an a clan- 
deſtine correſpondence with the American rebels, from the month of Auguſt, 1778, and that 
inſtructions and full powers had been given by them for the concluſion of a treaty of indiſput- 
able amity, with thoſe rebels, who are the fubjects of a ſovereign to whom the republic is 
united by the cloſeſt engagements. The authors of this plot do not even attempt to deny i, 
but, on the contrary, vainly endeavour to juſtify their conduct. 

In theſe circumſtances, his Majeſty, relying on the equity of your High Mightiaeſſe 
demands a formal diſavowal of ſuch irregular conduct, which is no leſs contrary to your moſt 
ſacred engagements, than to the fundamental laws. of the conſtitution of Batavia, The King 
demands equally a prompt ſatisfaction proportioned to the offence, and an exemplary puniſh- 
ment on the Penſioner Van Berkel, and his eee as diſturbers of the public peace, al and 
violators of the law of nations. 

„His Majeſty perſuades himſelf, that the anſwer of your High Mightineſſes will be ſpeed 


and no & in all reſpects; but ſhould the contrary happen; if 1 ſhould refuſe ſo juſt 
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ten or endeavour to elude it by ſilence which will be regarded as a refuſal, then the King 5 


cannot but eonſider the republic itſelf, as approving of thoſe outrages which they refuſe to diſ- 
avow and to puniſh; and. after ſuch cond uct, his Majeſty will find himſelf under the nece ty 


of taking thoſe meaſures, which the preſervation of his awn dignity, and the effential intereſts 


5 of his people demand. 7 5 (Signed) 


© JOSEPH Yor&cre.” | 

No immediate . being given by the States General to this memorial, the demand con- 
tained in it was pteſſed by the Britiſh ambaſſador in repeated conferences; and, on the 12th of 
December, he preſented a ſecond memorial, which concludes in the following manner. 

In deliberating upon that memorial, to which the under-figned here requires an immediate 
and ſatisfactory anſwer in every reſpe&t, your High Mightineſſes will doubtleſs conſider, that 
the affair is of the laſt importance ; that it relates ta the complaint of an offended ſovereign ; 
that the offence, for which he demands an exemplary puniſhment, and a complete ſatisfaction, 
is a violation of the Batavian conſtitution, of which the King is a guarantee; an infraction of 
the public faith; an attempt againſt the dignity of his crown. The King has never imagined, 
that your High Mightineſſes bad approved of a treaty with his rebellious ſubjects: that had 
been raiſing the buckler on your part, and would have been a declaration of war. But the of- 
fence has been committed by the magiſtrates of a city, which makes a conſiderable part of the 
fate; and it belongs to the ſovereign power to puniſh and give ſatisfaQion for it. 

His Majefty, by the complaints made by his ambaſſador, has placed the puniſhment and 
the reparation in the hands of your High Mightineſſes; and it will not be till the laſt extre- 
mity, that is to ſay, in the caſe of a denial of juſtice, or of filence, which muſt be interpreted 
as a refuſal, that the King will take them upon bimſelf.” 

To-this memorial no other anſwer was given, than it would be taken into conſideration. 
according to the uſages and forms cuſtomary in ſuch matters, and that a reply would be given 
as ſoon as the nature of their government would admit. This anſwer, however, not proving 
ſatisfactory to the court of Great Britain, it came to the reſolution of recalling the Britiſh am- 
baſſador from the Hague, and of proceeding to immediate hoſtilities againſt, the ſubjects of the 
United Provinces; and, on the 20th of December, the following manifeſto was publithed. 

«© GEORGE R. | 

Through the whole courſe of our reign, our bongult towards the "Rok General of the 
United Provinces has been that of a ſincere friend and faithful ally. Had they adhercd to thoſe 
wile principles which uſed to govern the republic, they muſt have ſhewn themſelyes equally 
ſolicitous to maintain the friendſhip which has ſo long ſubſiſted between the two nations, and 
which is eſſential to the intereſts of both: but, from the prevalence of a faction devoted to 
France, and following the dictates of that court, a very different policy has prevailed, The 
return made to our friendſhip, fer ſome time paſt, has been an open contempt of the moſt 
ſolemn engagements, and a repeated violation of the public faith. On the commencement of 


the defenſive war, in which we found ourſelyes engaged by the aggreſſion of France, we ſhew- 


ed a tender regard for the intereſts of the States General, and a deſire of ſecuring to their ſub- 
jects every advantage of trade, conſiſtent with the great and juſt principle of ;qur on defence. 
Our ambaſſador was inſtructed to offer a friendly negpciation, to abyiate eyery thing that 
might lead to diſagreeable diſcuſſion ; and to this offer ſolemnly made by him to the States 
General, the ſecond of November, 1778, no attention was paid. After the number of our 
Enemies increaſed by the aggreſſion of Spain, equally unprovoked with that of France, we 

VoL. IV. * | found 
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3 | by Found it neceſſary to call upon the States General for the gerformnich! of their er ts 
The fifth article of the perpetual defenſive alliance between our crown and the States = 
concluded at Weſtminſter the third of March, 1678, beſides the general engagements for ſyc. 
cours, expreſsly ſtipulates, © That that party of the two allies which is not attacked, ſhall be 
obliged to break with the aggreſſor in two months after the party attacked ſhall' require it.? 
Vet two years have paſſed without the leaſt affiſtance given to us, without a ſingle ſyllable ; in 
anſwer to our repeated demands. So totally regardleſs have the States been of their treaties 
with us, that they readily promiſed our enemies to obſerve a neutrality in direct contradiction 
to thoſe engagements; and whilſt they have with- held from us the ſuccours they were bound 
to furniſh, every fecret aſſiſtance has been giver: the enemy ; and inland duties have been taken 
off, for the ſole purpoſe of facilitating the carriage of naval ſtores to France. 
c Tn direct and open violation of treaty, they ſuffered an American pirate to remain . | 
| weeks in one of their ports, and even permitted a part of his crew to mount guard i in a fort in 
. the Texel. In the Eaſt Indies, the ſubjects of the States General, in concert with France, 
have endeavoured to raiſe up enemies againſt us. In the Weſt Indies, particularly at St. 
Euſtatia, every protection and aſſiſtance has been given to our rebellious ſubjects. Their pri- 
vateers are openly received in the Dutch harbours ; allowed to refit there; ſupplied with arms 
and ammunition ; their crews recruited ; their prizes brought in and fold ; and all this in dire& 
violation of as clear and ſolemn ſtipulations as can be made. | 
This conduct, ſo inconfiſtent with all good faith, fo repugnant to the | ſenſe of the wiſeſt 
part of the Dutch nation, is chiefly to be aſcribed to the prevalence of the leading magiſtrates 
of Amſterdam, whoſe ſecret correſpondence with our rebellious. ſubje&s was ſuſpected, long 
before it was made known by the fortunate diſcovery of a treaty, the firſt article of which is: 
© There ſhall be a firm, inviolable, and univerfal peace and ſincere friendſhip, between their 
High Mightineſſes the States of the Seven United Provinces of Holland, and the United 
* States of North America, and the ſubjects and people of the ſaid parties; and between the 
* countries, iſlands, cities and towns, fitvated under the juriſdiction of the ſaid United States 
of Holland, and the ſaid United States of America, and the people and inhabitants thereof, 
of every degree, without exception of perſons and places.” This treaty was figned in Sep- 
tember, 1778, by the expreſs order of the Penſionary of Amſterdam, and other principal ma- 
giſtrates of that city. They now not only avow the whole tranſaction, but glory in it, and 
expreſsly ſay, even to the States General, that what they did, was what their indifpenſable 
duty required.“ In the mean time, the States General declined to give any anſwer to the 
memorial preſented 'by our ambaſſador; and this refuſal was aggravated by their proceeding 
upon other buſineſs, nay, upon the conſideration of this very ſubject to internal purpoſes; _ 
and, while they found it impoſſible to approve the conduct of their ſubjects, N {till induſ- | 
_ triouſly avoided to give us the ſatisfaftion ſo manifeſtly due. 
«© We had every right to expect, that ſuch a diſcovery would have rouſed them to a juſt in- 
dignation at the inſult offered to us and to themſelves ; and that they would have been eager 
to give us full and ample fatisfa&tion for the offence, and to infli& the ſevereſt puniſhment 
upon the offenders. The urgency of the buſineſs, made an inſtant anſwer eſfential to the 
honour and ſafety of this country, The demand was accordingly preſſed by our ambaſſador 
in repeated conferences with the miniſters; and, in a ſecond memorial, it was preſſed with all 


the carneſtneſs which could proceed from our ancient friendſhip, and the ſenſe of recent in- 
6 juries; 
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* and the anſwer now given to a memorial on ſuch a ſubject, delivered about fiye weeks 
. is, That the States have taken it ad referendum.” Such an anſwer, upon ſuch an occa- 


| Gon, could only be dictated by the fixed purpoſe of hoſtility meditated, and already reſolved 


by the States, induced by the offenſive councils of Amſterdam thus to countenance the hoſtile 
aggreſſion, which the magiſtrates of that city have made in the name of the republic. | 

4 There is an end to the faith of all treaties with them, if Amſterdam may uſurp the ſovereign 
power, may violate thoſe treaties with impunity, by pledging the States to engagements directly 
contrary, and leaguing the republic with the rebels of a ſovereign to whom ſhe is bound by the 
cloſeſt ties. An infraction of the law of nations, by the meaneſt member of any country, 
gives the injured ſtate a right to demand ſatisfaction and puniſhment : how much more ſo, 
when the injury complained of is a Hagrant violation. of public faith, committed by leading and 
predominant members in the ſtate ?- Since then the ſatisfaftion we have demanded is not given, 
we muſt, though moſt reluctantly, do ourſelves that juſtice which we cannot otherwiſe obtain: 
we muſt conſider the States General as parties in the injury which they will not repair, as 
ſharers in the aggreſſion which they refuſe to puniſh, and muſt act accordingly. We have, 
therefore, ordered our ambaſſador to withdraw from the Hague, and ſhall immediately purſue 
ſuch vigorous meaſures as the occaſion fully juſtifies, and our dignity and the eſſential intereſts 
of our people require. From a regard to the Dutch nation at large, we wiſh it were poſſible to 
direct thoſe meaſures wholly againſt Amſterdam ; but this cannot be, unleſs the States General 
will immediately declare, that Amſterdam ſhall, on this occaſion, receive no affiſtance from 
them, but be left to abide the conſequences of its aggreſſion. | | 

« While Amſterdam is ſuffered to prevail in the general councils, and is backed by the 
ſtrength of the State, it is impoſſible to reſiſt ſo conſiderable a part, without contending with 
the whole. But we are too ſenſible of the common intereſts of both countries, not to re- 
member, in the midſt of fuch a conteſt, that the only point to be aimed at by us, is to raiſe a 
diſpoſition in the councils of the republic to return to our ancient union, by giving us that 
ſatisfaction for the paſt and ſecurity for the future, which we ſhall be as ready to receive as 
they can be to offer, and to the attainment of which we ſhall dire& all our operations. We 
mean only to provide for our own ſecurity, by defeating the dangerous deſigns that have been 
formed againſt us. We ſhall ever be diſpoſed to return to friendſhip with the States General, 
when they ſincerely revert to that ſyſtem which the wiſdom of their anceſtors formed, and 
which bas now been ſubyerted by a powerful faftion, conſpiring with France againſt the true 
intereſts of the republic, no leſs than againſt thoſe of Great Britain.” 

| | 5 . Sacks LA Fe | .in 
Thus another enemy was added to the formidable combination already ſubſiſting againſt this 
country; an enemy, whoſe proximity and maritime ſtrength greatly increaſed the dangers 
with which Great Britain was already ſurrounded, Tt was not, however, without the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment, that the politicians of Europe - beheld a connection formed between the Houſe 
of Bourbon and the United Provinces. The very great inconveniencies to which they expoſ- 


ed themſelves, by ſuch a meaſure, were manifeſt, while the utility reſulting from it was very 


problematical. In the opinion of the unprejudiced, it ſeemed, at beſt, to produce but a mo- 


mentary advantage, and threatened to ſubje& them to diſadvantages in future, which would 
more than counterbalance any preſent benefit they might derive from it. Their alliance with 
America was conſidered, at the ſame time, as a meaſure dictated by che intrigues of France, 
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| 1585 and taken up in a fit of feſentment for the obſtructions they Had met With in tie proferutivn , 4 
of their commercial ſebemes with both: thus, inſtead of attending to the effertial and lor, - 
eſtabliſhed maxims of their policy, they were led away by the private views of Weir Fog 
and traders, whoſe tranſient benefit was unhappily conſulted in preference to the permanent 


characterized by that wiſdom and moderation, which ſeemed to be indiſpenſably requiſite in 
the preſent very critical and dangerous ſituation of the affairs of Great Britain. e 
On the fifth of October, in this year, his Majeſty's veſſels the Reſolution and the Diſcovery 
anchored at the Nore, from the celebrated voyage of circumnavigation which has done ſo 
mych honour to the mind that projected, the nation that encouraged, and the naval 6fficers 
that executed it. Captain Cook, who conducted it with ſo much fortitude, perſeverance and 
ability, unfortunately for his country, loſt his life in the courſe of it. But, in a work of a 
commercial nature, we ſhould be very juſtly accuſed of inattention to its principal object, if 
the diſcoveries made in the ſeveral voyages undertaken by this great navigator, were to paſs 
unnoticed by us. We ſhall, therefore, give a ſhort abſtract of them. 

At the cloſe of the year 176), it was reſolved by the Royal Society, that it would be proper 
to ſend perſons into ſome part of the South Sea, to obſerve a tranfit of the planet Venus over 
the ſuns diſk, which, according to aſtronomical calculation, wonld happen in the year 1769; 
and, that the iſlands called Marqueſas de Mendoza, or thoſe of Rotterdam or Amſterdam, were 
the propereſt places then known for making ſuch obſervation. In conſequence of theſe reſo- 
lations, it was recommended to his Majeſty, in a memorial from the Society, dated February, 
1768, that he would be pleaſed to order ſach an obſervation to be made; upon which his Ma- 

jeſty fignified to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty his pleafure, that a ſhip ſhould be 
provided to carry ſuch obſervers, as the Society ſhould think fit, to the South Seas; and, ac- 
cordingly, a veſſel of 370 tons was prepared for that purpoſe. It was named the Endeavour, 
and commanded by Captain James Cook, who was ſoon after, by the Royal Society, appoint- 
ed with Mr. Charles Green, a gentleman who had long been an aſſiſtant to Dr. Bradley, at the, 
Royal Obſervatory at Greenwich, to obſerve the tranſit, Captain Cook accordingly ſet fail 
from Plymouth on the 26th of Auguſt, 1768, accompanied in his voyage by Sir Joſeph Banks, 
the preſent Preſident of the Royal Society, and Dr. Solander. They made no diſcovery till 
they got within the Tropics, where they fell in with Lagoon Iſland, two groups of iſlands, 
Bird Iſland, and Chain Iſland, and they arrived, on the 13th of April, 1769, at Otaheite, 
where they had been inſtructed to make their obſervations, as a more proper place for the pur- 
| Poſe than thoſe which had been firſt ſuggeſted. During their ſtay at that iſland, they had the 
opportunity of making very accurate enquiries relative to its produce and inhabitants, and, on 
the 4th of June, the whole paſſage of the planet Venus over the ſun's diſk was obſerved by 
them, with great advantage. The reſult of their obſervations may be found in the * 
| 3 8 2 


4. D* 


1180 


-, 


„% wu rut onen or COMMERCE Ky 317 


does! TranſaAtions, - After his departure from Otaheite, Captain Cook diſcovered and viſited 
the Society Iflanads and Oheteroa, and thence proceeded to the ſouth till he arrived in the lati- 


| tude of 40 degrees, aa minutes; longitude '147 degrees, 29. minutes, W.; and afterwards 
made an accurate ſurvey of New Zealand. In November, he diſcovered a chain of iſlands, 


which he called Barrier Iſlands, | He afterwards proceeded to New Holland, and from thence 
to New Guinea ; and in September, 1770, arrived at the ifland of Savu, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Batavia, and from thence round the Cape of Good Hope to England, where: he ar- 
rived on the 12th of June, S771. -/ 3 | 148) 

Soon after Captain Cook's return home in the Endeavour, it was refolved to equip two 
ſhips in order to make further diſcoveries in the ſouthern hemiſphere, Accordingly the Re- 
ſolution and Adventure were appointed for that purpoſe, the firſt was commanded by Captain 
Cook, and the latter by Captain Tobias Furneaux. They failed from Plymouth Sound on 
the 13th of July, 1772, and, on the 29th of the ſame month, arrived at the ifland of Madeira. 
From thence they proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope; and in February, 1773, arrived at 
New Zealand, having ſought in vain for a ſouthern continent. In that month the Reſolution 


and Adventure ſeparated, in conſequence of a thick fog, but joined company again in Queen 


Charlotte's Sound, on the 18th of May following. In Auguſt they arrived at Otaheite; and 
in September they diſcovered Hervey's Ifland. On the ad of October they came to Middle 
burgh, one of the Friendly Iſles, and about the cloſe of that month, the two ſhips were again 
ſeparated and did not join company any more. Captain Cook, however, proceeded in the 
Reſolution, in order to make diſcoveries in the ſouthern polar regions, but was ſtopped in his 

progreſs by the ice, in the latitude of 91 degrees, 10 minutes ſouth; longitude 106 degrees, 
54 minutes weſt, He then proceeded to Eafter Iſland, where he arrived in March, 1774, 
where he did alſo in the fame month at the Marqueſas Iſlands. He afterwards diſcovered four 
Iſlands, which he named Palliſer's Iſlands, and again ſteered for Otaheite, where he arrived 
on the 22d of April, and viſited the neighbouring iſles. In Avguſt he came to the New He- 
brides, ſome of which were firſt diſcovered by him: after leaving thefe iſlands, he ſteered to 


the ſouthward for a few days and diſcovered New Caledonia. Having ſurveyed the ſouth weſt 


coaſt of this iſland, Captain Cook ſteered again for New Zealand, in order to refreſh his crew, 
&c, and put his ſhip in a condition to encounter the dangers attending the navigation in the 
high ſouthern latitudes. Directing his courſe to the ſouth eaſt, after leaving New Zealand, 
till he arrived in the latitude of 55 degrees, 6 minutes ſouth; longitude 238 degrees, 56 
minutes weft, without meeting with any continent, Captain Cook gave up all hopes of diſ- 
covering any in this ocean ; and, therefore, came to a reſolution to ſteer directly for the weſt 
entrance of the Straits of Magellan, with a view of coaſting and ſurveying the outermoſt or ſouth 


| ide of Terra del Fuego. Keeping, accordingly, in about the latitude of 53 or 55, and ſteering 


nearly eaſt, he arrived off the weſtern mouth of the Straits of Magellan, without meeting with 
any thing remarkable in his new courſe. - In January, 1775, he diſcovered a large and dreary 
iſland, to which he gave the name of South Georgia. He afterwards diſcovered various capes 
and elevated fnow-clad coaſts, to the moſt ſouthern! part of which he gave the name of the 
Southern Thule, as being the neareſt land to that Pole which had been yet diſcovered. In 
February, he diſcovered Sandwich Land and feveral iſlands covered with fnow. He then pro- 
ceeded round the Cape of Good Hope to England, where he arrived on the goth of July, 1775. 
Captain Furneaux had returned to England in the Adventure a year before. As to Captain 
Cook, in the courſe of his voyage in the Reſolution, he had made the circuit of the ſouthern 
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1710 ocean in an high latĩitude, and had traverſed it in ſuch a manner, as to leave not the leaſt room 
bor poſſibility of there being a ſouthern continent, unleſs near the Pole and ont of the reach 
of navigation. It deſerves alſo to be remembered, in honour of that able commander Captain 
Cook, that, with a company of 118 men, he performed this voyage of three years and eighteen 
days, throughout all the climates from 52 degrees north, to 71 degrees ſouth, with the loſs of 
only one man by ſickneſs; which extraordinary carcuſtance aroſe from the great humanity of 
that officer, and his uncommon'care and attention to the health of his crx. 
. Another voyage of diſcovery, and the laſt, was performed by Captain Cook and Captain 4 
Clerke, in the Reſolution and Diſcovery, during the years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1979, Ke. in 
ſearch of a north weſt paſſage between the continents of Aſia and America, Aſter they had 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, they proceeded from thence to New Holland. In their 
courſe they diſcovered two iſlands, which Captain Cook called Prince Edward's Iles. Tue 
largeſt, about 15 leagues in circuit, is in latitude 46, 53 ſouth, longitude 37, 46. The other, 
about nine leagues in circuit, latitude 46, 40, and longitude 38, 8 eaſt, both barren and almoſt 
covered with ſnow. From New Holland they went to New Zealand, and afterwards viſited 
the Friendly and Society Iſles. On the 7th of February, being nearly in latitude 44 degrees, 
33 minutes north, and longitude 235 degrees, 36 minutes eaſt, they law part of the American 
continent bearing north eaſt. They afterwards diſcovered King George's Sound, which is 
ſituated on the north weſt coaſt of America, and is extenſive : that part of it where the ſhips 
under the command of Captain Cook anchored, is in latitude 49 degrees, 36 minutes north, 
and longitude 233 degrees, 28 minutes caſt. On the 12th of May, they diſcovered Sandwich 
Sound in latitude 59 degrees, 54 minutes north. They afterwards proceeded to the Iſland 
Unalaſchka; and, after their departure from thence, ſtill continued to trace the American 
coaſt, till they diſcovered the Strait which ſeparates it from the continent of Aſia. They paſſed 
the Strait, and arrived, on the 20th of - Auguſt, 1778, in latitude yo degrees, 54 minutes, 
| longitude 194 degrees, 55 minutes, where they found themſelves ſurrounded with ice, and the 
farther they proceeded to the eaſtward, they found the ice increaſe in reſiſtance and firmneſs, 
They continued. labouring among the ice till the 25th, when it was reſolved, that as this paſ- 
ſage was impracticable for any uſeful purpoſe of navigation, which was the great object of the 
voyage, it ſhould be proſecuted no farther. The voyage, indeed, afforded ſufficient evidence, 
that no praQicable paſlage exiſts between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans towards the north, 
and it alſo aſcertained the weſtern boundaries of the great continent of America. On their re- 
turn, this celebrated and able navigator Captain Cook was killed in an affray with the natives, 
on the Iflandof O'why*hee, one of the Sandwich Iſles, on the 14th of February, 1779, leaving. 
a name to be enrolled with Columbus and Vaſquez de Gama, with Magellan, Dampier and 
Anſon, After the death of Captain Cook, the command devolved on Captain Clerke, who 
died at ſea on his return to the ſouthward, on the 22d of Auguſt, 1779. 

Perhaps, no ſcience ever received greater additions from the labours of a ſingle man, tha 
geography has done from thoſe of Captain Cook. In his firſt voyage to the South Seas, be 
diſcovered the Society Iſlands ; determined the inſularity of New Zealand; diſcovered the 
ftraits which ſeparated the two iſlands and are called after his name, and made a complete ſurvey 
of both. He afterwards explored the eaſtern coaſt of New Holland, hitherto unknown, an 
extent of 27 degrees of latitude, or upwards of 2,000 miles. | 


k * In his ſecond expedition, he reſolved the great problem of a ſouthern continent, having 
* traverſed that hemiſphere in ſuch a manner, as not to leave a poſſibility of its exiſtence, unleſs | 
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near che Pole and out of the reach of navigation. During this voyage, he diſcovered New 
Caledonia, the largeſt iſſand in the Southern Pacific Ocean, except New Zealand; the iſland 
of Georgia, and an unknown coaſt, which he named Sandwich Land, the Thule of the ſouth- 
ern hemiſphere ; and, having viſited the tropical ſeas, he ſettled the ſituation of the old, and 
made ſeveral new diſcoveries. „C 11 MM | 

Bat the laſt voyage is diſtinguiſhed, above all the reſt, by the extent and importance of its 
diſcoveries. Beſides ſeveral ſmaller iſlands in the Southern Pacific, he diſcovered to the north 
of the equinoctial line, the group called the Sandwich Iſlands, which, from their fituation and 
productions, bid fairer for becoming an object of conſequence in the ſyſtem of European na- 
vigation, than any other diſcovery in the South Sea. He afterwards explored what had hither- 

to remained unknown of the weſtern coaſt of America, from the latitude of 43 to 0 north, 
containing an extent of 33500 miles; aſcertained the proximity of the two great continents of 
Aſia and America, paſſed the ſtraits between them, and ſurveyed the coaſts on each fide to ſuch 
an height of northern latitude, as to demonſtrate the impracticability of a paſſage in that he- 
miſphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean, either by an eaſtern or a weſtern courſe. 
In ſhort, if we except the ſea of Amur and the Japaneſe Archipelago, which ſtill remain im- 
perfectly known to Europeans, he has completed the hydrography of the habitable globe. But 
this is not all; it was reſetved for Captain Cook, and it is by no means the leaſt part of his 
renown, to prove to the world, by repeated trials, that voyages may be protracted to the un- 
uſual length of even three or four years, in unknown regions, and under every change and 
rigour of climate, not only without affecting the health, but even without diminiſhing the: 
probability of life, in the ſmalleſt degree, | | 
The following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheſt and 
loweſt prices arranged oppoſite to each month. | 
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2 The following is an exact account of che annual ſupply of ſagar which has been refined, or J 


conſumed raw, in England, for _ laſt fifty years, OE each year, 


i OK 


Nur. (t. Tears, | Cut. Aan 67 HAR Our. 
1731, 72,445 e 3 - $66,143 — > 10540 
1732, Joo, 940 — 174% 305,31 — 166, ,%%/t6 
1733, 899,510 — 17 %/¼ ä 80% %% — 1767, 1313,37 
1734, 650,747 — 1756 f, 782,6 — 1768, 382,920 
1735. 833,40 — 47595 789,89 — 1769, 1,282,935 
1736, 819% — 1753. 958,3) — 1770, 1,579,191 
173) 51% 2 — 1754» $16, 304 * 1771, 1,280 b 
1738, 814,818 — 1755, 1,0), 305 — 2772, 1,869,926 
12739. $87,924 — 1756. 832,994 — 1773, 1, 571, 509 
1740, 6309, 803 5 1757, 1, 138,423 1 1774. 1,44 
1741, 827,674 — 1758, 914, 707 * 1775, 15, 640,608 
1742, 687,179 — 1759, 1,030, — 1776, 1,478,140 
1743, 740008 — 15760, 1,202,014 — 1777. 1,20), 09) 
1744. 666, 213 — 1761, 1,128,013 — 1778, 1,324, 140 
1745, 472,052 — 1762, 1, 120,821 — 17799 1, 378,33 
1746, 642, 523 = 1763, 1,350,456 Ex 1 S709 a 
1747, 556,523 — 1764, 1,246,890 
An account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and Scotland. 
EXPORTED. | IMPORTED. 
1780. Britiſh Foreign 1780. Quarter. 
ENGLAND. Drs. Drs. ENGLAND. | 
„Wheat, — 63,240 7.067 Wheat, — 1,062 
Wheat Flour, 136,939 932 W heat Flour, 1,378 
Rye, — 6, 305 — Barley, — 352 
Barley, — 32,956 2,407 Oats, — 189,964 
Malt, — 135,077 — Oatmeal, — 612 
Oats, — 8,904 8,726- Beans, — 7,406 
Oatmeal, — 916 449 Peas, — 17,710 
Beans, — 12,584 2, 357 | 
Peas, Ie 3,517 37131 
SCOTLAND. * "SCOTLAND. | . © | 
Wheat, — 773 — Wheat Flour, — 8713 
Wheat Flour, 15,101 — Oats, — 4,667 
Barley and Bear, 18,706 —— 
Malt, — 2,415 — 
Oats, _ 3.330 — 
Oatmeal, 4,696 —— 
Peas and Beans, 1,380 — 
cot. rs. bb. cut. rs. 1b. 
Biſcuit, — 12,613 1 23 Biſcum, e 284 0 17 


The bounties and drawbacks on corn exported from England, amounted to 70, 513. 105.64. 


The amount of the bounties paid on grain exported from Scotland, was 7, 232l. 38. 6zd- 


The duties on corn * into England, was 1, 067 l. i id.; and in Scotland, to ol. 26. 


OF. T HE ORTOIN OP. coOMMERT e N 5 32 


7750 The averaje prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ſtandatd Wincheſter buſhel, this 


Fear, were: wheat, 48. Sid. ; Tye, 28. 9df. 3 barley, 28. 15d; ; oats, 18. 740. ; beans, 28. 95d. 


1 . {LA ; 
85 Years © Cbaldront. Tears. Chaldrons, 
1770 — 615,300) 175 — 672,785 
1771 — 693 1776 — 700,207 
41772 — 725,908 „— 1777 — 0945437 
| 1773 — 624,787 1778 — 641,361 
1774 — 623,27 179 — $87,095 


* 


Of ſalted proviſions, there were exported from England alone, during the courſe of this 


year, as follows: 7" 
9,844 Barrels. 


Iriſh beef, — _ 
Iriſh pork, — — 3, 47/1 Ditto. 
Engliſh beef and pork, — 4,480 Ditto. 
Engliſh bacon, -  - — — 3369 Flitches. 
Engliſh tripe, — — _ 1,582 Kegs. 

Of pickled fiſh, there were exported from England alone, — | 
Red herrings, — 1,816 Barrels. 
White ditto, — — 7.281 Ditto. 
Salmon, —_ — — 109 Ditto. 

Pilchards, — — 15,188 Hogſheads. 


Of butter, cheeſe, and beer, there were exported from England only,— 
Iriſh butter, | 


; — 9,844 Hundred-weight. 
Engliſh ditto, — 274 Firkins. 
Engliſh cheeſe, — 3,660 Hundred- weight. 
Beer, 33 — 25042 Tuns. 


Of wheat-flour, oat-meal, bread, barley, peas, beans, &c. there were exported to the Britiſh 
Weſt Indies, from England,— | | 


W heat-flour, _ 35,907 Quarters. 
Oat-meal, — — 758 Ditto. 3 
Bread, — —— 32,587 Hundred- weight. | 
Barley, — — 256 Quarters, 
Peas, — — 1,116 Ditto. 
Beans, — — 12,291 Ditto. 
Oats, — — 8, 06 Ditto. 
Wheat, — — 1,146 Ditto. 
Rye, — — 1,116 Ditto. 


In this year, 1 30 bounty veſſels were at the fiſhery in Lough Swilly, which is the principal 


herring fiſhery in Ireland: they expended, in the cure of fiſh, 1,708 tons of ſalt; which ſalt 

_ cured in bulk, (allowing 3o maize, or 15,000 fiſh, to one ton of ſalt) 51,240 maize. Seventy- 

one veſſels alſo from Liverpool and the Iſle of Man, purchaſed cargoes in Lough Swilly for 
their red-herring houſes, | | 

Vox. IV: SY ROY Re PTS | 'The 


An account of coals imported into the port of London for ten years, ending at "Chriſtmas | 
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1780 


"AN Raron AND en οç—rö a v veries : 


The number of ſhips which were employed from /England in the whale-biſhory, U 
Straits and the enen rats in the u of this: has Nen e ee 55 — "—_ > 
308. per ton. | 
The number of ſhips 8 Holland in hs * Li: amounted, during 5 face pero, 
to eighty-two. = 
Of woollen cloths, there were N into nei Sou Greet Britain i in this year,” oo. 7 
Old drapery, — — 64,346 Vards. 5 | 2 
| — _ $9448 Ditto. N a 1 
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Total yards, 223.574 


The quantity of linen exported from Ireland to Spain and Portugal, in the on ending the 
25th of March, 1780, amounted to 157,396 yards, plain and coloured, 

The firſt export entry of woollen from Ireland, at the cuſtom-houſe, Dublin, ſince ww 
reſtrictions on the trade of that kingdom were taken off, was _ by W Worthinze 
Eſq. of 1300 yards of ſerge, for Liſbon. 

We have here annexed a CHRONOLOOGI CAL AcecounT of comma in tt] 
IsLAND, from the Reſtoration to the year 1780 incluſive ; which exhibits a clearer view of. q 
the weakneſs of its commencement, the ſtruggles of its progreſs, and the greatneſs of itsptee | f 
ſent maturity, than has yet been done. For this account, as well as for much uletul inſtruc 4 
tion, we are indebted to the excellent publications of Mr. Chalmers. 4 

In the firſt column of this table may be ſeen the various epochs, beginning with the Rede- 3 
ration, whence, certainty may be ſaid to commence, and ending with the year 1780, The. 42 
ſecond column gives the tonnage of the ſhipping that ſucceſſively ſailed from Eg 
tinguiſhing the Engliſh from the foreign, in order to find, in the amount of each, the 
effects of the act of navigation. The third column contains the value of the mech 
fent out, that the extent of the cargoes may be compared with the quantity of tonnage waa 
carried them: and though the Scotch tonnage could not be adjoined, the value of the 
exports is added, becauſe every one finds a gratification in extending his views. The ous 
column exhibits the reſult of our exports and imports compared, which forms what haghany 1 
denominated the balance of trade. The fifth column ſtates the nett cuſtoms, as fat b 
could be aſcertained, which our foreign commerce has yielded at different periods; di [ 
while the detail gratifies curioſity, it furniſhes no deſpicable proof of the proſperity o 
of our traffic. And the laſt column contains, what may be regarded as the reſult of the whales 1 
the ſams which have been coined in England during every reign ; ſince * the win as * . 
Robert Cotton expreſſes it, is the pulſe of the commonwealth,” $ 

On the 26th of December died, in the 45th year of his age, Thomas Hope, Eſq) "a; 
known, in the trading world, as one of the firſt commercial characters any age has —— 
He was deſcended from the elder branch of the family of Hope in Scotland, and by anne 
mitted exertion of great natural talents, and the practice of unvarying integrity, he tai . 
credit and affluence of the houſe at Amſterdam, which continues to bear his name, to „e 
height as perhaps was never attained by a houſe of trade in any country. . 

The following bills, relating to trade and COMMETEF, received the royal aſſent in the comb 
of this year :— 3 
A bill for the better ſupplying of his Majeſty” s navy with mariners, and ſag to res 6 
board tranſport ſhips, &c. | 


1 2 


Bf Py 


1 


fart 322.1 


A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT of COMMERCE in this 18 


— 


1 
Epochs. Ships cleared outwards. Value * Cargoes exported. 
Tons Engliſh. Do F oreign. Total. Engliſh. ; Scotch. Total. 
le Reſtoration, [5 — 95,266 — 47,634 — 142, 900 — I. 2, 043,042— — — L. 2, 043, 43 
le Revolution, 1668 — 190,533 — 95,267 — 285,800 — 4,086,087 — — — 4,086,087 « 
of Ryſwick, 169) — 144267 — 100,524 — 244.788 — 3.525907 —> —— — 3525907 © 
lo years of Wil- 1700] 6 6 1 — 6 
. = // on_—_ — 6, 045,432 
2 | 
1709 — 243,603 — 45,025 — 289,318 — 913,337 — — — 913, - 
m of Anne, 1712 * 32225 — 29,1 15 — 355,725 — 8.368.845 2—— — 8,868. 8 8 
TY 
el George I. * 3 — 421,431 = 26,573 — 448,0 — 7.696,53 — — — 7,696,573 
mol George II. | ) — 432,832 — 23,681 — 456,483 — 7.957,72 — = 7.95,½% 2 
2 
1736 
ketful years, | 1, — 476,941 — 26, 627 — $01,673 —— 9.993,22 — — 9,993,232 * 
3 | 8 
| 1739 
Inof © = 40% — 384,191 — 3,260 — 471;451 — 3, 869,8 — —— — 8,869,988 
41 
1749 
Feceful years, 950 — 600, 798 — 51,386 — 661,184 — 22,599,112 — — 12,599,112 
51 | 
* 1755 | 1 
= 13 — 451,254 — 73,456 — 524.711 — 11,708,515 — 6063,40 — 12,377,916 
77 8 
it of George III. 4 — 471,241 — 102,ĩ 737 — $73-978 — 14,094,, — 1,086,205 — 15-781, 478 
61 — 508,220 — 117,835 — 626,055 — 14,873,191 — 165.782 — „038, 91 . 
62 — 480,444 — 120,126 — 2 —_ 8,165 — 14,543,336 
63 — 5844 — 87,293 — 20007 — 1 7,507 — 1,091,430 — 15,578,943 
64 — 85 $934 — 74,800 —  . ——_— 512,404 — ey — 17,750,331 + 
66 — 684,281 — 07-955. — 779455 — 14,550,507 — 1,180,867 — 15,7 97886 oY 
” ES £281 — 61,753 — 746,034 —— 4144024964 — 1 [163,704 — 15,188,068 = 
3 645, 938 — 63,200 — 709,4 —— 13044.511 — 1,245,490 — 15,090,001 
a — 272,734 — 741,820 — 15, 117,98 3 — 1,502,150 — 16, 3 — 
bg — 709,855 — 63,020 — 772,877 — 17.185,65 „236 — 1,503,053 — 25,001, 289 
nin. Ja — 8 = 8 = njagg15 — 15,996,569 - 
„ 35 — 84,680 — 779951 e — 1,857,334 — 10,018,481 
72 — 716,861 — 76,415 — | 093-07 — 16,159,413 — 1,500,750 — 17,720,169 = 
73 — 752, 555 — 35.284 — 803,120 — 14,7 8255 — 15612,175 — 10,375,428 = 
"IS 798,00 — 855,192 — 864,056 —— 15,910,344 — 1,372,143 — 17,288,497 
75 — 767.282 — 64.046 — 831,328 —— 15,202, — 1,123,908 — 156, 326,364 
76 — 778,878 — 208 — 851,066 — 1329,26 — 1,025,973 — 14,755,099 =» 
77 — 939234 — 17 — 819,2 — 412,653,363 — 837,643 — 413,491,000 = 
78 — 657,238 — 113 — 755,351 — 11,55 1,00 — 202, 820 — 12,253,890 = 
79 gg = 139,124 — 730,035 —— "12,693,430 — 837,273 — e e 85 
1780 — 619,462 — 134.515 — 753,977 — 11,622,333 — 1,002,039 — 12, 0249372 Wo 


| 


Balance of Trade. 


Engliſh, 


— UU vorrable. 


Doubtful. 
£ 43,320 


1,336,832 


2,116,451 
3014, 175 


1,904,151 


3,514,768 


— 4,042,502 


* 
[ | [ | | | | | U 


25,455,313 
6,521,964. 


4,046, 465 
5.746, 270 


6,822, 051 


4703.5 58 
4,4985 


6,14 — 


3.660, 764 


2,549,189 
1109535 


3» Ix 46 7 


1,529,07 


2,049,716 


2,800,901 


356, 
"4 88,678 
2 „275,003 


2,962,424 
1,472,990 


1,379,653 
2.092, 133 


1 5887494 


— — 


IH [381 


Scotch. 


* 
——— 


235,412 
417,082 
289,240 
2 
357557 
25840 
182,715 
222, 293 
265,501 
337552 
514555 
471,005 
359,492 


496,376 
169, 866 


279-202 
35» 399 


——— 


62, 501 


99,315 


[ 


* * 


6,521,964 


Engliſh, 
PP: 4 390, 000 


4 437320 
1,386,832 


$51,141 


1,474,861 
1,273,587 


2,116,451 
30144175 


1,904,151 


1,588,496 


3,514,768 


4,042,502 


2,455,313 


4:046,465 | 


5,981,682 } 


7239,13 
= 2.60 


— — 


1,855,334 


505,5 71 
3,919, 230 
2,731, ot 
1,992.24 
3,504,8 23 
Us | 

64,272 
I 10,156 


33 
3» _— 2,593-353 


3,058,544 


2,27 5,00 
1888.385 
1, 508, 085 
2 53 
154,6 34 — 2,412,993 


— 


1 7,009 


— — 
. 


bn t—_— 


Nett Cuſtoms 
I 
Total 


694,892 


682,6 bye = 2,070,735 


SLAND, from the Ris onA TiO to the Year 1780, incluſive. 


By George II. 1 


By George III. [Gold, 
Leland the 31ſt Silver, = 


of Dec. 1780. 


J 


Money coined, 
By Charles II. — L.7, $24.1 tog 
By James II. = 2,737,637 
- F 10,261,742 
By William III, — CL. 10,511,963 
By Anne, — Le 2,691, 626 
By George I, — L. 8.72 5,921 


Gold, FL. 11, 662, 216 
Silver, 304, 360 


Le 1 1,966, 576 


L. 30, 457, 805 
7,126 


„ 


L. 30, 464,031 


d TAR dann 0 COMMERCE s * 


To repeal ſo . of an act G in the 19th year of Henry VII, or 10 any other acts 
* prohibit the exportation of coin out of this realm into Ireland ; and ſo much of certain 
acts which prohibit the importation of foreign hops into Ireland, and which take off the draw- 

back upon hops exported from Great Britain to Ireland; and to allow the importation into, 


and exportation from Ireland, of fach goods as may bs imported into, and * from 


Great Britain, by the merchants of England trading to the Levant ſeas. 
Io continue ſeveral laws relating to the better ſecuring the lawful trade of his Majeſty's 
ſabjefts to and from the Eaſt Indies, and for the more effectual preventing all his Ry $ 
ſubjects trading thither under foreign commiſfions, &c. 
Fot laying additional duties upon wines and vinegar imported into this kingdom. 
Io protect goods, &c. of the growth of the iſlands of Grenada and the mn on 
| board neutral veſſels, bound to neutral ports; during the preſent hoſtilities. 

For allowing a bounty on the exportation of Britiſh corn and grain, in ſhips of any king- 
dom in amity with his Majeſty. : 

For laying ſeveral additional duties on certain goods imported into the Ifle of Man, and for 
the better regulating the trade, and ſecuring the revenues of the ſaid iſland. 

For continuing to the Eaſt India Company the poſſeſſion of the territorial acquifitions and 
revenues in the Eaſt Indies; and alſo for continuing certain regulations, for the better manage- 
ment of tho affairs of that company. 1 

For appointing and enabling commiſſioners to examine the public accounts of the kingdom 
Io prevent the carrying copper in ſheets coaſt-ways, &c. 

To extend and encourage the Greenland fiſhery. 

For regulating the drawbacks on the duty on coffee, &c. 

And for granting a reward to perſons diſcovering the longitude. 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year :— 4 > % d. 
For 85,000 ſeamen, including 18,779 marines, ordnance, &. 4,420,000 o © 
For the ordinary of the navy, &c. — — * s 
Towards building and repairing ſhips of war, — 697,903 0 © 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 1,500,000 o © 
For 35,005 land-forces, including 4,213 invalids, &c, — 946,176 3 5 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &c. _ — 44,875 8 3 
For maintaining forces and garriſons out of the kingdom, a | 1,418,059 1 2 
For five Hanoverian battalions ſerving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 56,228 11 11 
For the charge of 13,472 Heſſian troops and fabfily, — 367,892 19. 4 
For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau and ſubſidy, — 35.510 19 4 
Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and ſubſidy, — 17,529 119 
For the charge of 4, 300 Brunſwickers, — — 94,173 12 41 
For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Anſpach, ep. 4s 39,718 18 1+ 
For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbſt, with the ſubſidy, &.  — 146,661 6 477 
For proviſions for the foreign troops ſerving in America, — 48,801 10 6 
For. artillery for the foreign troops, — _ 27,741 10 © 
For the militia, and four regiments of fencible men in North Britain, 653,926 2 © 
For the Southing of the militia, — — — 96,183 4 2 


* 


8 1 2 Carried forward, 10, 566,763 6 3 


7 an HISTORICAL 2 en, eee 'PxDeTroN : 
5 IN - Brougtit over, 2 * 20,566,163 6 
For additional A ca; wha to ditto for the your 17% $943 13 
For the new levies ordered to be raiſed for this year, 8 ' 258,206 18 
For the charge of Lieutenant Colonel Fullarton's corps for 305 3 62g 17 
For ditto of Lientenant 1 n e of _ CI wy. e 
8 ene BY 3.79 12 
For ditto of Major General Rainsford's mn of fo foot for 305 ; days, 12,929 9 
For ditto of Lieutenant Colonel Humberſton's corps for 305 days, 8,623 15 
For the charge of out- penſioners of Chelſea: Hoſpital, cc. 87,718 © 
For additional companies, &c. to the militia of South Britain, for 1780, 115712 9 
To make good the deficiency on the pay of additional companies, &. 2X COR 
to the militia of South Britain, for 179. — 5 468 15 
For the charge of the new levies, from their as 2 eſtabliſhments, . p 
to the'24th of December, 1779, — — — 30, 296 16 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c. 82,90 2 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of A 
reduced troops of horſe - guards, &c. | — — | 608 6 
For extra army expences, &c. not provided for by Parliament, 2,418,805 18: 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &.  ' 458,136 9 
For ſervices performed by ditto for ditto, not provided for in 1779, ' $591,466. © 
To Dr. William Smith, for attendance on the fick and deceaſed pri- 
foners in the gaols of Middleſex, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, for near 
four years, and for medicines for their uſe, &C. | — . 1, 200 0 
To the Levant Company, — — — 10,000 o 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 6,997 4 
To the Britiſh Muſeum, — — — 3,500 © 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iſſued by his Majeſty's | 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 15,700 © 
To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts on the Thames, 14,348 2 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, ; ke. — 57010 12 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 1,832 5 
Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerſet Houſe, — 25,000 o 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of St. John, — 3,150 0 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — —_— 2,866 o 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — | — 4.7986 © 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — * 2 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, —— — — 2 
For repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 8 
Towards diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, — 7, 500, o o 
For diſcharging certain other Exchequer bills, ee SP IO 1,000,000 © 
For ditto, * — — — — FITS 1, 900, 0 O 
For Gicharging the prizes of the Jontery o 1779, —— 8 e . 


92 90 0 


e G o 0 888 0 0 0 


f 


iieed õ . 


Carried over, 19,607,538 16 


170 


* D” 
57% 


3 
y- 


"WORD | . = ble... $8 2 8 1 : 
or THE ORT GIN I COMME Rc . LIT 1-7 4 325 


| ” * 
9 e eien 0 87 
T 0 mene to the finking fund 8 like ſum * out of the ſame, to | 

make good the deficiency of the fund for paying certain annuities, &. 357,372 18 97 


7 0 


For ditto, | — — | — 4. ——ů 332,8 56 | 4 6% 

For.ditto,, >__ . — — ͤ — 165,036 14 17 
To make good the a of BE grants for the ri of the year 1779, 300,687 0 7 

To make good certain other deficiencies i in-the grants of EO 30004 16 1 
Deficiency i in the land-tax, | — , — 1 Ga" I, "250 ,000/ 0 © 
Ditto in the malt-tax, — — 3 de 0 o 

Total Stipplics,. Front 21996496 1 a 97. 

The WAs and ME Ans for raifing the foregoing fupplies: if „4d. 
Duty on malt, : — — — 705, ooo o o 
Land tax at 48. — * | — - 2,000,000 o © 

By annuities and lottery, — — — 12, 480, 00 (0 
By certain ſurpluſſes of the ſinking fund, — — 650,457 18 © 


By monies remaining in the Exchequer of the deduction of fixpence in 
the pound out of all monies paid upon falaries, penſions, &c. from the crown, 25,560 © © 


By other monies remaining in-the I, — + —_ 3,761 13 4 
By Exchequer bills, — — — 1, 500,000. © © 
By ditto, — —— — — 1,900,000 © © 
By the finking fund, _ — — ME, 1,849,542 1 112 
By ſeveral ſums ariſing from ſtoppages for proviſions for the detach- | | 
ment of artillery ſerving in North America, &c. . — 14, 40 18 6 
By ſavings out of the grant for the charge of new levies, &c. 20,717 7 4 
By other ſavings, ke. — — — — 123,998 7 4 
By certain ſums in the hands of the "a 6 ia) — 48,300 0 o- 
By ditto remaining in the Exchequer, — 10, 50 5 2 
By a certain ſum which had been granted for building. a lazaret 5,000 o o 
Total of Ways and Means, — 21,382,249 11 84 
Supplies granted, _ 21,196,406 12 94 
Exceſs of proviſions, — | 13557 52 18 114 


tF A vote of credit oF: one million was alſo granted this ſeſſion, and is charged. on the 


next aids. 


The additional public debt funded and oaavided for this year, amoun-—- FIG 4d. 
ted to twelve millions; the intereſt of which, at 4 per cent. per annum, is —_— 0.0. 
The annuity for 80 years. at Il. 16s, 3d. per cent, per annum, is 216,150 WO 0 
T% — — — 
In all, per annum, 696,150 'o 0 


: This 


| " 


AN HISPORICALY AND CHRONOLOGICAL vou ies 


n This ſam 1 was propoſed to be raiſed in the following manner i . 8 * 
f Additional duty on malt, of 6d. per buſhel, wo IN 310,000 5 
Ditto on low wines, of id. per gallo n. 9 ” 
FCC ˙ 7 ger 11 nee > rn 17 rs > 
Ditto on brandy, of 18. per doo. — ö 0 3 
Ditto on rum, of 18, per do. 5 TREES: . 3058 0 ö - 
Ditto on foreign wines, of 41. por tun on Portugal wy; er 
per tun on French wines, — wes 2 72,000 fy Y 
A duty on coals exported, of 48. per Neweaſlle chaldron, — 12099 O © 
Additional duty of 51. per cent. on the above duties, "IT 46,193-0 o 
Additional duty of 18. 10d. per buſhel on ſalt, — — 69,000 5 5 
Ditto on advertiſements, of 6d. each, — — TER 9,000 3 
A ſtamp duty on the receipt for any legacy, or for any ſhare of a per- 
ſonal eſtate divided under the ſtatute of diſtributions, or the cuſtom of Y 
any province or place, of 2s, 6d. if the value ſhall not exceed 20l.; and 
of 58. if above 20l. and not amounting. to x0ol. ; and of 208. if 1001. or 
upwards, W 12,000 © o 
On dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate, for a licence, 55. annually, 9,000 0 o 
In al... m_ 701,534 © © 


1781 


Intereſt of oy debt funded, _ ooh; 159 0 © 


— 
— 
— — 
1 


Exceſs of new taxes, — 2 0 o 


An account of the id and burials within {the bills of mortality i in >: Lode, from 


December 14, 1779, to December 12, 1780. 2K 
Chriſtened, . males 8,581 Buried, W 10, 206 
females 8,053 temales .10,311 
16,034 | 20,517 


In the courfe of the preceding year, the war between Great Britain and America had been 
carried on with conſiderable ſucceſs on the part of the former: the utmoſt ardour had been diſ- 
played by the royal troops; Charleſtown, and the whole province of South Carolina, had 
been ſubdued, and other very ſignal advantages obtained by the Britiſh arms. But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe favourable circumſtances, no proſpect appeared of any ſpeedy termination of the 
war. The authority of Great Britain continued to be acknowledged in thoſe places alone of 
which the King's troops were in poſſeſſion, and for no longer a period than during their con- 
tinuance in them : indeed, throughout the American continent, the moſt determined averſion 


was in general manifeſted to the government of the mother country. The dangers of the latter 


were now alſo encreaſed by the war with Holland, and the rupture with that republic natu- 
rally augmented the difficulties, and leſſened the extent of the national trade. The alliance 
between France and tlie revolted colonies, had not indeed been ſo beneficial to the latter as 
might have been expected; and the French miniſtry ſeemed to poſſeſs a greater ſolicitude to 


encreaſe their poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies, than to afford any ſubſtantial aſſiſtance to their 


American 


or THE ofttory 0 % | 
American\ allies, In Europe; no effects had yet been produced in any degree pröportlbnäble 


* 
ub. 
which, though great alarm had been excited, little or nothing had been performed. 
The new Parliament met on the 31ſt of October in the laſt year, and, on the day following, 
his Majeſty addreſſed both. Houſes in a ſpeech from the throne; in which he informed them, 
that it was with more than ordinary ſatisfaction, he met them in Parliament, at a time, when 
the late elections might afford him an opportunity of receiving the moſt certain information of 
the diſpoſition and wiſhes of his people, to which he was always itrelined to pay the utmoſt 
attention and regard. His Majefty further obſerved, that by the force which the laſt Parlia- 
ment had put in his hands, &c. he had been able to witliſtand the formidable attempts of his 
enemies, and to fruftrate the great expectations they had formed; and he truſted, that the ſignal 
ſucceſſes which had attended the progreſs of his arms in the provinces of Georgia and Caro- 
lina would have important conſequences, and tend towards bringing the war to an happy con- 
cluſion, It was his moſt earneſt deſixe to ſee this great end accompliſhed; but he was confi- 
dent, that they would agree with him in opinion, that ſafe arid honourable terms of peace 
could be ſecured only by fuch powerful and reſpectable preparations, as ſhould convince their 
enemies, that they would not ſubmit to receive the law from any powers whatever; and that 
they were united in a firm reſolution to deeline no difficulty or hazard, in the defence of their 
country, and for the preferyation of their eſſential intereſts. His Majeſty further declared, 
that he ſaw and felt, with great anxiety and concern, that the various ſervices of the war muſt, 
unavoidably, be attended with great and heavy expences ; but he deſired theni to grant him 
fuch ſupplies only, as their own ſecurity and laſting welfare, and the exigency of affairs ſhould 
de found to require. The motion for an addreſs of thanks, produced an animated diſcuſſion 
of the further progreſs of the American war. A bill to continue the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, moved to be brought in by Sir Grey Cooper, was oppoſed with much ſpirited but 
unſucceſsful animadverfion,—the navy eſtimates occaſioned ſome violence of debate, even the 
thanks of the Houſe to Sir Henry Clinton and Lord Cornwallis, for the ſervices rendered to 
their country in the reduction of Charleſtown and the victory of Camden, were not given 
without much ſevere obſervation: however, the land and malt taxes were paſſed as matters of 
courſe ;—the ſucceeding Parliamentary tranſactions, previous to the receſs, paſſed off without 
any particular or lengthened debates; and, on the fixth of December, the Houfe ad Com- 
mons adjourned to the 23d of January in the preſent year. 
The intrigues of France had never been ſo ſucceſsful againſt Great Britain as in the preſent 
war. She had contrived to kindle an unextinguiſhable flame in the North American colo- 
nies ; ſhe had perſuaded Spain, againft the evident intereſt of that monarchy, to unite with 
her in aſſerting their independence ;—ſhe had involved the Seven United Provinces in the 
quarrel with their antient and firm ally —nay, ſhe had drawn all Europe, as it were, into a 
confederacy for the deſtruction of the naval power of this country, and had not only deprived 
it of all its allies, but ſeems to- have poſſeſſed the art of N the public wiſhes of mankind 
to the downfall of the Britiſh empire. 
In the midſt of this ſtorm, Britain ch however, to brave its enemies, not only by 
the greatneſs of her ſpirit with which ſhe encountered them, but by thoſe wonderful reſources 
which as yet manifeſted no ſign of being exhauſted. In the beginning of this year, the mari- 
time ſtrength of all Europe was drawn out againſt her; but the liſt of her fleets and armies 
afforded them no reaſon to hope that her power was on the decline. Her internal defence was 
| provided 


to the vaſt armaments that had iſſued forth from the ports of France and of Spain; and by 
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1581 provided for in ſuch à manner,-as precluded all expeRations of making the fear 5m 
upon this iſland; ſhe had numerous forces in the Eaſt and Weſt crete 4 2 ä 
moſt vigorous efforts in America. Her navy, at this time, was on a moſt formidable lick. 4 
ment; it conſiſted of no leſs than 430 veſſels, in the beſt poſſible condition, and lein 85 
he beſt ſeamen in Europe. The fleets of France, Spain and Holland, were but in a ſmall 
degree ſuperior to thoſe of Great Britain in numbers, and very far inferior to them in con 
ſtruction and equipment. The failors, thoſe of Holland excepted, were chiofly compoſed 0b 
landſmen unaccuſtomed and very averſe to that element on which they ſerved. France, with 
all its exertions, did not reckon more. than 264 veſſels of all rates; Spain could not boaſt of 
more than 124, and Holland counted but 60. The reſidue · of the European marine in actual 
commiſſion, among thoſe powers which formed the armed neutrality, amounted - to no more 
than 80 ſhips of all ſizes. Of thoſe, 29 belonged to Ruſſia, 30 to Sweden, and 25 to Den- 
mark. Such were the eſtimates of the naval force of the maritime powers of Europe, about 


the commencement of this year 1787. . | 
France had, it is true, obtained ſome advantage in the Weſt Indies, but notwithſtanding 
the parade with which her fleet, in conjunction with that of Spain, had appeared on the Britiſh 
coaſt, nothing of the leaſt conſequence had been hitherto effected. The only attempt ſhe had 
ventured to make in the Channel, was on the Ifland of Jerſey, in the year 1779, and in that 
ſhe. had compleatly failed. Irritated, as we may ſuppoſe, at the diſgrace of not having been 
able to poſſeſs herſelf of an iſland, which is ſituated in the vicinity, and was in ſight of her 
own ſhore, ſhe made another, and, as it proved, a fruitleſs attempt at the commencement of 
the preſent year. EEE by del 
On the 6th of January, upwards of 800 French troops, under the command of the Baron 
de Rullecourt, a man of undoubted courage, but of an impetuous diſpoſition, made good their 
landing on that iſland. And, ſo totally neglectful were the militia guard of their duty, that 
the French not only effected their landing with the utmoſt privacy, but, to the utmoſt aſto- 
niſhment of the inhabitants, had taken poſſeſſion of the market place of St. Helier, the prin- 
cipal town of the iſland, ſoon-after-the day began ro dawn, without a fingle gun having been 
fired, or the leaſt alarm given from any quarter; and, having ſeized on a body of men that 
- guarded the town, together with the commanding officer and magiſtrates of the iſland, he drew 
up a capitulation, the terms of which were, that the iſland ſhould be immediately ſurrendered 
to France, and the garriſon be ſent to England. With this propoſition, he demanded an in- 
tant compliance, and declared, in caſe of a refuſal, that he would ſet fire to the town, and 
put the inkabitants to the ſword, Major Corbet, the lieutenant governor, and the magiſtrates 
repreſented to him, that, being in his power, no authority of theirs could be valid, and that 
the troops would of courſe refuſe obedience to them. But the French commander perſiſted in 
his requiſition and menaces, the capitulation was ſigned in order to prevent him carrying them 
into execution. Having gained this point, Baron Rullecourt advanced to Elizabeth Caſtle, 
near the town, which he ſummoned to ſurrender; but the garriſon returned him a peremptory 
refuſal, and made ſo vigorous a diſcharge of their artillery upon his troops, as obliged him to 
xetire into the town. In the mean time, the Britiſh troops, under the command of Major 
Pierſon, who was next in ſeniority to the lieutenant governor, together with the militia of the 
iſland, aſſembled upon the heights near the town; when the French General ſent a requiſition 
to them to conform to the capitulation; but received for anfwer, that if the French did not 


lay down their arms, and ſurrender themſelves. priſoners within twenty ee 
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ob attack them. Accordingly, Major Pierſon, Weile ade A very able diſpoſition of his ſmall . 


body of forces, they attacked the enemy with ſuch vigour and impetuoſity, that in leſs than 
half an hour from the commencement. of the action, the French General being mortally 


wounded, the officer next in command defired Major Corbet to reſume the government and to 


accept their ſubmiſſion as priſoners of war, But the brilliance of this ſucceſs, was diminiſhed 


by the death of that excellent officer Major Pierſon, who unhappily fell by one of the laſt diſ- 
charges from the French troops. He was but in the twenty- fifth year of his age, and had diſ- 


played ſuch military abilities on this occaſion, as juſtified the higheſt expectations of the pro- 
feſſional character he would have attained, nad he been ſo fortunate as to ſurvive. He was 


ſincerely lamented, not only by the ſoldiery and n of f Jerſey, but 15 the whole 


nation. 


Hoſtilities were - commenced e the Dutch wa detention of their ſhipping in the differ- 
ent parts of England, and by the capture of two men of war of 54 guns. On the granting of 
letters of marque and repriſals againſt them, a multitude of privateers was added to thoſe al- 
ready in commiſſion, and a very great number of the Dutch merchantmen were brought into 
the Britiſh ports. Inſtrutions were alſo diſpatched at the ſame time to the commanders of 
the Britiſh forces in the Weſt Indies, to proceed to immediate hoſtilities, againſt the Dutch 
ſettlements in thoſe parts. | 

Admiral Rodney was returned from his expedition to North Ae and was preparing to 
attack ſuch of the French iſlands as ſeemed to be the leaſt capable of defence, when he was ap- 
prized of the rupture with Holland, and directed to commence hoſtilities againſt its poſſeſſions 
in the Weſt Indies. The moſt important of theſe was the iſland of St. Euſtatius, commonly 
called Statia. This iſland, barren and contemptible in itſelf, had long been the ſeat of a very 
great and lucratiye commerce, and might, indeed, be confidered as the grand free port of the 


| Weſt Indies and America, and as a general magazine to all nations. Its richeſt harveſts 


were, however, during the ſeaſons of warfare among its neighbours, in conſequence of its 
neutral ſtate and ſituation, with its unbounded as well as unreſtrained freedom of trade. 
At this time, therefore, it was, of courſe, open to the ſubjects of all the powers at war, and 
deriving immenſe profits from the commerce carried on in conſequence of ſuch a privilege. 
The Dutch, under whoſe mediationall trading buſineſs was tranſacted, reaped prodigious ad- 
vantage from the innumerable commiſſions with which they were entruſted, and from the vaſt 
{ale of thoſe articles of merchandize, which they alone could diſpoſe of to the ſubjects of the 
belligerent powers in that*part of the globe. N 

Such was the ſituation of this iſland, when Adware Gather, on the third of February in 
this year, appeared before it, with a naval and land force which it was in no condition to reſiſt. 
It ſurrendered, therefore, without any ſtipulations. The wealth found in this place, was ſo 


great as to excite the aſtoniſhment of the captors, notwithſtanding their previous intimate 


knowledge of its nature and circumſtances. _ The whole iſland appeared to be one enormous 


magazine; for not only the vaſt ſtorehouſes were crammed with merchandize of every kind, 


but even the beach was covered with hogſheads of ſugar and tobacco. The value of the com- 
modities was eſtimated by a looſe, but ſuppoſed moderate calculation, as being conſiderably 


above three millions ſterling. But this was only a part of the prize; the capture of ſhipping 


was immenſe: upwards of 200 fail of merchantmen were taken, many of which were very 
| richly laden, beſides a ſhip of 60 guns, a frigate of 40, and five other veſſels of inferior force, 
The intelligence of this event was the more agreeably received in England, as the loſs, which 

Vol. I. . | was 


| 
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conditions of leaving the inhabitants in poſſeſſion of their property. The fact appears to be, 


few leagues diſtant from Demerary, together with ſeveral veſſels, was . by a ſquadron of 
privateers, who aſſociated for that purpoſe. 
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was among the ſevereſt that Holland could have received, fell chiefly upon the city of "PEN 
dam. 'The French and Americans were alſo-confiderable ſufferers, and not a few of the Bri. 
tiſh merchants; who, truſting to the neutrality of the place, had conſigned valuable cargoes to 
their ehen there; all of which were A * the Britiſh commanders as Datch: 
property. 

The Dutch Governor, on ſurrendering the teu We = had recommended 3 it WA the. . 
bitants to the mercy of the Britiſh commanders, But the latter thought themſelves juſtified, 
by the partial and even zealous conduct of thoſe inhabitants in favour of the enemies of Great 
Britain, in treating them with a degree of rigour not commonly exerciſed towards. an enemy 
who has ſurrendered at diſcretion. All the property found upon the ifland, . bath public and 
private, was declared to be confiſcated, and was treated according to the ſevereſt rules of con- 
fiſcation. Sales for the diſpoſal of it commenced on the 15th of Mareh, and notice was given, 
in the Carribbean Gazette, that all perſons who would come to the iſland in order to purehaſe, - 
ſhould have whatever they bought properly ſecured to them. The goods purchaſed at theſe 
ſales were ſuppoſed to- be ſold at about one fourth of their value, and were permitted to be 
ſhipped off in Engliſh or neutral benen, for the purpoſe of conveying them to * of the 
Engliſh or neutral iſlands. 

Beſides the iſland of St. Euſtatius, the neighbouring iſlands of St. Martin and Saba - "iy 
dered at diſcretion. Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan added, likewiſe, to their former 
conqueſts, the French iſſand of St. Bartholomew, and the Dutch colonies of Demerary and 
Iſſequibo on the Spaniſh main, but to theſe they thought proper to afford the more favourable 


that no ſuſpicions lay againſt them of having acted a treacherous part to Great Britain, by 
doing every poſſible ſervice to her enemies, which had been the conduct of the people of St. 
Euſtatius; who, while they ſupplied the French and Americans with immenſe quantities of 
warlike ſtores, &c. refuſed, under various pretences, to ſupply the occaſional demands made 
by ſhips belonging to Great Britain. A number of Dutch veſſels in the river Demerary, were 
alſo taken by two ſloops of his Britannic Majeſty ; and the Dutch ſettlement of Berbicia, a 


As this is a commercial queſtion. of conſiderable ue p we ſhall m__ thoſe papers at 
large, which will afford the beſt elucidation of. it. 
To their Excellencies Sir George Brydges Rodney, Dara; &c. &C. 2 the Honour- 
able General John Vaughan, Commanders in Chief of his Majeſty's Fleets and Armies 

in the Weſt Indies, &c. - 

The Memorial and Remonſtrance of the Merchants of St. Chriſtopher for e and 

as Agents and Factors for many of the moſt commercial Houſes 1 in Great Britain and 
Ireland. < 

« Your Excellencies having refuſed the requeſt of our former memorial, we wave thought 

it neceſſary to intrude upon you with a ſecond application, that we may not be wanting in all 
due reſpect to your Excellencies characters; that our proceedings may be conducted with that 
caution and deliberation which is conſiſtent with the equity of our demands; and that you 
may, be made acquainted with our determination, in caſe thoſe ae, continue t be 


refuſed, 
66: We 
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„ We have already repreſented, that our property, and that of our anniesst, fairly 
bought, under the ſanction of acts of Parliament, with their and our money; has been forcibly 
taken from us, without our being allowed to mark or number the packages, and without 
knowing on what ſhips they were to be loaded, We have now to add to that information, 
that inſurances for ſome of thoſe very goods have been ordered to be made in England, before 
the capture of the iſland, on ſhips engaged for the purpoſe of carrying them to Great Britain, 
and now actually in this port. As by theſe nieans our property is wreſted out of. gur hands, 
and the inſurers abſolved from their engagements, we confider your Excellencies, and thoſe 


employed under you, as anſwerable for all riſques whatever of ſea as well as the enemy, until 


the delivery of our goods into- the hands of our reſpective correſpondents in England; and 


your Excellencies will not be ſurprized at our ufing all the means which the laws of our coun- 


try have provided for us to ſeek redreſs. This is a duty we owe to ourſelyes, our families, our 
creditors, and our conſtituents, however difagreeable it muſt be to have any diſputes with 


gentlemen, whom we have always conſidered as the proteQors of our perſons and fortunes. 


In this application for ourſelves, we with it to be underſtood, that the property of all the in- 


| habitants of the captured 1flands is included, that may have been forcibly taken off from St. 


Euſtatius, in the ſame manner that ours have been. Their produce was brought and ours 
purchaſed there, under the ſanction of acts of Parliament; and in whatever light men of your 
high rank and elevated ſtations may conſider ſuch authorities, we have been taught to look up 
to them with reverence and veneration, and have always underſtood, that even his Majeſty 
cannot diſpenſe with them, and conſequently cannot delegate ſuch a power to others, 

„In regard to the European goods now in our ſtores, and in the hands of our factors at 
St, Enſtatius, we entreat your Excellencies to determine their fate as ſoon as poſſible; and 
ſhould there be a general confiſcation, and the proceeds to remain in agents hands, or the 
goods detained from us, till his Majeſty's pleaſure is known ; we beg leave to repreſent, that 
we conſider ourſelves as no ways obliged to reſt ſatisfied with ſuch ſales or detention; but, on 
the contrary, will ſeek all lawful redreſs, in this country and in England, againſt your Excel- 
lencies, and all employed to take them out of our poſſeſſion, or who prevent our removing c or 
diſpoſing of them in ſuch a manner, that they may fel] for their full value. | 

As it is not only neceſſary for the ſecurity of our rights, but alſo in conformity to your 
Excellencies deſire, that we ſhould produce inventories of all our effects at St. Euſtatius, we 
doubt not but your Excellencies will readily furniſh us with the means of procuring them; 
we have, therefore, to requeſt, that, in order to enable us and our partners and factors at St. 
Euftatius to aſcertain the amount of the goods already ſhipped off by authority of your Excel- 
lencies, and of what may be hereafter taken from us, you would be pleaſed to permit ſuch an 
intercourſe, perſonal and by correſpondence between us and them, as may facilitate a meaſure 
ſo neceſſary to give the laws of our country their proper force. | * 

And, as the inhabitants of the captured iſlands, in whoſe behalf we alſo . have a 


conſiderable property on board of Dutch veſſels, now in St. Euſtatius road, which, we are in- 


formed, are under your Excellencies orders for England, we think it highly proper, that we 
ſhould here requeſt your Excellencies to direct all papers, particularly the certificates relating 


to ſuch property, to be tranſmitted to England by each veſſel, and that the principal officers 
ol each ſhip be ſent home to prove the ſhipment and property of ſuch goods, in compliance 
with his Majeſty's inſtructions. 
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% We ſhall further uſe the freedom to repreſent to your Excelleticies, one ſerious bad con- 


ſequence that may ariſe-to Britiſh ſubjects from the meaſures threatened by your Excellencics. 


to be put in execution. It is impoſſible for many of us to be more effect ually ruined by future 
events than by the-preſent; but our more wealthy conſtituents, and the nation at large, ma 
ſuffer from the example ſet by your Excellencies to- other powers if by the fate of war theſe 


iſlands ſhould-fall into the hands of an entaged enemy, there will be a pretext for them to re. 


taliate, and confiſcate private property; ſuch ſteps will totally deprive us of the nieans of pay- 


ing our generous creditors in England, and be the cauſe of numerous bankruptcies there, 
Thus there will be ruin inflicted on the very people in the mother country, who are, with 
unparalelled liberality, ſubſcribing to ſupport the war, and the principal pillars of the ſtate will 
fall to the ground. e ee ee h 5 ay 

The conquerors of all civilized nations have ever had an eye to this; and both motives 


of humanity and policy preſerved the property of individuals. One inſtance lately happened 


to the contrary ; Grenada having been taken by ſtorm, without capitulation, was at the mercy 
of the conquerors :—though the Count D'Eſtaing did not ſeize the property of individuals, 
yet he iſſued edicts to prevent payment of debts due in Great Britain, and diſplaced agents of 


abſentces, by appointing truſtees to receive the produce of the eſtates. Thoſe meaſures occa- 


ſioned an univerſal clamour among the enlightened part of the French nation, who carried re- 
monſtrances to the throne of an abſolute monarch, and Count D'Eſtaing's conduct was 
ſeverely reprobated, his edicts reſcinded, and the inhabitants put upon the ſame footing with 


oy 


the French ſubjeQts in that iſland, - | 


It is fo far from our inclination to give any trouble to your Excellencies, that it is with 
reluctance we have treſpaſſed upon your attention; but as we are aſking for a right, and not 


ſoliciting a favour,—and as that right is of the greateſt importance to us, we not only hope 


that we ſhall ſtand excuſed. to your Excellencies, but that you will, upon further reflection, 
comply with our requeſt,” rat | | 

The above memorial, &c. was preſented to, Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan, by ' 
John Glanville, Eſq. his Majeſty's Solicitor General. | 1 Den : 
The principles on which the Britiſh commanders in chief a&ed in the buſineſs of St. Eu- 
ſtatius, were too decided to be moved by memorials or remonſtrances from partial ſufferers, - 


The anſwer of the Admiral to that which we have juſt recited, marks the ſpirit of his conduct, 


and his determination to continue it. After mentioning the. impoſſibility of conſidering it 
with proper attention, from the more important avocations that preſſed upon him, he pro- 
ceeds to expreſs his ſurprize, that gentlemen- who call themſelves merchants and ſubjects of 
Great Britain, ſhould, when it was in their power to lodge their effects in the Britiſh iſlands 
to windward, where they would have been under the protection of the Britiſh laws and the 
Britiſh flag, ſend them to leeward, to the iſland of St. Euſtatius, where, in the eye of com- 


mon reaſon and common ſenſe, they could only be lodged as a depoſit to ſupply the neceſſity 


of their King's and their country's enemies.” He then concludes with the following ſtrong, 


. unargumentative, peremptory declaration.— The iſland of St. Euſtatius was Dutch, every 


thing in it was Dutch, —every thing was under the protection of the Dutch flag, and that as 

Dutch it ſhall be treated, is the firm reſolution of a Britiſh Admiral, who has no view what- 

ever, but to do the duty he owes to his King and country.” Ws i 
But this was not all, - while the merchants of St. Chriſtopher's, &c. were endeavouring to 


direct the attention of che captors of St. Euſtatius, to their intereſts, the Weſt India planters 
N 8 and 


— 
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598 and merchants in Libdbh; were Tettitig forth their grieyances to the power, to whom thoſe 
officers- were non The ä petition was: . on * 1th of * to the 
throne. 5 | 
To the Kine? 8 Mosr Mötiirer MAJEST x. 
We PETITION of the WEST INDIA PLANTERS and MERCHANTS. © 

«© That your petitioners have very conſiderable property and debts due to them, in the 

ſcyeral iſlands in the Weſt Indies, ſubject to the crown of Great Britain, as alſo in the iſlands 
of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica and St. Vincent, which have, in the courſe of the 
preſent hoſtilities, fallen under the dominion of France. 

« That they have always conceived it to be a maxim among civilized nations, eſtabliſhed in 
humanity and ſound policy, © that war ſhould be carried on with the leaſt poſſible injury to 

« private property, found in any countries or towns, which may be invaded or conquered :” 
the happy effects of which wiſe principles your petitioners have hitherto experienced in the ſe- 
curity of their eſtates and effects from rapine and plunder, which have been reciprocally diſ- 
countenanced by the Goyernors i in the Weſt Indies, as ruinous to individuals, and productive 
of no deciſive advantage to any of the ſovereign States concerned. 

« Your petitioners are, therefore, ſerioufly alarmed at the general ſeizure made by the com- 
manders of your Majeſty” s ſea and land forces, of goods, merchandize and ſpecie, found in the 
iſlands of St. Euſtatius and St. Martin, on their ſurrendering, without refiſtance, and at diſ- 
cretion, to the ſaid commanders ; humbly conceiving, that the inhabitants of places which 
ſubmit to the will, and ſurrender themſelves to the difcretiorr of an invading enemy, imme 

diately upon ſuch ſubmiſſion, become the ſubjects of that ſovereign or ſtate, to whom the 
- vitorious army belongs; and conſequently, by their allegiance, are entitled to ſecurity in 
their perſons and property ; it being as repugnant to policy as humanity, to permit one claſs 
of ſubjects to plunder another; the trader having an 2 claim with the ſoldier to the pro- 
tection of government. 

** Your petitioners humbly bes? leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that thoſe Dutch iflands 
did belong to a ſovereign State, by whoſe authority and permiſſion they were made free ports; 
and that they have been recognized as ſuch by Great Britain, and all the other maritime powers 
of Europe, who have poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies. 

% That Great Britain, in particular, has never interdicted or prohibited, to her ſubjeQs, 
the trade of thoſe Dutch iſlands, but has, on the contrary, permitted the exportation of great 
quantities of various articles of goods, of the growth, produce and manufacture of this eoun- 
try, which have been regularly and openly entered outs: at Non” ſeveral pore in this kingdom, 
for the ſaid Dutch iſlands. 

© Thatam act was paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for dn ang any legal doubts ariſing oi out 
of the Navigation Act, reſpecting the importation of tobacco of the growth of the colonies in 
North America, which having eſcaped Britiſh capture, had been imported from the colonies 
in rebellion, into: thoſe Dutch iſlands, declaring and enacting, © that ſuch: tobacco might be 
* legally imported from thoſe, or any other neutral iſlands, into any Britiſh ifland, and from 
* thence into Great Britain: by which act, the trade to the ſaid iſland of St. Euſtatius and 
St, Martin, which had always been, in many reſpects, legal, became an object of public en- 
couragement, by being extended beyond: what the ſtrict conſtruction of law ſeemed formerly 
to authorize. 


4% That 


N A. D. | . 0 I IHE | 
| 1781 % That ſince the paſſing the ſaid act, and even beſore, during the preſent rebellion, 3 . 
ee | -part of the tobacco, abſolutely neceſſary for the conſumption and revenue of G - < great 
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has been imported through that channel, to the manifeſt benefit of the navigation 15 . 


kingdom; for if the market had not been ſupplied by thoſe means, there would have bee 
indiſpenſable neceſſity for admitting tobacco from Holland, after having . 

from thoſe iſlands in Dutch veſſels; and Great Britain would, conlequently, have = * 
prived of the profit ariſing from the long navigation of that bulky commodity. 

That ſince the commencement of the American rebellion, the ſaid iflands of St. Euſtatiu 
and St. Martin have been frequently of the moſt eſſential ſervice to the Britiſh Leeward Uſland ; 
particularly in the years 1777 and 1778, when the iſlands of Antigua and St. Chriſtophe, 
would have ſuffered all the miſeries of actual famine, had not they drawn from St. Euſtatius 
thoſe ſupplies which they formerly received from North America, 

That ſince the capture of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica and St. Vincent, thoſe 
iſlands have been pringipally ſupplied with the ſeveral neceſſaries for their conſumption and 
for the cultivation of their plantations, through the medium of St. Euſtatius, and that 3 
Britiſh ſubje&s, having property in thoſe captured iſlands, have been obliged to eſtabliſh houſes 
ef trade in the ſaid iſland of St. Euſtatius, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſupplying thoſe iſlands 
and have ordered various articles to be ſhipped for St. "Euſtatius from Great Britain, as well as 
from Holland. | by 

That the great want of plantation ſtores and other neceſſaries, in thoſe captured: iſlands, 
has alſo obliged many of the planters to ſhip, from time to time, a great part of the produce 
of their plantations to St. Euſtatius, for the purpoſe of purchaſing ſuch plantation ſtores and 
neceſſaries. ä 8 

That many of your Majeſty's faithful and loyal ſubjects, on the faith of Great Britain, 
Having recognized the trade, have ſettled as general traders in thoſe Dutch iſlands, and have 


conſiderable property in goods, merchandize and money, in the ſaid iſlands; and that others 


of your Majeſty's moſt faithful and loyal ſubjects, as agents for the Dutch as well as Britiſli 
merchants in theſe iſlands, have ſhipped. conſiderable quantities of goods and merchandize on 
account of the ſaid merchants, | | 
That thoſe Dutch Hands, particularly St. Euſtatius, have, therefore, been, and ought 
to be, conſidered as free ports, open to all the world, where the ſubjects of all States in amity 
with Holland were equally welcome, where the goods imported by the hand of commerce were 
at open market, ready to be ſold to the beſt bidder, without favour and affection, without any 
partial or political attachment or predilection to any of the powers at war, without regard to 
any other object than that of mercantile profit, which is the ſpring and ſoul of all commerce 
whatever; and that the value of the ſaid jiſlands to that ſovereign power'to which they belong- 
ed, as well as to your Majeſty's ſubje&s and other nations, conſiſted in their being univerſal 
open marts, and not in the inconſiderable production of their ſoil. © * | 
** Your petitioners humbly beg leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that, as a very conſider- 
able part of the property found in thoſe Dutch iſlands, muſt neceſſarily belong:to many of your 
Majeſty's moſt faithful and. loyal ſubje&s, from the cauſes above ſtated, fo there- are likewiſe 
others of your Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding in Great Britain, and the Britiſh... Leeward Iſlands, 
who are large ereditors.of the Dutch and Britiſh merchants in thoſe Dutch iſlands, not only 


n account of goods and merchandize, openly and avowedly ſhipped by them, as the agents of 
2 the 
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the ſaid merchants, but alſo i in reſpec of dealings and engagements antecedent ts, and uncon- 
nected with the trade carried on by ſuch their debtors in thoſe iflarids. : 
With reſpe& to the property found in the ſaid iſlands, belonging to FA ſubjects of the | 

| 


5 


States of Holland, or any other of your Majeſty's enemies, your petitioners having already 
ſtated what they hambly conceive to be the humane and political practice of war, feel them- 
ſelves impelled by a principle of gratitude, to preſent to your royal view the conduct of the 
commanders of the French King's forces, and of the court of F DOR in the caſe of the con- 
queſt of the ĩſlands of Grenada and the Grenadines. 

« When the iſland of Grenada, after having made a SAY but unſacceſsfal defence, 
againſt the enemy's force, ſurrendered at diſcretion, there was no plunder allowed, except on 
the Hoſpital Hill, which was taken by ſtorm, and where the ſmall effects that were lodged, 
neceſſarily fell, in furore belli, to the firſt of the aſſailants who could lay their hands upon them.. 

The goods and merchandise in the town of St. George, in that iſland, to a very large amount, 
not merely intended for the uſe and conſumption of the iſland, but for the general market of 
the Weſt Indies, remained untouched; and every ſpecies of property whatever was left. Invio-- 
late, even the goods upon the quays and beach, in various parts of the ifland, 

« There were, indeed, certain ordinances iſſued by the French governor, on taking poſ- 

ſeſſion of the ſaid iſland; by which the produce of all plantations belonging to abſentees was 
to be ſequeſtered until a peace; and the payment of all debts due to your Majeſty's fabjeCts,. 
refiding in any part of your Majeſty's dominions, was prohibited, under pain of military exe- 
cution, But on the application of the parties intereſted to the court of France, thoſe ordi- 
nances were immediately revoked by his Moft Chriftian Majeſty ; and all perſons whatever, 
whether preſent or abſent, were ſecured in the full poſſeſſion of their eſtates and effects: his- 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty having been pleaſed, at the ſame time, to expreſs his diſapprobation of 
thoſe ordinances, © as tending to injure civil contracts, which are founded on the law of na- 
ture, and which form the moſt ſacred bond of Tociety, being the principal ſource of that 
reciprocal communication and intercourſe ſubſiſting between the ſubjects of all nations; to 
which contracts, and to private property in general, the practice of war, among civilized: Aates, 
has ever had the moſt tender regard.“ . 

* Your petitioners likewiſe, with pleaſure reflect, that your Majeſty, in the. very beginning 
of your reign, gave a ſtriking example of clemency upon the capture of Dominica; the inha- 
bitants of which iſland were ſettled there againft expreſs treaties, unacknowledged by any ſove- 
reign ; profeſſing neutrality, yet exerciſing hoſtilities againſt your Majeſty's fubje&s; and 
when ſummoned to ſubmit to your Majeſty's arms, not only refuſed to ſurrender, but, pro- 
voking an aſſault, were reduced ſword in hand: yet, by your Majeſty's wiſdom and generoſity, 
tlie inhabitants of that iſland were preſerved in the poſſeſſion of all their property. 

Four petitioners do not conceive that thoſe defenceleſs iſlands were ſurprized and taken 
poſſeſſion of by your Majeſty s arms for the ſake of inglorious ſpoil, but merely with a view 
to great political objects, in conducting the preſent hoſtilities againſt the combined enemies of 
Great Britain, by depriving them, in future, of the convenience and advantage of thoſe marts. 
They have ever conſidered Great Britain as priding herſelf in acts of generoſity and humanity, 
not leſs than in brilliant achievements of valour in war; and they are confident that your 
Majeſty will not permit the Britiſh name to be ſtained by a departure from that line of conduct, 


Which has hitherto 8 peculiarly charaQeriſed this nation, and her ſacred' regard to the rights 
of mankind, | 


6 They 
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thoſe Dutch iſlands, would grievouſſy affect many of your Majeſty's moſt faithful and — 


ſubjects, who have traded there under the ſanction of our laws, or who are-creditors of mer 


chants in the ſaid iſlands; and, at the ſame time, to ſtate to your Majeſty their apprehenſion 
that ſuch a meaſure, ſo far as it would injure the property of the ſubjects of the enemy 1 
neceſſarily tend to-encreaſe the calamities of war, by exciting deſperate zeſiſtance,—by exaſe 
rating our foes againſt the trading inhabitants of thoſe iſlands which may hereafter be obli <4 
to ſubmit to their arms, - and by eſtabliſhing a predatory ſyſtem, deſtructive and ruinous 2 


Conſequences to individuals, and of no ſolid benefit to the ſeveral ſtates concerned. 


Signed by order, and in the name and on the behalf of the Weſt India planters and mer. 
a N | WILLIAM Cn ICHTON, 
. | | Chairman of the general meeting on this ſpecial buſineſs,” 
But the Weſt India planters. and merchants who conſidered themſelves as ſufferers by the 
general confiſcation of St. Euſtatius, did not content themſelves with memorials and petitions, 
but had immediate recourſe to the laws of their country; and various law-ſaits were commen. 


ced, in order to try whether the conduct of the captors of St.Euſtatius would obtain the ſanc. 


tion of law. Theſe circumſtances occaſioned a great coolneſs, which at length foreboded a ſet- 
tled diſlike between the naval commander in chief and the Britiſh iſlands which were commit. 
ted to his charge and protection: a circumſtance which. could not but be conſidered as ex- 

tremely unfortunate in ſuch a critical ſeaſon of the war. T | 
The buſineſs of St. Euſtatius was not, however, confined to thoſe whe were more immedi- 
ately concerned in it: the attention of Parliament was claimed on the occaſton; and Mr. Burke 
moved, in the Houſe of Commons, for an enquiry into the conduct obſerved in the late cap- 
ture of the iſland of St. Euſtatius, particularly with reſpect to the ſeizure and confiſcation of 


private property, as well as to many outrages ſtated to have been committed there. But the 


abſence of the commanders, who were ſo deeply concerned in the ſubject of enquiry, was 
thought a ſufficient ground for poſtponing it till the enſuing ſeſſion; and to that period we 
muſt refer our readers for any further information on this important ſubject. 

In the month of O& ober, 1780, ſeveral of the Weſt India iſlands were afflicted with one of 
the moſt dreadful hurricanes that had ever been experienced in that part of the globe. The 
damage done by it to ſome of the Britith and French iſlands, as as well as to the ſhipping, was 
immenſe, and far exceeded any loſſes, from ſuch a cauſe, that had ever been ſuſtained by thoſe 
colonies. 13 | 

The Britiſh iſland which ſuffered moſt was that of Bathadoes: it underwent an almoſt total 
deſtruction. The iſlands of Jamaica, Grenada, St. Vincent, and St. Lucia, particularly the 
former, were alſo great ſharers in this alarming viſitation, The French iſlands of Martinico 


and Guadaloupe did not eſcape an equal portion of the general calamity : the principal towns 


in both were almoſt levelled with the earth; many thouſand lives were loſt from the irruption 
of the ſea, the fall of buildings, &c.; and, among the vaſt quantity of ſhipping caſt away, were 
two Britiſh ſhips of the line, and ſeveral frigates : ſeveral French ſhips of war alſo met with 
the ſame fate. | | „ 
Theſe harricanes involved the inhabitants of ſome of the Britiſh iſlands in ſuch extreme 
diſtreſs, that it was thought neceſſary to make application to Parliament for aſſiſtance and relief. 
Accordingly, on the 23d of January in this year, (which was the firſt day on which the Houle 


of Commons aſſembled after the Chriſtmas receſs) a petition was preſented, by Lord ney 
am 
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from the planters, merchants, and other perſons intereſted in the inand of as -in which | 


it was ſtated, that the pariſhes of Weſtmoreland and Hanover, in that iſland, had been laid 
waſte by the late hurricanes, earthquakes, and inundations ; whereby moſt of the buildings in 
thoſe pariſhes, together with the produce of the earth, were in a great meaſure deſtroyed; and 
that other diſtrits in the iſland had received very conſiderable damage. It was added, that 


the loſſes of the ſeveral ſufferers amounted to ſuch an enormous n as to the immedi- 


ate aid and aſſiſtance of Parliament. 5 | 

A petition was alſo preſented by Mr. Efwick, not for S from the plamters, mer- 
chants, and others reſident in England, and intereſted in the iſland of Barbadoes ; in which it 
was ſtated, that the violence of the late hurricanes had extended over the whole iſland, affecting 
almoſt every individual, and reducing to diſtreſs the greateſt part of the inhabitants. Of 
nearly 400 plantations, ſcarcely one had eſcaped the general calamity ; moſt had ſuſtained very 


conſiderable, and many almoſt irreparable damages: almoſt all the buildings, -nearly one-half 


of the cattle, and many ſlaves had been deſtroyed ; ſeveral towns had fuffered, and the principal 
in an extreme degree. From theſe cauſes, the inhabitants, to the number of above 20,000 
whites, had been almoſt deſtitute of habitations, food, and raiment. The petitioners there- 
fore ſolicited the Houſe, that it would afford the ſufferers ſuch ſpeedy and effectual relief, as 
would not only ſecure them from impending want, but alſo aſſiſt them to ere& anew their 
buildings, and to procure other neceſſaries, and thereby enable them again to cultivate their 


eſtates. A petition was alfo preſented from the lord mayor, aldermen, and common council 
of London, recommending the diſtreſſed inhabitants of Jamaica and Barbadoes to the attention. 


and generoſity of Parliament. 

The miniſter informed the Houſe, that his Majeſty having been ee with the con- 
tents of theſe petitions, had recommended them to the conſideration of Parliament. The day 
following, therefore, the buſineſs was more particularly diſcuſſed ; when Lord. North obſerved, 
that if an eſtimate were to be made of the commercial value to this country of the two pariſhes 


on which the hurricane fell in Jamaica, and if it were compared with the conimercial value to 


this country of Barbadoes, perhaps thoſe two pariſhes were more than equivalent, in that ſcale, 
to the whole of that iſland. If therefore a calculation were to be made of the quantum of re- 
lief to be ſent to each iſland upon this principle, the greateſt ſum would be ſent to Jamaica: 

but Parliament would be too juſt to make this the rule of their charity, which ſhould be regu- 


lated, not by the meaſure of their loſs, but by the urgency of their wants. The hurricane had 


fallen on only a part of Jamaica, but had ravaged and laid waſte the whole of Barbadoes. In. 
the latter iſland all were ſufferers; in Jamaica, the greater part of the iſland, though indeed the 


leaſt fertile, had eſcaped the general viſitation : whence it might be preſumed, that the neceſſa- 


ries of life might be purchaſed by the poor amongſt the ſufferers, which were not very many 
in the two ſuffering pariſhes, for money : money theretore was the principal thing of which: 
they ſtood in need. But, in Barbadoes, where the effects of the hurricane were general, the 
number of poor white people was great, and they would ſtand in need of many of the neceſ- 


ſaries of life, conſiſting of bulky commodities, which could not be tranſmitted, like a credit 


on the bank of England, without any expence, but would occaſion a conſiderable deduction 
trom the ſum voted for their relief, for freight, inſurance, and ſimilar incidents :—In the 
article of aſſiſtance; therefore, the painful preference was due to Barbadoes. -In conſequence of 


this ſtatement, the Houſe agreed to three reſolutions F irſt, to grant 80,0001,. for the relief 


oy 
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"is, he | | 
3587 of Barbadoes ; ſecondly, uo grant 40,0001. for the relief of Jamaica; nnd, thirdly,” that l 4 
ſums ſhould be paid for the uſe of the ſufferers, without any deductionk 

On che 25th of the ſame month, the miniſters communicated to both Houſes of Parliament 
_  -a meſſage from the King, in which his Majeſty acquainted them, that during the receſs, he 
had been obliged-to direct letters. of marque and repriſal to be iſſued againſt the States-General 
of the United Provinces and their ſubjets. For the cauſes and motives of his condu@, on 
that occaſion, he referred them to his public manifeſto againft that republic, which be had 
ordered to be laid before the Houſe, &c. with ſeveral other papers relative to the rupture with 
Holland. 57 Wes Be | Wee 1 
Very animated debates took place on this occaſion in both Houſes : the oppoſition repro. 
bated the war with Holland in the moſt pointed manner. But the principal ground of aro. 
ment was taken between the Dutch and the Americans, which had been diſcovered by the 
capture of Mr. Laurens. It was ſaid to be no more than the plan of a treaty, or the rough 
draught of a compact hereafter to be entered into by the intending contracting parties: that it 
depended entirely on events which were unknown, and might not happen; in which caſe, the 
treaty was never to be ratified : that it was no more than a ſpeculative eſſay, —a mere contem- 
plative project. hk | 
To ſuch reaſoning it was eafily anſwered—T hat the treaty was actually ſigned and ſealed; 
the names of the penſionary of Amſterdam, and Monſieur de Neufville, a merchant of that 
city, being ſubſcribed to it on the part of the magiſtracy of Amſterdam, and the name of 
William Lee, as commiſſioner or agent for the Congreſs-of America, Beſides, it might be 
very properly urged, that when two powers ſtood connected together by folemn treaty and 
ancient alliance, as the States of Holland and Great Britain were, it made very little differ- 
ence in the ſcale of offence and provocation, whether a treaty, like that of the penſionary Van 
Berkel, was fully ratified and confuammated, or only in progreſſion. Indeed the States- 
General had refuſed to pay the leaſt attention to the requiſition in his Majeſty's memorial, de- 
livered by Sir Joſeph Yorke, that proper notice ſhould be taken of Van Berkel and his aſſo- | 
ciates ; ſo far as ſuch a refuſal could be implied by a contemptuous filence. As to the principal 
magiſtrates of Amſterdam, they were fo far from diſavowing the fact, or attempting to palliate 
it, that they gloried in the whole tranſaQion ; and expreſsly declared, even to the States- 
'General, that what they had done was no more than their indifpenſable duty requirgd of 
them. It may be alſo ſuggeſted, that the opinion of this treaty being no more than a project, 
might, perhaps, have ſome weight in the argument, if an opportunity had not been given to 
the States-General to retra& or diſavow it, Inſtead of that, their conduct amounted nearly, 
if not entirely, to an avowal or approbation of its contents: they poſtponed it ad referendum ; 
and by ſo doing, they diſclaimed it in form, but acknowledged it in ſubſtance : for, though it 
may be allowed, for argument's ſake, that they were not prepared immediately to punith the 
offender, Van'Berkel, they might have fatisfied the Britiſh court, by reprobating it in an ab- 
ſtract reſolution or opinion, exprefling, in general terms, their total diſapprobation, and de- 
claring the impropriety or criminality of any of the ſubjects of the republic entering into a 
treaty with the rebellious ſubje&s of another ſtate, in amity and alliance with them. The 
motion made in both Houſes, in conſequence of the meſſage, that an addreſs ſhould be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, aſſuring him that the Houſe would, with a firm and determined reſolu- 
tion, ſupport the juſt and neceſſary war againſt Holland, &c. &c. was carried in both places 
by a confiderable majority, | 
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The affuirs of India now began to require, and to attrat the moſt fetious/.ttentivn- of the 
Houſe of Commons. It was ſtrongly inſiſted upon by many perſons of weight, that the inter- 
ference of the crown, under the ſanction of Parliament, in 1773, in regulating the govern- 
ment of the Eaſt India Company's poſſeſſions in Aſia, and in the management of its affairs at 
home, inſtead of the benefits which were held out at that time, had produced ſuch ſcenes of 


 diforder, arid ſach a ſtate of confuſion in India, as has not ore deen the refult of civil, or 


eren of any regulated military eſtabliſhment. | 
It was genetally allowed, that the double intereſts which were then formed, day coun-- 


teracting each other, and the oppoſite powers which the Company's ſervants looked up to, 


neceſſarify flackened all the bands of obedience, and, by degrees, deſtroyed all authority. The 
revolution at Madras, the fate of Lord Pigot, the triumph, rather than eſcape, of the authors: 
of that cataſtrophe, for which they had only been fined. 10o00l. each, with the extraordinary 
phenomenon of Indian princes, at the diſtance of half the globe, becoming the authors of 
cabals, and the leaders of parties in the capital of Great Britain, formed, altogether, ſuch a 
combination of circumſtances, as pointed out the neceſſity of a review of our policy itſelf, in 
the government of India, as well as of the ſtriking effects which it had produced. 

Bengal, by the new regulations, had been made the ſeat of government of the Britiſh domi- 
nions in the Eaſt. Two juriſdictions were there eſtabliſhed; the one poſſeſſing all the politi- 
cal and executive powers of government, under the name of Governor-General and Council, 
extended its ſuperintendance and controul over the other preſidencies of Madras and Bombay. 
The ſecond, compoſed of judges ſent from England, was called the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, and was entirely independent of the Governor-General and Council. As the one ſuc- 
ceeded, with great additional powers, to the ancient preſidency, fo the latter did to the Mayor's 
Court of Calcutta: a court, which though compoſed of magiſtrates not bred to the know- 
ledge of the law, yet by acting upon the general principles of re&itude, and with the aſſiſtance 
of juries, was highly diſtinguiſhed, as well for the moderate expence of time and money at 
which juſtice was obtained, as for the fairneſs or its proceedings, UE the equity of its de- 
ciſions. 

It was ſcarcely, perhaps, in the nature of things, that theſe ſeparate, independent powers, 
eſpectally at ſuch a diſtance from home, as to be in a great meaſure beyond the reach of con- 
troul, ſhould ſubſiſt long together without claſhing. The public had hitherto received only 
the charges againſt the Supreme Court of Judicature of Calcutta. Their friends could there- 
fore only requeſt, that no haſty opinions ſhould be formed, nor cenfure paſt upon their con- 
duct, until they were heard. | 

In this ſtate of things, it was not eaſy to ſettle in what proportions the blame is to be laid; 
upon the conſtitution itſelf, or upon thoſe who acted under it. It ſeems, however, to — 
been generally acknowledged, that the meaſure of attempting to eſtabliſh Engliſh laws, courts, 
and forms of juſtice, amongſt the various nations, religions, languages, and races of men ſub- 
fiſting in India, and where fcarcely any length of time could even render them intelligible, 
will probably ever be conſidered as a fundamental political error. The antiquity of the Gentoo 
civilization, laws, religion, and cuſtoms, fortified by the invincible attachment which it pro- 
duced in the people, had, in all ages, procured the political attention, if not the veſpect, of 
the moſt barbarous of their various conquerors. However the people were oppreſſed or 12 
laged, their e in thoſe reſpects, were held ſacred and inviolate. 
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15781 The Zemindars, who are at preſent the great landholders of India, are likewiſe a for of 
© hereditary princes of the country. They generally rent from their ſubſiſting maſters, thoſe 
lands which their anceſtors poſſeſſed in ſovereignty. Some of theſe hold lands to the extent of 
dtn or twelve thouſand ſquare miles; and as the rents were generally eaſy, and the people {till 
regard them with the higheſt degree of attachment and reverence, they are enabled to retain 
ſome appearance of former royalty in their palaces, and till more in their authority, The 
Engliſh government in this country, is in a great meaſure maintained through this attachment 
of the people to their princes; and the defire of enabling the Zemindar to diſcharge his rent, 
is a principal ſpur to their induſtry. All the judicial buſineſs of the country had hitherto been 
tranſacted in their provincial courts, and matters of litigation decided according to the known 
laws and cuſtoms. FB. | 4 
The authority of the native courts was not only denied by the new judicature, but their 
members were puniſhed, even to ruin, as well as perſonal infliction, for the diſcharge of their 
functions, according to the eſtabliſhed laws and conſtitution of their country, which had, till 
now, been acknowledged by all conquerors. We are at all times to recolle&, that it had been 
the conſtant policy of the Eaſt India Company, in the government of thoſe countries, to ac 
under the apparent authority, and as the nominal ſervants and officers, of that ſhadow of the 
ancient ſupreme ſovereignty, the repreſentative of the Grand Mogul, who ſtill reſided at Delhi: 
ſo that the new ſyſtem of judicature operated not fimply as a violent and unprepared innova- 
tion, but as a total revolution in the mode of government eſtabliſhed by ourſelves. | 
 - The aftoniſhed and terrified natives of Bengal and the adjoining countries, now beheld the ex- 
traordinary ſpectacle of Engliſh bailiffs, accompanied by confiderable bodies of armed Europeans, 
traverſing the country, at the diſtance of ſome hundreds of miles from Calcutta, to. execute 
by force the decrees of the new judicature, founded upon laws and diſtin&ions which they 
were utterly incapable of comprehending, in the palaces and on the perſons of the Zemindars, 
whom they viewed at once with the reſpe& due to their natural princes, and to the medium 
of European authority. Force, in defence of all that was held ſacred, was oppoſed to force: 
a kind of ſieges were formed; reinforcements were ſent to oppoſe the aſſailants ; the timidity, 
not the inclination of the people, prevented their being cut to pieces ; places were carried by 
| ſtorm; and the brother of one of the Rajahs, with others of his friends and family, was killed 
in the defence of his palace, $f : bs | 
The apartments of the women, which are held ſacred throughout all the Eaſt, and fill 
more ſo among the Gentoos of rank, were violently broken into, and their perſons, which 
are ſuppoſed to receive ſome defilement even from the caſual view of a ſtranger, were ſubject 
to the rude handling and rough treatment of that ſort of ruffians who are generally employed 
upon ſuch occaſions. But this was not the worſt part of the buſineſs : their places of private 
and domeſtic worſhip were violated in the ſame manner, and thoſe ſymbols or external objects 
of their adoration, which had been ſanctified by the reverence of ages, were dragged from 
their places by profane hands, and thrown amongſt the heap of houſchold furniture which was 


collected to anſwer the ends of execution. Y 1 | 
The Governor-General and Council, who conſidered all matters of finance, and, conſe- 
quently, all tranſactions with the Zemindars, as cognizable only by themſelves, and {till regu- 
lated, 3n that reſort, by the known laws and cuſtomary courſe of juſtice 1n the country, could 
not but reſent this invaſion of their authority. They hag, indeed, much ſerious cauſe of ep- 
prebenſion, from the effects which this violence on the rights, paſſions, and prejudices of the 


people 


» 
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60 people might produce in er whom fo many ook #. natives, were — by.. an 
- handful of ſtrangers. 21339 re 11 
They accordingly: conployed the 8 Co of the. company to * AF the violence of the 
Civil power; and a gang, conſiſting of fourſcore bailiffs and their aſſociates, were in one in- 
ſtance diſarmed and ſent up priſoners to Calcutta. IW petitions were now preſented to Par- 
1iament : the one from the Governor General and Council, giving a long ſtatement of the . 
tranſactions, and requeſting an indemnification from thoſe legal penalties which, for the pre- 
ſcrvation of government and of the country, they had been under the neceſſity of i incurring, in 
| reſiſting the decrees of the ſupreme court, and the operation of an act of Parliament. 
The ſecond petition was ſubſcribed by 648 Britiſh ſubjects refiding 1 in the provinces of Ben- 
gal, Bahar and Oriſſa, containing a long detail of the grievances, oppreſſions, and violations 
of their rights as men and as Britons, which they had endured under the authority of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature; particularly of their being deprived of the benefit of trials by jury 
in all civil caſes; of the eſtabliſhment of e pot fadto and retroſpective laws; of ſome matters 
relative to appeals and the admiſſion of evidence, which appeared to be extremely oppreſſive 
and unjuſt; with a number of other aſſumptions of power, which, as ſtated, ſeemed to be of 
a very extraordipary nature. They likewiſe confirm the accounts given by the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, relative to the ſtate of confuſian, anarchy and danger, which, through 
theſe means, prevailed in the country. 

On the 12th of F ebruary, General Smith entered into an ample diſcuſſion of the petitions, 
| and of the ſtate of affairs in India, and concluded by moving, that the petitions might be re- 
| ferred to a ſelect committee, conſiſting of fifteen members, to be choſen by ballot, and that it 
thould meet in the chamber above theirs. The miniſter made no objection to the motion :— 
but, as he had brought in the bill that had paſſed a. few years before for the government of 
India, and which was the ſource of the ſubſiſting grievances, he thought proper to declare, 
that it could not have been in his contemplation, and certainly was not in his moſt diſtant ap- 
prehenſion, that the Court of Judicature eſtabliſhed by that bill, ſhould become the ſource of 
miſery, oppreſſion and injuſtice, and that it was, not propoſed to extend its powers in the 
manner then repreſented, The ſelect committee, of fifteen gentlemen, was accordingly bal- 
lotted in a few days. after. | T 

This committee, after fitting ſome time, delivered in their report, and a bilt for new 
modelling the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, &c. was brought in by General Smith, 
which, after ſome oppoſition and modification in its paſſage, was at length carried through 
both Houſes, and received the royal aſſent. By this act it was declared, that the Governor 
General and Council of Bengal were not ſubject to the juriſdiction of the ſupreme court, on 
account of any thing done by them in their public capacity; ; and they were indemnified in the 
reſiſtance which they had made to the orders of that court. It was alſo enacted, that no per- 
{on ſhould be ſubje& to the guriſdiftion of the ſupreme court on account of his being a land 
owner, or farmer.of land, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa; that no judicial of- 
ficers in the country courts ſhould be liable to actions in the ſupreme court for their deciſions : ; 
and the two Mufties and Behader Beg, who were then in priſon, in conſequence of the deci- 
ſion of that court in the Patna cauſe, were ordered to be diſcharged. ; 

Whether it was from the conſequence the Empreſs of Ruſſia had acquired fram 3 the 
lead in the armed neutrality; from any regard to Great Britain or Holland, or from the ap- 
Frehenſion of any un pleaſant conſequences which might poibbly happen to herſelf from a rup- 
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between them; and we find, that, on the firſt of March in this yeit, his Excellen 


ey Prifſce 


Gallitzin, envoy extraotdinary from Ruſfia, held a conference with the Prefidetit of the States 


General, and preſented the following memorial from the Empreſs of Rua. 


- fulfilling her commands on this head, the under-written has the honour to acquit himſelf of 


&« Higb and Mighty Lords, 


«4, 


No ſocher had her Imperial Majeſty beef itiformed of the Britiſh ambaffader- dle 


departure from the Hague, than, without waiting for any further explanation, guided only b 


the friendſhip and good will ſhe bears to the two coritending powers, atid awakened by the 


alarming tendency of a meaſure ſo detrimental to their mutual welfate and tranquillity, ſhe di- 
reQed to her miniſter in London to make the moſt earneſt repreſetitation to that court, to pre. 
vent, if poſſible, the matter being carried to any extremity, and to recommend the moſt con- 
ciliating meaſures; offering, at the ſame time, to promote them as far as was in het power. 
Although her Majeſty has not as yet heard of any anſwer from the ſaid court, ſhe has ſome 
reaſon to think that the overtures made by her liave been favourably received. In conſequence 
whereof, her Imperial Majeſty does not heſitate to give a freſh proof of her good intentions for 
bringing about a reconciliation between the two powers, whom ſhe equally ſupports, and who- 
have lived ſo long in that natural and perfect harmony which beſt ſuits their reſpective inte- 
reſts, by offering them, in form, her ſervices and mediation, for the purpoſe of putting an 
end to that diſcord and war, which has lately broken out between them. | 

« While Monſieur Simolin, her Imperial Majeſty's miniſter at the court of London, is 


the ſame taſk here, with their High Mightineſſes, and to aſſure them of the zeal and readineſs 
he wiſhes to have an opportunity to diſplay, in forwarding the defirable work of reſtoring the 
ſaid States to their wonted peace and tranquillity, That difintereſtedneſs, impartiality and be- 
nevolence, which have hitherto ſtamped every action of her Imperial Majeſty, are equally con- 
ſpicuous in the preſent inſtance, - | ; 

The wiſdom and prudence of your High Mightineſſes will eaſily diſtinguiſh thoſe ſacred 
charaQeriſtics, and dictate the anſwer which the under-written ſhall trariſmit to his Imperial 
Miſtreſs, as a proof of his having executed her commands. | 

. & (Signed, ) LE PRINCE DE GALLITZIN.” 

On the 7th of the ſame month, their noble and great Mightineſſes the States of Holland and 
Weſt Frieſland having examined the above memorial, accepted of the mediation offered by the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia. ls 3; 

At the ſame time, a ſimilar memorial was preſented to the court of Great Britain by Mon- 
ſieur Simolin, the Ruſſian miniſter reſident there, wherein her Imperial Majeſty propoſes her- 
ſelf in like manner, to become a mediatrix between Great Britain and Holland. To this me- 


morial, Lord Stormont, one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, returned the fol- 


lowing anſwer : | 

„The alliance which has ſubſiſted ſo many years between Great Britain and the States Ge- 
neral, has always been conſidered by his Majeſty as a tie, formed by the moſt natural cauſes, 
and not only agreeable to the intereſt of both nations, but abſolutely eſſential to their mutual 
welfare. | ; Ee 
The King has done every thing in his power to preſerve this tie unbroken, and even to 
ſtrengthen it; and if the conduct of their High Mightineſſes had at all anſwered to that of his 


Majeſty, they would ill have remained in their utmoſt force. But, ſince the 1 
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1 x of the preſent a the only return made by the republic to this conſtant friend(hip, bas 2 
1 been the total rel inquiſnment of the principles of an alliance, the prime object of which was 
the mutual defence of the two nations ; au obſtinate refuſal to fulfil the moſt ſacred obligations; 
a daily violation of the moſt ſolemn treaties; an aſſiſtance giyen to the very enemy, againſt 
whom he had a right to demand ſuccour; an aſylum granted to the American pirates in the 
Dutch ports, in open violation of the cleareſt ſtipulatious; and, to complete the whole, a de- 
nial of juſtice and ſatis faction for the affront given to the dignity of the King, by a ſecret 
league with his rebellious ſubjects. | 

« All theſe accumulated injuries rendered it impoſible for the King to take any other part 
than that which he has done. 

«© When the motives which rendered this rupture inevitable were explained to the 8 
the King aſcribed the conduct of the Republic to the true cauſe; that is to ſay, to the unhappy 
influence of a faction, which ſacrificed the intereſt of the nation to their own Private views, 
But the King, at the ſame time, manifeſted the moſt fincere deſire to bring back the republic 
to that ſyſtem of ſtri& union, efficacious alliance and reciprocal protection, which has ſo much 
contributed to the welfare and glory of the two States. 

When the Empreſs offered her good offices to effect a necanciliation by a particular peace, 
the King teſtified his gratitude to her for that freſh proof of a friendſhip which he values ſo 
highly, and avoided expoſing the mediation of her Majeſty to a fruitleſs negotiation. He ex- 
plained his reaſons, which perſuaded; him that, in the preſent diſpoſition of the Republic, go- 
verned by a faction, all reconciliation, during the war with France, would be merely ſuper- 
ficial, and would afford an opportunity to the party which ſways the Republic, to act as ſecret 
auxiliaries of all the King's enemies, under the maſk of a pretended alliance with Great Britain. 

gut if there are any indications of change in this diſpoſition, if the powerful intervention 
of her Imperial Majeſty ſhould be able to effect any aiteration, and induce the republic to return 
to thoſe principles which the moſt diſcerning part of the nation have never forſaken, his Ma- 
jeſty will be ready to treat with their High Mightineſles on the ſubject of a ſeparate peace; and 
it is his wiſh, that the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias may be the ſole mediatreſs of the peace, She 
has been the firſt to offer her good offices, and ſo powerful an intervention as hers, cannot 
gain any thing either in weight or influence by the acceſſion of the moſt reſpectable allies. 

« The friendſhip of the Empreſs to both nations, the intereſt which her empire has in their 
reciprocal welfare, her known impartiality and elevated views, are ſufficient pledges of the 
manner in which ſhe will conduct this ſalutary work; and in a negotiation, the whole object of 
which is to terminate a war, cauſed by a violation of the treaties, and by an affront offered to 
his crown, his Majeſty relies, with the utmoſt confidence and ſatisfaction, upon the mediation 
of a ſovereign, who holds ſacred the faith of treaties, who knows ſo well how to eſtimate the 
dignity of ſovereigns, and who has maintained her own, during her glorious reign, with fo 
much greatneſs and reſolution. 


« (Signed,) SrokMoxr.“ 

In the mean time, the loſs incurred by the Dutch was felt by them ! in a very ſevere degree. 
The profits derived from their late commerce at St. Euſtatius was immenſe: it was a trade of 
clear and certain gain, as it conſiſted almoſt entirely in conſignments. 

Such heavy loſſes as they had ſuſtained, in every particular, on the commencement of a war, 
in which they had involved themſelves without neceſſity, and againſt their beſt intereſts, ,excited 
the loudeſt clamours among thoſe poopie throughout the Seven United Provinces, who were 
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nor entirely devoted to the French. That party which had tecomimended-yiolent meaty... 
againſt Great Britain, began to Joſe its popularity in proportion to the diſtreſſes Which 8 
now daily accumulating on the trading individuals, of which the Dutch nation ig chietly _ 


poſed. Theſe diftreſſes occaſioned very great diſcontents and complaints in ſome of the pro- 
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+ vinces : that of Zealand in particular, which, from its commercial intereſts was more cloſely 

connected with Great Britain than the others, expreſſed a ſtrong averſion to the hoſtile diſpo. 
fition of Holland. Ir preſented, therefore, a memorial to the States General, ſignify ing its 
opinion, that a negociation ſhould be ſet on foot in order to put an end to the difterence he. 
tween Great Britain and the Republic, and earneſtly requeſted that ſuch meaſures might be 
adopted, as would ſpeedily reſtore that harmony which had ſo long ſubſiſted between them. 
This memorial was ſtrongly ſupported by the merchants and trading people of the city of 
Middleburg, the capital of Zealand. They repreſented in the moſt free and explicit terms, 
that the Englifh and Dutch could not engage in a war with each other, but to their mutual 
injury: they alleged the long and cloſe intimacy between the Britiſh nation and the people of 
Zealand : this province was full of Engliſh traders, the number of whom ſettled in Middle. 
burg alone amounted to near 2000 : a war with England, therefore, muſt prove highly de- 
ſtructive to them, and would deeply affect the intereſts of the whole Republic. 

Theſe remonſtrances, however well founded, made no impreſſion on the States. The 
French faction was now become ſo powerful, that all reaſon and argument were over-zuled, 
and the reſolution taken to proſecute hoſtilities againſt Great Britain with the utmoſt yigour, 

She applied to the courts of Peterſburg, Stockholm and Copenhagen, claiming their aſſiſt- 
ance in conſequence of the compact of neutrality entered into with thoſe powers; and alleg- 
ing, that the declaration of war on the part of Great Britain, was folely cauſed by their acceſ- 
fion to the treaty of neutrality, The following is the memorial delivered on this occaſion by 
the States General to the court of Stockholm, | 

„The under-written envoy extraordinary from their High Mightinefles the States General 
of the United Provinces, to his Majeſty the King of Sweden, in purſuance of an expreſs order 
from his maſters, has the honour to propoſe to his Swediſh Majeſty, 

« That their High Mightineſſes having acceded, by their refolution of the 20th. of Novem- 
ber, 1780, to the treaty of armed neutrality, in conformity to the invitation of the northern 
powers; and placing the moſt perfe& confidence in the power, magnanimity and fidelity of 
their imperial and royal Majeſties, for the fulfilling of their engagements, and the maintain- 
ing of their dignity, by accompliſhing a work ſo gloriouſly undertaken, namely, the liberty of 
the ſeas, the freedom of navigation for all neutral nations, were not deterred by the conſidera- 
tion of the conſequences, which that acceſſion and declaration might be productive of to the 
Republic, from the part of the belligerent powers. But their High Mightineſſes have declared 
in favour of this accefſion and declaration, in relying implicitly on the ſentiments of their 
imperial and royal Majeſties, whom they alſo acquainted in due time, of the, meaſures. taken 
in conſequence thereof. ENT, > OTA 

«© That the event has alſo juſtified their requiſition, in regard to the Britiſh court; ſince the 
miniſter of the latter, after his fruitleſs endeavours to thwart the acceſſion to the alliance, took 
the reſolution, on the firſt notice he had of it, to ſpeak in a ſtrain truly unprecedented, and 
ill ſuited to the mutual regard which the reſpective ſovereigns owe to each other; without ſo 
much as granting to the Republic a ſufficient time to confider on the matter, according to the 


political ſyſtem of the Republic, which his Britannic Majeſty is fully acquainted 1 
| ts 
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% Engliſh miniſter inſiſted, nevertheleſs, upon an immediate and ſpeedy ſatisfaction, and the 
puniſhment of a pretended offence, occaſioned by the diſcovery of a negotiation with North 
America, without receiving, as an ample ſatisfaction, the provifional anſwer, nor the formal 
diſavowal of their High Mightineſſes of a negociation, * which (as acknowledged even by his 
Britannic Majeſty) they had not the leaſt ſhare, or knowledge: of a negociation, relating to a 
pretended treaty, which, in itſelf, ſufficiently denotes, from its terms, only the ſketch of an 
eventual treaty entered into by private perſons, without being formally authoriſed thereto by . 
the body of the magiſtrates of Amſterdam, or by the ſtates of the province of Holland, and 
much leſs by the States General, whoſe members are alone authoriſed to enter into engage- 
ments in the name of the Republic, 

« The Britiſh miniſter went even ſo far as to refuſe noticing the reſolution, by which the 
province of Holland (the only one concerned) was required to deliberate, how far the laws of 
the country might give authority to proſecute the perſons accuſed, and puniſh them; a forma- 
ty, without which no punithment can be inflicted, neither in England nor in this Republic, 
or any other country, Nay, the ſaid miniſter went ſo far as to threaten, that in caſe of a re- 
ſuſal, his ſovereign would adopt ſuch means, as to procure himſelf that ſatisfaQtion. It was, 
at the ſame time, ' reſolved to attack the Republic by ſurprize, and ſo far haſten the meaſures 
taken to begin hoſtilities, that Lord Stormont, making uſe of vain pretences, would not ſo 
much as accept from Count Welderen, the aforeſaid declaration; and anſwered, under his 
hand, That he (Stormont)-could no longer look upon him as the miniſter of a friendly 
© power, after having officially acquainted him of his King's manifeſto:“ whilſt this very ma- 
nifeſto (and this ſhould be noted) was delivered into the hands of Count Welderen, only an 
hour before the time appointed by Lord Stormont, the preceding day, for giving him audi- 
ence. That, moreover, although no mention is made in the manifeſto alluded to, of the Re- 
public acceding to the treaty of the armed neutrality, (which it was of the utmoſt importance 
to paſs over in filence) it nevertheleſs appears clearly, to the penetrating eye of your Majeſty, 
as well as to all Europe, if the whole proceedings are attended to, and the time and manner in 
which the manifeſto was publiſhed, that the hatred, occafioned by the Republic acceding to 
the confederation of armed neutrality, is the true motive of his Britiſh Majeſty's reſentment, 
and the only one that could excite him to an open attack againſt the Republic, by ſeizing, at 
once, upon a great number.of Dutch merchantmen, and ſome ſhips of war. Beſides, that the 
aforeſaid manifeſto, known to your Majeſty, ſufficiently diſplays the cauſe of England's diſ- 
pleaſure ; the more ſo, as amongſt the pretences made uſe of to varniſh over the hoftilities 
againſt the Republic, it is ſaid, that ir had taken a neutral part: without the cabinet of St, 
James's deigning to obſerve, that ſuch anſwer was inſulting to the neutral powers, who are 
perfectly acquainted with the treaties now in force between England and the Republic; and 
that the latter could not be charged with an intention of-entering into an alliance with a power 
not lawfully neuter in the preſent conteſt, and without obſerving, that this liberty of negociat- 
ing had been put beyond all doubt, by England itſelf; fince, by ſuſpending in April, 1780, 
the effects of the treaty paſſed in 1674, the Engliſh have manifeſted their intent of looking 
henceforth upon the Republic as a neutral power, no ways privileged by any treaty, 

That for the reaſons hereabove mentioned, the animoſity of Great Britain appears ſtill 
more conſpicuous, from the ill- grounded reproach contained in the ſaid manifeſto againſt this 
Republic, that their High Mightineſſes had encouraged the exportation of naval ſtores for 
France, by ſuſpending the aul * on thoſe commodities, whilſt it is known to all the 
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world, that ſuch a ſuſpenſion has never taken place, and that the Republic had 4 right to 
port thoſe commodities, not only agreeably to the treaty in 1674, but alſo in conformit * 
the principles laid down by the neutral powers in the convention of armed neutrality, Thas 
conſequently it would be needlefs to enter any farther into the merits of the faid manifeſto ; "1 
his Swediſh Majeſty has it in his power to appreciate himſelf its value, and muſt, rover 
be fully perſuaded that the line of conduct purſued by their High Mightineſſes fince the bs. 
ginning of the troubles with America, is an evident proof, that they have never favoured or 
countenanced the revolted colonies ; witneſs the many partial condeſcenſions in favour of Eng- 
land, which were merely gratuitous on the part of their High Mightineſſes, by circumſeribing 
the trade within their own colonies; by refuſing to grant the protection of their convoys to 
veſſels laden with ſhip timber; and by recalling the governor of St. Euſtatia on ſome ill 
grounded complaints of the Britiſh miniſtry: condeſcenſions which have been rewarded by the 
attack and ſeizure of the convoy of Count Byland ; by a violation of the territories of this Re. 
public, and by the taking by force ſome American veſlels from under the very batteries of the 
iſland of St. Martin. | 

That their High Mightineſſes having thus faithfully adhered to the ſyſtem of moderation, 


It is evident that the reſentment of his Britannic Majeſty ariſes merely from their acceflion to 


the treaty of armed neutrality ; and that conſequently, their High Mightineſſes are fully au- 


thoriſed to claim the performance of the conditions ſtipulated in the articles VII. VIII. and 


IX. of the treaty of armed neutrality, which form the baſis of that union and alliance con- 
trated between their imperial and royal Majeſties and the Republic. That therefore no ob- 
ſtacle can hinder or delay the fulfilling of the engagements contracted by virtue of the ſaid con- 
federation, of which the Republic ought to be conſidered as a member from the very moment 
in which their High Mightineſſes acceded to the ſame reſolution at the Hague; and diſpatched 
their declaration, in conformity to the ſaid acceſſion and convention, to the belligerent powers. 

That if their High Mightineſſes had to complain only of a fingle act of offence, or an at- 
tack committed againſt them, which was likely to be redreſſed by the friendly interpoſition of 
their allies, they would have claimed their intervention rather than have recourſe to arms; 
but as their High Mightineſſes find themſelves actually and ſuddenly attacked in an hoſtile 


manner by his Britannic Majeſty, in conſequence of, and from mere reſentment of the above- 


mentioned alliance, they find themſelves under the neceſſity of repelling foree by force, and to 
return hoſtilities for hoſtilities ; being fully perſuaded that the allied powers will not heſitate to 
make this their common cauſe, and to procure to the Republic due ſatisfaftion and indemnity 
for the loſſes occafioned by an attack equally unjuſt and violent; and that the ſaid powers will 


' moreover, in conjunction with the States General, take ſuch farther meaſures, as the exigen- 


cies of the preſent circumſtances may require. This their High Mightineſſes ſolicit with great 
earneſtneſs, and rely upon it with ſo much more confidence, as they are firmly perſuaded, 
that the generous and equitable ſentiments, which actuate their imperial and royal Majeſties, 
will not ſuffer them to let the Republic fall a victim to a ſyſtem of politics, not. leſs glorious 
than founded in equity, and eſtabliſhed for the ſecurity of the rights of neutral nations; and 
eſpecially as the Republic, if left ſingly expoſed to the iniquitous and violent attacks of Eng- 
land, would hardly be able to cope with that overbearing power, and thus run the hazard of 
becoming totally uſeleſs to the ſaid confederation, | 94 

“For theſe reaſons, the under-written envoy extraordinary, inſiſting on the motives urged 


here above, and fully perſuaded that the ratifications of the treaty ſigned at Peterſburg, _— 
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* take place as ſoon as poſſible, has the honour, in the name and by expreſs order of his maſters, 


to claim the performance of the engagements ſtipulated in the articles VII. VIII. and IX. of 
the ſaid treaty, and to require, in virtue thereof, a ſpeedy and adequate aſſiſtance from his 
Swediſh Majeſty, whoſe noble and equitable ſentiments, acknowledged by all Europe, will 
not permit him to abandon the complete eſtabliſhment of a ſyſtem worthy the higheſt praiſe. 

« The friendſhip and affection of your Majeſty towards their High Mightineſſes, leave them 
no doubt of your Majeſty's willingly granting the affiſtance which they now claim, and alſo 
promiſe to the under-written envoy a ſpeedy and fatisfaftory anſwer, which he ſolicits the 
more anxiouſly, as every moment's delay may be attended with heavy and irreparable loſſes to 
the Republic. | | 

& (Signed,) D. W. Van LyxDEN. 

But theſe ſolicitations of the States General to the northern courts, though very urgent and 
preſſing, did not produce the effect that was intended. They demanded an immediate rein- 
forcement of ſhips of war; but the jealouſy entertained of the Britiſh power, was not greater 
than the dread of expoſing themſelves to its reſentment, 1n the different members of the armed 
neutrality, They contented themſelves with remaining on the defenſive ; and were not in the 
leaſt inclined to give any further provocation to Great Britain. They might allo be of opi- 
nion, that the combination already formed againſt it, was fully ſufficient for the purpoſes they 
had in view; and that by adding to it, the balance of naval power, for which it had been 
framed, might, contrary to their intentions, incline too much on the other fide, 

The fituation of the Seven United Provinces at this juncture, was very different from what 
it had been upon former emergencies of this nature. The Dutch are known to be a brave 
people; but, from a long diſuſe of arms, they were now in a ſtate but ill prepared for war. 
Relying too much on the difficulties wherein Great Britain was involved, they imagined that 
an open and avowed declaration of hoſtilities again them, was a meaſure they had not the leaſt 
reaſon to apprehend, | 

The naval force of the Seven United Provinces, bore, at this time, no proportion to its 
ſplendor in former times, when it was able to meet the united ſtrength of England and France 


on the ocean, and was equally the terror and the admiration of their enemies. Fourſcore 


years were now elapſed, ſince they had been under the neceſſity of proſecuting any naval war, 
During this long interval, their ſhipping had been totally engroſſed by the occupations of peace 
and commerce, and Britain was the laſt power againſt which it had been expected, they ſhould 
firſt renew their exertions of war. | 

On a review of their marine, it was found very inadequate to the ideas entertained by the reſt 
of Europe. The Dutch were fully ſenſible of the great danger to-which their trade was evi- 
dently expoſed, from the vaſt ſtrength, enterprizing diſpoſition, and near vicinity of the enemy 


with whom they had to contend; nevertheleſs, ſo remote had their thoughts been from a war 


with England, that the preſervation of their commerce, which 1s the fole foundation of their 
power and proſperity, had now no other domeſtic protection than eleven ſhips of the line, from 
00 to 70 guns, and fifty ſhips and veſſels of war of inferior force. This was but a ſhadow of 
their ancient power at ſea; but depending on the ſupport of the enemies of Great Britain, they 
entertained no common hope of reſiſting with effe& ſuch detached parts of her maritime forces, 


as ſhe could ſpare from the neceſſary defence of her numerous poſſeſſions in ſo many parts of 
dhe globe. 
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following laboured manifeſto, in which they endeavoured to juſtify 
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In order, however, to remove, as much -poſlible, the imputation of folly and incon 


neſs to which they were, at this time, very generally ſubject, the States General e 


ſhed the 


Ar i their conduct towargs 
Great Britain. But the combined force of all the arguments and reaſonings which it contain 


ed, were by no means ſufficient to make any proſelytes to their politics: for the Dutch to ac 
cede to the confederacy formed againſt Great Britain, in conjunction with the Houſe of 
Bourbon, was to give additional ſtrength to the compact framed between the members of that 
too powerful family, whoſe enmity they had much more reaſon to dread than that of the Bri- 
tiſh nation, and of whoſe ambition they had more than once experienced the moſt alarming 
conſequences. | 2 

If ever the annals of the world have furniſhed an inſtance of a free and independent ſtate 
being attacked by an enemy, in the moſt unjuſtifiable manner, and without the leaſt appear- 
ance of right or equity, by a neighbouring power allied for a-long' time, and bound by ties 
founded on the baſis of common intereſt, it is without doubt, the Republic of the Vnited 
States of the Netherlands, which finds itſelf in that cafe with his Majeſty the King of Great 
Britain, and his miniſters. From the beginning of the diſputes, which had ariſen between 
that kingdom and its American colonies, their High Mightineſſes, no wiſe obliged to inter. 
fere, had taken the firm and determined reſolution to adopt and ſtrictly to adhere to the moſt 
exact neutrality : and when the ſaid diſputes had kindled the flames of a war which hath em- 
broiled more powers than one, and ſpread in ſeveral parts of the world, their High Mighti- 
neſſes have conſtantly obſerved and maintained the ſame line of conduct; whilſt, in the mean 
time, they have taken care to give on many occaſions, and in ſome inſtances of a very eſſential 
nature, the moſt convincing proofs of their fincere inclination to conform to the wiſhes of his 
Majeſty : fo. far as they could do it without going againſt the rules of impartiality, or bringing 
in queſtion their rights of ſovereignty. fb gs 

„It was with this view, and for this purpoſe, that their High Mightineſſes from the begin- 
ning, and at the requiſition of his Britannic Majeſty, cauſed moſt expreſs inhibitions to be 
publiſhed againſt the exportation of all warlike ſtores to the colonies of his Britannic Majeſty 
in America; and againſt all fraudulent trade with the ſaid colonies : and in order that the ſaid 
prohibitions ſhould be more effectually carried into execution, their High Mightineſſes made 
no difficulty to take fuch farther ſteps as greatly circumſcribed. their own navigation, and the 
trade of their ſubjects with the Dutch colonies in the Welt Indies. | | 

It was to further the above purpoſes, that their High Mightineſſes ſent the moſt exact 
orders to all commanders, and governors of their colonies and ſettlements, as well as to the 
commanders of their ſhips of war, carefully to abſtain from doing, in regard to the American, 
flag, any thing from which could be juſtly inferred or deduced an acknowledgment of the in- 
dependency of the ſaid colonies : and it is alfo, eſpecially to the above intent, that their High 
Mightineſſes having received a memorial preſented to them by the Engliſh ambaſſador, full of 
the heavieſt complaints againſt the governor of St. Euſtatia, condeſcended to deliberate on tic 


ſaid memorial; though couched in terms little conſonant with the regard which ſovereign 


powers owe to each other: the conſequence of the ſaid deliberation was the immediate recall of 
the ſaid governor, whom their High Mightinefles called to an account for his conduR, and 
who was not permitted to return to his refidence till he had cleared himſelf of all the charges 
brought againſt him, before a court of juſtice; a copy of whoſe proceedings was ſoon after 


tranſmitted to the miniſter of his Britannic Majeſty. S.- 
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e By fuch meaſures as theſe, their High Mightineſſes, who always earneſtly wiſhed to avoid 
giving the ſmalleſt cauſe of diſcontent to his Britannic Majeſty, have conſtantly endeavoured 
to promote and cultivate perfect harmony; but his Britannic Majeſty 8 conduct towards the 
republic has been diametrically oppoſite. 

The differences between the courts of London and: Verſailles had ſcarcely broke out, 
when they beheld the ports of England filled with Dutch veſſels, which were unjuſtly ſeized 
and detained : theſe veſſels navigated upon the faith of the treaties, and were not laden with 
any other merchandize than what the expreſs tenor of the treaties had declared free and legal. 


T1 hey beheld thoſe free cargoes forced to ſubmit to an arbitrary and deſpotic authority. The 


cabinet at St. James's knowing no other rule than an aſſumed right of temporary convenience, 
thought proper to appropriate thoſe cargoes to the uſe of the crown, by a forcible purchaſe, 

and to employ them in the ſervice of the King's navy. The moſt earneſt and ſerious repre- 
ſentations on the part of their High Mightineſſes againſt theſe proceedings were ineffectual, 
and it was in vain that they urged, in the ſtrongeſt manner poſſible, the treaty ſubſiſting be- 
tween England and the republic. By this treaty, the rights and liberties of the neutral flag are 
deciſively and clearly ſtated. The ſubjects of Great Britain had fully enjoyed the advantages: 
of this treaty, in the firſt, and only caſe, wherein it pleaſed the court of London to remain. 
neuter, whilſt the republic was engaged in a war. Certainly then, in a reciprocal caſe, that 

court could not, without the greateſt injuſtice, refuſe the enjoyment of the ſame advantages: 
to the republic ; and as little right as his Britannic Majeſty had to withhold the advantageous 
effects of this treaty from their High Mightineſſes, he had as little foundation for attempting 
to make them quit the neutrality they had embraced, and to force them to plunge into a war, 
the cauſe of which related immediately to the rights and poſſeſſions of his Britannic Majeſty 

lying beyond the limits of defenſive treaties. And, notwithſtanding, this treaty, his Majeſty, 

from the commencement of the difference with the crown of France, has made no ſcruple of 
infringing and violating it. The treſpaſſes and infractions made on this treaty, on the part of 
Great Britain, and the arbitrary deciſions of the courts of juſtice in that kingdom, directly 
contrary to the expreſs ſanction of the ſame treaty, multiplied daily. The merchant veſſels 


became the innocent victims of the exactions and accumulated violences. of the Engliſh men 


of war and privateers. They did not, however, reſt there : the very flag of the States was not 
ſpared, but openly and outrageouſly inſulted by an hoſtile attack upon the convoy under the 
care of Rear-admiral Count de Byland. The ſtrongeſt repreſentation from the States to his 
Britannic Majeſty were diſregarded, the ſhips taken from the convoy were declared good 
prizes, and this inſult on the flag of the republic, was very ſoon followed by an open violation. 
of their neutral territory, as well in Europe as America. They will content Rene 
ever, with reciting two examples. 

„At the iſland of St. Martin, his Britannic Majeſty attacked, and MORE away by force, 
ſeveral veſſels that lay at anchor under the cannon of the fort, where, according to the invio- 
lable rights of mankind, the veſſels ought to have found a ſecure. aſylum. The inſults com 
mitted by an armed Engliſh veſſel on the coaſt of the republic, near Geedereede, furniſh a. 
ſecond example of theſe violations. Theſe inſults were carried fo. far, that. many inhabitants: 
of the iſland, who dwelt on the ſhore, where they ought to have ſuppoſed- themſelves ſecure: 
from any diſturbance, were expoſed, by the violence of the fire from the ſhips, to ſuch im- 
minent danger, that they were forced to. retire to the interior part of the iſland. Yet, for: 


theſe. 
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theſe unheard of proceedings, the republic, notwithſtanding the 
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repreſentations, has not obtained the ſmalleſt ſatis faction. | | co 


« Affairs being thus ſituated, ſo that their High Mightineſſes had no other alternatiye left 


them, but to ſee the navigation and commerce of their ſubjects, on which the ruin or proſ 
rity of their republic alone depends, totally annihilated, or elſe to adopt meaſures hoſtile 4 


their old friend and ally; at this period the Empreſs of Ruſſia, urged by a generous magnani 


mity of diſpoſition, thought proper to mterfere, and with as much affeQion as humanity, invited 
the republic to take the juſteſt meaſures, and ſuch too as were entirely confiſtent with the treat 
ſubſiſting between the States and other powers, for the defending and maintaining, in N 
junction with her Imperial Majeſty and the other northern powers, thoſe privileges and im. 
munities which the rights of nations and the moſt ſolemn treaties allowed to neutral flags. 

6 This invitation could not but, be infinitely agreeable, to their High Mightineſſes, ſince 
they confidered it as a means of ſecuring the undiſturbed commerce of their ſubjects upon the 
moſt ſolid baſis, and as holding out a method of protecting their independence againſt every 
infraction, at the ſame time that it propoſed nothing at all derogatory to the alliance contracted 
between them and his Britannic Majeſty, or the other belligerent powers. But this Was a 
meaſure of which the court of London endeavoured to deprive the republic, by proceeding 
with precipitation to the moſt deſperate extremities, by recalling their ambaſſador, by the pub. 
lication of a manifeſto, containing a liſt of fictitious grievances, and by granting letters of 
marque and pretended repriſal againſt the States, their ſubjects, and their property; by which 
violence, indeed, this court did nothing more than clearly carry into proof and practice the 
deſigns which they have for a long time foſtered, of diſregarding the true and eſſential intereſts 
which connect the two nations, and of deſtroying the bonds of their ancient amity, by an at- 
tack ſo replete with injuſtice, 


„It will not be at all neceſſary to enter into an elaborate refutation of the reaſons, and pre- 


tended griefs which were alleged in the manifeſto, to convince every impartial man of their 
entire want of ſolidity. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, in few words, with reſpeC to the 
offer which was made by his Britannic Majefty for opening an amicable conference, that the 
ſole object of theſe conferences could only be this, — to take into confideration the naval treaty 
ſpoken of above; that the conſtruction of this treaty, conceived as it is in terms the moſt clear 
and expreſs, could not be a ſubject of any doubt or equivocation; that it gives the neutral 
powers a free right of conveying to the belligerent powers all kinds of naval ſtores; that the 
republic, neither propoſing any thing elſe to themſelves, nor deſiring any thing more of his 
Britannic Majeſty, than the quiet, undiſturbed enjoyment of rights ſtipulated in this treaty, a 
point ſo manifeſt, and incontrovertibly equitable, could not perceive any reaſon or motive for 


_ a negociation, or any ether new convention, which muſt have been derogatory to the treaty 


in queſtion, particulary as their High Mightineſſes could not prevail upon themſelves, nor 
experience the leaſt diſpoſition to renounce, voluntarily, rights juſtly acquired, nor to deſiſt 
from their rights by a regard fort he court of England ; a renunciation, which, though advan- 
tageous to one of the belligerent powers, would be totally incompatible with the principles of 
neutrality, and by which their High Mightinefſes would, from another quarter, have ſub- 


jected the fate to dangers, which they think it is their duty moſt ſolemnly to avert: a renun- | 


ciation alſo, which would have carried with it a moſt irreparable injury to their commerce and 
navigation, which is the principal ſupport of the republic, and the ſource of all their proſpe- 


rity ; for the different branches of their commerce are ſeverally ſo intimately connected = 
eac 
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each other, ſo as to form one whole, that it is impoſſible to ſeparate one part of ſo principal 
a nature as was expected by the court of London, without the entire ruin and deſtrution of 


- the general body: not to mention, that at this time, when their High Mightineſſes made a 


reaſonable difficulty of acceding to the propoſed conference, they yet qualified and tempered 
this effect ual exerciſe of their rights by a proviſional reſolution. 

As for the ſuccours required, their High Mightineſſes cannot diſſemble, that they never 
could conceive how his Britannic Majeſty thought himſelf juſtified to infiſt, under the moſt 
diſtant appearance of right or equity, for the aſſiſtance ſtipulated by the treaties, at the time- 
when he had already foregone the obligation which they impoſed on him. towards the republic. 
Their High Mightinefles were not leſs ſurpriſed to ſee, that whilſt the diſturbances in Ame - 
rica, and their direct conſequences, could not affect the republic by virtue of any treaty, and 


that the aſſiſtance had not been required before the declaration of the court of Spain had in- 


creaſed the number of the belligerent powers; his Britannic Majeſty had nevertheleſs: taken 
occaſion, from this event, to infiſt on his demand with ſo much earneſtneſs, as if his Majeſty 
had a right to pretend and maintain, that a war being once kindled between him and ſome- 
other power, was alone ſufficient to compel the States to grant directly, and without any pre- 
vious examination, the ſaid ſtipulated aſſiſtance. 

« The republic, it is true, had bound itſelf by treaties to aid and aſſiſt the kingdom of 
Great Britain, whenever that power ſhould be attacked or threatened with an unjuſt war : the 
republic was moreover to declare war, in ſuch a caſe, againſt the aggreſſor; but their High 
Mightineſſes never intended to give up that right which is the nature of a defenſive alliance, 
and which cannot be diſputed to the allied powers, to examine firſt, and before they grant the 
required aſſiſtance, or take part in the war, the principles of the diſſentions which have pre- 
yailed ; the nature of the differences from which they ſprang; as alſo to inveſtigate and ma- 
turely weigh the reaſons and motives which may enforce the caſus fæderis, and which are to- 
form the baſis of the equity and lawfulneſs of the war, on the part of that confederate ſtate 
claiming the aforeſaid aſſiſtance. There is not a treaty extant, by which their High Mighti- 
neſſes have foregone the independence of the States, or ſacrificed their intereſts to thoſe. of 
Great Britain, ſo far as to deprive themſelves of the right of ſo neceſſary and indiſpenſable an 
examination, by taking ſuch ſteps as might inſinuate, that they ſhould be looked upon as com- 
pelled to ſubmit to the pleaſure of Great Britain, by granting the required aſſiſtance; even 
when the above court, being at variance with another power, thinks proper to prefer a war 
to an amicable accommodation on well ſupported complaints. 

© It is not therefore through ſpirit of party, or the ſcheme of a predominant cabal, but after 
a mature deliberation, and by a deſire of ſupporting the deareſt intereſts of the republic, that 
all the provincial ſtates reſpectively have, with one voice, teſtified they were of opinion, that 
the aſſiſtance required ſhould be politely refuſed ; and their High Mightineſſes would not have 
failed to communicate to his Britannic Majeſty, in conſequence of thoſe reſolutions, an an- 
{wer to the repeated requeſts for aſſiſtance, had they not been prevented from ſo doing, by the 
violent and unprecedented inſult offered to the Dutch flag, under the command of Rear- 
admiral Byland ; by their being refuſed redreſs on ſo ſerious a matter, and by his Majeſty's 
declaration, no leſs ſtrange than unjuſt, in regard to the ſuſpenſion of the treaties which ſub- 
hiſted between him and the republic. Theſe were ſo many events, which, as they required 
deliberations of a different kind; put an end to thoſe which were held in conſequence of the 
atorcſaid requiſitions, It is in vain, and in oppoſition to all truth}. that endeavours have been 
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uſed to multiply the number of grievances, by alleging the ſuppreſſion of duties on Exports _ 
9 


meaſure calculated to facilitate the carrying of naval ſtores over to France: for, beſides that the 
ſaid ſuppreſſion is an object which reſpects the interior regulation of commerce, to which all 


ſovereigns have an incontrovertible right, Ind for which they are accountable'to no one, the 


matter has been put in deliberation, but never finally reſolved upon; ſo that theſe duties are 
Nil on the former footing: and what is ſet forth, reſpecting this matter, in the manifeſto, ig 
totally groundleſs; though it cannot be denied, that the conduct of his Britannic Majeſty to- 
wards the republic, furniſhed their High Mightineſſes with but too many motives to juſtify 
ſuch a meaſure on their part. | TIO | 

« The diſpleaſure of his Britannic Majeſty, in regard to what has been done for Paul Jones, 
is equally groundleſs. Their High Mightineſſes had, for many years before, given general 
and poſitive orders for the admiſſion into their ports of all privateers and armed ſhips, with 
their prizes; orders which have been obſerved and executed without the leaſt exceptions : in 
this caſe, their High Mightineſſes could not deſiu from ſuch orders, in regard to an armed 
thip, which, provided with a commiſſion from the American Congreſs, was in the Texel, to- 
gether with the frigates of a ſovereign power, without aſſuming the part of judges, and giving 
a deciſion in a matter which their High Mightineſſes were not obliged to take any cognizance 
of, and in which it ſeemed to them contrary to the intereſt of the republic to interfere. Their 
High Mightineſſes, therefore, thought it beſt not to ſwerve from the rules eſtabliſhed for ſo 
long a time; but reſolved to lay the ſtrongeſt injunctions, leſt the ſaid privateers and armed 
ſhips ſhould take in any warlike ſtores ; and deſired them to quit the road as ſoon as poſſible, 


without being permitted to ſojourn, but juſt as long as would prove abſolutely neceſſary to 


repair the damages ſuffered at ſea ; declaring formally, at the ſame time, that in caſe of a longer 
delay, their departure ſhould be poſitively inſiſted upon. To this purpoſe, the commanding 
officer in the ſaid road took care to make every requiſite diſpoſition, the effects of which th 
pri vateer of Paul Jones had hardly time to prevent. 2 
In regard to what happened in other parts of the world, the informations tranſmitted to 
their High Mightineſſes, from time to time, from the Eaſt Indies, are in direct oppoſition to 
thoſe which ſeem to have been laid before his Britannic Majeſty, The frequent complaints 
of the Eaſt India direction, addreſſed to them, and which the love of peace had obliged them 
to ſmother, as it were, in their breaſts, are ſo many incontrovertible proofs of the aſſertion. 
The meaſures taken in regard to the Weſt Indies, before mentioned, will ſerve at all times 
for an unqueſtionable proof of the ſincerity, of the zeal, and of the attention with which their 
High Mightineſſes have aſſiduouſly endeavoured to obſerve, in theſe countries, the moſt exact 


and ſtrict neutrality ; nor could their High Mightineſſes find out the leaſt legal proof of any 


infraction of their orders in this reſpect. OC a 1 
As for what concerns the project of an eventual treaty of commerce with North America, 
framed by a member of the government of the province of Holland, without the ſanction of 
any public authority, and the memorials preſented on this matter by the Chevalier Yorke, 
the matter happened as follows :— | 
As ſoon as this ambaſſador had preſented a memorial, dated. November 10, 1180, their 
High Mightineſſes, without noticing the expreſſions, rather unbecoming between ſovereigns, 
with which this memorial abounded, did not delay entering into the moſt ſerious deliberation 
on that matter; and by their reſolution of the 25th of the ſame month, they did not heſitate 


to diſclaim and diſapprove publicly, whatever had been done in this affair. 11 
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« After this, they had every reaſon to expect that his Britannic Majeſty would have acceded 
to this declaration; ſince. he could not be ignorant that their High Mightigeſſes have no juriſ- 
dition over the reſpective provinces, and that it was to the ſtates of Holland to whom, as 
being inveſted, as the ſtates of the other provinces, with a ſovereign and excluſive authority 
over their ſubjects, was to be ſubmitted an affair, which their High Mightineſſes had no rea- 
ſon to doubt, but the other ſtates of the ſaid provinces would regulate according to the exi- 
gency of the caſe, and conformably to the laws of the ſtate, and the principles of equity. The 
eagerneſs with which the Chevalier Yorke, by his ſecond. memorial, inſiſted on the puniſh- 
ment, could not, of courſe, but appear very ſtrange to their High Mightineſſes, that if he did 
not receive, the very ſame day, an anſwer to his memorial in every reſpe& ſatis factory, he 
ould find himſelf obliged to acquaint his court thereof by an extraordinary courier. Their 
High Mightineſſes, informed of this declaration, ſoon perceived its importance, as a mani- 
feſtation of the meaſures already determined on in the King's council; and although, accord- 
ing to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, ſuch verbal declarations from foreign miniſters admit of no de- 
liberation, they, nevertheleſs, thought proper to ſet it aſide on this occaſion, and to defire their 
recorder to wait on the Chevalier, and inform him, that his memorial had been taken ad 
referendum, by the deputies of the reſpective provinces, according to the received cuſtom and 
conſtitution of government; adding, at the ſame time, what ſeemed deſignedly omitted in the 
manifeſto, that they would-endeavour to frame an anſwer to his memorial as ſoon as poſſible, 
and the conſtitution. of government would permit. In conſequence thereof, a few days after, 
the deputies of the province of Holland gave notice to the aſſembly of their High Mightineſſes, 
that the ſtates of their province had, una voce, reſolved to require the advice of their court of 
juſtice in regard to the requiſition of puniſhment ; requeſting the ſaid court to give their opi- 
nion as ſoon as poſſible, foregoing all other affairs. Their High Mightineſſes did not fail to 
acquaint the Chevalier Yorke with the above reſolve ; but what was their ſurprize and aſtoniſh- 
ment, when they underſtood that the faid ambaſſador, after having read his inſtructions, had 
ſent a note to the recorder, wherein he called the above ſaid reſolve illuſive, and flatly refuſed 
to tranſmit it to his court! This obliged their High Mightineſſes to ſend it to Count Wel- 
deren, their miniſter at London, with orders to lay it immediately before the miniſter of his 
Britannic Majeſty ; but the refuſal of the latter created an obſtacle to the execution of thoſe 

15 | g : 

All the circumſtances of this affair being thus expoſed, the impartial public will be able 
to appreciate the principal motive; or rather pretence, to which his Britannic Majeſty has had 
recourſe, in order to giye a ſcope to his deſigns againſt the republic. To this we may reduce 
the whole matter: His Britannic Majeſty was informed of a negociation which would have 
taken place between a member of the government of one of the provinces, and a repreſentative 
of the American Congreſs ; which negociation intended to lay the plan of a treaty of com- 
merce to be concluded between the republic and the ſaid colonies, caſu quo, that is to ſay, that 
in caſe the independeney of thoſe colonies ſhould be acknowledged by the crown of England : 
this negociation, although conditional, and holding by a clauſe which depended on the anterior 


act of his Majeſty this negociation, which, without the ſaid act, or anterior declaration, 


could not have the leaſt effect, was ſo miſconſtrued by his Majeſty, and excited his diſpleaſure 
to ſuch a degree, that he thought proper to require from the States a public diſavowal and diſ- 
approbation, as well as a complete puniſnment and ſatisfaction. It was in conſequence, and 
v1thout the leaſt delay, that their High Mightineſſes acceded to the firſt part of his requiſition ; 
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the ſeveral United States of America to maintain their independence, at all hazards; pointing 


province of Holland were the only ones to which it pertained lawfully to take 
and to provide theteto by the ordinary means, and by the authority of the laws. This ſove. 
' reign ſtate, adhering to the maxims which oblige them to reſpect the authority o i 


Wich are inſeparable from it, is the firmeſt baſis of the ſupreme power ; that ſovereign ſtar 
obliged by what is held m6ſt facred, to defend and protect the rights and privileges of its ſab. 


this object, the advice of the court of juſtice eſtabliſhed in their province. 
tant a part of public adminiſtration, (we mean that which concerns the exerciſe of the Juſticiary 


trary, has been laid open to a regular proceſs, conformably to the conſtitutional principles of 
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but the puniſhment inſiſted upon, was not within their power; and they could" not "A hh 
it, without ſtriking at the root of the fundamental conſtitution of the ſtate,” The ſtates i in 
e 


| | f the laws. 
and fully convinced that the maintaining that department in all the integrity and e N 
J 


jects, could not forget itſelf ſo far, as to ſubmit to the will of his Britannic Majeſty, by at- 
tempting to overturn thoſe rights and privileges, and exceeding the limits preſeribed by the 
fundamental laws of its government: theſe laws required the intervention of the judicial de. 
partment; and thoſe were the means which the above ſtates reſolved to uſe, by requiring, on 


; «6 By an adherence to this method, it was, that before the eyes of his Britannic Majeſty 
the Engliſh nation, and all Europe, were diſplayed the unalterable principles of that juſties 
and equity which form the leading feature of the Dutch conſtitution, and which, in ſo impor- 


power) will for ever ſerve as a bulwark againſt whatever could militate with the ſecurity and 
independence of a free nation. It was alſo by theſe means, and by following this road, chat, 
far from precluding juſtice, or evading the puniſhment required, a free courſe, on the con- 


the republic; and by the ſame reaſon, in ſhort, depriving the court of London of any 'pre- 
tence to complaint of a denial of juſtice, care has been taken to anticipate the leaſt ſhadow or 
appearance of reaſon, which might have authorized that court to make repriſals; to which, 
nevertheleſs, it has had recourſe without ſcruple, in a manner equally odious and unjuſt. 
To theſe ends, and fince, after the repeated outrages and heavy loſſes which the ſubjects 
of this republic muſt have experienced from his Britannic Majeſty, their High Mightineſſes 
find themſelves furthermore provoked and affailed by his aforeſaid Majeſty, and compelled to 
uſe thoſe means which they have in hand, in order to defend the precious rights of their liberty 
and independence; they entertain the firmeſt hope that the Lord of Hoſts, the God of their 
fathers, who, by the palpable direction of Providence, ſupported and. carried this republic 
through the greateſt dangers, will bleſs the means which they have determined to employ, by 
crowning the juſtice of their arms with the ever-triumphant aſſiſtance of his omnipotent pro- 
tection; whilſt their High Mightineſſes will ardently figh after the inſtant, when they 1hall 
ſee their neighbour and old ally, but now their enemy, recalled to ſentiments more moderate 
and equitable. And it is at that period, where their High Mightineſſes will improve all the 
opportunities which, conſonant with the honour and independence of a free ſtate, may tend to 
a reconciliation between them and their old friend and ally. | 
« Thus given and ſettled in tlie aſſembly of their High Mightineſſes, our Lords the States- 
General of the United Provinces, at the Hague, the 1oth day of March, 1781. | 
(Signed) „D Coco HAAFTAN, Vt. 

| „% By command, H. FAaGEL- 

Some time in the month of April, a memorial was preſented to the States-General by 'Mr. 
John Adams, agent for the American Congreſs at the Hague, declaring the firm reſolution of 
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out the advantages which would accrue-both-to Holland and America from a mutual alliance ; | 


and therefore requiring them to acknowledge the independence of the United States of Ame- 


rica, and to enter into CEP! treaties _— _—_ ou 0 as ſhould be 3 to both 
countries. 1 

About this time, the Kiag of Pruſſia bs to the ene, ee Shs was . 
ſo formidable, as to oblige the court of London, in a ſhort time after, to make a conceſſion 
reſpecting the navigation of the Baltic, not quite conſiſtent with that high tone which 
had lately been aſſumed. A declaration was made by the King of Denmark, That the 
Baltic being, from its peculiar and local ſituation, an incloſed ſea, in which the ſhips of all 
nations might, and ought to navigate in peace, and enjoy all the advantages of a public tran- 
quillity, his Majeſty could not permit, chat any ſhips of war or privateers of the belligerent 
powers, ſhould enter the ſaid ſea, with a view to commit hoſtilities againſt the ſubject of any 
late whatever. It was added, that the two other northern courts had adopted, and would 
ſupport the ſame ſyſtem. - And on the 21ſt of April, orders and inſtructions were publiſhed in 
the London gazette, by which his. Britannic' Majeſty. ſtrictly charged and enjoined. the com- 
manders of all ſhips of war, and the commanders-of all ſhips and veſſels having letters of 
marque and repriſal, not to ſtop or detain any ſhips or veſſels in the Baltic, for the purpoſe of 
making prize of the ſame; but that they ſhould ſuffer. all ſuch ſhips or veſſels as they ſhould 
meet in thoſe ſeas, to proceed on their reſpective voyages, without interruption. 

Towards the cloſe of the month of March, the Count de Grafle had failed from Breſt, with 
21 ſhips of the line, and a fleet of merchantmen and. tranſports, conſiſting of near 300 veſſels, 
on board of which were 6000 troops. His deſtination was for Martinico, where he was to be 
Joined by another ſquadron; and from the inferiority of the Britiſh fleet commanded by Ad- 


miral Hood, which was ſent to oppoſe him, he arrived there with little interruption. 


Thus ſtrengthened, the Marquis de Bouille, governor of Martinico, on the departure of 
Admiral Hood for Barbadoes, made an attempt, which had been for ſome time in agitation, 
of ſurprizing the iſland of St. Lucia, the ſituation of which enabled the Britiſh to keep Mar- 
tinico in a ſtate of continual alarm, and to diſcover and counteraQt all the motions of the 
French. For this purpoſe, in the night of the 19th of May, the French governor landed a 
ſtrong detachment at St, Lucia, and ſummoned the garriſon to ſurrender; but though it was, 
at this time, far from numerous, the commanders, after returning a reſolute anſwer to the 
meſſage, ſhewed ſuch a determined diſpoſition to reſiſtance, as well as ſuch able preparations 
to put it in execution, that the French did not dare to proceed in their intended attack, but 
withdrew, with their whole armament, to Martinico. : 

To compenſate, however, for this failure, a large body of French troops was diſpatched to 
effect a landing on the iſland of Tobago. On their appearance off the iſland, on the 23d of 
May, Governor Ferguſon diſpatched a ſwift ſailing veſſel with the intelligence to Sir George 
Rodney, at Barbadoes, who immediately ſent Admiral Drake, with ſix ſail of the line, ſome 
ſrigates, and a regiment and two additional companies, to its relief. On the 29th, (which 
was the day after the rear-admirai's departure) he received intelligence, that the French fleet 
had been ſeen to the windward of St. Lucia, and were apparently ſtanding towards Tobago, 
On Rear-admiral Drake's making the iſland, on the goth, he diſcovered the enemy's fleet, of 
27 fail, to leeward, between him and the land. He immediately diſpatched his ſwifteſt frigates 


to inform Sir George Rodney of what had paſſed, as well as of his own return; and arrived 
in ſight of Carliſle bay on the ad of June. 


7 2 : 1 


1781 


3586 


A. D. 


Ax HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDVCTION 


— * 
- L « CY 4 » 
OE? . 
* 2 
* 
» 
= 
A 
\ "PX; . 


. 


— 


Ia the mean time, the French had landed their troops, to the number of 3000 regutare, 
whalft, according to the governor's public account, the whole force that could be collected for 
: to 427 whites 

of all ſorts, who held arms in their hands; but to theſe were added a ſmall party of fo 5 
armed negroes, who behaved with undaunted courage on ſome very deſperate ſervice, 2 
| After ſome attempts to impede the progreſs of the enemy, Governor Ferguſon, with the 
regulars and: militia, retired to a poſt called Concordia, which is an high, ſtrong' ſituation 
commanding both ſides of the iſland, where they were inveſted as cloſely as the nature of "4g 
ground would admit; the French general having in vain endeavoured to terrify the militia into 
a deſertion of their arms, by threatening plunder and confiſcation to their plantations, if they 
did not, in a ſhort given time, return to them, | 
The ſpirit and patriotiſm ſhewn by the planters in general, during this unequal conteſt, is 
highly deſerving of praiſe ; but the extraordinary inſtances of magnanimity afforded by indivi- 
duals, claims particular notice. On the firſt advance of the enemy, and diſpute about poſts, 
Mr. Collow generouſly propoſed to the governor to ſet fire to his own canes, in order to dif. 


treſs them on their march, and to impede their progreſs through a difficult'and narrow coun. 


try. During the fiege of Concordia, Mr. Law, underſtanding that the governor was unwil. 
ling to deſtroy his dwelling-houſe, and the adjoining building, although they afforded ſome 
cover to the enemy, not only made the propoſal himſelf to have them burned, but carried it 
immediately into execution, under their fire, being aſſiſted only by his own negroes, who 
ſuffered not a little in the conflict: and when the garriſon were retired to their laſt ſtrong hold 


and faſtneſs, the way to which was extremely narrow, rugged, and utterly unknown to the 


enemy, neither the threats of immediate deſtruction to his property, nor of inftant death to 
himſelf, could, in any degree, force him to the taſk of conducting the French army on their 
way to find the brave and patriot band that had devoted itſelf to the defence of the iſland. - 
A large reinforcement now arrived from Martinico with the Marquis de Bouille, accompa- 
nied by the whole French fleet, under the Count de Graſſe. The iſland troops, therefore, 
were now ſo cloſely preſſed on all fides, that very little hopes remained of their being able to 
maintain their ground; more eſpecially as they had received intelligence that the body of forces 
intended for their ſuccour, under the care of Admiral Drake, had been obliged to put back, 
to avoid the very ſuperior power of the French fleet. But, deprived as they were of all rea- 
ſonable hopes of ſuccour, they do not ſeem to have been diſcouraged. Reſolving to hold out 
to the laſt extremity, they now prepared to quit the place they had hitherto ſo bravely defen- 
ded, but which could be no longer maintained, and retreated to a poſt on the main ridge, 


where a few huts had been built, and ſome ammunition and proviſions previouſly lodged, for 


that purpoſe. This retreat was ſo well conducted, that the place was evacuated at one in the 
morning of the firſt of June, and notwithſtanding the near ſituatioh of the enemy, the Mar- 
quis de Bouillé was ſo totally ignorant of the manceuvre, that he ſent a flag ſoon after day- 
break to ſummon the garriſon to ſurrender. 

The French general, 2 at the eſcape of an enemy whom he had conſidered as in his 
hands, and ſtill more provoked through the apprehenſion of the war being protracted, from 
that enemy's getting into a difficult country and an impracticable poſt, he began to depart 
from thoſe principles of liberal conteſt and amiable lenity which had. hitherto diſtinguiſhed his 
conduct. He did not fail to order an immediate purſuit of the garriſon ; but finding his troops 


overcome by the heat, while the fugitives were yet four miles before him, and that he w—_ 
no 
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not eyen procure any perſon who would conduct his army through the FRE country and in- 
tricate ways Which they had'to paſs, he determined to make terror unite with force in ſhorten- 
ing a buſineſs which promiſed, otherwiſe, not only to become extremely troubleſome -as well 
as tedious, but which might, in the iſſue, obſtru& thoſe great objects which the French fleet 
had in view. He accordingly ordered two capital plantations which were at hand to be de- 
ſtroyed ; and finding that their deſtruction did not produce the deſired effect, he threatened to 
renew the ſame orders at the expiration of every four hours, until the iſland ſhould be ſurren- 
dered. Governor Ferguſon ſtill wiſhed to protract the defence; but perceiving it to be im- 
poſſible to prevent the inhabitants from making a ſurrender, he, at length, thought it moſt 
prudent, though he at firſt refuſed to concur in any capitulation, to interpoſe in making the 
beſt terms for the iſland, which he could poſſibly obtain under the circumftances of it. The 
conditions were extremely favourable and advantageous : thoſe of Dominica were laid as the 
ground work by the governor ; and though they differed in ſome points, the inhabitants were 
of opinion that Tobago had the advantage, in this particular, of its fiſter iſland. 

While the French were thus employed in the Weſt Indies, their allies, the Spaniards, were 


endeavouring to recover thoſe provinces on the continent of North America, which they had 


loſt in the preceding war. Don Bernardo de Galvez, governor of Louifiana, had, in the two 
laſt years, been too ſucceſsful againſt the Britiſh ſettlements on the Miſiſſippi, and the town 
and fort of Mobille, Theſe ſucceſſes, and the conſequent reduction of General Campbell's 
ſmall force, naturally extended his views to the taking of Penſacola, and thereby compleating 
the conqueſt of the province. 

After ſome unſucceſsful attempts in the laſt year, which. had failed in their eommencement, 
Don Galvez went himſelf to the Havannah, in order to forward, and take upon him the com- 
mand of a great expedition from thence, which was intended for the beginning of the preſent, 
Fortune ſeemed at firſt to ſmile on Penſacola ; but, unluckily, no means were, or probably 
could be afforded, to profit of the occafion. A violent hurricane had almoſt ruined the Spa- 
niſh fleet, Four capital ſhips, beſides others of different denominations, were totally loſt, 
and all on board periſhed. The loſs of lives were eſtimated at above two thouſand. The re- 
mainder of the ſhattered fleet put back to the Havannah, ſeveral of them being diſmaſted and 
greatly ſhattered, The critical arrival of four ſtore ſhips from Spain during their abſence, 
enabled them to refit ſpeedily; and knowing there was no Britiſh naval force in the way to 
oppoſe them, without waiting till the whole fleet was in condition, they diſpatched five ſail of 
the line, with ſeveral ſmaller veſſels of war, to conduct Don Galvez, with between 7, ooo and 
8,000 land forces, on the expedition, This armament arrived before Penſacola on the ninth 
of March in this year, and was followed ſoon after by Don Solano, with the remainder of the 
flect, the whole amounting to 15 ſail of the line. 

The principal ſtrength of the place was in the defence of the harbour; for while that was 
maintained, the enemy would not only be expoſed to great difficulties and diſadvantages in 
their landing, but afterwards, in the covering and carrying on of their approaches; and which 
would be ſtill too diſtant from the works to produce much effect. But the land batteries were 


not ſufficient to guard the entrance, without ſome naval ſupport; and that which they now had 


was weak indeed, conſiſting only of two ſloops, or other ſmall veſſels of war. Theſe, how- 
ever, gallantly ſeconded the batteries, and both together gave much trouble and cauſed no ſmall. 
delay to the enemy, Their vaſt ſuperiority of force, when it could be brought properly to 
bear, was, however, irreſiſtible. The paſſage was, accordingly, forced, — the landing effect- 
ed. 
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of different Britith regiments; Maryland and Pennſylvania loyaliſts; ſome of the 


covered, and which commanded the narrow approach to it on the land fide, This was accord. 


that the works had ſuffered leſs than could poſſibly have been expeted. The accidental fall of 
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ed. the ground broken, and the fiege commenced in form by ſea and land. The garriſon 
was weak, and compoſed of almoſt all ſorts of men. Detachments from, or rather the remains 
1 e. German 
troops of Waldeck; together with ſailors, marines, inhabitants and negroes; and before the 
place was cloſely inveſted, a few Indians formed the motley aſſemblage, whoſe lot it was to 
defend Penſacola againſt ſuch a formidable force. NAIR 5 

It was, certainly, much to the honour of General Campbell, the governor, that there Was 
not the ſmalleſt diſcordance in ſuch a various garriſon ; and it was no leſs praiſe-worthy to 
themſelves, that the whole behaved bravely, patiently and obediently through every part of 
the ſiege. It is alſo proper to add, that the captains, officers and crews of the two royal ſloops 
of war, after burning their veſſels, bore a diſtinguiſhed part in defending the fort. Indeed 
every part of the defence was vigorous; and, notwithſtanding the weakneſs of the garriſon, 
ſome well directed ſallies were gallantly made and ſucceſsfully executed. In the firſt week of 
May, the beſiegers had done nothing that promiſed a ſpeedy attainment of their object. They 
were, however, by no means flow in advancing their works, and the fate of the place appeared 
to be inevitable. But it would ftill have coſt them much more time and trouble to have he. 
come maſters of it, if an untoward accident had not fruſtrated the hopes of the beſieged.” 

The principal defence of the place confiſted in a ſtrong advanced redoubt, by which it was 


ingly ſupported to the laſt, which had been hitherto done with ſo much ſpirit and reſolution, 


a bomb near the door of the magazine belonging to the redoubt, and which lay under its 
center, determined the fate of Penſacola, 'The burſting of the bomb forced open the door, 
ſet fire to the powder within, and, in an inſtant, the whole body of the redoubt preſented no- 
thing but an heap of rubbiſh. Of about 100 men who ſuffered by this exploſion, three parts 
loſt their lives, and the fourth were miſerably maimed and wounded. Two flank works, how- 
ever, {till remained entire; and, by the extraordinary preſence of mind and intrepidity of the 
officers who commanded in theſe, and the ſkillful uſe they made of their artillery, the heſiegers, 
who ruſhed on to take advantage of the confuſion, and to ſtorm the place, were, in their firſt 
onſet, repulſed. By this brave exertion, time was obtained to carry off the wounded, and 
ſuch pieces of artillery as were not buried in the ruins : but the enemy ſoon after bringing up 
their whole force to attack the flank redoubts, they were of neceſſity abandoned. 

T he enemy, at length, made an appearance of advancing to ſtorm the body of the place; 
but the ſtate of preparation they perceived, induced them to relinquiſh the deſign. They, 
however, derived ſuch advantages from the poſſeſſion of the ruined redoubt, that the place was 
no longer tenable; for they commanded ſome of the principal batteries ſo effectually with their 
ſmall arms, that the ſoldiers and ſeamen could no longer ſtand to their guns. In theſe cir- 
cumſtances, and without the moſt diſtant hope of relief, it would have been madneſs to pro- 
long the defence. It may, however, be proper to obſerve, that in this ſtate of imminent 
danger, and with all the horrors of approaching deſtruction before them, not a ſingle word, 
concerning a ſurrender, was heard in the garriſon. An honourable capitulation was obtained 
by Mr. Cheſter, the governor of the province, and Major General Campbell; and that was 
all that could have been hoped or expected. The place was delivered up on the ninth of May, 


which was two months from the firſt appearance of the enemy before it. Thus fell the Ne 
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vince of Weſt Florida, which had been confidered as one of the principal acquiſitions obtains / 
ed for Great Britain by the treaty of Paris. | 

During the tranſactions which agitated Europe ih dad the Britiſh empire in the Faſt 
was harrafſed with no common viciſhtudes of fortune. The diſcontents which we have already 


ſtated to have ariſen in the Eaſt Indies, in conſequence of the eftabliſhment of the ſupreme 


court at Calcutta, were accompanied with other very alarming circumſtances, which cauſed the 
affairs of the Eaſt India Company to be in a very critical and unſettled ſtate. The ſervants of 


the company, who preſided over the poſſeſſions of Great Britain in that rich and extenſive 


quarter of the globe, were, at this time, involved in a conteſt with the Mahrattas, who are the 


only people of Indoſtan that were not effectually ſubdued, or who did not unanimouſly ſubmit: 


to the government, and acknowledge allegiance as fiefs to the throne of the Mogul. The 


celebrated Hyder Ally, one of the greateſt politicians and warriors ever known in India, had 
alſo been engaged in a war with the Mahrattas ; but, afterwards, made peace and joined in a 
confederacy againft the Engliſh. He complained, and we are afraid with ſome reaſon, that 
the latter had not kept their treaties with him; it was, at leaſt, very evident, that the com- 
pany's ſervants had not adopted thoſe methods to keep on amicable terms with him, which a 


wiſe policy required. Hyder Ally, Regent of the kingdom of Myſore, was originally a ſoldier - 


of fortune. He roſe, by degrees, from a low rank, to the ſupreme command of the Rajah's 

army; and, on the death of that Prince, impriſoned his ſon, whom he deſtined to ſucceed 
him on the throne, and ſeized the reins of government, aſſuming the title of guardian to the 
young Prince, Hyder Ally poſſeſſed an extenſive, valuable and well regulated country; he 
was able to bring into the field a very numerous and well diſciplined army ; his revenues were 
great, and he was no leſs attentive to the payment than the diſcipline of his forces. At the 
cloſe of the year 1779, his military force was computed to conſiſt of 50,000 infantry, of which 
20,000 were in regular battalions ; 30,000 cavalry, of which 2,000 were Abyſſinian horſe that 


conſtantly attended his perſon ; 10,000 Carnatic horſe, well trained; 400 Europeans; and, 100 


pieces of cannon, which were worked by Europeans. He poſſeſſed great courage and abilities; 
and it appeared, that his conduct in his civil capacity, has been ſupported by a degree of poli- 
tical addreſs, unequalled by any Afiatic power that had yet appeared in Indoſtan. Monſieur 
Bellecombe, at Pondicherry, had kept up a conſtant correſpondence, and left no arts uneſſayed 


to engage him in the intereſt of the French; in which Mako his efforts were but too ſuc- 


ceſsful. 


In the month of July, 1780, Hyder Ally broke into the Carnatic with a very large DOE: 
and made a confiderable devaſtation in that country. A ſhort time previous to this irruption, 


intelligence was diſpatched from Mauritius, that it was intended by the French to ſend to 


Hyder a conſiderable reinforcement of troops and a ſupply of military ſtores, to enable him to 


ruin the Carnatic, and to take advantage of the * conduct of our Eaſt India Company“ 8 


ſervants in that quarter. 

It appears, indeed, that, at this time, there was a very criminal negligence in the govern- 
ment of Madras, reſpecting the preparations neceſſary to be made for oppoſing the progreſs of 
Hyder Ally, of whoſe hoſtile and alarming deſigns they had received very ſufficient informa- 


tion, On the ſeventh of September, Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, with a detachment of 300. 


European infantry, ſome artillery, three battalions of ſepoys, and ten pieces of cannon, was. 


attacked by Tippoo Saib, the ſon of Hyder Ally, whom he defeated. Previous to this en- 
dagement Hyder himſelf had laid fiege to Arcot, the chief. town of the Carnatic ; but, after 


ſome 
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Ml/,jjor General Sir Hector Munro, who commanded the grand Britiſh army, thought proper 
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ſome fruitleſs days, thought proper to-relinquiſh that expeditions Lieutenant Colonel Baill; 
being informed, that Hyder, with the main body of his forces, had got between him nag 


to halt where he was, and immediately diſpatched ſeveral letters by different routes to that Ge. 
neral, informing him of his fituation, and entreating him to make ſuch a motion with the 
army under his command as might effect their junction. The meaſures, however, adopted 
for this purpoſe, were not of the moſt expeditious nature, though a detachment was ſent to 
his aſſiſtance; but before he could complete his object of forming a junction with the grand 


army, he was attacked by Hyder Ally on the zoth of September. This action laſted ſeveral 


hours, and this handful of men, under the command of Colonel Baillie, not only ſuſtained 
themſelves with amazing reſolution againſt the infinitely ſuperior enemy, but would have gain. 
ed the victory, if the accidental and unfortunate blowing up of ſome tumbrels of ammunition 
in the center of the Britiſh lines, had not effected more than Hyder Ally's prodigious army 
had been able to do. Though the deſtruction of men was great from this accident, the total 
loſs of ammunition was till more dreadful to the ſurvivors. Tippoo Saib inſtantly caught the 
moment of advantage, and, without waiting for orders, fell with-the utmoſt rapidity, at the 
head of the Myſore and Carnatic cavalry, into the broken ſquare of. Britiſh troops, which had 
not yet time in any degree to recover its order or form; and the cavalry being ſpeedily follow. 
ed by the French corps, and by the firſt line of infantry, the fate of that gallant band was no 
longer doubtful. All the Europeans were either cut-to pieces or taken priſoners, and upwards 


of 2,000 ſepoys are ſaid to have lain dead on the field of battle. In this engagement Colonel 


Baillie and ſeveral officers were made priſoners. Cdlonel Fletcher and the Captains Rumſey 
and Powell were killed. This victory, however, according to the account given by an Euro- 
pean reſident, at Hyder's court, who was preſent at the action, was very dearly purchaſed, 


The ſlaughter fell almoſt entirely upon the beſt troops of the enemy, and was ſo immenſe, that 


if a particular account of the loſs could have been obtained, it would have exceeded all bounds 
of conjecture or belief. | | 

On receiving intelligence of this unfortunate action, a very ardent impatience to revenge 
their loſs, appeared in the army commanded by Sir Hector Munro; but the General thought 
it imprudent to indulge their ardour. He was conſcious of the weak ſtate of his army,—the 
diminution it had ſuffered from the detachment he had ſent to the aſſiſtance of Colonel Baillie, 
and which was now entirely loſt ;—his total want of proviſions, —his entire deficiency of ca- 
valry, and above all, the certain deſtruftion of Madras and all the Britiſh ſettlements in the 
Carnatic, ſhould any enterprize, in the preſent poſture of affairs, be attended with misfortune. 
From theſe conſiderations, he reſolved to make a retreat, though much to the diſſatis faction of 
the troops; and he accordingly marched to the neighbourhood of Madras, where he was now 
determined to wait for the reinforcements that were on their way thither, before he entered 
upon any offenſive operations. | | 

The conſequences of the late defeat were, in the mean time, very alarming. The diſſen- 
tions in the preſidency became daily more violent; and its authority was ſo much diminiſhed, 
that a body of ſepoys openly revolted; and the countries in ſubjection to it, retained ſo little at- 
tachment to its government, that the greater part of the inhabitants were in the intereſts of 


Hyder A ly. 


* 


That Prince had renewed the fiege of Arcot, the capital of the Nabob of that name, wu 
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be ſend it, to their ſovereign,” the antient ally of our India Company, that Hyder took the place 


jn the beginning of November, with an immenſe quantity of warlike ſtores, which fell into 


tue hands of the enemy at a time when he was beginning to _ them, _ when they were 


equally neceſſary to thoſe for whom they were provided. 


Such was the ſituation of affairs when Sir Eyre Coote, who nad been requeſted by the Su- 
preme Council of Bengal to take upon him the command of the army in the Carnatic, arrived 


at Madras with a reinforcement of Britiſh troops. Indeed, the unaccountable neglect which 


marked every department of adminiſtration there, ſeemed to be rather the effect of ſome do- 
mineering fatality, than either of weakneſs or indolence. The General himſelf obſerves in his 


letters to the directors, as well as to ſome of the principal officers of tate, that the ſame inac- 


tivity and bad policy, which had operated in not collecting the troops, in the defect of every 
kind of preparation, —in leaving the paſſes open to Hyder's entrance, and in many other 
ruinous inſtances, were ſtill prevalent at the time of his arrival; and that what ought to have 
been their firſt care, lay as much neglected as if no enemy had been near. That even the ne- 
ceſſary arrangements for the ſecurity of Fort St. George, the very foundation of our exiſtence 
on that coaſt, had not been made; that no pains had been taken to recruit the ſhattered con- 
dion of the very ſmall army which remained for their defence; that the field artillery requi- 
ſite for a campaign, was ſo far from being in readineſs, that the carriages were then making 
up: that the troops were diſpirited, - the ſepoys deſerting, — the country deſolated, —the in- 
habitants treacherous, —all communications cut off, - their proviſions conſumed, and their re- 
ſources exhauſted. That the Nabob, ſo far from being able to give any aſſiſtance in this ex- 
igency, was himſelf without men, money, or influence, and looked up to the company to 
ſupport his intereſts and credit. To this was added the increafing ſuperiority of the enemy, 
ariſing from his good policy, as well as the power of his arms; for that Hyder Ally had taken 
every meaſure which could occur to the moſt experienced General, to diſtreſs us, and te ren- 
der himſelf formidable; and that his conduct, in his civil capacity, had been ſupported by 
a degree of political addreſs, unequalled by any power that had yet appeared in Hindoftan, 
Such was the enemy, with whom the Eaſt India Company were now engaged in ſuch an ar- 
duous conteſt; and ſuch was part of a picture of the affairs of the Carnatic, drawn upon the 
ſpot, at the cloſe of the year 1780, by Sir Eyre Coote. 

Among the many good conſequences which flowed from the arrival of that able officer, to 
take the command of the Carnatic, the unanimity which, from that moment, prevailed in the 
government, was among the firſt, The Council were unanimous in his ſupport, and wiſely | 
committed the whole conduct and management of the war, without reſerve, into his hands. 
An appearance of vigour, in ſpite of actual weakneſs, and all the wretched circumſtances of 
affairs, accordingly took place in every department, and the enemy, impreſſed with a very juſt 
idea of the General's fame and great military talents, marked their future conduct with . 
and unaccuſtomed precaution. | 

Few generals ever had more difficulties to encounter, or a greater ſtake depending, than Sir 
Eyre Coote at this juncture. His whole force did not exceed 7, ooo men, and the enemy he 


was to encounter commanded an army conſiſting of near 260,000, The Britiſh General, how- 


ever, in the beginning of this year, moved from the encampment that had been ſo long occu- 
picd at Madras, and ſucceeded in forcing Hyder Ally to abandon Wandewaſh, which he was 
then beſieging. After forcing the enemy to Telinquiſh his original enterprize, the next im- 
portant ſervice was the ſecuring Pondicherry. After the reduction of that ſettlement two years 
Vor. 13; | 2 2 before, 
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before, the French, who remained there, had, been treated with the-moſt. exemplary lenity | 


| lib But the unexpected ſuc. 
ceſſes of Hyder Ally, and the expectations of the ſpeedy artival of a powerful ſquadron and 


cConſidetable military reinforcement from France, had wrought ſuch. a change in their beha 


viour, that they could not conceal their diſpoſition to avail themſelves of the firſt 
of breaking through their engagements with the Engliſh; in ſhort, ſuch, was th 


opportunity 
eir conduct, 


rhat it was thought neceſſary to deprive them of their arms, to ſeize; magazines which the 


had contrived to collect, and to deſtroy all the boats in their poſſeſſion. The neceſſity of theſe 


meaſures was ſoon juſtified by the arrival of a French ſquadron off Pondicherry, in full con- 


fidence of being ſupplied with water and other neceſfaries ; but which was obliged to depart in 
great diſtreſs, for want of ſmall craft to.convey them on board. * 

In the mean time, Sir Edward Hughes had performed great ſervice on the Malabar coaft to- 
wards the cloſe of the year, by the deſtruction of Hyder Ally's ſhipping in his own ports of 


* 


Calicut and Mangalore, and thereby blaſting his favourite hope of becoming a formidable ma- 


ritime power. | | 

Sir Eyre Coote's force being too weak to encourage adventure, and Hyder too cautiaus to 
hazard much without an abſolute neceſſity, nothing of conſequence took place for ſeveral 
months between the two armies. Such a ſtate of things, however, could not be laſting, Hyder 
having made preparations. for the ſiege of T zitchinopoly, the Engliſh General marched with 


the army to Porto Novo, as well to Fruſtrate that deſign, as to repreſs his depredation on the 
ſide of Tanjour, and the ſouthern provinces. In ſhort, on the firſt of July an engagement 


took place between the two armies, which laſted: from nine in the morning till four in the 
afternoon. The very fuperior ſkill and great experience of Sir Eyre Coote and his officers, 
and the bravery and diſcipline of his ſoldiers, were put, on this day, to a glorious trial.;—it_ 
was not without the higheſt efforts of generalſhip and intrepidity, that the enemy was obliged 
at length to give way on all fides, after having been foiled in every attempt, with a terrible 
ſlaughter of their braveſt troops, and the loſs of Hyder Ally's principal general and his beſt 
officers. But complete as this victory was, many of its advantages were loſt from the victors 
being unpoſſeſſed of the means of purſuit; as the want of cavalry gave the enemy an opportu- 
nity of carrying off his cannon and baggage, and to make good his retreat; while Sir Eyre 
Coote was forced to content himſelf with remaining maſter of the field. Several other engage- 


ments took place, in which the Britiſh troops were uniformly victorious, and the troops of 


Hyder Ally diſcouraged by a ſucceſſion of defeats, no longer poſſeſſed a ſpirit to ſecond the 
exertions of their leader. | | 
Such was the ſurpriſing change, which the ſuperior conduct and military talents of Sir Eyre 


Coote, ſeconded by ſome excellent officers, and ſupported by the unparalleled efforts of a 


ſmall, but glorious army, had, in a ſhort time, produced in the affairs of the Carnatic; and 
ſuch were the leading events of one of the moſt arduous campaigns recorded in the annals of 
the world. | SAME 

But previous to this favourable change in the company's affairs, a motion was made by 
Lord North, „ That a committee of ſecrecy ſhould be appointed, to enquire. into the cauſes 
of the war now ſubſiſting in the Carnatic ; and of the preſent condition of the Britalh poſlel- 
fions in thoſe parts; and to report the ſame with their obſervations thereon,” Though the” 


acknowledged bad conduct of affairs in India, had rendered enquiries on that ſubject 1 
| | popular, 


' 
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178 popular, the propoſal ot a ſeeret committee met with much objection, and occaſioned a very 
ſpirited debate. The ſubject was certainly of the firſt i importance; and, according to the ap- 
 pearances of the moment, the exiſtence of the Britiſh commerce and poſſeſſions in the Eaſt, 
depended upon the ſpirit and policy of the meaſures which were then to be purſued. Diſpatch 
was moſt eſſentially neceſſary in this enquiry, and a ſecret committee would certainly beſt 
anſwer that purpoſe ; the objects of enquiry were likewiſe of a nature which required fecrecy 
in the committee, Beſides, they were by no means of a Judicial kind; it was not intended 
that this committee ſhould-decide on the conduct of any man; their buſineſs was to report 
ſacts, and if thoſe facts ſhould appear to the Houſe as grounds of accuſation againſt any indi- 
vidual, he would then have an opportunity of defending himſelf, and the proceedings, of 
courſe, muſt be public, The Houſe might alſo, if it ſhould think it neceſſary, call for the 
minutes of the committee, —a circumſtance which ſeems to do away the idea of any bad con- 
ſequences ariſing from the propoſed ſecrecy. - The miniſter's motion was, however, at length 
carried, and the committee, beſides being poſſeſſed of the uſual powers to demand papers and 
examine -witnefſes, were authoriſed to fit in the India Houſe; to adjourn from time to time, 
and from place to place, as it ſuited their convenience ; ; and to meet and purſue their enquiries 
during the receſs of Parliament, 

The terms upon which the miniſter had ſome time ago propoſed a renewal of the Eaſt India 
Company's charter, were deemed by the company ſo highly injurious to the rights, and ſo 
exccedingly prejudicial to the intereſts of that body, that all negociation was broken off, and 
the buſineſs lay entirely dormant during the two laſt years. We have already related, that in 
the preceding ſeſſion, the Houſe of Commons paſſed a vote for giving the three years notice 
decreed by act of Parliament to the Company, previous to the diſſolution of their charter, that 
the capital ſtock or debt of 4,200,000]. which was owing them by the public, ſhould be fully 
diſcharged, according to the power of redemption, by the 5th of April, 1783. N 

The ſituation of public affairs certainly required that matters ſhould be brought to ſome con- 
cluſion with the Company. — and in order to accelerate their motions, the miniſter held out 
the following propoſitions to the confideration of the Houſe of Commons :—whether it would 
be proper for the crown to take the territorial poſſeſſions and revenues entirely into its own 
hands, or to leave them to the management of a company? whether it would be proper to 
throw the trade to India entirely open, or to grant a monopoly of it to another company ? or, 
if it ſhould be thought fitting to grant a new charter to the preſent company, he-propoſed that 
it ſhould be only for a ſhort term, along with a conſiderable participation, to the public, in 
their profits and revenues : he further propoſed, that a tribunal ſhould be eſtabliſhed here for 
the purpoſe of controuling and judging of the management of affairs in India, and for puniſh- 
ing ſuch ſervants of the Company as ſhould be convicted of having abuſed their power; that 
all diſpatches received from India by the Directors, ſhould be communicated to the Secretary 
of State, and all diſpatches ſhewn to him before they were ſent, Theſe propoſitions conclud- 
ed with a motion, that it was the opinion of that committee, that three-fourths of the ſurplus 
ok the net profits of the Eaſt India Company, ever ſince the Company's bond debt was reduced 
to 1,500,000]. and the Company) s dividend had been eight per cent. per annum, belong to 
the public, —and that 600,000. in lieu thereof, and in diſcharge of all claims on the part of 


the public, be paid into his Majeſty's Exchequer by inſtallments, in ſuch manger, and ſuch 
times, as ſhall be agreed on. 
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1781 This ſubject neceſſarily brought out every argument that could be. employed on the diffe __ 
queſtions naturally ariſing from the conſideration of the rights of the Company, the claims of 
the public, and the interference of government, Nor was the buſineſs leſs agitated in the 
Company itſelf. On the 21ſt of May, a General Court of Proprietors was held at the Eat 
India Houfe, in order to take into confideration the propoſitions ſubmitted by the Directors 
for the baſis of an agreement between Government and the Company, when ſore new matter 
was ſtarted, which aroſe from certain words in the firft propoſition, that all the Company's 
preſent chartered privileges ſhall be preſerved entire, ſo far as is confiſtent with the Tights of 
the crown and legiſlature. It was propoſed to leave theſe laſt words out; and Mr. Rous, the 
counſel of the Company, was called upon for his opinion, who declared, without the leaſt re. 
ferve, that the rights of the legiſlature were novel rights: that the rights of the crown were 
diſtin; and ſo were thoſe of the Company derived from, and dependent on, thoſe of the 
- crown: but he did not hefitate to give a moſt decided opinion, that the law and conſtitution 
knew of no rights of the legiſlature independent of the know privileges of Parliament, which, 
had nothing to do in the preſent caſe, The words, therefore, and legiſlature were ſtruck out. 
The propoſition of the General Court of Eaſt India Proprietors were as follows: 
« That all the Eaſt India Company's preſent charter rights be preſerved to them entire, ſo 
far as is conſiſtent with the rights of the crown that their excluſive trade be prolonged for 
ten years, from March the firſt, befides the three years notice to be given according to the act 
of George II. and that, in order to alleviate, to the utmoſt of their power, the public burthen, 
the Directors are empowered to pay into the Exchequer 600, oool. on condition of receiving 
in return bills on his Majeſty's Exchequer, which, in caſe of any unexpected exigencies on 
the part of the Company, the commiſhoners of cuſtoms and exciſe, ſhould receive as caſh for 
the Company's accruing duties ; ſuch bills not to bear intereſt, or to- be brought to market 
like other bills,” But theſe propoſitions, when they were laid before the Houſe of Commons, 
were oppoſed by the miniſter, and ſet aſide by the parliamentary motion which we have already 
ſtated. In ſhort, Government and the Directors could not come to any concluſion in the 
buſineſs. Courts of proprietors were frequently held, and, in one inſtance, they refuſed to 
confirm an agreement which had been entered into by the Directors. In general, the terms 
held out by Government were conſidered as fo unjuſt, that it was more than once propoſed in 
; thoſe courts, as the beſt plan the Company could adopt, to diſpoſe of all their property at 
home and abroad, and putting an end to the political exiſtence, reſt their title to it on a legal 
deciſion. | | | 
In the mean time, the bad news which had arrived from India, and. the dubious ſtate of 
the Company abroad, could not but affect the face of affairs at home, and operate conſiderably 
upon the meaſures and tranſactions on both ſides, The view of obtaining a large ſum of 
money, for the renewal of their charter, from the Company, was, in the preſent ſtate of 
things, totally cloſed, The miniſter, therefore, brought in a temporary bill, allowing the 
Company for a limited time, to continue their excluſive trade to India; to manage the terri- 
torial acquiſitions and poſſeſſions in Aſia; and to receive the revenues ariſing therefrom. The 
future proviſions ot this bill, though they tended to eſtablith a very great participation to the 
public in the revenues and profits of the Company, were not much controverted, as the ſhort- 
neſs of its duration would afford an opportunity for making ſuch alterations, as future cireum- 
ſtances and opinions might ſuggeſt. But the retroſpective effect of this bill, in compelling 


the Company to pay the demand of 632, oool. made by Government, under a claim of parti- 
cipation 
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158 cipation in its paſt Pott, was ſtrenuouſly esd the Company likewiſe petitioned, and 
were heard, by counſel againſt it; however, it was at length carried, and after ſome faint op- 
poſition in the Houſe of Lords, received the royal aſſent at the cloſe of the ſeſſion: but the 
claim of 632, oool. upon the company, had been reduced in its paſſage through the Houſe of 
Commons to 402, oool. It may not be improper to add, in this place, that in conſequence of 
a report of the committee of proprietors, appointed. to examine the Eaſt India Company's ac- 
counts, it appeared, that the balance in favour of the Company at the cloſe of the laſt year, 
appeared to be 13,458,8771. including the value of the Eaſt India Houſe and ex wa mitts as 
eſtimated by the Company's furveyor. 

On the 6th of June, the Houſe of Commons went into a committee, on a petition from the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England. The miniſter ſtated the purport of it to be, 
that their charter expiring in the year 1785, they applied to Parliament for a renewal of it for 
21 years from that period, for which they propoſed, as a valuable confideration, to lend to 
Government 2, ooo, oool. for three years, at three per cent. The intereſt to be provided for 
by the finking fund; 1,000,000l. to be ifſued on the 1 5th of November following, and 
1,000,000], on the 15th of the ſucceeding February. This offer was conſidered by Govern- 
ment as fair and equitable both for the public and the Bank, and the money was to be applied 
towards paying off ſo much of the navy debt. The propoſition was oppoſed, as being un- 
fayourable to the public; but after much debate, it was, at length, agreed to, and a bill was 
prepared accordingly, and in due courſe received the royal aſſent. 

The hope of conciliation in ſome manner or form with America, and, conſequently, of 
withdrawing her from new connections, was not yet totally extin& ; and, under this impreſ- 
ſion, Colonel Hartley, one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of Berks, moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, to veſt the crown with ſufficient powers to treat, conſult, and finally 
agree upon the means of reſtoring peace with the provinces of North America; but this mo- 
tion was rejected on a divifion, by a majority of 106 to 72. 

On the 18th of July, the ſeſſion was cloſed by a ſpeech from the throne, in which his Ma- 
zeſty declared to both Houſes, that although the bufineſs of the ſeſſion had required a longer 
attendance than might have been confiſtent with their private convemence, he was perſuaded 
that they looked back with ſatisfaction on the time they had employed in a faithful diſcharge 
of their duty to their country, in the preſent arduous and critical ftate of public affairs. The 
zeal and ardour, he ſaid, which they had ſhewn for the honour of his crown, their firm and 
ſteady ſupport of a juſt cauſe, and the great efforts which they had made, to enable him to 
furmount all the difficulties of this complicated war, muſt convince the world, that the antient 
ſpirit of the Britiſh nation was not abated or diminiſhed. That, in the midſt of theſe difficul- 
ties, they had formed regulations for the better management and the improvement of the re- 
venue; they had given additional ſtrength and ſtability to public credit; and their deliberations. 
on the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, had terminated in ſuch meafures as would, it was 
truſted, produce great and eſſential advantages to theſe kingdoms. His Majeſty added, that 
peace was the earneſt wiſh of his heart; but he had too firm a reliance on the ſpirit and re- 
ſources of the nation, the powerful aſſiſtance of his Parliament, and the protection of a juſt 
and all-powerful Providence, to accept it upon any other terms or conditions, than ſuch as: 
might conſiſt with the honour and dignity of his crown, and the permanent intereſt and ſecu- 


= of his people. The Parliament was then. prorogued to. the thirteenth: of September 
ollowing. 
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quantity of proviſions; but this inconvenience was ſupported with a degree of ready 
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The ſucceſs of Spain in America, did not compenſate for the conſtant diſa 
its efforts againſt Gibraltar. The ſiege of this important fortreſs was con 
gious expence, but without making the,leaſt progreſs. Nothing had been 
fleet and army that inveſted it, but to reduce the garriſon to great ſtraits, 


ppointment of all 
tinned at a prodi. 
accompliſhed by the 
for want of a, proper 


equally aſtoniſhing and meritorious. | fortitude 


From. the departure of Admiral Rodney in the middle of February, 1780, the garrif 
waited till the month of October, without making any alteration in the uſual rations. "in 
the winter was approaching, the apprehenſion of the danger and difficulty that might Attend * 
ſending ſupplies, at that time of the year, induced Governor Elliot to reduce the * 
of bread and of meat, and to make ſome other regulations neceſſary for enforcing the Mulde 
economy in the article of food. 1 

In the beginning of the preſent year, proviſions began to be extremely ſcarce, from the ex- 
penditure of almoſt all that remained in the public ſtores, and the indefatigable vigilance of the 


enemy's cruizers, in cutting off the communication by ſea, About the middle of F ebruary 


the town bakers left off work for the want of flour, and many of the poorer people wanted 


| bread. 


Of the moſt common and indiſpenſable neceſſaries of life, bad ſhip biſcuit, full of worms 
was ſold at 1s. per pound; flour, in not much better condition, at the ſame price; old dri 8 
peas at a third more; the worſt ſalt, half dirt, the ſweepings of ſhips bottoms and ſtorebouſes, 
at 8d.; old Iriſh falt butter, at 2s. 6d.; the worſt ſort of brown ſugar brought the ſame price; 
and Engliſh farthing candles were ſold at 6d. a piece: but freſh proviſions bore ſtill more ex- 
orbitant prices. Even when the arrival of veſſels from the Mediterranean opened a market, 
turkies ſold at 31. 128. a piece; ſucking pigs at l. 2s.; ducks at 105. 6d. ; and ſmall hens ſold 
at 9s. a piece. A guinea was refuſed for a calf's pluck; and 11. 7s, aſked for an ox's head, 
To heighten every other diſtreſs, the firing was ſo nearly exhauſted, as ſcarcely to afford a 
ſufficiency for the indiſpenſable culinary purpoſes ; ſo that all the linen of the town and garri- 


ſon was waſhed in cold water, and worn without ironing. This want was 'moſt ſeverely felt 


in the wet ſeaſon; which, notwithſtanding the general warmth of the climate, is exceedingly 
cold at Gibraltar. 

The diſtreſſes of the garriſon were well known in England, as well as the abſolute neceſſity 
of relieving them without delay: but the numerous demands of affiſtance from the various 
quarters of the world where the war was carrying on, rendered this ſervice, however indiſpen- 
ſable, a matter of the greateſt difficulty. So deeply, however, were the intereſts and honour 
of Great Britain engaged in the relief of this important fortreſs, that to effect it was one of the 
firſt objects of Government in the beginning of the preſent year; and the grand fleet, under 
the conduct of the Admirals Darby, Digby, and Sir Lockhart Roſs, was fitted out early for 
this ſervice. It ſailed from Portſmouth on the 13th of March, with the great Eaſt and Welt 
India convoys. The neceſſity of taking in proviſions, detained it ſome time at Corke, in Ire- 
land; from whence it proceeded with the whole fleet. When the merchantmen ſeparated 
from it, to continue their reſpective voyages, the Engliſh Admiral ſteered directly for Cadiz, 
where he ſaw the Spaniſh fleet, after all the threats and boaſts of Spain, lying peaccably at 
anchor, without the ſmalleſt appearance of any intention to interrupt the deſtined relief of 
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Nothing could be more grievous to Spain than this event; nor more mortifying to her pride 
than the diſgrace which, after all her boaſting, her navy now ſuffered in the eyes of all Europe. 


She had ſet her heart fo entirely on the recovery of Gibraltar, that ſhe ſcarcely ſeemed to have 
another object in the war. She laviſhed her treaſures, with an unſparing hand, in that pur- 


ſuit. The labour of the nation was exhauſted in the ſtupendous works which ſhe raiſed before 


the place, and the whole naval and military force of the ſtate, and its reſources of every fort, 
ſeemed dire&ed to that ſingle object. The batteries were mounted with guns of the heavieſt 
metal, and with mortars of the largeſt dimenſions; the number of the former amounted to 
near two hundred, and of the latter to near fourſcore. The cannonade and bombardment, 
from this vaſt arrangement of artillery, was dreadful beyond deſcription. It was computed, 
by the artillery officers and engineers in the garriſon, that, during more than three weeks from 
the firſt attack, the enemy continued regularly to expend, at leaſt, 1,000 harrels of gunpow- 
der, of 100 pounds weight each, and to fire from 4,000 to g, ooo ſhot and ſhells, in every 24 
hours, upon the fortreſs. No powers of ſupply could long ſupport this expenditure : after 
diſcharging 75,000 ſhot, and 25,000 ſhells, in this courſe of firing, it was then lowered to 
about 600 of both in the 24 hours, on which reduced ſcale it was continued for ſeveral weeks, 

The narrow extent of the ſpot upon which this ſhower of deſtruction fell, was too much ex- 
poſed to eſcape its effects. The houſes, in number about 5oo, were moſtly deſtroyed, and 
the inhabitants, computed at upwards of 3,000, experienced every hardſhip that could ariſe 
from the deſtruction of their dwellings :- they were forced to take ſhelter: at a diſtance under 
tents, with ſuch accommodations as could be contrived in ſuch a ſcene of confuſion and hor- 


ror. On the departure of the fleet, many of them took that opportunity of returning to Eng- 


land, for which purpoſe they were allowed a free paſſage, and ſupplied with proviſions for the 
voyage. | | 5 3 | 

Towards the cloſe of ths ſummer, however,, the fury of the Spamards ſeemed to be exhauſt - 
ed before Gibraltar. The works were found, by experience, ſuperior to all their efforts, and 


the town being deſtroyed, there ſeemed to be nothing further to be done by the repetition of 
bombardment. Their gun-boats ſtill continued to be troubleſome at night, which ſerved to 
keep the garriſon in perpetual alarms; but the Governor having received ſome: cannon: of a 


very long bore, which were ſent for the purpoſe from England, had them fixed: on the neareſt 
batteries, ſo. that their ſhot reached to the very center of the Spaniſh camp: and it being ob- 
ſerved, that theſe were fired in return for the attacks of the boats, the Spaniſh commanders 
found it convenient to reſtrain the one, in order to. obviate the miſchief and confuſion occa- 
honed by the other. | 5 

By the latter end of November, the beſiegers had, with immenſe toil and expence, brought 
their works to that ſtate of perfection they intended. The beſt engineers in France and Spain 
had united their reſpective abilities upon this occaſion, and both kingdoms poſſeſſed the moſt 
ſanguine expectations of their ſucceſs. At this moment, General Elliot meditated a blow: 
which was deſtined to avert their deſigns, and to produce a total deſtruction of the fruits of ſo- 
much time, ſkill, and perſevering labour. 1 ü 

On the 27th of November, a moſt ſpirited fally was made by the garriſon, to ſtorm: and: 
deſtroy the whole of the advanced works of the Spaniards: The detachment, which was ap- 
pointed for this - enterprize, was formed in three columns, and marched out at the ſetting of 
the moon about three o'clock in the morning. The columns were ſeverally compoſed of an. 
advanced corps, a body of pioneers, artillery men carrying combuſtibles, and. a ſuſtaining, 
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5 25 1781 corps, with a reſerve at the rear. The pioneers of the left column wete ſeamen, Nothing 


ever exceeded the filence and order of the march, the vigour and ſpirit of the attack, or the 


nice and exact combination of all its parts, The whole front of the Spaniſh works Were at. 
tacked, at the ſame moment, with*ſuch irreſiſtible fury, that the enemy, after a ſeattering fire, 
| of 


which was of no long continuance, gave way on all ſides, and abandoned' their ſtupendous 
works with the utmoſt precipitation. The pioneers and artillery men exerted themſelves in 
ſuch a wonderful manner, and ſpread their fire with ſuch amazing rapidity, that, in half an 


- 


hour, two mortar batteries of 10 thirteen inch mortars, and three batteries of 6 guns each 
, 


with all the lines of approach, communication and traverſe, were in flames, 'and ſhortly re. 
duced to aſhes. The mortars and cannon were ſpiked, and their beds, carriages and plat. 
forms deſtroyed. The magazines/blew up'one after another in-the courſe of the conflagra. 
tion. The aſtoniſhed Spaniards, perceiving that all oppoſition would be fruitleſs, offered no 
other refiſtance than anill-dire&ed fire of round and grape ſhot from the forts of St. Barbara, 
St. Phillip, and the batteries on the lines, and remained in their camp the tame ſpectators of 
the deſtruction which they could not prevent. The whole ſervice was performed, and the de. 
tachment returned to the garriſon, before day break. T'wo hours were found ſufficient to 
complete this active, important and glorious exploit. 

One of the firſt objects in contemplation among the mercantile claſſes in Holland, was the 
interception of the fleet that was conveying to England the ſpoils of St. Euſtatius, Prepara- 


tions were accordingly made for that purpoſe; but they were not ready at the time propoſed; 


and fortune threw their rich prize into other hands. The French Admiral, Monſieur de la 
Motte Piquet, availing himſelf of the Britiſh fleet, under Admiral Darby, being engaged in 
the relief of Gibraltar, ſailed from Breſt, and, on the ſecond of May, fell in with the st. 
Euſtatius convoy, of which he captured more than half; the remainder” took ſhelter in the 
neareſt ports of Ireland. | * 
A ſecret expedition to a very remote part of the world, was ſuppoſed to have been, for ſome 
time, in the contemplation of the Britiſh miniſtry. The reports of great commotions in Peru 
and ſome other of the Spaniſh dominions in America, made it generally imagined, that the 
South Seas would have been the deſtination of ſuch an armament. It ſeems, indeed, probable 
that the numerous exigencies of the war could alone have delayed the proſecution of a defign, 
which promiſed to be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences to the enemy. | 
At this time, the deſign was not only revived but adopted. A ſmall ſquadron, whoſe ob- 
jets and deſtination were kept ſecret, under the conduct of Commodore Johnſtone, with 2 
body of land forces, commanded by General Meadows, accompanied the grand fleet on its 
departure for the relief of Gibraltar. The obje& of this armament was undoubtedly changed 


in conſequence of the Dutch war, which occaſioned an attempt upon the Cape of Good Hope 


to be ſubſtituted, in the place of the larger field of South America. France being almoſt as 
much intereſted as Holland itſelf, in the preſervation of this place, readily exerted itſelf for the 
protection of it againſt the deſigns of Great Britain, M. de Suffrein, an officer of great 


Courage, failed immediately with five ſhips of the line, beſide frigates, and a body of land 


forces, to oppoſe the Britiſh armament, The French commander came up with the Eng- 
liſh fleet at the Cape de Verd Iſlands, and attacked it whilſt lying under the protection of 
the Portugueſe flag, in Port Praya, in the iſland of St. Jago; ſeveral outward bound 
Indiamen being alſo under the Commodore's convoy and then in that port. At the time when 


the French ſquadron arrived, which was the 16th of April, 1781, at leaſt 1,500 —_— 
3 2 ablent 
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# Li and other neceſſary occupations: ſignals were however immediately thrown out for the people 


Aſhore to haften oh board; and evety preparation was made to receive the enemy. Although | K 


— 


1 | | * 
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abſent fromthe« Britiſh fleet, -who were engaged in watering,” fiſhing, enbarking-1 lite cattle: 


. | the Britiſh ſquadron was completely: ſurprized on this occaſion, it ſtood the attack of a much 
* ſuperior force with a coolneſs and reſolution, at which the French were equally aſtoniſhed and 
perplexed, Who had promiſed to themſelves an eaſy eee eee eee off; 


f andi one of the Eaſt Indiamen, uhich ben had ad1ũ, ad recaptured... © ee, 


Having repaired the damages received in this engagement, the Britiſh b Port, 


Praya on the ad of May, on the proſecution of its original plan: and about the middle of 


June, the Commodore diſpatched Captain Pigot, with ſome of the beſt ſailing frigates and 


cutters, to proceed towards the ſouthern extremity of Africa, in order, if poſſiblẽ, to obtain 
ſome intelligence of the ſtate of the enemy in that quarter. That officer had the good fortune 
to fall in with, and capture, a large Dutch Eaſt Tadia ſhip, of 1200 tons burthen, which had 
lately ſailed from Soldanlia bay, near the Cape, and was laden with ſtores and proviſtons, be- 


or ſides 40,0001, in bullion, for the ifland of Ceylon. By this circumſtance information was ob- 


tained, that M. de Suffrein, with five ſail of the line, moſt of his tran ſports, and a confiderable 
body of troops, had arrived at Falſe Biy.on the 21ſt of June; And that ſeveral Dutch . Eaſt | 
India ſhips, hemeward-bound, but afraid to proceed, were then at Auchor: in Soldanha Bay, 


which lies about 14 leagues to the northward of Cape Town and fort. 


To explain the cauſe of their lying at ſo great a diſtance from their i ſettlement and 


1 defence, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that Table Bay, upon which theſe lieg is not only 


much ſmaller, and leſs convenient than that of Soldanha, but is exceedingly dangerous to ſhip- 
ping during the winds that blow in che ſummer months. Theſe bad properties attending 
Table Bay, was the motive of M. de Suffrein's anchoring in Falſe Bay, which lies at the back 
of that very long and narrow neck of land running far out into the ſea, the mountain at whoſe 
head, forms what is properly called the Cape. The bottom of this bay lies within about three 
leagues, by land, of Cape Town, which is fituated a little higher up, on the oppoſite coaſt, 
than the junction of the continent with the as although the paſſage by ſea round the 
neck, is long, difficult, and dangerous. F 

The arrival of the Freneh {quadron and troops. at the Cape; hang fruſtrated the orihcipal 
deſign of Commodore Johnſtone's expedition, he determined to profit of what was yet within 
reach, by an attempt upon the Dutch ſhips in the Bay of Soldanha. This ſcheme was ably 
and ſucceſsfully conducted: of the five-ſhips which were there, he took four; the other was 
unfortunately burned, —They were all vellels from 1000 to. 1100 tons burthen. | 

The war with Great Britain was by. no means a popular act in Spain, ey was generally 


conſidered rather as a court meaſure, originating from the influence of French counſels, than 


as the reſult of a policy founded on the real intereſts of that country. The little ſucceſs, and 
the immenſe expence with which it had been hitherto attended, could not but increaſe the 
public diſſatisfaction; and the court itſelf ſeemed, at length, to conceive a jealouſy that France 
had been more attentive to other objects during the war, than to thoſe which were ſo intereſt- 


ing and ſo dear to itſelf, It became neceſſary, therefore, for the court of Verſailles to remove 


theſe impreſſions; and as neither Jamaica nor Gibraltar could afford any ſuch opportunity, for 
the preſent, the ſequeſtered iſland of Minorca, which, from the nature and particular cireum - 
ſlances of the war, was almoſt cut off from the poſſibility of ſuccour, could not eſcape Ge 
vation, as the object immediately offering for the purpoſe, ? dong vine 
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% The forination of this enterprize took place early in the preſent year, bor was for Wü abe * 
* retarded by the greatneſs of the preparations: it required. They were not completed — q 
hitter eng of June; chen Nl de Guichen faiſed from Hreſt, at the bead of ſquadron wane” 
W-'; "I ing of the moſt formidable ſhips in the French navy: they were joined at Cadiz by 8 | 
2 line, and a large number of tranſports, carrying a body of 10000 regular ih 
Great Britain had now ſo many objects to employ her attention, and they were NE 
meat, that a ſufficient ſtrength could not be collected in time to prevent the junction 3 

8 Intended movements of the French and Spaniards, at the period and distance at which th. 
were made. The combined powers left Cadiz about the end of July, and landed their for 1 
242t Minortaon the 20th'of Auguſt. | Here they were ſhortly after joined by about 6000 Fre A 
from Toglon. The joint army of both crowns was entruſted to: when mmm of the wa | 

de Crillon, a French eneral of great reputation. . J c eilt 0 == 
It was the fate of orea, at this juncture, to be totally be to bet any PAT 8 
Fſtafice agajnft ſuch a powerful enemy. The garriſon conſiſted only of four regiments, two 
of them Britifh, and two Hanoverian : they were, however, excellent troops, and commanded 
by two diſtinguiſhed officers; Lieutenant-General Murray, formerly governor of Quebee, now 
held the ſame rank in Minorca, and was ſeconded by Major-General Draper, "who comman. 
ded at the conqueſt of Manilla in the preceding war. But the ſoldiers were ſickly, and from 
that cauſe, as well. as the ſmallnEſs of their number, inadequate to the defence that would be 
$ neceſſary againſt ſuch # multitude of affailants. Hence it was ſoon foreſeen, that the preſer- 
___ vation of#Minorea would prove a very difficult, if not an impracticable b ee eſpeci- 

ally when the obſtruct ions to all ſuccours werè taken into confideration, ' - * 

The combined fleet was contented with ſeeing the troops ſafe into the Aenne and 
then, truſting them to a ſmall convoy, returned, to the amount of near fifty ſail. of the line, 
x to cruize at the mouth of the Engliſh Channel. Though this was an effectual means of pre- 
venting any ſuccour from being ſent to Minorca, the enemy had other objects in view: they 
hoped to intercept ſome of our great homeward-bound convoys, which were then every day 
expected; and a very large outward-bound fleet, which was on the point of its departure from 
Corke, in Ireland, held out a fimilfr temptation. Nor can it be ſuppoſed that the general 
alarm and confuſion which it was expected their appearance in the Channel, at ſo eritical a 
. feaſon, would occaſion in theſe kingdoms, was, by any means, overlooked in the deſign. As 
the enemy was enabled, from the great number of ſhips, to ſtretch acroſs the entrance of the 
Channel, it was reſolved in England, notwithſtanding the vaſt ſuperiority which oppoſed it, 
that the naval force then in readineſs, conſiſting, of thirty ſhips of the line, ſhould proceed 1 im- 
mediately to fea, in order to the'preſeryation of tlie expected Weſt India fleet, an object for 
which it was to encounter every danger. Admiral Darby, who commanded the Britiſh fleet, 
prepared accordingly for the execution of his orders; and the moſt determined ſpirit to ſecond 
him, was manifeſted by all thoſe who ſerved under him: but he was detained by contrary 
winds in Torbay till the middle of September; during which time the enemy remained in 
poſſeſſion of the ſea adjacent to the weſt of England and the ſouth of Ireland, and occafioned 
no ſmall alarm for the ſecurity of the trade returning from Jamaica, and the other lee ward 
iſlands. The great outward-bound fleet for America and the Weſt Indies, was not only ſup- 
poſed to be in danger in the open harbour of Corke, but that city» itſelf, which is totally un- 
fortified, and at that time ſtored with immenſe quantities of een, Was ene, as à 
very probable object of attack * the combined fleet, 
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3 ind l confining tlie Brifiſh fleet in Torbay, — Spit ama . 


tempted, by its inferiority, to attack it in that poſition; but, after” much debate on the ſubject, 


that deſign was laid aſide, for the eaſiet taſk of intercepting the expected fleet from the Weſt 


: ; Indies. With theſe intentions, the combined fleet bore away from the Channel; but the 


weather, very ſoon after, became ſo tempeſtuous, that they were obliged to "ONT their 
views, and make the beſt of their way. to their reſpective ports. Gr E92 N. A 
In the mean time, the Britiſh mercantile fleets arrived ſafe from exery quarter, a che great | 

mortification of France and Spain; as they had employed the ut moſt exertions to eut off thoſe 


| . reſources for the proſecution of the war, ariſing from the prodigious importatiqns of wealth 


from the tranſmarine poſſeſſions of Great Britain; being conſcidous that the butnjljation of 22 _ 


country could never be effected by any other means than by wounding ber commerce. 


The war had hatherto languiſhed i in Europe, as well as in every other quarter, on — 6 
' of Holland. Their fleets were not only in a very bad condition, but they aſtonĩ ſñied the world 
by the diſcovery of a weakneſs by no means ſuſpected, confiſting in a deficiency oß ſeamen, And — 


a total want of naval ſtores, in both of which they had ever been held to abound beyond any 


other nation, except England. The vicinity and ſituation of their ports, even with that ſtate 
of imperfect preparation in which they now were, proved, however, a very mortifying check 


upon the naval operations of Great Britain in the contſe of the year, and prevented ſome of 
thoſe vigorous exertions which might have been otherwiſe made againſt her other enemies. It 
became abſolutely neceſſary to keep a ſquadron in the Downs, as well to watch their motions in 


general, as to prevent their intercourſe with the ſouthorn parts of Europe: and it was ſtill 


more eſſentially requiſite to have ſuch a force in the north ſeas, as would be capable of ruining 
their immenſe commerce on that fide, and of effectually protecting our own; including alſo 


the further great object of preventing the poſſibility of enn marine, by cutting off 
their only ſources of every kind of naval ſupply,” : x 


This very important ſervice was committed to the conduct of Admiral Hyde "EA adn. 


ran commander of eſtabliſhed reputation, who failed from Portſmouth in the beginning of 


June, with four ſhips of the line, and one of 80 guns, for the north ſea. The Dutch, in the 
mean time, were employed in equipping a a number vf their ſtauteſt ſhips, for tlie protection of 
a large fleet of merchantmen bound to the Baltic The command of them was given to 
Admiral Zoutman, a refolute and experienced ſeaman, who failed from the Texel about the 


middle of July: bis force confiſted of eight ſhips*of the line. from 74 to 54 guns, ten frigates, - 


and ſome other armed veſſels; moſt. of their frigates were very large, and carried an uncom- 
mon weight of metal. They were "alſo Joined hy the Charleſtown, an. American frigate of an 


extraordinary conſtruction, ſhe being as long and as large as a ſhip of the line, with ſeveral, 


hundred men on board, and thirty-ſix 42 pounidery uponfone deck » ſhe took this opportunity 


of failing with the Dutch fleet, in order to go north-about, off her way to America. 


Admiral Parker was on his return with a large convoy from Elfinenr. - He had boen joined 
by ſeveral frigates ſince he left Portſmouth, and by the Dolphin of 44 guns; and, in this moſt 
critical and dangerous conjuncture, was very timely reinforced by Commodore Keith Stewart, 
in the Berwick of 74 guns, who had been for ſome time on the coaſt of Scotland. The Bri- 
tiſh force confifted of an old 80 gun ſhip, carrying ne heavier metal than a 50, an old 60, that 


Had been diſcharged, but was lately refitted for ervige, two of 74, a 64, and à 50; to which 


the admiral was obliged to add the Dolphin Frigate, in "order; to ſupply i; inequality in num- 
ber of his line of battle to that of the enemy, 33g % 
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The hofiils-flevts-came in ſight of each/othery on the L — Bank, very early in the * 
ing of the the gth of Auguſt; 1781; when Admiral Parker, perceiving the number 3 eu- 


5 . s / of the enemy's: frigates; detached the convoy, with orders to keep theĩr wind , ſending his on 
tion was made, 3 


frigates along with them, for their protection; and as foon as this 
threwout a general ſignal for the ſquadron to chaſe the enemy. The Dutch were by no 
* means diſpoſed to ſhun the conflict: they likewiſe detached their convoy to- ſame-diftane, | 
When chey drew up with great coolneſs in order of battle, and waiĩted the ſhock with the utmoſt 
eth compoſure.” None of that manœuvring was practiſed, on either fide; through Which the 
French had eluded the complete decifion of ſo many naval actions. Admiral Parker, in the 
. 10 Deer ranged a- hreaſt the Dutch admirab's ſhip, and the ag ion commenced with the vt. 
oft fury and violence on both ſides. The cannonade continued, without intermiſſion, for 
three hours and forty minutes: ſome of our ſhips fired between 2000 and 3000 ſhot each, — 
The Dutch ſhips were much ſuperior in weight vf metal to the Engliſh! of the ſame rates: — 
F This difference, however, was but little conſidered; but their heavy frigates, as well ag the 
_ Charleſtown, baving intermixed with theit line, took a very effective part in the action, and 
did conſiderable mifchief; by raking our ſhips, and firing at their rigging,” while cloſely and 
deſperately engaged with a ſuperior enemy. Such returns were however made, that they paid 
- © dearly for their temerity; and the Charleſtown, among others, 2 ſo nen it was 
long fuppoſed ſhe. had gone down either in, or ſoon after the action. 10 
t length, both ſquadrons had received ſo much damage, that, about noon, ak were be. 
come equally unmanageable. The Britiſh admiral exerted. his utmoſt ſkill to keep his ſhips 
in a line, and to continue the action, but found it impracticable: the Dutch were in the fame 
fituation, —The Engliſh ſhips were chiefly wounded in their maſts and rigging ; but as they 
fired entirely at the hulls of the enemy, and, by their ſuperior alertneſs and expedition, dif. 
charged a much greater quantity of ſhot, the Dutch ſhips were ſo extremely ſhattered, that 
they were with the utmoſt difficulty kept above water, until they reached; ſeparately, and in 
_ the greateſt diſtreſs, notwithſtanding the aid of their numerous frigates; ſuch of their ports as 
ere neareſt to them: but the Hollandia of 68 guns, and one of their beſt ſhips, went down 
in the night after the engagement; and the danger was ſo fudden and extreme, that the crew 
were reduced to the melancholy neceſſity of abandoning their wounded in quitting the ſhip, 
» This was a very bloody action. The ſlain and wounded, on board the Britiſh ſquadron, 
amounted to about 450, among whom were ſeveral officers of very ſuperior merit: Thee ſame 
- »lift, on board the AA ſhips, Roy be concealed, was wel known bo axceed 
a thouſand. - „ Beg 4238; err 5 
| Such was the ide of cent 3 the fr that had: koi place benen the 
\ Engliſh and the Dutch for upwards. of i Lehtury. The valour and emulation diſplayed. by 
both parties, was in no degree inferior t to that which had been exerted by their. reſpective an- 
ceſſtors, when enen for the e ocean, in the _— of Cromwell 0 * 
the Second. * 0 
The 3 Ats on * fide of the Britiſh ene he e ahh his 
ſquadron, on the place of action after the enemy had quitted it; while the Dutch were ob- 


| liged'to, abandon to their own care tlie merchantmen under their convoy, who were com- 
pelled to drop the proſecution of * voyage, and to make the beſt of theif gen: e- 
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155 This Was one of ths ſoinreſtGifippointmente that could have befallew the Dotch in this 
| fleet were centered the hopes and reſources of the mercantile claſſes, which had been at a vaſt 


expence in fitting it out, for its uſual deſtination to the northern parts of Europe: they now 
aw themſelves totally excluded from that principal fund of their commercial opulence, and 


obliged, to their great mortification, to have recourſe to the afliſtance of France for Dae 
on their own coaſts. ; 
On the return of the Britiſh ſquadron to the Nore, the Seien x Wi to the public by the 


0 admiral, was noticed in the moſt diſtinguiſhed manner. The King honoured him with a 


viſit; and n him n ag man attention and 3 to onal he was. fo PIP 
entitled. 50 

During the digs of 5 year, me an et Holland were e blocked up, ans 
its trade intercepted from the moſt beneficial quarters. The Dutch, who had not for a cen 
tury experienced any of the diſtreſſes ariſing from a naval war, now felt them to a great ex- 
tent. The commonalty, upon which, of courſe, it chiefly fell, was loud and ungovernable in 
its murmurs ; and it was for ſome time imagined, that the hardſhips under which it laBoured, 
would have produced internal commotions of a dangerous nature: certain it is, that no little 
alarm was excited, and that the diſcontents were ſo general, that fr. es of that kind did 
not appear entirely void of foundation. 

In the ſummer of this year, the following paper, propoſing the bereiten of the King 
of Sweden between Great Britain and Holland, was preſented by Baron Nolken, the Swediſh: 
miniſter refident in London, to Lord OR, one o his Majeſty's e an of 


ſtate. 


The King does not imagine it tn at this time, for him to enter into an explana— 
tion of the principles which have governed his conduct ever fince he aſcended the throne of 
his anceſtors. He has been guided by the love of peace; and he could have wiſhed to have 
ſcen all the other European powers enjoy that bleſſing as uninterruptedly as himſelf. "Theſe 
deſires, dictated by his natural ſentiments of humanity, have not been fulfilled. The flame 
of war, kindled in another hemiſphere, has communicated to Europe; but the King ſtill flat- 
tered himſelf, that this conflagration would not extend beyond its firſt bounds; and, particu- 
larly, that a nation, entirely commercial, which had made neutrality the invariable foundation 
of its conduct, would not have been enveloped in it: and yet, nevertheleſs, this has happened 
almoſt in the very moment when that power had entered into the moſt inoffenſive engagements 
with the King and his two northern allies. If the moſt: rigid impartiality that was ever ob- 
ſerved, could not exempt the King from immediately. feeling the inconveniencies of war, by 


the conſiderable loſſes ſuſtained by his commercial ſubjects, he had much greater reaſon to ap- 


prehend the conſequences, when thoſe troubles were going to be extended; and, to conclude, 
when neutral commerce was about to endure new ſhackles, by: the hoſtilities committed be- 
tween thoſe two powers. The King could not fail to perceive theſe evils, and to-wiſh ſincerely 
that the meaſures taken. by the Empreſs of Ruſſia for extinguiſhing this new war in its begin- 
ning, might be crowned with the moſt perfect ſucceſs ; but as this ſalutary work has not been 
brought to perfection, the King has reſolved to join with his allies, the Empreſs of Ruffa, and 
the King of Denmark, in endeavouring to diſpoſe his Britannic Majeſty to liſten to the pacific: 
ſentiments which their High Mightineſſes the States General 5 already made known, by 
their conſenting to open. a negociation for page. | 
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1781 I ſuch are the inclinations of that monarch, which ought not to be doubted, it 300 
tat a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities would be the moſt eſſential prelude to their — 

military operations accompanying a negoeiation of that nature, can only ſerde to e * 
+ and retard the matter, whilſt the allied courts with for nothing more than to be able to + 
: Jlerate it, by every method that may tend to the advantage and ſatisfaction of the two bene, 
rent powers. pts, 5 Ben 
In the fincerity and rectitude which animate his Majeſty and his two-allies, be cance 
conceal the apprehenſion which. he feels from the report of the continuation of the war, which 
may be productive of the moſt fatal conſequences, and may revive a variety of controverſies and 
diſputes. This motive, and more particularly, a deſire to prevent a further effuſion of blood 
are conſiderations which ought to operate on the mind of the King of Great Britain; and in 
the entire confidence which his Majeſty places in thoſe circumſtances, he would receive the 
trueſt ſatisfaction, if, by his interpoſition and mediation, joined to that of his allies, he ſhould 
ſucceed in terminating the differences which have taken place between Great Britain and the 
United Provinces. . | | , | 
| $1.5 (Signed) * The Bakowx DE Nor k EN. 
On the 18th of September, Lord Stormont gave the following anſwer of the Britiſh court 
to the Swediſh envoy : | en: 26: | 
The preſervation of public tranquillity has been the firſt object of his Majeſty's care, 
during the whole courſe of his reign :—The commencement of that reign was fignalized by the 
reſtoration of peace, | FU! £1 kent 
„The King made very great ſacrifices to humanity to procure that blefling ; and he had 
reaſon to flatter himſelf, that, by ſuch moderation, in the midſt of victory, he ſhould ſecure 
the public quiet on the moſt ſolid and durable foundations; but thoſe hopes have all proved 
fallacious, and thoſe foundations have been ſhaken by the ambitious: politics of the court of 
.Veriailles. This court, after having ſecretly ſupported the rebellion kindled in America, 
_ -openly joined his Majeſty's rebellious ſabje&s : and on account of this violation of public 
faith, and this direct act of hoftility, he commenced the preſent war. 

The conduct of the republic of Holland, through the whole courſe of the preſent war, 
Has excited a general indignation.— This nation preſents itſelf under a very different aſpe& 
from that of a nation merely commercial; it is a reſpectable power, for a long time bound to 
Great Britain by the cloſeſt alliance. The principal obje& of that alliance was their common 

ſafety, and expreſsly the mutual protection of each other againſt the ambitious deſigns ofa 
dangerous neighbour, which their united efforts have ſo often defeated, to their reciprocal ad- 
vantage, and to that of all Europe. | | 28 

« The deſertion of all theſe principles of alliance, which the King, on his part, conſtant!y 
adhered to, -an obſtinate refuſal to fulfil the moſt ſacred engagements, —a daily infraction of 
the moſt ſolemn treaties, —aſſiſtance given to thoſe very enemies againſt whom he had a right 
to demand ſuccour,—an aſylum and protection granted in the Dutch ports to American 
pirates, in direct violation of the moſt clear and preciſe ſtipulations, —and, to complete the 
whole, a denial of juſtice and ſatisfaction for the affront offered to his Majeſty's crown, by a 
clandeſtine league entered into with his rebellious ſubje&s :-—Theſe accumulated cauſes of 
complaint, made it impoſſible for the King to take any other meaſures than thoſe which he 
has done, though with the moſt ſincere regret.—In explaining to the public the reaſons which 


xendered this rupture inevitable, he aſcribed the conduQt of the republic to the true caule,— - 
| on namely, | 


F 967 namely, 
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to the fatal influence of a faction, who facrificed" the” national mtereſt to theis owre 
private views; but the King expreſſed, at the ſame time, the moſt earneſt deſire to bring back 
-' the republic to that ſyſtem of eloſe union, efficacious alliance,” and mutual ede, whicl 
has ſo much contributed to the proſperity and glory of the two ſtatess 
When the Empreſs of Ruſſia tendered her good offices to effect a reconciliation by a ins 
rate treaty of peace, the King, in exprefling the gratitude which that freſh proof of a friend- 
ſhip which ever appeared to him ſo valuable, juſtly merited, declined expoſing her Imperial 
Majeſty to a fruitleſs negociation : but now, that there are ſome marks of a change in the diſ- 
poſition of the republic, —ſome indication of a deſign to return to thoſe principles which the 
wiſeſt part of the Batavian nation have never deferted, a negociation for a ſeparate peace be- 
tween the King and their High Mightineſſes, may be opened with ſome hopes of ſucceſs, under 
the mediation of the Empreſs of Ruffia, who was the firſt to propoſe her good offices in this 
falutary work.—If his Majeſty did not immediately avail himfelf of that offer, it was becauſe 
he had every reaſon to believe that the republic only ſought, at that time, to amuſe him by an 
infidious negociation : but the King would think that he made but an ill return to the ſenti- 
ments which prompted thoſe firſt offers, and would be wanting in the regard ſo juſtly due to 
her Imperial Majeſty, and to the confidence which ſhe inſpires, if he aſſociated to her media- 
tion any other, even that of an ally the moſt reſpeQable, and for whom the King entertains the 
moſt fincere friendſhip. 


(Signed) © STORMONT.”” 

Some expectations were this year formed in England that the Emperor of Germany would 
declare in favour of Great Britain; that he would enter into an alliance with it, and make 
ſuch a diverſion on the continent, as muſt compel the Houſe of Bourbon, as well as the States 
of Holland, to enter into a treaty of peace, Theſe expectations appear to have been totally 
without foundation. —His Imperial Majeſty ' ſeems to have had very different views, and to 
have been defirous of promoting the intereſts of his ſubjects not by the arts of war, but by 
thoſe of peace, and by communicating to them the advantages of religious toleration.—He 
iſſued letters-patent, granting the free exerciſe of their religion to Proteſtants throughout the 
Auſtrian dominions ; by a public edict he declared, that all religious houſes, monaſteries, and 
convents in the Auſtrian Netherlands, were exempt from all foreign ecclefiaſtical juriſdiction : 
and other regulations were adopted, which were calculated to reduce the number of religious. 
houſes, and to diſcountenance all monaſtic inſtitutions. 

On the 11th of June, in this year, the Emperor, who was then at Oſtend, iſſued a placart, 
by which he declared that town to be a free port. He alſo eſtabliſhed ſome regulations con- 
cerning internal navigation in the Netherlands; and, fo far from manifeſting any favourable 
diſpoſition towards Great Britain, he, on the gth of October, acceded to the armed neu- 
trality. 

Although conſiderable advantages had been rained by the royal troops in America, no event 
had taken place from which it could be rationally expected, that the final termination of the 
war would be favourable to Great Britain. 

On the 16th of March, a partial action took place off the Capes of Virginia, between the 
fleet under Admiral Arbuthnot, confiſting of ſeven ſhips of the line, and one 50 gun ſhip, and 
a French ſquadron of the ſame number of ſhips of the line, and one 40 gun ſhip. Some of 
the ſhips, in both fleets, received confiderable damage in the action; in which, however, the 
Britiſh fleet had the advantage, as the French were obliged to ers, and were ſuppoſed to. be 
prevented 
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prevented by this rencontre from carrying troops vp the Cheſapeak,; im order to attack Gen- * 
ral Arnold, and impede the progreſs of Lord Cornwallise. = 
That nobleman, after a victory obtained over General Greene at Guild 


00734 1 an 1. 


. eg 
| | A | | Guildtord,| in which little 
elſe was obtained but military reputation, proceeded to Wilmington, where he arrived on the 


ch of April. But before he reached that place, he publiſhed-a proclatnation, calling-upon all 


loyal ſubjeRs to ſtand forth, and take an active part in reſtoring good order and government; 


and declaring to all perſons who had engaged in the preſent rebellion againſt his Majeſty's a. 
g N : * . 


= 


and allegiance, that if they would ſurrender themſelves, with their arms and ammunition, at 
head-quarters, or to the commanding officer in the diſtrict contiguous to their reſpeRiye places 


thority, but who were now convinced of their error, | and deſirous of returning to their duty 


of reſidence, on or before the 20th, of that month, they would be permitted: to return to their 


homes, upon giving a military parole: that they would be protected in their perſons and pro- 


perties from all kinds of violence from the Britiſh troops; and would be. reſtored, as ſoon as 
poſſible, to all the privileges of legal and conſtitutional government. But it does not appear 
that any conſiderable number of the Americans were allured by theſe promiſes to give any exi- 
dences of their attachment to the royal cauſe, . 4) 6 
On the 2oth of May, Lord Cornwallis arrived at Peterſburgh, in Virginia, where he joined 
a body of Britiſh troops, that had been under the command of Major-General Philips, but 
which command, in conſequence of the death of that excellent officer, had devolved..upon 
Brigadier-General-Arnold. Before this junction, he had encountered very great inconveni- 


encies, from the difficulty of procuring proviſions and forage, having marched ſeveral hundred 
miles in a country chiefly hoſtile, without one active or uſeful friend, —without intelligence, 


and without communication with any part of the country. 1 3 

On the 26th of June, about fix miles from Williamſburgh, Lieutenant - Colonel Simcoe re- 
pulſed with great gallantry, and equal ſucceſs, a ſuperior body of American troops: and, on 
the 6th of July, an action took place near the Green Springs, in Virginia, between a large 
reconnoitring party of the Americans, under General Wayne, and a conſiderable part of the 
Britiſh army, In South Carolina, an action happened on the gth of September, near the 
Eataw Springs, between a large body ef Britiſh troops, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stewart, and a much ſuperior body of Americans, under General Greene :—lt was 
an obſtinate engagement, in which the latter were defeated, with confiderable loſs. _ 

In the courſe of the ſame month, General Arnold was ſent on an expedition againſt New 
London, in Connecticut; where he deſtroyed a great part of the ſhipping, an immenſe quan- 
tity of naval ſtores, European manufactures, and Eaſt and Weſt India commodities. 

Notwithſtanding the ſignal advantages that Lord Cornwallis had obtained over the Ameri- 


cans, his fituation in Virginia began, by degrees, to be very critical; and the more ſo, as he 


did not receive thoſe reinforcements and . ſupplies from Sir Henry Clinton of which he had 


formed certain expectations, and which were abſolutely neceſſary to the ſucceſs of his opera- 
tions, but had been withheld from the ſituation of New York, which was then ſuppoſed to 
be in danger of an attack from the American army, under General Waſhington. That com- 
mander, having for a conſiderable time kept the garriſon of New York in perpetual alarm, 


_ ſuddenly quitted his camp at White Plains, croſſed the Delaware, and marched towards Vir- 


ginia, apparently with a deſign to attack Lord Cornwallis. Sir Henry Clinton then, received 
information that Count de Graſſe, with a large French fleet, was expected every moment in 


the Cheſapeak, in order to co-operate with General Waſhington, In conſequence of . 
” : 


— 


- 
[1 <> 


| p 05 he conveyed his Artaiebe to Lord Cornwallis, that he would either reinforce him, by erery 


oſlible means, or make a powerful diverſion in his favour. In the mean time, Lord Corn- 
wallis had taken poſſeſſion of the ports of York Town and Glouceſter, in Virginis, where he 
fortified himſelf in the beſt manner in his power. 

On the 28th of Auguſt, Sir Samuel H60d, with a elde from the Weſt Indies, Ioined 
that under the command of Admiral Graves, before New Vork; and, in conſequence of the 
ſituation of Lord Cornwallis, they failed for the Cheſapeak, where they arrived on the 5th of 
September, with 19 ſhips of the line; but Count de Graſſe had anchored in the bay on the 
zoth of Auguſt,- with 24 ſail of the line. The French admiral had previouſly landed a large 
body of troops, which had been brought from Rhode Iſland, and who immediately marched 
to join the army under General Waſhington. The Britiſh and French fleets came to an 
action on the ſame day in which the former entered the Cheſapeak ; which, though not gene- 
ral, yet Admiral Drake's diviſion did great miſchief to the van of the French fleet: but 
ſuch was the ſuperiority of the enemy, that after the two fleets had continued manceuvring in 
ſight of each other for five days, the Britiſh admirals returned to New York, and the Count 
de Graſſe remained in poſſeſſion of the Cheſapeak. | 

Before the news of this action had reached New York, a council of war was held there, in 
which it was reſolved, ' that 5ooo men ſhould be embarked on board the King's ſhips, in order 
to proceed to the aſſiſtance of Lord Cornwallis. In the mean time, the moſt effectual mea- 
ſures were adopted by General Waſhington for ſurrounding the Britiſh army under Lord Corn- 
wallis, A large body of French troops, commanded by the Count de Rochambeau, with a 
very conſiderable train of artillery, aſſiſted in the enterprize, The Americans amounted to 
near 8000 continentals, and 5000 militia, General Waſhington was inveſted with the autho- 


September, the inveſtment of York Town was completed, and the Britiſh army quite blocked 
up. On the night of the 6th of October, the trenches of the enemy were opened; and from 


great execution ; when the works of the place were ſo much damaged, that it was plainly per- 
ceived they would, in a very ſhort time, become untenable. 

In the midſt of theſe difficulties, the reſolution of the Britiſh troops was in the higheſt de- 
gree conſpicuous : but they were, at this time, ſo reduced by ſickneſs, as well as by the acci- 
dents of war, that they amounted to little more- than 3,600 men capable of -duty, including 
ſervants and artificers. Their means of defence, of every kind, were now reduced to a very 
ſmall quantity, and their ſtock of ſhells was well nigh exhauſted. In this extremity, Lord 
Cornwallis, defirous to ſave all he could of ſuch a brave body of men, determined to convey 
them over to Glouceſter Point, on the other ſide of the river; an attempt was accordingly 
made, but the weather proved adverſe, and fruſtrated a defign which \ was well calculated to de- 
lay the fate of this devoted army. | 

In conſequence of the failure of this WET the enemy redoubled their exertions from 
every quarter. — The works were at this time almoſt entirely demoliſhed, and an aſſault was 
every moment expected. Under theſe circumſtances, Lord Cornwallis felt the, neceſſity of 
adopting the only certain means that remained of preſerving the lives of his brave fallowers 
from the apparent deſtruction that muſt have followed from the meditated attack of his lines by 
the enemy's fleet and army. The Britiſh general opened a negociation with the American 


commander in chief, hen propoſals were made for a capitulation on the 17th of October; and, 
Vor. IV. a 3B on 
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rity of commander in chief of the combined forces of America and France.— On the 29th of 


the 6th to the 14th, they kept up an ineeſſant fire from heavy cannon, mortars, &c. which did 
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return to their affectionate attachment to his perſon and government, if he conſented 


lowed the ſame hohours which had been granted to the garrifon of Charleftown, 


commanders and his followers were forſaken by fortune; but, notwithſtanding, it was their 


the favourable appearance of affairs in the Eaſt Indies, and the ſafe arrival of our numerous 


on this ſubject from the members of adminiſtration, on the goth of November, when the 


a a permanent revenue, and various extenſive reſources, which enabled them to ſupport the 
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on the 19th, the poſts of York Town and Glouceſter were furrendered.=The- troops "ER 8 

In this manner was terminated, in America, the important and deciſive campaign of the- 
year. 1781. It put an end to all further expectations of ſubjugating America. — The ſpirit of 
enterptize that had been ſo reſolutely preſerved by the Britiſh commanders and their troops 
fince the commencement of hoſtilities, was now changed to the narrow limits and ſubordinate 
duty of preſerving the poſts yet in the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh forces. | f 

Never had this ſpirit been exerted with more vigour than in the expedition conducted by 
Lord Cornwallis.— His gallant army, animated by his example, ſurmounted every difficulty 
that was ſurmountable, and overcame every obſtacle that it was poſſible to ſubdue.—The brave 
lot to combine glory with defeat. 

On the 27th of November both Houſes of Parliament aſſembled.—In the ſpeech from the 
throne, his Majeſty obſerved, that the war was unhappily prolonged by the reftleſs ambition 
which firſt excited our enemies to commence it, and which ſtill continued to diſappoint his 
earneſt deſire and diligent exertion to reſtore the public tranquillity. But, he added, that he 
ſhould not anſwer the truſt committed to the ſovereign of a free people, nor make a ſuitable 
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to ſacrifice, either to his own defire of peace, or to their temporary eaſe and relief, thoſe 
eſſential rights and permanent intereſts, upon the maintenance and preſervation of which, the 
future ſtrength and ſecurity of this country muſt ever principally depend. The mention of 


commercial fleets, was followed by an account of the public misfortunes in America, which 
were ſtated as the ground for calling loudly for the firm concurrence and aſſiſtance of Parlia- 
ment, and a vigorous, animated, and united exertion of the faculties and reſources of the peo- 
ple.—It was alſo ſtrongly recommended to Parliament to reſume the proſecution of their en- 
quiries into the ſtate and condition of the Britiſh domimions in the Eaſt Indies, 

On the uſual motion for an addreſs, a very warm and animated attack was made on the 
miniſtry by the ableſt orators of the oppoſition. . The ill ſucceſs, the miſmanagement, and 
the fatal conſequences of the American war, were again made the fubjects of attack, which 
were anſwered by the minifter with his uſual addreſs and ability. No opinion, however, 
could be formed, from the language of the friends of government, of the meaſures to be adop- 
ted in the future conduct of the war, In order, therefore, to obtain ſome explicit declarations 


uſual mouou was made to go into a committee of ſupply, Mr. Thomas Pitt roſe to object to 
the Speaker's leaving the chair. This ſtep, he declared, was not taken by him to deprive the 
crown of the means of carrying on the affairs of government, at that alarming juncture, but 
to protract the proceedings of the Houſe in that buſineſs, till miniſters had given ſome pledge 
of their intentions to change the ſyſtem of their proceedings, | 

That this propoſition was conſtitutional,” could not be denied: the right of refuſing any 
ſupply is inherent in the people, and, conſequently, in their reprefentatives ; but in the exer- 
ciſe of that, as of other theoretical rights, the expediency of the meaſure was the principal 
object of conſideration. Previous to the Revolution, the Kings of England were poſſeſſed of 


ordinary civil and military eſtabliſhments of the kingdom. When, therefore, they called - 
| ; t 
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158 the people, in particular emergencies, for an extraordinary ſupply, Parliament very wiſely 
took advantage of the neceſſities of the Prince, to obtain ſuch conceſſions as they judged ne- 
ceſſury for the ſecurity of the rights of the ſubject. But, at the time of the Revolution, the 
conſtitution, in this reſpect, underwent a total change, and the former practice had conſe- 
quently ceaſed. The revenue neceſſary for the defence and ſupport of the kingdom was now 
annually provided by Parliament; and the exerciſe therefore of the right was become extremely 
difficult, if not wholly imprafticable.-To enquire into the exiſtence of grievances, to. diſco- 
ver and adminiſter effeQual remedies, would be a work of time; and the interval between the 
commencement of an endeavour to remove the evils complained of, and its ſucceſsful comple- 
tion, would be filled up by the annihilation of our fleets and armies. Equal miſchief would 
alſo enſue, if the mode of carrying on the war, or the operations of the enſuing campaign 
| were to be diſcloſed, as the conditions of granting the ſupplies. The fituation of the coun- 
try was certainly, at this time, very critical and alarming, and ſome change of meaſures was 
abſolutely neceſſary; but theſe circumſtances ſeemed to demand, in a particular manner, the 
moſt powerful and united exertions of Parliament. 'The eyes, not only of the nation, but of 
its enemies, were fixed upon them ; and much of the ſpirit and exertions of both would natu- 
rally depend on the reſult of their deliberations. Theſe opinions appeared to be thoſe of a great 
majority of the Houſe ; as the motion for going into a committee of ſupply, was carried, on 2 
diviſion, by 172, againſt 77. 

A motion had been made during the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion, for an enquiry into the con- 
duct of the captors of the iſland of St. Euſtatius, which, as we have already obſerved, was then 
negatived, chiefly on account of the abſence of the two commanders, who were ſo deeply in- 
tereſted in the ſubject. Both theſe gentlemen being, at this time, attendant on their duty in 
Parliament, Mr. Burke, purſuant to the previous notice which he had given, moved, on the 
4th of December, That the Houſe refolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, in 
order to enquire into the confiſcation of the effects, wares, and merchandize, belonging to his 

4 Majeſty's new ſubjeQs on the iſland of St. Euſtatius ; and further to enquire into the ſale, diſ- 
tribution, and mode of conveyance of a great part of the ſaid effects, wares, and merchandize, 
to the iſlands belonging to France, and to other parts of the dominions belonging to his Ma- 
jeſty's enemies,” | 

The general charges laid againſt Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan were as follows: 
That on the ſurrender of the ifland at diſcretion, it became an authorized ſcene of the moſt 
cruel violence and depredation : that a general confiſcation of property took place; every ware- 
houſe was locked up ; every inhabitant was compelled to give an account of his plate, jewels, 
and ready money ; and the books of all the merchants were ſeized, and their wares and goods 
thrown into one common maſs : that a general proſcription of the inhabitants took place, by 
which they were obliged, without exception, Engliſh, Dutch, Jews, French, and Americans, 
to quit the iſland. That the confiſcation of property being ſettled, and the inhabitants remo- 
ved, the ſale of their goods next followed: that a proclamation was iflued, offering free in- 
greſs and regreſs to every purchaſer, ſecurity that his money ſhould not be taken from him, 
and full permiſſion to tranſport to any place he choſe, whatever merchandize he ſhould pur- 
chaſe: that 17 veſſels, principally French, were accordingly freighted with ftores, and other 
articles, purchaſed 50 per cent. under their intrinſic value, for the ſervice of our enemies; and 
leſt they ſhould become captures to the Britiſh privateers, which were hovering round the 
iſland, and waiting for the return of the purchaſers, they failed under the convoy of an Eng- 
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tiſh fleet was at that time very decided in that part of the world, a very favourable opportuni 
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\ diſpoſing of and 
the ſuperiority of the Bri. 


ſecuring the plunder of St. Euſtatius ; in conſequence of which, as 


was loft of recovering ſome of our former Weſt Indian poſſeſſions; and that from the fame 


cauſe originated the weakneſs of the detachment ſent. under the command. of Admiral Hood to 


prevent the junction of the French fleet in the Weſt Indies with that which arrived with 


Count de Graſſe from Europe. The loſs of Tobago, and the unfortunate concluſion of the 
campaign in the Cheſapeak, were alſo attributed-to the ſame origin, 


In anſwer to theſe very heavy and pointed charges, Sir George Rodney allied a defence to 


the following purport :—He ſaid, that when he appeared before the iſtand of St. Euſtatius, it 


was for the purpoſe of cutting off ſupplies From the enemy, and with the fixed reſolution not 
to grant any terms to the inhabitants. The Dutch, though nominally the friends of this 
country, had, during the courſe of his command in the Weſt Indies, been the moſt ative 
friends of our enemies; and to puniſh and check both, nothing had appeared more effectual 
than the reduction of an iſland, the inhabitants of which were animated with a rooted aver. 
fion to us. Among thoſe inhabitants. were many, who, while they called themſelves 
Engliſhmen, were not aſhamed to diſgrace themſelves and their country, by affiſting her 
enemies with the means to injure her : ſuch people had deſerved no favour, and to them he 
had reſolved to ſhew none. That St. Euſtatius had heen a. maxt for our enemies, in prefer. 


_ ence to us, was manifeſt from this circumſtance ; that, ſome weeks before the capture of the 
iſland, an application had been made to the chief officers and inhabitants, to treat with them 


about the purchaſe of ſuch materials as were requiſite for the reparation and equipment of the 
Engliſh fleet. Their anſwer was, that as no articles of this nature were then among their 
ſores, they could not in the leaſt aſſiſt us.— That this was a falſe pretence, was very evident; 
as, on the ſurrender of the iſland, ſuch great quantities of naval ſtores were found within the 
warchouſes, &c. as could not have been heaped together in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. As to the 
outrages which it was aſſerted had been committed at St. Euſtatius, he could declare, that, ſo 


far from being guilty of an abuſe of power, he had never failed to redreſs, upon the firſt com- 


plaint, all irregularities and improprieties, without waiting to examine whether they were 
frivolous or important. But when he found that the natives of this kingdom, forgetful of 
the allegiance to their King, and criminally regardleſs of the ties which ſhould have bound 
them to their country, had ſunk the reputable character of an Engliſh merchant into the diſ- 
graceful occupation of a ſelfiſh trader, and were unprincipled affociates with the Dutch, in 
traffic with thoſe engaged in the American rebellion, he ſeized and ſent them home, to meet 


the juſtice of the laws which they had ſo baſely offended, With regard to inſinuations which 


had been thrown out, of his having been actuated by mercenary views, the fact was, that 
when he ſeized on all the property on the iſland of St. Euſtatius, it was not for his own uſe : 
he thought, at the time, that it would all belong to the King, and that it was his duty to ſee 
the moſt made of it, in order to carry it into the public treaſury, He had not wiſhed for a 
ſhilling of it, nor had any other idea, at the time, but that the whole belonged, of right, to his | 
country: he had written to this effect to the firſt lord of the treaſury; and, therefore, in all he 
had done for the preſervation of the property at St. Euſtatius, it was. for his country, and not 
for himſelf, that he had been acting.— It was pretended that he had permitted the ſtores and 
proviſions to be conveyed to the enemy, directly, or circuitouſly through the neutral iſlands: 


but this was the very reverſe of the fact; as he had given orders that none of the ſtores or 1 
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viſions mould be ſold, but ſent to his Majeſty's yard at Antigua. 80 very ſtrict had he been in 
this reſpect, that he was not ſatisfied with examining the clearance of every ſhip which went out, 


he had alſo cauſed her to anchor under his ſtern, and had her examined by commiſſioned of- 


kcers; and, if ſhe had more proviſions on board than were neceſlary for the voyage, they were al- 
ways taken out. As to the charge brought againſt him, that he had remained-inaQiae for three 


months at St. Euſtatius, his anſwer was, that matters of the higheſt conſequence had made his- 


preſence abſolutely requiſite ; and though he had ſtaid no inconſiderable length of time upon the 
illand, he took care to keep the fleet in active ſervice, and planned ſuch enterprizes as he ima- 

gined would have proved of infinite advantage to Great Britain. One of theſe was an expedi- 
tion againſt Surinam, and another againſt Curaſſoa; but when the ſquadrons for this purpoſe 

were on the point of failing, he received intelligence that a numerous fleet of French merchant 
men, under convoy of 12 ſhips of the line, were obſerved to be ſteering towards Martinico. 
This circumſtance immediately determined him to relinquiſh all thoughts of attacking two 

ſettlements, which, though of great value and importance, were of leſs conſequence than the 

advantages which muſt have followed the ſucceſs of intercepting the French convoy, and pre- 
venting the junction between their fleet, then on its courſe from Europe, and their naval ar- 

mament then at anchor in Fort Royal Bay. For theſe purpoſes, he inſtantly diſpatched a 
powerful ſquadron to Martinico, having directed that they ſhould blockade the whole iſland, 
xc. The conduct of this enterprize was committed to Sir Samuel Hood, an officer. of known 
ſkill and intrepidity, and the ſubſequent miſcarriage of the expedition would not juſtify the 
leaſt unpleaſant reflection on that brave commander, who, as far as unexpected incidents per- 
mitted, had done his duty to the utmoſt. With reſpe& to Tobago, the Admiral added, that 

the loſs of the iſland was not his fault; as even the guns that he had ſent the year before for 
its defence had never been mounted. As to the charge which laid the unſucceſsful conclufion 

of the campaign in the Cheſapeak to his ill- conduct, he obſerved, that conſidering the great 
convoy which De Graſſe had under his charge, the ſeaſon. of the year, and the crazy ſtate of 
many of his ſhips, it was not to be expeRed. or ſuppoſed, but that he would ſend the greater- 
part of his fleet along with the merchantmen to France; and it was fauly to be preſumed, that 
he would have only retained thoſe which were in condition to undergo the American ſervice : 
but, independent of theſe circumſtances, Admiral Hood's force was equal to its object, which 
was all a commander in chief had to conſider; for if Admiral Graves had kept his ſquadron 
entire, and had met Admiral Hood, as was expected, at the Cheſapeak, they would not only 
have been in poſſeſſion before De Graſſe's arrival there, but they would have encountered him 
with a ſufficient force, aided by the great advantages which ſuperior ſituation: would have af- 
forded them. But if the expreſſes which were ſent to New Vork, to give notice of the mo- 

tions of Monſieur de Grafle, or of Admiral Hood's deſtination. to the Cheſapeak, were taken 
by the enemy or otherwiſe detained, it was a misfortune to be regretted, but which could not: 
be foreſeen. or prevented. 


Such was the ſubſtance of Sir George Rodney" s defence, who was followed on 3 the 


fame ground by Major General Vaughan. That officer alſo denied, in the moſt ſolemn 


manner, his having any ſhare or concern in the depredations and outrages alleged to have been 
committed. That fo far from. having authorized any degree of violence or cruelty, he liſten- 
ed, with the moſt rigid impartiality, to all complaints whatever, and endeavoured to give the- 
aggrieved parties all the redreſs in his power. He declared, that he had not gained one ſingle 
ſhilling, directly or indirectly, in conſequence of the re e at St. Euſtatius. One of 
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the reaſons for locking up the warehouſes in that iſland was, he ſaid, to prevent SE IT 
from which the troops were with difficulty reſtrained, Fire too, he added, was to — 
in a place, where many diſaffected people lived, and who thought themſelves eee ma 
confiſcation of their property for treaſon, As to the Jews, he obſerved, jt was evident the) 


could not have been ſo ill treated as had been repreſented, becauſe he had received an addreſz 


ſigned by the rulers and warden of that people, in which they expreſſed their gratitude for the 
clemency and goodneſs which he had exerciſed towards them. A large majority of the Houſe 
of Commons was ſatisfied with the juſtification offered by the captors of St. Euſtatius, and Mr. 
Burke's motion for the propoſed enquiry, was negatived upon à diviſion, by a majority 
of 163 to 89. | | $ 

In this buſineſs the commanders certainly a&ed for the advantage of their country, accord. 
ing to the policy of war. Under the influence of a patriot and profeſſional zeal they confider. 
ed the general objects of the ſervice, without ſufficiently adverting to the rights of individuals: 
they either forgot, or were not informed, that, in ſome. of their proceedings, they were violat. 
ing a known law of Great Britain. That the iſland of St. Euſtatius may be truly ſaid to have 
fed the American rebellion, from the convenient, ample and univerſal ſupply of its market,— 
that the inhabitants of it had allied themſelves, in principle and zeal, with the enemies of 
Great Britain, and that among them were to be found Britiſh ſubjects, or their agents, who 
ſuffered the baſer gains of trade to extinguiſh in their breaſts the patriotiſm of commerce, is of 
incontrovertible notoriety : but St. Euſtatius had been a neutral iſland, as it were, to the mo- 
ment of its capture; and however wrong or injurious the conduct of ſuch Britiſh . merchants 
might ſeem to a commander of a fleet or army, who ſaw, and had, perhaps, experienced the 
evils ariſing from it, the former, in this particular inſtance, appear to have acted under the 
protection of that law which is ſuperior to any naval or military juriſdiction, and which will 
Juſtify adequate claims of reparation from thoſe who have improperly exerciſed ſuch extra-judi- 
cial authority. Such claims were actually made, and the ſituation of the different parties will 
appear from the following memorial, which, ſome time ſubſequent to this period, was preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty by Lord Rodney, | 

That your Majeſty having been pleaſed by your royal proclamation of the 2oth of De- 
cember, 1780, to order hoſtilities to be commenced againſt the Dutch, your memorialiſt, on 
the 28th of January following, being then at Barbadoes, received your Majeſty's command for 
ſubduing the power of the Dutch in the Weſt India ſettlements, and the reduction of St, Eu- 
Natius ; which, with the greateſt alacrity and expedition, he prepared to pay obedience to, and 
accordingly the fleet under, his command, with the land forces commanded by Major General 
Vaughan on board, failed for St. Euſtatius, and on the 3d of February reduced that rich and 
valuable iſland, with all its dependencies, naval and military ſtores, effects and property to 2 
very conſiderable amount to your Majeſty's government. | 

„It would be impoſſible for your memorialiſt to deſcribe the enormities which were prac- 
tiſed in that ifland, under pretence of its being a neutral port; your Majeſty's open and avow- 


ed enemies were ſupplied with naval and military ſtores, cordage, ammunition, proviſions, 


and all other commodities, which the laws of nations univerſally prohibit neutral powers from 
providing for either of the contending parties. The rebellion of your Majeſty's American 
ſubjects was there fomented and encouraged, and Engliſh merchants diſhonoured themſelves 
by becoming Dutch burghers, and leaguing with them in a conduct which proved ruinous to 


their country, and which will ever be an indelible ſtain upon thoſe who were . 
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1 60 ſuch treaſonable tranſactions; and hate ver may be the fate of thoſe who were the inſtruments 
of Providence in the puniſhment of ſuch enormities, poſterity will rejoice to find ſo much 
villainy did not paſs unpuniſned. mene ebhah F 
.« Your Majeſty's memorialiſt further humbly repreſents, that when by his ſecret intelli- 
gence, the intercepting letters, and getting poſſeſſion of books and papers, he diſcovered the 
nature of the traffic and correſpondence carried on by the inhabitants of St. Euſtatius, he 
ſhould not have thought he had diſcharged the duty he owed your Majeſty and the ſlate, had 
he not made a ſeizure of every kind of property, except ſuch as could be ſhewn to be legally 
imported directly from Great Britain: under this impreſſion, your memorialiſt thought that 
men guilty of ſuch perfidy and treaſon had no right to be treated as reſpectable people: they 
were allowed no terms,—they deſerved none ;—their perſons were made priſoners of war, 
their property forfeited to your Majeſty ; and their magazines, filled with proviſions, naval 
and other ſtores, intended for the uſe of your Majeſty's enemies and rebellious ſubjeAs, were 
ſeized : but your memorialiſt uſed his beſt endeavours to diſcriminate between the innocent 
and guilty; to the latter he ſhewed no favour, becauſe he thought they deſerved none, though 
the former were treated with all the reſpect due to innocence ; and to them their property was 
ordered to be returned, as will moſt evidently appear from the orders given by your memo- 
rialiſt to the ſeveral agents. He conſidered it as the duty of a 'Britiſh Admiral implicitly to 
obey the commands of his ſovereign,” and to do juſtice to his country. He felt that his ſo- 
vereign and his country were inſulted by the Dutch harbouring ſuch traitors, that her juſtice 
was eluded, and her laws trampled upon by her treacherous ſubjeAs, and he thought it his 
duty to vindicate their honour and puniſh the guilty; and he has the heartfelt ſatis faction to 
reflect, that theſe motives alone actuated his conduct, and that ſelf-intereſt had no influence 
in the direction of his actions. He confidered, that the produce of the capture ought to go 
to the public revenue of his country, —he had no claim to any part of it, —nor did he deſire it: 
he thought himſelf happy, and ſufficiently rewarded, in having executed effectually your Ma- 
jeſty's commands, and in having been the humble means of bringing thoſe traitors to puniſh- 
ment for the treaſon they had committed againſt your Majeſty, and the injuries they had done 
their country, ; | N | 
** Your memorialiſt further humbly repreſents to your Majeſty, that his conduct was not 
only thus ſanctioned by his own feelings, but he had alſo the ſatisfaction of receiving a letter 
trom Lord George Germaine, then one of your Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, figni- 
tying your Majeſty's royal and moſt gracious approbation of his conduct, and of your Majeſ- 
ty's moſt generous gift of all the property of the enemy, captured in thoſe iſlands, to your 
navy and army, for their ſole uſe and benefit; though previous to your Majeſty's moſt royal 
and bountiful gift, moſt of, the produce of the Weſt Indies and America, found at St. Euſta- 
tius, was ſhipped on board the Dutch ſhips taken in the road of St. Euſtatius, and ſent under 
convoy to England, to abide your Majeſty's pleaſure ; but unfortunately moſt of thoſe ſhips 
were taken by a French ſquadron in the mouth of the Britiſh Channel. | 
** Your memorialiſt further begs moſt humbly to repreſent to your Majefty, that after theſe 
undoubted marks of your royal approbation of his conduct, it was with aſtoniſhment and in- 
expreſfible concern he learnt, that innumerable actions were commenced againſt him for doing 
his duty; but his aſtoniſhment was greatly increaſed indeed, when he found thoſe claims were: 
attended to with ſucceſs, and that your Majeſty's law officers were not ordered to protect or 
defend him; it is therefore ſufficient to ſtate generally to your Majeſty, that claims have been 
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* 


_— 


_ - 


2 TWTSTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL .DEBDVCTION 


advanced againſt your memorialiſt and. the captors, to the amount of 


which have been allowed, and the reſt liable to be decided agreeable to the ſame * i 


cal ſtitution to the claim. 
ants, not to the amount of the ſales, but according to the full original value or prime coſt 


with charges, freight, and inſarance,; the conſequences of ſuch decrees are, that the reſtitution 
awarded, is near three-fourths more than the value received, and the- captors thereby made 
liable to pay many thouſand pounds more than the capture. 80 

« Your memorialiſt further humbly repreſents to your Majeſty, that from his having zeal. 
ouſly endeavoured to diſcharge his duty to your Majeſty and his country, his private fortune 
is attacked in order to comply with the ſentence obtained againſt him and the captors, and the 
property which your Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow on him, as a reward for his long 
and faithful ſervices, and for the ſupport of thoſe honours your Majeſty has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to confer on him, is liable to be wreſted from him by thoſe very men, whoſe treaſon. 
able practices he once had the means of proving in the face of his country: and your memo- 
rialiſt, who, on the concluſion of the war, was in hopes, by the bounty of your Majeſty, to 
have been enabled to ſpend the latter end of his life in peace, affluence and dignity, has, ever 
ſince the year 1781, been harraſſed by conſtant litigations, which has not only filled his mind 
with perpetual ſolioitude, but ruined his health and impaired his conſtitution; and though, in 
conſequence of your Majeſty's moſt gracious and generous gift of the property captured at St. 


Euſtatius, your memorialiſt had formed plans and entered into conſiderable engagements for 


the ſettlement of his fortune, and the advantageous eſtabliſhment of his family, yet the late 
decifions againſt him, and thoſe which may ſhortly follow, (unleſs preyented) have entirely 
put an end to ſuch pleafing proſpects; his engagements are forfeited, and his views fruſtrated; 


| theſe are conſequences which your Majeſty_cannot fail to perceive muſt be prejudicial to your 


memorialiſt in the higheſt degree, and which may poſſibly end in the ruin of himſelf and 
family. | ; | | | 

In fuch a ſituation, your memorialiſt would be totally deſtitute of hope, was it not that he 
has the firmeſt reliance upon the goodneſs, juſtice and magnanimity of your Majeſty; fully 
convinced, that a man who has to the utmoſt of his ability and power, during a long and 
active life, endeavoured to forward your Majeſty's and the general intereſts of his country, — 
who has at all times chearfully complied with the orders of his ſovereign, and executed them 
in ſuch a manner as to receive his royal approbation, will ever meet that ſupport, encourage- 
ment, and relief from your Majeſty, which his ſituation may lay him under the neceflity of 
ſoliciting from your royal goodneſs. | 

« Your memorialiſt therefore, with due ſubmiſſion, proſtrates himſelf at your royal feet, 
and beſeeches your Majeſty will be pleaſed to take his caſe into your confideration, and afford 
him ſuch protection and relief, as muſt prevent his falling a ſacrifice, for having executed that 
duty he owed the beſt of Kings and his injured country. "LIM | 

+ (Signed, ) ROD N E V.“ 


On the 12th of December, a very important motion was made in Parliament by Sir James 


| Lowther, which occaſioned a very long and intereſting debate. That gentleman's motion Was, 


« That it ſhould be reſolved by that Houſe, that the war carried on againſt the colonies and 
plantations of North America had been ineffeCtual to the purpoſes for which it was under- 
taken, of affording protection to his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects there, and of defeating tlie hoſlile 
intentions of our confederated enemies; and that it was alſo the opinion of that Houſe, that 
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all further attempts to reduce the Aubert to obedience, by force, 88884 be ineffectual, and 


muſt be injurious to this country, by weakening her powers to reſiſt her ancient and conſe- 


derated enemies.” This motion was rejected by a majority of 220 to 199. The miniſter, 


however, had little reaſon to exult in his ſucceſs, as it was ſufficiently apparent, from the 
numbers who voted againſt adminiſtration, that the uninfluenced ſenſe of that Houſe was 
clearly and deciſively againſt any further proſecution of the American war. On the 20th of 
the ſame month, the Houſe was adjourned to the 22d of January, 1782. | 

The French having failed this year in their hoſtile defigns in the Channel, were reſolved 
to give the fulleſt ſupport to thoſe which were proſecuting elſewhere. Large reinforcements of 
troops and great quantities of proviſions, and naval and military ſtores, were with all diligence 
prepared for the various parts of the world where the war was waging. . The convoy was ſo 
numerous, and of ſuch value and importance, that M, de Guichen was employed to accompany 
jt till out of danger of being intercepted, with twenty of the largeſt ſhips of the line that could 
be provided, Theſe preparations, however, did not eſcape the vigilance of the Britiſh miniſ- 
try. A ſtrong ſquadron was diſpatched under Admiral Kempenfelt, to cut off this convoy, 
the arrival of which at the different places of its deſtination, would have proved highly inju- 
rious to the Britiſh intereſts in thoſe parts. He fell in with it on the 12th of December, and 
the tranſports having been parted from the men of war by a violent ſtorm, he was enabled to 
capture above 20 of them ;—the want of frigates prevented the taking of many more. Moſt 
of the remaining part of the convoy was, in conſequence, diſperſed, and obliged to put back, 
Admiral Kempenfelt, on reconnoitring the force of the enemy, found it ſo ſuperior to his 
own, as he had but 12 ſhips of the line, that he very wiſely declined the conteſt and' withdrew 
into port. The value of the prizes he had taken was very confiderable : they were laden with 
all kinds of articles requiſite for the land and ſea ſervice, and with all manner of proviſions and 
neceſſaries. Near 2000 ſoldiers and failors were alſo made priſoners. But notwithſtanding 
the greatneſs of the diſappointment to France by the loſs of ſuch a material part of this convoy, 
the facility with which, as it was aſſerted, the whole might have been captured, and the heavy 
blow that would thereby have been given to the enemy, occaſioned no ſmall degree of public 
diſcontent, Had a ſufficient ſtrength been employed, a victory of the moſt decided conſe- 
quence might have been gained; and, inſtead of part of the convoy, the whole would, pro- 
bably, have been taken, together with the fleet by which it was accompanied. 

We have already related, that the ſpirited exertions of the volunteer aſſociations of Ireland, 
had occaſioned a juſt attention to be paid to the grievances of that kingdom, that ſome liberal 
laws in favour of the Iriſh trade and commerce were paſſed by the Parliament of Great Britain, 


and that the people. of Ireland, after having armed for the defence of their country againſt 


foreign enemies, wiſely reſolved to deliver themſelves from domeſtic evils, and from every 
ſpecies of miniſterial oppreſſion, and to obtain ſome important conſtitutional reformations. 
They even determined to aſſert the independence of their own Parliament on that of Great 
Britain ; and they repeatedly declared, in public meetings, that no Parliament, but the Par- 
ns of Ireland, was competent to make laws for the government of that kingdom, 

On the 13th of November, in this year, Mr. Grattan moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
explain, amend, and limit the mutiny act; but this motion was rejected by a great majority: 
in ſhort, it appeared that the Iriſh Parliament was, ſomehow or other, by no means fo dif- 


poſed to promote the conſtitutional reformations now in agitation, as the people at large. But 


in conſequence of the ardor by which the Iriſh nation was actuated, to obtain ſome conſtitu- 
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1781 tional reformation, in the courſe of this year, in various county meetings, 


tions. They alſo inſtructed their repreſentatives. to exert their utmoſt efforts, 


_ cient right of legiſlation, by a final extinction of the unconſtitutional powers of the P. 


juſtice. | 
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n in d ee. 83, and meetings of 
their armed aſſociations, the ſupremacy of the Britiſh Parliament was denied in public. reſolu 


s i . og. for the promo. 
tion of every meaſure that might tend to eſtabliſh the independence and excluſive competenc 
of their own legiſlature; to labour to reſtore to the Lords and Commons of Ireland their 76 
Council, as introduced by Poynings law; to give their ſtrenuous ſupport to an habeas A 
act; to provide for the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, by ſecuring the independence of the 
judges ; to aboliſh all ſuch places and penſions as neither rewarded public virtue, nor promote. 
ed public ſervice; and to uſe their beſt endeavours to obtain a limited mutiny bill, inſtead ot 
the preſent. The zeal and activity with which their aſſociations continued to arm and exer. 
ciſe themſelves, evinced alſo their determination to aſſert their rights, and enforce their claims, 
if it ſhould be neceſſary, by a mode of application that ſhould not be diſregarded, 

In the beginning of this year, a financial novelty appeared, whoſe object, execution and 
conſequence claim ſome degree of attention from us. This was a work entitled, A Trez.. 
tiſe on the Adminiſtration of the Finances of France, written by Monſieur Necker, DireQor 
General, which was Jaid before the King and cauſed to be printed for the public inſpection. 
In the memorial which he addreſſed to the French monarch on this occaſion, Mr. Necker 
obſerved, that he had been induced to render to his Majeſty a public account of the ſucceſs of 
his labours, and of the actual ſtate of the French finances, by the conſideration, that the noto- 


riety and authenticity of ſuch an account might tend greatly to promote the welfare of his Ma- 


jeſty's affairs. Such a ſtatement of accounts, might alſo put every perſon who was concerned 
in his Majeſty's councils, in a fituation to ſtudy and to attend to the ſtate of the finances; a 
ſpecies of knowledge important in itſelf, and having either conneCtion with or relation to all 
deliberations of moment. He takes notice, that a principal cauſe of the great credit of Eng- 
land was the public notoriety to which the ſtate of her finances was. ſubmitted : this account 
was every year preſented to Parliament, and afterwards printed; and the money lenders, being 
thus regularly made acquainted with the proportion maintained between the receipts and diſ- 
burſements, were not rendered uneaſy by thoſe chimerical ſuſpicions and fears, which were 
the inſeparable concomitants of a more diſguiſed conduct. On the contrary, in France the 
ſtate of the finances had conſtantly been made a matter of myſtery; or, if it was mentioned, it 
was in the preambles of edits, and always at the moment when there was occaſion to. borrow, 
It was, therefore, a matter of great moment to fix the public confidence on a more ſolid baſis. 
The ſovereign of ſuch a kingdom as France, might always, at his pleaſure, maintain the ba- 
lance between his ordinary expences and revenues. The diminution of the former, ever ſe- 
conded by the public wiſh, was in his own hands ; and, when circumſtances required it, the 
augmentation of impoſts was ſubmitted to his power. But the moſt dangerous, as well as 
the moſt unjuſt of all reſources, was that of ſeeking temporary aids in a blind confidence, 
and engaging for loans, without having, either by an augmentation of the revenue, or by 
a retrenchment of expences, provided for the intereſts. Such an adminiſtration, by procraſ- 
tinating the moment of embarraſſment, only encreaſed the evil, and made further advances in 
undermining the precipice; whilſt a different conduct, more ſimple and more liberal, would 
multiply the reſources of the ſovereign, and perpetually reſtrain him from every ſpecies of in- 
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18 1 Mr. Necker divided his account of the French finances into TE parts. T 1 gelte concern- 

ing the actual ſtate of the finances, and all the operations which related to the Royal Treaſury, 
and to public credit; the ſecond was intended to unfold the operations which had united im- 
portant meaſures of ceconomy with great advantages in government; and in the third, he gives ; 
an account of ſome. diſpoſitions and regulations which had lately taken place, and which had 
for their object the general welfare of the people and the welfare of the ſtate. In the latter part 
of this work, Mr. Necker expreſſes his regret, in very ſtrong terms, that, in conſequence of 
the commencement of the war, the introduction of reformations, and-the promotion of ceco- 
nomy, had not been productive of all thoſe beneficial effects to the people, which they might 
have received from them, if peace had been continued. Had no war broken out, many of the 
burthens might have been lightened, their taxes might have been reduced, the national debt 
lefſened, canals opened, trade premoted and extended, new and uſeful eſtabliſhments founded 
in the kingdom, and various bleſſinge communicated to the nation. 

This ſplendid theory, however, has not anſwered to the views of the writer, or the expec- 
tations of the people for whoſe uſe, inſtruction, and, as ſome have thought, for whoſe decep- 
tion it was written. The boaſted reſources of France have not yet diſcovered themſelves ; nor 
have the efforts of public ceconomy given the promiſed credit or plenty to the Exchequer of 
that kingdom. Experience refuſes to fulfil the predictions of Mr. Necker. While the credit 
of France is feeble and languiſhing, that of Great Britain is acquiring new energy, and em- 
bracing new objects. 

The preſent ſtate of Geneva, as it produced ſome commercial projects which will be here- 
after ſtated in this work, cannot be paſſed by without ſome particular notice. That republic, 
which had long enjoyed a great degree of tranquillity and happineſs, was now unfortunately 
involved in much civil diſcord, in conſequence of very violent diſputes of the inhabitants, 
which had taken place between the ariſtocratical and democratical parties. Some of the ma- 
giſtrates and leading men of the republic, appeared much inclined to encroach upon the liber- 
ties of the common people, who, on their part, diſcovered a determined reſolution to oppoſe 
every attempt of this kind. Theſe diſputes occafioned ſome interference of the cantons of 
Zurich and Bern, as well as of the court of France; but this interpoſition ſerved only to in- 
creaſe the-domeſtic troubles of the republic. It was the ariftocratical party that appears to have 
been moſt favoured by the court of France, a 

In the courſe of this year, a letter was ſent to the Magnificoes of Geneva, by. M. de Ver- 
gennes, in the name of the King of France, expreſſing his diſſatisfaction that the cantons of 
Zurich and Bern were not diſpoſed to concur with him in ſentiment, either on the neceſſity 
of a ſpeedy pacification, or the means of procuring it. His Majeſty, therefore, declared, that 
he ſhould leave to the cantons of Zurich and Bern the care of reſtoring peace to the republic of 
Geneva; at the ſame time, cautioning thoſe cantons, not to conſent to any reſolution, which 

might deprave the nature of the government of Geneva, by turning it into a confuſed demo- 
cracy. This would be an innovation, that his Majeſty was intereſted in preventing. The 
French monarch alſo acquainted them, that he would take all the orders of the ſtate of Geneva 
under his protection; and that if any one ſhould attempt any thing againſt the life or liberty of 
any inhabitant of the republic, and the government ſhould fail to employ the neceſſary means 
to puniſh ſuch offender, the King would take that care upon himſelf; as alſo of reſtoring 
among them good order, ſpeedily, and by all means which his power could command. Theſe 
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September, to determine by ballot if it was the ſenſe of the proprietors to increaſe 
dend one-half per cent. which was carried, and raiſed the dividend to fix per cen 
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royal menaces, joined to the Materna diſtorbances of the Republic, could not butcony | 
alarming apprehenſions to the friends of its freedom and independence. © . . 
A general meeting of the Proprietors of Bank Stock was held at the 


Bank, in the wowth of 
their divi. 


t. On 
day following, the proprietors held another general meeting, to confirm the ballot of the * 


ceding day, and alſo to make a call of eight per cent. on the capital ſtock of the compan 
which was agreed to, and to be paid in as follows: J. 
1 Per cent. on the nineteenth of October. 8 
2 Per cent. on the twentieth of December. ; | 
2 Per cent. on the ſeventeenth of January. 
3 Per cent. on the fifteenth of February. 
8 Per cent. which made an increaſe to their capital ſtock of — $62,409 
— Former capital, — 10,780,000 
Encreaſed capital as I 1,642, 400 


oe... 


nn. 


The following is a correct account of the number of houſes in certain towns, laid before the 
Houſe of Commons, in this year, by the tax office. 


Towns. Houſes. | Towns, Houſe, 

Exeter, — 1,474 Newcaſtle, — 2,219 
Plymouth, — 1,510 Briſtol, — 3.24) 
Vork, | _ 2,285 Bath, — 1,173 
Hull, — 1, 370 Ipſwich, — 1,244 
Sheffield, — 2,022 x Birmingham, — 2,201 
Liverpool, — 3-974 Cambridge, — 1,925 
Mancheſter, — 2,519 Oxford, — 2,316 
Norwich, — 2, 302 Dover, — 31103 
Lynn, — 662 Nottingham, — 1,533 
Yarmouth, — 682 Northampton, — 706 
Shrewſbury, —_— 904. | 


The following report of the late Board of Trade is ably drawn up, and conveys much in- 


formation relative to the linen manufacture. From its date it ſhould have found a place under 
the preceding year; but we ſhould not think ourſelves juſtified in with-holding it merely on 
that account, a 


To the RicyuT HonoUR ABLE the LonrDs of the CouMIT TEE of Covuncir ap- 
pointed to confider the IX 18H BILLs, 


My Lords, 
« Your lordſhips having been pleaſed, by your 1 of the 6th inſtant, to refer to us a bill, 
lately tranſmitted from Ireland, intitled, An Act for granting Bounties on the Export of 
the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of this Kingdom, therein enumerated; and for repeal- 
ing the Bounties on Flax Seed imported, and for encouraging the Growth thereof in this 


Kingdom ;” and having required us to report, how far the proviſions of the ſaid bill may . 
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deration accordingly. TS 

« Finding, however, that it od "fs neceſſary to ſeck for much information, not con- 
tained in any papers tranſmitted to us, we deſired the attendance of ſeveral reſpectable mer- 
chants intereſted in the general export trade, and in the linen manufactures of Mancheſter and 


Scotland, as alſo of ſome principal factors concerned in the imports and exports of Iriſh linens, 


and of other perſons converſant in the extenſive ſubjed before us. In the reſult, we now beg 
leave to report to your lordſhips, . 

That thoſe clauſes in the bill which repeal certain wa now payable on imported flax 
ſeed or linſeed, and apply the average annual amount thereof to encourage the growth of flax 
feed and hemp ſeed in Ireland, cannot affect the intereſts of the linen trade of this kingdom, 
and are, ſo far as bounties may in any caſe. be expedient, wiſely and providently applied by 
theſe new proviſions, to promote the intereſt of the Iriſn linen trade. 

« The value of flax ſeed annually imported into Ireland was, in 1773, eſtimated at from 
60,0001. to 80,000L excluſive of this great expence, it is the evident intereſt of that kingdom 


to give every reaſonable encouragement to the internal produce of materials on which her ſtaple 
manufacture depends, and to which her ſoil and climate are peculiarly ſuitable ; and the truſt- 
ing to her foreign importation for the ſupply of flax ſeed, is more eſpecially ineligible, as the 


ſeed ſo imported is faid not to be ſo good and ſo- certain, as that which is raiſed by the Iriſh 
culture, % 


It is conſiſtent with the ſame reaſoning, and equally unconneQed with any ſpecial intereſts; 
of our linen trade, that the bill impoſes a duty of 6d, per gallon on imported linſeed oil, which: 


is chiefly imported from Holland; and applies the produce in aid of the new bounty above- 
mentioned. And here we ſhall'take occaſion to obſerve, that ſuch farther duties as are impoſ- 


ed by the bill for the farther purpoſes therein ſpecified, cannot come within the import of your 
lordſhips general queſtion reſpecting our linen trade; for they conſiſt in an additional charge 


of five per cent. on the produce of all impoſt, exciſe, and cuſtoms inwards, except on tobacco, 


ſugar, hops, and the produce of the Britiſh colonies in America, the Weſt Indies, or the ſet- 
tlements in Africa, whereon any duties may be impoſed, or altered, during the preſent ſeſſion 


of Parliament, and except alſo on any Britiſh-hops or ſugars.. 


We prefume, then, that we have done right in-confining our attention and inquiries to 
the remaining proviſions of the bill, by which bounties are given to certain, ſpecies of Iriſh _ 
linens exported to Africa, America, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, and Minorca; and alſo to 


Iriſh made fail cloth exported to any place except Great Britain. 


«* In examining theſe bounties, we found them in moſt reſpects ſimilar to the bounties- 


granted in Great Britain upon the exportation-of Britiſh or Iriſh linens. There is ſome ſmall. 
difference with regard to linens of 5d: per yard, which are ſo ſtated in the Iriſh bill, in order to 


_ anſwer ours of 5d. Engliſh money, inſtead of being put at 5d. 52, the proportion in Iriſh 


money; in conſequence of which, the bounty given in Ireland is, in a flight degree, higher 
than it is in Great Britain, There is, however, a difference. much more material in the bounty 
on ſail cloth, which, in the Iriſh bill; at 644, upon every three ells, although in England it 
is only 1d. per ell. In other particulars we do not obferve any difference, except in the deno- 
mination of money, for the purpoſe of equalizing the ſeveral bounties, reſpectively, to the 
Proportions. of what are given in this kingdom. 
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ſedt che linen trade of this kingdom, beanie proceeded to rake the ſame into our conſi- 
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- * 29Sx +1260 In taking a review of the laſt· mentioned bevntion which, on the ave 
per cent. in favour of low-priced linens exported, it may not be immateria}-to-{; 
lordſhips the manner in which the Britiſh bounties have operated in favour of tlie 
facture. The firſt bounties on linen exported: took place in wes and the part! from Eng. 


rage, are abou. 12 


ate to your 
Ir ith many. 


* land, of Iriſh linen, intitled to enen e een 
In 1743, ano an enen 40.9 
17535. — — {| | andes 1,039,967 5 
1763, — — —-„% 
m... —T—ũb 2 


This increaſe has been aided alſo by ws duties on the import of * foreign lineng 
Into this kingdom, notwithſtanding that ſuch duties are ſaid to have operated to the Prejudice 
of our own woollen trade, by inducing foreign powers to. lay reciprocal burdens and reſtric. 
tions on our woollen manufactures. The conſequence, however, has been, with reſpect to 
the Iriſh ſtaple, that the general import of Iriſh linens has alſo been increaſed * greatly ; 
for, the Iriſh linens imported into AO. and the Sur roc were, 


— 


| Tard, 
In 1743. — — 4b 6,418,375 
1773. — — | | 17.875561) | 
| 13 | „„ 
Increaſe, 1430 242 


— — 


„ 


That this may be attributed to the ſyſtem of bounties and duties, rather than the general 
incteaſe of our trade, will ſufficiently appear from the proportionable Goorenly 1 in the. import 
and export of foreign linens, compared at the ſame periods. 

« Foreign linens imported into London and the out-ports, were, 


| | Elli. 

In 1743, — — 28,584,503 

1773» — EAN 8,954,049 

Decreaſe, 9,629,854 

« Foreign linens exported from London and the out-ports, were, 

In 1743, — — \\7 9,894,937 

1773. — — 4,385,270 

Decreaſe, 5,509,561 


« Tn order to ſhew further the importance of this conſideration between the two kingdoms, 
it deſerves remark, that the total value of linen cloth exported from Ireland was, 


'T, 
In 1741, 72 — 480, 516 
1751, 9 r 751,993 
1761, — — 803,258 
1771, — 1,691,787 


And it is eſtimated, that about - &ths of that whole export is ſent to Great Britain. 
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- « Having obſerved, that! our ſyſtem of linen bounties and linen duties, a poſſibly, 
in a few caſes, exceptionable in the great ſcale of commercial policy,) has proved an eſſential 
encouragement to the Iriſh ſtaple,” we think it right to add, that it has alſo been the means of 
forcing forwards an extenſive linen manufacture in this kingdom, though ſtruggling under a 
great diſadvantage as to the growth and ſupply of the raw material. | 


„The export of Britiſh linen, intitled to + bounty, was, Fards.. 
„„ ES ee 5579 
F eee ee 641,510 

1763, — 7; — 2, 308, 3 10 

1773. — 5,235,266 


« The increaſe in the exports of Britiſh and Iriſh linens, not intitled to- bounty, has, dur- 
ing the periods above-mentioned, been nearly as great in value, though not in quantity; and 
has been much promoted by the duties on foreign linens, which, when exported, leave behind 
a certain part of the duties paid on importation, and are ſubje& to other cuſtom-houſe charges; 


| ſo that, before they can be re-ſhipped, there is a diſadvantage againſt the foreign manufacturer, 


equivalent from 5 to 6 per cent. 

« On theſe facts your lordſhips will obſerve, 50 England i is the principal market for Iriſh 
linens, to the annual amount in value of more than one million ſterling; and that ſo large a 
ſum is paid by this kingdom, not ſo much for export, as for her own internal conſumption, 
at leaſt 4-5ths of the whole quantity of imported Iriſh linens, and thoſe of the higheſt price, 
being conſumed in England. The other 1-5th only is exported ; your lordſhips will ſee, then, 
that Ireland has a ſolid and permanent market for her linen at preſent, whence ſhe draws 
ſpeedy and certain payments, and 1s thereby enabled to make large returns. And, conſe- 
quently, the export of 1-5th to the places ſpecified in the bill, and the reſulting advantages of 
that export, in a general extenſion of trade, muſt be the ohject of the preſent bill. The trac- 
ing how this may operate in Ireland, will beſt lead us to the probable effects of the meaſure on 
the linen trade of this kingdom, and thereby enable us to throw ſome light on your lordſhips 
enquiry. : 

« From a compariſon of what has been ſtated to us by different gentlemen, whoſe evidence 
we have taken, it does not appear, that the average expence of freight, commiſſion, ware- 
houſing, wharfage, and other incidents attending the import of Iriſh linen into Britiſh ports, 


in order to its export from thence, ought to be eſtimated at leſs than 52 per cent. The boun- 


ties, therefore, being equalized in the two kingdoms, Ireland will be able to export this article, 
under the new opening given to her trade, to an advantage over the Engliſh Drier; equal 
to 57x per cen. : 

This advantage will, for a certain period, be much counterbalanced by the long credits 
which will be neceſſary in the markets to which ſhe muſt go; by the uncertain returns from 
thoſe markets; by the difficulties of ſuddenly diverting any trade from its accuſtomed channel; 
and alſo by the inability of the Iriſh merchants to ſend full and well-afforted cargoes, ſuch as 
are ſent from England, and which include India goods, foreign linens, and the various articles 
of manufacture to be collected from Mancheſter, Birmingham, Sheffield, Norwich, and elſe- 
where, All theſe embarraſſments are likely to bear hard on the firſt adventurers; but means of 
palliating theſe will gradually be found; and it muſt be expected, that an exiſting operative 
advantage, in ſavour of any branch of nw; will ultmately effeQuate its eſtabliſhment. 
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Fo 2781 <6 Under theſe conſiderations we ſee, with forne regret, an experiment t ending ns . 
and hazard a great branch of commercial intercourſe between the two countries, * 
P been highly and reciprocally advantageous. We are convinced too, that this new ſpeculati 
| $ far as it ſucceeds, will operate to the diminution of our export trade, to the oe 
Alſo of the returns for that trade ; and, conſequently, to the prejudice of our navigati and 
of the commercial intereſts in general; but we cannot think that ſuch miſchief; are-ſudden! 
to be expected to any conſiderable extent. 3 | rk | 7 
If, however, contrary to theſe reaſonings, ſuch-a revulfion of trade ſhould take place, it 
may be well to have foreſeen and conſidered how far Great Britain would have ſome remedy 
within her own reach, The foreign manufacturers, notwithſtanding the diſadvantages under 
which they labour by the operation of our bounties and duties, which amount, in their average 
effect, to near 15 per cent. have been able to preſet ve ſome degree of competition, eſpecially in 
the fine linens; a ſmall reduction therefore in thoſe duties would, in the event ſuppoſed, en- 
able this kingdom to ſupply herſelf with linens as cheap as ever, and with advantage to the 
revenue. It might probably, too, obtain in return a larger conſumption of woollen manufac. 
tures and other goods upon the continent of Europe. 

If, however, the firſt effect of the bill in queſtion ſhould tend to raiſe the price of the 
Iriſh: linen, which it probably may, and which we are aſſured has already happened in ſome 
degree, it may be expected, that a larger importation of foreign linens will at once take place 
without any lowering the duties; and this will more particularly happen in the inſtance of 
foreign linens imported for home conſumption, if, by the direct export of low-priced linens 
from Ireland, the Iriſh drapers ſhould no longer be able to make ſuitable aſſortments for the 
Engliſh market. 

The conſequence would be, that the import of Iriſh linens in general would be conſider- 
| ably diminiſhed, and thoſe concerned in the fine branch of the manufacture would ſuffer in 
a their buſineſs. Another conſequence would be, if it ſhould be thought expedient to continue 
the bounties, as at preſent, that the demand from the Britiſh manufactures increaſing much, 
their produce would alſo increaſe in proportion; for it deſerves remark, that, though this king- 
dom carries on her linen trade, ſubject to great and irremoveable diſadvantages, ſhe is ſuppoſed 
at preſent to manufacture more linens than are exported from Ireland, and is therefore in that 
improved ſtate of the buſineſs, which can furniſh a quick ſupply, to any ſudden deficiency ot 
increaſed demand. 7 

« Upon the whole view of the meaſure before us, we are not called upon to form an opi- 
nion, how far its ſudden adoption, though favourable to the intereſts of the Dublin factors, 
and calculated to accelerate and extend the benefits of the North America and Weſt India 
commerce now open to Ireland, is likely to promote the increaſe and ſecurity of the Iriſh ſtaple 
manufacture. With reſpe& to the operations of that meaſure on the linen trade of this king- 
dom, it is neceſſary to advert to the ſtate both of our exports and of our manufactures; and, 
with regard to the firſt, we ſubmit to your lordſhips, that, as far as the direct export of linen 
' from Ireland may take place in conſequence of the bounty now propoſed by Ireland, in ſo 
much will our exports be affected, and the detriment reſulting to our general trade from that 
circumſtance, will be increaſed by the returns made for ſach exports, and by all the collateral 
- conſequences of a proportionable transfer of our navigation and general commerce to the ports 

of Ireland. With reſpect, however, to the operation on our linen manufactures, We think 


them much more likely to be promoted than injured by it; and we truſt, for the reaſons which 
we 


* 
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we have already detailed to your lordſhips, tha tthe latter effeRt may de expetloc "Oy this 


bill, and that the former will not ſpeedily take place to any conſiderable extent. 
„% We ought, before we cloſe this report, to take notice of that part of the bill which ex- 


tends the bounty to the exported checked linens, of which our annual exportation from Lon- 


don and the out- ports, is at preſent to the amount of i 20, oo0l. This valuable branch of trade, 
which is chiefly. ſupplied at prefent by Mancheſter, is certainly liable to be affected by the 
bounty now propoſed in Ireland it has hitherto been ſupported by the vigour and enter- 


priſing ſpirit of our manufacturers, though under the diſadvantage of either purchaſing the raw 


material from Ireland, where it is ſubje& to a duty upon exportation, or from Embden, Ham- 
burgh, and other places, where it is ſold at a high price. It is eaſy, however, to foreſee, that 
Ireland, having the material and the export, muſt gradually and ultimately have gained ground 
in this branch of trade, even without the bounty ; and yet with that advantage it may be doubt- 
ed whether ſhe will ſuddenly ſurmount the various embarraſſments, which ſhe has to encounter, 
and which we have already deſcribed to your lordſhips. 
(Signed), | Cantet, 
X C. F. GREVILLT, 
WILLIAM EpEx, 
Ax p RE STUART, 
E. GiBBox. 
The quantity of linen exported from Ireland to every country, excluſive of Great Britain, 
diſtinguiſhing each country for the year, ending the 25th of March, 1781. 


Tards. 

Eaſt Country, | — —— 29,612 
Holland, — — — 67,826 
Spain and Portugal, — — 108,215 
America, — — 288,973 
Weſt Indies, — | 142,099 


The quantity of linen yarn exported this ſame year to Great Britain, was 37,202 hundred 
weight, value 223, 21 öl. 

The export of frize from Ireland, — this year, was moſtly to America, and amounted 
to no more than 1779 yards, 

Of old drapery, there was imported from Great Britain to Ireland in this) year 326, 578 yards. 
Of new drapery 433, 198 yards. 

t appears from the Cuſtom-houſe books, that there was no exportation of filks or mixtures 
of filks from Ireland, till the year 1781, when there was exported of thoſe articles as follows: 


| 46. oz. 
Ribbands, — — | 13 8 
Manufactured ſilk, — — 490 32 
Thrown, dyed, , — — 25 0 


No cotton yarn, manufactures and mixtures of cotton were ex ported from Ireland previous 
to this year, when the exports were as follows: Cotton, 239 pounds weight; manufactures 
and mixtures of cotton, to the value of 1571. 5s. ; fuſtians, 1, 108 yards. | | 

There were alſo exported from Ireland, during this year, hardware to the value of 161. 38.; 
ironmongers ware to the amount of 2 531. 6s. 3d. ; and 25 hundred _— of * iron. 

Vor. IV. 3D The 


Portugueſe colonies; and the manufacture of Britain and Ireland has not yet rivalled the 
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\ The export of glaſs from Ireland, in 1781, was as follows: 2,894 dozen of bottles "uy 
7 ware to the value of 35l. 8s, 10d. There was no export of glaſs from Ireland peuious 
the year 1780. 455 WI TE WT ĩ os ary 
Importation of ſtockings into Ireland in this year, IS as 
| 18:7. a | | | Pairs, 
Cotton ſtockings, - Wi — — 17,338 
Silk ditto, — — 431 
Silk and thread, — ern | 24 
Silk and worſted, — — 228 
Thread, — — | 29,655 
Woollen, + | — 7 331 
Worſted, — ü — 5.111 
Exportation of ſtockings from Ireland in the ſame period. | 
Thread ſtockings, —— — 432 dozen, 4 pair, 
Woollen, —— —_— m_—_— 297 dozen, 11 pair, 
Worſted, — — 1, 143 dozen, 1 pair. 


The number of hats exported from Ireland in this year, amounted to 1, 404. 

The importation of upholſtery into Ireland, in 1781, was to the value of 4, 80 fl. 138. 1d. 
export of ditto, in the ſame year, was to the amount of 1131. 6s, 8 d. 

The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland in one year, ending at the 25th of 


March, 1781, was as follows: books, bound, to the value of 11. 198. 6d. ; and 15 cwt. 3 qrs. 


14 Ib. weight of books unbound: writing paper, 22 reams. | 
In this year, 147 bounty veſſels were at the fiſhery in Lough Swilly, which is the principal 
herring fiſhery in Ireland: they expended, in the cure of fiſh, 1,914 tons of ſalt ; which falt 
cured in bulk, (allowing 30 maize, or 15,000 fiſh, to one ton of ſalt) 57,420 maize. 
One hundred and ſeventeen veſſels alſo from Liverpool and the Ifle of Man, purchaſed cargoes 
in Lough Swilly for their red-herring houſes. They purchaſed- and royaled, with the falt 


they brought, 49,950 maize or barrels, and paid 12, 4871. 10s. 
* 


The value of the total imports from Great Britain into Ireland, this year, was 24,432,417 
Whereof the growth, product, or manufacture of Great Britain, amounted to 1, 486, 317 


Remains of foreign, —— 946, 100 
Whereof African, American and Afiatic, about — — 800,000 
Remains of other countries — 146,100 


In this year Portugal prohibited the importation of printed linens from Treland, and even 
ordered ſuch parcels as were then in the Cuſtom-houſe to be ſent out of the Kingdom. 5 
The Portugueſe make a good deal of common linen, and coarſe kind of table linen for theit 


own conſumption, nor is their demand for fine linen from other countries conſiderable, —T he 


French white linens imported into Portugal in 1776 and 1777, amounted only to 20,000 


Pieces, and the Cambrayas were not ſo much : but the chief. importation is of narrow Britan- 


nias from Hamburg, amounting in 1777 to near 200,000 pieces : theſe are conſumed in the 
m 
3 10 
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4 in cheapneſs. Iriſh linens pay in proportion to thoſe of France as 209") is to oy the Iriſh 


being imported as Olanda contrafata, or counterfeit Hollands. 

An account of goods and merchandize, being the growth, product, or aſus of Afi, 
imported into Great Britain, and from thence exported to the kingdom of Ireland, from the 
25th of March, 1780, incluſive, to the 25th of March, 1781. 5 


DENOMINATIONS. a QuaxTITY. * VALUE. 
| Et Lbs. Yards. EET $62 bt; 

Stained Callico, — — 1,585 396 5' oO 
White ditto, — — 402 e 
Muſlin, — —— 74, 2205 12,370 1 8 

India Silks and Stuffs, —V — — 315 0 
Drugs, — — En ——— 7,077 1 9 
Cinnamon, — 7,323 — — 2,929 4 © 
Cloves, — — 1,943 — 971 10 0 
Mace, — — 1,944 — 1,620 © o 
Nutmegs, — — 7.76 — 3.588 0 0 
Pepper, — — 53727 — — 3,581 16 0 
Piemento, — — 555 — 27 15 0 
Rice, — 33 85.799 A bog 9 1+ 
Saltpetre, — — 102, 116 — 2,279 7 6 
China raw Silks, — 68,429 — 68,429 © o 
Bohea Tea, — 1,224, 506 — 122,450 12 © 
Green ditto, — 517,127 155,138 2 © 


China ware is omitted in this account, WY confounded with earthen ware from 
England. 

The following is an exact account of the woollen cloth made in the Weſt Riding of York- 
ſhire, from March 1780, to March 1781; with the amount of the increaſe from the twelve 


months preceding that period: 


Broad cloth, —102,118 pieces, containing 3,099,127 yards: increaſed this year, 7,593 pieces, 
containing 399, 496 yards. 

Narrow cloth, —98,721 pieces, containing org 397 yards: increaſed this year, 11,412 Pieces, 
containing 100,073 yards. 

In this year above 50,000 tons of iron were imported from Ruſſia and Sweden: but the 
importation yearly from the former of theſe places, dees not exceed 26,000 tons; and from 
the latter, 16,000 tons, on an average of the laſt twelve years. : 

The quantity of indigo imported this year into England from the Eaft Indies cSuAtes to 


24,31) lbs. 


The following quantity of Britiſh and Dutch ſhipping paſſed the Sound, to and from the 


, Baltic, during the three following years :;— 


1779 Britiſh, — 1651 Dutch, — 2075 
1780 Ditto, — 1701 Ditto — 2058 
17 Dies tne; («oe Di — 9 5 


The Britiſh ſhipping that went to Hamburg, and other parts of the north, was alſo very 
conſiderable : but of the 2001 Britiſh ſhips ſaid to have paſſed the Sound in 1781, the real 
amount was not, probably, much above 1000; the greater part having made two voyages. 
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10 * ua 4 1781 The imterception of the large fleet under the convey of Admiral Zoutman, and 
quent blockade of the Dutch ports, fufficiently accounts for the 
trade of Holland to the Baltic daring this year; the neutral po 
fiderable advantages from this circumſtance ; as they, by this means, became the 
riers in the Dutch and French commerce. Many of the Datch merchantmen 
Imperial, Swediſh, Pruſſian, Ruſſian, or Daniſh colours; and ſome Engliſh ſhi 
by which they ſaved conſiderably in the premium of inſurance,- 


the ſubſe. 
apparent annihilation of the 
wers, conſequently, reaped con- 
principal car. 
went alſo under 
ps did the lame, 


The number of ſhips employed from England in the whale-fiſhery to Davis's ſtraits and the 


Greenland ſeas, during the courſe of this year, amounted to 34; the bounty at 408. 


per ton, 


In conſequence of the war, the Dutch had no ſhips on that fiſhery. 
An account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and Scotland. 


EXPORTED. IMPORTED, 
1781. Britiſb Foreign 17%. Quarter. 
ENGLAND. © rs. irs. ENGLAND, 
Wheat, 3 "TIE 2,294 1,726 Wheat, * 143,772 
Wheat Flour, &c. 86,045 3,536 Wheat Flour, 15,9024 
Rye, — 2, 550 150 Rye, . 10,43 
Barley, — 21,711 — Barley, — 56 
Malt, — 107,928 — 8 
Oats, — 7,992 18,215 Oats, — $5,502 
Oatmeal, _ 8,503 116 Oatmeal, — 367 
Beans, — 1 5,248 . 430 Beans, — 3,244 
Peas, — 2,826 290 Peas, — 14, 508 
SCOTLAND. SCOTLAND. 
Wheat, — 82 — Wheat Flour, — 99 
W heat Flour, 9,336 — Oats, — 53,516 
Barley and Bear, 15,588 — 
Barley Meal, — 1999 — 
Barley hulled, — 82 — 
Malt, — 55040 — 
Oats, — 1,171 — 
Oatmeal, : 5660 — 
Peas and Beans, 550 — | 
| cut. rs. Ib. « ewt. qrs, lb, 
Biſcuit, — 6,383 1 0 Biſcuit, — 43 © 27 


The bounties and drawbacks on corn and grain exported from England in this year, amoun- 
ted to 26,0631. 13s. 05d. ' | 

The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the ſame 
period, was 5,6531. 10s, 94d. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 472) 5l. 48. 9d.; and, in en they 
amounted to 4471. 6s. 33d, | 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ſtandard Wincheſter buſhel, for 
this year, was as follows :;— | 


Wheat, 58. 7d. ; rye, 38. 44d. ; : barley; 28. 13d, ; ww IS. 81d. ; beans, 28. 101d. 


The 
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1087 57759 557 57727157 114056 557 54% 40 54 4 4 
E 1055 562 $77\5S $5 557 7015 118884 $4+| 545 140%} 544} 1 [135 
wank; 1188 57 1 — 59,7 70711745 1276 0031574 : 1554577 5 137 
1992575 585— 5 74157 114507 $57 85717 54 Par. 124 
April, 1088085 584 — 587 154 7s 127 $7815 $74 I4 4411 1 
1087 57315921 |585|725] 1075 1235|— |575|507|144z| 54:1 3 113 
ay, (1187 8 l e [= [1475|S74|15 | gt 
f 1104/5 671(—, 88737075 185844547 E e 
June, {113 587 597574 2 74 177 127 [587 597585 145 5571 11484 
1125757458760 —— 7347 124 |57z| 5331575|1435| 55% 9 1058 
July, 145 5857 — 57774 % 12 85C 88 56 567145 5571 12 |— 
113757 5731) 1 57561 |= 133 558 [10785 
Avguſt, 1252 587 57 56 1575174 [17 12, 577 574 5% 14 550 |11g|— 
11057 567 582 774161 1215 nns 100 17 
II9 57/57 — 1578s|73+| 195 |12F IF g T| 14 $58 2 [IF 
Hm { 113 57456 — 5673116 61a 5) 567 — [138 [— | 1dif. 1172 
Ogg ober, * 557 565567 58 [733] 104 127 55 564 56 140453 S pr. [124|— 
1085 584/557 54 567 702/16 [125 544 57 —, 384527 2 114|— 
Novemb, 105 58 58 56 577731618 123 5⁰ 567 555 1414537 5 18 — 
1074 4TH 5555 701 125554 55551384 525 | 4 diſ. 103 — 
Decemb. 1 57757567 577212785577 56142 557 pr. [12 — 
1 110 56807 5615) % 141 1643|12.2:|554| 855840138 531 3 [115 |— 
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The following are the variations of the _ fands an this year, with the higheſt and 
loweſt prices : 2 2 to each month. 


_—— 


As _ . a 
— — —— — — „ ( * * * * * 


* | reduc cat _ 25 56 1777 . 1778 | an. | Am. 171 . As. Bonds. Bill. 


— ——— — —— 1 — — — —— 


January, {199 577 oor 55 57 isn, 595155 $45 |1485 557168. pr. 133 


F 


The following bills relative to trade and commerce received the royal aſſent in the ſeſſion of 
Parliament which commenced on November 1, 1780, and was prorogued on the 18th of July, 
1781: 


A bill for the better ſupply of mariners to ſerve in his Majeſty's ſhips of war, and on board 
merchant-ſhips, 

For extending the proviſions of three acts made in the 18th, 19th, and 20th years of his 
preſent Majeſty's reign, with reſpect to bringing prize-goods into this kingdom; to prizes 
taken from the States-General of the United Provinces; for declaring what goods ſhall be 
deemed military or ſhip ſtores ; for regulating the ſale of, and aſcertaining the duties upon, 
Eaſt India goods, condemned as prize in the port of London; for permitting the purchaſers of 
prize-goods condemned abroad, to import ſuch goods into this kingdom, under the like re- 
gulations and advantages as are granted by law to the captors themſelyes ; and for reducing 


the duties on foreign prize tobacco. 


For the encouragement of ſeamen, and the more ſpeedy? and effectual manning of his Ma- 
jeſty's navy. 
For further continuing an act made in the 19th year of his preſent Majeſty, for allowing 


the importation of fine organzined Italian thrown filk, in any ſhips or veſſels, for a limited 
time. 


For raiſing a certain ſum by way of annuities and a lottery, and for conſolidating certain 
annuities, &c. 


For 


* 
yo — — 


AN HISTORICAL: AND CaARONOLOGICAT/ DEDUCTION 


For repealing the diſcounts and abatements upon certain foreign goods, and for grins | 
additional duties upon tobacco and ſugar imported into Great Britain. a8 

For granting to his Majeſty an additional duty upon the produce of the ſeveral dutie 
the management of the reſpective commiſhoners of the exciſe in Great Britain. 

To permit the importation of flax and flax-ſeed into this kingdom and Ireland, 'in any ſhi 
or veſſel belonging to any kingdom or ſtate in amity with his Majeſty, navigated with 5 
mariners, during the preſent hoſtilities. | 

For repealing the preſent duties upon paper, paſte-boards, mill-boards, and dale bo, 
made in Great Britain; and for granting other duties in lieu thereof. | 

For permitting goods the product or manufacture of certain places within the Levant or 
Mediterranean ſeas, to be imported into Great Britain or Ireland, in Britiſh or foreign veſſels, 
from any place whatſoever ; and for laying a duty on cotton and cotten wool imported into 
this kingdom, in foreign ſhips or veſlels, during the preſent hoftilities. 

To permit, during the preſent hoſtilities, the importation of goods the FAC of the plan- 
tations of the crown of Portugal, into Great Britain and Ireland, in Portugueſe veſſels ; and 
the importation of certain other goods therein mentioned, in any neutral ſhips or veſſels, 

To continue ſeveral laws relating to the opening and eſtabliſhing certain free ports in the iſland 
of Jamaica; for allowing the free importation of ſago powder and vermicelli from his Majeſty's 


es under 


- colonies in North America; for the free importation of raw hides and ſkins from Ireland and 


the Britith plantations in America; for the exportation of proviſions, goods, wares, and mer. 


chandize, to certain places in North America, which are, or may be under the protection of 
his Majeſty's arms ; and from ſuch places, to Great Britain, and other parts of his Majeſty's 
dominions, &c. | 

For continuing and amending an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, entitled, An 
act for appointing and enabling commiſſioners to examine, take, and ſtate the public accounts 
of the kingdom ; and to report what balances are in the hands of the accountants, which may 
be applied to the public ſervice, and what defects there are in the preſent mode of reyiewing, 
collecting, iſſuing, and accounting for public money; and in what more expeditious and 
effeQual, and leſs expenſive manner, the ſaid ſervice can, in future, be regulated and carried 
on for the benefit of the public.“ | | 

To direct the payment into the Exchequer of the reſpective balances remaining in the hands 
of ſeveral perſons therein named, and for indemnifying the faid perſons and their repreſenta- 
tives againſt all future claims relating thereto, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 

For continuing the encouragement and reward to perſons making certain diſcoveries for 
aſcertaining the longitude at ſea, or making other uſeful diſcoveries and improvements in 
navigation, and for making experiments relating thereto. 

For eſtabliſhing an agreement with the Eaſt India Company for the payment of the ſum of 
400,000). for the uſe of the public, for granting the ſaid Company, for a further term, the 
ſole and excluſive trade to and from the Eaſt Indies; and for eſtabliſhing certain regulations 
for the better management of the ſaid Company, as well in India as in Europe, and for re- 


cruiting the military forces of the ſaid Company. 


Alſo a bill for explaining and amending ſo much of the on act as relates to the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice in Bengal, under a judgment of the Supreme Court of Judicature and 
alſo for indemnifying the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, and all officers who have 


acted under their orders or authority, in reſiſtance to * proceſs of the Supreme Court. ; 
ve- 


A» D- 
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For 90,000 ſeamen, including 20, 317 marines, ordnance, & C. 


reduced troops of horſe- guards, &c. 


| 
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' SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year:. 


For the ordinary of the navy, &c. Keck oof abt, 
Towards building and repairing ſhips of war, * 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 


For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. 
Ditto for the ſea ſervice, 
Ordnance extraordinaries of 1781, 
Ditto of 1780, 
For compenſation to proprietors of lands near Chatham, 
Ditto of lands near Sheerneſs and Graveſend, 
Ditto of lands at and near Tilbury fort, 
For 30, 666 land-forces, including 4,213 invalids, &c. 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff-officers, &c. - 
For maintaining forces and garriſons out of the kingdom, 
For five Hanoverian battalions ſerving at Gibraltar and Minorca, 
For the charge of 13,472 Heſſian troops and ſubſidy, 
To make good the deficiencies in ſums voted for ditto in 1780, 
For the charge of 4, 300 Brunſwickers, 
For ditto of two regiments of foot of Hanau and ſubſidy, 
Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and ſubſidy, 
For ditto of 1,447 troops of the Margrave of Anſpach, &c. 
For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbſt, with the ſubſidy, &c. 
For proviſions for the foreign troops ſerving in America, 
For artillery for the foreign troops, 
For the militia, and four regiments of fencible men in North Britain, 
For the cloathing of the militia, 
For additional militia companies, &c. 
Ditto of eighty independent companies of foot, 
To make good the deficiency on pay of additional companies, &c. of 
militia, in 1780, 
Ditto on the vote for pay of two battalions of Lord John Murray's 
regiment, in 1780, 
For extra army expences, &c. not provided for by Parliament, 
On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c. 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and mom . of the two 


— — — — — 


— — — — 


— 


For the charge of out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c, 
To Dr. William Smith, for attendance on the fick and deceaſed pri- 
ſoners in the gaols of Middleſex, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, for near 
four years, and for medicines for their uſe, &c. 
To the Levant Company, 


On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 


Far repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 


4. 


4,446, ooo 
386,201 
670, 16 

3.200, ooo 


582,924 


234,000 
252,104. 


447,182 


: 20,67 1 


13,452 


148 
1,049,774 


42,927 
1,488,927 - 


$6,074 
357,203 
6,463 
93,947 


39,597 


17,498 
39,644 
16, 630 
49,373 
27,683 
/ 672,457 
99,079 


6,010 


117,608 


1, 107 
35351, 589 
79,059 
596 
91,604 


1, 200 


8,000 
4994. 
I 3, 000 


O 
11 


16 
13 
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Carried over, 


18,0 3, 868 15 2 
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; a over, a 5 75 
To make good to his „ Mijeſty the like ſam iſlued.by his Majeſty's | 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 22,222 0 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. — 57 910 12 a 
To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts in ig ballaſt | ” 
on the Thames, N i 15,487 1 0 
For the relief of the ſufferers by the violent hurricanes i in the iſland of 
| Barbadoes, — — — — 80, O 0 
Ditto of the iſland of Jamaica, — — — * 40, 00 0 0 
Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerſet Houſe, — 36,207 4 3 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of St. John, — 3.10 0 0 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 2,986 o 0 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 5,099 10 5 
: Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — — 3,9080 v9 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — — 2,900 © 0 
On account of general ſurveys in North America, — 207 © 0 
Towards rebuilding Newgate, — — — 10,000 0 0 
Towards repairing the King's-bench and Fleet pn which were ſet 
- on fire by the rioters in 1780, — 25,000 © 0 
To Mr. H. Philips, for his diſcovery of a certain powder for the deſ- 
truction of inſects, 3,600 0 © 
To ſuch perſons whoſe loſſes by the riots in June 1780, amounted to 
100l. or under, — — — — 57 200 © 0 
To the Bank for diſcounts, and rewards for receiving and paying con- | 
tributions, — 92,375 14 4 
For diſcharging the prizes of the lottery of 1780, — 480,000 o o 
Towards diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, with intereſt, 1,941,849 3 5: 
For diſcharging certain other Exchequer bills, &c. — 1,559,678 1 7 
For ditto, — — — _ 1,033,201 2 9 
Deficiency in the land-tax, — — — 252,978 11 0 
Ditto in the malt - tax, — — — 43.717 2 118 
Ditto of coinage duty, — — — 8,052 4 1 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1758, — — — 30,999 11 2 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, — nu 191,664 7 2 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, — — 193,663 0 14 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, — — — 222,745 4 6 
Ditto of ways and means, 1780, — — as 8,551 8 857 
| * 24,378,324 10 6+ 
For military ſervices, on the vote of credit, — 1,000,000 0 0 


* 3 


Total Supplies, 25,378,324 10 6} 
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The Was and ME avs for raiſing 6K ſupplies. . 
Duty On malt, | — — : 750, ooo ; o o 
Land tax at 4. — — | — 2,000,000 o Oo 
By annuities and lottery, - — — ' — 12, 480, ooo oO 0 
By certain ſurpluſſes of the ſinking fund, — — 2,788,346 19 8 
By Exchequer. bills, — — — — . 4,500,000 © © 
By ditto, * * — — 1,900,000 © o 
By ditto, for the Bank charter, — — 2,000,000 © o 
By money to be paid by the Eaſt India Company, — 400,000 o oO 
By ſurplus of the 2-7ths gd exciſe, | — Sb. 23,708 11 10+ 
By ditto of the fund for life annuities 18 George II. — 40,000 © © 
By ditto of the fund for life annuities 19 WW II. — 56,00 0 o 
Diſpoſeable money in the Exchequer, — 16,879 6 8 
By balances of the late treaſurers of the hd paymaſters of the 
forces, voted 400, oool. but no more paid into the Exchequer than 307,040 3 62 
By balance of the account of Sir William Howe, — 18,723 13 11 
By ditto of the account of Meſſrs. Fonnereau and Burrel, — 1,357 14 © 
By ditto of the account of Sir William Erſkine, . — 77 86 
By part of the balance of the account of the late Mr. Richardſon, $5,000 © © 
By the ſale of lands in the ceded iſlands, — — 5,20 Oo o 
By money ariſen from the ſale of French prizes, . 
By duty on gum Senegal, — — — 228 0 0 
| | — — — 
24.353.857 4 9 
Vote of credit, — 1,000,000 o © 
Total of Ways and Means, — 2 25 35378 75 4 9 
Total amount of Supplies granted, 25.378, 324 10 82 
Total amount of Ways and Means, 253 353,857 4 9 
Deficiency of Ways and Means, — _ 24-467 Ss 114 
The national debt, up to July 1781, amounted to — L. eee Oo O 
The annual intereſt of which was, —— — 6,812,000 o 0 
The following additional taxes were impoſed this year :— | 
Five per cent. on exciſe, except malt, ſoap, candles and hides, L. 150,000 o o 
Diſcount of the cuſtoms, — 167,000 o o 
Tobacco, 124d, per pound, — — 61,000 o o 
Sugar, one halfpenny per pound, —— — 326,000 0 o 
Duty on paper, — — — — 100,060 0 Oo 
Duty on almanacks, — — — 10,000 0.0 | 
Total of new taxes, — L 814,060 oO © 
Vor. IV. 9 Review 
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7765 5 Review Appear taxes, from 1576 to 1781, incluſive:— 8 
98 0 ** Computed | heros per annum, WL Fs by hg 
s Taxzs. n 8 F #7 Þ7 RIM 
KP In 1776 — L. 7000 o'o I 77% — Ae 0 0 
1777 — 242, 000 © © «+ 1780 — 701,616 
1778 — 336,00 o o "TFT — ee, 0 
== Total of ben taxes; ß 6k ehe 0 Oo 
An account of the chriſtenings and burials within the bills of woe in Lobe, from 
December 10, 1780, to December 11, 1781. 
Chriſtened, males 8,774 Buried, males 10,499 
m— females 8,252 — females 10,210 
17,026 _ - 20,709 


1782 orf the great variety of important matter which demands a place in the hiſtory of this year, 
we ſhall begin with a brief ſtatement of ſuch of the parliamentary waniacons of it, as bear a 
more immediate relation to our ſubject. 

The ruinous tendency of the American war was now bade ſo very evident to the whole 
nation, and the miniſtry appeared ſo full of doubt and heſitation as to any future mode of carry- 
ing it on, that it ſeemed to be abſolutely neceſſary for the welfare of this country, that ſome 
effectual means ſhould be employed to put an end to ſuch a fatal conteſt, With this view 
General Conway, on the 22d of February, made the following motion in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, That an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, earneſtly imploring his 
Majeſty, that, taking into conſideration the many and great calamities which had attended the 
preſent unfortunate war, and the heavy burthens thereby brought on his loyal and affectionate 
people, he would be graciouſly pleaſed to liſten to the humble prayer and advice of his faithful 
Commons, that the war on the continent of North America might no longer be purſued, for 
the impraCticable purpoſe of reducing that country to obedience by force: and expreſſing their 
hope, that the earneſt defire and diligent exertion to reſtore the public tranquillity, of which 
they had received his Majeſty's moſt gracious aſſurances, might, by an happy reconciliation 
with the revolted colonies, be forwarded and made effectual; to which great end his Majeſty's 
faithful Commons would be ready moſt cheerfully to give their utmoſt aſſiſtance.“ This mo- 
tion called forth all the powers of both parties. The arguments which had already been 

employed on this ſubject, were now repeated: but it evidently appeared, at the cloſe of the 
debate, that the ſtrength of the miniſtry was in a rapid decline, as the addreſs was. negatived 
by a majority of only one voice: 193 appearing for it, and 194 again it. 

In full confidence of obtaining a decided majority, General Conway renewed his motion on 
the 27th of the ſame month, in a ſomewhat different form. On that day, a petition from the 
city of London was preſented to the Houſe, ſoliciting the Houſe to interpoſe in ſuch a manner, 
as ſhould prevent any further proſecution of the American war: after which, General Conway 
moved, © That it ſhould be reſolved, that it was the opinion of that Houſe, that the further 
proſecution of offenſive war on the continent of North America, for the purpoſe of reducing 


the revolted colonies to obedience, by force, would be the means of weakening the efforts un 
this 
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1782 this country againſt her European enemies, and tend, under the preſent circumſtances, dan- 
gerouſly to encreaſe the mutual enmity, ſo fatal to the intereſts both of Great Britain and A- 
merica ; and, by preventing an happy reconciliation with that country, to fruſtrate the earneſt 
defire graciouſly expreſſed by his Majeſty to reſtore the bleſſings of public tranquillity.” 
Among other arguments that were brought to prove the prodigious diſadvantage attending 

an American war, it was aſſerted that, upon the cleareſt computation, France expended no 
more than 40l. ſterling for every man ſhe had ſent to the affiſtance of the Americans, while 
Great Britain paid no leſs than 100l. This great difference was enhanced to a moſt alarming 
degree, when the diſparity of the numbers maintained by the two contending kingdoms was 
taken into conſideration. At the time of the reduction of the army under Lord Cornwallis, 
the period at which the French troops were moſt numerous in America, they amounted to no 
more than $8000 men, and, at other times, had not exceeded 5050; while the Britiſh forces on 
the American eſtabliſhment, had been paid for at the rate of 70, ooo. | 

The anſwers of adminiſtration were not unaccompanied with ſtrong arguments in ſupport 

of them. The meaſures in contemplation with regard to America, were repreſented as found- 
ed on the moſt obvious expediency. While the colonies continue at war with this country, it 
would be highly imprudent to act as if we were at peace with them : it would betray a timidity 
and a fear of offending them, unworthy the character of the Britiſh nation. It would expoſe 
us to their.contempt, and inſtead of accelerating the work of peace, would incline them to treat 
us with haughtineſs, and to aſſume a ſtile of ſuperiority which would naturally tend to throw 
obſtructions in the way of that reconciliation which was ſo much and ſo univerſally deſired.— 
Such, it was ſaid, ought to be the future plan of acting with the Americans, as to convince 
them, that though the Britiſh nation was willing to be reconciled with the colonies, yet it was 
fully determined not to degrade itſelf, by any mean. or unworthy conceſſions ; but, on the 
contrary, to hold out terms entirely compatible with its honour, as well as advantageous to 
them; and, in the mean time, to preſerve a firm and reſolute conduct, equally removed from 
pride or from fear. | 
It was alſo obſerved by a great law officer, that there were ſeveral obſtacles to be removed in 
order to treat of peace with America, which the Houſe did not ſeem to recolle&. At that mo- 
ment, ſeveral acts of Parliament were in exiſtence, which would prove inſuperable bars to ſuch 
an attempt. He, therefore, recommended a truce, as a neceſſary preliminary ſtep, during the 
continuance of which, the enmity, occaſioned by the violence of the conteſt, might ſubſide, 
and each party, being at leiſure to conſult their real intereſts, might, at length, accede to terms 
of peace; which, having undergone a flow and temperate diſcuſſion, might prove more honour- 
able and advantageous, as well as more likely to ſecure a permanent union, than thoſe reſult- 
ing from ſudden overtures and fimilar acquieſcence. He declared his intention of bringing in 
a bill, with the permiſſion of the Houſe, for theſe purpoſes; and he, in conſequence, moved, 
That the preſent debate be adjourned to the 13th day of the enſuing March.” The Houſe 
divided upon the motion, hen there appeared for it 215, and againſt it 234; ſo that there was 
a majority of 19 againſt the nziniſtry. The original motion was put and carried without a di- 
viſion, The General immediately followed this motion with another for an addreſs to the 
King, in which his Majeſty was ſolicited to put a ſtop to any further proſecution of offenſive 
War againſt the colonies. This was alſo agreed to, as well as that the addreſs ſhould be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty by the whole Houſe, The addreſs was accordingly preſented on the firſt 
of March, when his Majeſty, in anſwer, declared, That there were no objects nearer to 
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2782 his heart than the eaſe, happineſs, and proſperity of his people and that the Houſe of Com. 
mons might be aſſured, that, in purſuance of their advice, he ſhould take fuch/meafore, 
ſhould appear to him to be moſt conducive to the reſtoration of harmony between Great * 
tain and her revolted colonies, fo eſſential to the proſperity of both; and that bis efforts houl 1 
be directed, in the moſt effetual manner, againſt our European enemies, until ſuch a peace 
could be obtained, as ſhould conſiſt with the intereſts and permanent welfare of his kingdom,” 
This parliamentary determination againſt any further. proſecution of the American war, © 
a moſt important event, and diffuſed a very confiderable degree of joy throughout the kingdom 
as it had ſuch an evident tendency towards accelerating that peace, which the intereſts of the 
nation ſo indiſpenfably required; and as every rank of people were now become weary of that 
unhappy conteſt. with the colonies, which had been productive of nothing but national cala. 
mity and diſgrace, an enormous load of taxes, and an immenſe augmentation of the nation. 
al debt. g | | | 4} | 
+ But though the proceedings of the Houſe of Commons, in addrefling his Majeſty againſt 
any further proſecution of the American war, gave very general ſatisfaction, it was thought by 
many, that the royal anſwer was not fufficiently explicit. On this principle, therefore, Ge- 
neral Conway moved, on the 4th of March, © That an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented 
to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of that Houfe, for his gracious anſwer to their 
addreſs preſented to him on Friday the firſt of that month, and for the aſſurances he had been 
pleaſed to give them of his intention, in purſuance of the advice of that Houſe, to take ſuch 
meaſures as ſhould appear moſt conducive to the reſtoration of harmony between Great Britain 
and the revolted Colonies, &c. ; that Houſe being convinced that nothing could, in the pre- 
ſent circumſtances of this country, fo eſſentially promote thoſe great objects of his Majeſty's 
paternal care for his people, as the meaſures which his moſt faithful Commons had moſt hum- 
bly, but earneſtly recommended to his Majeſty.” This motion was agreed to, nemine contra- 
dicente ; after which, the General made a ſecond motion, that it ſhould be reſolved by that 
Houſe, ** That after the ſolemn declaration of the opinion of that Houſe in their addreſs to 
his Majeſty, &c. and his Majeſty's affurance, &c. that Houſe would conſider as enemies to 
his Majeſty and this country, all theſe who ſhould endeavour to fruſtrate his Majeſty's paternal 
care for the eaſe and happineſs of his people, by adviſing, or by any means attempting, the 
further proſecution of offenfive war on the continent of North America, for the purpoſe of 
reducing the revolted colonies to obedience by force, < | 
Notwithſtanding the majority which had lately appeared in the Houſe of Commons againſt 
the miniſtry, they did not diſcover any diſpoſition to refign, To bring matters, however, to 
this iſſue, the members of the oppoſition continued to employ the moſt vigorous efforts; and, 
on the 8th of March, a motion was made in the Houſe of Commons, by Lord John Caven- 
diſh, that it ſhould be reſolved, * That it appeared to that Houſe, that fince the year 1775, up- 
wards of one hundred millions of money had been expended on the army and navy, in a fruit- 
leſs war:“ which was followed up with three other reſolutions. | 
Firſt, *+ That it appears to this Houſe, that during the above period, we have loſt the thir- 
teen colonies of America, which anciently did belong to the crown of Great Britain, (except 
the ports of New York, Charleſtown and Savannah,) the newly acquired colony of Florida, 
many of our valuable Weſt India and other iſlands, and thoſe few that remain are in the moſt 
imminent danger.” : 


Secondly, 
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gecondly, That it appears to this N that Great Britain is ** engaged i in an 
expenſive war with France, Spain and Holland, without a fingle ally“ 

Thirdly, That it appears to this Houſe, that the chief cauſe of all theſe misfaxtayes, is 
want of foreſight and ability in his Majeſty's miniſters.” .. 

The moving of theſe reſolutions, occaſioned one of the warmeſt 1 moſt acrimonious de- 
bates that ever took place in the Houſe of Commons. The three firſt reſolutions were ſelf- 
evident, but the fourth was of a nature to employ the utmoſt powers of both parties in the at- 
tack and defence of it. The Houſe of Commons had not been ſo full during the courſe of 
many years, as on the debating this very intereſting queſtion: no leſs than 480 members were 
preſent, and at two © clock in the morning, the Houſe divided on a motion for the order of 
the day, which had been made by the Secretary at War, and which was carricd by a majority 
of ten. 

Such an inconfiderable. majority on a queſtion of ſuch magnitude, and wherein the miniſ- 
ters were ſo directly and perſonally attacked, was a kind of fignal to renew the charge againſt 
them :—notice was accordingly given that the motion would be repeated ; and, on the 15th of 
March, a motion was made by Sir John Rous, in which, after reciting the facts contained in 
the reſolutions made on the 8th, it was propoſed to reſolve, That in confideration thereof, 
the Houſe could have no further confidence in the miniſters who had the direction of public 
affairs.“ The queſtion was negatived by a majority only of nine. Notice was alſo given at 
the cloſe of thas diviſion, tat a motion to the ſame effect would be made on the Wedneſday. 
following, 

On that day, the 20th of March, the Houſe being extremely crouded, Lord Surry was pre- 
paring to make the promiſed motion, when Lord North informed the Houſe, as he underſtood 
the motion about to be made was ſimilar to one which had been made a few days before, that 
it was become wholly unneceſſary, as the adminiſtration, againſt which it was levelled, no 
longer exiſted, the King having come to a determination to change his miniſters, He moved, 
in conſequence, for an adjournment, that leiſure might be given for the new miniſterial ar- 
rangement. 

Previous to the meeting of Parliament after the Chriſtmas receſs, thou was no very great 
expectation formed of any change in the adminiſtration ; but, the calamities occaſioned by the 
American war, the enormous weight of taxes, and the diminution of the value of landed pro- 
perty, at length awakened the fears of thoſe country gentlemen who had generally voted with 
the miniſtry, They ſaw the dangers to which the nation was expoſed, they felt the preſſure of 
the public burthens, and they deſerted from the ſtandard of adminiſtration. The miniſterial 
majorities of courſe began to diminiſh, the oppoſition became much increaſed in numbers, 
and a complete revolution in the adminiſtration was at length effected. 

On the 25th of March, the following arrangements took place in the adminiſtration, The 
Marquis of Rockingham was appointed firſt Lord of the Treaſury ; Lord John Cavendiſh 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; the Earl of Shelburne and Mr. Fox, Secretaries of State; Ad- 
miral Keppel, firſt Lord of the Adamirely ; General Conway, Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, &c. &c, _ 

Such a complete and radical change of his Majeſty's miniſters, at ſuch a moment of general 
diſtreſs and alarm, and from ' whence a new, and as it was hoped, a more ſucceſsful plan of 
Public meaſures would proceed, was followed by a very conſiderable degree of national ſatis- 
faction. It was one of thoſe important events which, by giving a new turn to the Nperations 
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of government, furniſhed thoſe hopes which raĩſed declining and gave animation to droo | 2 
commerce. We, therefore, have not gone beyond our proper limits, in tracing the * 


of it. 


* » The firſt ſtep of public conſequence taken by the new miniſtry, wit to remove the cauſe 


thoſe jealouſies that had ſo long ſubſiſted in Ireland, by procuring the repeal of ſuch acts 5 
were moſt obnoxious and oppreſſive to that kingdom. But as the arrangement which after. 
wards took place between Great Britain and Ireland, and the new poſition in which the latter 
was placed in conſequence of it, is a great commercial object, we ſhall give a brief account of 
what had paſſed in the ſiſter kingdom previous to the meaſures adopted by the Britiſh Parlia- 

ment relative to it. | * 7 . ee $57 eee . 
At a meeting of the repreſentatives of 143 corps of volunteers of the province of Ulſter, held 
at Dungannon on the 15th of February in this year, it was reſolved, that a claim-of any body 
of men, other than the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland, to make laws to bind that king. 
dom, was unconſtitutional, illegal, and a grievance ; that the power exerciſed by the Privy 
Councils of both kingdoms, under colour or pretence of the law of Poynings, were unconſti- 
tutional and a grievance ; that a mutiny bill not limited, in point of duration, from ſeſſion to 
ſeſſion, was unconſtitutional and a grievance ; and that the ports of that country were, by 
right, open to all foreign countries, not at war with the King; and that any burthen there. 
upon, or obſtruction thereto, ſave only by the Parliament of Ireland, was unconſtitutional, 


illegal, and a grievance. It having been aſſerted that volunteers, as ſuch, could not; with 


propriety debate, or publiſh their opinions on political ſubjects, or on the conduct of Parlia- 
ment or parliamentary men, they reſolved, that a citizen, by learning the uſe of arms, did not 
abandon any of his civil rights; and they declared, that it was their decided and unalterable 
determination to ſeek a redreſs of the public grievances, and to uſe all conſtitutional means to 
make ſuch their purſuit of redreſs ſpeedy and effectual. 

One of the moſt firm, vigorous. and eloquent aſſertors of the independence of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland was Mr, Grattan, and that gentleman, a few days after the meeting held at 


Dungannon, moved, in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, a long and ſpirited addreſs to his Ma- 


jeſty, declarative of the rights of Ireland, and aſſerting, that no other power but the King, 


Lords and Commons of Ireland were competent to make laws for that kingdom, though that 


* had been aſſumed by the Britiſh Parliament. This motion, after a long debate, was 


ejected by a conſiderable majority. This repulſe, however, did not prevent Mr. Grattan from 
continuing to urge his countrymen, with the utmoſt ardour, not to deſiſt from their attempts, 


till they had obtained the object of their purſuit. 


Such was the ſtate of affairs in the ſiſter kingdom, when Mr. Eden, Secretary to the Earl of 
Carliſle, who was juſt removed from the vice-royalty, in favour of the Duke of Portland, arriv- 
ed in England in conſequence of the late change of adminiſtration, On the 8th of April, 
which was the firſt day of the meeting of Parliament after the receſs, that gentleman brought 
the affairs of Ireland rather unexpectedly before the Houſe. In a ſpeech of conſiderablelength, 
he gave an account of thoſe tranſactions which we have already noticed. He alſo remarked, 
that though, in conſequence of the acts paſſed, in the year 1780, Ireland had emerged from 
laws, which, for a length of time, had fettered all her induſtry and commerce, yet the increaſe 
of the opulence of the kingdom, was not equal to thoſe ſanguine expectations, which were en- 
tertained by numbers, amidſt the firſt dreams of the extenſive benefits which would accompany 


a free trade ; and, therefore, they looked back with dread upon the Engliſh laws, and reſolved 
| : to 
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1. to aſſert the independence of their. own Parliament, upon that. of Great Britain. He avoided 


all enquiry, whether chis was a queſtion of right or of power. It had, however, been exer- 
ciſed for a long period of years; but could be exerciſed no longer, and even if it could, no 
benefit would reſult from it, ſince the ſyſtem of reſtraining Iriſh; commerce had been wiſely 
diſcontinued. He was, however, convinced, from the - preſent diſpoſition of the people of 
Ireland, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to repeal fo much of the act of the ſixth of George I. 
as aſſerted the right in the King and Parliament of Great Britain to make laws to bind the 
kingdom and people of Ireland. And he accordingly moyed for: leave to d bring 1 in a bill for 
that purpoſe. 

The oppoſition made by the . to an immediate ee with this motion, was 
on the following grounds. It was aſſerted, that it was not from any indiſpoſition in miniſters 
to do ample juſtice to the ſiſter kingdom, that they had not, on the very firſt day of their ap- 
pearing in Parliament, in their official characters, propoſed ſuch meafures zs were, in their 
opinion, calculated to conciliate the affections of the Iriſh, and terminate the uneaſineſſes, the 
jealouſies, and the tumults which had ſubſiſted, and continued to ſubſiſt, in that injured and 
irritated country: it was not from the leaſt difinclination to put Ireland in poſſeſſion of her ac- 
tual rights, that they had not immediately proceeded to deciſive ſteps; but becauſe they diſ- 
dained to catch, with equal eagerneſs and want of policy, at the expedient of the minute, and 
to patch up a preſent difficulty on any terms, rather than meet it fairly, and endeavour to diſ- 
cover as well as purſue the moſt ſubſtantial and laſting modes of remedying a real evil and pre- 
venting its return. It was with a view to ſettle the conſtitution of the two countries in ſuch 
2 manner as ſhould prove perfectly ſatis factory to England and Ireland, and promiſe to afford 
a laſting harmony to both, that they had paufed upon the ſubject. It was alſo officially de- 
clared, that, during the very ſhort time miniſters had been in office, they had held ſeveral 
councils on the affairs of Ireland, and propoſed very ſhortly to offer ſome preparatory meaſures 
to Parliament relative to them. After ſome further debate, Mr. Eden agreed to withdraw his 
motion. . 

Nor did miniſters fail in proving the fincerity of their aſſertion,—for on the very next day 

the Secretary of State brought a meſſage from his Majeſty, to inform the Houſe, © That being 
concerned to find diſcontents and jealouſies prevailing amongſt his loyal ſubjects in Ireland, on 
matters of great weight and importance, he earneſtly recommended to the Houſe to take the 
ſame into their moſt ſerious conſideration, in order to make ſuch a final adjuſtment, as might 
give mutual fatisfaftion to both kingdoms. A meſſage to the ſame effect was delivered to the 
Lords, the firſt day of their meeting, and addreſſes were unanimouſly voted by both Houſes. 
If ever there was a matter that required the precautions of deliberative wiſdom, it was that 
which now occupied the attentions of the Britiſh government. It was now evident, from the 
pretenſions of the Iriſh, expreſſed by the Parliament and the people, that the matter contained 
no leſs than the conſtitution of the kingdom; that it comprehended not only all commercial 
rights and privileges, but alſo the legiſlative and ſovereign powers. The moſt important ob- 
jects were, therefore, embraced, and both nations were moſt materially concerned in the dif- 
cuſſion and ſettlement of a matter of ſuch. conſequence. It was a ſubje& on which the King 
could not decide without the aſſiſtance of his Parliament; nor, indeed, could it be done with- 
out the concurring operation of the Parliaments of both kingdoms. To enter, therefore, into- 
the buſineſs with propriety, and in a manner which would give effect to their proceedings, it 
Vas neceſſary to have full and authentic information, and that both Parliaments ſhould not 


only 
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ſineſs, all poſſible aid and affiſtance, in order to fortrard an happy termination 
| je of the preſent moment was, to ſettle the true quality and the nature of the telati 
_ which ſubſiſted between the two countries, to aſcertain their diſtin& conſtitutions, 
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only take time in their deliberations, but give each other, in the progreſs of this important by. 
Of it. The ob. 
onſhip 
eſtabliſh ſuch an union and connection between them as ſhould endure for ayes, * 
On the 16th of April, which was within a few days after his|Majeſty's meſſage to the Britiſh 
Parliament, Mr. Grattan moved, in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland,a declaration of rights 
under the form of an addrefs to the throne, which, after forme debate, was agreed to without 
a diviſion. In this addreſs it was declared, that his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland were x = 
people ; that the crown of Ireland was an imperial crown, inſeparably annexed to the crow: 
of Great Britain, on which connection the intereſt and happineſs of both nations eſſentially 
depend ; but that the kingdom of Ireland was a diſtinct Kingdom, with à Parliament of her 
own, the fole legiſlature thereof. That there was no body of men competent to make laws to 
bind that nation, except the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland; nor any other Parliament 
which had any authority or power of any fort whatever, in that country, ſave only the Parlia. 
ment of Ireland, They affured his Majeſty, that they humbly conceived, that in this right 
the very eſſence of their liberty exiſted : it was a right which they, on the part of all the people 


of Ireland, claimed as their birth-right, and which they could not yield but with their lives. 


They declared, that they conſidered the claims of the Parliament of Great Britain, in the ad 
paſſed for the better ſecuring the dependency of Ireland, to be irreconcileable to the funda. 
mental rights of that nation, anda great and principal cauſe of the diſcontents and jealouſics in 
that kingdom. Among the grievances of Ireland, they likewife mentioned the perpetual 
mutiny act, and the practice of ſuppreſſing their bills in the council of Ireland, or altering the 
ſame any where. They remained, they ſaid, in humble expectation of a redreſs of theſe griey. 
ances ; and, after the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of regard for the Britiſh people, it declares the de- 
termination of Ireland, on partaking the freedom of England, to thare her fate, and ſtand or 
fall with the Britiſh nation. | | 5 5 

Theſe proceedings of the Iriſh Parliament occaſioned the utmoſt joy and exultation in that 


country, and ſo high was the public opinion of the ſervices of Mr, Grattan, the great and elo- 


quent leader of the popular party, that Parliament voted the fam of 50, oool. for purchaſing an 
eſtate for that gentleman and erecting an houſe thereon, which were to be ſettled on him and 
the heirs of his body, as a teſtimony of their.gratitude for the unparalleled benefits conferred 
by him on that kingdom. | BY 

On the 18th of May, the Britiſh Houſe of Commons was refolved into a committee of the 
whole Houſe, in order to take into conſideration the affairs of Ireland, when the following 
reſolutions were agreed to nemine contradicente :— | | TRE | 

Firft, © That it was the opinion of that Houſe, that the act of the fixth of George I. en- 
titled, © An A for the better ſecuring the Dependency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great 
Britain,“ be repealed.” | f | 

Secondly, . Thar it was the opinion of that Houſe, that it was indiſpenſable to the interel 


and happineſs of both kingdoms, that the connection between them ſhould be eſtabliſhed by 


mutual conſent upon a ſolid and permanent footing,” | | 
The ſame reſolutions were alſo agreed to on the fame day in the ' Houſe of Lords. In con- 
ſequence of theſe meaſures, an act was afterwards paſſed, by which the act of the ſirth of 
George I. was repealed, which was, in fact, a renunciation, on the patt of the 1 4 if 
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175 liament, of any right to legiſlate in Ireland. The perpetual mutiny bill was alſo repealed in 

Ireland, and another paſſed of a temporary nature. The appellant ane of the Britiſh 

Houſe of Peers in Triſh cauſes, was likewiſe given up.' 

On the 27th of the ſame month, the Duke of Portland went in Nate to the Iriſh Houſe of 
Peers; and, in a ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament, acquainted them with the ſteps that 
had been taken by the Britiſh legiſlature, 'in compliance with their demands: in conſequence 

of which, both houſes addrefſed the King, expreſſing their perfect ſatisfaction in the meaſures 
propoſed, and their aſſurances, that as ſoon as they ſhould be carried into effokt, no conſtitu- 
tional queſtion between the two countries would any longer exiſt. | | 

In return for this liberal proceeding of the Britiſh government, in relinquiſhing its claims, 
without any ſtipulation or condition whatever, the Parliament of Ireland immediately voted F 
100,0001, for the purpoſe of raifing 20,000 Triſh ſeamen, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's navy. . 

The affairs of the Eaſt India Company, and the condition of their poſſeſſions, Mill conti- 
nued to be a frequent ſubject of parliamentary confideration and diſcuſſion.— The two com- 
mittees on Indian affairs continued to fit during the whole ſeſſion, with unremitting diligence 
and application: their reports were voluminous beyond all example. On moving that the 
reports which had been made from the ſecret committee, ſhould be referred to the conſidera- 
tion of a committee of the whole Houſe, the follbwing information was given on the finances 
of the Eaſt India Company in the different preſidencies. 

It appeared that the revenue of Bombay fell ſhort of its neceſſary civil and military inveſt- 
ments 200, oool. annually, which were always drawn from Bengal.—As to the revenue of Ma- 
dras preſidency, it appeared that, upon an average of twelve years, from the year 1767, to the 
cloſe of the year 1779, there had been eight years of peace, and four years of war: and during 
the war, the revenue did not reach to the amount of the civil and military inveſtments; though, 
in time of peace, there was an exceſs of revenue amounting to nearly one half as-much as the 
expence. Though Bengal, of all the poſſeſſions in India is the moſt fertile and productive, 
vet ſuch had been the expences of the Mahratta war, that the governor-general had been ob- 
liged to contract ſo large a debt, as to make it doubtful whether the inveſtments for England 
would be wholly or pattially ſuſpended. On the ground of the reports brought up from the 
ſecret committee, their chairman, on the 28th of May, moved 111 reſolutions: theſe were 
divided into clafſes, each of which conſiſted of three Aae heads. — The two firſt, of a public 
and general nature; the third, of perſonal culpability. 

On the 15th of April, both houſes of Parliament received the following meſſage : « His 
Majeſly, taking into confideration the ſupplies which have been given with ſo much liberality, 
and ſupported with ſuch uncommon firmneſs and fortitude by his people, in the preſent ex- 
tenſive war, recommends to his faithful Commons, the conſideration. of an effectual plan of 
economy through all the branches of the public expenditure; towards which important ob- 

Je, his Majeſty has taken into his actual conſideration a form and regulation in his civil 
eſtabliſhment, which he will ſhortly cauſe to be laid before this Houle, defiring their affiſtance 
towards carrying the ſame more fully into execution. His. Majeſty has no reſerves with his 
people; on whoſe affections he reſts with a ſure reliance, as the beſt ſupport of tlie true honour 
and dignity of his crown and government: and as they have hitherto been his beſt reſource 

Upon every emergency, fo he regards them as the moſt ſolid and ſtable ſecurity for an honour- 
able proviſion for his perſon and family.” — This meſſage was followed by the addrefles uſual 
on ſuch an occaſion ; and, at a ſucceeding period, a bill was brought into Parliament for en. 

Vor. IV. 3 F 0 | abling 


Vas 


410 


A. D. | | | 52 
1782 abling his Majeſty to diſcharge the debt on the civil liſt revenues, and for preventing the ſame. 
from being in arrear for the future, by regulating the mode of payments out of the ſaid — - 


this new bill, that the board of trade, the office of third ſecretary of ſtate, with ſeve 
offices, &c. ſhould be aboliſhed ; by which various ſavings would be made, to the 


ſtance of his Majeſty's fpeech on the occaſion. 
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nues, and by ſuppreſſing or regulating certain offices therein mentioned. It was Propoſed 


ral other 
amount of 


\ 


about 72,3081, per annum. * | 
During the courſe of this ſeſſion, a bill was paſſed for diſqualifying revenue officers . 


voting at elections. A bill alſo for excluding contrators from being members of the Houſe 


of Commons, which had been attempted in two former ſeſſions, without ſac 

both Houſes, and received the royal aſſent. | 
On the 11th of July Parliament was prorogued :—An ardent deſire of peace, but a deter 

mination not to ſubmit to any pacification but on fair and honourable terms, form the ſub. 


ceſs, now paſſed 


a 


While the deſtiny of the North American. portion of the Britiſh empire ſeemed to approach 
to a final deciſion in the weſt, the fate of its immenſe and valuable poſſeſhons in the eaft hung 
in ſuſpenſe. —TFhe ſucceſſes obtained over Hyder Ally and his French and Dutch allies were 
great; but the reſources of that Indian Prince, fupported by his uncommon abilities, and the 
aſſiſtance he was to derive from theſe two confederate powers, were matters of ſerious conſide- 
ration to Great Britain: for though our affairs in that quarter, at the moment we are deſ- 
cribing, had aſſumed a more favourable aſpect, their fituation ſtill continued alarming and 
critical, It was impoſſible to forget to what extremities the Britiſh» power had been lately re- 
duced in that part of its dominion, and with what difficulty and good fortune it had emerged 
from them; not only contrary to the expectation of its enemies, but, in a great degree, be- 


yond the hopes of its warmeſt friends. It was natural to ſuppoſe that France would ſtrain 


every nerve to effeQtuate its ruin; and it was well known that a powerful French ſquadron 
was now ein the Indian ſeas, prepared to co-operate with the naval ſtrength of Holland for 
that purpoſe, while Hyder Ally renewed his attacks by land. | 

In the mean time, the preceding campaign had terminated greatly to the advantage of the 
Engliſh, —Excluſive of the victories obtained over Hyder Ally in the field, they had concluded 
by the capture of Negapatnam, the principal ſettlement of the Dutch on the coaſt of Coroman- 
del, which was taken by Sir Edward Hughes and General Monro, after a fiege of three weeks, 


The loſs of this place was the ſevereſt blow the Dutch could poſſibly have received in that 


quarter; and, beſides the intrinſic detriment done to their intereſt, had damped their expedta- 
tions of ſucceſs, and checked their ardour for enterprize. | 
While they were under the diſcouraging impreſſions ariſing from ſuch a ſevere and unex- 
peed loſs, Sir Edward Hughes determined to attempt the execution of a plan he had projected 
againſt Trincomale, in the iſland of Ceylon, one of the moſt important poſſeſſions of Hol- 
land in the Indian ocean. | | 1 
This ſettlement is ſituated on the northern coaſt of that iſland; verging to the caſt lying on 
a ſpacious and ſecure bay, which, with ſeveral others adjoining to it, forms the moſt capacious 
ſea- port in all India, The ſpices it produces, eſpecially cinnamon; render it, in point of 
value, one of the richeſt acquiſitions that ever fell into the poſſeſſion of the Dutch nation. 
Theſe were ſufficient motives to induce the Britiſh admiral to proceed, with all convenient 
expedition, againſt a place, the reduction of which would be attended with ſo many and ſuch 


manifeſt advantages. As ſoon, therefore, as he had weathered out the monſoon, which ſet in 
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wy > after the ſurrender of Negapatnam, he ſet fail for Trincomale, where he arcived'' in 
the very beginning of January in this year. 

Having taken poſſeſſion of the principal bay, he landed a detachment of "OE marines, c. 
who ſoon maſtered the fort called Trincomale, an object of great importance, as it commanded 
the chief landing place, and afforded the means of ſetting aſhore whatever might be requiſite 
for the attack of fort Oſtenburgh, the ſtrongeſt place on the iſland, and by the capture of which 
the ſettlement would be completely reduced. A detachment of ſailors and marines having 
taken poſſeſſion of a hill which commanded this fort, Sir Edward Hughes ſent a ſummons of 
ſarrender to the Dutch governor; who returned for anſwer, that he was bound in duty and 
honour to defend the fort to the laſt extremity. | 

The Britiſh admiral, after ſeveral ſubſequent endeavours to prevent an attack by dune, was 
forced, at length, on the 11th of January, to employ that violent mode of conqueſt ; which, 
however, he tempered with his known humanity, as the victors gave quarter the moment the 
vanquiſhed demanded it. The acquiſitions made on this occahon, were two Indiamen richly 
laden, beſides a number of ſmaller trading veſſels. The fort itfelf was well provided with 
artillery, and contained a large quantity of ammunition and military ſtores. The priſoners 
amounted to about 400 Europeans of different denominations. | 

The capture of Trincomale was the ſecond very ſevere blow given to the Dutch in the Eaſt 
Indies by Sir Edward Hughes.—lt was heavily felt in Holland; where, on receiving intelli- 
gence of this loſs, the clamours againſt the war with Great Britain were renewed with aug- 
mented violence, The complaint urged on this occaſion with the greateſt vehemence was, 
that by embracing the cauſe of France, Holland not only faſtained very heavy loſſes, but had 
incurred the greateſt misfortune that could befal an independent ſtate; it was now forced to 
look up to France for protection, and had thereby forfeited its conſequence in Europe, —diſco- 
vered its internal weakneſs, - and now lay at the mercy not only of the enemy it had made by 
its ſubmiſhon to the French court, but even at the mercy of the court of France itſelf, 

In the mean time, M. De Suffrein, the French admiral, was making the utmoſt expedition 
to the coaſt of Coromandel, and on the 15th of February he appeared off Madras, with twelve 
ſhips of the line, including the Hannibal of 50 guns, which he had lately taken, fix ſtrong 
frigates, eight large tranſports, full of troops, and fix Britiſh prizes. The French admiral 
found Sir Edward Hughes in Madras road, whither he had repaired ſoon after the reduction 
of Trincomale, to take in ſtores aud proviſions, and put his fick on ſhore. The Engliſh fleet 
conſiſted of nine fail of the line. On the 18th, after Sir Edward Hughes had retaken five of 
the Britiſh prizes, and a French tranfport of 1500 tons, laden with a numerous train of 
field artillery, and a prodigious quantity of military ſtores, beſides near 300 regular troops, he 
came to an engagement with the French fleet ; which, after being conteſted with great courage 
on both ſides, terminated with the clofe of the day. The next morning, the French being 
no longer vifible, the Engliſh admiral proceeded to Trincomale, to refit. 

On the 8th of April, theſe two brave officers came to a ſecond engagement off the iſland of 
Ceylon, which was continued with equal vigour till late in the evening, without any decided 
advantage on either fide, As, fince the laſt conteſt, the enemy's fleet had been reinforced by 
two ſhips of the line, in addition to their former ſuperiority, to make an effectual ſtand againſt 
uch a diſproportionate ſtrength, was more honourable, in many caſes, than deciſive victory. 

While the Britiſh ſquadron was oppoſing, with ſo much vigour and efficacy, the defigns of 
M. De Suffrein on the coaſt of Coromandel, Hyder Ally formed a complete blockade of the 
Engliſh ſettlement of Tellicherry, on the coaſt of Malabar, in order to reduce it by famine. 
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irited, and 
unexpected attack upon the befiegers, in their own works, and drove them to their camp : thi 
was affaulted alſo with equal ſuccefs; 1500 priſoners taken, —400 ſlain on the ſpot, and a lar : 
quantity of provifions, artillery, ammunition, and military ſtores, with a confiderable fum E 
money, fell into the hands of the victors. This ſucceſs gave the Engliſh entire poſſeſſion of 
all the territory adjacent to Tellicherry, and opened a communication with the” Britiſh poſts 
in the neighbourhood, It alſo, which was a very important circumſtance, le 
into the principal countries under the dominion of Hyder Ally, + Wnt 

But the ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms in this quarter, was ſhortly retaliated, in a very fevere 
manner, on the banks of the Coleroon, a river that bounds the - diftri&t of Tanjour to the 
north. A detachment of 2000 infantry, and about 3oo cavalry, from Sir Eyre Coote's army, 
lay encamped on its banks, for the protection of the Company's poſſeſſions to the ſouth of 
Madras. This ſmall army, which was commanded by a Colonel Braithwaite, an officer of 
known bravery and experience, was attacked on the 16th of February in this year, by Tippoo 
Saib, with an army of 20, ooo men, (the flower of his father's army) a proportionate train of 
artillery, and about 400 French troops, commanded by Monfieur Lally. After three days 
brave and glorious reſiſtance, —ſurrounded with enemies, —and attacked, on the third, by the 
reſerved corps of French troops, they were obliged to yield ; gaining more reputation by their 
defence, than the conquerors acquired by their victory. t 

This unfortunate event on the banks of the Coleroon, revived, in fome degree, the courage 
and hopes of Hyder Ally. He alſo received an additional motive of encouragement from the 
ſucceſs which his forces obtained, in conjunction with the European troops that came from 
the iſlands of Bourbon and Mauritius, under the command of M. Duchemin. They inveſted 
Cuddalore, a place of ſufficient ſtrength, and great importance; which being unprovided for 
any length of defence, ſurrendered on capitulation on the 8th of April : in the ſame manner 
they beſieged and took Permacoil; after which, being joined by Hyder Ally, at the head of a 
numerous army, their views were directed to a joint attack upon Vandiwaſh; a place of the 
greateſt conſequence to the Engliſh at the preſent criſis. . 
- The dangerous ſituation of our affairs in India, had, for a confiderable time, exerciſed the 
attention of the ſupreme ſeat of government at Bengal. The principal object, among the va- 
rious difficulties in which they were involved, was to bring about a ſeparate accommodation 
with the Mahrattas ; the gaining of which point, would enable them to dire& their whole 
ſtrength and efforts againſt Hyder Ally; whom they conſidered, if not a more potent, at leaſt 
2 more implacable enemy. | | 414 

An opening to a general pacification with the Mahrattas had already been made by a treaty 
previouſly concluded with Madajee Scindia, one of the moſt confiderable chiefs of that nation. 
Through his mediation, terms of reconciliation were at length ſettled between the reſidue of 
his countrymen and the Engliſh, which were very favourable to the latter, Among other 
particulars, the former engaged themſelves to oblige Hyder Ally to reſtore to the- Engliſh and 
their allies all the places he had taken from them, &c. &c. But the moſt important article of 
this treaty was that by which the Mahrattas agreed to permit no other European nation to ſet- 
tle faQories in any part of their dependencies. As a compenſation for this conceſſion, the 
Engliſh were bound, on the other hand, to afford no aſſiſtance or countenance whatſoever to 
any Indian ftate or nation at enmity with the Mahrattas, &c, 
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we This negotiation, which was extremely beneficial to the Engliſh, and eſtabliſhed their power 
and intereſt in India upon the moſt ſecure and permanent foundation, was indebted, in a very 
great degree, for its ſucceſs. to tha talents and activity exerted upon this critical oc:afion by 
Mr. Anderſon, who was deputed by the governor and council of Bengal. It was figned by 
both nn on n the n of * 1782, and confirmed at Men on the e third of th efollow- 
ing month. 5 
* Tie en. of this treaty was a ly: Tm to Hyder Ally... He now „ beheld his formid- 
able enemy freed from that powerful diverſion, which the war with the Mahrattas had occa- 
ſioned in his favour : but this was. not all the very people whoſe, alliance had been effica- 
cious in the proſecution of bis - preſent plan, were now become his enemies, and engaged to 
co-operate againſt him in defeating it. His dependence on the promiſed aid of the French, 
had proved to be, in a great meaſure, ill- founded. He was ſufficiently ſagacious and well in- 
formed to perceive,” that they could not effectually ſupport him but by gaining a decided ſupe- 
riority at ſea; which, with a far ſuperior force, they had not yet been able to obtain: ſo that, Wh. 
notwithſtanding the ſucceſles of his ſon, Tippoo Salb, he appeared very unwilling to hazard a 
general action with the Engliſh. 
Upon Hyder Ally's moving towards Vandiwaſh, Sir Eyre Coote marched :mmediagely. | to- 
protect it. The Eaſtern Prince avoided that engagement which the Britiſh General ſo eagerly 
courted. At length, however, by a well-concetted movement of the latter, Hyder Ally was 
forced to riſk what he ſeemed ſo much to fear, and, on the ſecond of June, a very deciſive ac- 
tion took place between the two armies; when a complete victory was obtained by the Britiſh 
troops: the enemy were entirely routed and put to flight. But the want of cavalry prevented 
Sir Eyre Coote from purſuing his advantages. From the difficulty of ſubſiſting, the neceſſity 
of providing for the ſick and wounded, together with the exceſſive heat of the ſeaſon, Sir Eyre 
Coote moved nearer to Madras, where the. increaſing ill ſtate of his health obliged that able 
officer to relinquiſh the command of the Britiſh forces to General Stuart. 
On the 5th of July, another action took place off Negapatnam, between Sir Edward Hughes 
and M. de Suffrein, in which the former had the advantage,—and had not an unexpected alter- 
ation of wind interpoſed, the Engliſh would have gained a moſt complete victory. 
After this engagement, the French Admiral withdrew to Cuddalore to refit, and availing 
himſelf of ſome conſiderable reinforcements both of ſhips and troops, he put to ſea in the be- 
ginning of Auguſt in order to make an attempt upon, Trincomale. On being informed of his 
deſign, the Engliſh Admiral failed immediately to the relief of that place; but, on his arrival 
off Trincomale, on the ſecond of September, he found that it had, two days before, ſurren- 
dered to the French arms. On the next day, another engagement took place between the two 
fleets, wherein the Engliſh ſuſtained their former character. They reſiſted and beat off the 
enemy, whoſe force was now encreaſcd to 15 ſhips of the line, and forced them to the ſhelter 
of Trincomale Bay. Sir Edward Hughes was obliged to bear away to Madras to refit, from | | 
whence the bad weather, on the ſetting in of the monſoon, compelled him to repair to-Bom- . 
bay ; but his paſſage to that ſettlement was accompanied with ſuch a continuance of boiſterous: 
weather, as to prevent his arrival there till towards the cloſe of the preſent year. In the mean 
ume, Sir Richard Bickerton, with a ſquadron of five ſhips of the line, was arrived at Bombay. 
Thus ended the naval campaign in the Eaſt Indies; and with ſome advantages gained over 
Tippoo Saib by the Britiſh troops on the Malabar coaſt, under the command of. Colonel 
Macleod, the military campaign of 1782 concluded, in the ſame quarter of the globe. 
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1782 We muſt now return to other important objects, which ſolidit qur 


1 


Attention, in our own 


is The freges of Gibraftar and Minorea were ſtill carried on by the united forces of the House 
of Bourbon, witk the utmoſt ſpirit and activity, and both places were defended with unabat ip 
firmneſs and obſtinacy by their reſpective garriſons, The courts of Verſailles and Madrid 
however they might conſider the reduction of Gibraltar as a matter of doubt, they entertzined 
not the leaſt idea but that Minorca would be very ſhortly reduced. In order to juſtify the ex- 
pectation of both the French and Spaniſh nations, every poſſible meaſure was taken to 


give 


ſucceſs to this enterprize, The army that beſieged the place was little ſhort of 20,000 men 


and conſiſted of choſen troops. The battering train amounted to 120 cannon, and 40 mortars 
of the largeſt dimenfions. The moſt expert engineers in France conducted the attacks, and 
one of their beſt and braveſt Generals commanded their army. The garriſon; on the other 
hand, amounted to no more than 2,700 men, and '500 of theſe had been drafted from the corps 
of invalids in England. The ftrength of the works they had to defend was of a very ſaperior 
nature; but they were fo ſpacious, and in ſach numbers, as to demand twice the garriſon 
which now did duty within them, The beſieged, however, did all that could be effected by 
{kill, courage, and reſolution ; but the ſuperiority with which they had to contend, both in 
reſpect of numbers and artillery, was ſo great as to put their utmoſt fortitude to the trial. But 
this was not all, for while the French and Spaniſh army attacked them from without, a fat 
more dreadful and dangerous enemy had taken poſſeſſion of the place within, and committed 
ſuch ravages among the befieged, as were far more deſtructive than thoſe they ſuffered from the 
exertions of the enemy. The communication with the country being entirely cut off, no ſup- 
plies of vegetables could be conveyed to the garriſon, who were conſequently reduced to the 
neceſſity of ſubfiſting on falt proviſions. This, added to other circumſtances, brought on the 
ſcurvy, which increaſed, in a ſhort time, to ſach a deplorable degree, as to baffle all endea- 


vours to ſuppreſs or even alleviate its horrid effects. In ſhort, after ſuſtaining with unex- | 


ampled perſeverance the miſeries of their ſituation, the garriſon was, in the beginning of Fe- 
bruary in this year, ſo enfeebled, that the number of men able to do duty amounted to no 
more than 660, which was not a great deal more than was required by the neceſſary guards. 

In this extremity, the governor, General Murray, propoſed terms of capitulation, and the 
moſt honourable were granted to him and his brave garriſon, by a generous and admiring 
enemy. On the fifth of February, the fortreſs of St, Phillip, after a ſiege of fix months, was 
delivered up to the combined forces of France and Spain. 

Thus did the ifland of Minorca return to the dominion of Spain, after it had been (except 
during a ſhort period of the laſt war, when it was taken by the French,) in the poſſeſhon of 
Great Britain ſince the year 1508, when it was taken by Sir John Leake and General, after- 
wards Earl, Stanhope, and had, together with Gibraltar, been confidered as one of the nobleſt 
trophies, and moſt valuable acquifitions to Great Britain, during the triumphant reign of 
Queen Anne, Ts Wu; 

The loſs of Minorca was accompanied by events which gave a very unpropitious appearance 
to the commencement of the preſent year. In the preceding November, the iſlands of St, Eu- 
ſtatius, St. Martin's, and Saba, were ſurprized and taken by the French,—and, on the third 
of February, 1782, the ſettlements of Demerary and Iſſequibo, on the coaſt of Guiana, Wee 
retaken by the ſame power. | 


But 
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But theſe \Cacceſſs, though very mortifyimg to iht Britiſh nation, . were ſhortly followed by 
an attempt of much greater importance. The old and valuable iſland of St. Chriſtopher, was 
doomed to be the next branch that was to be lopped off from the Britiſh empire. On the 11th 
of January, in this year, the Marquis de Bouillé landed 8,000 men on the iſland, which was 
by no means in a condition to make a vigorous defence, the garriſon conſiſting of no more 
than 600 effective regular troops. The only place of ſtrength in the iſland was Bri urſtone- 
hill, ſituated on the ſhore, near the ton of Sandy Point, which it overlooks and commands. 
Though there were fome fortifications on the ſummit of the hill, its natural ſtrength was its 
beſt ſecurity, being of great height, and of ſo difficult accels, as to render an aſcent almoſt im- 
practicable againſt a very moderate force to defend it. 

On the landing of the French army, which, from the greatneſs of its force, nog. not be 
prevented, General Fraſer, the Britiſh commanding officer, retired to Brimſtone-hill. The 
whole of his ſtrength, beſides the regulars above-mentioned, did not exceed 400 militia, which. 
had been brought to his aſſiſtance by Governor Shirley ; and twice the number that compoſed 
the garriſon was ſcarcely adequate to a proper defence. 

Admiral Hood did every thing chat capacity and courage could effect to jon abate) relief 
to the iſland, but in vain; while the defenders of it exerciſed the utmoſt perſeverance and for- 
titude in their endeayours to preſerve it. During three weeks, the fire of the enemy was in- 
ceſſant, till all the conſtructions of every kind upon the hill were deſtroyed, and the garriſon 
deprived of all ſhelter, In this ſlate of extremity, after 2 ſiege of five weeks, it was thought 
neceſſary to capitulate, The garriſon were allowed the honours of war, and the inhabitants 
were ſecured in the poſſeſſion of their eſtates and property, &c. The reduction of this iſland 
took place on the 19th of February, in the preſent year. The iſlands of Nevis and Montſer- 
rat ſhared the ill- fortune of St, Chriſtophers, ſo that of all our former numerous poſſeſſions. 
in the Weſt Indies, Jamaica, Barbadoes and Antigua, now alone remained. 

On the 19th of the ſame month, Sir George Rodney arrived at Barbadoes with fifteen capital 
ſhips, where he formed a junction with Sir Samuel Hood, and took upon him the command 
of the fleet, which now conſiſted of 37 ſhips of the line. The firſt object with the Engliſh 
Admiral, was to intercept a convoy from Breſt, which was conveying naval ſtores, artillery, 
ammunition, and other ſupplies to the Count de Graſſe; which, after all, eſcaped * well- 
concerted plan to intercept it, and arrived ſafe at Martmico, | 

In conſequence of this diſappointment, Sir George Rodney repaired to St. Lucia, where he 
took in proviſions for five or fix months, with a determination to follow the French fleet, the 
moment it failed from Martinico, wherever it ſhould dire& its courſe. The deſign of the 
French Admiral, was to proceed with all diligence to Hiſpaniola, where Don Solano was 
waiting for him, with ſixteen ſhips of the line and a numerous body of land forces. Theſe, 
added to the French fleet and troops, were to have formed-a joint attack upon the iſland of 
Jamaica, The great importance of preventing. this junction, and of forcing M. de Graſſe to 
an engagement before it took place, was a moſt important object with the Britiſh Admiral ; 
for till this deſign was effected, the iſlands yet belonging t to Great Britain could not be con- 
ſidered as in a ſtate of ſecurity. 

To the great ſatisfaction of the Britiſh commanders, they were informed, early in the 
morning of the 8th of April, by the ſignals made from' the frigates of obſervation, that the 
French fleet was getting under way and ſteering to leeward. Sir George Rodney ſtood imme- 
diately after the enemy, and came up with them off Dominica towards the evening. Various 


Manœuvres 


- 
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1782 mancuvres were exerciſed by both geets during che three following days, 


; No in the late action, that it muſt have been inevitably captured, had not M. de 
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ſome of the h 
ſhips of the Britiſh fleet approached ſo near to one of the enemy, which had ſuffered "og 
er- 


ment took place between them. Towards the evening of the eleventh, 


Gr 
down with his whole fleet, for its Preſervation.” The movement he made for 85 


this 
brought him ſo near the Britiſh fleet, that the Engliſh Admiral conceived immedi 1 


ate hope 
being able to force him to action the next day. With this expectation, he made Ft e 4 


ſitions during the night; that it was evident at W 6f bee it was no xn, we in the enemy 

power to avoid an engagement. ee r A 
Not a moment was loſt in preparing to engage the enemy. The i 22 for a cloſe line of 

battle was thrown out; and obeyed with univerſal readineſs by every ſhip in the fleet, The 


action was commenced about ſeven in the morning by Admiral Drake's diviſion. Our ſhips 
z 


as they came up; ranged {lowly and cloſely along the enemy's line, when they gave and re. 
ceived a moſt tremendous fire. They were ſo near; that every ſhot took place, and the French 
ſhips being crouded with troops, the carnage in them was prodigious. Some idea may be 
formed of the havoe that was made, from the Formidable, Sir George Rodney's ſhip, firing 


near fourſcore broadfides/'' The engagement had continued with great reſolution on both fides 


till about noon; when the Britiſh Admiral perceiving an opportunity of breaking the enemy' 8 


line of battle, reſolved to improve ĩt to the utmoſt of his power. He accordingly bore down 


upon the enemy's center with impetaous bravery, being ſeconded by three ſhips, and ſucceſs. 


fully broke through it; He was followed by the remainder of his diviſion, and wearing round 
cloſe upon the enemy, effectually ſeparated their line, and threw them into inextricable con- 
fuſion. This bold and unexpected motion decided the fortune of the day. The French, 

however, continued ſtill to fight with the utmoſt bravery, and the battle laſted till ſun ſet, 

which, in thoſe latitudes; is almoſt ſucceeded by darkneſs. ; 

Since the famous battle of La Hogue; in the year 1692, the French had not ſuſtained ſuch 
a complete and ruinous defeat as on this memorable day. Their fleet was almoft ruined, and 
their loſs of men amounted to an abſolute carnage, The number of thoſe who were actually 
ſlain in this engagement, was computed at 3,000; and the wounded at near twice that number, 
The whole loſs of killed and woundedin the Britiſh fleet did not exceed 1,100," 

The loſs of ſhipping on the part of the enemy amounted to five taken, viz. one of 170, three 


of 74; and one of bz. guns: another of their line was ſunk in the engagement. But the ſhip, the 


loſs of which affected the French with'more than common concern, was the Ville de Paris. She 
had been a preſent from the eity of Paris to Louis XV. and is ſaid to have coſt 1 76,0001. ſterling; 
ſhe carried 110 guns, and had on board; at het departure from Martinico, 1,300 men, includ- 


ing marines and land trop. T hirty· ſix cheſts of money, deſtined for the pay and ſubſiſtence 


of the troops in the propoſed invaſion of Jamaica, were found in this ſhip. It was a fingular 
inſtance. of good fortune, that the whole train of artillery, with the battering cannon and tra- 
velling carriages, intended for the nn on ee ce to be' on board the ſhips which 
were now taken. | 

The flying enemy were cloſely pubs boy Commodore Affleck wh the hips 3 in company 
with him: he kept up a vigorous fire upon them, and continued the chace till night. On the 
morning of the next day they were no longer to be ſeen. As ſoon as it was light Admiral 
Rodney prepared for an immediate purſuit, but was prevented by a calm, which laſted three 


days. When it was aſcertained that the enemy had failed” to lee ward, Sir Admiral = 
diviſion 


| | 
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15 diviſion was diſpatched in "ME of them; and on the next day after leaving the fleet, he diſ- 
covered five of the enemy's ſhips making towards the Mona Paſſage, between the eaſt end of 
+ Hiſpaniola and the iſland of Porto Rico. After a ſhort engagement, two ſhips of 64 guns and 
two frigates ſtruck” to the Britiſh flag. Sir Samuel Hood Joined the fleet off Cape. Tiberoon, 

and Sir George Rodney proceeded with the diſabled ſhips and the prizes to Jamaica, as well 
for the purpoſe of refitting, as for the greater preſervation of the iſland, if the combined enemy 
Mould ill venture to make any attempt towards the proſecution of their former deſign. 

In this manner were fruſtrated the deſigns of France and Spain in this part of the world: the 
firſt were now deprived of almoſt all the means they had prepared for the execution of them. 
Beſides the loſs of eight of their capital ſhips, and the ſhattered condition of many of the reſt, 
they had loſt the whole train of. artillery belonging to their troops, and the military cheſt for 
the payment of them: ſo that, had they been inclined to perſiſt in the purſuit of their under- 
takings, they muſt, in a great meaſure, have depended on the reſources of their Spaniſh allies : 
but the latter was ſo affected by the late diſaſter, that they did not ſeem in the leaſt diſpoſed to 
exert any vigour towards a reparation of it. They ſhortly after returned to the Havannah, 17 
purſuing no other meaſures, for the preſent, but ſuch as were requiſite for their own ſafety. 0 

This great and glorious naval victory not only ſecured our remaining poſſeſſions in the Weſt 
Indies, but may be ſaid to have cloſed the war in that part of the globe. It was ſtill of greater 
importance in its general effects, from the ſudden and unexpected change it produced in our 
ſituation, from the high reputation which ſuch an extraordinary and ſucceſsful exertion af- 
forded, and by the additional weight it gave us as a nation, whether for the further proſecution 
of the war or the accompliſhment of peace, . | 

North America afforded no military tranſaction of any conſequence during this period. — 
The oppoſite armies at New Vork and its neighbourhood, were ſo nearly balanced with reſpect 
to force, and to the ſtrength of their reſpective poſts and defences, that little or no opportunity 
offered for enterprize on either fide, This ſtate of inactivity was happily confirmed by the re- 
ſolutions of the Britiſh Parliament againſt the American war. 

The Empreſs of Ruſſia having offered her mediation in order to reſtore peace between Great 
Britain and Holland, Mr. Fox, then Secretary of State, wrote a letter to Monſieur Simolin, 
the Ruſſian miniſter in London, dated March 29, informing him, that his Majeſty was ready 
to enter into a negociation, for the purpoſe of ſetting on foot a treaty of peace, on the terms 
and conditions of that which was agreed to in 1674, between his Majeſty and the republic of 
Holland; and that in order to facilitate ſuch a treaty, he was willing to give immediate orders 
for a alpen of hoſtilities, if the States General were diſpoſed to agree to that meaſure. In 
another letter, dated May 4, in anſwer to one he had received from the Ruſſian miniſter, Mr. 
Secretary Fox took notice of the late change in his Majeſty's councils, and obſerved, that his 
Majeſty was willing to allow to the Dutch the entire liberty of navigation, according to the 
treaty of 1674, between Great Britain and the Republic; a treaty, by which the principles of 
the armed neutrality were eſtabliſhed, in their wideſt extent, to all the contracting parties; 

and that his Majeſty would accept, as the baſis of a ſeparate peace between him and the States 

General, a free navigation, according to the principles demanded by her Imperial Majeſty, in 

her declaration of the 28th of February, 1780. 

It would have been highly advantageous to Great Britain, at this time, to have made a ſepa- 

Tate peace with Holland, or even to obtain a ceſſation of hoſtilities with that power, as a pre- 


Iiminary ſtep towards a pacification; but the French and American influence prevailed too 
Yor. IV. 5 4 7 much 
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1782 much in the councils of the United States, to expect any thing leſs than a refuſal to acquieſcea 
in the terms propoſed by the mediation of her Imperial Majeſty. Even while thi; ion 


was agitating, Mr. Adams was received by their High Mightineſſes in quality of M 
nipotentiary of the United States of North America, 1 
The Dutch, who ſeem to have been deſtined to ſuffer in every part of their dominions 
the ill-judged, and what may be called unnatural, part which they took in this war, were, 
about the ſame time, deprived of moſt of their ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, by Captain 
Shirley, in the Leander of 50 guns; who, without any land forces, and with the aſſiſtance 

| | only of the Alligator ſloop of war, took Acra, with four other Dutch forts, mounting alto- 
gether 124 pieces of cannon ; and to complete their ruin on that coaſt, Lieutenant Cartwright 
of the Argo frigate, having landed with a detachment of ſeamen, to ſupport ſome land 3 
which were under the direction of the African Company, had a principal ſhare in taking the 
ſtrong and well garriſoned Dutch fort of Commenda. | | 
On the other hand, M. de Vaudreuil, ſome time before his departure, with the remainder 
of the beaten fleet, from Cape Frangois to North America, concerted an expedition, merely 
prædatory, againſt the remote poſſeſſions and property of the Hudſon's Bay Company, M. de 
la Perouſe was appointed to command a ſmall ſquadron properly equipped for this purpoſe.— 
He ſailed from Cape Frangois on the 31ſt of May, and did not arrive at the iſlands of Reſolu- 
tion, which mark the entrance of Hudſon's Straits, till the 25th of July. After encountering 
the known difficulties and dangers of the voyage, they arrived on the 8th within ſight of Port 
Prince of Wales, upon the Churchill river. The Company poſſeſs fix of thoſe buildings, 
which are called Forts, in Hudſon's Bay, being in reality factories, erected at the mouths of 
the principal rivers; the buildings are neceſſarily ſtrong, as well to guard againſt the climate 
as againſt other dangers, and are furniſhed with artillery to command reſpe& from the different 
nations of the ſavages, who come from the remoteſt parts to diſpoſe of their furs and peltry ; 
but they had not a fingle ſoldier in all theſe forts; and the whole number of ſtorekeepers, 
clerks, and ſervants of every denomination, which the Company maintain at ſo many ſtations, 
does not exceed 120 perſons, The enemy, therefore, landed without oppoſition, and deſtroyed 
the ſettlements, forts, merchandize, &c. to the amount of about 500,000. ſterling. Having 
committed this commercial miſchief, the French commanders, in the beginning of September, 
ſet ſail for Europe. Some ſucceſſes on the Muſquito Shore, were all that Great Britain had 
to counterbalance this loſs in the northern extremity of America* The Spaniards had taken 
poſſeſſion of ſome places in the Bay of Honduras and on the Muſquito ſhore, and had made 
repeated attempts upon the Engliſh logwood cutters and ſettlers there: but the baymen, aſſiſt- 
ed by the negroes, retook ſome of them with great valour. A little army was formed, in con- 
junction with the Indians in thoſe parts, whoſe enmity to the Spaniards has been hereditary 
ever fince the diſcovery of America, commanded by Colonel Deſpard, who attacked and car- 
ried the poſts on the Black River, where they made about 800 of the Spaniſh troops priſoners 
of war. : | | 
In the beginning of May, the Bahama Iſlands were inveſted by Don Juan Manuel de Cagi- 
gal, Governor of the Havannah, with three frigates and ſixty fail of tranſports, on board of 
which were 2,500 troops : as theſe iſlands were incapable of making any material defence, they 
| were ſurrendered by capitulation on the 8th of that month. 
The ſiege of Gibraltar ſtill continued to be carried on with unabated vigour. It had now 


laſted three years, and all Europe was in ſuſpence as to the manner in which it would mow 
uded. 
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5 cluded. The defence it had made, and continued to make, excited univerſal admiration, and 
began to leſſen the ſanguine expectations which the beſiegers had entertained of their ſucceſs 
againſt it. At length, however, a project was propoſed by the Chevalier d' Arcon, a French, 
engineer of diſtinction, which gave ſome promiſe of reducing this important fortreſs. The 
plan of this officer was, to form floating batteries of ſuch a conſtruction, as might neither be 
liable to be ſunk or ſet on fire; and though they did not finally ſucceed, were admirably adapt- 
ed to their deſtructive purpoſes. They were ten in number, and made out of the hulks of 
large veſſels of 1,400 to 1,600 tons burthen, cut down for that purpoſe; their guns, which 
amounted to 212, were braſs 26 pounders, and entirely new. They were to be ſeconded by 
a great number of large boats mounted with guns and mortars of heavy metal, beſides a large 
fleet of frigates and ſhips of force, —with ſome hundreds of ſmall craft, which were to accom - 
pany them with troops, for the inſtant execution of whatever might occur as neceflary to be 
performed, | | 

To the army already encamped before the place, a body of 12,000 choice troops from France 
was now added, The corps of engineers was the beſt that France and Spain could furniſh ; — 
Princes of the blood of France, and perſons of the firſt families and moſt diſtinguiſhed name 
in both kingdoms, appeared as volunteers to aid the ſtupendous attack that was now preparing. 

The 13th of September was the day deſtined to decide the fate of Gibraltar. Early in the 
morning the floating batteries came forward, and about ten were anchored in a line at about 
1,000 yards from the ſhore, As ſoon as they were properly arranged they began an heavy 
cannonade, and were ſeconded by all the cannon and mortars in the enemies lines and ap- 
proaches, At the ſame inſtant -the garriſon opened all its batteries, both with hot and cold 
ſhot from the guns, and ſhells-from the howitzers and mortars. This terrible fire continued, 
without intermiſſion on either fide, till noon, when the beſieged began to perceive their ſupe- 
riority, About two o'clock in the afternoon, the principal of the floating batteries appeared to 
be on fire, and before that time on the ſucceeding morning the whole of them were in flames, 
and ſoon conſumed, | 

The loſs ſuſtained by the enemy, though induftriouſly concealed, muſt have been very 
great, while the detriment received by the garriſon, in theſe various attempts of the enemy, 
was very inconſiderable indeed. It was now evident, that the fortreſs of Gibraltar was im- 
pregnable when defended by Britiſh ſoldiers. General Elliot, by his ſuperior conduct, added 
another leaf to the wreath of Britiſh glory. 

Still, however, another difficulty remained to be overcome, before Gibraltar could be con- 
ſidered as in a ſtate of ſecurity. Notwithſtanding the failure of their late attempt, the enemy 
were not without hope, that, from the want of ammunition and proviſions, the garriſon would 
at length be compelled to ſurrender. But they were deſtined to meet with nothing but diſap- 
pointment in the. ſiege of this fortreſs : for ſuch diligence was exerted at home, that Lord Howe 
was enabled to ſet ſail from Portſmouth about the middle of September, with 34 ſhips of the 
line, &c. for the relief of Gibraltar. This grand object he ſucceſsfully effected on the 28th of 
Ottober, in the very teeth of the combined fleets, which amounted to 46 line of battle ſhips. 
On the 20th, a partial action took place at the Straits mouth between the two fleets, —when, 
the enemy avoiding the opportunity they had of coming to a general engagement, and the Bri- 
tilh Admiral having ſucceeded in throwing the neceſſary ſuccours into Gibraltar, wliich was 
the grand object of his enterprize, returned to England, and received, as he well deſerved, tlie 
thanks of both Houſes of Parliament ſor the important ſervice of that expedition. | 
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vinces, cities, and ſubjects, to perpetuity, a laſting peace, 
and in virtue of this concord, as well the ſaid two powers as their ſubjects, without EXCep 


in this year, between the courts of Peterſburg and Copenhagen: 


— 


* 


Ax HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDVCTION. 
The following treaty of amity and commerce was concluded in the begititiog's Odobe, 
7 | . " 

Article I. There ſhall ſubſiſt between her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, her heir 
, g 


and ſucceſſors to the throne, of the one part, and his Majeſty the King of Denmark "FN 
and ſucceſſors to the throne, of the other part, as alſo between their ſtates, kingdoms "mY 


familiarity and good underſtanding 


K t 
ſhall afford mutually, on all occafions, and particularly that which concerns commerce r 


navigation, all the aid and aſſiſtance poſſible in diſplaying for this purpoſe all the zeal of friends 
and good neighbours, and without ever hazarding any thing that can turn to the prejudice or 
detriment of either of the parties. i 


II. Perfect liberty of conſcience ſhall be granted to the ſubjeQs of the two nations in their 


reſpective ſtates, and, conſequently, they ſhall have free liberty to exerciſe the duties of their 


religion in their own houſes, in buildings, or churches, deſtined or permitted for that Purpoſe 
by government, without being troubled or moleſted on any account whatever. | 

„ III. The ſubjeQs of Ruſſia in Denmark, or the ſubjects of Denmark in Ruſſia, ſhall be 
conſtantly regarded and treated as the. moſt favoured nations : and the two high contracting 
parties engage, between them, to grant to their reſpective ſubjeRs all the accommodation and 
aſſiſtance, and all the commercial advantages which can naturally ariſe from ſuch a preference, 
in order, as much as poſſible, to extend and raiſe to a flouriſhing ſtate the commerce of the 
ſubjects of Ruſſia in Denmark, and of the ſubjects of Denmark in Ruſſia; provided, never- 
theleſs, that in all caſes where the preſent treaty ſhall not ſtipulate ſome exemption or privilege 
in favour of the two nations, or of ſome one in particular, the Ruſſian or Daniſh merchants 
ſhall ſubmit in their trade or traffic to the tariff or cuſtom book, ordinances, and laws-of the 
country in which they ſhall be ſettled. | 

« IV. It ſhall be permitted to the ſubjects of each of the allied powers in the ſtates of the 
other, to navigate, ſell, and tranſport freely by water and by land, in all the ports, cities, and 
roads of the two countries, all merchandize of which the coming in and going out is not pro- 
hibited, on payment, however, of the cuſtoms and preſcribed rights in each place, and upon 
conforming thereto in the ſame manner as the veſſels and carriages laden with the like tranſ- 
ports of merchandizes do to the laws eſtabliſhed in the place where ſuch commerce ſhall be 
carried on. Her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias excepts only from the aforeſaid permiſſion, 
her ports of the Black Sea, of the Cafpian Sea, and her other poſſeſſions in Aſia; and his 
Daniſh Majeſty excepts only his poſſeſſions in America, and the other eſtabliſnments which 
he poſſeſſes out of Europe. | | 175 

« V. The commercial ſubjects of the two high contracting parties ſhall pay for their mer- 
chandizes the cuſtoms or duties fixed in the reſpective ſtates by the cuſtom-rate books, accor- 
ding to the preſent or future regulations. And her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias is ſatis- 
fied, that ſhe gives his Daniſh. Majeſty a moſt convincing proof of the eſteem in which the 
holds his Majeſty, in the favour and preference which ſhe profeſles in future to give to the 
Daniſh. ſubjects in her dominions, in granting them permiſſion to diſcharge the duties or cuſ- 
toms in the current money of the country, without being ſubject, as heretofore, to pay tlie 
fame in rixdollars, valuing the rixdollar at 124 copecks current money of Ruſſia; except, 
nevertheleſs, the ports of Livonia, Eſtonia, and Finland, which have particular cuſtoms and 
privileges to which the preſent treaty is not to extend, wo 0 


o 
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« VI. As a reciprocal return for the advantages granted by the preceding article | in favour 

of the commercial ſubje&s of Denmark, his Daniſh Majeſty, wiſhing to benefit the trade of 

the ſubjects of Ruſſia in his TR agrees, 81 5 the Ine treaty, to grant them the in 
advantages % 

« 1, That the Ruſſian leaf whaers; known in Europe under the name of Ukraine tobacco, 
through the paſſage of the Sound, ſhall pay, in future, only eight ſtivers for ten pounds of the 
weights of Ruffia 

« 2, That ſuch merchandizes as are valued or eſtimated by the rate of the laſt, or by weight 
and meaſure, {hall be examined and taxed in paſſing the Sound, according to the laſts, mea- 
ſures, and weights actually uſed in the places and Porta of the Ruſſian empire from whence 
ſach merchandizes ſhall be cleared out. — 72 

„ 3. That the pieces of Riga timber, known under the name of Surren Balden, Which are 
five, fix, ſeven, eight, and nine fathoms in length, ſhall pay for their paſſage through the 
Sound, for twenty pieces, two and a half reichs-orts (about 2s. 944d. ſterling) ; and thoſe 
of the length of from four to one fathom, and leſs, ſhall be reduced to the duty and to the 
meaſure of the pieces of from nine to five fathoms in length, and ſhall pay the cuſtoms of the 
Sound according to that reduction made on the meaſure of the great pieces. 

„ 4, That the Vedaſſe, or Veidaſſe, ſhall be paid at the rate of a dozen ſtivers the laſt, which 
ſhall contain twelve tons of the ſize of thoſe now in uſe at Riga. 

« VII. And, moreover, his Daniſh Majeſty, accuſtomed to favour the intereſts of the em- 
pire of Ruſſia, as thoſe of an ancient friend and ally of his crown, will permit the ſubjects of 
Ruſſia to enjoy, throughout the Sound, an equal treatment with the nations the moſt favoured 
of Denmark, in requiring only one per cent. for all merchandizes of which mention 1s not 
made in the tariff or cuſtom- book. 

«© VIII. The veſſels and merchandizes which belong to the ſubjects of Ruſſia ſhall not be 
ſearched in paſſing the Sound; but with reſpect to the tolls or cuſtoms to be paid for ſuch 
ſhips and merchandizes, credit ſhall be given to the certificates and paſſports, in due form, 
with which ſuch veſſels ſhall be furniſhed from the, magiſtrate or cuſtom-houſe of the place 
from whence they ſhall have cleared out, without requiring any further explanation reſpecting 
the merchandize which compoſes the cargoes of ſuch veſſels, and giving full faith and credit 
to the contents of ſuch letters and paſſports with reſpe& to weight, meaſure, quality, and pack- 
ages; provided, nevertheleſs, that if any fraud ſhall appear committed on this account, mea- 
ſures ſhall be taken, on the firſt requiſition, for the purpoſe of remedying the lame, and pre- 
venting the like in future, { 

IX. The cuſtom-houſe of the Sound, in acquitting the payment of duties, ſhall, at every 
time, be obliged to give the ſpecific detail of duties received on each piece of merchandize, in 
order that it may be verified and clearly aſcertained if any thing ſhall have been exacted too 
much; and the ſaid cuſtom-houſe ſhall not be permitted to depart from this uſage, unleſs the 
captains of veſſels, to accelerate their voyage, ſhould content themſelves with an acquittal in 
the groſs of duties paid for the whole of their cargoes. | | 

KX. The Ruſlan trading ſhips, after having paid the tolls or duties of the gend, whe- 
ther upon entering the Baltic ſea, or that having gone out thereof, ſhould they be obliged by 


tempeſt, contrary winds, or otherwiſe, to return to the Sound, ſhall not be any longer liable to 
pay the ſaid duties a ſecond time. 
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of the reſpective ſtates, they ſhall refit and provide themſelves with all things 
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2 KI. An exemption of port duties, and. generally of all. others, ſhall be n Kan 
veſſels which ſhall paſs before the fort of Gliikſtat, and other places which | 


on the Elbe, ſo that theſe veſſels, in going and coming, ſhall not be ſearch 


belong to Denmark 
| ed, detained, or 


diſturbed, unleſs that in time of war'there ſhould be ſtrong and ſpecific reaſons to ſuſpect them 


XII. As often as the ſubjects of Ruſſia or Denmark, by tempeſts, or to avoid the 


fuit of ſome pirate, or other unavoidable accident, ſhall be obliged to take refuge in the © - 


a | . neceſſary, and 
put to ſea in free liberty, without ſubmitting to the leaſt ſearch, or the payment of any port 


fees, or other duties Whatſoever; on condition, however, that during their ſtay they ſhall take 
nothing out of their veſſels, nor expoſe any merchandize to ſale, and that they ſhall conform, 
in all things, to the laws, ſtatutes, and cuſtoms of the place or port into which they ſhall ſo 
enter. | | 

XIII. No ſhip, whether a merchant-man, or ſhip of war, belonging to the ſubjects of 
one of the allied powers, nor any perſon belonging thereto, ſhall be liable to be ſtopped, nor 
ſhall the merchandizes be ſeized in the ports of the other. But this is, nevertheleſs, not to 
extend to ſeizures or legal arreſts on account of perſonal debts contracted in that country by 
the proprietors of any ſuch veſſels or cargoes; in which caſes, the proceedings ſhall be accor. 
ding to the laws and judicial forms of the country; and in caſe of perſonal delinquency, it is 


clearly underſtood, that every one ſhall be ſubject to the puniſhments eſtabliſhed by the laws 


of the country where the ſhip or veſſel ſhall-then'be. W 

XIV. No ſhip or tranſport whatever belonging to the one power, ſhall be forced by the 
other to ſerve in war againſt their will. | : 

«© XV, If the veſſels of the ſubjects of the two contracting powers ſhould run aground, or 
be wrecked on the coaſts of either the one or the other, their reſpective ſubjects ſhall be en- 
titled, as well for themſelves as for their veſſels and effects, to all poſſible ſuccour and aſſiſtance, 
the ſame as the inhabitants of the country themſelves; paying, nevertheleſs, the ſame charges 
and cuſtoms to which the proper ſubjects of the ſtate are in like caſes ſubject, on the coaſts 
where they ſhall be ſo aground or wrecked. 1 7 

«© XVI. When one of the two contracting powers ſhall be at war with the other ſtates, 
the communication and free commerce of the ſubje cts of the other with ſuch ſtates, ſhall not 
be interrupted ; and at is to the contrary, in this caſe, that the two crowns, intimately con- 
vinced of the wiſdom of principles, which, for the general good of all commercial people, 
have been fixed and decreed in the Maritime Convention between them at Copenhagen, the 
23th of June and July, 1780, declare their determination to make them the unalterable rule of 
their conduct, and to have recourſe to them on every occaſion, as to laws and ſtipulations 


which merit a diſtinguiſhed rank in the code of humanity. 


« XVII. In conſequence whereof they here immediately apply to themſelves the four im- 
portant axioms, which, in caſe of war, have been eſtabliſhed in favour of the rights of all neu- 


_ tral powers in general, viz. | 


„ 1. That all veſſels ſhall have liberty to navigate freely from one port to another, and on 
the coaſts of nations at war. 
2. That the property of all the ſubjects to the ſaid powers ſhall, in time of war, be tree 


in all neutral veſſels, excepting goods which are contraband. Me 
6 3. That 
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« 3. That in order to determine that which characterizes a blocked port, none ſhall be fo 
denominated, but where the approach of the aſſailing power is ſo near, arid ſo fituated; that 
there muſt be evident danger in entering it. We | 2h 

« 4, That neutral veſſels ſhall not be topped but upon juſt cauſes, founded on the moſt 
clear facts; that they ſhall have judgment without delay; that the proceedings ſhall be always 
uniform, expeditions, and legal; and that at all times, beſides the recompence which ſhall be 
made to thoſe who ſhall have ſuffered loſs without having been in fault, a complete ſatisfaction 
ſhall be made for the inſult given to the reſpective flags. | | 

« XVIII. The trading veſſels of the reſpective ſubjects, navigating alone, and which ſhall 
be met with either coaſting, or in the open ſea, by the ſhips of war, or other armed veſſels of 
either of the two contracting powers engaged in a war with any other powers, ſhall ſubmit to 
be ſearched ; but, at the ſame time that the ſaid merchant-ſhips ſhall be prohibited from throw- 
ing any papers overboard, the ſhips of war or privateers aforeſaid, ſhall, on their part, remain 
conſtantly beyond the diſtance of gun-ſhot from ſuch merchant-ſhips ; and entirely to prevent 
all diſorder and violence, it is agreed, that ſuch ſhips of war or other armed veſſels, ſhall never 


ſend off more than two or three men in their chaloupes, to go on board them, to examine 


their paſſports and papers which contain a ſtate of the property and commiſſions of the veſſels ; 


but ſuppoſing, nevertheleſs, that ſuch merchant veſſels are found eſcorted by one or more ſhips 


of war, the ſimple declaration of the officer commanding the eſcort, that the veſſels carry no- 


thing contraband, ſhall be looked upon as fully ſufficient, and no farther ſearch ſhall take place. 


« XIX. As ſoon as it has been made to appear, by the documents produced, or by the 
verbal aſſurance of the officer commanding the eſcort, that the merchant-ſhips ſo met at ſea 
are not laden with contraband, they ſhall be free to continue their route, without any further 
hinderance ; and thoſe ſhips of war or privateers, on one part or the other, who ſhall, not- 
withſtanding, moleſt or damage, in any manner whatever, the ſhips in queſtion, ſhall be obli- 
ged to anſwer for it in their perſons and property, beſides the. reparation' due for the inſult 
given to the flag. | ; N 

* XX. That if, on the contrary, a veſſel, on being ſearched, ſhall be detected with con- 
traband goods on board, the cheſts, trunks, bales, and caſks which ſhall be ſo found in the 


ſame veſſel, ſhall not be broken, nor the leaſt part of the merchandizes diſturbed ; but the 


captor ſhall have a right to bring the ſaid veſſel into port, where, after commencing his legal 
proceſs before the judge of the admiralty, according to the eſtabliſhed rules and laws, and after 
that definitive ſentence ſhall have been paſſed, the prohibited goods or merchandize, or ſucMas 
ihall be pronounced to be contraband, ſhall be confiſcated, whilſt the other effects and mer- 
chandizes which were found with them in the ſame ſhip, ſhall be reſtored, without either the 
veſſel or effects being liable to be detained under pretence of coſts, damage, or penalties. 

** During the continuance of the proceſs, the captain, after having delivered the goods taken 
for contraband, ſhall not be obliged, againſt his will, to wait for the concluſion of the proceſs, 
but may put to ſea with the veſſel and the reſt of his cargo, whenever he ſhall think proper 
And in caſe that a veſſel of one of the two powers, being at peace, ſhall be ſeized, in open ſea, 


by a man of war or privateer of the other power, being at war, and ſhall be laden with mer- 


chandize, acknowledged for contraband, the maſter of ſuch merchant veſſel ſhall be at liberty, 
if he thinks proper, to abandon immediately ſuch contraband merchandize to his captor, who 
ſhall be obliged to content himſelf with ſuch veluntary abandonment, without retaining, mo- 
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XXI. The following articles only are thoſe which ſhall be underſtood to come under the 
denomination of contraband, -viz. cannons, mortars, fire-arms, piſtols, bombs, grenades | 
fuſees, flints, matches, gunpowder, ſaltpetre, . ſulphur, cuiraſſes, pikes, ſwords, : belts, © ng 
a - ©  Ches, ſaddles and bridles; excepting, at all times, the quantity which is negeſſary for the de- 
fence of the ſhip and ſhip's company; and all other articles whatſoever, . which are not hers 
named, ſhall not be reputed ammunitions of war, or naval ſtores; nor be liable to confiſcation 
and, conſequently, ſhall paſs freely, without being ſubject to the leaſt moleſtation. ; 
VXXII. Although, by the twenty-firſt article of this treaty, all articles of contraband are 
found clearly ſpecified, and determined in ſuch a manner, that all merchandize not therein ex. 
preſsly named, ought to be reputed free and ſecure. from ſeizure, nevertheleſs, her Imperial 
and his Daniſh Majeſty, knowing the difficulties which have ariſen during the preſent mari. 
time war, touching the liberty which the neutral nations ought to enjoy in buying veſſels be. 
longing to the belligerent powers, or to their ſubjects, have Judged proper, in order to remove 
all doubt which might poſſibly ariſe on this matter, to ſtipulate, that in caſe of a war between 
one of them with any other power whatſoever, the ſubjects of the other contracting party 
which ſhall remain in peace, ſhall be at liberty to purchaſe of the ſubjects, or cauſe to be con- 
ſtructed in ports of the power at war with the other contracting party, as many veſſels as they 
ſhall think proper, without being ſubject to any difficulty on the part of ſuch power, or of its 
privateers; provided, nevertheleſs, that ſuch veſſels be provided with all neceſſary documents 
to aſcertain the property, and its legal acquiſition, to be in the ſubjects of the neutral power. 
„% XXIII. It is alſo agreed between them, that the ſubjects of any power at war with either 
of them, who ſhall be found in their ſervice, and thoſe who ſhatt be naturalized, or ſhall have 
acquired the right of denization, even during the war, , ſhall not be looked upon or treated on 
any other footing than the ſubjects born in their reſpeCtive ſtates, | | 
«© XXIV. As each of the two contracting powers may, for the advantage of the commerce 
of their ſubje&s, appoint conſuls in the ſtates of their reſpective dominions reciprocally, it is 
mutually agreed between them, that the reſpective ſubjects ſhall, in all their proceſſes among 
them, and other lawſuits, by the proper conſent and agreement of the parties, have recourſe to 
the judgment of their reſpeQive conſuls ; and that not only the deciſions of their ſaid conſuls 
ſhall be perſectly valid and legal, but in order to enforce the execution of their determinations, 
they ſhall alſo, in caſes of neceſſity, call in the power and aſſiſtance of the tribunals of the 
place. But whenever the parties in diſpute will not have recourſe to the authority of their 
own conſuls, they ſhall make application to the ordinary tribunals of the country where they 
ſhall then be; which tribunals ſhall be attentive to render them the moſt expeditious and moſt 
ſtrict juſtice, according to the laws and regulations eſtabliſhed by thoſe. tribunals ; and, in 
either caſe, the reſpective ſubjects may chuſe, to plead or conduct their cauſe, ſuch counſellors, 
attornies, or notaries, as they ſhall think proper, provided they be duly recognized as ſuch by 
the government, or the courts eſtabliſhed for that purpoſe. 4 | 
« XXV. The aforeſaid conſuls, in quality of officers of a friendly and allied power, ſhall 
have power likewiſe, with the conſent of the two high contracting parties, to ſettle the diſ- 
— putes, and finally decide between merchants of their reſpective nations; but in all caſes which 
concern their own particular affairs, they ſhall not be the leſs ſubordinate themſelves to the 
Jaws and tribunals of the country where they ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
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„% XXVI. When the Ruſſian and Daniſh merchants ſhall enter in the cuſtom-houſe their 
contracts or bargains for ſale or purchaſe of merchandizes by their clerks, ſupercargoes, or 
other agents employed by them, the cuſtom-houſe of Ruſſia, in which thoſe contracts ſhall be 
regiſtered, ſhall examine carefully if thoſe who contract for the account of their principals, 
are furniſhed by them with full powers, made in good and ſufficient form; in which caſe, the 
{aid principals ſhall be reſponſible for the ſame as if they had contracted in perſon. But if the 
{aid ſupercargoes or agents, employed by the aforeſaid merchants, are not provided with orders 
or ſufficient powers, they ought not to be credited on their word: and although the cuſtom- 
houſes may be charged with the care of this object, the parties themſelves who contract ſhall 
not be the leſs bound to take care, that the grants, bargains, or contracts, that may be ſo made, 
{hall not exceed the powers which have been entruſted to them by their principals, as the latter 
are only bound to anſwer for the obje& and value for which the powers were given by them. 
The cuſtom-houſes of Denmark ſhall obſerve the ſame conduct with reſpe& to the contracts, 
purchaſes, and ſales, between the Ruſſian and Daniſh merchants in the ſtates of his Daniſh 
Majeſty. 

XXVII. All poſſible ſupport ſhall be given to the refpefiive ſubjects, againſt thoſe 
amongſt themſelves who ſhall not fulfil the engagements of contracts made according to the 
forms preſcribed, and regiſtered at the cuſtom-houſe; and, for this purpoſe, government, on 
both fides, ſhall employ, in caſe of neceſſity, all authority and affiſtance requiſite to compel 
the appearance of the parties before the proper tribunals of the place where ſuch contracts ſhall 
have been made and regiſtered, and alſo to oblige the contractors to the ſpecific performance 
thereof. 

« XXVIII. The Daniſh merchants eſtabliſhed in Ruflia ſhall pay for the merchandizes 
which they ſhall buy, in the ſame current money of Ruſſia that they ſhall have received for 
their merchandizes ſold, unleſs that in their contracts or agreements made between the buyer 
and ſeller, it may have been ſtipulated to the contrary. The Ruſſian merchants eſtabliſhed 1 in 
the ſtates of Denmark ſhall enjoy reciprocally the ſame advantage. 

XXIX. The neceſſary mutual precautions ſhall be taken, that the ſorting the merchan- 
dizes may be truſted to perſons of known intelligence and probity, to the end that the reſpee- 
tive ſubjects may, by that means, be guarded againſt an improper choice of merchandizes and 
fraudulent packages; and whenever there ſhall be ſufficient proofs of treſpaſs, negligence, or 
of bad faith in the exerciſe of the duty-of their offices, they ſhall be . A and obliged to 
make good all loſſes incurred by their fault. | 

* XXX. The reſpective ſubjects ſhall have full liberty, at the reſpective places of lens, 
to keep books of trade or commerce, in whatever language they think proper, without any 
preſcription or reſtraint on that account; and it ſhall not be required of them to produce their 
books of accounts or of commerce, unleſs to juſtify themſelves in caſe of hankruptcy or pro- 
cels at law.; but in this laſt caſe, they ſhall not be obliged to preſent or ſhew more than the 
articles neceſſary to the eclairciſſement of the affair in queſtion. 

* XXXI. If it ſhould happen, that a ſubje& of Ruſſia, in the ſtates of Denmark, or a 
ſubject of Denmark, in the ſtates of Ruſſia, ſhould become a bankrupt, without having ac- 
quired the right of denizen or citizen, the creditors, under authority of the magiſtrates of 
each place, ſhall name truſtees, to whom all the effects, books, and papers of him who ſhall 
have become a bankrupt ſhall be entruſted ; and then the creditors who ſhall have claims to two- 


thirds of the ſock, if they vote. in favour of any arrangement whatever concerning the diftri- 
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to the laws, ordinances, and ſtatutes of the country where they ſhall be naturalized. 
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ditors, 
ſhall be obliged to ſubmit to their arrangement: but with reſpect to the ſubjects of 3 * 
tive ſtates who ſhall be naturalized, or thall have acquired the right of citizen in gy 4 


. Gre | ſt 
the other contracting party, they thall ſubmit, in caſe of bankruptcy, (as in all oth ates of 


er affairs) 


+ XRXXll. The Daniſh merchants eſtabliſhed in Ruſſia, ſhall be permitted to build 
to buy, ſell, and hire houſes in all the cities of this empire, (Ruſſia) which have a 
rights and privileges contrary to theſe acquiſitions ; and it is ſpecifically agreed, that at $:, 
Peterſburg, Moſcow, and Archangel, the houſes poſſeſſed and inhabited by the Daniſh mer. 


chants, ſhall be exempt from lodgement or the quartering of troops or ſoldiers, fo long as the 


| houſes belong to, or are actually occupied by themſelves ; but the houſes which they {hall let 


or take to hire, ſhall not be ſo exempted. In all the other cities of the empire of Rufha, the 
houſes bought or built by Daniſh merchants, who ſhall eſtabliſh themſelves there, ſhall not 
enjoy the exemptions granted, only in the three cities above ſpecified. If, nevertheleſs, it hall 
be judged proper, in the courſe of time, to make a general order to take a pecuniary commu- 
tation for the proviſion of quarters, the Daniſh merchants ſhall be ſubje& to it as well a; 
others. "82 vo | | 

« His Daniſh Majeſty engages reciprocally, that the Ruſſian merchants eſtabliſhed in his 
ſtates, ſhall enjoy the ſame exemptions and privileges which are granted by this preſent article 
to the Daniſh merchants eſtabliſhed in Rufſia, and on the fame conditions as above ſpecified. 

XXXIII. Thoſe of the reſpective ſubje&s who ſhall be inclined to quit the provinces, 
cities, and ſtates of either of the contracting powers, ſhall not experience any hinderance on 
the part of government ; but they ſhall have granted them, with the accuſtomed precautions of 
each place, the neceſſary paſſports, entitling them to go and take away freely all property which 
they may have brought or acquired there, after having firſt paid their dehts, and the dues and 


duties appointed by the laws, ordinances, and ſtatutes of the reſpective ſtates. 


«© XXXIV. Although the right of eſcheat does not exiſt in the ſtates of the two contract- 
ing powers, it is, nevertheleſs, agreed between them, to prevent all doubts which may ariſe 
thereupon, that the effects, moveable or immoveable, left by the death of any of the reſpective 
ſubjects in the ſtates of the other power, ſhall deſcend freely, without any obſtacle whatever, to 
the right heirs of an inteſtate, or legatees by the will of the deceaſed, who ſhall, in conſequence 
thereof, take immediate poſſeſſion of the eſtate, either by themſelves or by letter of attorney, as 
well as the teſtamentary executors, if any ſhould have been named by the deceaſed; and the 
ſaid heirs ſhall afterwards diſpoſe of the eſtate which ſhall have been left them as they think 
proper, after having paid the different dues, duties, and fees eſtabliſhed by the laws of the ſtate 
where the ſaid ſucceſſion ſhall have been left. And in caſe that the heirs ſhould: be abſent, or 
ſhould be minors, incapable of claiming their rights, then an inventory ſhall be taken of all 
the ſucceſſion by a notary public, in prefence of a judge, or of the tribunals of. the place, ac- 
companied by the conſul of the nation of the deceaſed, if there be one in the ſame place, and 
of two other perſons worthy of truſt, and afterwards put into- ſome public eſtabliſhment or 
fund, or into the hands of two or three merchants, who ſhall be named for that purpoſe by 
the ſaid conſul ; or if he ſhould neglect to nominate two ſuch perſons, then into the hands of 
perſons appointed by public authority for that purpoſe, to the end, that the eſtate or effects 
may be by them held and preſerved for the legitimate heirs and true proprietors. And if there 
ſhould ariſe any diſpute relative to ſuch eſtate between different claimants, then the Judges "a 

ek 
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obs the place where the effects of the deceaſed are found, ſhall decide the (ge by gelt ve fen- 
tence, according to the laws of the country, 

« XXXV, If peace ſhould be broken between the two contracting patties; (which, God 
forbid |) the perfons of the reſpective ſubjects ſhall not be ſtopped, rior their veſſels nor effects 
confiſcated ; but one year, at leaſt, ſhall be granted them to fell, part with, or remove their 
effects, with a view to repair to whatever place they ſhall think proper, after having, never- 
theleſs, paid all the debts which may be legally demanded of them: this likewiſe ſhall be un- 
gerſtood of thoſe of the reſpective fubjects who ſhalt ſerve by ſea or by land, and both the one 

and the other ſhall be permitted, before or at the time of their departure, to make to whom- 

| ſoever they ſhall think proper, or to diſpoſe agreeable to their will and convenience, of ſuch of 

1 their effects as they ſhall not have been already able to diſpoſe of; ſo that thoſe who owe them | 

money, as well as thoſe to whom they owe money ſhall be equally obliged to pay their debts, 
the ſame as if no ſuch rupture had happened. 

« XXXVI. The preſent treaty ſhall be in force for the term of twelve years, and all which 
is found therein decrerd, is to be invariably obſerved during this interval, and executed in its 
ſull tenor and meaning: provided, that before the expiration of the term of the ſaid treaty, it 

| ſhould depend on the $066 pleaſure of the two high . parties to er to its pro- 
longation. 

« XXXVII. The two high contracting powers engage to ratify the preſent treaty of com- 
merce, and the ratification of it ſhall be exchanged, in good and due form, in the ſpace of fix 
weeks from the day of the date of ſigning, or ſooner, if poſſible. In faith of which, we, the 
under-ſigned, in virtue of our powers nnn . thereunto ſet our names, and 
affixed the ſeal of our arms. 

« Done at St. Peterſburg, the -Z;th of October, 1782. | ; 

« (L. S.) PETER CHRISTIAN DE SCHUMACHER, 
4% (L. S.) JEAN CounT DE OSTERMAN, 

* (L. S.) ALEXANDER CounT DE WORON TZ Ow. 
(L. S.) ALEXANDER DE BEZBORODK 0, 

(L. S.) PETER DE BAcounin.” 

27 This treaty of amity and commerce was ratified by their Imperial and Royal Majeſties, 
and the ratifications were exchanged according to the common cuſtom, by the reſpective 
plenipotentiaries. 

At this time was alſo concluded the following treaty at the Hague, between the republic of 
Holland and the United States of America. Though it is founded on tlie bafis of the ſecret 
treaty of 1778, yet as it appears in a new ſhape, and in its preſent form and ſubſtance is ad- 
mitted as a part of the commercial law of Europe, we ſhall give it at large. 

Their High Mightineſſes the States-General'of the United Netherlands, and the United 
States of America, deſiring to afcertain, in a permanent and equitable manner, the rules to be 
obſerved relative to the commerce and correſpondence which they intend to eftabliſh between 
their reſpeCtive ſtates, countries, and inhabitants, have judged, that the faid end cannot be 
better obtained than by eſtabliſhing the moſt perfect equality and reciprocity for the baſis of 
their agreement, and. by avoiding all thoſe burthenſome preferences which arc uſually the 
tources of debate, embarraſſment, and diſcontent ; by leaving alſo each party at liberty to 
make, reſpecting commerce and navigation, ſach ulterior regulations as it 'flialt find moſt con- 
venient to itſelf, and by founding the advantages of commerce folely upon reciprocal utility, 
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1782 and the juſt rules of free intercourſe, reſerving withal, to each party, the liber 
at its pleaſure, other nations to a participation of the ſame advantages. 
2 * « On theſe principles, their High Mightineſſes have named ſor their plempotentiaries, Meſ. 
ſie urs their deputies for foreign affairs; and the ſaid. United States of America, on their | 
have furniſhed: with full powers. Mr. John Adams, late commiſſioner. of the United es 
; | $ of 
| America at the Court of Verſailles, &c. who have agreed and coneluded as follows: 
Article I. There ſhall be a firm, inviolable, and univerſal peace, and fincere friendſhi 
between their High: Mightineſſes the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands oh. 
the United States of America; and between the ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid partice | 
.and between the countries, iſlands, cities, and places, ſituated under the juriſdiction of he 
ſaid United Netherlands, and the ſaid Unned States of America, their ſubjects and inhabitants 
of every degree, without exception ſof perſons or places. | 10 
II. The ſubjects of the ſaid States General of the United Netherlands ſhall pay in the 
ports, havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities, or places of the United States of America, or 
N any of them, no other nor greater duties or impoſts, of whatever nature or denomination they 
may be, than thoſe which the nations the moſt favoured are or ſhall be obliged to pay; and 
they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, na- 
vigation, and commerce, which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in paſſing from. 
one port to another in the ſaid ſtates, or in going from any of thoſe ports to any foreign port 
of the world, or from any foreign port of the world to any of thoſe ports. 

III. The ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid United States-of. America, ſhall pay in the 
ports,” havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities, or places of the ſaid . United. Netherlands, or 
any of them, no other nor greater duties or impoſts, of whatever nature or-denominatian they 
may be, than thoſe which the nations the moſt favoured are or ſhall be obliged to pay, and 
they ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, navi- 
gation, and commerce, which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in paſſing from one 
port to another in the ſaid ſtates, or from any one towards any one of theſe ports, from or to 
any foreign port of the world; and the United States of America, with their ſubjects and in- 
habitants, ſhall leave to thoſe of their High Mightineſſes the peaceable enjoyment of their 
rights in the countries, iſlands, and ſeas in the Eaſt and Weſt. Indies, withaut any binderance 
or moleſtation. | 1 e | 

« IV. There ſhall be an entire and perfect liberty of conſcience allowed to the ſubjects and 
inhabitants of each party, and to their families, and no one ſhall be moleſted in regard to his 
worſhip, provided he ſubmits as to the public demonſtration of it, to the laws of the country; 
there ſhall be given, moreover, liberty, when any ſubjects or inhabitants of either party ſhall 
die in the territory of the other, to bury them in the uſual burying places, or in decent or 

convenient grounds to be appointed for that purpoſe, as occaſion ſhall require; and the dead 
bodies of thoſe who are buried ſhall not, in any wiſe, be moleſted. - And the two contracting 
parties ſhall provide each one in his juriſdiction, that their reſpective ſubjects and inhabitants 
may henceforward obtain the requiſite certificates in caſes of deaths in which they ſhall be in- 
tereſted. F-16664 | 

„% V. Their High Mightineſſes the States General, of the United Netherlands, and the 
United States of America, ſhall endeavour, by all the means in their power, to defend and 
protect all veſſels and other effects belonging to their ſubjects and inhabitants reſpectively, or 


to any of them in their ports, roads, havens, internal ſeas, paſſes, rivers, and as far as their 
juriſdiction 
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jariſdiftion extends at ſea, and to recover and cauſe to be reſtored to the true proprietors, their | 
agents, or attornies, all ſuch veſſels and effects which ſhall be taken. under their juriſdictions, 


and their veſſels of war and convoys, in caſes when they may have a common enemy, ſhall 


take under their protection all the veſſels belonging to the ſubjects and inhabitants of either 
party, which ſhall not be laden with contraband goods, according to the deſcription which 


{hall be made of them hereafter, for places with which one of the parties is in peace and the 
other at war, not deſtined for any place blocked, and which ſhall hold the ſame courſe or fol- 


low the ſame route: and they ſhall defend ſuch veſſels as long as they ſhall hold the ſame courſe 


or follow the ſame route againſt all attacks, force, and violence of the common enemy, in the- 
fame manner as they ought to protect and defend the veſlels belonging to their own reſpec-- 


tive ſubjects. | 


« VI. The ſubjects of the contracting parties may, on one ſide and on the other, in the 
reſpective countries and ſtates, diſpoſe of their effects by teſtament, donation, or otherwiſe; 


and their heirs, ſubjects of one of the parties, and reſiding in the country of the other or elſe- 
where, ſhall receive ſuch ſucceſſions, even ab inte/tato, whether to perſon or by their attorney 


or ſubſtitute, even although they ſhall not have obtained letters of naturalization, without 
having the effect of ſuch commiſſion conteſted under pretext of any rights or prerogatives of 
any province, eity, or private perſon; and if the heirs, to whom ſuch ſucceſſion may have 
fallen, ſhall be minors, the tutors or curators eſtabliſhed by the judge domieniary of the ſaid. 
minors, may govern, dire&, adminiſter, ſell, and alterate the effects fallen to the ſaid minors. 
by inheritance, and in general, in relation to the ſaid ſucceſſions and effects, uſe all the rights 
and fulfil all the functions which belong to the diſpoſition of the laws, to guardians, tutors, 
and curators : provided, nevertheleſs, that this diſpoſition cannot take place but in caſes where 
the teſtator ſhall not have named guardians, tutors, curators, by teſtament, codicil, or other 


legal inſtrument. 


VII. It ſhall be lawful and free for the ſubjects of each party to employ fuch advocates, . 


attornies, notaries, ſolicitors, or factors, as they ſhall judge proper. | 
« VIII, Merchants, maſters, and owners of ſhips, mariners, men of all kinds, ſhips, and 
veſſels, and all merchandizes, and goods in general, and effects of one of the confederates, or 


of the ſubjeAs thereof, ſhall not be ſeized or detained in any of the countries, lands, iſlands, 


cities, places, ports, ſhores, or denominations whatſoever 'of the other confederate for any 
military expedition, public or private uſe of any one, by arreſts, violence, or any colour here- 


of; much leſs ſhall it be permitted to the ſubjects of either party to take or extort, by force, 
any thing from the ſubjects of the other party without the conſent of the owner; which, how- | 


ever, is not to be underſtood of ſeizures, deſcentions, and arreſts, which ſhall be made by the 
command and authority of juſtice, and by the ordinary methods on account of debts or crimes, 


in reſpect whereof, the proceedings muſt be, by way of law, according to the forms of juſtice. . 
* IX. It is farther agreed and concluded, that it ſhall be wholly free for all merchants, . 
commanders of ſhips, and other ſubjects and inhabitants of the contracting parties, in every 


place ſubjeRed to the juriſdiction of the two powers reſpeQively, to manage themſelves their 


own bufineſs: and, moreover, as to the uſe of interpreters or brokers, as alſo in relation to 
the loading or unloading of their veſſels, and every thing which has relation thereto, they ſhall 
be, on one fide and on the other, confidered and treated upon the. footing of natural ſubjects, 
or, at leaſt, upon an equality with the moſt fayoured nation. 

| | e Fs % XN. The 


* 
* 
I s — _= " —_— 2 . — 2 =—_ - E =. V ” 
l & 8 
* 2 of » doo , 
A YI ARE :: ¼ | — . 1 © 
| 3 =: 4 = < * 2 9 a 
- * * r = " 5 — — — * 10 —— - by 
. \ A \ Lol 
——_ * Ae - = i —_ 


* 
* 
—_ —_ 
- RA <4L — 


— e 
= — a. FED: — — % oa | p 
TEE a = a —_—_ = 


FS #) 


SP 
+ — — - 
4 
Lo 
- = = 


1 


hall be given to the word of the officer who ſhall conduct the convoy. | = 
«« XL. If, by exhibiting the ſea letters and other documents deſcribed more particularly 'n i 


A. 5. 
1782 


upon the high ſeas as in the ports, their ſea letters and other documents deſcribed ; 


© 
I, 
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«© X. The merchant lips of either of the parties, coming from the 
from their own or a neutral pott, may-navigate freely towards any port 
other ally : they thall be, nevertheleſs, held, whenever it ſhall be required, to exhib 


article, ſtating expreſsly, that their effects are not of the number of thoſe which are prohibited 
as contraband: and not having any contraband goods for an enemy's port, they may free! 

and without hinderance, purſue their voyage towards the port of an enemy, Nevertheleſs N 
ſhall not be required to examine the papers of veſſels convoyed by veſſels of war, 


„it 
but credence 


the 25th article of this treaty, the other party ſhall diſcover there are any of thoſe ſorts of 


goods which #re declared prohibited and contraband, and that they are conſigned. for a port 


under the obedience of his enemy, it ſhall not be lawfal to break up the hatches of ſuch ſhip, 
nor to open any cheſt, coffer, packs, caſks, or other veſſels found therein, or to remove the 
ſmalleſt parcel of her goods, whether the ſaid veſſel belongs to the ſubjects of their High Migh- 
tineſſes the States General of the United Netherlands, or to the ſubjects or inhabitants of tlie 
ſaid United States of America, unleſs the lading be brought on ſhore in preſence of the officers 
of the court of Admiralty, and an inventory thereof made, but there ſhall be no allowance to 
ſell, exchange, or alienate the ſame until after that due and lawful proceſs ſhall have been had 
againſt ſuch prohibited goods of contraband, and the Court of Admiralty, by a ſentence pro- 
nounced, ſhall have confiſcated the ſame, ſaving always as well the ſhip itſelf as any other goods 
found therein, which are to be eſteemed free, and may not be detained on pretence of their 
being infected by the prohibited goods, much leſs thall they be confiſcated as lawful prizes: 


but, on the contrary, when by the viſitation at land it ſhall, be found that there are no contra- 


band goods in the veſſel, and it ſhall not appear by the papers, that he who has taken and car- 
ried in the veſſel has been able to.difcover any there, he ought to be condemned in all the 
charges, damages, and, intereſts of them, which he ſhall have cauſed both to the owners of 
veſſels and to the owners and freighters of cargoes with. which they ſhall be loaded, by his 
temerity in taking and carrying them in, declaring moſt expreſsly; the free veſſels ſhall aſſure 
the liberty of the effects with which they ſhall be loaded, and that this liberty ſhall extend it- 
ſelf equally to the perſons who ſhall be found in a free veſſel, who may not be taken out of her, 
unleſs they are military men actually in the ſervice of an enemy, | | 

« XII. On the contrary, it is agreed, that whatever ſhall be found to be laden by the ſub- 
jects and inhabitants of either party on any ſhip belonging to the enemies of the other, or to 
their ſubjects, although it be not comprehended under the ſort of prohibited goods, the, whole 
may be confiſcated in the ſame manner as if it belonged to the enemy; except, nevertheleſs, 
ſuch effects and merchandizes as were put on board ſuch veſſel before the declaration of war, 
or within fix months after it, which effects ſhall not be, in any manner, ſubject te confiſca- 
tion, but ſhall be faithfully, and without delay, reſtored in nature to the-owners who ſhall 


claim them, or cauſe them to be claimed, before the confiſcation and ſale, as alſo their pro- 


of either party, that they do not ſuffer any moleſtation from the veſſels of war or privateers of 


ceeds, if the-claim could not be made but in the ſpace. of eight months after the ſale, which 

ought to be public: provided, nevertheleſs, that if the ſaid merchandises are contraband, if 

ſhall, by no means, be lawful to tranſport them afterwards to any port belonging to enemies. 
XIII. And that more effectual care may be taken for the ſecurity of ſubjects and peop's 


the 


i 


port of an enemy, or 
of an enemy of the 
it, as well 
n the 25th 


4. 0. 
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the other party, it ſhall be forbidden to all the ammo" of veſſels of war and other armed 
veſſels of the ſaid States General of the United Netherlands, and the ſaid United States of Ame- 
rica, as well as to all their officers, ſubjects and people, to give any offence, or do any damage 
to thoſe of the other party: and if they act to the contraty, they ſhall be, upon the firſt com- 
plaint which ſhall be made of it, being found guilty after a juſt examination, puniſhed by their 
proper Judges, and, moreover, obliged to make ſatisfaction for all damages afid intereſts there- 
of by reparation, under pain and obligation of their perſons and goods. 

« XIV. For further determining of what has been ſaid, all captains of privateers, or fitters 
out of veſſels armed for war, under commiſſion and on account of private perſons, ſhall be held 
before their departure, to give ſufficient caution before competent judges, either to be entirely 
reſponſible for the malverſations which they may commit in their cruizes or voyages, as well as 
for the contraventions of their captains and officers, againſt the preſent treaty, and againſt the 
ordinances and edits which ſhall be publiſhed in conſequence of, and conformably to it, under 
pain of forfeiture and nullity of the ſaid commiſſion. 

« XV. All veſſels and merchandizes of whatſoever nature, which ſhall be reſcued out of 
the hands of any pirates or robbers, navigating the high ſeas, without requiſite commiſſions, 
ſhall be brought into ſome port of one of the two States, and depoſited in the hands of the of- 
ficers of that port, in order to be reſtored entire to the true proprietor, as ſoon as due and 
ſuſficient proofs ſhall be made concerning the property thereof. 

„XVI. If any ſhips or veſſels belonging to either of the parties, their ſubjects or people, 
ſhall, within the coaſts or dominions of the other, ſtick upon the ſands or be wrecked, or 
ſuffer any other ſea damage, all friendly aſſiſtance and relief ſhall be given to the perſons ſhip- 
wrecked, or ſuch as ſhall be in danger thereof; and the veſſels, effects and merchandizes, or 
the part of them, which ſhall have been ſaved, or the proceeds of them, if being periſhable they 
ſhall have been ſold, being claimed within a year and a day, by the maſters or owners, or their 
azents or attornies, ſhall be reſtored, paying only the reaſonable charges, and that which muſt 
be paid, in the ſame caſe, for the ſalvage, by the proper ſubjects of the country; there ſhall 
alſo be delivered them ſafe conduits or paſſports, for their free and ſafe Fram from thence, 
and to return each one to his own country. 

« XVII. In caſe the ſubjects or people of either party, with their ſhipping, whether public 
and of war, or private and of merchants, be forced, through ſtreſs of weather, purſuit of pirates 
or enemies, or any other urgent neceſſity for ſeeking of ſhelter and harbour, to retreat and 
enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads or ſhores, belonging to the other party, 
they ſhall be received with all humanity and kindneſs, and enjoy all friendly protection and 
help, and they ſhall be permitted to refreſh and provide themſelves at reafonable rates, with 
vittuals and all things needful for the ſuſtenance of their perſons, or reparation of their ſhips ; 
and they ſhall no ways be detained or hindered from returning out of. the ſaid ports or roads, 
but may remove and depart when and whither they pleaſe, without any let or hinderance. 

XVIII. For the better promoting of commerce on both ſides, it is agreed, that if a war 
ſhould break out between their High Mightineſſes the States General of the United Nether- 
lands and the United States of America, there ſhall always be granted to the ſubjects on each 
ſide, the term of nine months, after the date of the rupture, or the proclaination of war; to 
the end that they may retire with their effects, and tranſport them where they pleaſe; which 
it ſhall be lawful for them to do, as well as to ſell or tranſport their effects and goods in all 
freedom, and without hinderance, and without being able to proceed during the ſaid term of 


nine 
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4. b. Ge | | 

x782 nine months, to any arreſt of their effects, much leſs of their perſons; on the c 

Hhall be given them, for their veſſels and their effects which they would carry away, paſlports 
and life conduẽts, for the neareſt ports of their reſpective countries, and for the time neceſſar 

for the voyage, and no prize made at ſea ſhall be adjudged lawful, at leaſt if the declaration 4 

war was not or could not be known in the laſt port, which the veſſel taken has quitted. B 
; | du 
for whatever may have been taken from the ſubjects and inhabitants of either party, and for 
the offences which may have been given them, in the interval of the ſaid terms, a complete ſa- 
tisfaction ſhall be given them. | | 
XIX. No ſubje& of their High Mightineſſes the States General of the United Nether. | 
lands, ſhall apply for or take any commiſſion or letter of marque for arming any ſhip or ſhips 
to act as privateers againſt the ſaid United States of America, or any of them, or the ſubjeQs 
and inhabitants of the ſaid United States or any of them, or againſt the property of the inha- 
bitants of any of them, from any Prince or State with Which the ſaid United States of America 
may happen to be at war; nor ſhall any ſubject or inhabitant of the ſaid United States of 
America, or any of them, apply for or take any commiſſion or letters of marque for arming 
any ſhip or ſhips to act as privateers againſt the High and Mighty Lords the States General of 
the United Netherlands, or againſt the ſubjects of their High Mightineſſes, or any of them, or 
againſt the property of any one of them, from any Prince or State with which their High 
Mightineſſes may be at war: and if any perſon. of either nation ſhall take ſuch commiſſion or 
letters of marque he ſhall be puniſhed as a pirate. 
XX. If the veſſels of the ſubjects or inhabitants of one of the parties come upon any 
coaſt belonging to either of the ſaid allies, but not willing to enter into port, or being entered 
into port and not willing to unload their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any cargo, they ſhall 
not be obliged to pay neither for the veſſels nor the cargoes, any duties of entry in or out, nor 
to render any account of their -cargoes, at leaſt if there is not juſt cauſe to preſume that they 
-carry to an enemy merchandizes of contraband, | 
„XXI. The two contracting parties grant to each other mutually, the liberty of having 
* each in tlie ports of the other, conſuls, vice - conſuls, agents, and commiſſaries of their own 
appointing, whoſe functions ſhall be regulated by particular agreements, whenever either party 
chuſe to make ſuch appointments. 2. 5 
XXII. This treaty ſhall not be underſtood in any manner to derogate from the ninth, 
tenth, nineteenth and twenty-fourth articles of the treaty with France, as they were number- 
ed in the ſame treaty, concluded the 6th of February, 1778, and which make the articles ninth, 
tenth, ſeventeenth and twenty-ſecond of the treaty of commerce now ſubſiſting between the 
United States of America and the crown of France : nor ſhall it hinder his Catholic Majeſty 
from acceding to that treaty, and enjoying the advantages of the ſaid four articles. 

% XXIII. If at any time the United States of America ſhall judge neceſſary to commence 
negociations with the King or Emperor of Morocco and Fez, and with the Regencies of Al- 
ciers, Tunis, or Tripoli, or with any of them, to obtain paſſports for the ſecurity of their 

navigation in the Mediterranean ſea; their High Mightineſſes promiſe, that upon the requiſi- 
tion which the United States of America ſhall make of it, they will ſecond ſuch negociations 
in the moſt favourable manner by means of their conſuls reſiding near the ſaid King, Emperor 

and Regencies, | r 
« XXIV. The liberty of navigation and commerce ſhall extend to all ſorts of merchan- 


_ dizes, excepting only thoſe which are diſtinguiſhed under the name of contraband, * 2 
chandizes 


ontrary, there 


* 
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chandizes prohibited; and under this denomination of contraband and den 6 Peohibit⸗ 
ed ſhall be comprehended only warlike ſtores and arms, as mortars, artillery with their artifices 


and appurtenances, fufils, piſtols, , bombs, grenades, gunpowder, ſaltpetre, ſalphur, match, 


bullets and balls, pikes, ſabtes, lances, halberts, caſques, cuirafſes, and other ſorts of arms; 


as alſo ſoldiers, horſes, ſaddles and furniture for horſes. . All other effects and merchandizes, 


not before ſpecified expreſsly, and even all ſorts of naval matters, however proper they may 
be, for the conſtruction and equipment of veſſels of war, or for the manufacture of one or 
other ſort of machines of war, by land or ſea, ſhall not be judged contraband, neither by the 
letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation -whatever, ought they, or can they be 
comprehended, under the notion of effects prohibited or contraband ; ſo that all effects and 
merchandizes, which are not expreſsly before-named, may, without any exception, and in 
perfect liberty be tranſported, by the ſubjects and inhabitants of both allies, from and to places 
belonging to the enemy, excepting only the places which at that time ſhall be beſieged, block- 
ed or inveſted, and thoſe places only ſhall hg held for uy which are ' furrounded er by 
ſome of the belligerent powers. 

« XXV. To the end that all difſention and WP may be avoided and dietenerdl, it has 
been agreed, that in caſe that one of the two parties happens to be at war, the veſſels belonging 


to the ſubjects or inhabitants of the other ally, ſhall be provided with ſea- letters or paſſports, 


expreſſing the name, the property, and the burden of the veſſel, as alſo the name and the place 
of abode of the maſter, or commander of the ſaid veſſel, to the end that thereby it may appear, 


that the veſſel really and truly belongs to the ſubjects or inhabitants of ſome of the parties ; 
which paſſport ſhall be drawn and diſtributed according to the form annexed to this treaty, 
each time that the. veſſel ſhall return, ſhe ſhould have ſuch her paſſports renewed, or at leaſt 
they ought not to be of more ancient date than two years, before the veſſel has been returned 
to her own country. | 

It has been alſo agreed, that ſuch veſſels, being loaded, ought to bet Weste not only 
with the ſaid paſſports or ſea- letters, but alſo with a general paſſport, or with particular paſſ- 
ports or manifeſt, or other public documents which are ordinarily given to veſſels outward 


bound, in the ports from whence the veſſels have ſet ſail in the laſt place, containing a ſpe- 


cification of the cargo, of the place from whence the veſſel departed, and of that of her deſtina- 
tion; or inſtead of all theſe, with certificates from the magiſtrates or governors of cities, places 
?ad colonies from whence the veſſel came, given in the uſual form, to the end that it may be 


known whether there are any effects prohibited or contraband on board the veſſels, and whe- 
ther they are deſtined to be carried to an enemy's country or not. 


proper, to expreſs in the ſaid documents, the perſons to whom the effects on board belong, he 


And in caſe any one judges 


may do it freely, without, however, being bound to do it; and the omiſſion oy ſuch n 
cannot and ought not to cauſe confiſcation. 


„% 8X VI. If the veſſels of the ſaid ſubjects or redn of dice of the parties failing 
along the coaſts or on the high. ſeas, are met by a veſſel of war or privateer, or other armed 
veſſel of the other party, the ſaid veſſels of war, privateers or armed veſlels, for avoiding all diſ- 
order, ſhall remain without reach of cannon, but may ſend their boats on board the merchant 
veſſel which they ſhall meet in this manner, upon which they may not paſs more than two or 
three men, to whom the maſter or commander ſhall exhibit his paſſport, containing the pro- 
perty of the veſſel, according to the form annexed to this treaty; and the veſſel, after havi ing 


Vor. IV. 14 exhibited 
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ſo that it ſhall not he lawful to moleſt her, or {earch her in any manger; nor to give her xy 
nor to force her to alter her courſG. „ Fr, FEET CORES, | 


ſaid States General; provided that neither on the one fide nor the other, they may not take 


public and of war, or private and of merchants, belonging to the ſaid United States of a 

11 rica, or any of them, or to their ſubjects and inhabitants, to take freely into their Andor me- 
receive on board of their yeſſels, in any port or place in the juriſdiction of their High M; ti 
neſſes aforeſaid, ſeamen or others, natives or inhabitants of any of the ſaid . 
conditions as they ſhall agree on, without being ſubject for this to any fine; penalty, puniſh 
ment, proceſs, Or xeprehenſion whatſoever ; and reciprocally, all merchants, ca ptains, 1 


treated and puniſhed as deſerters. | 


CI : * 
Wet 
+> 
1 
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AN. HISTORIEAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION | 
exhibited ſuch paſſport, ſea-letter, and other documents, ſhall be fre $0/continus hee ve. * 


I. D 
1782 


„XXVII. It ſhall be lawful for merchants, captaits, and'commanders' of veſt; a. 
F r 


States, | upon ſuch 


commanders, belonging to the ſaid U nited Netherlands, ſhall enjoy in all the ports and places 
under the obedience of the ſaid United States of America, the ſame privilege of engaging ang 
receiving ſeamen, or others, natives or inhabitants of any country of the domination of the 


into their ſervice, ſuch of their countrymen who have already engaged in the ſervice of the 
other party contracting, whether in war or trade, and whether they meet them by land or ſez 


at leaſt, if the captains or maſters, under the command of whom ſuch perſons may be found 
will not, of his on conſent, diſcharge them from their ſervice, upon pain of being otherwiſe | 


* XXVIII. The affair of refraction ſhall be regulated in all equity and juſtice, by the | 
magiſtrates of cities reſpectively, where it ſhall be judged that there is any room to complain 


in this reſpect. 
«© XXIX. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified and approved by their High Mightineſſes the 


States General of the United Netherlands, and by the United States of America, and the ads C 
of ratification ſhall be delivered in good and due form on one fide and the other, in the ſpace p 
of ſix months, or ſooner if poſſible, to hetcomputed from the day of the ſignature. n 
« Tn faith of which, we, the deputics and plenipotentiaries of the Lords States General of fr 
the United Netherlands, and the miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States of America, in W 
virtue of our reſpeQive authorities and full powers, have ſigned the preſent treaty, and oppoſed 
thereto the ſeals of our arms, Ne | | 
% Done at the Hague, the 8th of October, 1782.“ | Fo Broth 
The Form of the Paſſport which ſhall be given to Ships and Veſſels, in conſequence of the th 
twenty-fifth Article of this Treat. "1 | 
« To ali-who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, greeting: be it known, that leave and permiſſion are da 
hereby giver to maſter and commander of the ſhip or veſſel called of U 
the burden of tons, or thereabouts, lying at preſent in the port or haven of of 
bound for and laden with to depart and proceed with the faid U. 
ſhip or veſſel on his ſaid voyage, ſuch ſhip or veſſel having been viſited, and the faid maſter and C 
commander having made oath before the proper officer, that the ſaid ſhip or veſſel belongs to 
one or more of the ſubjects, people, or inhabitants of and to him or 
them only. | | t far ric 
In witneſs whereof, we have ſubſcribed our names to theſe preſents, and affixed the ſeal of 
of our arms thereto, and cauſed the ſame to be counterſigned by at _ to 
day of in the year of our Lord Chriſt“ | Wat 
2 FO Form 6 
oth 


* 


15 | | 
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20 Form of the nun enen ſhall be given to chips or Veſſels in confrquence of the twenty. 
Tf 8 fich Artiele of this Treaty. 


0 we * officers of the cuſtoms of the city or port of 1 

do certify and atteſt, that on the day off in the year of oor Lord 
C. D pPerſonally IFN before us, and declared by ſolemn oath, that the a 
ſhip of veſſel called,  * of tons, or thereabouts; whereof of | | 


js at preſent maſter or commander, does righttfatly and properly belong to Him or them only. 
That the is now bound for the city or port of to the port of laden 
with goods and merchandizes hereunder particularly deſcribed and enumerated as follows: 

« In witneſs whereof we have ſigned this certificate, and fealed it with the * of our office, 
this * in the yeat of our Lord Chriſt. T 

Form of the Sea Letter. 
« Moſt Serene, Mitts, Moſt: Paiffant, Puiſſant, High, Illaftrions; Noble, deen 
venetable, Wiſe and Pradent Lords, Emperors, Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, Earls, 
Barons, Lords, Burgomaſters, Schepens, Counſellors, as alſo Judges, Officers, Juſticiaries 
and Regents, of all the good cities and places, whether ecelefiaftical or ſecular, who ſhall ſee 
theſe patents, or hear them read: we, a and Regents of the city of 
make known that the maſter of _ © apprarihg before us, has declared upon oath, that | 
the veſſel called of the burden of about laſts, which he at preſent” navi- 
gates, is of the United Provinces, and that no ſubjects of the enemy have any patt or portion 
therein, directly or indirectiy, fo may God Almighty help him; and as we wiſh to ſee the ſaid 
maſter proſper in his lawful affairs, our prayer is, to all the before-mentioned, and to each of 
them ſeparately, where the ſaid maſter ſhalt arrive with his veſſel and cargo, that they may 
pleaſe to receive the ſaid maſter with goodneſs, and to treat him in a becoming manner, per- 
mitting him upon the uſual tolls and expences, in paſſing and repaſſing, to paſs, navigate and 
frequent the ports, paſſes and territories, to the end, to tranſact the buſineſs where and in 
what manner he ſhall judge proper; whereof we ſhall be willingly indebted. 
& In witneſs, and for cauſe whereof, we affix hereto the ſeal of this city,” 
In the Margin. 

% By ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords, the States General of the United Ne- 
therlands, 

And whereas a convention, concerning veſſels recaptured, was at the place and on the 
day above-mentioned, contluded by the ſaid miniſter plenipotentiary, on the part of theſe 
United States, with tlie ſaid plenipotentiaries on the part of the faid Lords the States General 
of the United Netherlands; and the ſame hath been this day approved and ratified by the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled, as it is contained in the words following, to wit :” 
Convention between the Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and the United 

States of America, coneerning Veſſels recaptured. 

2 The Lords the States General of the United Netherlands, and the United States of Ame- 
rica, being inclined to eſtabliſh ſome uniform principles, with relation to prizes made by veſſels 
of war, and commiſſioned by the two contracting powers, upon their common enemies, and 
to veſſels of the ſubjects of either party captured by the enemy, and recaptured by veſſels of 
war commiſſioned by either party, have agreed upon the following articles: 

Article I. The veſſels of either of the two nations, recaptured by the privateers of the 
other, ſhall be reſtored to the Aſt proprietor, if ſuch veſſels have not been four and twenty 


313 | hours 


1 1782 hours in the power of the enemy; $ provided. the owner of the veſſel recaptured 3 
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one-third of the value of the veſſel, as alſo of that of the cargo, the cannons and apparel; Which 
third ſhall be valued by agreement between the parties intereſted, or if the 1 


* of che place 


in the l of the enemy, ſhe 


ſhall belong entirely to the privateer who has retaken her. 

III. In caſe a veſſel ſhall have been recaptured by a veſſel. of war | belongiay to the States 
General of the United Netherlands, or to the United States of America, the ſhall be reſtored 
to the firſt owner, he paying a thirtieth part of the value of the ſhip, her cargo, cannons and 
apparel, if ſhe has been recaptured in the interval of .24 hours, and the tenth part if ſhe has 
been recaptured after the 24 hours; which ſams ſhall be diſtributed in form 6f gratifications 


to the erews of the veſſels which-ſhall have retaken her. The valuation of the ſaid thirtietm KM 
parts and tenth parts ſhall be regulated according to the tenor of the firſt article of the preſent 1 


convention. 
IV. The reſtitution of prizes, whether they may have been retaken by veſſels of war or 


privateers, in the mean time, and until requiſite and ſufficient proofs can be given of the pro- 
perty of veſſels recaptured, ſhall be admitted in a reaſonable time, under Wen ſureties for 


the obſervation of the aforeſaid articles. 


„ V, The veſſels of war and priyateers, of one and the other of the two nations, ſhall be re- 


ciprecally, both in Europe and in the other parts of the world, admitted in the reſpectixe ports 


ol each, with their Prizes, which may be unloaded and fold according to the formalities uſed 


in the ſtate where the prizes ſhall have been conducted, as far as may be conſiſtent with the 


_ twenty-ſecond article of the treaty of commerce: provided always, that the legality of prizes, 
Sy the veſſels of the Low Countries, ſhall be decided conformably to the cuſtoms and regula- 


tions eſtabliſhed in the United Netherlands; as likewiſe, that of prizes made by American 
veſſels, ſhall be * t to the laws and regulations determined by the United States 
of America. * 

„ VI. Moreover it fhall be free for the States General of the United 8 as well 
as for the United States of America, to make ſuch regulations as they ſhall judge neceſſary, 
relative to the conduct which their reſpective veſſels and privateers ought te hold in relation 


to the veſſels which they ſhall have taken and conducted into the ports of the two powers. 


In faith of which, we, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the Lords the States General 


of the United Netherlands, and miniſter plenipotentiary of the United: States of America; have 
in virtue of our reſpective authorities, and full powers, ſigned theſe e and me 


the ſame with the ſeal of our arms. 
& Done at the Hague, the 8th of Ofober, 1782.“ | 

This convention was ratified in Congreſs, on the 23d of January, 1783. 

In conſequence of the reſolutions of the Britiſh Parliament for an accommodation with the 
American Colonies, and the powers granted to the crown for negociating and concluding 2 
general-or particular peace or truce with the whole or with any part of that people, and for 
ſuſpending and ſetting aſide all former laws, whoſe operations were in contravention. to that 
purpoſe. Inſtructions had been diſpatched to Sir Guy Carleton, who ſucceeded Sir Henry 


Clinton in the command of the Britiſh army in America, to uſe his endeayours ew carry 


ing the ſame into effect. 


In 


. y cannot . 
on among themſelves, they ſhall addreſs themſelves to the officers of the Admiral * 


| Where the privateer, who has retaken the veſſel ſhall have conducted her. 
II. If the veſſel recaptured has been more than 24 hours 
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In conſequence of theſe inſtröctions, the Britiſh: commander daga Saen! Waſhingion 
of the proceedings of Parliament, and of the commiſſion that he had received; and to accele- 
rate the purpoſes of it, he demanded. a paſſport for Mr. Morgan, his ſecretary, granting him 
permiſhon to repair to Congreſs, General Waſhington, referring this requeſt to that body, it 
paſſed a reſolution in the negative. The idea of a general or ſeparate negociation with Great 
Britain, or of any treaty without the participation of France, was rejected with much warmth 
by the various provinces of the union. They unanimouſly concurred in declaring; that no 
accommodation ſhould take place, which was not founded on the general conſent of the United 
States, and conformably to the ſtipulations made with the allies. The State of Pennſylyania in 
particular, reſolved, that all men, or bodies of men, who ſhould. agree to a- ſeparate treaty 
with Great Britain, ſhould be confidered as foes to the union, and that any proffers on the 
part of Great Britain, to the prejudice of their alliance with France, ſhould be rejected with 
diſdain. It even paſſed a declaration, that Congreſs itſelf poſſeſſed no right to frame any act 
tending to abrogate the ſupreme authority and independence of any province of the union. 

In conformity to theſe” ſentiments, Congreſs declared, at the dame time, that no amicable 

conference could be held with any commiſſioners from Great Britain, without a preliminary 
acknowledgment of the independence of America, or withdrawing its fleets and armies from 
that country. Indeed, ſo ſuſpicious were they of a ſchiſm in the States, ſhould opportunities 
be given for making ſuch offers of advantage as might be expected from the political intereſt of 
Great Britain, that Congreſs, in order to preclude all hope of compaſſing a ſeparate treaty, 
ſtrongly recommended that a watchful eye ſhould be kept againſt the entrance of emiſſaries from 
Britain into the United States; that no individuals coming among them under flags of : truce, 
ſhould be allowed any communication with the inhabitants, but ſuch as immediately related 
to the buſineſs that brought them; and even chat no perſon coming from any part of the Britiſh. 
dominions ſhould, during the war, have admiſſion into any of the United States. 
Io bring about a peace, was an object of the moſt anxious attention to, the new adminiftra- 
tion; and, as the independence of America was granted, there did not ſeem to be any uncom- 
mon impediment in the way to prevent the immediate reſtoration of general tranquillity ; and 
in order to ſettle the preliminaries and ſmooth the way for _— a negociation in due form, 
Mr. Grenville had been for ſome time in Paris. 

In the mean time, the death of the Marquis of Rainer oceaſi — = another — of 
adminiſtration the Duke of Portland, Mr. Fox, Lord John Cavendiſh, and ſeveral others 
quitted their poſts on this occaſion, — when the Earl of Shelburne was appointed to the Trea- 
fury, — Mr. William Pitt was made Chancellor of the Exchequer, - Mr. T. Townſhend and 
Lord Grantham, Secretaries of State, —and the Earl Tame ſucceeded to the Lord Lieute- 
nancy of Ireland. 

The work of peace nil proceeded, —Mr. Finherbert, the Britannic Miniſter at Bruſſels, 
was ordered to repair to Paris, when he was appointed plenipotentiary on the part of England, 
to negociate and conclude a treaty of peace with. the miniſters of France, Spain. and Holland. 
Mr. Oſwald, a merchant of diſtinguiſhed commercial knowledge,. was likewiſe difpatched to 
the ſame place, as commiſſioner from the court of London, for treating of peace with John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, four. of the. nn ap- 
pointed for the ſame purpoſe on the part of the United States of America. 

On the 2 zd of November, the Lord Mayor of London and the Governor of * Bank re- 
ceived letters from the Secretary of State, which acquainted them, for the information of the 

public, 


of State, which informed him, that proviſional articles had been ſigned at Paris on the 
of November, by his Majeſty's commiſhoners and the commiff 
America, to be inſerted in and conſtitute a treaty of peate to be e ent wan terms of 
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Rs public, and to prevent the miſchiefs afiling from Fpectlations in the fans, that 


tions carrying en at Fare were brought ſo far to 4 point as to promi u decifive 6onctugo 
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On the za of December, the Lord Imyet, Nc. modal a e letter . the Seeretary 


goth 6 
oners of the United States of 


peace ſhall be agreed upon between Great Britain and France,-! 1s 

Such was the fituation of public affairs when Parliament Aembled. Tue (ee from the 
throne which opened this ſeſſion was of unuſual length, and denden every abe which 
could, with propriety; be offered to the confideration of Parliament. 

It began with the aſſurance that his Majeſty had, fince the Hole of the laſt Kiln, employed 


his whole time in attending to the critical conjunctute of public affairs.” It then ſtated, that no 


time had been loſt in putting an end to the proſecution of 'offenfive war in North America; 
and, after informing Parliament that lie had offered ts declare the eblohles of North America 
free and independent ſtates, and that proviſional articles were actually agreed upon, to take 
effect when the terms of accommodation could be finally adjufted with the court of F rante, his 


Majeſty proceeds in the following expreflive manner: Tn thus admitting their ſeparation 


from the crown of theſe kingdoms,” I have facrificed every confideration of my own to the 
wiſhes and opinion of my people. I make it my humble and earneſt prayer to Almighty God, 
that Great Britain may not feel the evils which might reſult from {o grear'a diſmembetment of 


the empire; and that America may be free from thoſe calamities which have formerly proved, 


in the mother country, how eſſential monarchy is to the enjoyment of conſtitational liberty,” 


The defence and relief of Gibraltar, &c. and the ſubſequent conduct of the fleet, were men- 


tioned in terms of the higheſt panegyric. The negociations for a general peace were announ- 


ced as confiderably advanced, at the ſame time a perfect confidence was expreſſed, that, if the 


expectations of compleating it ſhould be fruſtrated, the moſt vigorous efforts would be uſed in 
the further proſecution of the war. The Houſe of Commons was aſſured of the endeavours 
that had been, and would continue to be made, to promote Wconomy in the public expendi- 
ture. The payment of the debt ſtill remaining on the civil liſt, and the relief of the American 


ſufferers, were recommended to their conſideration. Their attention was alſo called to the re- 


gulations that had been adopted in their incidental expences, fees, und other emoluments of 
office; — to the landed revenue of the crown, and the managements of its woods and foreſts; 

to the department of the mint; to the general ftate of the public receipts and expenditure of 
the public debt; —and to ſuch a mode of conducting future loans, as to promote the means of 
its gradual redemption. The practice of payment by navy, ordhance, and victualling bulls, 
was ftrongly reprobated; and a more correct method of making up the-eſtimates for the ſervice 
of the year was promiſed. The high price of corn was then adverted to, the frequency of 
theft and robbery was mentioned, and the prevention of thoſe crimes, by correcting the pre- 
vailing vices of the times, earneſtly recommended. The liberal principles which had been 
adopted with regard to the rights and commerce of Ireland, were mentioned with great appro- 
bation. A reviſion of our whole trading ſyſtem, with a view of its greateſt poſſible extenſion, 
was recommended, —and ſome fundamental regulation of our Afiatic territories was required, 


that all . REY in matters of foreign commerce, might Pen an entire and 3 
confidence 
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oo confidenes in the probity, punAualizy and good order of the Pri government: - His Mar 
jelty conduded. this important ſpeech With declaring, that the ſpirit of the conſtitution ſhould = 
be the invariable rule. of his condaQ,-yhat be would reward merit on all gecafions, and in 
every profefion, —and that the temper, wiſdom, aud diſintęreſtadneſs of Parliament, collec- 
tively and individually, were ee to anſvn * ——— of a menen dude 
on ſuch principles. 

Addreſſes in the las! gyle were el in both Honſe, n e ede: but 
though theſe addreſſes were voted without a diſſentient voice, aud even without aby amend- 
ment being propoſed, neither the ſpeech, not the conduct of the new miniſters, eſcaped the 
ſevere examination of the oppoſite party. During the fitting of Parliament previous to the 
Chriſtmas receſs, a variety of diſcuſſions took place relating to the ſubjett of pacification, in 
which the abilities of adminiſtration and its opponents, were diſplayed with no common heat 
and acrimony ; but the principal objeſt was of too much importance to be affected by any col- 
lateral canfideration, and it ſeemed to be the prevailing opinion of all parties, that no impe- 
diment ſhould be thrown in the way of peace. After voting thanks to Governor Elliot, Lieu- 
tenant General Boyd, with the other officers, &c. employed in the defence of Gibraltar, - con- 
ferring the ſame honour on Sir Edward Hughes, for his ſervices in the Eaſt Indies, and paſ- 
fing the land tax and malt bills, xc. the Parliament was adjourned to the 21ſt day of he ap- 
proaching month of January, 1783. 

Great Britain was not fingular in feeling a deſire for the return of peace; fimilar ſentiments 
prevailed among all her enemies. Notwithſtanding the incumbrances with which ſhe was op- 
preſſed, —though deprived of her North American colonies, and greatly injured by ſubſequent 
loſſes, the had yet proved ſtrong enough to refiſt their united powers. Her ſtrength was yet 
vigorous, and her refources were not yet exhauſted : the ſpirit of her councils was nat enfeebled, 
and the nation at large, however it might have been divided in regard to the American war, 
continued inflexibly reſolute in the determination to face all its enemies. 

France, the great ſupport of the confederacy againſt Britain, began to feel an nt di- 
minution of thoſe means by which the had hitherto continued to maintain it. The expences 
of the war preſſed very heavily upon her, as ſhe had not only her own fleets and armies to ſup- 
port, but was called upon by America for pecuniary, as well as other ſupplies. Her trade had 
materially ſuffered in the beginning of the war, and the numerous individuals whoſe affairs 
had been eſſentially injured at this period, had not yet recovered from their embarraſſments. 
In the European ſeas, though aſſiſted by the whole naval power of Spain, ' ſhe had not been 
able to make any impreſſion on the coaſt or marine of Great Britain, or to prevent the uſual 
and eſtabliſhed courſe of its commerce. Her credit was, at length, beginning to totter,—while 
the Americans were continually complaining .of the tardineſs of her remittances, and did not 
hefitate to aſcribe, in the moſt unreſerved manner, many of the diſaſters which befel em to 
her deficiencies in that particular. 
Spain, the other great member of the 8 was conſidered, with great reaſon, as 

having ated a part, upon this occaſion, totally inconſiſtent with the maxims ſhe ought to have 
adopted reſpecting America. The empire which ſhe had now been afliſting to form itſelf in 
the northern patt of that hemiſphere, where ſhe herſelf poſſeſſed ſuch an extent of dominion, 
was incompatible with her intereſts ;—but in this, as in many other inſtances, the Spaniſh 
nation was ſacrificed to miniſterial intrigues. The recovery of Jamaica in the new world, and 
of Minorca in the old, and, aboye all, of Gibraltar, was deſcribed as a compenſation which 

would 
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din fupport of the Britiſh colonies, Allured by ſuch enmgaging reptefentatienbg and influenced 
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nation againſt Great Britain, without 'perceiving or duly conſidering the conſequences of it, 


7 


The capture of Minorca had lately renewed the ſpirits of the Spaniſh nation, but the ſubſe. 
quent failure of their arms before Gibraltar, had cauſed a very ſuperiot degree of depreſſion, 


This mortifying circumſtance, - with the complete relief of that fortreſs, in the face, and in de- 
| Hance of the whole naval ſtrength of the Houle of Bourbon, together with the preceding defeat 
of the nobleſt fleet that France had ever ſent to the Weſt Indies, were events that convinced 
che miniſtry of Spain how erroneouſly it had been led to expect, that the humiliation of Great 
Britain would be à work of facility, in the difficult circumſtances wherein the was involved 

by diſpute with her refractory colonies, ts, agu 11 ili e, 


Holland, the laſt member of the confederacy, in point of power as well as of dine, had 
every reaſon in the world to defire a termination of the quartel in which ſhie had engaged. 


Never had that ſtate exhibited ſuch ſymptoms of debility as at the preſent moment. Its 


arſenals at home were empty, and its dependencies abroad without any adequate defence. Se- 


parated from its ancient and natural ally, it depended entirely upon France for the protection 


ef its foreign poſſeſſions; ſo that it was obliged to ſubmit without reſerve, in all the meaſures 
of its government, to the will of the French miniſtry. In this precarĩous and fallen ſtate, the 
Dutch could hardly be ſaid to have any power of their own, and were to be conſidered as no- 
thing more than the paſſive inſtruments of France. rf the 4n n 
Such were the reciprocal ſituations of the ſeveral belligerent powers, towards tlie cloſe of the 
year 1782, — by which it appears, that however great their ambition, or violent their reſent- 
ments might be, they were all deſirous of peace, as they were all in a condition to make its 
reſtoring powers eſſential to their future proſperity. | | tt £71260 a 
The diflentions and commotions at Geneva not only continued to increaſe, but to be at- 
tended with the moſt ruinous conſequences to that republic. By the original conſtitution of 


Geneva, the ſovereign power of the ſtate was inveſted in the general council, which confiſted 


of all the citizens, &c. : but, by degrees, the magiſtrates and ſenate had greatly increaſed their 


own power, and diminiſhed the privileges of the people. Repeated complaints were made by 


the latter, that the former had exceeded their authority and encroached upon their rights, — 
The ſenate occaſionally impoſed taxes, without the conſent. of the general council; and the 
ſeverity with which the magiſtrates and ſenate ſometimes puniſhed thoſe-who had cenſured and 
oppoſed their attempts to extend the bounds of their authority, had contributed to increaſe the 
number of malcontents. Such a ſtate of things naturally occaſioned frequent conteſts; and to 
prevent a continuance of diſputes, the democratical party required a regular code of Jaws, 
which ſhould be for the rulers the foundation of their authority, and for the people the known 
ſtandard of their obedience : mutual confidence was about to reſt upon the baſis of public order 


and common ſecurity, when by the intrigues of the ariſtocratical party, this ſalutary project 


was defeated. The magiſtrates not only employed the moſt unjuſtifiable practices for the ſup- 
port of their authority, and made the moſt exaggerated repreſentations of the oppoſition ſet up 
againſt them by the other citizens ; but endeavoured to obtain the interference of foreign 
powers, and in this fatal meaſure were unfortunately ſucceſsful. The interpoſition of the 
court of France, and the two ariſtocratical cantons of Zurich and Bern, greatly increaſed the 


troubles of the republic. Theſe mediators could not agree, and in the month of May, in this 
| year | 
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3 #4 year, à body of 12;909.$rg0ps,. belonging to the King of France, the Swiſs Cantons and the 
King of Sardinia, formed the blockade of that city. In this ſtate of things, the citizens found 
'  hemn(elves obliged to admit the troops withig their walls; and the mediating powers prepared 
' new code of laws for the republic. of Geneva, but ſo inconſiſtent with the liberties of the 
people, or the independence of the. republic, that numbers of the citizens immediately reſolv- 
ed to quit their country, and to ſeek ſome other region where freedom might. be enjoyed, — 
Some attempts were made to intereſt the Britiſh. miniftry in the fate of that regublic,;but this 
was not a moment for Great Britain to exert itſelf in ſuch a cauſe, It became a. reſolution, 
however, of many of the citizens of Geneva to quit their country and to fix their refidence in 
Ireland, and agents were accordingly employed to'procure them ſettlements in that kingdom, 
where they met with the molt liberal encouragement from the government, from the nobility, 
and from the nation at large. At an aſſembly of the delegates of 34 different corps of yolun- 
teers of the province of Leinſter, it was unapimouſlly reſolyed, That the virtuous citizens of 
Geneva, wha wiſhed for an aſylum in that kingdom from the hand of tytapny and oppreſſion, 
deſerved their, higheſt commendation, and that they 'who eftabliſhed themſelves in Ireland 
ſhould, upon every occaſion, receive their utmoſt attention and ſupport.” - 

The total number of veſſels which arrived at Dantzig, duriog this year, amounted to 502, 
among which there was not one under Dutch colours; and the number of thoſe which failed 
for that port during the ſame period, amounted to 549, Moſt of the Dantzig veſſels were at 
this time employed in carrying ſhip-building timber to England, and had very high freights. _ 

The quantity of indigo imported into England from India during this year, was 25,575 lbs. | 
The indigo annually exported to Great Britain from America, on an average of three 
years, viz. 1768, 1769, 1770, amounted to 602,973 lbs. | | 

The Canada fales, which are every ſpring in London, of the furs and peltry ſent the pre- | 
ceding year, amounted-in this year to 189, oo00l. | 

It is a cireumſtance which well deſerves the public attention, that Ruſſia, during this year, 
exported 350 tons of candles, and that ſhe has lowered the duties on that article when export- 
ed. Both the ſoap and candle trade are of conſiderable benefit to Britain and Ireland. 

The average quantity of rum imported for ten years from 1773 to 1782, was 2,062,842 gal- 


* 


lons; ditto exported, 617,029, - _ 
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The number of ſhips which were employed from England in the whale fiſhery to Davis's 


The ſtate of inſurance of ſhips, at this period, was as follows : | 
From London to the Welt Indies, with convoy, 10 per cent. or 20. to return 10. 
To Jamaica, with convoy, 12 per cent. or 20 to return 8. SEES. | 
To New Yorkand Halifax, with convoy, 15 guineas per cent. or 25 to return 10, if ſhips 
of force without convoy, if ſhips of force, 25 to return 8. f | 
To Cork, Waterford, and Dublin, 6 gyineas per cent. 


From Ireland to the Weſt Indies, (except Jamaica) with convoy, 10 per cent. or 20 to 
nn r eee 


To Jamaica, 12 per cent. or 22 to return 10. | 
Vorl. IV. KO eg | * 1 ; 3 K | 83 
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1782 From Ireland to Portugal, 15 to 20 per cent. to return 30 has if with convey... 

f To the Mediterranean, an advance of 3 per cent. SES of 036 75 5, IO IC 

From the Welt Indies to Great Britain or Lookin with convey, ic deines per Ent, :—= 
without convoy, 20l. per cent. unlefs ſhips of force; © 9 04, ay pA, 


From Jamaica to any ports of Great Britain or RY 25 renn enn ir with. 


out convoy ; or 16 per cent. warranted with convoy. nnn 
From Liverpool, Briſtol, and gens to New Lott 25 to 3 ker e cent. to beten 16 per 
cent. for convoy. | | 
To the Weſt Indies, 20 per cent. 4. e © bas 
To Jamaica 20 per cent. to return 8 for convoy. e e e ee 
The revenues of Ruſſia, at this period, appear, ein we no authentic a accounts, to be ag 
follows.:—reduced' into ſterling money. A” © wt 
Poll tax, — — — _, - 1,900,000 
Crown lands, Great Ruſſia, —_— 656500 © 


Ditto, Little Ruffia, . 209, 
Ditto, Poland, * — — 300,000. 
Ditto, in Swediſh conqueſts, — 80, 000 
Salt, 8 — | — — 520,00 
Pot afſties, 5 = dE $5,000 
_ Cuſtoms, . — — 260, 0 
Baths and licenſed houſes, — 10o, oo 
Internal duties, 6 — — 580, 0 2 
Trade of Siberia, — 36, 0 | 
Total,  _ 5,020,000, 
Total revenues in Ruflia amounted, in 1720, to 2,000,000: 
— — - in 1740, to 3.600, oo 
— — — in 1760, to- 4 100, 00 


The quantity of linen exported from Ireland to Great Britain for one year, ending with the 
25th of March in the preſent year, is as follows: —linen cloth, plain, e yards, value 
1,646, 1 381. 28. 8d. ;—linen, coloured, 767 yards, value 621. 68. 41 d. 

The quantity exported from Ireland to every other country, (excluſive of Great Britain) for 
one year, ending with the 25th of March in the preſent year, is, linen cloth, plain 278,231 
yards, value 18, 5481. 14s. d.; linen, coloured, 73,655* yards, value 5,984 l. 98. 9d. 

The importation of woollen cloth from Great Britain and. Ireland; during this year, Was, 


Yards. 
Old drapery, — „ 352,824 + 
New drapery, e OR N * _ 547-330 


Total, 970, 160 


The quantity of ribbands exported from Treland'i in this year, was p. 408. 1 200 the 
amount of the manufactured filk exported, was 370 Ibs. 3 0zs. 

The following is the export of cotton yarn manufactures and mixtures of cotton from Ire- 
land, during the preſent year: cotton yarn, 8,798 pounds ws manufacture and mixture 
of cotton to the yalue of 414]. 78s. | 
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Export of iron and iron ware from Ireland, in the ſame period, was, 3 to che value 
of 221. 118. 4d.; ironmongers SAY, * 21. 1 0 and ee iron to the amount of 


The export of glaſs from Ireland inal year, ay, 3 1,738 dozen ue Fare to 


the value of 472. 1186. n 1% (45- nÞ$. £72 6nd 1 ata 
The importation of Rocking: i into Ireland, ya xe follows; | 5 th 28 * 25 ae 15 N p 
” AS * 9 Nel Pair. EN 
: | -Cotton, — — 3 20,490. ,+ - 
Silk, — — — 1 5 
Silk and Worſted, — 1 FLO © DTT 
. Thread, | 75 es I LE Wh, oF ERS. 
Woollen, . — — Is. HOLM. Ls; 
Worſted, — — — 9,617 


Export from Ireland of the lane article, in the ſame.perzod, was, 


Dozen. Pair So 


Woollen, 2 n 13258 
Worſted, — — — 138 3 


The number of hats 3 from Ireland in bis year, amounted to 4 50. 


7 


8,9771. 178. 11d. and the value of that exported, was 629l. 188. zd. 


The value of the upholſtery imported into that kingdom during the ſame . was 


The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland in this JV, — books, unbound, 


* 


55 wt. 14 lb. writing paper, 200 reams, 


An account of goods and merchandize, being the growth, vrodufl, or manufacture of Aſia, 
imported into Great Britain, and from thence exported to the kingdom of Ireland, from the 


25th of March, 1781, incluſive, to the 25th of March, 1782. 


DENOMINATIONS. QUANTITY. VALUE. 
n Lbs. Tards. „ 
Stained Callico, — — 1,836 459 © ©, 
White ditto, — — 1 860 7 1720 
Muſlin, — — 54.140 9,006 16 8 
indie Ants | — — ——— 
Drug, — — —— — 20,121 7 6E 
Cinnamon — 2224 ——-— 89 20 
Cloves, — — 562 — we 281 © 9. > 
Mace. 2 27221 226 17 6 
Nutmegs, N REY * 3,539 N 4,769 10 © 
Pepper. — — 43.44 ! 2,893 9 © 
Piemento.  — gl: 8.392 — 269 12 0 
Rice,. — 91,8882 —— 738 6 9 
Saltpetre, — — 90,010. — 2,248 8 9 
China raw Silks.— 46,69% ò¹— )% — 40,64 3 4 
Bohea Tea, — 887,767 —— 88,776 140 
| Green ditto, — 433.248 —— 429,974 8 0 
1 e e 
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$582 An authentic account of corn and 3 from, and 4" iniported” into England OY 
10 Scotland. WITS ET 97% VE CHO ROTH, 22 A 
e EXPORT EB. ET) | | TMPORTED: 
& GA. 3/7 | OE CET i of Britiſh Reese N a9 1782. en © Buarters, 
| ENGLAND. . Br 1 ur. a a7 
Wheat, * 6,97 15040 * hte Wheat, 1 a 76,079 
Wheat Flour, &c. 124,495 2,332 Wheat Floar | 3,700 
Rye, — 3-964. J OI —„— 
Barley, — 28,351 18 45 5 Barley, — 11,954 
Malt, — 79,324 GE —— CHE 201P, — 
Oats, = — 10, 855 7,018 „ · io 33788 
Oatmeal, — „5 IEEE 2 — 5 
Beans, — 109, 493 226 Beans, — 3.619 
Peas, — $4233 860 V FR Ns 
ScoTLAND. + a | SCOTLAND. 73 
Wheat, — 552 — Wheat, — 6 
Wheat Flour, 11,235. — | Wheat Flour, — 250 
Barley and Bear, 12,935 A Nc Barley, _ 1,638 
Barley Meal, — 28 — — 
Malt, — 7,62 — | 3 
Oats, — 1,089 — Oats, — 30929 
Oatmeal, wy. 2,8 — Oatmeal, — 875 
Peas and Beans, 416 —— Peas, — 386 
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The bounties on corn and grain exported from ee in the courſe of this year, amoun- 
ted to 42,2811. 3s. 114d. 
The drawbacks, ducing the ſame period, were 55l. 7s. 1d. | 
The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, ducing the ſame 
time, was 5, 6331. 38. 55d. 
The duties on corn imported into n was 2, 20l. 28. 7d.; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 791. 148. 0d. | 
The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the nerd Wincheſter buſhel, for 
this year, was as follows :— 
Wheat, 5s. 113d. ; rye, 38. 9d. ; be 28. 93d. ; oats, Fs. TOR ; beans, 38. 3d. 
The ſeven following tables contain abundant matter of commercial intelligence. They ſhew 
the amount of the principal American and Weſt Indian ſtaple commodities, which were im- 
ported into or exported from Great Britain, during the year 1773, the moſt proſperous of our 
commerce, and during 1782, the year of the moſt general war the nation ever ſuſtained. The 
imports and exports of 1773, exhibit a view of our colony trade during its uſual courſe; thoſe 
of 1782 point out the circuitous courſe that the ingenuity of commercial enterprize had found 
for ventures, under the greateſt embarraſſments. The tables which ſucceed, give the total of 
the imports and exports of the before- mentioned ſtaple commodities for a period of ten years, 
ſhewing their fluctuations in peace and war, and the bad effect of war on commerce. They 
ſeem to prove, however, that the duties laid on during the . had no 1 —_ on the | 
imports, en of ad” Tum. 
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Au gebühr f NUN imported Ame and exported from Guxar Ba traiu ſor two years, vi 
: from CuntsTMAs 177 0 CHRISTMAS 17773, eee Otakar 17811-2782. 
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ae nee  Bxotkkn, 1979" ' Scortins; ee | ExcLanD, . . 1782. 
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1 Imported.” Exported. Imported.” } PIE | Imported.”"| Exported. Imported. | Exponeg 
777 pp A 3 ; 
. e Gallons. | Gallons, Gallous. Gallons: | 'Gallone.. | Gallons, Gallons. | Gallon. ' | 
— K | 2 d . f, | | PRs * : «5 llons. 
Africa, I} * — 31 145 W EY | done, rad er be 13287 * — — \ 
Canaries, 7 * | — 4 | 588 I i . ee | — f — — 1 C 
Denmark & Norway, — 33 718 _— ů . — r) | . —ä 201 — — 1 
Faſt Country, 2 — ; 4293 ET Eb * 3 | 2 — L k 
Eaft Indies ðò 2580 . — — f 566 — „„ . 
Flanders, - 22 — 11 10521 ar | — nn | 46424 — | cake) j 
Francs, = |= =" | gf ¼-— — — — = — 1 
Germany, 4 — 6824 — ” e W e — ( 
Greenland. — —— N HE — . 0 
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Ireland; = -- 4 —: $353.57" 2 604% — „44 — |. 110907 I 
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weis. — 2 — — — — — | = 5 
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zn Acco. f INDIGO imported into and exported from GRA BRITAIN, for two years, 
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rose | ENGLAND," 1773. | SCOTLAND; 1773. | ' ENGLAND, 1782. SCOTLAND, 1782, 
| - ; — — ———_ = | — . — f * 
| 1 Imported,” — Imported. | Exported- || Imported. | Exported; "Imported. Exported.| 
| —— 3 — —— | katy | — * 
| {A FRI ul | 1 ee OS | IS e 1b. lb. lb. 
Africa, - * g — * * er ** | — — — ——_ — — — — — 'Þ 
anaries, @ FO. * 2 — 8 — — — — — — - 8 " 
— & Ne | ene 1 4023 — — 1 camara — — 8267 — — — : 
aſt County, = | —— | — |, nn | — |: 
Fat Indies, "RY. ER Mae's tr ware lt e 25535 5 N n 
Aan, | O03 e ee 75070 26701 mY my 
France, - * 15070 5 48727 — | — ( — — — — — — & <7 
Germany, - _ 656 * 118770 — | — 2330 88443 — | tiny * 
Greenland, =, W : — — — — — _ — 2 — — 
Holland, . | 2100 46 352 Fr warn: aP? —ä— — — — ah Og 
oo: IE 443 771ł[— — || 6373 40084 — — 
He of-Man, < 7 70 OF Rn 1 — — 2 3 — 
Italy, + - y — | 107527 —: — — 1007 3 WIA | 
Madeira, ” — 850 — — — ona N — San 4 * 2 i 
Portugal, * 21 20 735 — — — 27308 — — — 3 4 
Poland, - - — — — — — — — — } 
Rutha, = - | —— 41 9397+ fÞ — — — 33515 || — | — | 
Spain, * 2 1 7442 . 2220” — — — 200 — — — 1 — 
Streights, * * — — — (—e— — — — — — — — * 
Sweden, - - — — | 47371 — — — — — — ; 12591 — — — 
Turkey, — 1 13333” || — — — — — — 
Venice, = - — c{ 13245 — — — — — — — — — b, 
Iſland of Guernſey, — — — | | oo 1220 3 23 1 
Iſland of Jerſey, - — 11133 113 —— 9 PSS VE EW 8 1 
North America, Viz. | , — | 
New Providence, $760 - 148 — . — — — — — 
Canada, — - — 1 eee — 1 — $42 1 Bi 060 
Carolina, - -| 1107660 — 1811 | — 133683 — — — 
Florida, . — 14685 — — — 125533 — bi — 
Georgia, == 3 77 -— 1 8 — 
Hudien' 8 Bay, o — — — — — — — — — — — — 
New England, - I 13 39 — — — — | — — . U—U— — — | 
Newfoundland, —_ — — co — — 14 — — 
New Vork, ” 0 1800 — — . — 11660 —— 2803 — 
Nova doris, — — — | — — — — 
Pennſylvania, - 20945 — — — — | —_— — 
Virginia & Maryland, 3432 86 346 — — — — — 
Meſt Indies, | 
Antigua, > | anos © Foes . bf JM — — — . 
Anguilla, — — — — } | e 9 N 
Barbadoes, - * — — — — 875 — — — 
Dominica, ej @ - 1000-- — — — . — — — — | 
Grenad a, » - 66782 — — — — ä — — Ar 
Jamaica, - 47853 N rr ee, 23368 1 "STFC ah 
Montſerrat, 8 3 1 1 1 e rid — Ms 
Nevis, = * K 2 3 1 115 — — — — 
St. Kitt $ 4 — — eee 1 70 3 8 2 
d.. Lucia, = A ELM wen n — 1027 — — — 
St. Vincent” 8, * at eats 2 Fe ve WIS, 3 APES 8 5 
St. Martin's, Demerara, 3 1 eee 1241 a . 3 
St. Thomas's, 4 3 3 Ne IR — . 3843 — — — 
obago, is 3 2200 1 e eee 3 | ' 4050 —— | — —— 
Tortola, « . EEE or of Ben y — 932 — 
New Or! 'eans, — — — ene 64200 e N — 
onduras, 1 = 43993 | | ——— — — 1 
"8 kland Ilands, FE RE 3 1 9 — — — omen | — 
Bermudas, b ED 
Mul. 2 8 or — $000 — — — — — ͤ — 2900 — 3 — 
1 e, 4 27749 FO ber 1 . 8 ps 
St. Euſtatia, St. Croix, 3 RS Rs EE We” | 8 FOE FAIR —— e 
1518552 60489 8 ll. 2924 — | 569443 182362 | 3992 | 3 
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e AN HISTORICAL: AND CHRONOLOGICAL PEPVertoON 


 AnAccovnt of COCHINEAL imported into and exported from GRA Beitamnyfortwe 
Viz. from CirroTMAs 1772 to CHRISTMAS 1773; and from Sunne 1781 le 2782. 
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--Y — & - -&. JV." a= ny of of Log bf nd in Gend ith GS cs 


| . | TI 1773. SCOTLAND, 2773. | _ EnGLanD, 1782. SCOTLAND, 178, | 
po ＋—— — 
| A Y 
Imported. Exported. Imported. | Exported. || Imported. pores 
Ib. ' Ib. - = n — 10 = ported. Exported, 
| Ik! 17 N Bn 1 92 
Africa, - — — —— — ot nel? "4 | Wr | bb lb. Ib, [ 
Canaries, - — — — 1 | 3 | COTE, — j 
Denmark & Norwey, — | 764 7 -R 361 1 — } 
_ Eaſt Country, - — r | 5 26 * — 
Eaſt Indies, - - — | 9682 | 2— 1 . | $13 EY — 
Flanders, - += | 1040 ne | 160016 490 || — pts 
France; - he 3522 — 1 — — — 54 
Germany, ® * — 1421 — —̃ů — 1 — 2973 * 
5 2 es PE — — — — | — — ** 
eland, L 2 79 — — — 4220 a | 
Ille of Man, — —— i — — i — 2— 3 er 
Made 8 * 1 — 1310 — — — —äͤ | — — 1 
— - — | — — — — | ama. 9 N 
„ 195 _ 6 10 — — — — W 
— - — —— — .. („ 2 NPY * 
Ruſſia, © 10 — 9348 — — — — £070 a | N 
Spain, - - 161876 — — — — — — * 
Streights, - - — aut cs 3 Dae | | _. ——_— 
Sweden, - - —— 707 | „ e 1 | 713 r 
Turkey, = - — 632 — chat — — þ rn 
Venice, —— 231 — — — — — — 
Iſland of Guernſey, — — 4 3 8 | el 
Iſland of Jerſey, + |, — — 3 5 3 OR RP 
12 2 viz. | | | | 
ew roVvl nce, * — — — — —ſ — — N — , 
Canada, » | cow 5 8 IF Oe a EE — Act 
Carolinas, | — |. — r — 2 — . — 
Florida, - - 407 — — — 3000 OS Woot MTs 
eorgia, - . — — 1 — — — * — ado 
Hudfon's Bay, — — — 3 „ — oe 
New England, 4: — — — — 1 — 1 1 
Newfoundland, — — — 13 WTO SIE Ge or 
New York, - — b 8 —— — — —— — | — 1 
Nova Scotia, — — — — — — —— — 1 — 
Pennſylvania, - — | — — — 1 2— Sd 2 F 
Virginia & Maryland, | 500 — — — ( — — — | — 
Weſt Indies. I 
Antigua, G * 8 * | — — — — — — — 

g Anguilta, - | — — — — — — — — 
Barbadoes, - . IN — | | — — — — — 3 — — 
Dominica, - - —2—ͤ— — — — — | — — — N — — | » — 
Grenada, - — — — — — 141 — wins — * 
Jamaica, — — — — — == — 81 — — 
Montſerrat, - — — — 5 SU BFOY., 3 — 1 
Nevis, * — | — — — — — — ä —— — cans — — 4 — 
St. Kart's | - — — — e——_—_ | — — — — — — — — — — —— | 
St. Lucia, — - | — — 1 ů ine — IEG 5 — 
St. Vincent's, — 1 — — — 8 ms ES 3 Mg 
St. Martin's, Demerara, } — — — — — ee IE — 
St. Thomas's, E24 emo — 8 ee 3 8 BE DROPS — 
Tobago, - - — — rr — — — — — — dt 
Tortola, - - | — — Cc 4 YO PT 7a WR 
New Orteans, - — — — — 6 8 8 — — 
Honduras, : — — — 3 e 3 — — 
Falkland Iſlands, — —d — — — — — ———s a 8 — — 
Bermudas, | — mend 6 1 ARIES 1 3 — | 
Muſquito Shore, — 3 r 1 Wo Be © wan — 
St. Euſtatia, St. Croix, —— — — — | — 3 3 — | 

1 * | 3 3 
| 169245 | 44153 l — 1 — 104216 f 14665 — 3 


G ung 


— 


Africa, + 

Canaries, q 
Denmark and Norway, 
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uſtatia and St. Croix, 
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rr tDaEDVertou. 
X. . 
1782 Torars of Su Ax, Rom, Mazta'ssms, Tovaceo, IxD166, Ries and Oocunxar, | 4 


* into and exported from England, for ten Yeats, ending at — — 
S UG RA R 


* into —— eperiid from E — 
TDonxdo x. W Tors. 
Years. Cwt, grs. Ibs, Cut. rs. lbs. Cet. b. bs. Cut. grs. lbs, 
1773 1,731,664 3 1 69,0% 3 86,448 © 11 | 145,465 o 14 
1774 1,962,403 1 0 : 103,461 221 81,412 321 181,874 2 14 
1775 1,949,069 © 2 192,715 121 105,134 224 298,850 0 17 
1776 1,669,066 © 4 $2,962 3 21 138,609 2 1 191,572 1 22 
1777 1,335,421 © 20 I 34,025 ©. 4 94,266 2 6 128,291 2 10 
1778 1,493,995 1 13 12,500 3 8 68,203 1 2 80, 764 0 10 
1779 1,441,945 3 1 7,402 3 15 $5085 1 2 643,148 0 1 
1780 1,318,515 9 9 14,627. 2 24 82, 50 17 97,134 3 13 
1781 1,026,177 © 14 39,000 2 0 95.036 3 8 134,037 1 8 
i 1782 1,315,025 3 17 6,665 0 17 78,511 2 10 88,176 2 27 
R U M. | — he, 
Imported into England. | Exported from England. 
— LoNDON. Our: PORTS, . Torats, 
Tears. Gallons. Gallons, * Gallons, _ Gallons, 
1773 a, 10 % % % 8 464,591 + -- 364,212 828, 803 
1774 1,705,338 309, 20 _ 329,303 638,383 
1775 2,309,977 166,515  —- $23,786 690, 301 
1776 3-340,759 | 224,267 241,410 465,677 
1777 2, 69,644 248,216 574,064 822,280 
1778 2,457,084 | — IT DER FO 626,390 
1779 2,101,878 25, % -—- 481,654. 132,658 
1780 1,621,148 _.-. „ e,, {86529 
1781 1,229,987 | nes 1 116,373 | 4553859 162,232 
1782 1,587,981 tte. - | STR" 274,913 394145 
| Ws N E * A 8 S E 8. 7 
Imported inio England. Exporied from England, 8 
| LonDoN. OvuT-ypoRTSs. n. 
Years. Tons. cot. qrs. lbs. Tons. cut. qrs. Ibs. Tons. cwt, qrs. lbs. Tons. cwt. qrs, lbs, 
137n - fn 6 2-20 3 . YT 2.04 
„ $1217 - 30. -$- 2-8 o obe o 253 8 
1775 n r %%%ꝙGͥò⁵§˙⁵Ü b 
va 13-32 r r 0 15" 0;--0 
1777 St 9 1 24 209 0.2 „% ð , 00 F-07 
r 275 $0. 24 5 003 OT RT.» 
1779 59 14 © 21 09 4:0 „ / {33-60 
1780 28 16 1 14 „% 18” ©: 86 4177 33 
1781 . . 9 0 © 0. 0:50 9 
W 8 „„ 1 


TOBACCO 


„rar 


ein o 
1 0 B A c & O. 


« 


LonDON. 

bh Pounds Mi. 

35248, 119 
6 O 


—— _ 


35,248, 1 19 


29,125,332 
3 


» 


29,125,332 


33.769, 986 
O O 


33.769, 986 


13,729,926 
O O 


I 3,729,926 


2,329,472. 


609, 481 


325,839 


935.320 


458,856 
1,148, 825 


_— 


: 2 124 


ve wx R e E- 


Exported. from E neland. 
OvT- -PORTS, 

© Pounds Wi. 

8 1555 38, Bob 


2 


15,694,519 
0 © 


15:695-519 


8 ; 
' | 453 
* bk, 
* 7 6 
U 


— 


Tors. 
Pounds Wi. 


50. 386,925 
35 


10,1 10,879 


O O 


” 43,880,865 
O a 


— 


10, 110, 879 


© 


43-880,865 


I6, 521,412 


8 


8 


575,934 


1 1,60), 68 1 | 


402, 269 
502, 18 3 


904.482 


867,579 


b I,204,959 


2,052, 538 


ire, ite E . 5 
Tears. Pounds Wi. 
1773 Not Prize, 599%) 
Prize, 1 8 5 
T | 55078957 
1774 Not Prize, 56, 048, 393 
Prize, 2 0 
Total, 56, 048, 393 
1775 Not Prize, 55,965,403 
Prize, O 2 
Total, 55,965,463 
1776 Not Prize, 7,27 5,037 
Prize, O 2 
Total, 7.255.035 
1777 Not Prize, 233,722 
Prize, 1,912, 329 
Total, 2, 146, 081 
1778 Not Prize, 655,124 
Prize, 3, 422, 29 
Total, 9,0775153 
779 Not Prize, 4,365, 11 
Prize, 9,6 52,31 
| Total, 14,01 1,431 
1780 Not Prize, 7, 3 54,405 | 
Prize, 4,944.70 
| Total, 12,299,172 
1781 Not Prize, 87375 639 
Prize, 6,25 . 
Total, 1 1,380, 726 
1782 Not Prize, 45414840 
Prize, 2,788,422 
Total, J, 203, 62 


$57,967 


12,752 


— 


1,170,719 


; 702,412 
ONE 


16,521,412 


2,572,894. 
3 32, 512 


nn 


— | 


| 1,322,855 


I, 381, 803 


86,282 


534,041 
1,502,714 


250 2,068,175 


_ 2,9904755 


— 


992,897 
| 2,711,539 


1,341, 276 
577.277 


3.704, 436 | 


1,918,583 


1,331,929 
546, 348 


i 


1,878,277 


I, 101,022 
197405 


2,199, 508 


1,751,307 


3.950, 8 1 5 : 


1,358, 427 


» 


2,529,146 


RICE, 


* * Þ 7 » * — o 
2 = <> - = 
 —_—_— ————— \ — ph >  _ 
© - 8 Ki ==, = —_— i _ 

_ =_ - v : a ET 
4 2 2 = — 1 a q \ 

—— ᷣ ᷣͤ l — = iv. — - 4=—- — 

= - a ; - — - 
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Importid into England. „ e ee E en 7 
805 e . Loxnox. OvT-yorTs., Torar 
+ Nears, Cut, gut. lbs. Cut. grs. lbs. Cwt. ars. lbs. Cut, 975. Be 
1773 487,122 1 23  '- 73,933 2 $ "281,40: 1 13 961,434 3 18 
1774 425389 3 20 $67,530 18 236651 2 8 304, 18 2 26 
1775 577,149 0 22 59,782 1 1x 323,698 o 18 383,480 1 7 
1776 6,436 o 27 36,420 o 8 6.682 3 18 43,102 3 by 
1777 13,016 1 20 20,047 1 25 $479 11 6 25,524 3 3 
1778 11,431 © 3 687049 2 21 4,861 2 22 9,971 1 15 
1779 65 0 14 $576 2 5 1,018 10 ' 1,594 2 ; 
1780 822 3 14 083 $: 204 16 925 3 22 
1781 40,146 2 12 15,055 © 4 $5696 2 19 20,751 2 23 
1782 2,716 2 2 7294 3 2 1,063 0 6 5.357 3 3 
| „ 'G DC: coi 
Imported into England. | n from England. 
2 Loxpox. Ovr-rokrs. Tors. 
Tarte Pounds Mi. Pounds Mi. Pounds Wi, Pounds Wi. 
2773 1,518, 552 — 596, 391 8,507 604,898 
1774 1,917,055 7 640, 510 7.118 647,628 
1775 2, 454811 — 611,025 133745 624, 770 
1776 785-071 — 448,377 6,654 455,031 
1777 818,458 — ALI 269,687 14,169 223,850 
1778 756, 798 — 151,80 10,205 171,075 
1779 733.730 —ſ — 222, 538 | 58,108 ; 280,646 
1780 511,549 — 238, 306 84,081 322,387 
1981 1,032,010 — 593.751 72459 666,210 
1782 569,443 — 141,214 41,148 182,362 
r RS: 
Imported into England. | Exported from England. 
Loxv pow. Our-rokTSs. Tors. 
Tears. Pounds Wi. Pounds Mi. Pounds Ni. Pounds Mi. 
1773 169,245 — 44,093 2 60 44153 
1774 238,415 —— 44,695 a. 44.695 
1775 198,053 — 59,948 188 60, 136 
1776 211,147 —— 37, 200 405 37,605 
1177 1944159 — 18,888 395 19,283 
1778 130, 255 — 21,913 2,047 23,900 
1779 100,891 — 8,780 43742 . 
1780 99,057 — 8,744 3.758 12, 502 
1781 124,506 — 12,713 $»307 18,020 
1782 104, 216 —d 10,445 4,220 14,605 
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er rn 11% or cou unrl | 465 
105 An Account of all Rio, Invioo, Cocnutwzarl, Toxacco, SuGanrs, MzLass5s and 
Rum imported i into Scotland for ten Lears, ending — 1783. 


| "TOBACCO. i 
[coca | re- unn e SUGARS MELASSES 
| ; TURED. [ TURED. 
J. Ib. Iv. | © of ewe. qrs. ö. cwr. qrs- Ib. gall 
0 0 0 44.54 70, 87 2 21] 12 1 200743,655 
0 0 0 [41,268, — 66,157 0 1 12 1 29183, 602 
0 ©| o 45,863, 184 $1,000 2 21 © © 9188, 1532 
o i100 7 9255 ; 22 2 2268, 05 
0 © ©| 207 2945 9 7203 253 © Of200,084t 
| D 0 90 2,884, 374/17, 2 545 1 1611, 820 
1779 o 1 012 3138, 4 . 8 12, 939 o 194, 352 
1780] 220 1 6,318 o © 17 157 5.125,63 17-041 31 03 1 220145, 62 52 
1781] 2,082 3 1316,42] 0 1 2 || 100 1,952, 243 58,379 1 11 o o 0144, 5217 
1782 o © ofl 3, 992 0 1 26 175 | 2,624, 807 57,487 3 18 o o o 150, 7437 


An AccounrT of all Riek, Indico, Cochix REAL, Toß Acco, SuoAxs, MELAsSsEs and 
| RU exported from Scotland for ten Years, exling at 9 4 850 


— — — — — 


— = - 
| = TOBACCO. | PUG ARE 
1188 — —— 

Z 8 r 22 4x REFINED. R A w. p 

years. | cwt. Ars. Ib. Ib. || b. Ib. wt. qrs. Ib. c. qrs. Ib. ct. qrs. Ib. gallons. 

177310, 541 3 160 of © 46,347,738¼1,235 2 18 $$-497 o 71 00 of- 72,338: 

1774] 730 18] © 337943221, 57 wm 3 19] 00 Of $0745. 

177 50 o O 30, 228, 9491, 354 3 24 — „178 Ol 3 © 7/51, o41 

177 O © ol] © 6123,407,10211,742 2 4 30,0 7 : 7 49 1 25] 48,5755 

1777] 1,244 3 7 6721] © 5,406, 6684, 343 1 12 227 899 2 3215 2 5/130, 296 

17780 1,413 2 1 245|© 2,290,02212,488 1 2 4765 2 8 Aa 2 186,598 

1779! 33 2 56 o|[128,923| 2, 339,401,450 248,634 1 2051 o 30409, 133 

178 3233 Fe 3.024, 8072 5 3 19127,045 © 1669 o 2 724% 

1781] 860 2 15 1 O 1, 574,735/1, 9137-7119 © 110840 3 2 24 

1702] 664 1 1 EE 233,458 700,837 78 ; a] 8,060 1 241216 3 12j138,4.38- 


The apparent minuteneſs of the foregoing tables, will, we hope, be ſufficiently attoned for 

by their uſefulneſs. By detail only, in ſuch matters, we arrive at certitude. It is eaſy to per- 
ccive the increaſe or decline of a general commerce, but we can only diſcover the cauſes pro- 
ducing theſe effects, by examining the component parts, —by obſerving their various move- 
ments, their advantages and drawbacks. It is this that gratifies the intelligent and reflecting 
mind, One thing muſt particularly ſtrike us in peruſing theſe tables, and that is, the 
aſtoniſhing manner in which the commercial national ſpirit maintained its level, and roſe 
above the preſſure of the moſt formidable and extended maritime war this country ever expe- 
rienced. This is eminently obſervable in our Weſt India trade, againſt which the naval force | 
of the enemy was principally directed; for, excepting the calamitous year of 1781, when thoſe 
tortuitous cauſes, which frequently blaſt the moſt vigorous exertions of human induſtry, oc- 
caſioned a conſiderable failure in our imports of ſugar and rum, no very ſtriking diminution is 
to be perceived during the courſe of the war; at leaſt, not in any manner proportionate to 
2 what 


* 
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A. D. | | 
1782 what the exigencies of the times might warrant.  Qur American trade, however, . 


l 4 ſame period, , preſents us a different aſpet, where the buſineſs of war put, in a great meaſu 

an entire ſtop to that of commerce: ſuch caſual_interruptions are ſometimes indeed 1 
able, but they ſhould be obviated as ſoom as-poſſible; for no. war, even the moſt fortunate, if 
| continued for a length of time, can be profitable to a commercial people. ln * 
_ - Having now arrived at that period, when commerce is once more about to return to 1 

cuſtomary channels, we ſhall again reſume our account of the national exports and im 1 
It would have afforded but little ſatisfaction to have purſued this ſubject, amidſt thoſe Ate | 
tions and embartaſſments inſeparable from a ſtate of hoſtility, fince nothing decifive could be 
fairly deduced therefrom; for, in ſueh a ſtate, things being thrown out of their natural order 
many of our trading intercourſes entirely cut off, and all, in a greater or leſſer depree _ 
ſtructed, no juſt eſtimate can be formed of the aggregate balance, or what ſhare our ofual trade 
with particular countries has in raiſing. or deprefling it. For the gratification, however, of 
thoſe who may wiſh to know the ſituation of our commercial affairs at this trying peried, we 
have ſubjoined an account of them during the laſt two years of the war; where, even there 
they will find cauſe for exultation : fince, ſo far from falling into that annihilation which os 
predicted by ſome viſionary ſpeculiſts, it ſtill maintained a moſt reſpectable footing, and fully WM 
evinced the impracticability of ſuddenly demoliſhing a vaſt commercial ſtructure, when once 
founded in wiſdom, directed by judgment, and ſupported with vigour and the genuine 
ſpitit of enterprize. 2 0,29 1 F 2 1 | 
An AccounT of the VALVE of all Goops, Wares and MEercnanDize, exported from, 


and imported into SCoTLAND, from CHRISTMAS, 1780, to CyHrisTMAS, 1782, diſ- 
tinguiſhing each Year and Place. | — NS 
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From CHRISTMAS 1780, From CHRISTMAS 1781, 

to CHRISTMAS 1781. to CHRISTMAS 1782, 
- Value of Goods, &c. Value of Goods, &c. Value of Goods, &c. Value of Goods, &c. 
PLACES. EXPORTED, IMPORTED. EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 

q us PL 7 e "BEA [a+ 

E28 8 Bt 85 NE £88 d. 
America, _ 183,620 10 2 | 49,826 19 2 73,311 4 — | 110,037 10 5 
F Weft Indies, — 141,220 9 6| 169,375 11 1 | 231,762 17 10 132,791 18 5 
=_ Denmark and Norway, 35011 It 1| 28,181 19 — || 34,575 11 $5 | 31,040 10 7 
= N 2 _ Flanders, — 56,452 6 10 | 45,803 19 4 65.559 8 2 92,300 4 2 
Germany, — 26,458 11 3 26,659 2 6] 19,417 17 2 | 13,636 15 8 
Greenland, _ — — — 8,291 13 3 — |: 1,420 10 — 
Guernſey, — 17,285 5 — 5,197 10 © || 1,782 — 2 $949 14 0 

Holland, — — — — 13.563 8 5 ——— ——| 6,522 6 
Iceland, — — — — — 465 130 ——— — $9.40 — 
Terſey, — — — 245 18 10 — — 1,290 © 8 
Ireland, — 3053, 167 11 11 195,685 13 — 201,182 19 10 149,899 19 4 
Iſle of Man, — 1,818 18 6 802 6 — 176 19 1 0634 
Italy, Mr HEE Ts 8 N 
Poland, — 161 © 1 7,389 19 — 43 11 — | 12,695 13 9 
Portugal, — 678 14 9] 14,014 10 — 2,800 15 10 | 8,057 13 
Pruflia, — 82 5 4 9,648 11 9 3.325 2 2 | 144803 510 
Ruſſia, . — 5,915 5 — | 209,325 1 11,165 8 8 | 203,004 14 d 
Sweden, — 4.703 13 718,793 7 11 || 7,629.18 6 22090 2 — 
Total, 763,109 9 — 803, 870 12 13 10 809,021 15 6 
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065 IMPORTS and LEXPORTH; | for the YEARS . and 1782, en 


COUNTRIES, 


2 


Africa, 
Can aries, 


Denmark and Norwny, 


Eaſt Country, 
Eaſt India, 
Flanders, 
France, 
Germany, 
Greenland, 
Holland, 
Ireland, 
Ille of Man, 
Italy, 
Madeira, 
Portugal, 
KRuſſia, 
Spain, 
Gibraltar, 
Streights, 
Sweden, 
Turkey, 
Venice, 
Alderney, 
Guernſey, 
Lz: | 
anada, 
Carohna, 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
Hudſon's Bay, 
New England. 
Newfoundland, 
New Providence, 
New Vork, 
Nova Scotia, 
Anguilla, 
Antigua, 
Barbadoes, 
Bermudas, 
Jamaica, 
Montſerrat, 
Nevis, 
St. Croix, 
St. Euſtatia, 
St. Kitt's, 
St. Lucia, 
St. Martin” * 
St. Thomas, 
obago, 
Tortola, | 
Southern Fiſhery, 
Vemerara, 
New Orleans, 
Prize Goods. 


Total, 


5 Vor, IV. 


8 
0 
12 

< 


1781, 


22 


* 


ending a at CunzoraAs, 
11782. 


— 


IMPORTS. 


EXPORTS. 


„ 1 


6 
30,386 8 10 
94-039 1 19 
4475845 8 6 
7 2589839 4 2 
15204, 8090 4 5 
1,909 's 4 
17,185 5 
58.5% 13 1 
100,48 18 11. 
„433,835 15 2 
11,204 17 10 
133,645 18 — 
J. 
3551723 3 — 
1, 206, 806 18 7 
114,492 7 2 
9964 2 4 
| 212,414 19 11 
24,180 2 6. 
377835 12 3. 
 &> vet a 
80,333 12 1 
285 7 
48,547 17 11 
94,368 8 2 
9 We. es 
> AM. 
14,763 118 
2,008 6 — 
$1,593 18 10 
3·553 16 2 
2,994 18 5 
4.023 19 vb 
152,445 4 2 
81,117 13 11 
2,673 14 9 
869,751 I4 IO 
56,402 10 8 
83,813 8 2 
557889 17 I 
$85,527 17 10 
103,565 19 — 
28,010 4 3 
29,330 2 8 
70,960 — 10 
Ae 
20,232 19 6 
1,087,928 18 8 
11,918,991 9 — 


— 


Exceſs of imports, 


. 10 


1,349,804 18 


3 M 


Ions. EXPORTS. | 
4. Wa 7 $, FA L: 5. d. 
10% 68,475 16 5 351734 bin 5 
— 8,341 12 110 * 

9 73,038 9 2 164,732 2 4 
3|| 332-738 7 | 130834 7 9 
?| 626,319 $| 1,467,844 10 11 
3 || 1,083,992 6 5 2,069,983 7 1 
— 4,783 13 6 8,153 11 2 
2 || 524.882 14 2| 1,549,745 11 8 
—| 39530 1. 2 4 
2 s i 7 90,933 17 4 
.. 17348, 10 It 10 "INE 89 — 4 
91 259044 9 6 1059 r 

+|| 277,698 8 8| 488,163 10 4 
10 3.867 7 6 Med be by 
3 280,654 :4 6 687,324 11 10 
71,185,844 14 4 196,577 9 10 
71454 12 5 F 
o "IE 0 2 4,046 19 4 
Re A 3 4 95451 10 — 
10 163,219 7 11 56,083 2 7 
10 41,325 10 7 4,248 3 — 
3 $3,540 16 4 42,113 4 — 
: 38 19 — 2,148 4 5 
8 $6,298 6 —|. 6,693 19 1 
2 13,347 14 9 23,960 18 4 
6 144,291 7 10| 496,579 8 3 
10 [ 14,182 4 2 69,742 Ig 8 
130,935 13 60 4.70% — ir 
— . 6,804 1 10 339 8 — 

5 6,801 18 8 8,188 11 

— | — 25 — — 

31] 658,825 410 125,388 16 5 
as SS. III. 
8 7,090 3 2] 186,242 4 5 

11 28,943 8 10 I L006: C2 
— || 48,239 18 6 $4297. 7 2 
2 231,019 5 5 131,438 9 2 
10 [ 176,999 2 5 201,314 13 5 

6 880 15 11 16,649 9 8 
2 52½ — 11] 670,669 7 7 
647,695 14 9 428 14 10 
2 47,3860 16 gf 4,38) 2 5 
eimer. Boo — — 
ö 
5 12037 18 7 8 
— 248,916 — 4. 23,304 17 8 
— || 258,141 16 11 139,853 9 
340, 580 16 1 7 
11 3.952 10 51 222,632 10 7 
10 7223 7 I0 1,893 5 10 
161,388 1 2 92,720 12 2 
2 N Wopr Os wagons MO Fu 
6 | 47,913 14 — — 
4 4,426 11 10 14.318 3 x 
5 52,00% 3 1] $63,089 7 9 
10 [%, 532, 606 19 10 12,355,750 0 1 
» | Execlsofexporty 2483.14 o 3 
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board merchant-ſhips, &c. 


An act for more effectually carrying into 


A. D, 
1782 The following are the variations of the public fads during this year, with e n. = 
loweſt prices arranged oppoſite to each month. 9885 ER te biete and 
Ko Bank | 3 per 3 perh5þ 6.14 per Long Aunt | Indio 0 1 | S Sea S Sta L BF 
| * 5 z 170 kr Ann. 1778 | Stock. | Bonds. | js New| Nov 1 * 
1 Fett . 
anuar 1114056 7850(5840717J[ 161280135 12 64 55 — 
PO { 110! 56855 — 7147612 1344] 11 501 381 „ 
February, Nr 70 — 1259 1 333 21 — bs 2 
"3 1097|55 547 54F| 793} 15F| 114 [131%] par. — 21 — x = 
March, 4422188 557 55/7116 8127 1367108. pr. 552581112] 1 pr. 81 
1114|55z|— 54.6 [125 1341] par. |= 5431111 6diſ. [ 
April { 110 57 60 584. 75s 174 I35 739 11 57+ 584 vg 6- g 05 
— 1553 55714167127 1357 1 |563|ctliot} 29if; : 
May 142 595 |— (— 7327 — 13945 584 592118— —— 
11458457 (— 723774013 (238% 7 574 587] 104 |——— 
b, f f DD I 
, | 1143| 5831593] — [73% 4736 es 137 3 (587 — 104— — 
July, 1 592 60x — 1733} {—— 137 — ä — — 112 — 
1131 57s 587. — 72&þ17. {——|128 „ 
Auguſt, 1135 58457 — 73 [103/124 12944 574577114347 — 
1133|— 56 — 72 167 12 1274 1 564 564104 — 
Septemb. 1 574587 — [744]178|124 1304 2 587 57710 5 — 
1144 — 562 — 727164122 —— par. 57456 10 3 3 
October, $444! 58 58 — 7143 [174| —|1397 — |= 165 — 
1132 5740572 — [723|175 129 56757710661 —: 
Novemb. 1112 60g — |— 18 137 135412 571607 12414 — 
113456458 — 712/77 127 1314 2 60 [677|113]| 2 — 
Decemb. 8 55 664106 |—- 804196137 139218 6426471348 ² — 
120 (60z]613|—' 173311751135 1133 114. (6d 6124. — 


The following bills relating to trade and commerce, received tlie royal aſſent between the 
27th of November, 1781, and the 11th of July, 1982 ;— 
A bill for further continuing an act made in the 17th year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, 
An Att to empower. his Majeſty to ſecure and detain perſons charged with or ſuſpected of 
the crime of high-treaſon, committed in any of his 129 8 colonies or plantations in Ame- 
rica, or on the high ſeas, or for the crime of piracy.” 


For the better ſupply of mariners and ſeamen to ſerve in * his Majeſty” s ſhips-of war, and on 


For allowing, further time to negociate by indorfement the bonds iſſued in purſuance of an 
act of the 14th of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, 
execution certain propoſals made by the moſt noble Henry Duke of Buccleugh, the moſt noble 
Charles Duke of Queenſberry and Dover, and others, for redeeming, the annuities granted by 
the company of the bank of Ayr, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, known under 
the firm of Douglas, Heron, and Company.” 

For prohibiting the ranſoming of ſhips or veſſels 3 by his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
of the merchandize or goods on board ſuch ſhips or veſſels. 

For allowing the 1mportation of goods, the growth, produce, or eme tu of the iſlands 
of St. Chriſtopher, Nevis, and Montſerrat, into any ports of his Majeſty's dominions in Europe 

e or America, upon payment of the Britiſh plantation duties. 


. 
» 9 a 8 as e „ 3 1 —— A * * 
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oh For a a ſhines duty upon inland bills of exchange, promiſſory notes, or Aber * 

payable otherwiſe than upon demand. | 

For charging a duty on perſons whoſe property ſhall be inſured againſt loſs by fire, 

For licenſing lottery office keepers, and regulating the ſale of lottery tickets. X 

For diſcharging and indemnifying the Eaſt India Company from all damages, indi: and 
joſſes, for default in certain payments due to the public, on ſuch payments being made at a 
future ſtipulated time; and to enable the- ſaĩd Company to continue à dividend of eight per 
cent. to the proprietors of their ſtock, for the preſent year. 


For enabling his n, to WN a peace or truce with certain colonies i in North Ame- 
rica, therein mentioned. Gap | | PRI 
For preventing, in fature, the granting any gent office to be exereifal in any Siber or 
plantation now, or at any time hereafter, belonging to the crown of Great Btitain, for any 
longer term than during ſuch time as the grantee thereof, or perſon ann thereto, ſhall 
diſcharge the duty thereof-in perſon, and behave well therein. 
For the better relief and employment of the poor. b 2 
For reſtraining any perſon concerned in any contract, commiſſiori, or agreement made for 
the public ſervice, from being eleQed, or fitting and — as a member of * Houſe * 
Commons. 
Of this act, we ſhall give the following abſtrat : — 


Any member accepting a contract, or continuing to Hold any contract, after the com- 
mencement of the next ſeſſion, his ſeat ſhall be void. 


Not to extend to incorporated companies; nor to contracts already 2 for one year ; 
nor to contracts by deſcent, till after twelve months poſſeſſion. 

„Members holding contracts, may be diſcharged therefrom, on giving a 0 notice. 

Any perſon actually poſſeſſed of a patent for a new invention, or a prolongation thereof 
by ac of Parliament, and having contraQed with government concerning the object of the ſaid 
patent before the paſſing of this act, ſhall give notice of his intention to diflolve the faid con- 
tract, and the ſame ſhall be null and void from the time of giving ſuch notice. 

If any perſon hereby diſqualified ſhall be elected, ſuch election ſhall he void. 


© Diſqualified perſons who ſhall fit in the Houſe of Commons after this ſeſſion, ſhall forfeit 
cool. for each day, 


- 
PR ee OS 2 "+ 4 


No member of the Houſe of 88 to have any Ane! in public contracts: and a 
heavy penalty to be levied on thoſe admitting them to ſuch a participation. N 
Actions againſt defaulters to be commenced within twelve months.“ 


SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year :;— | £307 's,: < 
For 100,000 ſeamen, including 21,305 marines, - — 4,940,000 © © 
For the ordinary of the Navy, &c. - — — — 409,766 12 9g 
Towards building and repairing ſhips of war, _ 953.519 © 0 
Towards diſcharging the debt of the navy, — — 1,500,000 ' © ©. 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſerv1 ice, &c. 696,001 13 5 
Ditto for the ſea ſervice, - . 260,000 © © 
Ordnance extraordinaries of 1781, — 899,723 15 7 
For compenſation to proprietors of lands near Plymouth, — 16,364 10 5 
For 49, 455 land- forces, including 4,175 invalids, &c. — 1,242,835 2 3 


7 


* 


* 


3M 2 Carried over, 10,918,210 14 5 
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1782 j 8 N L. 1 4. 
| 8 over, 10,918,210 14 8 
For maintaining forces and gatriſons out of the kingdom, 131,82 f 10 
For the pay of the general and Raff-officers, &c, — — 43, 840 ; o 
For the militia, and four regiments of fencible men i in North hald 657,497 "Ba | 
For the cloathing of the militia, — — — 109,594 1 1 
For additional militia companies, &. in 1781, . $42 14 1 
For additionals to three Wann of foot, and for Major General 4 
Stuart Douglas, — — — N th73 10 4 
On account of the reduced * of his Majeſty s land forces, &c. 77895 19 2 
For allowances to ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 
reduced troops of horfe-guards, &c. — — $74 18 4 
For one regiment of light dragoons, and two regiments of foot, abe | 
September 24, to December 24, 1781, — — 21,329 18 8 
For one ditto, ditto, and ſeven battalions and a detachment of foot in 
the Eaſt Indies, 1782, — — — 36,280 10 8 
For the charge of out-penfiomers of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c. — 92,881 17 x 
For the charge of 13,472 Heſſian troops and ſubſidy, — 367,203 9 10 
To make good the deficiencies in fums voted for ditto 1 in 1781, 15,499 17 5 
For the charge of 4,300 Brunſwickers, — — 93,947 15 8 
For ditto of 2,094 men of the troops of Hanau and ſubſidy, _ 61, 108 13 of 
For five Hanoverian battalions ſerving at Gibraltar, &c. — 56,074 19 44 
Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and ſubſidy, _ 17,498 3 23 
For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbſt, including artillery, — 23,818 11 114 
Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1781, — — 4.942 19 o 
For ditto of 1,559 troops of the Margrave of Anſpach, c. — 43,665 12 3 
Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1781, _ — 3,282 12 5 
For proviſions for the foreign troops ſerving in ee — 55,409 © o 
For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 27,683 14 0 
For extra army expences, &c. not provided for by Parliament, 3,280,053 11 10+ 
To the Levant Company, _ — — 000 d © 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, 5, 830 1 6 
For repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 15,00 © © 
Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerſet Houle, — 25,000 0 o 
Towards rebuilding Newgate, — — — 10, j O o 
For the Britiſh Mufeum, — — — 3,000 0 o 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. _ 73,704 8 o 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſum iffued by his Majeſty's 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 3,908 9 15 
To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts in heaving ballaſt | | 
on the Thames, — — 14.719 4 © 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of the iland of St. John, — 3.000 0 0 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 2,536 0 0 
Pitto of Nova Scotia, _ — — 55021 10 5 
18 


Carried forward, 


17,508,516 
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*, 
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; Ditto of Eaſt a 55 


Brought ov er, | 


- ! 5 
1 
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Ditto of Weſt Florida, for 1779. | — — 
For the commiſſioners of public accounts —: "dw 
For diſcharging the prizes of the lottery of 1781, — 
Towards diſcharging certain Exchequer bills, 5 
For diſcharging certain other Exchequer hills, &c. Wa 
] For ditto, on the vote of credit. * 
Deficiency in the land-tak _ — — 3 
3 Ditto in the malt · tax, — 5 5 
Ditto of coinage duty, — — a 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1758, — _ $I 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, — 8 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1499, — . 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, — * * 
Ditto of ways and means, 1781, — dt 3 
For military ſervices, on the vote of credit, 8 
Total Supplies, 


The Wars and MA xs for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. 


Duty on malt, — — _ 
Land tax at 49. — — — 
Lottery, — — — — 
By Exchequer bills, — — Je 
By ditto, a — — — * 
By certain balances, — —— — — 
Diſpoſeable money in the Exchequer, _ — 
By certain ſurpluſſes of the ſinking fund, — — 
By future produce of the ſinking fund, — — 
Vote of credit, — 


Total of Ways and Means, 


Total amount of Supplies granted, 
Total amount of Ways and Means, 


Deficiency of Ways and Means, 


—ê 


The national debt, up to 1782, amounted to * 
The annual intereſt of which was, 


— 


12 OFTHE ORIGIN. OF 60 M 0 5 R C E. 


»2n ů— 


461 
G 
17,508,516 18 62 
29899 7 © 
Ferre. 0 © 
\ 19,009 0 
Wies 0 © 
1,990,000 © © 
0 o 
oO © 
8 77 
11 45 
8,113 16 117 
35,149 8 or 
183,380 3 8 
102,800 9 o 
153,193 8 11 
24,407 5 114 
23,266,277 11 1+ 
1,000,000 o © 
24,266,277 11 1+ 
4. & 
750,000 o © 
2,000,000 © o 
, 13,500,000 o © 
403,000 © : © 
1, $00,000 © 0 
1,900,000 © Oo 
23,648 2 7 
10,251 18 11 
870,60 11 23 
n 10 8 
23,244,373 3 42 
1,000,000 oO o 
2452447373 3 4 
24,266,277 11 14 
2444373 6 4 
21,904 7 8% 


2 m5 O 


— 


4 » 190,606,000 __— 
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e 
f Me" *. | The following additional duties and new taxes were impoſed this year: 8 5 x 
: An additional duty of 18. per barrel on all ſmall beer above 108. oy, + 9 5 ; 7 g 
barrel, and withholding the 6d. draw back on malt, — | 423600. 4 | 
Ditto of 4d. per pound on tobacco, 3 —— 1417333 0 5 
Ditto of one farthing per pound on falt. 5 10 e wah Aen. 60% o : 
Ditto on medicinal ditto, 2s. the hundred reght, "MH 10 el? $i ging £000" 0 
Ditto of p per cent. on all exciſe and cuſtomos, 3 eee 235,000 0 A 
6 Spaniſh and Flemiſh brandies to pay the ſame duties as French, red 5,000 1 a 2 
| A new tax of 1s. 6d, on every 100l. inſured, 1᷑00%0⁰ 0 0 
Ditto of a ſtamp duty of 3d. on every inland 1 af exchange under (ONSDREE Tt 
gol. and 6d. on ditto above gol, | „ # 
Ditto of one farthing per ton per mile on inland water 3 ne, o o 
Ditto of 3d. per ton on coaſting ditto, — n — 27000 9 0 
Total of new taxes, &c. — — | Wn 81 5703 IH 
Intereſt of the additional national debt of * year; u 793,25 0 0 
* of new tines, | 20,018 o o 


mm „ 


An account of the chriſtenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
'this year. 


7 | Chriſtened, males $,808 Buried, males 9,131 
1 * females 8,293 females 8,787 
177101 — | 17,918 


1783 This year opens with an event of the utmoſt importance to the Britiſh empire, as well as to 
the different powers-engaged in hoſtikties againſt it. On the-20th of January, preliminary 
articles of peace between Great Britain and France were ſigned at Verſailtes by Mt. Fitzherbert 
and the Count de Vergennes: ſimilar articles were alſo ſigned at the ſame place, and on the 
ſame day, between Great Britain and Spain, by Mr. Fitzherbert and the Count D' Aranda.— 
Proviſional articles of peace with the United States of America, (to take place when a treaty 
was concluded) had been already ſigned at Paris on the goth of November in the laſt year, by 
Mr. Oſwald and the American commiſſioners, B. Franklin, J. Adams, J. Jay, and H. Lau- 

rens. — The preliminaries with Holland were not actually ſubſcribed, but a ceſſation of hoſti- 

Jities with that republic was agreed upon. 

In the treaty between Great Britain and France it was agreed, that the moſt efficacious mea- 

| ſures ſhould immediately be taken, by both parties, for putting an end to hoſtilities of every 
kind, Newfoundland was to remain with England as before the commencement of the war; 
 - and to prevent diſputes about boundaries, it was accorded, that the French fiſhery ſhould begin 
| From Cape St. John, on the eaſtern fide, and going round by the north, ſhould have for its 
boundary Cape Ray on the weſtern fide, The iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were ceded 
in full right to France. The French were to continue to fiſh in the Gulf of St. Laurence, 


.conformably to the fifth article of the treaty of Paris. The King of Great Britain was to 
as | reſtore 


I" 
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France the iſland of St. Lucia, and to cede and guarantee to her that of Tobago. 
The King of France was to ſurrender to Great Britain the iſlands of Grenada and the Gre- 
nadines, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Kitt's, Nevis, and Montſerrat. The river of Senegal 
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and its dependencies, with the forts of Louis, Podor, Galam, Arguin and Portendic, were 


to be given to France; and the ifland of Goree was to be reſtored to it, Fort James and the 
river Gambia were guarantied to his Britannic Majeſty ; and the gum. trade was to remain in 
the ſame condition as before the commencement -off hoſtilities :—the'King of Great Britain 


was to reſtore to his Moſt: Chriſtian Majeſty; all the eſtabliſhments which belonged to him at 


the breaking out of the war on the coaſt of Orixa and in Bengal, with the liberty to ſurround 
Chandernagore with a ditch- for draining the waters; and became engaged to ſecure to the ſub- 
jets of France in that part of India, and-on the coaſts of Orixa, Coromandel and Malabar, a 


fafe, free and independent trade, either as private traders, or under the direction of a company. 


Pondicherry, as well as Karical, was to be rendered back to France; and his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty was to giye, as à dependency round Pondicherry, the two diſtricts of Valanour and Ba- 
hour; and, as a dependency round Karical, the four contiguous Macans. The French were 
again to enter into the poſſeſſion of Mahe, and of the Comptoir at Surat. The allies of France 


and Great Britain were to be invited to accede to the preſent pacification; and the term of four 


months was to be allowed them for the purpoſe of making their deciſion. If they ſhould be 
averſe to peace, no aſſiſtance, on either ſide, was to be given to them. Great Britain renoun- 
ced every claim with reſpect to Dunkirk. Commiſſioners were to be appointed reſpectively by 
the two nations: to enquire: into the ſtate of their commerce, and to concert now arrangements 
of trade on the footing of reciprocity and mutual convenience. All conqueſts on either ſide, 
in any part of the world whatſoever, not mentioned or alluded. to in the preſent treaty, were 
to be reſtored without difficulty, and without requifing compenſation. It being neceſſary that 
there ſhould be a-fixed epoch for the reſtitutions and ſurrenders to be made by the contracting 
parties, it was determined that the King of, Great Britain ſhould order the evacuation of the 


Hands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, three months after the ratification of the preliminary treaty, . 


and that, if poſſible, before the expiration-of the ſame period, he ſhould relinquiſh all connec- 
tion with St. Lucia, in:the Weſt Indies, and Goree, in. Africa. It was ſtipulated, in like 
manner, that his Britannic Majeſty ſhould, at the end of three months after the ratification of 
the treaty, or ſooner, enter into the poſſeſhon of the iſlands of Grenada and the Grenadines, 
St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Chriſtopher's, Nevis, and Montſerrat. France was to be put in 
poſſeſſion of the towns and comptoirs which were to be reſtored to her in the Eaſt Indies, and 
of the territories which were to ſerve as dependencies. round Pondicherry. and Karical, fix. 
months after the ratification of the definitive treaty ; and at the termination of the ſame term, 
ſhe was to reſtore the towns and diſtricts which her arms might have taken from the Engliſh 
or their allies in that quarter of the globe. The priſoners on each fide were reciprocally to be 

ſurrendered; and without ranſom, upon the ratification of the treaty,.and on paying the debts 

they might have contracted during their captivity. Each crown was reſpectively to reimburſe 
the ſums which had been advanced for the maintenance- of their: priſoners, according to at- 
teſted and authentic vouchers. With a view to prevent every diſpute and complaint? on ac- 
count of prizes which might be taken by the ſhips of war belonging to either power, the fol- 
lowing arrangement was agreed upon: All veſſels or effects captured in the Channel, and in 

the North Seas, after the ſpace of twelve days, (to be computed from the ratification of the 
preſent preliminary articles) were to be reſtored on each fide ; one month to be allowed, from 
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1583 the Channel and the North Seas, as far as the Canary iſlands inclufively,-or in the M TV 
ranean ; two months from the Canary-iſlands us far as the equator; and, laſtly, fre months 
* without exception, in all other parts of the worlx dau ñxĩðvÄ oo | 
1 By the preliminary articles between Great Britain and Spain it was agreed, that biz Cath "Ry 
_ ..- >» lie Majeſty was to keep the iſland of Minorca, and was to retain Weſt Florida. Eaſt Florida 
was to be ceded to him by the King of Great Britain. Eighteen months were to be allowed 
from the dats of the ratification of the definitive treaty, to the ſubjects of the latter who had 
ſettled in the ifland of Minorca and in the two Floridas, to ſell their eſtates, to recover thi. 
debts, and to tranſport their perſons and effects, without being reſtrained on account of their 
religion, or on any other pretence whatſoever, except that of debts and proſecutions for crimes, 
His Britannic Majeſty was, at the ſame time, to have the power to cauſe all the effects that 
might belong to him in Eaſt Florida to be carried away. The liberty of cutting logwood in a 
diſtri, of which the boundaries were to be aſcertained, without moleſtation or diſturbance 
of any kind whatſoever, was permitted to Great Britain. The King of Spain was to reſtore 
the iſlands of Providence and the Bahamas, without exception, in the condition in which they 
were when conquered by his arms. All other congueſts of territories and countries, upon 
either fide, not included in the prefent articles, were to be mutually reſtored, without diffi- 
culty or compenſation. The epoch for the reſtitutions to be made, the regulations for the 
releaſe of priſoners, and for the ceſſation of captures, were exactly the ſame as thoſe ſtipulated 
in the preliminary articles with France. BN S641 20 | 
By the proviſional articles agreed upon by the reſpective dommiſſioners of Great Britain and 
the United States of America, his Britannje Majeſty acknowledged them to be free, ſovereign, 
and independent States. He conſented to treat with them in that capacity; and, for himſelf, 
his heirs, and his ſucceſſors, he relinquiſhed all claims to the government of them, to their 
property and territorial rights. That no diſputes might ariſe in future on the ſubject of the 
boundaries of the United States, it was declared, that they ſhould be, from the north-weſt 
angle of Nova Scotia, to that angle which 4s formed by a line drawn due north, — from the 
ſource of St. Croix river to the Highlands, along the Taid Highlands, which divide thoſe rivers 
that empty themſelves into the river St. Laurence, —- from thofe which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north weſternmoſt head of Connecticut river, «thence down along the middle 
of that river, to the 45th degree of north latitude, from thence by a line due weſt on that 
latitude, vuntil-it ſtrikes the river Iroquois or Cateraquy, —thence along the middle of the ſaid 
river into the lake Ontario, through the middle of that lake, until it ſtrikes the communication 
between the ſaid lake and the lake Erie, - thence along the middle of that communication into 
lake Erie, through the middle of the ſaid lake, until it arrives at the- water communication 
between that lake and Lake Huron, —thence along the middle of the ſaid water communica- 
tion. thence through the middle of the ſaid lake to the water communication between that 
lake and Lake Superior, —thence through Lake Superior, northward of the aſſes Royal and 
Phillipcaux, to the Long Lake, —thence through the middle of the ſaid Long Lake, and the 
water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to the ſaid Lake of the Woods,— 
thence through the ſaid Lake to the moſt northern point of it; and from thence, in a due 
weſt courſe, to the river Mififlippi,—thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the ſaid 
river Miſſiſſippi, until it ſhall interſe& the northernmoſt part of the ziſt degree of north lati- 
tude.— South, by a line to be drawn due eaſt, from the determination of the line laſt- mention- 


ed, in the latitude of 31 degrees north of tho Equator, to the. middle of the river Apalachicola, 
| or 
| A 
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| wy or Catahouche,—thence along the middle thereof, to its en with the river - Fling. 


thence ſtrait'to the head of St. Mary's River, and thence down along the middle of St Mary's 
River to the Atlantic Ocean.—Eaſft, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river St. 
Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its ſource; and from its ſource, directly north 
to the ſaid Highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from thoſe 
| which fall into the river St. Laurence; comprehending all iſlands within 20 leagues of any part 
of the ſhores of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due caſt from the 
points where the ſaid boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part, and Eaft Florida on 
the other, ſhall reſpectively touch the Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean; excepting ſuch 
iſlands as now are, or heretofore have been within the limits of the ſaid province of Nova Scotia.“ 

It was ſtipulated, that the people of the United States ſhould continue to enjoy, without 
moleſtation, the right to take fiſh of every kind on the Grand Bank, and all other the Banks 
of Newfoundland; and that they ſhould likewiſe exerciſe and continue the ſame privilege in 
the Gulf of St. Laurence, and at every other place in the ſea; where the ſaid inhabitants uſed 
heretofore to fiſk. - The inhabitants of the United States were likewiſe to have liberty to take 
fiſh of every kind, on ſuch part of the coaſt of Newfoundland, as Britith feamen ſhall reſort 
to, but not to cure or dry them on that iſland. They were alſo to poſſeſs the privilege of fiſh- 
ing on the coaſts, bays, and creeks of all the other dominions of his Britannie Majeſty in 
America, and the Americans are to be permitted to dry and cure fiſh in any of the unſettled 
bays, harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Iſlands, and Labrador, But it was 
agreed, that, after ſuch places ſhould be ſettled, this right could not be legally put in practice 
without the conſent of the inhabitants and proprietors of the ground. It was accorded, that 
creditors on either fide ſhould meet with no impediment in the proſecution of their claims. 
It was conttacted, that the Congreſs ſhould earneſtly recommend it to the legiſlatures of the 
| reſpective States, to provide for the reſtitution of all eſtates and properties which had been con- 
fiſcated, belonging to real Britiſh ſubjects, and of the eſtates and properties of perſons refident 
in diſtricts in the poſſeſſion of his Majeſty's arms, and who had not borne arms againſt the 
United States. It was reſolved, that perſons of any other deſcription ſhould have free liberty 
to go to any part whatſoever of any of the Thirteen United States, and remain in it for twelve 
months unmoleſted in their endeavours to recover ſuch of their eſtates, rights and properties, 
as may not have been confiſcated ; and it was concerted, that the Congreſs fhould earneſtly 
recommend to the ſeveral States, a reviſion of all acts or laws regarding the premiſes, ſo as to 
render them perfectly conſiſtent, not only with juſtice and equity, but with that ſpirit of con- 
ciliation, which, on the return of the bleſſings of peace, ſhould univerſally prevail. It was 
underſtood, that no future confiſcations ſhould be made, nor proſecutions commenced againſt 
any perſon or body of men, on account of the part which he or they had taken in the preſent 
war; and that thofe who may be in confinement on ſuch a charge, at the time of the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty in America, ſhould be immediately ſet at liberty. It was concluded, that 
there ſhould be a firm and perpetual peace between his Britannic Majeſty and the United 
States ; that all hoſtilities by ſea and land ſhould immediately ceaſe; and that priſoners, on 
both ſides, ſhould be ſet at liberty. It was determined, that his Britannie Majeſty ſhould expe- 
ditiouſly, and without committing deſtruction of any ſort, withdraw all his armies, garriſons 
and fleets, from every port, place and harbour of the United States. The navigation of the 
river Miſſiſſippi, from its ſource to the Ocean, was to remain ever free and open to the ſub- 
jects of Great Britain, and to the citizens of the United States. In fine, it was agreed in the 
Vor. IV. { 3-8 event, 
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tion to renew thoſe ties which, in former times, had connected them ſo cloſely. with Great 
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be conquered by the arms of either before the arrival of the proviſional artic es in America, j 
ic 


ſhould be reſtored without compenſation or difficulty, /. | he 
It was not with equal ſucceſs that the negociations for peace were carried 9 with Holland, 
In a memorial to Mr. Fitzherbert, preſented to him at Paris, by the plenipotentiaries of the 
States General, intimations of advantages were made which could not be granted. In con- 
ſequence of which, he was inſtructed to reply, that as the Republic diſcevered fo little inclina- 


- 
\ 9 


Britain, it was proper, at leaſt, that they ſhould conduct themſelves in all commercial affairs 
which might take place between Great Britain and them, purely and fimply by the enen 
principles of the rights of mankind; and to this declaration, he added, that as ſoon as the 
nations engaged in the preſent war, ſhould begin to form thoſe: commercial arrangements, 
which the new engagements that ſhould ſubfiſt between them ſhould. render neceilary, his 
Britannic Majeſty would be ready to contract with them ſuch commercial treaties as might 
correſpond with the fituation of the two States, and with their reſpective intereſts. They were 
aſſured, that the King of Great Britain was willing, from his moderation, to-reſtore-to their 
High Mightineſſes, all the poſſeſſions which had been taken from them by his arms, except 
Trincomale, in the rfland of Ceylon, with its dependencies, With-regard to an indemnifica- 
tion of the loſſes which the United Provinces had experienced during the war, they were in- 
formed, that ſuch a pretenſion would never be admitted, as being equally repugnant to reaſon 
and equity : but they were admoniſhed at the ſame time, that the King of Great Britain con- 
ſented, without any reluctance, that the diviſion of prizes taken by his ſubjects preyious to 
the rupture, ſhould be ſubmitted to the courts of juſtice of the Britiſh Admiralty, agreeable to 
the eſtabliſhed rules of nations. 

To theſe propoſitions, the plenipotentiaries of the States General expreſſed their diſſent. 
They did not underftand what the court of London meant by the general principles of the 
rights of mankind.” If by this expreſſion thoſe principles were ſignified which are drawn from 
the primitive rights of nations, which render the navigation and conveyance of all kinds of 
merchandize, without diſtinction, entirely free, without any obſtrufttion whatever, excepting 
warlike ſtores, they were perſuaded that their High Mightineſſes would very readily admit it 
as the baſis of a negotiation ; and they expreſſed themſelves to be ready to engage in arranging, 
on this principle, the definitive treaty of peace, or a treaty of private commerce, as ſoon as the 
nations concerned in the preſent war ſhould determine to enter into commercial arrangements. 
They could not, however, reconcile the detention of Trincomale, with what was termed the 
moderation of his Britannic Majeſty ; and it was their opinion, that their High Mightineſſes 
would not ſubmit to authorize an article of that kind. As to an indemnification of loſſes, 
they avoided finally to enter upon it, till it ſhould appear that the court of London. was diſ- 
poſed to approach to equitable heads of accommodation and alliance. "2 

On the 27th of January, copies of the preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain 
and France, and Great Britain and Spain, and of the proviſional treaty with the United States 
of America, were laid before both Houſes of Parliament; and the 17th day of February fol- 
lowing was appointed for taking them into confideration. Without entering into the particu- 
lars of the important debates which took place on this occaſion, we ſhall give a candid flate- 
ment of the arguments employed on both ſides of the queſtion, 1 
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165 It was aſſerted on the part of adminiſtration, that the critical ſituation of the finances of this 
country demanded an immediate termination of the war. The national debt was now riſen to 
the enormous ſum of 250,005,000. for which an intereſt of near 9,500,000]. was annually 
| paid. This intereſt, together with the civil lift and peace eſtabliſhment, would ſwell the na- 
tional expences to little leſs than 15,000,000]. per annum; and as the amount of the enormous 
load of taxes, under which the landed intereſt was finking, did not exceed 12, 700, oool. there 
remained an annual ſum of 2, 300, oool. to be raiſed'by freſh burthens. | 

It might indeed be urged, that the other belligerent powers felt an equal-degree of diſtreſs ; 
but allowing the truth of that aſſertion, the difference of government operated ſo much in 
their fayour, that granting they would incur great diſtreſſes by proſecuting the war, we ſhould 
experience much greater, were a public bankruptcy to enſue. The popular maxims of our 
conſtitution would throw us into univerſal confuſion, while the habitual ſubmiſſion to the 
ſupreme authority of the State, (Holland excepted) would, in the midft of their hardſhips and 
ſufferings, keep them, in a great degree, in tranquillity and order, | 

To theſe aſſertions it was replied, that the ſtate of our finances was as well known to the 
enemy as ourſelves; and that it aroſe from their firm belief of our being in a fituation to con- 
tinue the conteſt, that they manifeſted the diſpoſition they had to enter into a negotiation for 
peace with us. | 

The next point of conſideration, was the home defence of the kingdom. The deficiencies 
in the various corps of regulars and militia were deſcribed to be ſo great, that not leſs than 
32,000 men would be wanted to ſupply them. The country, it was inſiſted, was ſo exhauſted, 
that few or no recruits could be procured, and that even if men were obtained in Germany, 
it would be a matter of no common hazard to tranſport them beyond the Channel, while the 
ſeas were poſſeſſed by the ſuperior fleets of our enemies. On the contrary it was aſſerted, that 
both Great Britain and Ireland abounded with men fit for ſervice, and that German levies 
might be eaſily raiſed as well as tranſported, with no more than the common riſque of war, to 
any part of the globe. | | STE 

The navy was repreſented to be in a condition hardly adequate to the purpoſe of defence 
and the protection of commerce, much leſs to the activity of enterprize. The whole Britiſh 
naval force, fit for ſervice, ſcarcely amounted to ioo fail of the line; of theſe many were 
undermanned, ſeveral out of repair, and the greater part had been long and aQtively employed 
on foreign ſtations. Our magazines were in an exhauſted ſtate; and with the moſt diligent 
exertions, not more than fix fail could have been added to this catalogue in the enſuing ſpring : 
on the other hand, the fleets of France and Spain amounted to 140 fail of the line; thirteen 
new ſhips would have been ſhortly added to the French fleet ; the Dutch navy would be com- 
poſed of 25 fail of the line, and it was uncertain what acceſſions the Spaniſh force would have 
received at the ſame period, The diſtribution of this force, it was added, was a very alarming 
circumſtance. Had not peace taken place, a fleet of 40 ſail of the line lay ready at Cadiz to 
_ accompany a fleet of tranſports, with 16,000 troops, to the Weſt Indies; where, at leaſt, 
20 ſhips of the line were waiting, with as many thouſand troops, to join them. Our naval 
ſtrength, on that ftation, conſiſted of no more than 46 ſail of the line, which was not an ade- 
quate force, making every reaſonable allowance for the ſuperior {kill and courage of Britiſh 
ſeamen, to give any reaſonable hopes, that we ſhould be able to prevent the alarming defigns 
of the enemy on our remaining Weſt India poſſeſſions, | | 
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the ſervice of Great Britain, and more were daily expected. The immenſe armies 
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1783 In the mean time, we had every reaſon to expect, that France would 


” * a 8 
riority in the Eaſt Indies. The reinforcement from England under neee ap her r. 


would at moſt give us an equality with the enemy, —and which, after all, wo 9 
be ſufficient to prevent them from landing their troops on a coaſt of. ſu means, 


ch great extent. | 
force which the French already had, with Hyder Ally, exceeded the ne wage p _ 


whi 
Prince would bring into the field, aided by the {kill and diſcipline of his French * 


objects of the moſt ſerious conſideration. FFC 
If we directed our attention near home, and looked to the probable operations in the Chan- 


nel and the Northern Seas, in a future campaign, it was evident from the papers laid before le 


Houſe of Commons, that the combined force of the Houſe of Bourbon and Holland, would 
have nearly doubled our force in our own ſeas. It was, therefore, a matter of real wiſdom 
and true patriotiſm, to avoid the hazard which the continuance of war rendered probable, by 
ſeizing the preſent moment of making what, conſidering all circumſtances, might be eſteemed 


. an honourable peace, 


On the other fide it was contended, that the condition. of the Britiſh navy was in every 
reſpect more flouriſhing and formidable than it had been at any preceding period of the war q 
that after two years of preparation the Dutch marine ſtill continued very inconſiderable, and 
the augmentation of the French and Spaniſh fleets had always been over-rated. It was like- 


wiſe affirmed, that Admiral Pigot would. have poſſeſſed a force in the Weſt Indies fully ade- 


quate to every purpoſe of attack or defence, For the Channel ſervice it was ſaid, that there 
remained 34 fail of the line, —which, though inferior to the fleet of the enemy, would be ſuf 
ficient for the ſecurity of our trade, and equal to all the purpoſes of home defence. 

It was alſo argued, that it was more than probable, that in the Eaſt Indies the Britiſh Ad- 
miral would this year have been compleat maſter of the fea. The apprehenſions ſo ſtrongly 
expreſſed of Hyder Ally, were repreſented as being without any reaſonable foundation,—whilz 
his French allies were deſcribed as inferior, in every reſpect, to the European troops and 
diſciplined natives in the Britiſh ſervice. That, on a calm review of our fituation in India, 
whatever calamities had befallen us from the unhappy diſcord among thoſe who had the ſuper- 
intendance of our affairs there, it appeared-to promiſe the fpeedy reſtoration of former 
proſperity. 8 | . 

The particular articles of the peace became the ſucceeding objects of conſideration, It was 
inſiſted by the miniſtry, that the alterations which were now, according to the articles with 
France, to take place concerning the fiſheries of Newfoundland, were favourable to Great 
Britain. The French King renounces the right of fiſhing from Cape Bonaviſta to Cape St. 
John, and obtains an extenſion of that privilege on the weſtern ſide of the iſland of New- 
foundland. By this ſtipulation the French are confined to a certain ſpot, and an end is put 
to the diſputes which had heretofore been a continual matter of uneaſineſs between the two 
nations : the eaſtern and ſouth eaſtern coaſt is left to the free and full enjoyment of the Engliſh; 
and there the fiſh are not only the largeſt, but in the greateſt abundance : the curing of them 
alſo is much more convenient there than in the Streights of Belleiſle, where the fogs are more 
prevalent : by the teſtimony of every officer who has ſerved at Newfoundland, one league of 
coaſt between Cape Bonaviſta and St. John, is worth ten on the weſtern fide ; and thus, while 
the ſtipulation is for our advantage, an encouragement is given to our national ſpirit and in- 


duſtry. It was ſtated, that the ſurrender of St. Pierre and Miquelon were conceſſions of no 
2 importance, 
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importance. The hatbour of St. Pierre is ſmull, and cannot receive men of war'; the road is 

_— as ſhips of force, but the bottom is rocky and dangerous. Miquelon has a 
nab north end of the iſland, but it is a ſtation of no advantage: veſſels are there open 
to the eaſterly winds, and expoſed to the attacks of an enemy. It is of no ſervice whatever to 
fortify theſe iſlands ; and the aſſertion that, if fortified, they would command the entrance into 
the gulf of St. Laurence, is without the leaſt foundation: it might as well be ſaid that Breſt 
commands the entrance into the harbour of Plymouth. Theſe iſlands could be of no ſervice 
to us, and would by no means enable the French, in time of war, to moleſt our fiſheries ; as, 
on a ſurvey, it appeared, that no fortification could be erected on them ſufficiently ſtrong to 
reſiſt the fire of any ſhip of force. 

It was argued, that nothing could be more inconſiſtent with juſt notions of our national in- 
tereſts, than to object to the ſtipulations which had been made with regard to the Weſt Indies. 
The iſlands of St. Chriſtopher, Nevis, Montſerrat, St. Vincent, Dominica, and Grenada, 
were now reſtored to Great Britain by the peace, in exchange for St Lucia and Tobago; 
which, in fact, ſhould be confidered rather as ceſſions than reſtored captures. The former 
iſland, though it commanded a view of Martinico, was, by no means, equal in advantage to 
Dominica; which, in time of war, poſſeſſed the power of effectually interrupting the commu- 
nication between Martinico and Guadaloupe, the two principal French iſlands in thoſe ſeas.— 
The importance of Tobago to our cotton manufacturers, had been much exaggerated ; for 
they had flouriſhed before the acquiſition of that iſland : and though its cotton was of a good 
quality, that commodity might be procured from other parts of the world. —Befides, it is by 

no means a healthy ſpot, nor are its exports or imports of any conſiderable value. 

By the ceſſions in Africa, France regained poſſeſſion of the river Senegal and its appendages, 
together with the iſland of Goree, But neither the one or the other were poſſeſſions of con- 
ſequence or value: their commerce was inconſiderable; and, from their unhealthy climate, 
became the grave of numbers of our fellow ſubjects, who were annually fent there to watch an 
article of trade which we in vain endeavoured to monopolize. On the other hand, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the river Gambia, which was guaranteed to Great Britain by the King of France, 
afforded the proſpect of very conſiderable advantage, as it was navigable for ſeveral hundred: 
miles, and in the neighbourhood of the Gold Coaſt. | As much of the ** trade would now 
remain to the Engliſh as they ever had, or could ever want. 

In juſtification of the ſtipulations which relate to the Eaſt Indies, it was contended, that 
though they were beneficial to the French, they were by no means injurious to Great Britain. 
The only advantages they had gained, beſides the reſtoration of what had been taken from 
them, were ſome diſtricts, to render Pondicherry and Karical places of more convenience than. 
heretofore, and the permiſſion to drain the marſhes round Chandernagore, by encircling it 
with a ditch, to carry off the ſtagnant waters. But even allowing the French to be the gainers 
by the peace in the Eaſt Indies, the diſtracted ſtate of the Britiſh-dominions in that quarter of 
the globe, made ſome condecenſion, on our part, abſolutely neceſſary, From the laſt accounts 
which were received previous to the peace, it appeared, that the poſſeſſions of the Eaft India. 
Company were expoſed to the greateſt hazard, and their finances, both at home and abroad, 
were in ſuch a ſtate, as, in all A e to make peace the only means of recovering our 
proſperity in Aſia. 

With reſpect to that article of the treaty by which all regulations relative to Dunkirk, which 
had been inſerted in any former treaty of peace, were abrogated, it was eontended, that the 


conſtraints 
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1783 conſtraints with regard to this harbour were of no advantage to us, and were: diſgraceful to 
France; to remove them, therefore, was to deſtroy an unhappy cauſe of hatred and . 
tent, which had long ſubſiſted between the two kingdoms: that the great conſequence of Dun 
Kirk, as a port, had always been a very groſs miſtake, as it is near a ſhoaly part of the Chan. 
nel, cannot receive ſhips of a large ſize, and never can be a rendezvous for ſquadrons of ſhips 
of war. Nor ſhould it be forgotten, that while this port can produce no material miſchief C 
us in time of war, it may operate greatly to our advantage in time of peace, as it is extremel 
vell ſituated to carry on the Engliſh and Iriſh trade with the Low Countries; a branch or 
commerce which is known to be of very great importance. YAH T1 a9 
To this review of the treaty with France, ſucceeded a recapitulation of that with Spain.— 
To this monarchy, it was ſaid, that reſtitutions were made of poſſeſſions originally its own, 
and which were far from being of any real importance to this country. Minorca was always 
kept at an enormous expence in peace, and, from a variety of circumſtances, could never be 
tenable in time of war. With regard to the ceſſion of Eaſt Florida, and the permiſſion al- 
lowed to Spain to retain Weſt Florida, thoſe articles were certainly to be defended on ſub- 
ſtantial grounds :— The right of conqueſt had given Weſt Florida to the Spaniſh monarchy, 
and the ſurrender of Eaſt Florida was the unavoidable conſequence. of an unfortunate and 
mi ſconducted war: yet for theſe conceſſions an actual compenſation had been made by the 
reſtoration of the Bahama iſlands, It ſhould likewiſe be conſidered, that the expence of main- 
taining Eaſt and Weſt Florida had been exceſſive: for three years, the charges for Eaſt Florida 
amounted to 368,000l. ; and the expences of Weſt Florida, for the ſame period, aroſe to a 
much larger ſum. It was, at the ſame time, proper to remember, that the imports and ex- 
ports of theſe provinces bore no proportion to the burthen of their maintenance; their dere- 
liction, therefore, did not afford ſo great advantage to Spain as might be generally ſuppoſed :;— 
| Beſides, if they had continued in our poſſeſſion, it is more than probable that they might haye 
| become a ſource of future conteſts between the Engliſh and the Americans. 
5 On a candid examination of the conceſſions which were made to the Houſe of Bourbon, 
ug they were certainly much greater in appearance than in reality, as they can ſcarcely be aid to 
T. afford it more real advantages than were in its poſſeſſion before the war: its commerce would 
| ceive no other increaſe than what might proceed from an intercourſe with the United States 
of America; and there could be no doubt but the latter would find it their intereſt to give a 
commercial preference to Great Britain. If France and Spain, in the powerful efforts they 
had made to ſeparate the North American colonies from Great Britain, were prompted by the 
expectation of monopolizing their trade, they would certainly find themſelves extremely miſ- 
taken : they would ſhare no more of it than was perfectly conſiſtent with the intereſts of the 
Americans; who would, like all other trading nations, be governed by the mere proſpect of 
gain, diveſted of all other confiderations, ; e 
The treaty with the United States of America, as far as it related to their independence, had, 
. in a great meaſure, been previouſly formed by Parliament. The only points that remained for 
diſcuſſion, were the arrangement of the boundaries, the ſettlement of the fiſheries, and the 
terms ſtipulated for the Loyaliſts. Theſe were defended in the following manner :— 
By the line of boundary, all the back ſettlements, and the whole country between the Alle- 
gany mountains and the Miſſiſſippi, were ceded to the United States: to have retained the 
large tract behind them, for the purpoſe of ſettling it with perſons of different political prin- 


ciples, would have been little better than laying the foundation of new war and freſh diſtur- 
| | bances. 
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65 bances. The free navigation of the Miſſiſſippi was, however, reſerved. The profits to be 
derived from the poſſeſſion of theſe northern diſtrits, had been greatly over- rated. Even 
Canada did not yield to the mother country a balance in trade in any wiſe equivalent to its 
coſt: the expences incurred on account of that province, had, on the average of ſeveral years, 
amounted to the annual ſum of 800,0000]1. On the other hand, the exports from Great Bri- 
tain to Canada were only 140,000l. and the imports no more than 50,0001. It could not, 


therefore be contended, that 50,0001. a year was a ſufficient object with a great trading nation 


to induce the continuation of a war, of which its repreſentatives in Parliament had declared 
the moſt poſitive abhorrence. But, in fact, the trade to Canada was not given up; it was 
only divided; and in ſuch a manner, as to prove beneficial to Great Britain, Monopolies are 
at all times odious; and whatever can conduce to rivalſhip, advances the ſpirit of traffic. It 
was alſo to be obſerved, that the beſt reſources of trade in Canada lie to the northward : for 
though beavers are to be found in all thoſe countries of North America which are fituated be- 
tween the goth and both degrees of latitude, yet their furs are much thicker, and the animals 
themſelves more numerous, in the northern than in the ſouthern climates. 

The ceſſion of Ponobſcot had been ſtated as a loſs to Great Britain, as depriving. it of a 
territory that had furniſhed maſts for the navy in great abundance : but that objection could 
not be made with any degree of truth; as that country was ſo exhauſted of timber, that there 
was not a tree growing in it fit for a maſt of any conſiderable ſize: nor, indeed, was Great 
Britain in want of plentiful reſources to ſapply berſelf with that article. | 

The neceſſity which it was univerſally acknowledged there was for obtaining a permanent 
peace, by ſuppreſſing any ground of jealouſy and contention, juſtified the Canada boundaries ; 
and they were not leſs ſtrongly ſupported by that liberal principle which had begun to extend 
itſelf over Europe, and which was eager to break the oppreſſive chains of monopoly. It was 
an acknowledged commercial maxim that monopolies were, generally conſidered, injurious ; 
and if there is a nation which ought to reje them, it is England. Situated as we are, there 
is nothing we ought to covet ſo much as a free trade: our real intereſt and proſperity conſiſted 
in it; and no happier policy could be adopted than to extend by negociation, a liberal and en- 
larged plan of commerce. We had acted upon theſe principles with reſpect to. Ireland, and 
it would be equally beneficial to exerciſe a fimilar liberality in our tranſactions with America: 
the caſes were ſimilar; and while the one was commended, it was folly to rail againſt the other: 

but, in fact, the apparent generoſity which had been ſhown to the United States, was œco- 
nomy to ourſelves, | Wo 1 | 

It was made an objection to the negociation with the Americans, that they were allowed to- 
fiſh on the banks of Newfoundland, and in all the bays and creeks, as well as on the coaſts of 
his Britannic Majeſty's dominions in America, But it had been very properly urged by the 
American commiſſioners, that the refuſal to them of this right of fiſhing, would be a mani- 
feſtation of hoſtile intentions, and tend to preclude every hope of reconciliation. Beſides, the 
fiſhery lay in their part of the ocean, and it was, in reality, impoſſible to exclude them from 
it by any kind of reſtrictions: and even if it had been poſhble to make them renounce this 
claim, the perpetual violation of ſuch a compact, would have proved an endleſs ſource of ani- 
moſity and contention. But further, it ſhould be conſidered, that there are two ſeaſons for 
the fiſhery of Newfoundland ; the firſt commences in February, and the laſt im May or June. 
The firſt ſeaſon is not ſo important; but, ſuch as it is, it muſt belong excluſively to the Ame- 
ricans: for no ſhips from England or France can take their ſtations there at ſuch an early 
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1783 period of the year. It is a privilege which the Americans poſſeſs from 'the vicinity of FIR 
cCoaſt: it is an advantage which nature has given them; and to attempt to overthrow 


advantages were all on our fide, from the poſſeſſion of Newfoundland, where no 
ſelves were entitled to the privilege of drying and curing fiſh. It was in conſeq 
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not only be unjuſt, but impracticable. With reſpect to the fecond, or principal "oe * 
ne but our- 
. " * * | f hi 
advantage, that we did not ſtand in need of the hberty of carrying on any fiſhery on ie . 
of the countries belonging to the American ſtates. Bente 

No common degree of diſcontent had been expreſſed againſt that article of the treaty by 


which the Congreſs was to recommend the cafe of the Loyaliſts to the conſideration of the 


different ſtates which compoſed the American confederacy. But, on this point, only one al- 


ternative preſented itſelf ; either to accept from Congreſs their recommendation to the pro- 


vincial ſtates in favour of thoſe unfortunate people, or to continue the war. The American 
zommiſſioners had no inſtructions to proceed further than they did, nor could they poſlibly 
receive any; as it was not in the power of Congreſs itſelf to do more than ſtrongly to recom- 
mend the Loyaliſts to pity and favour. In all its meafures, fince its firſt conſtitution, for 
providing either money or men, Congreſs had never gone further than to offer their recom- 
mendation to the provincial aſſemblies, and it has always been received with reſpe& and defe- 
rence. But if, after all, the loyaliſts ſhould not be received and cheriſhed in the boſom of their 
own country, it could not be ſuppoſed that England was ſo loſt to gratitude and 'honour, as 
not to afford them an aſylum ; and it would be ſurely a much wiſer meaſure to conſole them, 
in the moſt ample manner, for their loſſes, than to heap diſtreſs upon the nation by continu- 
ing the calamities of war. Without ſpilling another drop of blood, and with one-fifth part of 
the expence of a campaign, eaſe and happineſs might be given to the Loyaliſts, in as full a 


manner as they had been ever enjoyed by them. Nor ſhould it be paſſed by without obſerva- 


tion, that no expedient was left untried to obtain the moſt complete re-eſtabliſhment of the 
Loyaliſts in their original ſituation. —This point was urged in preference to all the reſt : nay, 
ſo forcibly, and in ſuch a peremptory manner was it inſiſted upon by the Britiſh commiſſioners, 
that the very negociation itſelf was ſuſpended, and very near being broken off, on the Ameri- 
can commiſhoners declaring the ſtate of their powers, which has been already deſcribed, — 
Beſides, it muſt ſurely be allowed, that policy dictated, with regard to America, that we ſhould 
not be governed by ſlight and temporary conſiderations, but by the view of obtaining real and 
laſting advantages. It was our intereſt to guard againſt the poſſibility of future reſentments, 
and to lay the foundation of an affection and unity, which would terminate in an enlarged 
ſcheme of commercial intercourſe, and in a communication of mutual proſperity which might 
endure for ages. | tac 

Such was the manner in which the miniſtry defended their work of peace: and we now 
proceed to ſtate, with all poſſible brevity, the principles on which it was diſapproved. 

That part of the coaſt of Newfoundland where the French were to enjoy an exclufive fiſhery, 
could not, in reaſon, be deemed leſs productive than that we retained, It had been ſpecifically 


| demanded as a proportionable ſhare by the French miniſtry ; and there is no reaſon to imagine 


that they would, knowingly, have contented themſelves with the worſt. 8 
The iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were fuſceptible of more improvement in the article 
of fortification, and would prove of more utility in time of war than had been repreſented.— 


Their ſituation alone commanded the Gulf of St. Laurence, and when properly . 
| | 1 5 3" 
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1183 might greatly moleſt our On on the banks of Newfoundland, and interrupt our e | 
to Canada. | 

The ceſſion of Tobago and St. Lucia was a very pernicious meaſute.— In a commercial 
Jight, the firſt of theſe iſlands was of very great importance, as its cotton was the beſt in the 
Weſt Indies. The ſecond was a ſtation whoſe utility in war was never doubted : it was a con- 
fant check upon the operations of the enemy in thoſe parts; it had enabled us to keep a 
continual eye on the motions of their fleets ; and had, in fat, been the cauſe of the glorious 
victory on the 12th of April, which had given ſo favourable a turn to the fituation of our 
affairs. : 

Nothing could be more miſchievous or improvident than the yielding up Senegal and Goree. 
The miniſtry might have learned from the laſt peace, that France was clearly of opinion that 
the gum trade could not exiſt without the poſſeſſion of one of theſe places. It was upon this 
principle, ſuggeſted by France, and admitted by us, that they were then divided, and that 
England and France were ſecured reſpectively in a participation of the trade: but now, that 
they are united, the trade is excluſively in the power of France. It had been urged, that the 
trade was an object of trifling Importance ; but without it, two great branches of our manu- 
facture, that of printed linens, and that of ſilks and gauzes, would be deſtroyed, The want of 
it muſt be very much felt indeed by us in caſe of another war; and, during * the price 
of the commodity would be adjuſted by France. 

With reſpect to the abrogation of all the former articles relative to Dunkirk, it was allowed 
that much difference of opinion exiſted with reſpect to the importance of this harbour; but 
its deficiencies, in other reſpects, were abundantly made up by the peculiar advantages of its 
ſituation. The baſon, when opened and repaired, would be capable of containing twenty or 
thirty ſhips of conſiderable fize and burthen ; which, iſſuing out at all ſeaſons, would annoy 
our trade 1n its very. centre, and counterbalance, in ſome meaſure, the advantages of our local 
ſituation for commerce. 

To theſe conceſſions ought to be added the reſtoration of their ſettlements, and other im- 
portant advantages ſecured to the French in the Eaſt Indies. Pondicherry was not only given 
back, but to render it the more acceptable, a large territory was made to accompany it. A free, 
independent, and, which is more alarming, an undefined trade in this quarter of the world was 
preſented to France; and, in effect, the had obtained the liberty of ſurrounding Chanderna- 
gore with a fortification: for what interpretation but this can be aſſigned to the article confer- 
ring the privilege of ſurrounding that place with a ditch ?—During the laſt peace, the French 
had made what they called a ditch in this ſtation; but when General Campbell inſpected it, 
he without heſitation pronounced it to be a fortification, and it was accordingly deſtroyed by 
the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company. The permiſſion therefore to reſtore this ditch, 
would, at beſt, endanger contention and diſturbance, but would likewiſe, in all probability, 
end in improving Chandernagore into a place of arms, and a formidable poſt in the centre of 
our government. 

In this manner, it was ſaid, had France, though unſucceſsful in the Eaſt, and defeated in 
the Weſt Indies; when deprived of her fiſhery in the North American ſeas, and cut off from 
the moſt lucrative branch of the African trade; when her marine began viſibly to decline, and 
ours to recover its aſcendancy; in this inferiority of circumſtances, her negociators had been 


able to frame a treaty as advantageous as if the entite ſuperiority was on her ſide. 
Vor. IV. 30 The 
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1783 he treaty with Spain underwent the following ſtrictures: . 
By the ceſſion of Minorca we had loſt an iſland of the utmoſt importance to the 15 abr 
dur Mediterranean trade in time of war.— There our men of war, privateers, and = of 
men found an harbour to refit, when the occaſion required it, and a certain refuge ar 
enemy. 5 | | the 
Whatever reaſons might be offered for the ceſſion of Weft Florida, the nander of Fat 
Florida could not, by the aid of any ſophiſtry, find a plaufible juſtification, The - 
province, whether in point of fituation or of commercial produce, had either been little 2479 0 
ſtood, or deſignedly under- rated. It poſſeſſed one of the fineſt harbours in the world, called 
the Bay of Tampa, or Eſpiritu Santo, fituated in an healthy climate, and where lips were | 
ſafe from the annoyance of worms. Befides, the coaſt of Eaſt Florida was covered with . 
iflands, from whence privateers might run to ſea, and attack our Jamaica trade as it paſſed the 
Gulf: and this inconvenience was the more to be feared in future, from the loſs of Georgia, 
whoſe harbours formerly ferved both to protect our trade and to ſhelter it from tempeſts. It 
poſſeſſed alſo ſome internal reſources, and was capable of great improvement. The people 
ſettled in it were firmly attached to the Britifh government: but its chief recommendation 
was the convenience of its fituation as an aſylum for the perſecuted Loyaliſts, which would 
have been far preferable to the comfortleſs climate of Nova Scotia. 
The terms granted to America partook of the reprehenfive obſervations which had fallen 
upon the other branches of the peace, It was confidered as an unneceſſary facrifice of the in- 
toreſts of Great Britain, that the limits aſſigned to the dependencies of that country and the 
United States, left the latter in poſſeſſion of a multiplicity of ſtrong places, conſtructed and 
fortified at a vaſt expence to England, and the ceſſion of which was not juſtified. by any valid 
reafon whatever. By this ceſſion, a confiderable part, if not the whole of the fur trade, was 
for ever transferred to the United States, and all attempts to defend it upon the principle of a 
free trade were abſurd and frivolous. The arguments drawn from the amount of exports and 
imports,, would make rather for the entire ceſſion of Canada; and, without the interior trade 
of that country, it was a mockery to keep the two forts of Montreal and Quebec, to be ſup- 
ported by this kingdom at a very great expence, and to become a ſubje& of future difagree- 
ment. But the balance had not been fairly ſtated ; for the charge was, in a great degree, to be 
placed to the account of the war ; and the profits would have been very great in peace, had we 
not given away the moſt valuable part of the province. We held Charleſtown, in South Ca- 
rolina, which gave us, in a great meaſure, the command of that province. We were maſters 
of New York and the neighbouring iſles, eſpecially the large and important one of Long 
Iſland. Theſe being the head-quarters of the Britiſh armies; and lying in the centre of North 
America, kept the whole continent in awe. The Indian countries and nations contiguous to 
mme back ſettlements were in our intereſt; and, in the colonies themſelves, we had numbers of 
zealous friends and adherents : even among thoſe who profeſſed themſelves our enemies, mul- 
titudes were very defirous of terminating the war, at all events, and did not hefitate to expreſs 
their ſentiments in the moſt unreſerved manner. The Canadian merchants had, at an enor- 
mous expence, erected forts and ſtorehouſes on the banks of the lakes, from a conviction of 
the great profits which were to be derived from the commerce they had eſtabliſhed in the inte- 
rior parts of the country; but theſe would now prove of little uſe, from the ſuperior ſhare 


which the Americans could not fail to derive of all the benefits produced in future by a _ 
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1 bee with the Indians, in e e of the ü prodigion extent of wrritory 05 5 
extravagantly ceded: by the treat. F 
The article concerning the Loyalift was: . with great ſeverity. The reſtitution of 
their property, coniſcated during the war for their fidelity to our cauſe, had been refuſed by 
the American commiſſioners, vn pretence that neither they, nor Congreſs itſelf, could comply 
with it, any further than by recommendation to the different ſtates: if ſuch were the powers 
of Congreſs, or of thoſe whom it commiſſioned to treat on its behalf, they were totally inade- 
quate to the proper purpoſes of n and tended _ to delude thoſe with whom they pre- 
tended to negociate. 

The demand was in itſelf ſo juſt, and founded on fo many hiſtorical SIR that Con- 

greſs could not poſſibly plead a want of foreſight that it would be made. It had been uſual, 
in all ages, on the ceſſation of a civil war, to grant a general amneſty. No other motives but 
thoſe of the baſeſt and moſt barbarous revenge, could induce men to expreſs any averſion to 
ſuch an humane and neceflary meafure : next to the cruelty. of ſuch a refuſal, was the mean- 
neſs of thoſe who ſubmitted to it, Circumſtances empowered this nation to have ated with 
ſuch firmneſs; asto:compel the Americans to relax their obſtinacy in this particular. Until 
they had conſented to a generous treatment of the Loyaliſts, we ought to have with-held the 
reſtitution of the many ſtrong places ſtill remaining in our hands, and made the ſurrender of 
them the price of their acquieſtence in our demands in favour of the e and — people 
who had ſuffered ſo much on our account. 
Such were the leading arguments employed in favour of, and againſt the peace. The de- 
bates on that ſubject in the Houſe of Commons laſted throughout the night; and, at eight in 
the morning, the minifterial addreſs was rejected by a majority of 16; 208 voting for, and 
224 againſt it. In the Houſe of Lords, the miniſtry was more fortunate, as the addreſs moved 
by them there, was carried in their favour, by 72 votes again 59.—Four days after this debate, 
the oppoſition, encouraged by their ſucceſs, moved, in conſequence of it, That the conceſ- 
tions made to the enemies of Great Britain were greater than they were entitled to, on a com- 
perative view of their ſituation and that of this country.“ This motion revived the preceding 
_ altercation ; but oppoſition again remained Werde by a majority of ſeventeen: 190 voting 
for miniſtry, and 207 againſt it. 

In this manner ended the parliamentary debates occaſioned by the: peace. In the mean time, 
a negociation had been opened with the States-General at the Hague. At the cloſe of the laſt 
year, after the proviſional treaty with America had been concluded, and while thoſe with 
France and Spain were in great forwardneſs, the Dutch miniſters at Paris propoſed a negocia- 
tion with the Britiſh miniſter at that court, on the terms offered to them in the month of 
April preceding ; but they met with a refuſal, in their turn, and were given to underſtand, 
that having put a negative on the endeavours of Great Britain to effect a particular reconcilia- 
ation with Holland, that country had no right to expect any more * to be placed on the 
ſame footing as other powers. 

Preliminary articles of peace being, however, agreed upon Wespen Great Britain on the one 
part, and by France and Spain on the other, in the January following, a ſuſpenſion of arms 
took place at the ſame time with reſpect to Holland, by which the Dutch were included in the 
general pacification, But notwithſtanding the definitive arrangements among the other belli- 
gerent powers, in conſequence of the reſtoration of peace, were finally concluded in September, 
it was not till then that the States- General came to a preliminary ſettlement with Great Britain. 
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improvident of all concerns but thoſe of the preſent hour, they liſtened: to the elamours of an 
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| The conſequences which had been predicted to the Dutch; 


on their taking — „. 
Engliſh, were ſtrictly verified. Impelled by the narrow max 8 part againſt the 


ims of a commercial jealouſy, and 


+ intereſted faction, and were deluded by the proſpect of advantages which they have not ob. 


tained. An honourable adherence to the intereſt of Great Britain, which the experience 
8 ; of 
two centuries had ſo forcibly proved to be their own, would have operated as an effeQual check 
upon that power it chiefly behoves them to keep within due bounds. | Little more than a re- 
ſpectahle ſyſtem of neutrality, or, at moſt, an explicit determination to preſerve inviolate their 
friendſhip and engagements with this country,would have been ſufficient, in conjunction with 
the acting ſtrength of Great Britain, to deter its enemies from forming that combination which 
coſt it ſuch a profuſion of blood and treaſure to reſiſt. 5 Fae So ds 
A conduct framed upon ſuch principles, would have ſupported that character of confiftency 
and foreſight for which they had been ſo long renowned; it would have ſecured that indepen. 
dent ſituation which they had hitherto fo happily maintained; and it would have prevented 
the degradation of being forced to ſeek the protection of a power whoſe ambition was prover- 
bial in the political world, and the effects of which no people had more woefully experienced 
than themſelves, at different periods of their government. y er 2 | 
After Holland, Spain was the greateſt ſufferer among thoſe who had formed the confederacy 
againſt Great Britain.— The recovery of Minorca and the Floridas, was but a poot compenſa- 
tion for the prodigious expence and loſs of men incurred at the ſiege of Gibraltar, and in the 
various naval expeditions and extraordinary exertions that monarchy was obliged to make, in 
conſequence of its engagements with France. 1 1 
All Europe, without excepting its own ſubjects, were well convinced of the folly-of Spain 
in contributing to the independence of the Britiſh colonies. It will, without doubt, one day 
feel the miſchiefs ariſing from a proximity to a people who inherit, in a very great degree, the 
courage and enterprizing diſpoſition of the nation from which they ſprung, and who have 
already given very ſufficient proofs that they will omit no opportunity of extending their limits, 
and carrying their commerce as far as their power and circumſtances will enable them. 
Even France itſelf, though it may be ſaid to have lopped off a limb from the coloſſal power 
of the Britiſh empire, has bought the darling object at too great a price. The reſources of 
that kingdom were fo exhauſted, and its finances ſo completely reduced, that in the month of 
October in this year, the bank of Paris, which was ſupported by the whole ſtrength of govern- 


ment, ſtopped payment. Nor was this all,—for it ſoon appeared, in a variety of inſtances, 


how very ſhort indeed of their expectations thoſe benefits would prove, which they were ſo 


ſanguine in promiſing to themſelves, on the emancipation of the Britiſh North American colo- 
nies from their dependence on the parent ſtate, ebe | 

Nor does the change in their political ſyſtem appear to be fraught with any real advantage 
to the United States. —W hatever may be their future deſtiny, it is very evident that a long 
period will paſs away before they can arrive at a permanent and fatisfattory ſettlement of their 
internal affairs, or acquire a political ſtability and national eminence. | Their commerce, from 


| which they had formed ſuch extenſive and flattering proſpects, will long feel the want of the 


ſuſtaining hand of Great Britain, and convince ſuch as are not already convinced, that their 
ſeparation from this country is by no means that great political good: of wh'ch they had been 


taught to boaſt with ſo much confidence. | 5 25 
| Great 
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Great Britain, on the WP hand, though deprived of, thoſe colonies which. ſhe had planted | 
and reared wih ſo much care, and protected with ſo much glory, ſtill remained an object of 
terror and admiration to all her enemies. With a ſpirit ſuperior to all difficulties, and with 
reſources, though greatly tried, yet ” no means exhauſted, ſhe {till held up her head among 
the nations of the world. | 

The events of the laſt campaign v were objects of ie Se en with her enemies.— 
The ſucceſſes obtained by Great Britain, and the yalour with which they were accompliſhed, 
had fixed the attention of all Europe. France and Spain began to refle& with a growing ap- 
prehenfion on the precarious nature of thoſe benefits which they had expected would naturally 
have reſulted from their combination ; they therefore came to the reſolution of deſiſting from 
the vaſt pretenſions they had fotmed, and of contenting themſelves with having obtained inde- 
pendence to the coloniſts of North America, leaving to the Americans themſelves, the grate- 
ful taſk of rendering, if it were poſſible, their diſmemberment from the Britiſh empite bene- 
ficial to their allies, and detrimental to Great Britain. 

With whatever ſeverity the terms of this peace might have been treated at the time of its 
concluſion, there was more; than one period of the war, when it was univerſally believed, that 
peace would never have been purchaſed without making far greater ſacrifices on the part of this 
country. Without entering into an examination of the arguments employed by contending 
parties on the occaſion; we, who now feel the effects of that peace, and are witneſſes to the 
growing proſperity of the empire, ſhall, without heſitation pronounce, that the ſtateſmen who 
formed this peace, deſerve to be ranked among the firſt friends of their country. 

In this manner terminated a war, the moſt important that has been known fince the diſco- 
very of the new world. Both hemiſpheres were deeply concerned in the iſſue of it. At its | 
very commencement, it was evidently perceived in Europe, that if Great Britain ſhould be 
finally deprived of the ſovereignty over her revolted colonies, a new ſyſtem of politics would 
diffuſe itſelf in proceſs of time, over every part of the globe. 

In this great revolution, the European States, poſſeſſed of dominions in America, beheld 
an immenſe portion of the earth, hitherto ſubje& to their obedience and ſubſervient to their 
deſigns, animated by the ſucceſsful example of a numerous proportion of its inhabitants to 
throw off this yoke and claim independence. An event of this kind, by confining them to 
the limits of their own country, would of courſe produce a very great change of their politics 
and intereſts, and oblige them to adopt new maxims of conduct both in their domeſtic and 
foreign concerns 

Thoſe powers, on the other hand, who had no territories in America, would Rill greatly 
participate in the effects of this change, from the connections ſtill ſubſiſting, and the new 
correſpondence of it, between the European nations, in every branch of political and com- 
mercial intercourſe, ; 

Great Britain, though, in appearance, greatly injured by ho immenſe loſs of territory, 
would, nevertheleſs, from the excellence of her conſtitution and the wiſdom of her govern— 
ment; but, above all, from the genius of induſtry and perſevering ſpirit of her people, retain, 
in all probability, the advantages and importance which had ſo long refulted from them, and 
ſtill maintain her ſuperior rank among the powers of Europe. 

Among thoſe truths which it moſt concerns mankind to know, the Britiſh nation had emi- 
nently proved, that the ſplendor and felicity of a ſtate by no means depend on the extent of its 


territorial poſſeſſions, ſo much as on the improvement of thoſe opportunities which are derived 
from 
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1783 from nature and ſituation. Theſe were benefits of which no viciffiredes'of fortune 1 5 
pPfrive this country: and it was in the regular experience of the paſt efficacy, wing * 
its future profperity locked for a certain foundation. e 2 of 
This truth had at no time been f6 powerfully elucidated; as during this terrible ITY , 
Diſpoſſeſſed of thoſe colonies on which it had been conſtantly affirmed that her greatneſs prin ſi 
cipally depended, —oppofed by them with a forte equal in ſtiength and fpirit to that of h 
moſt formidable enemies, —aſſailed by theſe in every quarter, attacked by her antient alli 1 
and abandoned by all the world; in this tremendous ftustzen, evt off from a variety of bh 
former commercial refources, and relying wholly on herſelf, the fill found means to reſiſt hs 
moſt powerful combination chat is recorded in the hiſtory of the world.” She fought her fo 
by fea and land, and with advantage, wherever they were to be found, and on the ſea their 
trade was nearly ruined, while their naval loſſes were infinitely" faperiot to her own ; the 
balance againſt them, at the cloſe o the war, being 28 ſhips of the line and 37 frigates," carry. 
ing, altogether, near 2,000 guns. + IR917F.04 enn DMs avigntdun{cis2 
| Having ſuſtained this dreadful eonffict with ſo much glory, and terminated it with ſo much 
honour, without the leaſt aſſiſtance or interfering friendſhip of any power, àgainſt ſuch 8 
hoſt of enemies, ſhe roſe from amidſt all her dangers and difficulties, | 
a ſpeQacle of renown as the annals of time had never recorded, 
In conſequence, however, of the cenfure paſſed on the peace by the Houſe of Commons 
the Earl of Shelburne quitted his office of Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and the "way 
cellor of the Exchequer declared in Parlfament, that he only held his place till a ſucceſſor 
ſhould be appointed to fill it: and as it was ſome time before a new adminiftration could be 
arranged, a miniſterial interregnum enſued, during which time the kingdom remained without 
a reſponſible government. At length, on the ſecond of April, a new miniſtry was announced 
to the public, of which the following perſons formed the Cabinet Council : the Duke of Port- 
land, Firſt Commiſſioner of the T reaſury,—Lord North and Mr. Charles Fox, Secretaries of 
State, —Lord J. Cavendiſh, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Keppel, Firſt Commiſſion: WM 
of the Admiralty, —Lord Stormont, Preſident of the Council,—Lord Townthend, Maſter MW 
General of the Ordnance,—the Earl of Carliſle, Lord Privy Seal, —Mr. Fitzpatrick, Secre- 
tary at War, &c. | FI . | 
The firſt object of importance that engaged the attention of Parliament, after the change of 
adminiſtration, was the opening a commercial intercourſe with the ſtates of North America. 
By the prohibitory acts which had paſſed during the rebellion, all communication with that 
country, in the way of trade, had been entirely cut off; and though it was the prevailing opi- 
nion in Parliament, that thoſe acts were virtually repealed by the acknowledgment of the 
independence of the United States, yet, in their new character, they became ſubject to other 
reſtrictions which it was neceſſary to relax and modify: a bill for this purpoſe had been 
brought into the Houſe of Commons by the late miniftry ; but, during the great variety of 
diſcuſſions which it underwent, difficulties of ſuch a complicated nature had ariſen, that it 
never got through the committee. | | | 
In the mean time, no regulations whatever having been ſtipulated by the treaty of peace, 
the commercial intereſts of the country were ſuffering very materially; for not only a number 
of veſſels, richly freighted for America, were detained in harbour, but there was great danger 
of having the market pre-occupied by our rivals, In this emergency, the new miniſters 


thought it beſt to drop the old bill for the preſent, and to paſs two ſhort bills, one to _ 
4 


ity offer to the world ſuch 
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7 ll the prohibitory aQs,—the other to remove the neceſſity of requiring manifeſtoes or other 
* gocuments for any ſhips belonging to the United States of America, arriving from thence at 
any port of this kingdom, or upon entering or clearing out from any port within the ſaid 
United States, and to lodge in the King and Council, for a limited time, a power to make 
ſach other regulations as might be expedient. Pra G | | 

On the 16th of July the ſeſſion of Parliament was cloſed : his Majeſty's ſpeech to both 
Houſes on the occaſion, contained nothing particular, but that the exigencies of the public 
ſervice might require their being called together again at an early period. 

It may be neceffary to obſerve, that the ſtate of the affairs of the Eaft India Company, con- 
tinued to be the object of unremitted inveſtigation in the two parliamentary committees ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, but that the unſettled ſtate of government prevented any effectual 

meaſures from being taken in conſequence of their reports. The proceedings of the enſuing. 
ſeſſion will afford ns an opportunity of entering more particularly into thoſe great and impor- 
tant objects. | ; : 

The following treaty between the Mahrattas and. the Eaſt India Company, which was 
finally ratified in the month of February in this year, was a moſt deſirable event, and promiſed: 
the return of ftability to our affairs in the Eaſt. This peace was negociated on principles 
which were equally honourable to the contracting parties; and, in the liberality of its articles, 
there was a favourable prognoftic of its duration. 4 

« Article I. It is ſtipulated and agreed to between the Honourable the Engliſh Eaſt India 
Company and the Peſhwa, through the mediation of Madhoo Row Seindia, that all countries, 
places, cities, and forts, including Baſſeen, &c. which have been taken from the Peſhwa, 
during the war that has ariſen ſince the treaty ſettled by Colonel Upton, and have come into 
the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, ſhall be delivered up to the Peſhwa. The territories, forts, 
cities, &c, to be reſtored, ſhall be delivered within the ſpace of two months from the period 
when this treaty ſhall become complete (as hereafter deſcribed) to ſuch perſons as the Peſhwa, 
or his miniſter Nana Furnaveſe ſhall appoint, 26h | 

« II. It is agreed between the Engliſh Company and the Peſhwa, that Salſette, and three 
other iſlands, viz, Elephanta, Caranja, and Hog, which are mcluded in the treaty of Colonel 
Upton, ſhall continue for ever in the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh. If any other iflands have been 
taken in the courſe of the preſent war, they ſhall be delivered up to the Peſhwa. 

„III. Whereas it was ſtipulated in the fourth article of the treaty of Colonel Upton, 
That the Peſhwa and all the chiefs of the Mahratta ftate, do agree to give the Engliſh Com- 
pany for ever all right and title to the city Baroach, as full and complete as ever they collect 
ed from the Moguls or otherwiſe, without retaining any claim of Chout, or any other claims 
* whatever; fo that the Engliſh Company ſhall poſſeſs it without participation or claim of any 
kind.“ This article is accordingly continued in full force and effect. Lp 

* IV. The Peſhwa having formerly, in the treaty of Colonel Upton, agreed, by way of 
friendſhip, to give up the Engliſh a country of three lacks of rupees near Baroach, the Eng- 
liſh do now, at the requeſt of Madhoo Row Scindia, conſent to relinquiſh their claim to the 
laid country in favour of the Peſhwa. 4 di 

„V. The country which Seeajee and Futty Sing Gwickwar gave to the Engliſh, and 
which is mentioned in the ſeventh article of the treaty with Colonel Upton, being therein 
leſt in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe; the Engliſh, with a view to obviate all future diſputes, now agree, 
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VI. The Engliſh engage, that having allowed Ragonaut Row a period of fo 


bliſhed territory of the Gwickwar, it ſhall be reſtored to the Gwickw 
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that it ſhall be reſtored, and it is hereby ſettled, that, if the faid count 


- ar; and if i 
part of the Peſhwa's terri ories, it {hall be reſtored to the Peſhwa, | in it ſhall be a 


from the time in which this treaty ſhall become complete, to ſix on a place of e are 
not after the expiration of the ſaid period afford him any ſupport, protection, or Spc wag 
nor ſupply him with money for his expences: and the Peſhwa on his part engag ce, 
Ragonaut Row will voluntarily, and of his own accord, repair to Maha Rajah Madhoo Ro 
Scindia, and quietly reſide with him, the {um of 25,000 rupees. per month ſhall be paid 8 
for his maintenance, and no injury whatever ſhall be offered to him by the Peſh m 
his people. TREE Pe | N 

„% VII. The Honourable Engliſh Eaſt. India Company and the Peſhwa, being deſirous 


Wa, or any of 


- 


that their reſpective allies ſhall be included in this peace, it is hereby mutually ſtipulated 


that each party ſhall make peace with the allies of the other in the manner herein-after ſpe- 
cified. 

« VIII. The territory which has long been the eſtabliſhed jagheer of Seeajee Gwickwar 
and Futty Sing Gwickwar, that is to ſay, whatever territory Futty Sing Gwickwar poſſeſſed 
at the commencement of the preſent war, ſhall hereafter for ever remain on the uſual footing 
in his poſſeſſion ; and the ſaid Futty Sing ſhall, from the date of this treaty being complete, 
pay for the future to the Peſhwa the tribute as uſual, previous to the preſent war; and ſhall 
perform ſuch ſervices, and be ſubje& to ſuch obedience as have long been eſtabliſhed, and 
cuſtomary. No claims ſhall be made on the ſaid Futty Sing, by the Peſhwa, for the period 
that is paſt. 

« IX. The Peſhwa engages, that whereas the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn, having concluded a 
treaty with him, hath diſturbed and taken poſſeſſion of territories belonging to the Engliſh and 
their allies, he ſhall be made to relinquith them, and they ſhall be reſtored to the Company, 
and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn. All priſoners that have been taken on either fide dur- 


. ing the war, ſhall be releaſed, and Hyder Ally Cawn ſhall be made to relinquiſh all ſuch ter- 


1i:ories belonging to the Engliſh Company, and their allies, as he may have taken poſſeſſion 
of ſince the ninth of the month Ramazan, in the year 1180, being the date of his treaty with 
the Peſhwa ; and the ſaid territories ſhall be delivered over to the Engliſh, and the Nabob 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, within fix months after this treaty. being complete: and the Engliſh 
in ſuch caſe agreed, that ſo long as Hyder Ally Cawn ſhall afterwards abſtain from hoſtilities 
againſt them and their allies, and fo long as he ſhall continue in friendſhip with the Peſhwa, 
that they will, in no reſpect, act hoſtilely towards him. 992 

« X, The Peſhwa engages on his own behalf, as well as on behalf of the Nabob Nizam 
Ally Cawn, Ragojee Bouſala, Syna Saheb Souba, and the Nabob Hyder Ally Cawn, that 
they ſhall in every reſpect maintain peace towards the Engliſh and theirallies the Nabob Aſoph 
ul Dowlah Behader, and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn Behader, and ſhall in no reſpect 
whatever give them any diſturbance. The Engliſh engage on their own behalf, as well as on 
the behalf of their allies the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, and the Nabob Mahomed Ally Cawn, 
that they ſhall in every reſpe& maintain peace towards the Peſhwa, and his allies the Nabob 
Nizam Ally Cawn, Ragojee Bouſala, and Syna Saheb: and the Engliſh further engage on 


their own behalf, as well as on the behalf of their allies, that they will maintain peace - 
ON towards 
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be a part of the e- 


es, that if | l 
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0 towards the Nabob Hyder Ally Caun, ander the conditions ſpecified i in the ninth article of | 
this treafy,” | 
«Xl The Honourable the Eaſt India Company, and the Peſhwa, mutually ; Ster, that the 
veſſels of each ſhall offer no diſturbance to the navigation of the veſſels of the other: and the 
veſſels of each ſhall be allowed acceſs to the ports of the other, where they ſhall meet with no 
moleſtation,” and the fulleſt protection ſhall be reciprocally afforded. _ 

« XII. The Peſhwa, and the chiefs of the Mahratta ſtate, hereby agree, that the Engliſh 
ſhall enjoy the privilege of trade as formerly, in the Mahratta territories, and ſhall meet with 
no kind of interruption: and in the ſame manner, the Eaſt India Company agree, that the 
ſubjects of the Peſhwa ſhall be allowed the privileges of trade without interruption, in the ter- 
ritories of the Engliſh. © 

„XIII. The Peſhwa hereby engages, that he will not ſuffer iny factories of other as 
pean nations to be eſtabliſhed in his territories, or thoſe of the chiets dependent on him, ex- 
cepting only ſuch as are already eſtabliſned by the Portugueſe; and he will hold no intercourſe- 
of friendſhip with any other European nations: and the Engliſh on their part agree, that they 
will not afford affiſtance to any nation of Decan, or Hindoſtan, at enmity with the Peſhwa. 

« XIV. The Engliſh and the Peſhwa mutually agree, that neither will afford = kind of 
aſſiſtance to the enemies of the other. 

« XV. The Honourable the Governor General and Council of Fort William engage, that 
they will not permit any of the chiefs, dependents, or ſubjects of the Engliſh, the gentlemen 
of Bombay, Surat, or Madras, to act contrary, at any place, to the terms of this treaty, In 
the ſame manner the Peſhwa Madboo Row Pandit Purdhan engages, that none of the chiefs 
or ſubjects of the Mahratta ſtate ſhall act contrary to them. | 

« XVI. The Honourable Eaſt India Company, and the Peſhwa Madhoo Row Pundit 
Purdhan, having the fulleſt confidence in Maha Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia Behader, 
they have both requeſted the- ſaid Maha Rajah to be the mutual guarantee for the perpetual 
and invariable adherence of both parties to the conditions of this treaty ; and the ſaid Madhoo 
Row Scindia, from a regard to the welfare of both ſtates, bath taken upon himſelf the mutual 
guarantee. If either of the parties ſhall deviate from the conditions of this treaty, the ſaid 
Maha Rajah will join the other party, and will to the utmoſt of his power, endeavour to bring 
the aggreſſor to a proper underſtanding. 

XVII. It is hereby agreed, that whatever wrtiddrits; forts or. cities in Guzzerat, were 
granted by Ragonaut Row to the Engliſh, previous to the treaty of Colonel Upton, and have 
come into their poſſeſſion, the reſtitution of which was ſtipulated in the ſeventh article of the 
{aid treaty, ſhall be reſtored agreeable to the terms of the ſaid treaty. 

This treaty, conſiſting of ſeventeen articles, is ſettled at Salbey, in the camp of Maha 
Rajah Subadar Madhoo Row Scindia, on the fourth of the month Jemmad ul Saany, in the 
year 1187 of the Hegira, correſponding with the 17th of May, 1782, of the Chriſtian ra, 
by the ſaid Maha Rajah, and Mr. David Anderſon, A copy hereof ſhall be ſent, by each of 
the above- named perſons, to their reſpe&ive principals at Fort William and Poonah ; and on 
both copies being returned, the one under the ſeal of the Honourable the Eaſt India Company, 
and ſignature of the Honourable Governor General and Council of Fort William, ſhall be 
delivered to Maha Rajah Madhoo Row Scindia Behader, and the other under the ſeal of the 
Peſhwa Madhoo Row Pundit Purdhan, and the fi ignature of 28 Pundit Nana Furnaveſe, 
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ſhall be delivered to Mr. Anderſon ; this treaty ſhall be deemed complete and rave. ©... © 
articles herein contained ſhall become binding on both the contracting E the | 
Written in the Mabratta character, by Ragoo Bhow Dewan, In all ſeventeen articl 
on the 4th of Jemmad ul Akher, or the 5th of Jeyt Adeck, in the Shukul Pa ab * 
D year 1182.” | . : 5 7 | & 73 1 a0 n 
Subſcribed in the Mahratta character, by Mahajee Scindia, on the ſame ng - 
Agreed to what is above written, bs, K N 


- 


Y (Signed) PD. AnpzroN, 
JAMES Ades. witneſſes, | a; 
WILLIAM BLAIN, 


A true tranſlation, J. AnDERs0N, Aſſiſtant to the Embaſf 
_* Subſcribed in the hand writing of Nana Furnaveſe.“ Done by me Ballajee Inardine * 
the 15th of Mohurrum, in the year 1183 (December 20, 1982) under the ſmall fa of 
the Peſhwa, ratified alſo by Scindia, the a 1ſt of Rabbie ul Owal; counterpart ſubſeribed 

by Mr. Anderſon, the 24th of February, 1783. , 

Nothing could be more advantageous, or happen more opportunely for the Engliſh, than 
the concluſion of this treaty with the Mahrattas at ſuch a critical period: for, independent of 
its commercial benefits, particularly that granted by the ninth article, whereby the ſole right 
of eſtabliſhing factories in the Mahratta ſtates is veſted in the Eaſt India Company, the de- 
taching ſo powerful a people from the intereſt of Hyder Ally, and converting a formidable 


8 enemy into an active friend, was a moſt happy, tr oke of policy, eſpecially as our affairs on the 


coaſt of Malabar, a ſhort time ſubſequent to this, took a very unfavourable turn, — the expe- 
dition of General Matthews into the Canaree country having entirely failed, his army being 
wholly cut off, and himſelf taken priſoner. Of this unfortunate tranſaction we ſhall here give 
the following brief ſtatement. ds | 
On the 5th of January, in this year, General Matthews ſtormed the city of Onore, ſituated 
about 300 mules to the ſouth of Bombay, and one of the principal places in the country of 
Canaree. The death of Hyder Ally happening about this time, had excited the greateſt ex- 
pectation in his enemies, of being able to profit by this event. The preſidency of Bombay, 
in conſequence of it, ſent orders to General Matthews to proceed, with all the force he could 
collect, in order to gain poſſeſſion of Bednure, the capital of the Canaree country, by which 
means the treaſures of Hyder Ally, which were reputed to be immenſe, would fall into his 
hands, with all the magazines of war. Colonel Macleod, with, as many troops as could be 
ſpared from our poſſeſſions in Myſore, having joined General Matthews, the open country 
was ſpeedily reduced; Bednure, which now bore the name of Hyder Nagur, being incapable 
of defence, was ſurrendered, with all its treaſures, on certain ſtipulations, to the Britiſh com- 
mander; Mangalore and Carwar, two ſtrong fortreſſes on the coaſt, were alſo taken, and this 
fertile and favourite country was completely ſubdued. | 72 | 
On the ſurrender of Bednure, which took place in the beginning of February, the Britiſh 
commander impriſoned the Indian governor, in direct violation of the articles of capitulation, 
and committed various irregularities which gave great offence to his principal officers, Col. 
Macleod, Colonel Humberſtone and Major Shaw left the army, in the midſt of its progreſs, 
and retired to Bombay. Theſe officers belonged to the King's troops, and were men of ap- 
proved honour and courage. The moſt bitter recriminations took place between them and 
the General after this retreat. One point of diſpute among them was a matter of rank : the 
| | commander 
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officer in the King's ſervice. Another queſtion reſpected the plunder of Tippoo Saib's unfor- 
tunate ſubjects. The diſguſted officers charged Genetal Matthews With making a private agree 
ment with the Viceroy, ſubſequent to the general capitulation, by which that Prince had been 
permitted to claim a conſiderable treaſure that was at firſt deſtined for the plunder of the army. 
The General, in return, declared, that his whole forces were looſe and unfeeling as the moſt 
licentious freebooters, and that their mutinous diſpoſitions and unruly behaviour, had render- 
ed it impoMble for him to take thoſe meaſures which might be neceſſary for the preſervation of 
his conqueſt, 15 | : | | | 
The Prefidency of Bombay took the moſt decided part with Colonel Macleod; and on the 
27th of March they determined to remove General Matthews and appointed Colonel Macleod 
to ſucceed him. In the mean time, they received intelligence from the General of a force 
colle&ing againſt him, and the moſt preſſing applications for a reinforcement. But, whether 
from inability, or the impreſſion they felt from the diſapprobation of his conduct, we cannot 
immediately determine, no reinforcement Was prepared. Colonel Macleod, who left Bombay 
on the 5th of April, took with him only the Ranger cutter to convey him to the fortreſs of 
Onore. 5 37 
The loſs of Mangalore was an object of great concern to Tippoo Saib, who had ſucceeded 
to his father's deſigns as well as to his power: as by the ſurrender of his principal ſea-port, an 
end was put to the project of becoming a maritime power, which Hyder Ally had formed and 
brought into ſomewhat of a ſtate of maturity, —a number of ſtout ſhips, three of which were 
of the line, being already far advanced in their conſtruction. This Prince, therefore, pre- 
pared immediately to march againſt the Britiſh forces in the Bednure country, reſolving to 
evacuate the Carnatic, rather than loſe a province which his father had made the ſeat of- his 
empire and his favourite reſidence. | | 
The army with which Tippoo Saib advanced to the reſcue of his capital, amounted to 
100,000 men. The force which General Matthews had to oppoſe him, amounted only to 
between 2,000 and 3,000, of whom 600 or 700 only were Europeans. It had been expected 
by his officers, that, on being appriſed of the multitudes that were approaching, he would have 
poſted himſelf at the paſſes on the mountains leading down to the ſea coaſt, where, it was 
believed, he might effectually have protected his late conqueſts; but, as it muſt appear, 
under the moſt extreme degree of infatuation, he marched out of Bednure, and gave battle to 
Tippoo Saib in an open plain. The reſult of his temerity was, that, after a ſhort conteſt, his 
little army was routed with great ſlaughter, and he was obliged, with the remains of his ſmall 
force, to take ſhelter in a fortreſs that ſtood upon an eminence near the town,—here they were 
immediately inveſted ; where, after ſuſtaining a ſiege of near three weeks, he at length offered 
to capitulate, The terms obtained of Tippoo Saib were, the ſecurity of private property, and 
that the Britiſh forces ſhould be conducted in ſafety to Bombay. But as theſe conditions de- 
prived the garriſon of the immenſe booty it had acquired by the taking of Bednure, an avarici- 
ous endeayour was made to ejude them: for this purpoſe, the treaſures that had been found in 
the fortreſs was divided entirely among the garriſon, and no part of it was left to the con- 
queror, to whom, according to the capitulation, the whole belonged: but this contrivance 
was ſoon diſcovered, and being interpreted by Tippoo Saib as an infraction of the agreement 
made on the Part of the garriſon, he reſolved, from that moment, to conſider the articles of 
the capitulation to be annulled by it. In conſequence of this reſolution, the General, with 
18 all 
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1783 all his offcers and men, were put under confinement, and ſttipped of all th 
ſuffering the greateſt indignities, they were ſent, loaded with irons, to a fort 8 


neral has been variouſly reported : both he and ſeveral officers are ſaid to have 


before Mangalore, the recovery of which was the next great object of his wiſhes : 
well commanded and well garriſoned ; but the defences were in no degree worthy 
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P the country, 
nfortunate Ge- 
been put to death 


where they endured a long and barbarous impriſonment. The fate of their u 
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with circumſtances of the greateſt cruelty. . ye x 


Immediately after the reduction of Bednure, T:ppoo.geib apticared ; with his vaſt ar 
* 5 | my, 
the place was 


| . n 19 r the defenders: 
ſo that it required all the abilities of Major Campbell, ſeconded by the approved efenders; 


fortifications. While the place was completely inveſted by the Oriental troops, the operation 

of the ſiege were carried on by the French troops that had accompanied them from the Car. 
natic. In ſhort, notwithſtanding a moſt gallant defence was made by Major Campbell, his 
garriſon was at length reduced to very great extremity; but they were fortunately relieved from 
the toils and dangers of their fituation, by the news which arrived in the month of July of 
the general peace, This was a ſevere diſappointment to Tippoo Saib, who had expected in x 


few days to have been maſter of Mangalore, when the French commander acquainted him 


that his orders forbade him to act any longer againſt the Engliſh. The ſiege of Mangalore 


was then converted to a blockade, and though peace was in agitation, Tippoo uſed his utmoſt | 


endeayours to ftarve them into a ſurrender ; but the arrival of General Macleod, with a ſtrong 
force from Bombay, upon the coaſt, obliged him, unwillingly, to conſent to their receiving 


a ſupply. . 
No military event, of any conſideration, afterwards took place on the Malabar coaſt.— 


Carwar, Onore, and ſome other forts, as well as Mangalore, {till continued in the hands of 
the Engliſh, until, by the peace concluded between the Company and Tippoo Saib, in the 


following year, a general reſtitution of the conqueſts on both ſides took place, and the tran- 


_ quillity of India was, for the preſent, fully reſtored. 


During theſe tranſactions on the coaſt of Malabar, various military operations were carrying 
on along the coaſt of Coromandel. From the time that Sir Eyre Coote left the command to 
General Stuart, to the end of the laſt year, this officer was employed in obſerving the motions 
of the enemy, and preventing them from becoming maſters of ſeveral places at which their 
force was directed. | | . | 
In the beginning of the ſeaſon for action, the Governor and Council of Bengal determined 
to ſend an ample ſupply to the Preſidency of Madras, in order to enable them to put a final 
and ſucceſsful termination to the war, which Tippoo Saib ſeemed to poſſeſs an hereditary diſ- 


| poſition to proſecute. Sir Eyre Coote, who had, for the benefit of his health, gone by ſea to 


Bengal, was now entruſted by them with a large ſum of money, with which he embarked for 
Madras: but when he had almoſt reached his deſtination, he found himſelf in danger of being 
taken by two French men of war; they chaced him 48 hours,—during which time the ſolici- 
tude and fatigue he under-went, in continuing almoſt the whole time upon deck, occaſioned 
a relapſe of his former illneſs. The ſhip and treaſure got ſafe into Madras, but to the irre- 
parable loſs of the Eaſt India Company, as well as of his country, the General lived but two 
days after his arrival. | | | 

In the mean time, General Stuart ſeized the opportunity of Tippoo Saib's having quitted 


the Carnatic, to ſend Colonel Fullarton, with a conſiderable force, to invade the province of 


2 i | Coimbatour, 


7 pollefſed. After 


Kate” | valour of the 
424 regiment, and ſupported by ſome brave battalions of ſepoys, to ſupply the defects of th 
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1 Coimbatour, The ſuceeſſeß okchis tiger were great and rapid; bot General Stuart, from tha 
more important operations he had in view, was obliged to recal him in the midſt of them. . 
Though the retreat of Tippoo Saib-wasan event of very great importance, the advantage | 
was hy no means complete while a powerful body of French troops remained. in poſſeſſion of 

Cuddalore, which being in the neighbourhood of Madras, the beſieging it WAS conſidered as 

a neceflary, though very hazardous meaſure, as much attention had been employed i in fortiſying 

it: General Stuart, however, determined to undettake it, and, on the 5th of June, he ap- N 8 

peared before it. That officer made his attacks with great judgment, courage and perſeverance; 
the Karren mee TORT ge i p46 EUs wrees Wie Ganeh blood- 
ſhed and ſlaughter to both armies.. 
While General Stuart preſſed Cuddalore by und, Sir Edward Hughes lay off e 7 
to cut off its communication by ſea. This fleet had ſuffered a great diminution of men from 
the ſcurvy. The violence and contagion of the diſorder had made it neceſſary to ſet numbers 
of them aſhore for the preſervation of their lives. In order, therefore, to give M. de Sufftein 
ſuch a decifive ſuperiority in point of men, as might enable him at once to board the Britiſh 
ſquadron, M. de Buſſy, who commanded at Cuddalore, ſent him 1, 200 of his beſt troops. 
Thus provided, it was expected that the French Admiral would not hefitate to cloſe upon the 
Engliſh, who, though they had two ſhips of the line more than the enemy, were ſo weakly 
manned from the cauſe already aſſigned, that the real advantage lay entirely on the other ſide. 

On the 20th of June, M. De Suffrein approached the Britiſh fleet in order of battle, and 
though the enemy had the wind in their favour, Sir Edward Hughes immediately brought to 
in order to receive them. About four clock in the afternoon the engagement began, and 
laſted till ſeven o'clock, when the French fleet hauled off, having preſeryed a moſt guarded 
diſtance during the whole of the combat. The enemy retired in the night to  Pondicheryv, 
whither Sir Edward Hughes followed them, On the 22d, he braved them during the day, 
and anchored in the evening within ſight of them: but the want of water was now fo extreme, 
and the number of ſick and wounded ſo great, that the Admiral was under the neceſſity of 
proceeding to Madras, in order to land the one and to procure a ſupply of the other, "The 
loſs of men in the Engliſh fleet, in this engagement, amounted to 99 killed and 431 wounded; 
that of the enemy was conſiderably greater. This was the laſt battle between Sir Edward 
Hughes and. M. de Suffrein, and ORs the naval operations between the Engliſh and 
French in the Eaſt Indies, 

On the 25th of this month, the garriſon of Cuddalore, which had been des by a 
body of near 4, o men from M. de Suffrein's ſquadron, made a moſt vigorous ſally, which 
was repelled with the greateſt bravery by the beſiegers. In ſhort, the conteſt appeared to have 
been proceeding in a manner that promiſed nothing but ruin to the parties engaged in it, 
when fortunately, to prevent the effuſion of more human blood, the news of peace arrived at 
Madras, and on the 4th of July a ceſſation of hoſtilities was-compleatly ſettled, 

In the month of February, in-this year, a treaty was ſigned between the Empreſs of Ruſſia 
and the Queen of Portugal, as follows: 

Article I. Their Majeſties the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias and tlie Queen of Portugal, 
convinced of the ſolidity and: forcible evidence of the principles laid down in the declaration 
bearing date the 28th of February 1780, concerning the armed neutrality, their above - ſaid 
Majeſties do. declare, that they not only aſſent freely and fully to the laid principles, but on 
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| 1783 all occafions will concur, by every efficacious meas, to thous! 
to take care that they be'ſcrupulouſly. adhered to. n eee ful fore, nd 
II. Be it underſtood, that the preſent convention is not, by ny; means, tis — 066 ed 
as tending to annul the treaties now ſubſiſting between the diſtinct powers of Ruſſia or Por- 
. tugal, or any other European court whatever; but, on the contrary, ſuch treaties, and the 
ſtipulations therein made, will as fully bind the ſaid powers as they did any time previous to 
the ſaid convention, which is not to invalidate, much leſs to enforce a violation of the laid 
treaties. I e 

4 III. The two bigk We e powers will c continue to obſerve the moſt exact neutralit 
and rigorouſly enforce the preventing of all prohibited trade being carried on by their ri, 
ſubjects with the powers now at war. By prohibited trade is underſtobd all thoſe goods and 
merchandizes, verbatim expreſſed in the 10th and 11th articles of the treaty of commerce con. 
cluded between Ruſſia and Great Britain, on the ac0th of June, 1766. 

* TV, In caſe, notwithſtanding all imaginable care to prevent it, the Ruflian or r Portu- 
gueſe merchantmen ſhould be taken or inſulted by ſhips belonging to any of the belligerent 
powers, the complaints of the aggrieved ſovereign ſhall be ſupported and enforced by the 
other confederates moſt ſerious and urgent remonſtrances : and if, contrary to all expeQation, 
Juſtice ſhould be denied, the ſaid high contracting powers will concert 1 on the means 
of obtaining redreſs by repriſals. 

| 4% V. If it ſhould ſo happen, that either or-both of the ſaid powers be attacked or moleſted, 
on account and in hatred of the preſent convention, they ſhall join together for a mutual de- 
fence, in order to procure themſelves a full ſatisfaction, both to the inſult offered to mare flag 
and the damages ſuſtained by their ſubjeRs. 

: „ VI. The preſent ſtipulation ſhall be permanent. on both ſides, md be adduced as a rele, 
whenever the right of neutrality ſhall be called in queſtion, 

+ VII. The two contracting powers will give notice, amicably, to the een now at 
war, of this preſent mutual agreement. 

« VIII. The preſent convention ſhall-be ratified by the contrading powers, and the ſaid 
ratifications interchanged within four months from the date hereof, or ſooner if poſſible, 

t They have been ratified ſince and exchanged. 

© In witneſs whereof, we, the plenipotentiaries, &c. have ſigned and ſealed the preſent, 

Given at Peterſburg, February 1783. 

(Signed, ) 6 (L. S.) CoMTE ou D'OtTzzian; 
(L. S.) ALEXANDER DE BEZBORODKO.' 
& (L. S.) PIERRE DE BOCOUNIN. 
„(L. S.) Fr. Jos, D'HoxTa Macnapo.” 

On the third day of April in this year, the following treaty of amity and commerce was 
ſigned at Paris, between the King of Sweden and the United States of North America, 

„ Article I. There ſhall be a firm, inviolable and univerſal peace, and a true and ſincere 
friendſhip between the King of Sweden, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the United States of 
America, and the ſubje&s of his Majeſty and thoſe of the ſaid States; and between the coun- 
tries, iſlands, cities and towns, fituated under the juriſdiction of the King and of the ſaid 
United States, without any exception of perſons or places; and the conditions agreed to in 
this preſent treaty, ſhall be perpetual and permanent between the King, bis hes and ſuc - 
ceſſors, and the United States. 


« II. The 
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bs 0 mn The King and the United Stnes digi mutually not to grant hereafter any particu- | 
lar favour to other nations in reſpe@ to commerce and navigation, which ſhall not immediately | 
become common to the other party, who ſhall enjoy the ſame favour freely, if the conceſſion * 
was freely made, or on allowing the ſame compenſation, if the conceſſion was conditional. ; 
„III. The ſubjects of the King of Sweden ſhall not pay in the ports, havens; roads, coun- 
tries, iſlands, cities and towns of the United States, or any other nor greater duties or im - 
poſts, of what nature ſoever they may be, than thoſe which the moſt favoured nations are or 
ſhall be obliged to pay; and they ſhall-enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities 
and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce, which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, 
whether in paſſing from one port to another of the United States, or in going to or ein the 
ſame, from or to any part of the world whatever. | 
« IV. The ſubjects and inhabitants of the ſaid United States ſhall not pay in the ports, 
havens, roads, iſlands, cities and towns under the denomination of the King of Sweden, any 
other or greater duties or impoſts, of what nature ſoever they may be, or by what name foever 
called, than thoſe which the moſt favoured nations are or ſhall be obliged to pay; and they 
ſhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and exemptions in trade, naviga- 
tion and commerce, which the ſaid nations do or ſhall enjoy, whether in paſſing from one 
port to another of the dominion of his ſaid Majeſty, or in going to or from the ſame, from. or 
to any part of the world whatever. 
« V, There ſhall be granted a full, perfect and entire liberty of conſcience to the inha- 
bitants and ſubjects of each party; and no perſon ſhall be moleſted on account of his worſhip, 
provided he ſubmits ſo far as regards the public demonſtration of it to the laws of the country: 
moreover, liberty ſhall be granted, when any of the ſubjects or inhabitants of either party die 
in the territory of the other, to bury them in convenient and decent places, which ſhall be 
aſſigned for the purpoſe : and the two contracting parties will provide, each in its juriſdiftion, 
that the ſubjects and inhabitants N may obtain certificates of the death, in cafe the 
delivery of them is required. 
; | « VI, The ſubjects of the t parties in the reſpective ſtates, may freely diſpoſe of 
their goods and effects either by teſtament, donation or otherwiſe, in favour of ſuch perſons 
as they think proper; and their heirs in whatever place they ſhall reſide, ſhall receive the ſuc- 
ceſſion even ab inteſtato either in perſon or by their attorney, without having occaſion to take 
out letters of naturalization. - Thoſe inheritances, as well as the capitals and effects, which 
the ſubjects of the two parties, in changing their abode, ſhall be defirous of removing from 
the place of their abode, ſhall be exempted from all duty, called droit de detraction, on the part 
of the government of the two ſtates reſpectively. But it is at the ſame time agreed, that no- 
thing contained in this article ſhall in any manner derogate from- the ordinances publiſhed in 
Sweden againſt emigrations, or which may hereafter be publiſhed, which ſhall remain in full 
force and vigour, The United States on their part, or any of them, ſhall be at liberty to 
make reſpecting this matter, ſuch laws as they think proper. 
* VII. All and every the ſubjects, inhabitants of the kingdom of Sweden, as well as thoſe 
of the United States, ſhall be permitted to navigate with their veſſels in all ſafety and freedom, 
and without any regard to thoſe to whom the merchandizes and cargoes may belong, from any 
port whatever, and the ſubjects and inhabitants of the two ſtates ſhall likewiſe be permitted to 
fail and trade with their veſſels, and with the ſame liberty and ſafety to frequent the places, 
ports and havens of Powers, enemies to both or either of the two contraQting parties, without 
3 „ 


1 178: 3 han in any wiſe moleſted. or troubled, and to candy on a commerce, not ol; 
the ports of an enemy to a neutral port, but even from one port to another por 
whether it be under the. juriſdiQtion of the ſame, or of different Princes. 


: knowledged by this treaty with reſpect to ſhips and merchandiſes, 
the merchandizes free, and that every thing which ſhall be on board of ih 


the cargo, or a part of it, ſhould belong to the enemies of one or both; it is, 
provided, that contraband goods ſhall always be excepted; which being interce 
proceeded againſt according to the ſpirit of the following articles. It is likewiſe 
the ſame liberty be extended to perſons who may be on board of a free ſhip, 


the free ſhip, unleſs they are ſoldiers in the actual ſervice of the ſaid enemies. 


carriages for ordnance, muſquet- reſts, bandoliers, cannon powder, matches; ſaltpetre, 
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y directly from ; 
t of an enemy, 
And as it is ac- 
that free ſhips ſhall make 
ps belonging to ſub. 

ed as free, even though 
Nevertheleſs, 


pted, ſhall be 


agreed; that 


with this effect, 
that although they be enemies to both or either of the patties, they ſhall not be taken out of 


jects of the one or the other of the contracting parties, ſhall be conſidet 


VIII. This liberty of navigation and commerce ſnall extend to all kinds of . 


except thoſe only which are expreſſed in che nn articles, and are ne by _ 


name of contraband goods. 


„IX. Under the name of contraband or r prohibited cen; mal be ebene arms, 
guns, cannon balls, arquebuſes, muſquets, bombs, petards, granadoes, ſauciſſes, pitch, balls, 


ſulphur, 
bullets, pikes, ſabres, ſwords, morions, helmets, cutlaſſes, halberts, javelins; piſtols, holſters, 


bayonets, belts, horſes with their harnpls, and * like e of arms and — of 


war for the uſe of troops. 


« X, Theſe which follow ſhall not be reckoned in \the number of prohibited add POP is 
to ſay, all ſorts of clothes, and all other manufactures of wool, flax; ſilk, cotton; or any other 
materials, all kinds of wearing apparel, together with the-things of which they are commonly 
made ; gold and filver coined or uncoined, braſs, iron, lead, copper, latten; coals, wheat, 
barley, and all farts of corn or pulſe, tobacco, all kinds of ſpices, ſalted or ſmoaked fiſh, 
ſalted fiſh, cheeſe, butter, beer, oil, wines, ſugar, all ſorts of ſalt, and provifions which ſerve 


for the nouriſhment and ſubſiſtence of man; all kinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, 


cables, fail cloth, anchors, and any part of anchors, ſhip maſts, planks, boards, beams; and 


all ſorts of trees, and other things proper for building or repairing ſhips; nor ſhall any goods 


be conſidered as contraband, which have not been worked into the form of any inſtrument or 


thing for the purpoſe of war, by ſea or by land, much leſs ſuch as have been prepared or 


wrought up for any other uſe. All which ſhall be reckoned free goods, as likewiſe all others 


which are not comprehended and particularly mentioned in the foregoing articles; ſo-that they 
ſhall not, by any pretended znterpretation, be comprehended among prohibited or contraband 
goods; on the contrary, they may be freely tranſported by the ſubjects of the King and the 
United States, even to places belonging to an enemy, ſuch places only excepted as are beſieged, 

blocked, or inveſted ; and thoſe places only ſhall be e as ſuch which are uu, ſur- 


rounded by one of the belligerent powers. 


« XI. In order to avoid and prevent, on both ades, all diſputes nd diſcord, it is agreed, 


that in caſe one of the parties ſhall. be engaged in a war, the ſhips and veſſels belonging to the 


ſabje&s or inhabitants of the other, ſhall be furniſhed with ſca-letters or paſſports, - expreſſing 


the name, property, and port of the veſſel, and alſo the name and place. of -abode of the maſter 


or commander of the ſaid veſſel, in order that it may thereby appear, that the ſaid veſſel really | 


and truly belongs zo the ſubjects of the one ar the other party, Theſe _ which ſhall 


bo 
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courſe of the year. It is alſo agreed, that the fajd veſſels, when loaded, ſhall alſo be provided 


not only with ſea · letters, but alſo with certificates, containing a. particular account of the cargo, 
the place from which the veſſel ſailed, and 


and that of her deſtination, in order that it may be 
known whether they carry any of the prohibited or contraband merchandizes mentioned in the 
ninth article of the preſent treaty: which certificates en be made out by the the officers c of the 
place from which the veſſel ſhall depart, | 

„XII. Although the veſſels of the one and the other party may navĩgate freely, 5 and with 


all fafety, as is explained in the ſeventh article, they ſhall, nevertheleſs, be bound at all times, 


when required, to exhibit, as well on the high ſeas as in port, their paſſports and certificates 


they may freely, and without hinderance, purſue their voyage to the place of their deſtination. 
Nevertheleſs, the exhibition of the papers ſhall not be demanded of merchant ſhips under the 


convoy of veſſels of war, but credit ſhall be given to the word of the officer eee the 


convoy. 


« XIII. If. on tas the ſaid certifientes, it * eee chat che veſſel carries  ſoine 


| of the goods which are declared to be prohibited or contraband, and which are conſigned to an 


enemy's port, at ſhall not, however, be lawful to break up the hatches of ſuch ſhips, nor to 
open any cheſt, coffers, packs, caſks, or veſſels, nor to remove or diſplace the ſmalleſt part of 


the merchandizes, until the cargo has been landed in the preſence of officers appointed for the 


purpoſe, and until an inventory thereof has been taken; nor ſhall it be lawful to ſell, exchange, 
or alienate the cargo, or any part thereef, until legal. proceſs ſhall have been had againſt the 
prohibited merchandizes, and ſentence ſhall have paſſed, declaring them liable to confiſcation; 
ſaving, nevertheleſs, as well the ſhips themſelves, as the other merchandizes which ſhall have 
been found therein, which, by virtue of this preſent treaty, are to be eſteemed free, and which 
are not to be detained on pretence of their having been loaded with prohibited merchandize, 


above-mentioned : and, not having contraband merchandize on board for an enemy's port, 


| as be driven vp in due and good form, ſhall be renewed every time the cee in we 


f + 


and much leſs-contiſcated as lawful prize. And in caſe the contraband merchandize be only a 
part of the cargo, and the maſtet of the veſſel agrees, conſents, and offers to deliver them to the 


veſſel that has diſcovered them, in that eaſe, the latter, after receiving the merchandizes which 


are good prize, ſhall immediately let the veſſel go, and ſhall not, by any means, hinder her 


from purſuing her voyage to:the place of her deſtination. When a veſſel is taken and brought 


into any of the ports of the contracting parties, if, upon examination, ſhe be found to be 

loaded only with merchandize declared to he free, the owner, or he who has made the prize, 

ſhall be bound to pay all coſts and damages to the maſter of the veſſel unjuſtly detained. 
XIV. It is like wiſe agreed, that whatever ſhall be found to be laden by the ſuhjects of 


either of the: two contracting parties on a ſhip belonging to the enemies of the other. party, the 
whole effects, although not of the number of thoſe declared contraband, ſhall be confiſcated as 


if they belonged: to the enemy: excepting. nevertheleſs, ſuch goods and merchandizes as were 


put on board before the declaration of war, and even ſix months after the declaration, after 


which term none ſhall be preſumed to be ignorant of it, which merchandizes ſhall not, in any 


owners who! ſhall claim, or cauſe them to be claimed, before conſiſcation and ſale, as alſo their 


proceeds, if the elaim be made within eight months, and could not be- made ſooner, after the 


ſale, Which is to be made i provided, nevertheleſs, that tho ſaid merchandizes be con- 
Voi A.. 200 + „ rr een fdraband, 


manner, be ſubject to confiſcation, but ſhall be faithfully and ſpecifically delivered to the 


the enemy. 


. 


4 Parties, that they ſuffer no prejudice by the -men of war of the other party, 


25 to make them good, under pain and obligation of their perſons and goods, / 
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$3 (ETSY it ſhall not be, 3 in any Nees lawful to a them afterwards to a en belonging * 
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contracting 


or by privateer 
captains and commanders of ſhips of his Swediſh Majeſty, and of the United . 2 


| their ſubje@s,-ſhall be forbidden to do any injury or damage to thoſe of the other party; and 
if they act to the contrary, having been found guilty on theit examination b 


| their proper 
Judges, they ſhall be bound to make ſatisfaction for all damages, and the intereſt oo and: 


«© XV. And that more effectual care may be nde bort the eure of ths two' 


XVI. For this cauſe, every individual who is defirous of fitting out a privater, hal, 
before he receives letters - patent or ſpecial commiſſion, be obliged to give bond, with ſufficient 
ſareties, before a competent-judge, for a ſufficient ſum to anſwer all damages and wrongs which 
the owner of the privateer, his officers, or others in his employ may, commit during the eruize, 
contrary to the tenor of this treaty, and contrary to the edicts publiſhed by either party, whe« 
ther by the King of Sweden or by the United States, in virtue of this ſame treaty, and alſo 
under penalty of having the ſaid letters-patent and ſpecial commiſſion revoked and made yoid, 
« XVII. One of the contracting parties being at war, and the other remaining neuter, if it 
ſhould ſo happen that a merchant ſhip of the neutral power be taken by the enemy of the 
other party, and be afterwards retaken by a ſhip of war or privateer of the power at War; alſo 
ſhips and merchandize, of what nature ſoever they may be, when recovered from a pirate or ſea- 
rover, ſhall be brought into a port of one of the two powers, and ſhall be committed in tlie 
cuſtody of the officers of the ſaid port, that they may be reſtored entire to the true proprietor, 
as foon as he ſhall have produced full proof of the property. Merchants, maſters, and owners 
of the ſhips, ſeamen, people of all ſorts, ſhips, and veſſels, and, in general, all merchandizes 
and effects of one of tlie allies or their ſubje&s, ſhall not be ſubje& to embargo, nor detained 
in any of the countries, territories, Hlands, cities, towns, ports, rivers, or domains whatever 
of the other ally, on account of any military expedition, or any public or private purpoſe 
whatever, by ſeizure, by force, or by any ſuch manner; much leſs ſhall it be lawful for the 
ſubje&s of one of the parties to ſeize or take any thing by force from the ſubjects of the other 
party without the confent of the owner. This, however, 1s not underſtood to comprehend 
ſeizures, detentions, and arreſts, made by order and by the authority of juſtice, and according 
to the ordinary courſe for debts or faults of the ſubject, for which yon ſhall be had in the 
way of right, acedrding to the forms of juſtice. 
«© XVIII. If it ſhould happen that the two contracting parties ſhould be en in a war 
at the fame time with a-common enemy, the following points ſhall be obſerved on both fides : 
„ xr. If the ſhips of one of the two nations retaken by the privateers of the other, have not 
been in the power of the enemy more than twenty-four hours, they ſhall be reſtored to the ori- 
ginal owner, on payment of one-third of the value of the ſhip and cargo. If, on the contrary” 
the veſſel retaken has been more than twenty-four hours in the my of. the N it ſhall 
belong wholly to him who has retaken it. 6 
2. In caſe, during the interval of twenty-four hours, a-veſſel be retaken by a mam of war 
of either of the two parties, it ſhall be reſtored to the original owner, on payment of:a thir- 
tieth part of the value of the veſſel and cargo, and a tenth part, if it has been retaken after the 
twenty-four hours; which ſums ſhall be diſtributed as a gratification. Wy * crew of the 
man of war that ſhall have made the re-capture. 
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0 mb The 920 made i in manner above-mentioned, ſhall be reftorets: to- the 8 after | 
TH bs made of the property, upon giving Oy for the [pom II, to him who has recovered | 
tue veſſel from the hands of the enemy. 

4 4. The men of war and privateers of the two nations, hall ally bl drive with 
their prizes into each others ports; but the prizes ſhall not be unloaded or ſold there, until 
the legality: of a prize made by the Swediſh ſhips ſhall have been determined according to the 


. laws and regulation geſtabliſhed in Sweden, as alſo that of the prizes made by. the American 
' veſſels ſhall have been determined according 1 to the awe and regalo cRabliſhad; by the 


; Ne States of America. 70 T 

© 5, Moreover, the King of Sweden and. the United States of Aaatiens ſhatl b be at-hberty 
to Bn ſuch regulations as they ſhall judge neceſſary reſpecting the tondu& which their men 
of war and privateers reſpeQiyely ſhall be bound to obſerve with 5 to veſſels 88 they 
ſhall take and carry into the ports of the two powers. 

% XIX. The ſhips of war of his Swediſh Majeſty, and thoſe of the United dunn and 
alſo thoſe which their ſubjects ſhall have armed for war, may with all freedom conduct their 
prizes which they ſhall have made from their enemies, into the ports which are open in time 
of war to other friendly nations; and the ſaid prizes, upon entering the ſaid ports, ſhall not 

be ſubject to arreſt or ſeizure, nor ſhall the officers of the places take cognizance of the vali- 

dity of the ſaid prizes, which may depart and be conducted freely, and with all liberty, to the 
places pointed out in their commiſſions, which the n of the ſaid veſſels ſhall be cat 
to nem. 

« XX, In cole any veſſel belonging to either of the t two ſtates, or to their objets, ſhall 
be ſtranded, ſhipwrecked, or ſuffer any other damage on the coaſts, or under the dominion of 
either of the parties, all aid and aſſiſtance ſhall ' be given to the perſons ſhipwrecked, or who 
may be in danger thereof, and paſſports ſhall be granted to them, to ſecure their return to their 
own country. The ſhips and merchandizes wrecked, or their proceeds, if the effects have 
been ſold, being claimed in a year and a day by the owners or their attorney, ſhall be reſtored, 
on their paying the coſts of ſalvage, n to the me and cuſtoms of the two 

nations. 

« XXI. When the ſubjects and inhabitants of the two parties, with their tld whathes 
they be public, and equipped for war, or private; employed in commerce, ſhall -be forced by 
tempeſt, by purſuit of privateers and of enemies, or by any other urgent neceſſity, to retire into 
and enter any of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports of either of the two parties, they ſhall-he re- 
ceived and treated with all humanity and politeneſs, and they ſhall enjoy all friendſhip, pro- 
tection, and aſſiſtance, and they ſhall be at liberty to ſupply themſelves with refreſhments, 
proviſions, and every thing neceſſary for their ſuſtenance, for the repair of their veſſels, and 
for continuing their voyage; provided always, that they pay a reaſonable price: and they ſhall 


not, in any manner, be detained or hindered from failing out of the ſaid ports or roads, but 


they may retire and depart when, and as they pleaſe, without any obſtacle or hinderance,; 
XXII. In order to favour commerce on both ſides as much as poſſible, it is agreed, that 
in caſe a war ſhould break out between the ſaid two nations, (which, God forbid !) the term 
of nine months after the declaration of war, {hall be allowed to the merchants and ſubjects 
reſpectively on one ſide and the other, in order that they may withdraw with their effects and 
moveables, which they ſhall be at liberty to carry off or ſell where they pleaſe, without the leaſt 


* | 3Q 2 obſtacle ; 
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1 nor mall any leise their cette, and moch lefs their ith, during the nid © 
FR wbonths ; but, on the contrary, paſſports which ſhall be valid for a time neceſſary 
return, ſhall be given them for their veſſels and the effects which they ſhall be witli 
Vr chem: aneif any thing is taken from them, or if any injury is dotie to them one of 
| the parties, their people and ſobje&s, during the term above deſcribed, full and entire r 
fraction ſhall be made to them on that account. The above-mentioned paſſports ſhall mY 
Iterve as a fafe-oondu@t againſt i or Ne which privateers _— attempt againſt their | 
perfons and effects. 
„XXIII. No ſabje& of the Ling of Sweden ſhall take a commiſſion or letters of m 
| for arming any veſſel to aft as a privateer againſt the United States of America, or any of hen 
or againſt the fubjects, people, or inhabitants of the ſaid United States, or any of 2 


againſt the property of the inhabitants of the ſaid States, from any prince or ſtate whatever, 
with whom the ſaid United States ſhall be at war. Nor ſhall any citizen, 'fabjeR, or inhabi. 


tant of the ſaid United States, or any of them, apply for, or take any commiſſion or letters of 
marque for arming any veſſel to cruize againft the ſubjects of his Swediſh Majeſty, -or. any of 
them, or their property, from any prince or ſtate whatever, with whom his ſaid * Majeſty ſhall 

be at war. And if any perſon of either nation ſhall take weh dara atcs 2 or' letters of marque, 
he ſhall be puniſhed as a pirate. 

« XXIV. The veſſels of the ſubjects of eicher oy the TE! coming upon any of the coaſts 
belonging to.the other, but not willing to enter into port, or being entered into port, and not 
willing to unload their cargoes, or to break bulk, ſhall not be obliged to do it; but, on the 

contrary, ſhall enjoy all the franchiſes and burn e which are r by the rules {ubſiſting 
with reſpekt to chat object. 

XXV. When a veſſel belonging to the fubjefts and inhabitants of either of the parties, 
failing on the high-ſea, ſhall be met by a ſhip of war or privateer of the other, the ſaid ſhip of 
war and privater, to avoid all diſorder, ſhall remain out of cannon-ſhot,'but may always ſend 
their boat to the merchant ſhip, and cauſe two or three men to go on board of her, to whom 
the maſter or commander of the ſaid veſſel ſhall exhibit his paſſport, ſtating the property of the 

veſſel, and when the faid veſſel ſhall have exhibited her paſſport, ſhe ſhall be at liberty to'con- 
tinue her voyage, and it ſhall not be lawful-to moleſt or ſearch her in any manner, or to give 
her chace, or force her to quit her intended courſe. 

« XXVI. The two contracting parties grant mutually the liberty of having eat in the 
ports of the other, / conſuls, vice-conſuls, agents, and commiſſaries, whoſe: functions thall be 
regulated by a particular agreement. 

XXVII. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified on Both ſides, and the ratifications ſhall be 
exchanged in the ſpace of eight months, or ſooner, if poſſible, c— from the day of the 
Iignature. | 

„In faith whereof, the reſpeCtive plenipotentiaries have fgned the above articles, and have 
thereunto affixed their ſeals. 

Done at Paris, the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 158 * 
(Signed) 
* . g. ) Gus r Av. PurL1iry Cour DE Carorz. 
„(L. S.) B. FAANKLIN. 
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ENA RATE AR TIE. | . 
«<The King of Sweden. and the, United States of North 3 a9r5es wha the refent 


 xreaty ſhall bays its fall effect for the ſpace of fifteen years, counting from the day of rati- 


fication ; and the two nt in bemer reſer Fe to repay the liberty * e it at the 

end of that term. 

6 Done mana the 3d day of April, in the year of oy Lond. eee eee, 

| FORAY eee“, (L. S.) GvsTAY. PHILIP our DE Solo-. 
(L. S.) B. Fxanxity. Sg 


a SEPARATE ARTICLES. 

Article I. His Swediſh Majeſty ſhall uſe all the means in his power to proteſt and defend 
the veſſels and effects belonging to citizens or inhabitants of the United States of arth Ame- 
rica, and every one of them which ſhall be in the ports, hayens, roads, or in the ſe eas near the 
countries, iſlands, cities, and towns of his ſaid Majeſty, and ſhall ufe his utmoſt endeayours to 
recover and reſtore to the. right owner, all ſuch vellcls and band which ſhall be taken, from 
them within his juriſdiction. N 

« II. In like manner, the United States of North America ſhall prateft and defend the 


veſſels and effefts belonging to the ſubjects of his Swediſh Majeſty, which ſhall he in the ports, 


= 1 * 


havens, or roads, or on the ſeas near to the countries, iſlands, cities, and towns of the ſaid 
States, and ſhall uſe their utmoſt efforts to recover and reſtore to the right owner, all ſuch 
veſſels and effects which ſhall be taken from them within their juriſdiction. 

III. If, in any future war at ſea, the contrgcting powers tsſplve to remain neyter; and, 
as ſuch, to obſerye-the ſtricteſt neutrality, then it is agreed, that if the merchant ſhips of 
either party ſhould happen to be in a part of the, ſea where the ſhips. of war of the faid nation 


- 2% 


are not ſtationed, - or if they are met on the high. ſea, without being able to have recourſe to 


their own convoys, in that caſe, the commander of the ſhips of war of the other party, if re- 
quired, ſhall, in good-faith and ſincerity, give them all neceſſary aſbſtance ; z and, in ſuch caſe, 
the ſhips of war and frigates of either of the powers, ſhall protect and ſupport the merchant 


ſhips of the other: provided, nevertheleſs, that the ſhips claiming aſſiſtance are not engaged in 


any illicit commerce, contrary to the principles of the neutrality. A 
+ IV. It is agreed and concluded, that all merchants, captajns of Merchant ſhips, or other 


| ſubjefts of his Swediſh: Majeſty, ſhall have full liberty, in all places under the deinen i 


juriſdiction of the United States of America, to manage their own affairs, and to ,employ in 
the management of them whomſgever. they pleaſe ; and they ſhall not be obliged | to make uſe 
of any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any reward unleſs they make uſe of them. — 
Moreover, the maſters of the ſhips ſhall not be obliged, in loading or unloading their, yeſſels, 


to employ labourers appointed by public authority for, that pwpoſe; but they ſhall be at full 


liberty themſelves to load or unload their veſſels, or employ in loading or unloading them 
whomſoever hay think. proper, üben, paying, unt. under.the.title of ſalary, to any other 


I re nor to Mat for their lading longer than 
they pleaſe ; and all and every of the; citizens, people, and inhabitants of the United States of 
America, ſhall reciprogally have and enjoy the ſame privileges and. liherties in all places under 
the juriſdiction of the ſaid realm. 

V. It is agreed, mat when merchandi zes all baye been put on hoard the ſhips or veſ⸗ 


ſels of either of —— nat. be {ubjeRed to any Fxamination ; 5 
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27S 3 all examination and ſeareli muſt be before lading; ah. the prokibſted merchandi 
. Nopped on the ſpot before they are embarked, unſeſs there is, full evidence or Proof of fraudu 
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lent practice on the part of the owner of the ſhip; or of him Who has the dommand of her. 
in which caſe, only he ſhall be reſponfible and ſubject to the laws of the country i which 0 


may be. In all other cafes, neither the ſubjects of either of the contracting parties, who ſhall 


be with their veſſels in the ports of the- other, nor their merchandizes; mMalh be ſeizea or 
leſted on account of contrabarid goods which they ſhall have wanted to take on board, nor * 
any kind of embargo be laid on their ſhips, ſubjects, or citizens of the ſtate, whoſe merchan 
dizes are declared contraband „or the exportation of which is forbidden, thoſe only who mal 
have ſold, or intended to fell or — loch  merchatidizes, being liable to > 0m fi 
ſuch contravention. ? POLITE am ai Nein use aH 7 «: 17; i 

ye Done at Faris, the 3d day of April in the year or und EW bas zie nts 

(Signed) <c (L. 8.) GusTAv.PHILISCOMr Ez vr C 
75 4 91 . B. FRANKLIN 01) | 
- 4% zr 271 © 

The following definitive Wa been his Brita Majeſty and the reſpectiye 5 

therein named, were ſigned at Verſailles and Paris on tlie zd of September. in this year ;— 


The definitive T1 reaty of Peace and Friend/hip bettvern his aum Maj * the 

Me Chriſtian Ning. f 
46 Article I. There ſhall be a Cbridinn, univerſal, and -peryttitel peace, as well by on 28 
by land, and a ſincere and conſtant friendſtiip ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed between their Britannic 
and Moſt Chriſtian Majeſties, and between their heirs and ſucceſſors, kingdoms, dominions, 
- provinces, countries, ſubjects, and vaſſals, of what quality and condition ſoever they be, 
without exception either of places or perſons ; ſo that the high contracting parties ſhall give 
the greateſt attention to the maintaining between themſelves, and their ſaid dominions and 
ſubjects, this reciprocal friendſhip and intercourſe, without permitting hereafter, on either 
part, any kind of hoſtilities to be committed, either by ſea or by land, for any cauſe, or under 
any pretence whatſoever : and they fhall carefully avoid, for the future, every thing which 
might prejudice the union happily re-eſtabliſhed; endeavouring, on the contrary, to procure 
reciprocally for each other, on every occaſion, whatever may contribute to their mutual. glory, 
intereſts, or advantage, without giving any aſſiſtance or protection, directly or indirectly, to 
thoſe who would do any injury to either of the high contracting parties. There ſhall be a ge- 
neral oblivion and amneſty of every thing which may have been done o or W dare or 

ſince the commencement of the war which is juſt ended. „ una 10 ; 
% II. The treaties of Weſtphalia, of 1648; the treaties of Niinogur} of We wo theo: of 
Ryſwick, of 1697; ; thoſe of peace and commerce of Utrecht, of 1713; of Baden, of 1714; of the 
triple alliance of the Hague, of 1717; that of the quadruple alliance of London, of 1718; the 


_ treaty of peace of Vienna, of 1738; the definitive treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, of 1748; and that 


of Paris, of 1563, ſerve as a bafis and foundation to the peace, and to the preſent treaty; and, 

for this purpoſe, they are all renewed and confirmed in the beſt form; as well as all the treaties 
in general which ſubfiſted between the high contracting parties before the war, as if they were 
herein inſerted word for word; ſo that they are to be exactly obſerved, for the future, in their 
full tenor, and religiouſly executed by both parties, in all 4 Pont whit n. not be dero- 


gated from by the preſent treaty of peace. bis ads to no{#f3ih1itu; od) 
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4 III. All the Priſoners taken on either fide, as eels vylad as by ſea; 4 the doſages 


 tdttied' away of given during the war, and-to this day, [ſhall 'be' reſtored,” without ranſom, 2 
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: 4 {ix weeks; at ntbſt, to be computed fromthe day of me exchange of the ratiGeations of. the 


, preſent treaty; each crown 'reſpeCtively diſcharging, the advances which ſhall have been made 
for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance of their ptiſoners by the ſovereign of the country where 
they ſhall have been detained, according to the receipts and atteſted accounts, and other authen- 
tic vouchers, which ſhall be furniſhed on each ſide: and ſureties ſhall be reciprocally given for 
the payment of the debts which the priſoners may have contracted in the countries where they 
may have been detained, until their entire releaſe.” And all-ſhips, as well men of war as mer- 
chant ſhips, which may have been taken ſince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the 
1 of hoſtilities by ſea, ſtrall likewiſe be reſtored; Bond fide; with all their crews and car- 
And the execution of this article ſhall be EN upon 8 after the ex-- g 
2 of the ratifications of this treaty. 
„IV. His Majeſty the King of Great: Britain is maintained in his right to the illand of 
Newfoundland, and to the adjacent iſlands, as the whole were aſſured to him by the thirteenth 
article of the treaty of Utrecht; excepting the iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, which are 
ceded in full right by the preſent treaty to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. | 
. His Majeſty the Moſt Chriſtian King, in order to prevent the quarrels which have 
hitherto ariſen between the two nations of England and France, conſented to renounce the 
right of fiſhing, which belongs to him in virtue of the aforeſaid article of the treaty of Utrecht, 
from Cape Bonaviſta to Cape St. John, ſituated on the eaſtern coaſt of Newfoundland, in 
50 degrees north latitude; and his Majeſty the King of Great Britain conſents, on his part, 
that the fiſhery aſſigned to the ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, beginning at the ſaid 
Cape St. John, paſfing to the north, and deſcending; by the weſtern coaſt of the iſland of New- 
foundland, ſhall extend to the place called Cape Ray, ſituated in 47 degrees 50 minutes north 
latitude, + The French fiſhermen ſhall enjoy the fiſhery which is aſſigned to them by the pre- 
ſent article, as they had the — to enjoy that which was aſſigned to them by the treaty of 
Utrecht. c 
« VI. With di to- * Glhery'i in the Gulf of. St. Cangenaes the French. ſhall. continue 
to exerciſe it conformably to the fifth article of the treaty of Paris. 
« VII. The King of Great Britain reſtores to France the iſland of St. Lacks, 5 in the con- 
dition it was in when it was conquered - by the Britiſh arms: and his Britannic Majeſty cedes 
and guaranties to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the iſland of Tobago. The Proteſtant inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid iſland, as well as thoſe of. the ſame religion who have ſettled at St. Lucia 
whilſt that iſland was occupied by the Britiſh arms, ſhall not be moleſted in the exerciſe of 
their worſhip : and the Britiſh inhabitants, or others who may have been ſubjects of the King 
of Great Britain in the aforeſaid iflands, ſhall retain their poſſeſſions upon the ſame titles and 
conditions by which they have acquired them; or. elſe they may retire in full ſecurity and 
liberty where they ſhall think fit, and ſhall have the power of ſelling, their eſtates, provided it 
be to ſubjeRs of his. Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and. of removing their effects, as well as their 
perſons, without being reſtrained in their emigratien, under any pretence whatſoever, except 
on account of debts, or of criminal proſecutions. Fhe term limited for this emigration, is 
fixed to the ſpace of eighteen months, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the 
ratifications-of the preſent treaty. And for the better ſecuring. the poſſeſſions of the inhabi- 
tants of the aforeſaid iſland. of Tobago, the Moſt Chriſtian King ſhall iſſue . 
containing an abolition of the Droit D' Aubaine in the ſaid iſland. 
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985 By „ vin. ne Mott Chriſtian King riſtores to Gteat Britain 'the Warida- of "IO 
dee Giehadiries, St. Vincent's, Domiuicag St. Chriſtopher's; Nevis, and . : 
—̃ — — * 
when the conqueſt of them was made. — — in k 
ſhall take place in reer ey yo n en e to che — ty 

preſent article. 

. . in full S Ms 3 to hs 4 Chric. 
Van Majeſty, the river Senegal and its dependencies, with the forts of St. Louis, Podor, G3 
lam, Arguin, and Portendie; and his Britannie Majeſty reſtores to France the iland 1 
Soree, which b on or arts 4 ren was in when e of "gy 

made. 
* X. The Moſt Clirkfibin King, n N guarantc ts the King of Grea Britain the 
poſſeſfion of Fort James, and of the river Gambia. 

* XI. For preventing all diſcuffion'in that part * the vorid, the two high contradtin 
parties ſhall, within three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the preſent 
treaty, name commiſſioners, who ſhall be charged with the ſettling and fixing of the bounda. 
ries of the reſpective poſſeſſions. As to the gum trade, the Engliſh ſhall have the liberty of 
. carrying it on from the mouth of the river St. John, to the bay and fort of Portendic inclu- 

\ fively : provided that they ſhall not form any permanent ſettlement, n 
119 | the faid river St. John, upon the coaſt, or in the bay of Portendic, 

„ XII. As to the reſidue of the coaſt of Africa, the Engliſh and French ſubjects hall con- 
tinue to reſort thereto according to the uſage which has hitherto prevailed,  -- 

„% XIII. The King of Great Britain reſtores to his Melt Chriftian Majeſty all the ſetile- 
ments which belonged at the beginning of the preſent war upon the coaſt of Orixa and in Wl 
Bengal, with liberty to ſurround Chandernagore with a diteh, for carrying off the waters: and WM 
his Britannic Majeſty engages to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall be in his power for ſecuring to Wl 
the ſubjects of France in that part of India, as well as on the coaſts of Ofixa, 'Cotomandel, W 
and Malabar, a ſafe, free, and independent trade, ſuch as was barried on by the French Eaſt 
India Company, whether they exertiſe it individually, or united in a company. | 

XIV. Pondicherry ſhall be, in like manner, delivered up und guarantied to'France, as alſo } 

Karical : and his Britannic Majeſty ſhall procure, for an additional dependency to Pondicherry, 
the two diſtricts of Valanour and he ; ö to rden, the four 1 bordering 
thereupon. | 

KRV. France ſhall're-enter into tlie poſſeſſion of Malie, as — its factory at Surat ; 
and the French ſhall carry on their trade in this Law of India-cotiformable to the principles 
eſtabliſhed in the thirteenth article of this'treaty. | 

« XVI. Orders having been ſent to India by the hid contig pies, in purſuance of 
the ſixteenth article of the preliminaries, it is farther agreed, that if, within the term of four 
months, the re ſpective allies of their Britannic and Moſt Chriſtian Majeſties ſhall not have 
acceded to tho preſent pacifieation, or concluded a ſeparate accommodation, their ſaid Majeſ- 
ties ſhall not give them any aſſiſtance, directly or indirectly, againſt the Britiſh or French poſ- 
ſeſſions, or againſt the ancient nn. >, their e allies; omega took were in the 
year 1776. 

' 6 XVII. The King of Great Bande being n to giee his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty a 


ſincere proof of reconciliation and friendſhip, and to contribute to render ſolid the peace re- 
3 | cy = eſtabliſhed | 
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[> 15 eſtabliſhed between their ſaid Majeſties, conſents to the abrogation and * of all 0 


articles relative to * * the r of yours concluded at Utrecht in 17 1 3. 3 
to this days + 


„ XVIII. 33 12 — ances of the 1 he two „ 


parties ſhall name commiſſaries to treat concerning new arrangements of commerce between 
the two nations, on the baſis of reciprocity and mutual convenience; which arrangements 
ſhall be ſettled and concluded within the ſpace of two years, to be computed from 1 1ſt of 
January, in the year 1984. | 

« XIX. All the countrics and territories which may have been, or which may be con- 
quered in any part of the world whatſoever, by the arms of his Britannic Majeſty, as well as 
by thoſe of his Moſt-Chriſtian Majeſty, which are not ineluded in the preſent treaty, neither 
under the head of ceffions, nor under the head of reſtitutions, ſhall be reſtored without dif- 
ficulty, and without requiring any compenſation. 

«© XX. As it is neceſſary to appoint a certain period for the inden and evacuations to 
be made by each of the high contracting parties, it is agreed, that the King of Great Britain 
ſhall cauſe to be evacuated the iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon three months after the ratifi- 
cation of the preſent treaty, or ſooner if it can be done; St. Lucia, one of the Carribbee 
iſlands, and Goree, in Africa, three months after the ratification of the preſent treaty, or 


ſooner if it can be done. The King of Great Britain ſhall, in like manner, at the end of 


three months after the ratification of the preſent treaty, or ſooner if it can be done, enter again 


into the poſſeſſion of the iſlands of Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. 


Chriſtopher,, Nevis and Montſerrat, France ſhall be put in poſſeſſion of the towns and fac- 
tories which are reſtored to her in the Eaſt Indies, and of the territories which are procured 
for her to ſerve as additional dependencies to Pondicherry and to Karical, fix months after the 
ratification of the preſent treaty, or ſooner if it can be done, France ſhall deliver up, at the 
end of the like term of ſix months, the towns and territories which her arms may have taken 
from the Engliſh, or their allies, in the Eaſt Indies. In conſequence whereof, the neceflary 
orders ſhall be ſent by each of the high contracting parties, with reciprocal paſſports for the 
ſhips which ſhall carry them, immediately after the ratification of the preſent treaty, 

„XXI. The deeiſion of the prizes. and ſeizures made prior to the hoſtilities, ſhall be re- 
ferred to the reſpect ive courts of juſtice; ſo that the legality of the ſaid prizes and ſeizures ſhall 
be decided according to the law of nations, and to treaties, in the courts of juſtice of the na- 
tion which ſhall have made the captures or ordered the ſeizures. 

XXII. For preventing the revival of the lawſuits which have been ended in the iſlands 
conquered by either of the +tigh contracting parties, it is agreed, that the judgments pro- 
nounced in the laſt reſort, and which have acquired the force of matters determined, ſhall be 
confirmed and executed according to their form and tenor. 

„XXIII. Their Britannic and Moſt Chriſtian Majefties promiſe to obſerve ſincerely, and 
bond fide, all the articles contained and eſtabliſhed in the preſent treaty ; and they will not ſyffer 
the ſame to be infringed, directly or indireQly, by their reſpective ſubjects: and the ſaid 
high contracting parties guaranty to each-other, GTP and reciprocally, all the Ripulations 
of the preſent treaty. | 

* XXIV. The ſolemn ratifications of the preſent e prepared in good and due form, 
ſhall be exchanged in this city of Vexſailles, between the * contracting e in the ſpace 
Vor. IV. 3 K bong $50 o 
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I 1783 of a month, or ſooner if ee to wa eren from-the wy of the Fgnatore of the — 2 


treaty. 
„% In witneſs whereof, we, the ane e extracnd 


nary and! mitiifters ple- 


4 nipotentiary, have Been with our hands, in their names, and in virtue of our reſpeQve full: 


powers, the preſent definitive treaty, and have cauſed the FRE of Our arms to * affixed; 
Wa... g 


* Done at Verſailles the 3⁴⁰ Jay of September, 1783 W e 
% (LN MANCHESTER, 8 
. (Lo 1770 GRAvIER DE Wannen. 


ec The King 1a ated od with his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty: upon did, of the 
definitive treaty, will ſeek every means which ſhall not only inſure the execution. thereof, with 
his accuſtomed good faith and punctuality, but will beſides give, on his part, all poſſible efficacy 
to the principles which fhall prevent even the leaſt foundation of-diſpute for the future. 

« To this end, and in order that the fiſhermen of the two nations may not give cauſe for 
daily quarrels, his Britannic Majeſty will take the moſt » poſitive meaſures forpreventing his 
ſubjects from interrupting, in any manner, by their competition, the fiſhery of the French 
during the temporary exerciſe of it, which is granted to them upon the coaſts of the- iſland of 
Newfoundland; and he will, for this purpoſe, cauſe the fixed ſettlements, which ſhall be 
formed there, to be removed. His Britannic Majeſty will give orders, that the French fiſher. 
men be not incommoded in cutting the wood me for. the repair of their ſcaffolds, huts, 
and fiſhing veſſels. 

« The thirteenth article of the treaty of Utrecht, and the method of carrying on the fiſhery 


which has at all times been acknowledged, ſhall be the plan upon which the fiſhery ſhall be 


carried on there; it ſhall not be deviated from by either party; the French fiſhermen building 
only their ſcaffolds, confining themſelves to the repair of their fiſhing veſſels, and not winter- 
ing there; the ſubjects of his: Britannic Majeſty, on their part, not moleſting;-in any manner, 
the French fiſhermen during their fiſhing, nor injuring their ſcaffolds during their abſence. 
The King of Great Britain, in ceding the iflands-of St. Pierre and Miquelon to France, 
regards them as ceded for the purpoſe of ſerving as a real ſhelter to the French fiſhermen, and 
in full confidence that theſe poſſeſſions will not become an object of jealouſy between the two 
nations; and that the fiſhery between the ſaid iſlands and _ of Newfoundland, ſhall be 
limited to the middle of the Channel. 
With regard to India, Great Britain having granted to a e thing that can aſcer- 


tain and confirm the trade which the latter requires to carry on there, his Majeſty relies wita 


confidence on the repeated aſſurances of the court of Verſailles, that the power of ſurrounding 
Chandernagore with a ditch for carrying off the waters, ſhall not be exerciſed in ſuch a manner 
as to make it become an object of umbrage. | / | 

«© The new ſtate in which commerce may perhaps be And, in all” 31 of the world, will 
demand reviſions and explanations of the ſubſiſting treaties; but an entire abrogation of thoſe 
treaties, in whatever period it might be, would throw commerce into ſuch confuſion as s would 
be of infinite prejudice to it. 

C In ſome of the treaties of this ſort there are not ouly articles which lets nil to com- 


merce, but many others which enſue reciprocally, to the reſpective ſubjects, privileges, - 
4, 
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05 lities bor Abe Men affairs, perſonal prote&ions, and other advantages, which are not, 
and which ought not to be of a changeable nature, ſuch as the regulations relating merely to 
the value of goods and merchandizes, variable from circumſtances of every kind. 

„When, therefore, the ſtate of the trade between the two nations ſhall be treated upon, it 
js requiſite to be underſtood, that the alterations which may be made in the ſubſiſting treaties 
are to extend only to the arrangements merely commercial; and that the privileges and ad- 
vantages, mutual and be- N be not only preſerved on each fide, but even 8 if 

it can be done. | 


„In this view, his Majeſty has conſented to the appointment of commiſſaries on each fide, : 
who ſhall treat ſolely upon this objeck. 
« In witneſs whereof, we, his Britannic Majeſty' s ambaſſador extraordinary and miniſter 


plenipotentiary, being thereto duly authoriſed, have ſigned the preſent n and cauſed 
the ſeal of our arms to be ſet thereto. 


« Given at Verſailles, the third of September, 1783. 


4 (L. 8.) MANCHESTER.” 


COUNTER- DECLARATION. 


„The principles which have guided the King, in the whole courſe of the negociations 
which preceded the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, muſt have convinced the King of Great Britain, 
that his Majeſty has had no other defign than to render it ſolid and laſting, by preventing, as 
much as poſſible, in the four quarters of the world, every ſubject of diſcuſſion and quarrel, 
The King of Great Britain undoubtedly places too much confidence in the uprightneſs of his 

Majeſty's intentions, not to rely upon his conſtant attention to prevent the iſlands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon from becoming an object of jealouſy between the two nations. 

« As to the fiſhery on the coaſts of Newfoundland, which has been the object of the new 
arrangements ſettled by the two ſovereigns upon this matter, it is ſufficiently aſcertained by 
the fifth article of the treaty of peace ſigned this day, and by the declaration likewiſe delivered 
to day, by his Britannic Majeſty's ambaſſador extraordinary and plenipotentiary ; and his 
Majeſty declares, that he is fully ſatisfied on this head. 

_ regard to the fiſhery between the iſland of Newfoundland, and thoſe of St, Pierre and 
Miquelon, it is not to be carried on by either party, but to the middle of the channel; and his 
Majeſty will give the moſt poſitive orders, that the French fiſhermen ſhall not go beyond this 
line. His Majeſty is firmly perſuaded that the King of Great Britain will you. like andere to 
the Engliſh fiſhermen. 

© The King's deſire to maintain the peace, comprehends India as 0 as the other parts of 
the world; his Britannic Majeſty may therefore be aſſured, that his Majeſty will never permit 
that an object ſo inoffenſive and ſs harmleſs as the ditch with which mme. is to be 
ſurrounded, ſhould give any umbrage to the court of London. 

The King, in propoſing new arrangements of commerce, had no other deſign STE to 
remedy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever may be defective in 
the treaty of commerce ſigned at Utrecht, in 171 3. The King of Great Britain may judge 
from thence, that his Majeſty's intention is not in any wiſe to cancel all the ſtipulations in 
the above-mentioned treaty; he declares, on the contrary, from henceforth, that he is diſpoſed 
to maintain all the privileges, facilities and advantages expreſſed in that treaty, as far as they 
{hall be 3 or compenſated by equivalent advantages. It is to attain this end, deſired 
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15 on each fide, that coramifaries are to be appointed to treat upon the Rate ofads tHads bes = 
the two nations, and that a conſiderable ſpace of time is to be allowed: ſor com wg 
work, His Majeſty hopes that this object will be purſued with the ſame good OD — — 20 | 
© * . ſame ſpirit of conciliation, which preſided. over the-diſcuflion of the other points compre; e | 

_- the definitive treaty; and his ſaid Majeſty is firmly perſuaded, that the reſpe&ive wg 
will employ the utmoſt diligence for the completion of this important work; _ 32 
14 In witneſs whereof, we, the under- written miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Moſt Chiifia,. | 
| Majeſty, being thereto duly authoriſed, have . the OY Pe ramen and 4 | 

c.̃. uuſed the ſeal of our arms to be affixed thereto, ''  - © 
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4 5 J N  afnitive Treaty f Peace and Friendſhip between his Brita auen and. 
TONE! de King of Spain. 
Article I. There ſhall be a Chriſtian, univerſal and perpetual peace, as well W ſea as by 
land, and a fincere and conſtant friendſhip ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed,” between their Britannic and 
rg, Catholic Majeſties, and between their heirs and ſuceeſſors, kingdomis, dominions, provinces, 
- countries, ſubjects and vaſſals, of what quality or condition loever they be, without exception 
| either of places or perſons ; ſo that the high contracting parties ſhall give the greateſt attention 
to the maintaining between themſelves and their ſaid dominions and ſubjects, this - reciprocal 
friendſhip and intercourſe, without permitting hereafter, on either part, any kind of -hoſtili- 
| ties to be committed, either by ſea or by land, for any cauſe or under any pretence whatſo- 
1 : and they ſhall carefully avoid, for the future, every thing which might prejudice the 
able happily re- eſtabliſhed, endeavouring, on the contrary, to procure reciprocally for. each | 
other, on every occaſion, whatever may contribute to their mutual glory, intereſts and ad- 
vantage, without giving any affiftance or protection, directly or indirectly, to thoſe who 
would do any injury to either of the high contracting parties. There ſhall be a general obli- 
vion and amneſty of every thing whieh may have been done or RING: ae the 
commencement of the war which is juſt ended. 
ba « II. The treaties of Weſtphalia of 1648; thoſe of Madrid of ee n Geer 
peace and of commerce of Utrecht of 1713; that of Baden of 1714 of Madrid of 1715 of 
Seville of 1729; the definitive treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle of 1748 the treaty of Madrid of 
1750 ; and the definitive treaty of Paris of 1769, ſerve as à baſis and foundation to the peace, 
and to the preſent treaty ; and for this purpoſe, they are all renewed:and confirmed; in the 
beſt form, as well as all the treaties in general which ſubſiſted between the high contracting 
parties before the war, and particularly all thoſe which are ſpeciſiad and renewed/m the afore- 
. : ſaid definitive treaty of Paris, in the beſt form, and as if they were herein inſerted word for 
| | word; ſo that they are to be exactly obſerved ſor the future in their full tenor, and:religiouſly 
executed, by both parties, in all i Aon wel VENTA * 
treaty of peace. | 
III. Al the priſaners taken on either fide, * r by 4 and the hoſtages 
'_  eatried away or given, during the war, and to- this day, ſhall be reftored without ranſom, in 
fix weeks at lateſt, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the pveſent trenty; cact 
Cron refpectively diſcharging the advances which ſhall have been made for:the-ſabfiſtence and 


maintenance of their priſoners, by wan of the country-where they ſhall have been #1 | 
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us tained, * to the receipts, atteſted accounts, and other authentic youchers, which ſhalt 
be furniſþed on either fide ; and ſureties ſhall be-reciprocally given for the payment of the debts 
which the priſoners may have contracted in the countries where they may have been detained, 
until their entire releaſe, And all ſhips, as well men of war as merchant ſhips, which may 
have been taken ſince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the ceſſation of hoſtilities by 
ſea, ſhall likewiſe-be reſtored, bond fide, with all their crews and cargoes. -- And the execution 

ol this article ſhall be proceeded W ler after the exchange of the rabiGexions of this 3 
treaty. G 

＋ The King of Great Britain — in full lake. to his Catholic Majeſty, 35 iſland 
of Minorca. Provided that the ſame ſtipulations inſerted in the following article ſhall take 
place in favour of the Britiſh ſubjects, with regard to the above-mentioned iſland. 

« V. His Britannic Majeſty cedes and guaranties, in full right to his Catholic Majeſty, 

Eaſt Florida, as alſo Weſt Florida. His Catholic Majeſty agrees that the Britiſh inhabitants, 
or others who may have been ſubje&s of the King of Great Britain in the ſaid countries, may 
- retire in full ſecurity and liberty, where they ſhall think proper, and may fell their eſtates, and 
remove their effects, as well as their perſons, without being reſtrained in their emigration, 
under any pretence whatſoever, except on account of debts or criminal proſecutions ; the term 
limited for this emigration being fixed to the ſpace of eighteen months, to be computed from 
the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the preſent treaty ; but if, from the value of the 
poſſeſſions of the Engliſh proprietors, they ſhall not be able to diſpoſe of them within the ſaid k 
term, then his Catholic Majeſty ſhall grant them a prolongation proportioned to that end. It 
is further ſtipulated, that his Britannio Majeſty ſhall have the power of removing from Eaſt 
Florida all the effects which may belong to him, whether artillery or other matters. 

VI. The intention of the two high contracting parties being to prevent, as much as poſ- 
fible, all the cauſes of complaint and miſunderſtanding heretofore occaſioned by the cutting of 
wood for dying, or logwood; and ſeveral Engliſh ſettlements having been formed and ex- 
tended under that pretence, upon the Spaniſh continent; it is expreſsly agreed, that his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty's ſubjects ſhall have the right of cutting, loading and carrying away logwood, 
in the diſtri lying between the rivers Wallis or Belize, and Rio Hondo, taking the courſe 
of the ſaid two rivers for unalterable boundaries, ſo as that the navigation of them be common. 
to both nations, to wit, by the river Wallis or Bellize, from the ſea, aſcending as far as op- 
polite to a lake or inlet which runs into the land, and forms an iſthmus or neck, with another 

ſmaller inlet, which comes from the fide of Rio Neuvo, or New River; fo that the line of 
ſeparation ſhall paſs ſtrait acroſs the ſaid iſthmus, and meet another lake formed by the water 
of Rio Neuvo, or New River, at its current. The ſaid. line ſhall continue with the courſe of 
Rio Neuvo, deſcending as far as oppoſite to a river, the ſource of which is marked in the map,. 
between Rio Neuvo and Rio Hondo, and which empties itſelf into Rio Hondo; which river 
hall alfo ſerve as a common boundary as far as its junction with Rio Hondo; and from thence 
deſcending by Rio Hondo to the fea, as the whole is marked on the map which the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the two-crowns have thought proper to make uſe of, for aſcertaining the points 
agreed upon, to the end that a good correſpondence may reign between the two nations, and. 
that the Engliſh, workmen, cutters and labourers may not treſspaſs from an uncertainty of the 
boundaries. The reſpective commiſſaries ſhall, fix upon convenient places, in the territory | | 
above marked out, in order that his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects employed in the felling of : 
logwood, may, without interruption, build therein houſes and magazines. neceſſary for them | s 
ſelves, 


1783 ſelves, their families, and their effects; and his Catholic Majelty alfures tö cheig the 
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Wy ment of all that is expreſſed in the preſent article ; provided that theſe ſtipalations ſhall 
5 _ Conſidered as derogating in any wiſe from his rights of ſovereignty. © Therefore all th 
who may be diſperſed in any other parts, whether on the Spaniſh continent, or in 3 
itlands whatſoever, dependent on the aforeſaid Spaniſh continent, and for whatsy 
might be, without exception, fhall retire within the diftrit which has been abe 
in the ſpace of eighteen months, to be computed from the exchange of the" ratification : and 
for this purpoſe orders ſhall be iſſued on the part of his Britannic Majeſty ; and on that bh his 
Catholic Majeſty, his governors ſhall be ordered to grant to the Englith, diſperſed; every con- 
venience poſſible for their removing to the ſettlement agreed upon by the preſent article, or for 
retiring wherever they ſhall think proper. It is likewiſe ſtipulated, that if any fortifications 
ſhould actually have been heretofore erected within the Hmits marked out, his: Britannic Ma- 
jeſty ſhall cauſe them all to be demoliſhed; and he will order his ſubjects not to build any new 
ones. The Engliſh inhabitants who ſhall ſettle there for the cutting of logwoed, ſhall be per⸗ 
mitted to enjoy a free fiſhery for their ſubſiſtence, on the eoaſts of the diſtrict above agreed on, 
or of the iſlands ſituated oppoſite thereto, without being in any wiſe diſturbed on that account, 
provided they do not eſtabliſh themſelves, in any manner on the ſaid iſlands. 

* VII. His Catholic Majeſty ſhall reſtore to Great Britain, the iſlands of Providence, and 
the Bahamas, without exception, in the ſame condition they were in when they were conquer- 
ed by the arms of the King of Spain. The ſame ftipulations inſerted in the fifth article of this 
treaty ſhall take place in favour of the Spaniſh ſubjects, with regard to the iſlands mentioned 
in the preſent article. | mn en R 

VIII. All the countries and territories, which may have been, or which may be con- 
quered in any part of the world whatſoever, by the arms of his Britannic Majeſty, as well as 
by thoſe of his Catholic Majeſty, which are not included in the preſent treaty, neither under 
the head of ceſſions, nor under the head of reftitutions, ſhall be reſtored without difficulty, 
and without requiring any compenſation. mmm 

IX. Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications, the two high contracting parties 
ſhall name commiſſaries to treat concerning new arrangements of commerce between the two 
nations, on the baſis of. reciprocity and mutual convenience; which arrangements ſhall be 
ſettled and concluded within the ſpace of two years, to be computed from the firſt of 
January, 1784. | | 1 6 

X. As it is neceſſary to appoint a certain period for the reſtitutions and evacuations to be 
made by each of the high contracting parties, it is agreed, that the King of Great Britain ſhall 
cauſe Eaſt Florida to be evacuated three months after the ratification of the preſent treaty, or 

ſooner if it can be done. The King of Great Britain ſhall, in Iixe manner, enter again into 
poſſeſſion of the iſlands of Providence, and the Bahamas, without exception, in the ſpace of 
three months after the ratification of the preſent treaty, or ſooner if it can be dene. In con- 
ſequence whereof, the neceſſary orders ſhall be ſent by each of the high contracting parties, 
with reciprocal paſſports for the ſhips which ſhall carry them, immediately after the ratification 
of the preſent treaty. ' dl en eee OE MR | 


* 


KI. Their Britannic and Catholic Majeſties promiſe to obſerve ſincerely, and bond fide, 
all the articles contained and eſtabliſhed in the preſent treaty ; and they will not ſuffer the ſame 
to be infringed, directly or indirectly, by their reſpective ſubjeQs: and the ſaid high * 
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A ns ing parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally oy the Apen of . the pre- RW. boſe” 
ſent treat. Nenn 4 $i * 1 
« XII. The ſolemn ratifoations of the preſent wrenty, 8 in good and due form, ſhall Nr 
de exchanged in this city of Verſailles, between the high contracting parties, in the ſpace of n 
one month, or ſooner if poſſible, to be computed from the day of the ſignature of the preſent 
treaty, In witneſs whereof, we, the under-written ambaſſadors extraordinary and miniſters 2 TY 


plenipotentiary, have ſigned with our hands, and their names, and by virtue of our reſpective 
full powers, the i definitive ehr and have cauſed the ſeals of our arms to. be affixed. 
thereto. 

Done at Vertailles, the third 5 of September, 1783. | 
& (L. S.) LE ComTE DAR AND A. 
(L. S.) MaxchESTER.“ 
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ei The new ſtate in which commerce may perhaps be found, in all parts of the world, will 
demand reviſions and explanations of the ſubſiſting treaties; but an entire abrogation of thoſe 
. treaties, in Whatever period it might be, would throw commerce into ſuch confuſion as would 
be of infinite prejudice to it. 
In ſome of the treaties of this ſort there are not only articles which relate merely to com 
mer ce, but many others which inſure reciprocally, to the reſpective ſubjects, privileges, faci- 
lities for conducting their affairs, perſonal protections, and other advantages, which are not, 
and which ought not to be of a changeable nature, ſuch as the regulations relating merely to 
the value of goods and merchandize, variable from circumſtances of every kind. 

When therefore the ſtate of the trade between the two nations ſhall” be treated upon, it is 
requiſite to. be underſtood, that the alterations which may be made in the ſubfi ſting treaties 
are to.extend only to arrangements merely commercial ; and that the privileges and advantages 
mutual and particular, be not only preſerved on each ſide, but even augmented, if it can 
be done. 

IIn this view, his Majeſty has conſented to the appointment of commiſſaries, on each. 
fide, who ſhall treat ſolely upon this object. 
Done at Verſailles, the third of September, 1783- 
Eh $) MaxcnzsTER.” 


COUNTER- DECLARATION. 


„ The Catholic King, in propoſing new arrangements of commerce, has had no other de- 
Gen than to remedy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever may be de- 
fective in preceding treaties of commerce. The King of Great Britain may judge from thence, 
that the intention of his Catholic Majeſty i is not in any manner to cancel all the ſtipulations 
contained in the above-mentioned. treaties ; he declares, on the contrary, from henceforth, 

| that he is diſpoſed to maintain all the. privileges, facilities, and advantages, expreſſed i in the 
old treaties, as far as they ſhall be reciprocal, or compenſated by equivalent advantages. It is | = 
to attain this end, defired on each ſide, . that commiſſaties are to be named to treat upon the 1 
ſtate of trade between the two nations, and that a conſiderable ſpace of time is to be allowed 1 
for compleating their work. His Catholic Majeſty hopes that this object will be purſued with 
the ſame good faith, and with the ſame ſpirit of conculintion,. which' have preſided over the 
diſcuſſion 


4783 diſcuſſion of all the other points included in the definitive treaty; 
._ equally confident, that the reſpective commiſſaries will employ the utmoſt diligence for the 
completion of this important work. 2 8 


4 1 n ry 4 
* * ==, oy * * 
* $* 5 
4 * * 


4 — 1 
, | * a 
4 * - 


£2 » ' 


AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGTCAL DEbYcerroON. 


Done at Verſailles, the third of September, 17 . 
| | | . | on L. 8.) LE Comte D'ARANp A. | 


The definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendſhip between his Britannic Moajefly and the 

| A United States of America. 
Article I. His Britannic Majeſty acknowledges the ſaid United States, viz, New Hamp. 
ſhire, Maſſachuſets Bay, Rhode Iſland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York 

New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia, to be free, ſovereign, and independent ſtates ; that he treats with them as ſuch . 
and for himſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, relinquithes all claims to the government, propriety, 
and territorial rights of the ſame, and every part thereof. ' 


„II. And that all diſputes which might ariſe in future on the ſubject of the boundaries of 2 


of the ſaid United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the 
following are, and ſhall be, their boundaries, viz. from the north-weſt angle of Nova 
Scotia, to that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north, from the ſource of 
St. Croix river to the Highlands, along the ſaid Highlands, which divide thoſe rivers that 
empty themſelves into the river St. Laurence,—from. thoſe which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the north weſternmoſt head of Connecticut river, —thence down along the middle 
of that river, to the 45th degree of north latitude, - from thence by a line due weſt on that 
| latitude, until it ſtrikes the river Iroquois or Cateraquy,—thence along the middle of the faid 
river into the lake Ontario, through the middle of that lake, until it ſtrikes the communication 
between the ſaid lake and the lake Erie, —thence along the middle of that communication into 
lake Erie, through the middle of the ſaid lake, until it arrives at the water communication 
between that lake and Lake Huron,—thence along the middle of the ſaid water communica- 
tion, —thence through the middle of the ſaid lake to the water communication between that 
lake and Lake Superior, —thence through Lake Superior, northward of the ifles Royal and 


Phillipeaux, to the Long Lake,—thence through the middle of the faid Long Lake, and the 3 
water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of the Woods, — W 


thence through the ſaid Lake to the moſt north-weſtern point of it ; and from thence, ina due 
weſt courſe, to the river Miſſiſſippi, -thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the ſad 
river Miſſiſſippi, until it ſhall interſe& the northernmoſt part of the 31ſt degree of north lati- 
tude,—South, by a line to be drawn due eaſt, from the determination of the line laſt-· mention- 
ed, in the latitude of 31 degrees north of the Equator, to the middle of the rivet Apalachicola, 
or Catahouche,—thence along the middle thereof, to its junction with the river Flint, 
thence ftrait to the head of St. Mary's River, and thence down along the middle of St Mary's 
River to the Atlantic Ocean.—Eaſt, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river df. 
Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its ſource ; and from its ſource, directly north 


to the ſaid Highlands, which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from thoſe 


which fall into the river St. Laurence; comprehending all iſlands within 20 leagues of my part 
of the ſhores of the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due eaſt from the 


points where the ſaid boundaries, between Nova Scotia on the one part, and Eaft _— 
; 3 ; 


an His id Majety is 
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© :0ands as nο arsoritierftefbretuve been withinithe limits of tho aid province of Nova. Scotia, 


Ma Tedviagretdl” thag thefptople'of rhe United: States: (Hall: continue to enjoy, unmoleſt- 
ws ed, tie righævo take fehl of erer k IAνον tlie grand bank, and on all the other banks of New- 
"Y foundland: Aſo in tue gulpk of St Lawrefice,” and at all otlier places in the ſex where the in- 
phbubitants of bottiieountries uſed at auy time heretofore to fiſi. And alſo that the inliabitants 


— 


of the United States ſhall have liberty to tale fiſh of every kind on ſuch part of the coaſt of 


Newfoundland as Britiſi fiſherm luſt ( But not to dry or cure the ſame on that iſland) and 


alſo on the evaſts, Bays, and erveks ofalFotheresf his Britannie Majeſty's domi nions in Ame 
ita; andahat the meriean fiſhermon ſhall have liberty to dry and cute fiſii in any of the un- 


ſeitled bays harbours and erecks f Noyy Sorin, Magdalen Iſlands, and Labrador, fo long 
as the ſam ſllalb remain unſettied but i ſo ſobn as the ſame, or either of them, ſſiall be ſettled, 
it ſhall not be lawful fbr the ſaid fiſſlermem to dry or cure fiſſi at ſuch ſettlement without a 
previous agreement fot᷑ that purpeſe with the inhabitants, proprietors, ot poſſoſſors of the ground. 
„IV. It is agreed; that ereditots: on eitket fide: ſhall meet witk no lawful impediment to 
the recovery of the full value im ſterling money, of all bond fide-debts-lieretofore contracted. | 
* V. It is agreed that the Congreſs ſhall earneſtly recommend it to the legiſlatures of the 
reſpectivs ſates;- to provide for the reſtitution of all eſtates, rights, and properties, which have 
been confiſcated, belonging to real Britiſſ ſubjects, and alſo of the eſtates, rights and properties of 
perſons reſident in diſtricts in the poſſeſſion of his Majeſty's arms, and who have not borne arms 
againſt the aid' United States · and that perſons of any other deſcription ſhall have free liberty 
to go to any part. of purts of any of the Thirteen United States, and therein to remain twelve 
months unmoleſted in · their endtavours to obtain the reſtitution of ſuch of their eſtates, rights, 
and properties, as may have been confiſcated: and that Congreſs ſhall alſo earneſtly recom- 
mend to the ſevotul ftates,- a reconfiderttion and reviſion of all acts or laws regarding the pre- 
miſes, fo as to render the ſaid las or acs perfectly conſiſtent not only with juſtice and equity, 


but with that ſpirit: of con eiliation which, on the return of the bleſſiugs of peace, ſhould uni- 


verſally prevail. And that Congreſs ſhall alſo earneſtly recommend to the ſeveral ſtates, that 
the eſlates, rights, and properties, of ſucli laſt- mentioned perſons ſhall-be reſtored to them, 
they rofunding to any perſons who may be now in poſſeſſion of the bend fide price (where any 
has been given) which duch perſons may have eee mt of tlie + nine rights, 
or properties ſince the'confiſcations:/- f 

And it18!agreed,. that all perſons who ee any inteen in confiſcated lands, cher by 
debts, marriage ſettlements, or e Hall nene mne W 
cution of their juſt rights 

VI. Thatithere'ſhall be no N nor any bench een cod 
againſt any perſos or perſons; for or by reaſon: of the part wWhieh he or they may hu taken 


in the preſent way 3- and that no perſon ſliallʒ on/thavacebunt} ſuffer any furtlier loſs or damage 


either in his perſon; Hberty, or property; andi that thoſe-who-may be infconfinemention ſuch 
charges at the time of the ratification of the treaty in une nnen ſet at 
liberty, and the proſtoutious ſo commenced be diſcontiu edle 10 


„VII. There'ſhall bea firm and perpetual peace between his Britannie Majeſty and the 


ſaid States, and between the ſubjects of the one and the citizens of the other; Wherefbre, all 


hoſtilities, both by ſea and land, ſhall' from hereeförtii ecaſe: all-prifoners:ow both ſides ſhall 


be ſet at liberty, and his Britannic Majeſty ſhall, with all convenient ſpeed, and without 
Vor. IV. 38 | cauſing 
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1783 Sandor any deſtrud ion, or carrying a2 Ynegtogs, 0 other property 
inhabitants, withdraw all his armies; 1 and fleets, — U wary Amerie 
from every. port, place, and harbour within the ſame leaving i 1 
can artillery-that may be therein g and {ball alſo, onlet add cauſe all — -tecorg 3 
and papers, belonging to any of the ſaid; States, or. theirigitizens, which in the - ” * 
war may have fallen into the hands of his, officers, to be forthwith reſlared and aer of the 
proper ſtates and perſons to whom they belong ang Vn cnnnZ Lov N to the 
46, VIH. The navigation of the river Miſſiſſippi, From. its. ſource the em. th all for "UM 
. remain free and open to the iubjets, of Great Nritain, and the citizens of the United State. 
8 
IX. In eaſe it ſhould ſo happen, that any place or territory belonging to Great Brita: 
or to the United. States, ſhould have bean conquered by the arms of either . ons 
before the arrival of the ſaid proviſional, articles) in, America, it is agreed, that the wa ak 
de reſtored without difficulty, and without requiring any-compenſation, .. . 
X. The ſolemn ratifications of the preſent treaty, expedited in good 2 8 Ro hall 
be exchanged between the contracting parties in the, ſpace of fix OR: or ſooner if poſſible 
to be computed from the day of the ſignature of the preſent treae. 8 

In witneſs whereof, we, the under-ſigned, their miniſters 1 . in their 
name, and in virtue of our full powers, ſigned with our hands n e en treaty 
and cauſed the ſeals of our arms to be affixed thereto, © oo. : 

“Done at Patt this third day „Ebner. 1783; n rinnt 
| 1G; 10 she 1s th (l. 80 D. Aan man 
PF: 15 * (L. S.) Jonx Ap Aus. 
(L. S.) B. FRAXRkLINV. 
„. S. M Jenn Ia? 

The desnitine treaty with the States General of the United, Provinces of the Low * 
tries, was not ſigned till the month of May in the ſucceeding yea. 

The peace was proclaimed; at London on the n of; ee in this 58 with all 
the uſual ſolemnities. 

On the eleventh of November the two Houſes of e met ** the Ache buſi- 
neſs, when the ſpeech from the throne informed them concerning, the ſtate of- the treaties of 
peace, and the happy proſpect there was, that the ſeveral parties to thoſe treaties would concur 
with the King in his inclination to keep the calamities of war at a diſtance. The reaſon of 
their being called together after fuch a ſhort receſs was then explained : the ſituation of the 

Eaſt India Company was repreſented as claiming their utmoſt exertions, and the providing for 
the ſecurity and increaſe of the revenue, by the ſuppreſſion of the illicit trade, was ſtrongly re- 
commended. The Houſe of Commons was informed, that the reductions which had been 
made in the naval and military eſtabliſhments were brought as low as prudence. would admit, 
and that it was not doubted but the fortitude which had hitherto ſupported,the- -nation under ſo 
many difficulties, would make her bear with chearfulneſs the burthens Which the preſent ex- 
jigencies would require, and which were neceſſary for the full ſupport of the national credit.— 
The ſpeech concluded with recommending temper and moderation in all their deliberations, 
and with hoping, that, as in many reſpects our ſituation was new, their counſels would pro- 
vide what that fituation called for, and that their wiſdom n On Permaneney 10 Whatever 
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7 The affafts ef he af Hui Company were, at this time, in ſuch à ſituation as tb detwattd 
ſome immedlate as well as effecuul regulations, and the preſent adminiſtration were determin- 
ed to provide them. Mr. Fox, accordipgly, on the 18th of November, moved for leaye to 
bring in a bill for veſting the affairs of the Eaſt India eee in ne app 1 certain com- 
qi foners; Terxthe benefit of the proprietors and the public. r 
It was, Perhaps, impoſfible for a ſubject of greater dignity and . obe brought under 
me inſpection of Parliament: it involved a principal ſource of our commerce and opulence : 
it was intimate onnected wich the honour and fair fame of the Britiſh nation, and was preg- | 
Kant witk bapfgineſs oro miſery to 30, oo, oo of people. The patronage and the wealth of h 
- Tadia-fnightid foSdtconfſideredias a cntinual ſource of influence and corruption, and if placed \ 
without controul, —_— r to overturn that ang of the N e e on E our 
„ Ubertzes pen bt of od tee Heck 16. e. not12q e 
he dall for veſtinng the ebe tice Melvin; was ating with a ſocbnd bill, 
me profefle@oVje@af which-was,; the precluding all kinds of apap non rote Proceed- 
ings from the adminiſtration of the territorial poſſeſſions &ke. 
As theſertoo bills embrate ſuch an important object, occaſioned tolles national NE, and 
met with fuelv an re rden nee inſert abſtracts of n 17790 


rech 4 2-201 
ABSTRACT: Off a BILL, for veſtivg — Affairs of the m TT 1 in n the Hands 
of certain Commiſſioners for the Benefit of the Proprietors and the Public. 


« Whereas great diforders have prevailed and do ſtill increaſe in the management of the 
territorial poſſeſſions, revenues, and commerce of this kingdom in the Eaſt Indies, diminiſh- 
ig the-proſperity.of the natives, and impairing, and threatening with utter ruin, the 3 
intereſts of this nation in that country. 
10 — an rere and e 5, of the ane direQtor _ proprietor be ſuſ- 
ended. 2 K 
f 6 That William Earl F [tzwilliam, the Right Honourable Frederic, Montagu, "<2 I 
Viſcount Lewiſham, the Honourable George Auguſtus North, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. 
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. and Robert (itegory, Eſq. be conſtituted: Directors, with the ſeveral 
powers of the former court of directors and general court of proprietor s. 
That the above directors immediately enter into poſſeſſion of all lands, tenements, books, 
records, veſſels, goods, money,” and ſecurities, in truſt for the Company. 
„That Thomas Cheap, George Cuming, Richard Hall, John Harriſon, Joſeph W 
John Michie; John Smith, George Tatem, and James Moffat, Eſquires, proprietors each of 
them of 2, pol. Company's ſtock at leaſt, be aſſiſtant * aeg 2 the 
principal directors. b 
That any vacancy in the board of directors be filled by his Majeſty, auer 1 Mis ſign 
manual, within twenty days. 
That any vacancy in the board af aſſiſtant Poa be filled by the majority of * 
etors, qualified as formerly, not by ballot, but in an open court. 3117 9 10 
« That any five of the directors be empowered to temove any of. the „ae directors, 
entering in their journals their reaſons for the removal. 5 
©« That William Earl Fitzwilliam be chairman of the boned: of diodes. and. the Right 
Honourable Frederic Montagu be deputy- chairman, with the reverſion of the chair: future 
vacancies in theſe offices to be fl by the election of the directors. 
oy 3 8 2 


— 


6 „ That 
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- adjourn their meetings as they ſhall 4binkiproper, ©. 
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Phat the chairman, or in his abſence the deputy chairmant tmve power to ſumm 


extraordinary meeting of the board, and to propoſe the huſineſs to be & 
Eft. conſit 
the privilege of a caſting voice ; the majerity of *he eb Neuen being == 


journals «their reaſons:for theirwote, - Fas Wt 510 li i: een Yo eie 
That no per ſon concerned imany mercantite manner with ds aenpey, 1 
« That no-perſon charged with corrupt practice, peeulation;10r-0ppreſion in gs "FOR 
two years before the time of his nomination, cuntil-the:direttors;)or-thice; af ham, ſhall have 
examined into and acquitted him uf che charpe. 511270 od Tra: rh 45645 199 o 
That no perſon who has been, or ſhall hereafter be, in the Company s ſervice. in India, 
until two years from qis return be elapſed, be capable of being artireftor, or affiſtant director. 
That che directors, onde 1 amen nen lay, before the amm jp oprietors 


an exact ſtate of their accounts. „o GODS nitths ir mf 1 

4 That the directors, within 4wenty: ape erde e — ſeſſion of Par- 
liament, lay before the commiſſioners of the-tteafory, tobe ſubmitted to both heuſes of Par- 
liament, an accurate ſtate of their accounts and eſtabliſhments, 

„That the directors have full powers to remove, n be, Nef an Rica, 
civil or military, in the company's ſervice. 

That every charge of peculation, uſury, receipt eee . of orders, 


tranſmitted to the directors, be examined by them within twenty days, and af they ſhall not 
think proper to recal, or order a proſecution againſt the perſon ſo r- ner enter 


in their journals his reaſons for declining thoſe ſteps. 


Fhat the directors, before they confirm the 5 — * al ike depar- 
ture from Great Britain for India of any perſon againſt whom any ſuch charge has been made, 
make a full examination into the ſubject of the charge, and enter N r their journals their 
reaſons for not attending to it. 

That in caſe of any difference between . ar and conticilef. Bengal, or 
between any of the preſidents and their councils; or between the government of one ſettlement 
and the government of another, the directors enter into an examination of the: difference with- 
in twenty days, and within three months either come to a definitive deciſion, or der upon 
their journals their reaſons for not coming to ſuch a deciſion. | 

& That in cafe of any queſtion ſubmitted to the directors by any of the pref 0 India, 


the directors return an anſwer to the queſtion within three months, eee e 


the reaſons of their delay. 
4 That, in cafe of any breach of treaty, injury, or grievance, — ad any Prince 


in India, complained of, or otherwiſe coming to the knowledge of the directors, the directors 


enquire into ſuch injury as ſpeedily as may be, begin'their examination-by confidering the trea- 
ties or orders of the former directors and court of proprietors, and do complete juſtice to ſuch 


Prince on every material article of complaint, oy not vo the ee e p 


«« That three of the directors form a board. 

That the correſpondence of the directors be ggned by their ae! en? 

That the directors and aſſiſtant directors, be incapable of holding any office in Ae om- 
pany's ſervice, or any place of profit from the crown during pleaſure. 


3 


66 . That 


ener enn or e o . ** 30 


p. 
wry That it be awful for hie Mejeſiy to romove-any-of” an: direforzcor aſfitant direQors, 
upon an addreſs from either Houſe of Parliament, 15 


«« That any director hereafter to be RET Fe his Majeſty be not dialed from fitting 


in the Houſe of Commons. g ttt y; 


That the aſſiſtant directors receive from the company « dear yearly flary of 5601 
66 Tas 510 a: continue in force 1 ane 5 iber 


Abd of s Bill aan che TR UI Ic FUR Territodial rode dong and 
Dioependencies in India. 


60 Whereas 3 diſorders have prevailed in the government of the Britiſh Belt Indies, and 
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oY the laws and lawful authority of this kingdom, ye not been en by the ſervants of 
5 the Eaſt India Company. | 
8 + That no authority is, or was intended to de ned by an att of the 110 of Geo, III. 


* 


(Lord North's Eaſt India bill) or by any other act to the governor general and council of 

Bengal, or any other perſon, excmpting them from a ſtrift obedience to the orders of the late 

coutt of directors, or the future orders of the commiſſioners, named, inſtead of chat N in 
| an act of this ſeſſion of Parliament. 

That the orders of the late court of directors be conſidered as rules for the condukt of the 

Company“ 8 ſervants, until notice mall be given by the commiſſioners of = Alteration or 

repeal. 

« That the reſtrictions and proviſions of the act 13th Geo. III. were not intended, and are 
hereby expreſsly declared not to be confined to the forts, faftories, and other ſubordinate places 
in the ſettlement of Fort William, but extend to all ordinances iſſued by the governor general 
and council of Fort William. 

That an abſtract of ſuch ordinances be enen and affixed in the Perſian and Hindoſtan 
languages, in every provincial court in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa, or in the 
territory to which they relate. 

„That the powers of the governor general and council, or of any preſident and council, be 

8 incapable of being delegated, and that no proceedings in the execution of any ſpecial commiſ— 
I fion be finally approved, until a full report, (accompanied with nene be made to the 
governor general and council, or prefident and council. ; 
„That all communications of any native Prince or his agent, or any Britiſh reſident, or 
ſubordinate ſettlement, or collector of revenue, ſhall be addreſſed to the governor general and 
council, or preſident and council, and _ ſuch ahn however 3 be laid 
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f That the governor general or 5 may adjourn the confideration 'of any queſtion in 
5 the reſpective councils for the ſpace of fach queſtions not to be adjourned 
i oftner than | ; 


„ 
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That the governor genera] and councH, or preſident and council, ſhall not re any 
territory, or accept any /acquifition. - 


That the governor general and council do not invade ms © Ub f any independent 


: Prince, until a majority in council, in minutes ſubſcribed by each member compoſing the 
: majority, ſhall declare that ſuch Prince is about to attack the territory of ip Same or their 
2 dependencies. If 10972 


R 5 
| Fu \ | SY : 
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1 14183. „ Tbat the governot generalapd;council; onprefident 1 council, do not. 
for the purpoſe of dividing or ſharing any territory. 


„ That; the governor general and cpuncil,..or Pete and council, do aut hire o out 
part of the Company s troops to any independent Printe. lo $94 42 
That the governor general and cooneil, wn preſident andicoungil3 de ot appoint to an 
. office any perſon removed from any office for miſdemeano . Lid rd 4 

«© That the governor general and council, or preſident and dener or any collector of 
revenue, or member of any ſubordinate ſettlement, do not let out to hire any farm, or other 
thing, to any ſervant of any perſon in the civil ſervice of the Company; the profits of all con. 

| tracts, contrary to this clauſe, to be recoverable from the Hrincipal, 15913 


fort any ln 


351215 0107} Abus oﬆ no 


g £69100 37 


| 15 1 „% That all monopolies i in India be void. Gn edt 10 iodios Iatesl bar Wil ad: 

| 46. That no debt or balance exceeding in conſequence: of * es for 
| Any purchaſe, be recoverable after the e of dat a6EW1D (© * n ene impriſoned 
| | for ſuch debt. | 10 (U 


2 1404 Bey t) 
| That, whereas by the 46 13th Geo. IL, i it is ES That, ovary illegal preſent be 


deemed to have been received for the uſe of the Company, and whereas that proviſion has been 
attended with inconvenience; that every ſuch preſent, if the ſame be not corruptly given, to 


obtain any place or other object, to which the _ giving the ſame ſhall not iel be 
returned, and be recoverable by Aion, 30 fla 2211021 


# 4 


8 | 
« That in caſe the perſon giving ſuch preſent, © or r the Company do not foe for the ſame 
within months, the ſame be recoverable hy any perſon for his ſole uſe and benefit. 

That if any perſon be convicted in any of the courts in India of receiving any ant 
contrary to the act 13th Geo. III. ſuch perſon ſhall thereupon | 

+ That all lands and tenements, not in the actual occupation of the Cs. c or hs them 

farmed out, be deemed to be the eſtate and inheritance of the native landholders and families, 

; . unleſs diſpoſſeſſed by the judgment of ſome competent court for ſome crime; or iſemranor 
or non-payment of their rent, | | 

That the rent paid by the landholders GUN — the year 3 thall 1 not be 

Aid Altered or increaſed. 

That the governor zeneral and council may 1 any landbolder diſpaſſeſſed of his ter- 
ritory ; ; ſubje& nevertheleſs to ſuch leaſes as ſhall have been made before the 

and if the landholder ſhall have quitted his territory upon condition of receiving any, .penſion, 

and ſhall prefer ſuch penſion, that the ſame upon no account be diſcontinued, . 

E That no Princes engaged to keep up a body of troops for the ſervice of the . or 
to pay any body of Engliſh troops, or to pay any tribute for the protoftign of the Company, 
be moleſted in the enjoyment of their rights. 

That all perſons be amenable to the commiſſioners, and to all courts of juſtice of compe- 
tent juriſdiction to try offences committed in India, for offences committed in the territories 
of any protected Prince. TY 

© That no ſervant of the Company, or of his Majeſty, take upon himſelf to collect or farm 

the revenues of any ꝓrotected Prince. 
AY 1 That, if any ſervant of the Company ſhall Fools. the territories ; of any independent 
fe Pri ince, without written orders from the governor ger Heap and council, ſuch REP upon con- 


viction thereof be 
F 40 That 
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That no protected Prince have any other Prince dependent upon him, any farther than 


ſuch Prince ſhall have ſtood bound to him befote the year ; the troops of theſe laſt 
not to be required without the ben * the b * and council, or Oe" and 


council. . » £ F107 ' - 3Y 


« That the Factetiien of the pts 684 Princes ſhall not be altered or diſpoſed of by will 


contrary to the laws of the country and the faith of treaties. 


„That the protected Princes do not farm any lands of the Fee 

That no protected Prince be permitted to reſide for more than 1 r 24h in 
any of the Company's ſettlements, unleſs being expelled from his dominions. : | 

« That no ſervant of the Company have any pecuniary tranſactions with any protected 
prince; all ſuch tranſact ions to be | and any Ie convicted of ſuch waſaction 
to be | 

„That no protected Prince N or increaſe the rent of any Zemindar beyond what was 
paid in the year. | | | 

« That all Zemindars ſo diſpoſſeſſed ſhall be reſtored. | 

« That the Nabob of Arcot, the Rajah'of Tanjour, or any other protected Prince, do not 
mortgage any land to any Britiſh ſubject; ſuch mortgages to be and their 
produce recoverable by action. 

That no money be received upon account i any debts from any protected Prince, except 
ſuch as were conſolidated 1n the year. | 
pearing to the commiſhoners to have been contracted in ſome open and avowed courſe of trade, 
and not as the reward of any ſervice, or for any other matter prohibited by law, or by the 
future orders of the commiſſioners; the evidence in ſupport of the debt to be entered in the 
journals of the commiſſioners. 

That the diſputes between the Nabob of Arcot, and the Rajah of Tanjour, be amines 
and adjuſted by the commiſſioners as ſoon as may be, according to the principles of the treaty 
of 1762, the orders of the directors to George Lord'Pigot, -and the arrangements of org 
Lord Pigot. ; | 

That the commiſſioners tranſmit to the governor general and council, or to the prefident 
and council of Fort St. George, or to ſuch perſons as they ſhall ſpecially appoint, full orders 
for terminating the ſaid diſputes; for examining the preſent ſtate of the affairs, revenues and 


debts of the ſaid Princes; and the claims of Britiſh ſubjects upon them; for making an im- 


mediate report to the commiſſioners ; for adopting or ſuggeſting ſuch means for the liquidation 
of the bond fide debts, as ſhall be conſiſtent with juſtice to the creditors and the ſervice of the 
Company, and ſhall occaſion the leaſt inconvenience. to theſe Princes; and for making an im- 
mediate report of their proceeding to the commiſhoners. 

That all Polygars diſpoſſeſſed fince the year 
they were liable to pay immediately before. 

That whereas diſputes have ariſen reſpecting the extent of the controling power ren by 
the act 13th Geo. III. to the governor general and council over the preſidencies of Madras, 
Bombay, and Bencoolen, in matters of war, peace and treaties, the ſaid power do extend to all 
matters, directly or indireQly tending to the commencement of hoſtilities; the governor ge- 
neral and council to enter upon their minutes their reaſons for treating any proceeding as con- 


be reſtored at the ſame rent as: 


trary to this declaration; and the prefidencies, in caſe. of any doubt, to ſubmit to the acts of 


the governor general and council, and to lay the caſe before the commiſſioners. l 
0 That 


without being firſt examined, and ap- 
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. Thatiit, be/Jawful fur the proficiency af Bombay," zu cafe of war or the darigt ein 
the north-weſt and weſtern coaſts/ of India, orini the tertitories off the Mabiattas; ide 


any treaty; truce; ort alliance th any nmive Prince; the prefidency to inſert in ſuch treaty a 


proviſion, that the ſame ſhall be null and void, unleſs ratified within a limited time b th 
governorcgeneraband” council; to enter upon tlieit minutes the reaſbns of their led en 
vouchers, to tranſmit to the governo generab and cbundil; and to tho commiſſioners; and to 
obey the orders of the governor general until they ſhalb be altered by the commiffioners 
That the preſidenoy of Madras have the like power, irt caſt df war or the dangers if war, 


on the coaſt. of Coromandel, or fem toe on tlie coaſt of Malabar 


Fhat no ſervant of the Company, or agent of any protected Prince, be capable of fitting 
in the Houſe of Commons; ſuch perſons actually members of the Houſe of Commons to ſit 


during the remainder of the preſent Parliament. 0 | 
** That no perſon having been in the ſervice of the:Company, ſhall be capable of fitting in 


the Houſe of Commons within after his return, or whilſt any public proſecution 
is depending againſt him for any offences alleged to ave been committed while be was in that 


ſervice; ſuch proſecutions to be commenced: within after his return, and to be 


determined within „ unleſs the delay be at the requeſt; or through the default of the 


party proſecuted. | F 

„That all offences againſt this act may be proſecuted in the Supreme Court at Calcutta, in 
the Mayor's courts, in the court ' of King's- bench, or in any other court; ſpecially to be inſti- 
tuted for this purpoſe ; the powers given to the court of King's bench by the act 13th Geo. III. 
to extend to offences againſt this act; and in all caſes where the puniſhment is not herein ap- 


pointed, the court is to impoſe, at their diſcretion, any fine not exceeding 


or impriſonment not exceeding or the incapacity of ſerving the Company.” 


The arguments in fayour of the ſyſtem of regulation to be formed by theſe bills; aroſe prin- 


eipally from two ſources, the various and general abuſes which had prevailed in the govern- 


mentit propoſed to model anew, and the diſtreſſed and involved ſtate of the Eaſt. India Com- 


pany's finances. The ſituation of the latter became the firſt ſubje& of conſideration. In the 
courſe. of the preceding year the Company had applied to Parliament for leave to borrow 
500,000], upon bonds; they had alſo petitioned for 300, oool. in Exchequer bills, and for the 
fuſpenſion · of a demand upon them on the part of Government for 700, . due for cuſtoms. 
As a check on the further enereaſe of their debts, they were bound; by an act of Parliament, 


not to accept bills, drawn in India, beyond the amount of 300, oool. without the permiſſion 


of the Lords of the Treaſury; and an application had been made for that purpoſe, as hills were 


at this period coming over from Bengal for acceptance, to the amount of upwards of two 


hand towards paying this immenſe ſum, to the amount of about 3 200, 0. The reſul 


millions ſterling. Such was the ſituation of the Company at this important criſis. If the 
Company did not receive an adequate aſſiſtance, inevitable ruin was the attendant conſequence; 
and the bankruptcy of a body of merchants ſo extenſive in their concerns and of ſuclyimport- 
ance in the opinion of all Europe, muſt neceſſarily give a very alarming blow to our national 
credit. On the other hand, though it was abſolutely neceſſary to permit tlie acteptance of 
theſe bills, it would have been a meaſure deſerving the ſevereſt cenſure, if ihe public faith had 
been pledged for their payment, without a previous examination into the affairs of the Com- 
pany, and forming ſome plan for reforming their conſtitutions Their actual debt was aſſert- 


ed by Mr. Fox, the oſtenſible framer of theſe bills, to be 11, 2005 0l. and: they” had ſtock 8 
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oy this compariſon was. a balance of 8,909; 0001. ¶ a ſum ſo immenſe, when is with the 


apitel of the proprietors, as to be a very natural cauſe of public alarm... N 
In oppoſition to this argument, it was averred, that the foregoing ſtatement was, abſolutely 


| falſe; and another account was preſented to the Houſe by the Court of Directors, in which 


there appeared a balance in favour of the Company of near, 4,000,000l—This extraordinary 


difference in the two accounts, may be eaſily reconciled from the different principles on which 


they were adjuſted... In the ſtatement of the directors, every ſpecies of the Company's property 


was brought into the account, and a balance ſtruck on the ſuppoſition of its being at that mo- 


ment diſſolved: in the other, ſuch parts of their ſtock only were carried to their credit as 
could be diſpoſed of, leaving them ſtill in a condition to continue their trade, which it was 
the apparent object of the bill to enable them to do. 
On the ſubject of abuſes that prevailed in the government of lb the er of the two 
Indian committees gave an horrid detail; which, from its length, we cannot adopt, and, from 
its circumſtances, we are glad to paſs over, without being obliged to deſcribe them. 

Theſe abuſes in India related, firſt, to the independent powers in that country, and v were 


repreſented to conſiſt of extravagant projects, and expenſive wars, entered into by the Company 


for the purpoſe of extending their dominions; of their violations of treaties, - their breaches 
of faith, — the ſale of the Company's authority and aſſiſtance, i in ſupport. of the ambition, rapa- 
city, and cruelty of others, as well as the. betraying every prince, without exception, with 
whom they had formed any connection in India. 

Secondly, The ſtates in alliance with, or dependent o on ns, were repreſented as being, and 


having been ſubjeCt to a very ruinous and corrupt interference in their internal government; 


that their rights were invaded, exorbitant aids and tribute unjuſtly exacted, and the moſt fla- 
grant peculations committed, as well as ravages perpetrated, by the civil and military ſervants 
of the Company : and, Y | 

Thirdly, With reſpect to the management of the countries under the immediate dominion 
of the Company, it was ſtated, that the conduct of its governors and inferior officers appeared 
to have but one object, the tranſmiſſion of wealth from India to Great Britain, With this 
view, monopolies had at one time been eſtabliſhed, not only of every article of trade, but even 
of the neceſſaries of life: at another, the privilege of pre-emption was ſecured to the Company ; 
and theſe were followed by partial and arbitrary preferences, not leſs ruinous in their conſe- 
quences than the former, By ſuch an oppreſſive, and 1mpolitgc conduct, the merchants and 
bankers of India, many of whom, in point of credit and extenſive dealings, were ſcarcely 
equalled by thoſe of the firſt claſs in Europe, were diſabled from continuing their habitual 
career of commercial undertaking; whilſt the native cultivators and manufacturers, from the 
decay of trade, were obliged to be contented with the pittance that was meaſured out to them 


by thoſe who were to profit by their labour. But this was not. all the original evil ex- 


tended itſelf far and wide: the ſervants of the Company adopted the principles of their maſ- 
ters; and letting them in motion, for their own private purpoſes, completed the miſchief, — 
The caſe of the Zemindars, and of the renters under them, was ſtill more deplorable ; and 
theſe ſufferings of the natives under our dominion 1n India, were, with great truth, repreſented 
as being very much aggravated by their excluſion from any ſhare in the expenditures of the 
Company? s government. All the principal collections of the revenue, —all the bonourable,— 

all the lucrative ſituations in the army, —all the ſupplies and contracts, of every kind, were 
ſolely in the hands of the Engliſh ; ſo that the natives, with very few exceptions, were only 
Vor. IV. 3 T employed 
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| Trivia, inſtead of a feſource to the public, were in danger 


from us, or tendered them uſeleſs and burthenſdme to us; that, by wars carried 
| on from cor- 
rupt and xtnbitions motives, and by repeated violations of the moſt ſolemn engagements * 


exaggeration ; but the plea of neceſſity, which the framers of them had undertaken to cftabliſh 


was not more folemnly confirmed. The bill included a confiſcation of the property, and a 


— 
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_ the inferior departments in the revenue. 08 be ae 5 And; is 
On the whole of the article of abuſes, it was infifted, by eee 
- bppreffion, atid cruelty, dictated by an improvident and rapacious policy, bh of jute, ” 


of becoming one of its/greateſt bur. 
ndants, they had cither alienated them 


thens ; that, by the oppreſſion of our allies and depe 


fortign powers, all confidence in Britiſh faith and Juſtice bad Deen oblite 
vernment rendeted odious throughout India: _ _ mo. 


The facts from which theſe conclufioris were drawn, and the deten themſelves, (both 


of which, indeed, wete recorded in the proceedings of the Houſe of Commons) were not 


controverted by thoſe who oppoſed the bills in any other manner than by a general charge of 


* 


on the principle, that theſe abuſes, without a total change of ſyſtem, were utte incurab 
was more ſtrongly contefted. 220 4 


In the courſe of debate, it was frequently ſuggeſted, that a company of merchants was to- 
rally unfit to be truſted with the political government of a diſtant foreign f I or with 
the management of large territorial revenues ; but as this poſition was not generally aſſented 
to, in its whole extent, by either party, the arguments principally inſiſted on, were drawn 
from the peculiar conſtitution and circumſtances of the Company itſelf. | 

The oppoſition to theſe bills was conducted by Mr. William Pitt.— Two obje&ions were 
principally inſiſted on by this gentleman and his ſupporters; the one built upon the infringe- 
ment, or rather anmhilation of the charter of the Company; the other, upon the new and 
unconſtitutional influence the propoſed meaſures were calculated to create. 

India, it is true, faid they, cried aloud for a reform; but not ſach a reform as was now 
propofed : it wanted a conſtitutional, and not a tyrannical alteration, that was contrary to 
every principle of equity and juftice, By the bill in queſtion, an attack was made on the moſt 
ſolemn charters : it aimed a fatal blow at the integrity and the faith of Parliament, and looſened 
every tie by which man was bound to man. This charter did not owe its birth to the fooliſh 
prepoſſeſſion or the mad prodigality of a Plantagenet, a Tudor, or a Stuart; it was a fair pur- 
chaſe from the public, —an equal compact, for TEE advantages, between the proprietors 
and the nation at large. : 

If the principle on which this bill was founded, would be once eftabliſhed, what fecurity 
was there for the other public companies of the kingdom? What ſecurity had the national 
creditors, or the public corporations? Or, indeed, what affurance ſhould we poſſeſs for the 
Great Charter itſelf, the foundation of all our privileges and all our liberties —It would be 
folly in the extreme to ſuppoſe, that the principle, once admitted, would operate only on the 
affairs of the Eaſt India Company; when a bad principle was by any means eſtabliſhed, there 
would never be wanting bad men to extend its effects. 

The charter which gave to the India Company its rights, was conceived in the * 
terms that language could expreſs. It was ſuperior, both in ſtrength and perſpicuity, to that 
of the bank of England. The right by which the King held the ſceptre of Great Britain 


dis franchiſement of the members of the Eaſt India * It required the * to de- 
| liver 
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uz liver up all lands, - tenemenits, houſes, books, -records, charters, inſtruments, veſſels, goods; 


money, and ſcouritics. The power, indeed, wag declared to be created in truſt for the benefit 
of the proprietors ; but in caſe of any, even the moſt daring breach of truſt, to whom could 
an appeal be made Not to the proprietors, but to a majority of either houſe of Parliament. 
which the weakeſt miniſter could not fail to e. with che patronage of above two millions 
Kerling given by this bill. 
| It might be anſwered, on the ſuggeſtion. ak hy: the Sromers at able bill, that it ng not 2 
| bill of disfranchiſement, becauſe it did not take from the proprietors their right to an excluſive 
trade, that this trade was not the only franchiſe of the proprietors. —Lf a franchiſe belonging 
to a freehold was taken away, the property might remain; but, ſurely, the freeholder would 
have a very juſt cauſe of complaint. The caſe was parallel as to India ſtock:—Perſons pol- 
ſeſſed of ſtock to a certain amount, are entitled to vote upon every important queſtion of the 
Company's affairs; and the value of ſtock is enhanced from this privilege : this bill, . there- 
fore, by taking it away, might be charged, in every ſenſe of the word, with disfranchiſing the 
proprietors. 

The bill was atfo confided, by ſome, as pregnant with fatal conſequences, from its ten- 
dency to increaſe the influence. of the crowa ; but it was priacipally objected to from its being 
calculated to create a new, enormous, and unexampled patrenage, which it placed in the hands 
of the miniſter. Mr. Dundas, the late Lord Advocate of Scotland, went ſo far as to accuſe 
Mr. Fox of endeavouring to create a fourth eſtate in the realm, which being poſſeſſed of an 
immenſe patronage, independent of the crown and of Faament, 29 be attended with fatal 
conſequences to the conſtitution of Great Britain. 

Previous to the ſecond reading of the bill, a petition was preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
mons by the directors of the Eaft India Company, and another from the proprietors, repre- 
ſenting the meaſure as ſubverſive of their charter, and operating as a confiſcation of their pro- 
perty, without charging them with any fpecihe delinquency, - without trial, and without con- 
viction; a proceeding wholly contrary to the moſt ſacred privilege of Britiſh ſubjects. They 
therefore prayed, that the acts of delinquency preſumed againſt them, might be flated in wri- 
ting, and a reaſonable time allowed them to deliver in their anſwer ; and that they might be 
heard by themſelves or their counſel againſt the bill. 

In ſhort, this famous bill was attacked and defended with great ſpirit and Flagnence 1 in all 
its ſtages. During the progreſs of it, a petition was preſented by the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council of London to Parliament, praying that it might not paſs into a law. In the 
committee it was determined that the commiſſioners ſhould not be diſqualified from fitting in 
the Houſe of Commons; but the fame privilege wes not extended to the aſſiſtants. On the 
motion of Sir William Dolben, the duration ef the bill was fixed to the term of four years,— 
Bcfides the oppoſition it encountered with regard to its principle, much complaint was made 
of the indecent haſte with which it was carried through the Houſe, It was ſupported, how- 
ever, through all its ſtages, by a very conſiderable majority of members. On the 8th of 
December, the bill paſſed the * on 2 ien of 208 to 10a, and the next day was 
carried up to the Lords. | 

This bill had been carried in the Houſe of Commons by ſoch a commanding majority, as 
not to leave in the minds of its ſupporters the leaſt apprehenſion of the fate which hung over 
it. On the gth of December, Mr. Fox, attended by a great number of members, preſented 
the bill at the bar of the Houſe of Lords. On its firſt reading, a-very powerful oppoſit tion ap- 
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peared to riſe up againſt it. Lord Thurlow expreſſed. himſelf in the moſt decided manner on 
this occaſion: he gave it as his opinion, that the bill was à moſt atrocious violation of private 


property; that it contained powers which touched the deareſt rights of Engliſhmen, and could 


bdgaly be juſtified by the moſt irreſiſtible neceſſity, which ought not to be allowed on the reports 


of a committee, but was of that importance as to demand à full and fair proof, by evidence at 


the bar of the Houſe, The ſecond reading took place on the 1 gth of the ſame month, and 


counſel was heard on the part of the directors and proprietors. On the 15th, à motion was 


of 95 againſt 76. | | hw aft; : 
The fate of this bill involved in it the fate of the adminiſtration that produced it; and, on 
the 18th of December, a new; adminiſtration” was appointed. —Mr. William Pitt was made 


made that the bill be rejected; which, after a very powerful debate, was carried, by a majority 


Firſt Lord of the Treaſury,— Earl Gower Preſident of the Council, —Earl Temple held the 
feals of Secretary of State for a very few days, till Lord Sydney and the Marquis of Carmar- 


then were appointed to receive them, Lord Thurlow was reſtored to the office of Chancellor, 


—the Duke of Rutland was appointed Lord Privy Seal, — Lord Howe Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miraltyy—and the Duke of Richmond Maſter-General of the Ordnance, &c.— On the 26th, 
Parliament was adjourned to the 12th of January, 1784. HE | Wd 

On the 25th of December, the following declaration of his Majeſty-in council concerning 
the commerce of Great Britain with the United States of America, was publiſhed in the 
London Gazette :— | | 5 


4 


At the Court of St. Fames's, the 26th of December, 1783. 
« Whereas, by virtue of an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, entitled, An 
act for preventing certain inſtruments from being required from ſhips belonging to the United 
States of America, and to give to his Majeſty, for a limited time, certain powers, for the bet- 
ter carrying on trade and commerce between the ſubjects of his Majeſty's dominions and the 
inhabitants of the United States, ſeveral orders have been iſſued by his Majeſty at this board, 
for regulating and carrying on the trade and commerce between the ſubjects of his Majeſty's 
dominions and the inhabitants of the United States of America, which orders did expire on 
the 20th day of this inſtant December: and whereas by an act paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of 
Parliament, to continue, for a limited time, the ſaid above recited act, it is enacted, that the 


ſaid act, and all the matters and things therein contained, ſhall continue and be in force until 


the 20th day of April, 1184. —His Majeſty doth thereupon, by and with the advice of his privy 


council, hereby order and declare, that any unmanufactured goods or merchandizes, the im- 


portation of which into this kingdom is not prohibited by law, (except oil) and any pitch, 
tar, turpentine, indigo, maſts, yards, and bow ſprits, being the growth or production of any of 
the United States of America, may (until farther order) be imported directly from thence 
into any of the ports of this kingdom, either in Britiſh or American ſhips, by Britiſh ſubjects, 
or by any of the people inhabiting in and belonging to the ſaid United States, or any of them, 
and may be entered or landed in any port of this kingdom, upon payment of the ſame duties 
as the like ſort of goods or merchandize are or may be ſubje& and: liable to, if imported by 
Britiſh ſubjects, in Britiſh ſhips, from any Britiſh iſland or plantation in America, and no 
other, notwithſtanding” ſach goods or merchandize, or the ſhips in which {the ſame may be 
bronght, may not be accompanied with the certificates or other documents heretofore required 
by law. WE 
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And it is hereby further ordered, that there ſhall be the ſame drawbacks, exemptions, and 
bounties on merchandizes and goods exported from Great Britain into the territories of the 
ſaid United States of America, or any of them, as are or may be allowed by law, upon t the ex- 
portation of the like goods or merchandize to any of the iſlands, plantations, | or colonies, be- 
longing to the crown of Great Britain in America. 0 8 

« And bis Majeſty is hereby further pleaſed pleaſed to order, that any 8 being the 
growth of any of the territories of the ſaid United States of America. may ( until further order) 
be imported directly from thence, in manner above mentioned, and may be landed in this 
kingdom, upon the importer paying down, in ready money, the duty commonly called the old 

ſubſidy, (except ag herein after excepted) ſuch tobacco may be warehouſed under his Majeſty” 8 
locks, upon the importer's on bond for payment of all the further duties due for ſuch to- 


bacco, within the time limited by law, according to the net weight and quantity of ſuch to- 


bacco, at the time it ſhall be ſo landed, with the ſame allowances. for the payment of ſuch fur- 
ther duties, and under the like reſtrictions and regulations, in all other reſpects, not altered by 
this order, as ſuch tobacco i is and may be warehouſed by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament 
in force: but it is his Majeſty” 8 pleaſure, nevertheleſs, that upon the importation of any ſuch 
tobacco into the ports of London, Briſtol, Liverpool, Cowes, Whitehaven, Greenock, and 
Port Glaſgow, or either of them, in the manner herein before expreſſed, the importer ſhall be 
at liberty, until further order, to enter into bond for the payment as well of the duty com- 
monly called the old ſubfidy, or any other of the duties which were formerly payable in ready 
money; and that if any tobacco which has been, or ſhall be ſo imported, during the continu- 
ance of this order, from the territories of the ſaid United States into the ſaid ports of London, 
Briſtol, Liverpool, Cowes, Whitehaven, Greenock, and Port Glaſgow, ſhall be afterwards 
taken, within the time limited, out of the warehouſes wherein the ſame ſhall be ſecured under 
his Majeſty's locks, in manner herein before directed, at either of the above ports, to be ex- 
ported directly from thence, the bonds which have been, or ſhall be entered into, for payment 
of the ſaid duties, ſhall be diſcharged i in the manner directed by the ſeveral acts of Parliament 
in force. 

% And, in 0 to facilitate the carrying trade and commerce between the people and ter- 
ritories belonging to the crown of Great Britain in the Weſt Indies, including in that deſcrip- 
tion, the Bahama iſlands, and the Bermuda or Somer iſlands, and the people and territories be- 
longing to the ſaid United States of America, his Majeſty! is hereby further pleaſed to order, 
that pitch, tar, turpentine, hemp, flax, maſts, yards, and. bowſprits,. ſtaves, heading-boards, 
timber, ſhingles, and all other ſpecies of lumber; horſes, neat cattle, ſheep, hogs, poultry, 
and all other ſpecies of live ſtock and live proviſions; Peas, beans, potatoes, wheat, flour, 
bread, biſcuit, rice, oats, barley, and all other ſpecies of grain, being. the growth or production 
of any of the ſaid United States of America, may (until further order) be imported by Britiſh 
ſubjects, in Britiſh built ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's 8 fubje&s, and navigated according to 
law, from any port of the ſaid United States of America, to any of his Majeſty's Weſt India 
4 the Bahama, iſlands, and the Bermada br Somers iſlands ;. and the rum, ſugar, melaſſes, 
coffe, cocoa-nuts, ginger, and pimento, may (until ſuch order) be exported by Britiſh ſub- 
jects, in Britiſh ſhips, owned by his Majeſty? $ ſubjects, and navigated according to law, from 
any ol the ſaid iſlands, to any port or place within the ſaid. United States, upon the payment 
of the ſame duties on exportation, and ſubje& to the like rules, regulations, ſecurities, and 


kreitrictions, as the ſame articles by law are or may be ſubject and liable if exported to any 


Britiſh 
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'Britifh oolony or plantation in America; and the bonds and ſecurities herer6fore 
be taken for fuch ſhips carrying ſuch goods, ſhall, and may be cancelled and diſcha 
che like certificates as are required by the above recited act, to diſcharge any bonds given in 
Breat Britain for the due landing any other goods in the ſaid United States of America. 
And his Majeſty is hereby further pleaſed to order, with the advice aforeſaid, that the 
Laid ſeveral regulations herein comprized, ſhall, in all reſpects, be extended to ſuch ſhips and 
goods as ſhall have been brought and imported from, or may be entered and ſhipped for ex. 
portation, to any part of the ſaid United States, fince the ſaid 2oth day of this inftant December 
 # And the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, and the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, are to give the neceſſary directions herein, as to them 
may reſpectively appertain. A S᷑rEEREN CorTREL. 5 WY 
The continental coloniſts, when on the eve of a revolt, were convinced that their traffic was 
obviouſly eſſential to the Weſt Indians, and therefore prohibited all commerce between them: 
yet eight years experience hath evinced, that it is poſſible for the Welt Indies to exiſt and to 
proſper, even if the United States were doomed to perpetual fterility. It is the mercantile 
ſpirit which brings the buyers and ſellers of diſtant countries together : merchants are always 
attentive to diſcover the demands of every market, that they may profit by fupplying them,— 
The traders of Great Britain and Ireland ſeized the opportunity which the factious folly of 
the Americans had furniſhed, to reviye and extend the bufineſs that had enriched their 
fathers during happier times. Even during a conſuming war, when vaſt fleets and armies were 
fed beyond the ocean, Great Britain and Ireland ſufficiently ſupplied all thoſe neceſſaries which 
the Weſt Indians did not readily find in their own ceconomy. Their ſuperabundance even 
Furniſhed the army that General Grant conducted to their aid, with ſeveral months proviſions, 
while the fleet ſometimes partook of what the planters had to ſpare.— The following cuſtom- 8 
Houſe entries will ſufficiently ſhew whence that abundance was drawn at the beginning, at the 
middle, and at the end of the war. | | 
Of ſalted proviſions there were exported from England alone, 
Triſh Beef. Iriſh Pork. Engliſh Beef Total Engliſh Bacon. Engliſh Tripe. 
| Barrels. Barrels. and Pork, Barrels, Flitches. Kegs. 
In ts — Tos — 309 = 00 > . 00 
In 1780 — 9,844 — 3,471 — 4,480 — 17,795 — 3369 — 1,582 
In 1383 — 9,848 — 3,059 — 3.619 — 16,5926 — 5,188 — 2,559 
Contraſt with theſe quantities the Weſt India ſup- 
ply of beef and pork from the revolted colonies, accor- 
ding to an average of three years, ending with 1773, 14,992 
Of pickled fiſh there were exported from England only, during the ſame period, viz. 
Red Herrings. M bite ditto. Total Pilchards. Salmon. 
Barrels. Barrels. Barrels, Hogſheads. Barrels. 
In 1773 — 514 — 1,876 — 2,390 — 211 — 5 
In 1780 — 1,816 — 7,281 — 9.097 — 1,188 — 109 
In 1713 — 2,840 — 15.060 — 179,900 — 313 — 35 
Contraſt with thefe the Weſt India ſupply f TY 
pickled fiſh from the revolted colonies, according | | 
to an average of three years, ending with 2773, 16,200 LE 
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From End cy ere wer eqn of butter, e e 
Tris Butter, Engliſs ditto Engliſh Gheeſe | 
MY Owt. Firkins. Ct. 1 
In 1773 — „9s — 2 — 3.2 — 1,1 
In 2780 — 9,844 — 274 — 3,666 — 4,042 
In 1783 — 3.198 — 522— 4415 — 3-170 


From the foregoing entries, with all their defects, it is ſufficiently clear, chat Great Britain 
had regained the ſupply of the atticles contained in them; and that, as to theſe neceſſaries, 
the Weſt Indian demand was amply anſwered. The planters derived ground proviſions from 
the beſt of all reſources. their own diligence and attention. In ſhort, the Weſt Indians be- 
gan, at this time, to learn a leſſon of the greateſt i importance for every people to know, that 
no community ought to depend on its neighbour for what the neceſſaries of life require; and 
that the country which is phyſically dependent on another, muſt ſoon become politically de- 
pendent upon it. 


There were alſo actually exported to the Britiſly Weſt Indies from England alone, — 


| Wheat-four. Oat-meal. Bread. 
Quarters. Quarters. Ct. 
In 177232 — © — 18 — 404 


In 1780 —— 35,907 — 758 — 32,587 
In 1783 — 4,090 — 125 — 6,657 


From Scotland there were exported in 1779 as follows: — Wheat - flour, 2,475 „ 5 
oat-meal, 177 ditto; bread, 5,254 hundred-weight. | 


There were alſo exported from England alone, — 


Barley. Peas. Beans, Oats. Wheat. Nye. 
Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. 


In 1773 — 3 — 356 — 9.089 — 16,615 — oO — _ 350 
In 1780 — 256 — 1,116 — 12,291 — $8,006 — 1,146 — 1, 116 


In 1383, — 246 — 755 — 7. — 6,19 — 8 — 75s 
Of feveral of theſe articles there were alfo exported from Scotland in 1779, as follows: 
Peas and beans, 1,327 quarters; oats, 1,052 ditto; barley, 44 ditto ; wheat, 4 ditto. 


From theſe cuſtom-houſe entries it is very evident, by contraſting the exports of three 


years, what has been the effect of competition between Great Britain and the American ftates.. 


The revolted colonies had gradually circumvented the parent country in ſupplying the Britiſh 
Weſt Indies with all the productions of agriculture. The Britiſh yeomanry, burthened with 
the payment of rents, tithes, and poor-rates, could not contend with the American farmers, 
who were exempted from all theſe burthens, and whoſe public taxes were ſo much lighter. 
Mr. Arthur Young, m his Political Arichmetic, has very ably proved, that in the year 1774. 
the American farmer could not only ſupply the Weſt India market with flour much cheaper 
than the Engliſh farmer could do, but even exclude the Engliſh farmer from ſupplying the 
domeſtic markets of Britain with wheat, It is, however, curious to remark, how near to- 


, Great 


each other the events of the late war have brought the prices of proviſions in America and in 
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1783 Great Britain. The current rates at ths tuen rest merets-öf Laie and "20 x] | | 7 
| | December 0793 may be compared by the following detail- 1 * 
0 IP 9 Philadelphia Prices) Lale Prices 
L504. ont) BR. . hor 2 ee 4. 
Of Ane flour, per ct. — gn e — % 16 o 
Of common ditto . 0 ws 8 ele — „ eronk o 
one per barrel, "ot 2 2 N — 3 g6 
3.3. 2 Of meſs pork, 1 5 1 755 e 0 I | 8 "8% LY 8 5 
Nah 249 £6") 11 3 ns s f 


It is a remarkable fad, chat the prices © of all 49 5 have d high in the 
United States ſince the Pee It Was "not, hoe let, to be ſuppoſed that the London and 
| | BY Philadelphia prices could long continue to ron thus paralſel to each other; though the freights 
1 might continue to run cheaper from London thin flo Phlladelpltta. The advantages of the 
| American farmer, notwithſtanding the additional burthens of independence, will continue ſo 
ſuperior, in reſpect to rents, tithes, and poor-xates, over the Britiſh farmer, that the former 
muſt at length oyerpewer the latter in err apetition. But, whatever may be the differ. 
ence in the price to-the Weſt Indians,, it ſhoull be conſidered as a ſmall equivalent, which 
| they ought to pay to the Britiſh conſumer for enjoying t the excluſive ſupply of ſugar, rum, and 
) other Weſt India products: for the American citizens having how ceaſed to be fellow - ſubjects, 
ought certainly to be excluded from a right and a benefit which we had formerly relinquiſhed 
| in their favour. The Britiſh ſailors and Britiſh farmers deſerve all the protection of the Britiſh 
| legiſlature: the firſt fight our battles, — the latter ſupply us with food, — The farmers are, there- 
fore, entitled to the preference in ſupplying the Weſt India markets with all the productions 
of agriculture ; while the ſailors have, at leaſt, an equal claim to-the employment which ariſes 
from additional freights ; and the public will gain in the exact 3 as the intereſt of 
theſe two moſt uſeful bodies of men are promoted. 
Tube following ſtatement evidently proves, that the Britiſh ſhipping had _greatly encreaſed 
by the excluſion of the American, even amidſt the calamities of war. © 
comparative View of the Shipping employed in the foreign Trade of Britain at the Com- 
mencement and End of the late War, as they appear in the Regiſter of the Inſurers at 
Lloyd's Coffee -houſe, diſtinguiſhing the Britiſh from the American built Ships. 


oy 
> —{ — — _ 


The Shipping of 1772-3-4. NP INS The Shipping of 1781-2-3. 
| Suriys. Tons. | SHIPS, Tons. 
Britiſh built ſhips, 3.908 — 6085, 545 1 8 © Britiſh built ſhips, 3.848 — 708,246 
American ditto, Res 4.8 —_ 373.618 0 | American mers, & 2,334 — 225,430 
Total. 55182 — 933785 
- Delicienss; 1,037 — 45478 
Total, 6,219 — 979,263 © 1250 . an ks 6,219 — 979,203 


It is thus apparent, that of the ile deficience of 1,03) veſſels, there were only wanting, 
in 1783, of Britiſh ſhips, 60; and of American ſhips, 977: yet, 'that the total inferiority of 
the period of war to the period of peate, amounted only to 45,478 tons; while there was an 


increaſe of 102,701 Britiſh tons, and a decreaſe of 148,179 American tons. 1 
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1 be ol in this is place „that there were yaſt fleets, which, though built by Britiſh 
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ſhipwrights, Were, not 1 clade ded in the furveys of 181, 1782, and 1483 ; 'becanſe ficy had not 
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the four. years ending with 1780, no Ke than 51 1 veſlels; 1 9 7 tons. Were his 
fleet hrought to the account \ of 1783, it would about complete, the defeckive quantity of ton- 
nage, thqugh not the number of ſhips, Many of thoſe vellets, rha 


remained. till November 1783, to perform -m the ſervice of final evacuation; ahd all, or, at leaſt, 
many of them, have again entered into the merchants employment ſince that ſignal epoch, and 


1 


1783, by the Vicmualling-office, the Ordnance-office” and the avy-office, amounting to up- 
wards of a thouſand veſſels And, from an inſpection of Lloyd's r- we may learn, 
that all theſe tranſports covld not have been ſuryeyed; becauſe the few t nſports which appear 
to have been reported, conſiſted of thoſe veſſels that were employed by the private contractors 
for various ſupplies, When all thoſe, or even the half of thoſe which had been employed by 


that fleet. to the vaſt navy \ which was conſtantly * Ws the years 1781, .1782, and 


the public boards, are brought to account, it cannot be ſaid, with any degree of truth, that 


there was any deficience i in the year 1783. 

The number of 11 f ſhips which were n by England i in the whale-fiſhery, to Davis's 
Straits, and the Greenland ſeas, amounted, during the courfe « of this year, to 47: thoſe of 
Holland, in the ſame trade, and during the ſame period, to 55. 

The Canada ſales of this year in London, amounted to 165,000l. | 1 

According to the account delivered i in at Pontefra& ſeſſions, by John Seaton, Eſq. treaſurer 
for the Weſt Riding of York, it appcars, that from the 25th of March, 1782, to the 25th of 
March, 1783, there had been manufactured 131 092 pieces of broad woollens, meaſuring 


4,563, 376 yards; and 108 641 pieces of narrow cloths, meaſuring 3.292, 0 yards: and that 
the, increaſe of. this Ffa, Was 18,622 pieces of broad, and 11 892 ploces. of narrow wool- 


lens. 
It may not here be i improper to remark, that wool was, at this time, from 2 25 to 35 per cent. 
dearer in France than in England: which, by giving t - the Engliſh cloth manufacturer ſo deci- 


ded an advantage in the raw material, enabled him to maintain his wonted ſuperiority in the 
foreign market, particularly over thoſe of F rance, our moſt formidable competitors in that 
important branch of commerce, and who had lately made great improvements in their wool- 
len manufactory. Black cattle, of all kinds, were however dearer in England than in F rance, 


by full 5o per cent.; yet horſes, of all ſorts, were from 24 to 30 per cent. and ſome from 40 


to 50 per cent, cheaper in England than in France. | 

A celebrated Engliſh calculator, at this time, ſuppoſes the lands of England to amount to 
39,000,000 acres ; the annual rent of which was 10,000,000]. ; that of houſes and other build- 
ings, 2,990,000]. ;. the yearly rent of corn lands, 2, 209,000l. ; while their net produce is more 
than 9,000,000. of which the wheat, barley, : and rye, amounts to at leaſt 6 ,000,000]. ſterling 
per annum : the rent of paſtures, meadows, commons, foreſts, hraths, &c. 7,000,000]. ; and 
the value of the produce of the various ſpecies of cattle, 907 5,000l, ſuppoſing the ear mode- 
rately plentiful. 
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1783 'Dr. Watſon, Biſhop of Llandaff, i in his publication for equalizin th | . 
values the eccleſiaſtical preferment, « or land in EE the We Res f tele, | | a 
Landed eſtate of the univerſity of 9 — wie 
Ditto of Oxford, — | — 128880 | 
Biſhopricks, — —— | — | 120,000 
Deaneries and chapters, — m—_— 90,000 
Livings, — | — —— 1,100,000 
Total, 1,490,000 
A ſimilar yaluation by Dr. Warner, amounts to — 1,680,000 
Ditto, by Dr. Burn, | — 1, 500,000 
; Ditto, by Dr. Young, — —— 1,600,000 
The number of newſpapers printed in England, during the laſt ten years, is as follows :— 
In 1774, — 12,562,000 In 1779, — 14, 106,842 | 
17755 2 12,000,000 1780, — 14,217,371 | 
1776, — 12,830,000 1781, — 14, 397,600 
1777. — 13,150,642 1782, 77 15,272,519 
1778, _ 13,240,659 1783, ry 6B 15,504,203 


The annual product of the undermentioned manufactures, at this time, was calculated in 
the following manner :;— 
1 L. 


Woollen, — 16,800,000 - Cotton, — 960,000 
Leather, — 10,500,000 Lead, / — 1,050,000 
Flax, — 1,7 50, ooo Tin, — __ 1,000,000 
Hempz — 890,000 Iron, — 8,700,000 
Glaſs, — 630,000 Steel, plating, &c. 3,400,000 
Paper, — 780, ooo — 
Porcelain, — 1,000,000 Total, L. 51,310,000 
Silk, — 3,350,000 — — 


The iron, glaſs, and porcelain on a rapid increaſe, 

Tin and leather, declining. 

Paper, increaſing. 

Flax, rather falling. 

Hemp, ſtationary. 

Silk, rather increaſing. 

The Duke of Portland is in poſſeſſion of a calculation that ks theſe fabrics employ 
5,250,000 ſouls. 

The failure of the celebrated Caiſſe ' Eſcompte, in France, which happened i in this year, may 
be conſidered as amounting almoſt to a national bankruptcy, and is too intereſting a ſubject to 
eſcape our notice. 

This bank is of a very late inſtitution : the edit which b 185 the undertaking, is dated 
on the 22d of September, 1776. The plan was originally formed by a company of private ad- 
venturers, and its capital was fixed at 500, oool. Ats profeſſed deſign was to diſcount ſeſcompter) 


bil's of exchange, payable at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. But this intereſt, from which 
| it 
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"oY it is Mo to deduct a confderable expence, and ſome loſſes, could never be equivalent for 


the capital ſunk by the proprietors. An additional power was therefore granted them of iſſuing 


notes to the amount of their capital; which, as they were capable at any time of being conver- 


ted into ſpecie, might be often taken voluntarily by their cuſtomers, from mere convenience: 
and as the perſons at the head of this eſtabliſhment were chiefly the moſt eminent bankers, to- 
gether with ſome TECELVETS- general of the revenues, they were able, by agreeing among them- 
ſelves to take theſe notes inſtead of caſh, to give them a certain degree of circulation and cur- 
rency. The notes thus iſſued, added to the original Soo, oↄol. doubled- their capital, and en- 
abled them to divide upon their ſtock at the rate of about 6 per cent. per annum. 

+ The excellent outline of this ſyſtem ſeemed to enſure its ſucceſs. There was always i in the 
Caiſſe a ſum of money, either in ſpecie or in bills of a ſhort date, amounting to 500,000l. equi- 
valent to the notes in circ 1lation. There was, beſides this, the 500,000], originally advanced 
by the projectors, and never withdrawn; as alſo a part of the dividends, which the proprietors 
had choſen to leave in the Caiſſe, for the purpoſe of accumulation. Theſe circumſtances had 
given the bank the higheſt degree of reputation, and cauſed its ſtock to ſell greatly above par. 
But, notwithſtanding theſe appearances, to the aſtoniſhment of the public, on the ad of October 
in this year, the Caiſſe d Eſcompte ſtopped payment. The aſſigned cauſe was the uncommon 
ſcarcity of ſpecie; and it cannot be denied. —T he public, however, imagined that the failure 
originated in a loan fecretly made to government by the Caiſſe d Eſcompte; and government, 
about the ſame time, ſtopping payment of the bills drawn. upon them by their army in Ame« 
rica, confirmed the ſuſpicion, « 

The King, however, extended his ſupport to the falling company. Four edicts were accor- 
dingly publiſhed, in order to relieve the diſtreſs under which it laboured. By the firſt, dated 
September 27, the ſtate of accounts, of the Caiſſe d Eſcompte being affirmed to be as above rela- 
ted, this bank was authorized to pay its notes in bills of exchange, with beneficial diſcount.— 
The notes were ordered to have currency in the banks of Paris only; and all proſecution was 
forbidden of the Caiſſe for payment in ſpecie, and of individuals for debts, the payment of 
which had been rendered in notes of the Ca e dE compte. — I he edict was to remain in force 
till the 1ſt of January, 1784.— By the ſecond edict, dated September the 3oth, the ordinances 
againſt the exportation of ſpecie were renewed ; the tranſport of ſpecie from province to pro- 


vince was ſubjected to inſpections and a fee; the bills with which the Caiſſe d Eſcompte was 


permitted to pay its notes, were ſpecified to be bills payable in three months; and the Caiſſẽ 
was allowed the option of paying its notes in ſpecie. By a third ediQt, dated ORober the 4th, 
an eſtimate was declared to have been taken, by the King's command; the Caiſſe was allowed 
an opportunity of diſcounting bills, as before, whenever it was judged convenient : and, as a 
further encouragement, a lottery, with a ſtock of one million ſterling, redeemable in eight 
years, being eſtabliſhed, the tickets were made purchaſeable in notes of the Caiſe dE ſcompte. — 
In each of theſe edifts there was much repetition; and 1 fourth, ten was dated October 
the 10th, contained no original matter. 

We ſhall now proceed to take a brief view of the affairs and commerce of Ireland. 

The adminiſtration of Earl Temple, in that kingdom, had been attended with the moſt 
conciliatory effects: addreſſes flowed in upon him from all quarters; while good-humour and 
confidence ſeemed once more to be reſtored in a nation which had, for ſome time, been diſtin- 
guiſhed by diftraftion and tumult. During this year, ſeveral agents arrived 1 in Ireland from 
the exiled Geneveſe; and, in conſequence of their application, every encouragement was given 
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to thoſ martyrs to ths Eaufe of 1iBetry; By this governinient, nobmey, 
induce them to form a colony 1 in that kingdom, | 
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and pespie of freland to 


The following i is an account of the quantity and value of linen ex} SALE Hs $2wmws 
: rom | 
Great Britain, during this year, ending the 2 Sth of Match i= f 1 „ Ireland ag 


| Yards. 120 Wee = FR 1 
Linen cloth, plain — 15,212,968 | 7 1,014, tgp is 0 


Linen coloured, — 
The quantity and value exported to every other counitty, excluſive of Stent Britain, durin 
the ſame period. | 0 ; 5 


: 


Hmm, Yo” e 
Linen cloth, plain — 846, 737 3511 5 16 0 
Linen coloured, — 166, 127% | x x 13,151 i 14 


The extraordinary decreaſe of exportation of linens to Great Britain in this year, muſt prin. 
cipally have ariſen from the unſettled ſtate of the country, from the increaſed exportation of 
other countries, —and from the checks oecaſioned by the viciflitudes of war: it may, perhaps 
in ſome meaſure, have ariſen from the market being glutted by the x t export of the Nec. 
ding year; for, the next year, the quantity increaſed again. 


The Iriſh linen entitled to bounty, which was exported from! England, Yards. 


between January 1782, and January 1783, amounted n 1,089, 51 


Iriſh linen not entitled to bounty, to — N 1150, 266 


r 


nn. 


Total, 5 1,137,827 


— 
* 


The above quantity exported; with and without bounty, is nearly the average for ſeveral 


14 4 


years paſt. 
During the courſe. of this year, ending March 25th, there were . from Ireland 


to the Weſt Indies, 35,960 barrels of herrings. 


The increaſe of the herring-fiſhery in Ireland, is evident from the following account ;— 
The average annual quantity of herrings exported from Ireland for four years, ending 


the 25th of March, 1707, was 4,072 barrels, 


The average annual quantity imported into Ireland, for the ſame years, was 32, 824 barrels. 
The average annual quantity of herrings exported from Ireland for four years, ending the 


25th of March, 1783, was 24, 273 barrels. 3 
The average quantity of herring imported into Ireland for the ſame period, was 12,277 


| barrels. 


As the latter were years of war, the increaſe of exportation is more extraordinary, 

The total of fiſh exported from Ireland to all parts in this year, ending the 25th of March, 
was, cod, 272 barrels ;——ditto, 5 cwt.; —eels, 1% barrels ; ;—hake, 1,367 cwt. 3 qrs. 10 fiſh ;— 
herrings, 48,4814 barrels ;—ling, 170 cwt. „ 253 tons. 

The total of fiſh imported into Ireland for the ſame period, was, anchovies, 294 barrels; 
cod, 531 cwt. and 5 fiſh ;—herrings, 4,324 barrels ;—ling, 281 cwt. 1 qr. and 5 fiſh ;—oyſters, 
$ gallons ;—ſalmon, 47 tons; ſturgeon, 33 kegs. | | 

The importation was, in all probability, an accidental circumſtance. 

The oil exported from Ireland, in this year, amounted only to 1 hogſhead, 7 gallons of 


train oil, : 
The 


2 
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The oil imported! into Ireland, in the ſame period, was as follows, viz. T2 
Gallons. - . , Galbn, 

Linſeed, — 25,3111 Sweet, | 9,795 

Seville, — 29,4757 — , Fran, — 76, 595 


In this year only 784 yards of frize were exported from Ireland, —84 to America, and 700 
to Flanders : but though the export is ſo much decreaſed, the conſumption of it by the in- 
habitants is probably increaſed. It is remarkable, that frize was the principal woollen ma- 
nufacture of Ireland, when her wool was much finer than it is at preſent, The large part of 
the frizes that came to England were dreſſed, and, receiving a great degree of manufacture, 
afforded a confidetable profit to this country. 

In 1781, 1779 yards, and in 178a, only ooo yards of this fabric were exported, principally 
to America. 

In this year the ſtate of the woollen cloth importation from Great Britain to Ircland is as 
follows: viz. old drapery, 371,871 yards; new ditto, 420, 415 yards. 

The importation of Spaniſh wool into Ireland has been very unequal. 

In 1774, was imported 210 cwt. of wool, —48 of which only was imported from TX the 
reſt from Great Britain. 

In 1775, was imported 96 cwt.—41 of which _ was imported from Spain, the reſt from 
Great Britain. 

In 1776, was imported 328 cwt,—1 55 of which only was imported from Spain, the reſt 
from Great Britain. 

In 1783, was imported 261 ewt. none from Spain, 5 cwt. from Flanders, and the reſt 
from Great Britain. | 

It may indeed be preſumed, that the conſumption of fine woollens has, in ſome meaſure, 
decicafed in Ireland, as well as in England, from the introduction of Mancheſter manufac- 
tures of cotton, which are worn as cloathing, and, in particular, ſo nn for waiſtcoats 
and breeches. 

But the woollen manufacture of Ireland ſeems to be taking the moſt natural and beſt turn. 
The new drapery branch advances rapidly: it conſumes the wool of the country: it is leſs 
difficult in many branches, and requires leſs {kill than the ſuperfine broad cloths. The im- 
portation of new drapery decreaſes, and the exportation is become very conſiderable. 

It may not be improper to obſerve in this place, that when a parcel is not fit for broad cloth 
it is applied to the manufacture of worſteds, the fineſt part to hoſe and to worſteds for mixing 
with ſilk: viz, poplins and tabinets from 18. 3d. to 6s, 6d. per yard; crapes from 18. 2d. to 
48. per yard. 

The greater part of the combing wool is conſumed in worſted for making what is called 
new drapery in the Book of Rates, viz, ſhaloon from 6d. to 2s. 8d.; callimanco, 9d. to 
28, 2d,; everlaſting, 18. 3d. to 48.; ſatinet, 2s. to 4s, ; camblet, 10d. to 18. 8d. ; ſtuffs, broad 


| and narrow, fingle and double, 6d. to 18. 6d, ; pluſh, 8d. to 3s. 6d. and worſted hos as from 


7d. to gd, per yard. 

In many of theſe branches Ireland excels : her poplins and tabinets are univerſally. known 
and admired, particularly with reſpect to their colours. 

The increaſed importation. of ſilk into that kingdom will appear from the Tren compa- 
rative view. 


The 
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I 178g . The quantity of ſilk ĩmported into Ireland on an average of three ears, 


March, 1773. | | | =. I 
Ribbands, c nt 557 IST: 
Manufactured filk,  _— — 15.986 © * | 
Raw ſilk, oe ö 41,793 | 127 5 
' Thrown dyed, * vg N i 
Ditto undyed, — 8 44.650 132 


The quantity of filk imported into Ireland on an average of three years, ending the 2 5th of 
March, 1783. 5 | - Co, R 


| 1 751 | Ibs. 0%. 
Ribbands, — r 1,864 3 
Manufactured ſilk, — — 22,526 3+ 
Raw ſilk, — — ps 51,029 | I 
Thrown, dyed, — — 273 42 
Ditto, undyed, * We | 63,496 137 


We may here add a five years average quantity of raw and thrown ſilk imported into Eng. 
land, ending with the preſent year, with the amount of duties upon the great pound of l 4 


Ounces. 


| lb. 4. A "Sek 2 og 
Raw filk, 599, 563 at 4 6 per lb. is 134,901 16 6 
Organzine, (16 0z.) 428, 199 at 4 . 1 

217908 2 6 


— — 


—C 


The amount of the exportation of filks and mixtures of ſilks from Ireland, in this year, is 
as follows : 


Ibs. ox. 
Ribbands, — — — 514 14 
Manufactured ſilk, — — 3.329 9 
Thrown, dyed, ; — — 309 — 
Manufactured, mixed, — — 2,064 12 | 


The principal importation of manufactured ſilks into Ireland from Britain are gauzes, rib- 
bands, alamodes, ſattins, plain and figured; perſians, ſarcenets, brocades of all kinds, and 


ſeveral other articles: the quantity of manufactured filk from other countries has been very 


trifling. 
With reſpect to cotton wool, cotton yarn, muſlins, and manufactures and mixtures * cot- 


ton, we ſhall give a ſtatement of an average importation of them into the ſiſter kingdom of 
three years, ending the 25th of March, 1773, and the ſame at ten years diſtance, ending the 
25th of March, 1783. | 

In 1773, cotton wool, 2,550cwt. 3qrs. 25 lbs.; —cotton yarn, 2,2262 lbs. ;—muſlins, 
194,9874 yards ;—cravats, 122 yards ;—calicoes, ſtained, 3-999 yards W 9,018 ends; 
manufactures and mixtures of cotton, 18, 278l. 16s. 2d. value. 

In 1783, cotton wool, 3,236 cwt, 1 qr. 18 lbs. ;—cotton yarn, $4008 lbs. ;-muſlins, 


55,151 yards; —calicoes, ſtained, 1, 5414 yards ;—ditto, white, 547 yards ;—fuſtians, 150127 


yards f manufactures and mixtures of cotton, 103, 119 l. 8s. 53d. value. 
No 
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185 No cotton yarn, or manufactures and mixtures of cotton, were . prerious to the 
year 1781 : but the exportation of that and the two ſucceeding years is as follows : 
Cotton Yarn, Manufactures & mixtures of Cotton, Fuſtiant. 
Years. Lbs. | Fal. | Yards. 
171 239 * Le 157 7 © 3 1,108 
1782 8,798 — 414 7 6 | — 3 
1783 2,436 1,418 0 ”, — 24, 384 


Ireland makes but little bar iron, and her importation of it has encreaſed near one-third in 
ten years, as may be ſeen from the following comparative averages of three years each. 
The quantity of iron imported into Ireland, on an average of three years, ending the 2 Sch 


of March, 1773, is as follows: 8 Cirot. grs. lbs. 
From the Eaſt Country, =_ — 74,083 3 254 
From Britain, — * — 44,352 1 4 


— 


PR 


— 


Total, 119,036 1 4 


Ditto, on an average of three years, ending the 25th of March, 1783. 9 
| Ciot. ers. Ibs. 
From the Eaſt Country, — — 838.488 1 91 
From Britain, — — — 74,730 0 4% 


Total, 173,278 I 14 


3 


A comparative view of the export from elan of iron and i iron ware for the years ready 


fpecified. 
Ironmong. W. Iron. 11 Tronmong. WW.  Wrot. Trow. Tron, 
YEARS. VALUE, QUANTITY.» YEARS. VALUE. QUANTITY. 
* „ E „. T. . 
171 1 1 80 1781 16 30 2353 63 60 
193 m˙] , 428 1782 232 11 4 2 19 0 e 
1773 22 13 10 $4 1983 213 96 e 


The imports into Ireland for this year, ending the 25th of March, 1783, of iron and iron 
ware, is as follows, viz. hardware to the value of 21, 773l. 28. 104d. ;—iron, 164,187 cwt. 
1 qr.;—579,833 knives ;—9,797 mermits ;—748- pots ;—14,865 razors ;—ſciſſars, ) 57 groſe, 
9 dozens ; ;—lcythes, 4,089 —_ —ſmall parcels, 24, 47 3l. 17s. 55d. value; —iron ore, 


323 tons. 
Almoſt the whole of theſe articles were imported from Britain except iron, which came from 


ſeveral countries in the following quantities. 


Cꝛot. qrs. lbs. Cut, qrs. lbs. 
From England, 01,9432 © From Denmark and Norway, 1,152 © 14. 
—— Scotland, 3,144 10 —— Eaſt Country, 630 Oo 
— Guernſey, 4 3 7 — Germany, $250 © 
—— Jerſey, 130 2 14 * Flanders, 728 2 14 
— Sweden, 83,489 3 14 — New York, 90 0 © 
—— Ruſſia, 12,873 1 21 
Since 
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1783 
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inet the heavy duty wis lald on glaſs in Britain, Treland has made an extra 


greſs in that manufacture; EL for alot» oþ a aa a of wp AI 

; 9% conſiderable. A 

> Fs average account of glaſs imported for three years, ending the 25th of March! in thi 
is 


year, is as follows: 42,5045 'dozens of bottles, ;—2,0673. caſe * 


glaſſes ;—4,524 vials ;—3,6751. 118. 95d. worth of glaſs ware. 


ordinary pro- 
muſt be very 


wanne drinking 


The export of ditto for this year was, 468 dozen of W —9,910 drinking glaſſes, 


The importation of N into Ireland Ne this Year. 


Cotton, — — 2 
Silk and Thread, _—_ * goal 
Silk and Worſted, — — 
Thread, — — 3 
Woollen, — — . 
Worſted, — — — — 


The exportation * from Ireland i in the ſame period, 


Thread, — — * 8 
Woollen, — — — 289 0 
Worſted, — nay _ 8 


The average import of hats into 1 of three years, ending the 25th of March i in the 


preſent year, amounts to 2,012. 


The export of the ſame article from tende during the preſent and the two ſueceeding years 


Pairs, 
235744 
1,042 
192 
580 

60, 570 
1,31 8 


8,944 


Doren. "Pairs. 


is as follows: viz, in 1781, 1, 404; —in 1782, 450 -in 1783, 3,211. 


Whereby it appears that the exportation exceeds the importation of this article. 
The imports of upholſtery into Ireland, in this year, amounts to 8,289 l. 28. 10fd.; and 


the exports to 630l. 188. 


The increaſing importation of pot aſhes into Ireland, proves the encreaſe of the linen ma- 
nufacture, of which it is ſuch an eſſential article: in the year, ending the 25th of March, Ml 
1783, the importation from all parts amounted to 130, 893 cwt. 1 qr. 21 lbs. whieh being W 

valued at 258. per cwt. amounts to 163, 616l. 15s. 11d. The average account, however, of 


the importation of this article, for three years, ending at the ſame date, amounts to no more 
than 81,028 cwt. 1 qr, 12 lb.; though that is one-third more than the average importation of 


three years, ending the 25th of March, 1773. 


Books and paper were imported into Ireland to the following amount, on an average of 
worth of bound books; — 


271 cwt, 1 qr. 10 lbs. of unbound ditto —85, 257 n leaves of paper 4.772 printing 


three years, ending the 25th of March, 1783, viz. 20) l. 148. 8d;d. 


reams of ditto ;—5,749 writing reams of ditto. 


The quantity of books and paper exported from Ireland, in this year, was 174 Cwt. 3 dis. 
14 lbs. of unbound books ;—302 reams of writing paper 98 reams of brown paper. _ 
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The Bilge of TreldAW/ N welk kh to be Frestiy brenfad; het ee 8 St 
agricultute are very cevitfiderable ; it it refratkäble, thettfare; tht lter importation of beer 


ſhould increaſe, as it appears to Wer done from the following ONLY TOO of the i&ports | 
and exports of that article. Ar Cont 7 


The quantity of beer i into and exported from Ireland, on an average 25 three years, 


ending the 25th of March, AU amounted to 45, 58 5 barrels s . 25597 ditto 
exported, ge 


The quantity of beer imported and md on an average of a gilar een ending the 
25th of March 1783, was 54, 546 barrels imported, and 959 ditto exported, _ 


Within thefe ten years Iretand has become an exporter 6f corn to a _— amount, as 


4. D. 


53 


will * oy the following accounts. 
10 e 


Ai account af corn and ORE wer: into Init. on an average of three * ending 


che 2gth of Meer — — 887 


38 3 
80 


> 1810 A Buble, — — _— ars. lbs. 
Barley and DOUG 28,320 4 | — Flour, in: 8 61,127 1 
Beans and peas, r 0 ien 158 8355 Barrels. 
Oats, 7 Co —4 4 — Otol, 920! * 9.5 9067 
Wit | 20.58 22 02 44 — — Wheat Ae, ST RAT: 2.4578 


1 a — — OC 


An account of corn and meaLexporteithvw- Ireland, on abe . 


* -:-þ Buſbels. 


Barley aa malt, - CL £1 222 | 1 0 . TIN Flour, SLIERG 2; 15 51 3 L 91 
Beans and peas, D ers 227 "Bartels, 
Ons, 11,478 * — Oatmeal, 7 1 5787/7 
Wheat, — 1,011 © — Groats — 145 
Rye, 5 To POE ROY BN 


An account. yy corn and e $2agen into cada on mee of three hats — 


- 


the 25th of Maych, r. 1 21 [1 10 od. 45 Lott [icy ＋ 
ee HT | 8 85 Bu ſbels. 


Barley and malt, we" 550 4 — Flour, 22, 208 0 254 
Beans and peas, . | 15 Barrels. 
Oats, E — Oatmeal 3,4665 
Wheat, — 649. 2 


An account Teen and meal exported from Ireland, on an average. of the ſame period. 


a * 2 7 


* 
EROS 


£2 Of 4s : 


15 
425 1 


— — — 


II 


188 


2%. ! 


Cwt. qrs. bbs. 


430 xp ot G2 Its L ad . 2 - ITY * 
4. 0 


7 27. lbs. 


r. „5 Cut, 275. tbe. 
Barley and malt, 9,848 211 — , Fier, | | $5,284. FT) 212 
Beans and peas, HOSE: nd 455 251 dai Þo at 
Oats, Dn drt Qi 6892858. 6 — L Groats, | & r. * 
Whey, „ n + ee n coin {is Oatmesl, ITT 1575 
| „ ilgeunil Mnf no nage T Wheat meal, 665 | 
Vor. IV. TE; 3X- 8 An 
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1783 An account of goods and ROW "ITE being the growth, product, or manufatture of Aba, 
| imported into Great Britain, and From e to . * one 7805 Suing the 


2 25th of March, 1983. 


\ ob na 


3 —— — — — . ˙ oat mo _- 


DENOMINATIONS. QUANTITY. | n 
ZE: Tbs. Tard. | ws $30 & 
Stained Callico, N an oo - — 4 1,203 Rene 300 15 0 
| White ditto, — — 7 
| Mufin, e 
India Silks and Stuffs, ,, DD or lo, bs 
| Cinnamon, rs 6344 — 252 8 0 
Cloves, — — 561 — 280 10 0 
Mae, 10 61713 35 an 054/95 deere Bits 11109 eee 
Nutmegs, — — 5,388 — 2,694 0 0 
Pepper, — _ 62,719 — 44181 5 4 
- Piemento, — — 2,082 — 104 2 ©: 
Rice, — — 1,106 — 8 17. 9 
de Saltpetre, — 1 186,515 ? —— 4,163 3 77 
China raw Silks, — 32,655 — 32,6985 0.0 
Bohea Tea, — 1,478,080 —— 147,808 o o 
Green ditto, — 570, 88 —— 171,251 8 0 
£ * 
Total value of Aſiatic merchandize imported from Great Britain i in 1781, 382,152 7 1 
Ditto, in 1782, yy 1 = - WORE 293.720 Is 62 
Ditto, in 1783, — —_ 7 2 Ne _ 380,096 19 4 
Total value of che three years, — 9 8 1,055,970 1 0 
To prove the very eſſential injury done to che revenues by ſmuggling; the TY account 
of tea * annually into Europe was publiſhed about hens tie. 1 
Pounds Weight. 
By the Engliſh, = — 56, ooo, 08 
By Foreigners, — — 13, 00, 0 
Total, I 9,000,000 


Above two-thirds of the whole were proved to be conſumed in Great Britain and Ireland. 
The laſt ſeaſon 14, ooo, ooo lbs. of tea, befides ſilks, nankeens, &c. were exported from 
China to Europe in 16 foreign ſhips, viz. 8 Portugueſe, 1 Tuſcan, 4 Domes, and 3 Swedes, 
great part of which was ſmuggled into theſe kingdoms. * 
About 40 foreign ſhips failed for the Eaſt Indies and China in 1782 and 1783. with the 
intention of returning to Europe and America in 1784, laden chiefly with tea; the profits of 


which voyages would in a great meaſure depend on Britiſh ſmuggling. 0 
| EXPORTS 
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15 Exronrs froh Id nua to Ex Aup for one Year, ending the 25th of March * 183, 


"Ing each principal- Article, - and * its Value. 


TMPORTS im TRELAN D. - 


2 5. 
Bacon WIE Tom 4,885 11 10% © 
Beer - „ anne 
Beef rs 102,744 15 © 
Bottles of glas "TT 70:0: 
Boards, barrels — 22 10 © 
Books, bound and unbound 184 13 9 
Bread - 278 17 © 
Bullocks and cow rs 80800 o © 
Barrels, empty N 125 0 © 
Butter - - 217,743 10 0 
Candles uy - * 
Cheeſe N 85 3 9 
Coaches & coachmakers' work 40 0 o 
Copper ore - 132 2 6 
n — 37,146 16 6 
Feathers 3 90 10 © 
Fiſh 5 ho = 1,264 1 
Flax ſeed, Iriſh © — 00 
Glue - - 1,243 19 
Haberdaſhery ware - I 14 11 
Hairy - - — 174 0 
Hogs — Xu 642 © 
Hog's lard - 5,302 10 
Horſes |, - — 0 0 
Horns — - 563 4 10 


3 
Ale S — 2,669 7 8 
Apparel 8 
Arms . 1,039 
Bacon - - 40 
Bark „1 8 18 | 
rr 8 
Beer „ 51,5808 2 1 
Books — | 2,414 10 4 
Bullion, ſilver e 6,513 A 4 
Berries, Juniper = *""X04 Is © 
Bottles of glals * 6,656 12 © 
Braſs ſhruff un 202 15 © 
Bricks 10 0 
3 


. 
Hides — 67.407 
Iron 5 - = 1,8 
Ironmonger's ware 59 
- Kelp — . 
Lead ore - 0 
Linen clotg 948,180 
Meal - 4,014. 
Ox bones and guts 137 
Pork - Ws oy 
Rabbits furs - 1,384 
Rape ſeed e 
Salt . — % 
Silk, manufactured 1,145 
Skins - 2.5,492 
Soap - : 223 © 
Tallow P 
— > 577 
Wooden ware 3 
Wool - 1,031 
Linen yarn - 204,016 
Cotton yarn - 121 
* Worſted ditto - 99,627 
Small parcels — 5,916 


0000w000000900G000G00+Swda0Wwdo 


Total, 1,805, 392 


O0 


Brimſtone 25 1 
Candlewick 7; 1,594. 
Cards, wool _ 386 
Chalk 5M 2,241 
Cheeſe Ko 5,440 
Chocolate — * 
Coaches, chaiſe, &c, 3,421 
Coals —— _ 
Coffee 4,823 
Copper plates and bein 7.253 
Cordage : - $24 
Cork OT OT a 
Corn - 28,024 
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X. . 
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«21038 _ gur ts. 4, l. * 
PDrapery - 3175563 14 © W's 
© Drugs | IP 9» | 97129 19 10 
Pyiog ſtuff! 40,543 12 53 
-., Earthen ware 19,433 13 85 
| e NOT W435 © 
Fans . ns 15 0 
Fim 85 Fe: 1,039 18 0 
Flax, dreſſed and TT 3-527 2 104 
&F: Vour „ 
C4 ne 336 4 10 
A © _ = 3,888 13 15 
Glaſs, . 7.413 10 32 
Gloves „ V7 ba. 
Grindſtones — 39 3 4 
Groceries — 10,981 14 3 
Gunpowder 1,287 16 3 
Haberdaſhery = 8.692 13 gf 
Fair, goats and camels 5651 13 6 
Hats. - 2,934 15 0 
Hemp, undreſſed and feed 1,998 6 o 
Hops - 56,767 16 3 
Horſes - 150 00 0 
Hardware _ 21,758 5 62 
Ironmongers' ware 80,839 15 112 
Iron ore 5 242 5 0 
Ivory, wrought — 381 3 0 
Lace - - 389 8 0 
Lamp black — 218 5 1 
Latten $24.05." 48 7 6 
Lead — - 10,198 6.9 
Lead. ore - 40 © 0 
Lime, lemon and orange juice 88 4 O 
Linen—Britiſh, damaſk, diaper, | 
lawns, muſlins, &c. 27595 7 115 
Linſeed. - 2,040 12 10F 
Linen, cotton, and ſilk, Bri- 
tiſh manufacture 118,921 3 10 
Mats — — 215 10 8 
Meal = - 1,821 2 8 
Millinery ware - 6,931 11 62 
Mill ſtones - 75 © 0 
Oakum - 640 10 11% 
Oranges and lemons 1 
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Oil: 3 * 1,159 10 114 


| $93.23 < 
| Paſteboard | — 2 
Peter F o 
| Pictures 4 _ xt 332 5 77 
bn Log at 694 13 7 
Plates of tin 2,49 26 8 
Pot aſnes 184547 15 32 
Quilts 7 2 70 0 © 
Ribhapd fx 370% 10 0 
Rezin *? 2 
Sadler's ware {4 314 42 2 
* 85 $1227 5 3 
Saltpetre - 8,326 11 3 
Seeds * 5,275 13 107 
N 8 2.400 16 04 
Silk, manufactured 50, 214 75 6 
— raw 2 — I 32,056 0 05 
— thrown, . 837% m 25 
Slates | — 745. 3 4 
Skins 1 925 2 47 
Snuff be - 59 t7 6 
Soap a inne 
Soap. aſhes - 10. 0 0 
Spirits, —brandy - 141 10 [= 
— gene va 
— rum — 7.800 11 11 
Statianary ware > 85 1 8 
Steel — — Fo) 16 115 
Stockings — 11,369 2 10 
Sugar—candy _ . 16 0 0 
— loaf 3 56,116 17 6 
| Muſcovade . 200,530. 5 12 
— parcels_ 2,639 16 o 
Sword blades Poe” 118 2 0 
Sword, cutlers' ware _ 466 19 4 
Tar - 3 - 590 | 2 0 
A 319,059 8 8 
Tobacco - eee 
Tow Sd = ."..'..*,, 409; o 0 
Toys _- 77973 71 
Twine = _ 64.17 6 
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M CONTINUED. | | 
8 „ 6 e 
„ ihk 22712 o 0 Wine-Rheniſh. a 
Tin ; 7 ＋ . 905 T 3 6 8 * Spaniſh C4 2 a DI 4 
Velvet - — 25 „ 24 0 © Mood . 
Mah 83 11 10% © Wire 78 
Upholſtery ware _ 6,314 10 3 Wool cotton, eſtridge, le 
Walnuts, &c. - 200 16. 3 SFGßpaniffi 
Wax, bees — 349 14 6 Varn — 
Whalebone — 67 8 9 — Small parcels 
Wine — French — 4 © — 
— Port — 303 0 0 Total, 1,148, 55 ra 3 
EXPORTS frm IRELAND into 8 COFLAN: D. 
hee „ A ax | E 
Beef „ o i 0 Horns, ox and cows 175 16 8 
Books ig. 5 Fides, tanned & untanned 6,191 13 © 
Bread - — 10 Linen cloth — | 0 
Bullocks and cows 1, 165 0 0 Meal, —flour and oats 3,043 4 0 
Barrels, empty — 10 5 © Ox guts 8 e ae S 
Butter - — 10,378 15 © TS 
Candles 3 4 5 10 Salt ES 2 3 15 0 
Cheeſe — ro © Skins, calves - 499 11 3 
Corn—barley, malt & oats $3,844 3 0 Soap — - 131 13 4 
Feathers - - in „ Starch — — "WS 
Hams — „ 491 8 9 Tallow-w 8 1, % 7 6 
Herrings — 106 10 © Tongues 5 208 19 0 
Glue Sts, $3 6 . Varn, —linen and worſted 17,922 10 9 
Glaſs ware 42 0 —— Small parcels 810 6 3 
Hogs lard — 93 3 9 88 
Horſes — - 2,250 0 © Total, 123,897 12 1 
IMPORTS frm SCOTLAND mio IRELAND. | 

| | LF. s, d. £. *: > 
Ale - - 127 6 8 Coals — 15,785 5 © 
Apparel 206 5 1 Corn - — 525 3 6 
Bark 4 — 351 1 © Drapery — 1,534 13 6 
Beer 190 5 © Drugs - — "44 
Books, OWE": & oboe 677 5 O Dying ſtuffs - 2,248 4 5 
Bullion, filver — 12 G 6 8 Earthen ware 4 60 1 9 
Bottles of glaſs - - 261 4 6 Fiſh - 1,548 11 © 
Bricks - - 2 12 © Flax, undreſt — 275 3 hy 
Coaches, &c, a 509 o © T uſteans — O 11 

3 | Glas 
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& 6.4 . WW; 45 
SGlaſs caſes and ware j 33 
r 
Hulled barley 275 73 
Haberdaſſiery 131 Joo 
n 13 
Horſes | — 1, 920 
Hard ware - 12... 
Tronmonger's ware — 
Ivory, wrought = 
Lead, white — 6 
Linen—Britiſh, cambricks, 
canvas, coloured & 
muſlins - 2,513 
—— Kenting. = 40,235 
Lawns — 11,175 
Cotton and filk, Bri- 
tiſh manufactures 56, 388 
Linſeed - 301 
Mats — - I 
Meal flour = - 808 
Millinery ware - 1,714 
Oil - 5 1,31 
Painting ſtuffs 8 10 
Paper - - 1,078 
Pitch 5 5 
Plates of tin - 0 
Pot aſhes „ 23 
Sadler's ware 75 
Salt - — 493 


Notwithſtanding Scotland is ſo great a linen country, it appears that the value of the linen 
ſhe takes from Ireland is above half of all her imports from that country. On the other hand, W 
Ireland takes not much leſs of other ſorts of linens from Scotland, kenting alone amounting W 
to forty thouſand two hundred and thirty-five pounds, and lawns to eleven thouſand one hun- 
dred and ſeventy-five pounds in this year. This proves, that different fabrics of the ſame 
manufacture may flouriſh in the neighbouring countries to the advantage of both. 
fifty and fixty years ago, the annual exports from Ireland to Scotland were about eleven thou- W 
ſand nine hundred pounds, above one half of which was oatmeal. The imports from Scot- | 
land were thirty-one thouſand ſeven hundred pounds, of which coals were above one-third; 

tobacco, ſeven thouſand eight hundred pounds ; linen and kenting, three thouſand five hun- 


dred pounds, 
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Silk, manufactured 
Sider 
Slates 
Skins 
Snuff 
Soap 
Spirits, rum 
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Starch 


43 
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Stationary ware 


Steel 


Stockings 
Sugar —Loaf 

——Miuſcovade 
Small parcels 


Tar 
Tobacco 
Toys 
Tin 


Wine, Port 


Wood 


_ 
. 
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Upholſtery ware 


Wool, cotton 


Wire, latten 


Varn 


—— Small parcels 


Total, 
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27 13 
145 9 
O 18 


$83": 7 
2,206 I 
$4 
8 
254 13 
2,861 5 
3-113 5f 
22,758 15 
O 15 

286 16 
28,812 8 
0-18 

199 1 
I,929 12 
35 © 
806 8 
370 15 

3 © 

201 2 
639 7 


— — 


8 4 
| 425 6 

95020 6 
5 0 
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171,670 14 


IMPORTS 


Between Wl 


A 1 & 
4 LS 
*, . by 
2 
. a — 


Africa, 
Canaries, 


Denmark and Norway, 


Eaſt Country, 
Eaſt Indies, 
Flanders, 
France, SY 7 
Germany, 
Holland, 
Ada 

Iſle of Man, 
Italy, 

Madeira, 
Portugal, 
Ruſſia, 

Spain, 
Gibraltar, 

owe ot 

Swe en, 
Turkey, 
Venice, 
Greenland, 


Iſland of Alderney, 
Iſland of Guernſey, 
Iſland of Jerſey, 


Iſland of Sark, 
Canada, 

Cape Breton, 
Carolina, 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
Hudſon's Bay, 
New England, 
Newfoundland, 
New York, 
Nova Scotia, 
Pennſylvania, 


Iſland of St. John, Gulf of St. . 


15 


I hn bu 
nnn 


Virginia & Maryland, 


Anguilla, 
Antigua, 
Bahamas, 
Barbadoes, 
Bermuda, 
Dominica, 
Grenada, 
Honduras Bay, 
Jamaica, 
Montſerrat, 
Muſquito Shore, 
Nevis, 

St. Croix, 
St. Euſtatius, 
St. Kitt's, 

St. Lucia, 
St, Thomas's, 
St. Vincent's, 
Tobago, 
Tortola, 
Demerara, 

St. Domingo, 
Surinam, 

St. Martin's, 


Cape Francois, 


Havannah, 
New Orleans, 
Buenos Ayres, 


Northern Fiſhery, 
Southern Fiſhery, 


| i | Mi Hil 


Foreign coin and bullion, 


Prize goods, 


. 


Il MAT 
mne 


IMPORTS. 
C. 47,860 


me 
131, 


830,428 
14,301,495 
a 1,112,467 
387,119 


684,110 
485,384 


1,611,904 


13,738 


0% rn ORIGIN OF COMMERCE. 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CarsTMAs 1782, to CurisTMAs 1783. 


COUNTRIES. 


— — 
NN nne 


2 


7 
. 


774740 nn 
25,638 10 
$+764 127 
75554 19 
26,526 4 
60,247 12 
102,778 12 
2,904 19 
30,883 18 
105,062 19 
10,680 16 
77912 7 
1,356 7 
r06,766 5 
11,308, 2 
80,701 7 
224,399 12 
1,917 18 
1,688,394 19 
39,166 15 
3577564 13 
223 9 
216,490 2 
183,849 18 
8,713 19 
76,506 12 
114,925 — 
138,706 16 
351 16 

- 1,077 14 
— 6,509 .19 
2,072 4 
— — — 
163 18 
2,106 — 
463,362 14 
13,122,235 6 


Wande 


L. 787,563 
er 
181,801 2 
152,819 14 
J0r,455 18 

Y os £1 $00. 
tor, 167 7 
1,259,732 1 
752,520 18 
2,430,472 15 
26,526 . 
456,925 3 
27,208 1 
613,104 13 
219,859 15 
$94,045 1 
77,359, © 
118,001 1g 
66,656 16 
42,666 10 
26,688 5 
147 15 
1,231 18 
51967 — 
20,333 8 
391,345 8 
250, 38 10 
25,356 16 
22,682 10 
7,098 18 
202,555 77 
160,254 12 
603,152 3 
234,299 3 
245,258 1 
219,834 6 
157,490 7 
2,927 17 
178,710 4 
95,109 14 
42,830 12 
83,463 92 
3,499 14 
1,057,588. 6 
13,686 It 
11,913 16, 
68,305 5 
1 45,782. 5 
58,740 9 
20,404 10 
13,465 17 
497154 1 
— — 
ba 1 
35921 3 
53 6 
709,283 2 
725,665 10 
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A. . 
| 1783 An authentic account ef csrn and rin exported” from ;"and Mo i kaun, and. 
Scotland this y years. | 0 * 0. r %* wi 222 er 25 
« « EXPORT — "IMPORTED. 
'$. 2 A1 0 Broifh -. Foreign -—- FAR 1783. | Quarters, 
7 - Ex6LAND. N : ; Drs. EN Wes Deranvd. | | 
„Wo „ Sos = eats — 44.921 
2 F 4/9" > 20,240 
7 431. 2,873 — 74,65 
— „ 1 
; = | - 5,395. J,32% HY. 5 $1,884 
; I 166,022 
| ＋ 2,3 9 
2 | 10, 164 27 1 "ns 4 17,435 
: | 2,701 N — — 1,087 
* qe” Te” — ra 
r _ SCOTLAND. . 
( a}. ad es Wheat, — 18.844 
RR W heat Flour, 1 1,904 . "_—_— i Wheat Flour, — — 178 
Ne, — 560 — — Rye. — 6,706 
Barley, © — % 452 ra Baer, — 8, oz 
P / 0, MG EE 
7 C/ v I a ras 
Oatmeal, 5 64 — — Oatmeal, — 1,207 
Peas and Beans, ä 3 P „ 13,093 


The bounties on corn and brain expettd from England 1n the cttls of this yelr, amoun- 
ted to 13,117 98. 32d. 


The drawbacks, during the ſame period, were 4611. 118. 2 


- The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the ſame 
ume, Was 179l. 158. 5d. 


- The duties on corn imported into England, Was- #130641 95. 24. ; and, in Scotland, they 
Unounted Wins 3-36. 


© The average prices of corg. in England and Wales, by the Nanda Wincheſter buſt, for 
this year, was as follows: - (21 


Wheat, 6s. "4 ; Ie, 48. Sa.; barley, 38. 94d. 5 oats, 28, 514.5 beans, 45. mY | 


— 


- 43 


An aceount of the chriſtenings and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for j 
Guys _ 


| Chriſtened, males” 8,739 Buried, males 957 30 


females 8,352 — females. 9 
— + 0 4 
17,091 — - 19,029 


The 


| January, 


February, 


March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
Auguſt, 
Septemb, 
October, 
Novemb. 


Decemb. 2 
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The following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheſt and 
loweſt prices arranged 1 to each month, 


Bank 
Stock. 
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1355 
1337 
1347 
131. 
1337 
1300 
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Bills. 
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The following bills relative to trade and commerce were paſſed in this year. 
A bill to permit the importation of all ſorts of corn, grain and meal, * the payment of the 


low duties, for a limited time. 


Exchequer 
| Bill, 


48-258, . 


dif. 


223 . 


dil. 


2 dil. 


I2 


Omni . 


Pre. 


19 QC ww OO 
EE | | [ | 


To continue an act, entitled, An act more effectualiy to prevent his Majeſty's enemies 


from being ſupplied with ſhips or veſſels from Great Britain.“ 


To continue ſeveral laws relating to the regulating fees of officers of the cuſtoms and naval 
officers in America; to the allowing the exportation of certain quantities of wheat and other 


articles, to his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America ;—to the permitting the exportation of 


tobacco pipe clay from this kingdom to the Britiſh ſugar colonies or plantations in the Weſt 
Indies ;—and to the repealing the duties upon pot and pearl aſhes, and upon wood and wood 
aſhes, imported into Great Britain, and for granting other duties in lieu thereof. 


For continuing ſeveral acts paſſed for the better regulation of laſtage and ballaſtage i in the 


river Thames. 
For allowing the importation of rice, paddy, Indian a Indian meal, and maize, free 


from duty, for a limited time. 


For further continuing an act for allowing the importation of fine organzine Salle. 3 


filk in any ſhips or veſſels, for a limited time. 


To amend an act, entitled, An act for the more effeQually ſecuring the duties upon to- 


bacco; to prohibit the importation of currants into Great Britain in ſmall packages ; to repeal 
Vo LIV. 
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. | DOE TEE wh 
1783 ſach part of the proviſo in the act of the eighteenth year of the reign of his 


as permits Portugal and Spaniſh wines and other wines, except French or nov en 
in ſmall caſks for private uſe; and for taking off the inland duty payable upon the im 3 N 
of cocoa nuts into this kingdom, and upon the exportation thereof as merchandize. * 
For the more effectual draining and preſerving certain lands and grounds within the 


Hatfield Chace and parts adjacent, in the counties of Vork, Lincoln and Nottingham 


For allowing the importation of goods from Europe in neutral ſhips into the iſlands of St. * 4 


Chriſtopher, Nevis, Montſerrat, Dominica, St. Vincent, Grenada and the Grenadines and 
of goods, the produce or manufacture of the ſaid iſlands, and of Tobago and St. Lucia hw 
thence into this kingdom, in ſuch ſhips, upon payment of the Britiſh Plantation duties for a 
limited time: for permitting certain goods, the produce of thoſe iflands, ſecured in warehouſes 
in this kingdom, to be taken out, on payment of the Britiſh Plantation duties, and to cancel 
certain bonds entered into for payment of the duties due thereon : for further continuing cer. ; 
| tain temporary acts for the encouragement of trade; and to repeal an act, made in the 22d 
year of his Majeity's reign, for allowing the importation of goods the growth of St. Chris. 
topher, Nevis and Montſerrat, into any of his Majeſty's dominions in Europe or America, 

| For rendering more effe&ual the proviſions contained in an act of the 13th year of King 
George the Firſt, for preventing frauds and abuſes in the dying trade. 

For rendering the payment of creditors more equal and expeditious in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland; and for making perpetual ſo much of an act, made in the 12th of his 
preſent Majeſty's reign, as relates to bills and promiſſory notes. 

For granting a bounty upon the exportation of Britiſh and Iriſh buckrams and tillettings, 
Britiſh and Iriſh linens, Britiſh calicoes and cottons, or cotton mixed with linen, printed, 
painted, ſtained or dyed in Great Britain, | 

To repeal ſo much of two acts as prohibits trade and intercourſe with the United States of 
America. 

For removing and preventing all doubts which have ariſen, or might ariſe, concerning the 
excluſive rights of the Parliament and courts of Ireland in matters of legiſlation and -judi- 
cature, &c. &c. | | 

To amend and render more effe&ual ſeveral acts for making a navigable canal from the 
Trent to the Merſey ; and a branch from the faid canal to Frog Hall, and a rail way from 
thence to or near Caldon, in the county of Stafford. | 3 

To diſcharge and indemnify the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaſt Indies, from all damages, intereſt and loſſes, in reſpe& to their not making regular pay- 
ment of certain ſums dve, and to become due to the public; and to allow further time for ſuch 
payment; and to enable the Company to borrow a certain ſum of money ; and to make a divi- 
dend of 4l. per cent. to the proprietors, at Midſummer, 178g. 

For making and maintaining a navigable canal from the river Thames or Iſis, at or near 
Leachlade, to join and communicate with the Stroudwater canal at Wallbridge, near the town 
of Stroud; and alſo a collateral cut from the ſaid canal at or near Siddington, to or near the 
town of Cirenceſter, in the counties of Glouceſter and Wilts. | 

For preventing certain inſtruments from being required from ſhips belonging to the United 
States of America; and to give to his Majeſty, for a limited time, certain powers for the better Wl 
carrying on trade and commerce between the ſubjects of his Majeſty's dominions and the in- 
habitants of the ſaid United States, g FE: 

or 
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For empowering perſons navigating veſſels upon the river Trent, between a place called 
Wilden Ferry, in the counties of Derby and Leiceſter, or one of them, and the town of Bur- 
ton upon Treat, in the county of Stafford, to haul the ſame with horſes. 

For altering and varying the powers of an act for making the river Douglas, alias Aſland, 
navigable from the river Ribble to Wigan, in the county palatine of Lancaſter; and for en- 
abling the Company of Proprietors of the Leeds and Liverpool canals, incorporated by an a& 
paſſed in the 10th year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, to. purchaſe the ſaid river navigation ; 
for amending the ſaid laſt-mentioned act for 1 incorporating and confolidating the ſaid two na- 


vigations ; ; and for other purpoſes. 


For improving the navigation of the river Trent, From a place called Wilden Ferry, in the 
counties of Derby and. Leiceſter, or one of them, to Gainſborough, in the county of Lincoln; . 
and for empowering, perſons, nayigating veſſels thereon, to haul the ſame with horſes. 

For repealing, an act, entitled, An act for charging a ſtamp duty upon inland bills of ex- 
change, promiſſory notes, or other notes payable otherwiſe than on demand,” and for grant- 
ing new ſtamp duties on bills of exchange, promiſſory and other notes; and alſo ſtamp duties 
on receipts. 

For enabling the commiſſioners of ſupply of the ſeveral counties therein mentioned, in 
Scotland, to aſſeſs and levy certain ſums for relieving ſuch of the inhabitants of the ſaid coun- 
ties as have been reduced to indigence by the failure of the laſt year's crop of corn; and to en- 
able his Majeſty, during the next receſs of Parliament, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to permit the importation of corn into the ſaid counties for a limited time, and in 
ſhips or veſſels belonging to any ſtate in amity with his Majeſty, navigated by foreign ſeamen. 

For allowing the drawback of the whole duty of cuſtoms upon the exportation of rice, 

For altering the duties and drawbacks upon plain muſflins, unrated muſlins and calicoes, and 
Nanquin cloths. 

For repealing ſo much of an act, as took off the duties payable upon the importation of that 
ſpecies of blue called ſmalts ; and for granting relief to the owners and proprietors of tobacco 
of the growth of Scotland, which ſhall not be worth the duties impoſed thereon by an a& of 
the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. 

For the better preventing frauds in the landing and removing of wines in this kingdom; 
and to prevent the relanding of refined ſugar, entered for exportation, to obtain the drawback 
or bounty. 

For the more effectual encouragement of the manufactures of flax and cotton in Great 
Britain. 

For the further encouraging the growth of coffee and cocoa nuts, in his Majeſty's iſlands 
and plantations in America. 

For preventing the exportation of corn, grain, or meal, with a bounty, during the opera- 
tion of two acts, paſſed in this preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, for allowing the importation of 
corn, | 
For making and maintaining a navigable. canal "wid a place near Hider 8 Green, i in the 
county of Stafford, to Broadwater fire engine, and fix collateral cuts from the ſame to ſeveral 
coal mines; and alſo a navigable canal from or near the town of. Birmingham, to join the 
Coventry canal, at or near Fazeley, in the pariſh of Tamworth, in the ſaid county of Staf- 
ford, with a collateral cut to the lower part of the ſaid town of Birmingham, 
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ment and paper; and alſo for repealing certain exemptions from the ſtamp duties. 
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not paid, or the goods exported, within a limited time. 
For granting to his Majeſty ſeveral additional and new duties upon ſtamped m, Perch 
| | vellum, 


For granting to his Majeſty a ſtamp duty on licences to be taken out by certain perſons 


- uttering or vending medicines : and certain ſtamp duties on all ' medicines ſola under ſuch 


licences, or under the authority of his Majeſty's letters patent. 

For taking away from the commiſſioners of exciſe in England and Scotland, the power of 
compounding with perſons making malt not to ſell, but'to be conſumed in'their 6wn privats 
families. h | | | 

For repealing an act, intituled, An Act for veſting the Fort of Senegal, and its depen- 
dencies, in the Company of Merchants trading to Africa:“ and to veſt, as well the ſaid Fort 
and its dependencies, as all other the Britiſh forts and ſettlements upon the coaſt of Africa, 


lying between the port of Sallee and Cape Rouge, together with all the property, eſtate and 


effects of the Company of Merchants trading to Africa, in or upon the faid forts, ſettlements, 
and their dependencies, in his Majeſty; and for ſecuring, extending and improving the trade 
to Africa; and for veſting James Fort, in the river Gambia, and its dependencies, and all 
other the Britiſh forts and fettlements between the port of Sallee and Cape Rouge, in the 


Company of Merchants trading to Africa; and for ſecuring and regulating the trade to 


Africa. 

For appointing and enabling commiſhoners further to examine, take, and ſtate the public 
accounts of the kingdom. | 3 

For the more effectual preventing the illegal importation of foreign ſpirits, and for putting 
a top to the private diſtillation of Brĩtiſn made ſpirituous liquors; for explaining part of the 
act impoſing a duty on male ſervants; to amend and reQify a miſtake in an act of the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, with reſpect to the removal of tea from one part of the kingdom to the 
other parts thereof; and for preventing vexatious actions againſt officers of exciſe, acting in 


purſuance of the authority given by exciſe ſtatutes. 


SUPPLIEs granted by Parliament for this year * 
For 110,000 ſeamen, including 25, 291 marines, — 5,406,000 o 0 
For the ordinary of the navy, &c. — NEE WER 451,089 12 11 
Towards building and repairing ſhips of war, e. — ine 3 4. 
For the charge of the office of ordnance for the land ſervice, &c. 630,012 12 10 
Ordnance extraordinaries of 1782, —— — 819,259 2 9 
For compenſation to proprietors of lands near Chatham, — 4,949 11 5 
For the pay of the land- forces, including invalids, &c. — 1, 356,919 10 24 
Extraordinaries of the army, — 1,259,875 13 7 
For maintaining guards and garriſons in and out of the kingdom, 1,626, 108 10 5 
For the pay of the general and ſtaff- officers, &c. — „ 260,454 2 1 
For the militia, and four regiments of fencible men in North Britain, 105,418 10 0 
For the charge of four regiments of foot and additionals, from Ireland, 41,140 16 2 
For the charge of five corps formed in North America, — 63.126 17 4 
0 


On account of the reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces, &c. 133,522 13 1 


— 


Carried over, 12, 297, 220 14 1034 
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Brought over, 12,297,220 14 10+ 
For allowances 1 to fiat efi__ and. -private e of the two 
reduced troops of horſe-guards, &c. — — 574 18 4 
To ſeveral officers late in the ſervice of the States-General, — 3.513 9 0 
For half- pay to certain provincial corps, — 15,00 © a 
For one regiment of light dragoons, and ſeven Fun" of: beet in 
the Eaſt Indies, for 1783, . £5,074 10 © 
For the charge of eight battalions of foot, — — 40,241 14 © 
For extra charge of forces ſerving-abroad, — — 136,888 11 6 
For the charge of out- penſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital, &c. — 96,972 17 11 
For 200 letter-men of Chelſea Hoſpital, — — 1,830 0 0 
For the charge of three Hanoverian battalions at Gibraltar, — 28,917 1x of 
For ditto of two ditto, in Great Britain, — — 9,320 13 6 
For the charge of 13,472 Heſſian troops and ſubſidy, _ 367,203 9 10 
For ditto of a, 257 men of the troops of Hanau and ſubſidy, — 65,158 12 8 
To make good the deficiencies in ſams voted for ditto in 1781, 3,317 14 9 
For the charge of 4, 300 Brunſwickers, — — 93,947 15 8 
Ditto of one regiment of Waldeck, and ſubſidy, = 77,498 3 24 
For a corps of foot of Anhalt Zerbſt, including artillery, — 23,818 11 114 
For ditto of 1,781 troops of the Margrave of Anſpach, cc. — $1,501 19 12 
Deficiency in votes for ditto in 1782, — — 6,419 9 9 
For artillery for the foreign troops, — — 27,683 14 0 
For repairing, &c. Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 13,00 © © 
To the Levant Company, — _ — 5,000 OO © 
On account of new roads and bridges in the Highlands of North Britain, $5,329 10 6 
Towards carrying on the buildings at Somerfet Houſe, — 25,000 © ©& 
Towards rebuilding Newgate, —— —— — 10,000 o 0 
To the commiſſioners of public accounts, — 7,500 © 0 
To the officers of the board of works, for ſurveying the loſſes occa- 
ſioned by the riots in 1780, — — — 1, 006 15 0 
For the relief of certain American civil officers, &c. — 76,849 16 6 
Towards enabling his Majeſty to make a ſeparate — for the 
Prince of Wales, 60,000 & 0 
To make good to his Majeſty the like ſam iſſued by his Majeſty's | 
orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, 11,236 4 0 
To Mr. Duncan Campbell, for employing convicts in heaving ballaſt ALA 
on the T hames, — — —— 14,452 17 3 
For the civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of St. John, — 3.150 0 © 
Ditto of Georgia, — — — — 3,340 0 0 
Ditto of Nova Scotia, — — — 5,943 9 5 
Ditto of Eaſt Florida, — — — 3,950 0 0 
Ditto of Weſt Florida, — — _ 44970 4 1 
Ditto of Senegambia, —— — — 2,450 © 0 
Carried forward, 13,555,283 7 112 
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Towards 
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* 
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Ditto of annuity fund, 1778, 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1779, - - 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1780, 
Ditto of annuity fund, 1782, 
Ditto of grants for 1582, 


Vote of credit, 


% 


a” 


* 


The WAs and Mea ANS _ raiſing the foregotng ſupplies, 


Duty on malt, — 
Land tax at 4s. — 
By loans and Exchequer bills, to be charged on next aids, 
By annuities and lottery, 
By Exchequer bills, 

By monies out of the finking fund, 


By ſavings in the hands of the paymaſter-general of the army, 
By ditto, in the hands of ditto, 


By ditto, paid into the Exchequer by Sir R. Taylor, 


Stamp duty on bills of exchange for 1782, doubled, 


Total of Ways and Means, 


$ diſcharging 8 bills, ue 
L For diſcharging certain other Exchequer bills, &c. 
For ditto, on the vote of, credit of 1782, 
For diſcharging certain other Exchequer bills, 
To make good deficiency of annuity fund of 1758 ,, 


| Total Supplies, 


3 


Brought over, 


« % 


— 


* 
— 


Total amount of Supplies granted, 


Exceſs of Ways and Means, 


The following additional duties and new taxes were impoſed this year:.— 


The ſame extended to foreign bills, promiſſory notes, &c. 
Additional ſtamp duties on probates of wills and legacies, 


Ditto on bonds, law proceedings, admiſſions to the inns of court, &c. 
Ditto on ſtage-coaches and diligences, 


— ä — 
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A new ſtamp duty of 2d. upon-receipts for 21. and not amounting to | 


20l.; 


and of 4d. if amounting to or exceeding 20l. 


Ditto ef 6s. upon every agreement; of 2s. 6d. upon any inventory or 


catalogue ; and of 5s, upon every award, 


Duty on turnpike roads and incloſure bills, 


— — — —ů—ů— — 
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Carried forward, 


7. d. 

13,859528 7 112 
1, 500% 00 0 0 
1, 495, 00 0 0 
, ooo, ooo 0 oO 
4705, o o 
46,444 o 11 

: 160,191 8 8+ | 
141,871 7 74 
b 138,682 17 4 
282,502 8 2 
I,000,000 o o 
L. Ss d. 
750,000 © o 
2,000,000 © o 
1,000,000 o o 
12,480,000. © o 
I, $00,000 © © 
2,200,000 o o 
68,745 0 0 
8,647 15 4 
1,843 11 10 
20,009,230 7 2 
19,788,803 19 4 
220,372 7 10 
1 

56,000 0 0 
44,000 o © 
40,000 © o 
60, 00 0 © 
25,00 0 0 
250,000 © 0 
10,000 o o 
20,000 © o 

— — 


| $05,000 0 0 


2 
9 


rs tivis act b i 
| | Brought over, Fog, ooo 0 oO 
A ſtamp duty of oh upon entry of — burial, marriage, „„ ‚ 5 
chriſtening, — : — 15,000 o o 
Ditto of 208. for a licence to perſons vending medicines ; and 34. upon 
every box, packet, or bottle of medicines, under the value of 2s. 6d. ; 6d, 


when of 28. 6d, value; and 18. when of 5s. and upwards, — 1 5,000 oO & 
A duty of 48. annually upon every waggon, &c.. with three or four on 
wheels, and of 28. annually when with two wheels, — | 25,000 o o 
| , — — — 
Total of additional and new taxes, 560,000 ©. © 
Intereſt of the loan of twelve millions, 560,000 o © 


1— — 


This year opens with another fruitleſs attempt to arrange the affairs of India.— The general 
objects to be provided for in the formation of a ſyſtem for India, were the civil and military 
government, the revenues, and the commerce. The queſtion reſpecting to whom the terri- 
torial right of the Eaſt India Company's poſſeſſions belonged, had: never been finally ſettled : 
there were claims to be aſcertained, and intereſts to be divided. The claims of preſcription 
and general juſtice were to be attended to, and the happineſs of the natives to be conſidered. 
Beſides, it was a matter of ſerious reflection, what would be the probable effects of the govern- 
ment of India on the government of Britain; how it might affect our conſtitution in point of 
influence: and by what means it might add to the ſtrength, without endangering the rights of 
the nation. 

In order to ſecure theſe points, the following principles were laid down as indiſpenſable :;— 
The civil and military government of India, or, in other words, the imperial dominion of our 
territories in the Eaſt, ought to be placed under other controul than that of the company of 
merchants in Leadenhall- ſtreet, - the controul of the genuine and legitimate executive branch 
of the conſtitution, The commerce of the Company ſhould be left as much as poſſible to their 
ſuperintendence : commerce ought always to be left to the merchant unſhackled; unembarraſſed 
with interferences, which might impede its current, and diminiſh its ſecurity :: and, laſtly, any 
poſiible bad effects from the government of India on the conſtitution of Great Britain, muſt 
be ſedulouſly avoided. Such were the land-marks of the ſyſtem propoſed. to the Houſe of 
Commons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. On the 24th of January, he moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for the better 3 and management of the affairs of the Eaſt India 
Company. 

By this bill, commiſſioners were to be appointed by his Majeſty, from the members of his 
privy council, who were authorized and empowered, from time to time, to check, ſuperintend, 
and controul all acts, operations, and concerns, which in anywiſe relate to the civil or mili- 


tary government or revenues of the territories and poſſeſſions of the ſaid. United Company in 
the Eaſt Indies. 


It then enaQs, That the ſaid board ſhall have acceſs to all papers and documents of the ſaid 


United Company, and ſhall be furniſhed with copies thereof, and of all the proceedings of all 
general and ſpecial courts of proprietors, and of the court of directors; and alſo copies of all 
diſpatches which the directors ſhall receive from any of their ſervants in the Eaſt Indies, im- 
mediately after the arrival thereof; and alſo copies of all letters, orders, and inſtructions what- 


2 | ſoever, 
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ſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies, propoſed to be ſent to any of the ſervants of his M 
ſaid Company, in the Eaſt Indies; and that the court of directors ſhall, and at 


due obedience to, and ſhall be governed and bound by ſuch orders and directions as they ſhall 


from time to time, receive from the faid board, touching the civil or military government and 
revenue of the territories and poſſeſſions of the Company. | | 

And it was further enacted, That the ſaid board ſhall return the copies of the ſaid diſpatches 
to the court of directors, with their approbation thereof, or their reaſons, at large, for diſap- 
proving the ſame, together with inſtructions in reſpe thereto ; and that the court of directors 
ſhall thereupon diſpatch and ſend the letters, orders, and inſtructions, ſo approved or amended, 
to their ſervants in India, without further delay; and no letters, orders, or inſtructions, until 
after ſuch previous communication thereof to the ſaid board, ſhall, at any time, be ſent or dic. 


- patched by the faid directors to the Eaſt Indies, on any account or pretence whatſoever. 


It further enacts, That in caſe the ſaid board ſhall ſend any orders, which, in the Opinion 
of the ſaid court of directors, ſhall relate to points not connected with the civil or military 
government and revenues of the ſaid territories and poſſeſſions in India, it ſhall be lawful for 
them to apply by petition to his Majeſty in council touching ſuch order; and the deciſion of 
the council thereon ſhall be final and concluſive, 

It then enacts, That the nomination of the commanders in chief ſhall be veſted in his Ma- 
jeſty; and that the ſaid commanders in chief ſhall always be ſecond in council. It alſo veſts 
in bis Majefty the power to remove any governor-general, preſidents, and members of the 
conncils of any Britiſh ſettlements in India; and enaQts, that all yacancies in the offices aſore- 
ſaid, ſhall be ſupplied by the court of directors, ſubject to the approbation of his Majeſty ; and 
in caſe the perſon nominated by the ſaid court ſhall not be approved by his Majeſty, the ſaid 
court ſhall proceed to nominate ſome other perſon, ſubze& to the approbation or diſallowance 
of his Majeſty, in the ſame manner as before directed; and fo, toties quoties, until ſome perſon 
or perſons ſha!l be nominated or appointed who ſhall be approved by his Majeſty ; and in caſe 
the court of directors ſhall not, within a certain number of days, hereafter to be ſpecified, pro- 
ceed to ſupply the ſame, then it ſhall be lawful for his Majeſty to appoint a perſon to ſupply 
the office ſo vacant. | 

Laſtly, it was enacted, That no order or reſolution of any general court of proprietors ſhall 
be available to revoke or reſcind, or in any reſpect to affect the proceeding of the court of 
directors, after his Majeſty's pleaſure ſhall have been ſignified upon the ſame, 

The debates on this bill turned principally on its merits and demerits as compared with the 
India bill rejected in the Houſe of Lords. It was argued by Mr. Pitt, that, in his bill, all the 
rights enjoyed by the Company under their charter, were preſerved inviolate, as far as was 
compatible with the public ſafety. When, in anſwer to this, it was aſſerted, that nothing but 
the ſhadow of power was left to the Company; and that, by the negative reſerved to the crown 
in all matters whatſoever, the ſubſtance was, in effect, veſted there, —he contended, that what- 
ever might be the effect of the bill, yet having previouſly obtained the conſent, both of the 
court of proprietors and directors, to all the regulations contained in it, no violation of privi- 
leges could be inferred, where there was a voluntary ſurrender of them. The ſecond point in 
which the new bill differed from the former was this, — that it left where it found all the ** 
tronage of the Company, the commander in chief excepted. On the other fide, it was main- 


tained, that the whole military patronage would almoſt neceſſarily follow the appointment Pa 


3 


or THE ORLIOGI Nor COMMERCE. n 3435 


wy the commander in chief, In the former bill, the transferring the entire government. of the: 


Company's affairs to the new board, the nomination of commiſſioners in Parliament, and the 


permgnent duration of their authority for a term of four years, had occaſioned great alatm, as ; 


creating a new power dangerous to the conſtitution. . The object of the preſent bill was merely 
controul, and the exerciſe of that controul, like every branch of the executive government, 
was referred to the difcretion of the crown. In auſwer to this, it was obſerved, that to leave 
one ſet of men, who had not only been convicted of having notoriouſly abuſed their power, 


but were univerſally allowed to be unfit for the truſt repoſed in them, in the poſſeſſion of do- 


minion, merely for the purpoſe of being controuled by another, was to eſtabliſh dominion and 
weakneſs in government upon ſyſtem.—In ſhort, the bill, on its Denn reading, on the 23d 
of January, was rejected by a very ſmall majority. 

The loſs of this bill was followed by a very general expectation that there would be a new 
adminiſtration, or an immediate diſſolution of the Parliament. The miniſtry, however, not- 
withſtanding the ſuperiority of the oppoſition in the Houſe of Commons, maintained their 
ground, and the Parliament was not diſſolved till ſome time afterwards, Mr, Pitt, at this 
time, was a rare example of patience and magnanimity : he conſidered ' himſelf as bound by 
the duty he owed his country, to remain a miniſter without a majority in Parliament, and to 
ſuffer the daily mortifications which may be naturally ſuppoſed to ariſe from ſuch a fituation. 

In this ſtate of public diſtraction, it was the with of many of the country gentlemen that 
the oppoſing parties ſhould coaleſce, and that an adminiſtration might be ſo formed, as to en- 
{ure that laſting unanimity among the leaders of the different parties which would forward the 
operations of government, and reſtore national tranquillity : for this deſirable end, negocia- 
tions were commenced, but without ſucceſs ; and as the oppoſition did not dare to ſtop the 
voting of the ſupplies, though ſome of its leaders were diſpoſed to adopt that deſperate mea- 


ſure, the miniſtry at length triumphed ; and, on the 24th of March, Parhament was pro- 5 


rogued, and the day following diſſolved by proclamation. 

In the ſpeech which the King delivered from the throne, he took occaſion to obſerve, that, 
on a full conſideration of the preſent ſituation of, affairs, and of the extraordinary circum- 
ſtances which produced it, he was induced to put an end to the fitting of Parliament, He felt 
it a duty which he owed to the conſtitution and to the country, to recur as ſpeedily as poſſible 
to the ſenſe of the people, by the mode of a general election. He truſted that this meaſure 
would obviate the miſchiefs ariſing from the unhappy diviſions and diſtractions that had lately 
ſubſiſted, and that the important ſubjects which required the conſideration of Parliament, 
might be afterwards proceeded upon with leſs interruption and happier effect. He could have 
no other obje& than to' preſerve the true principles of the conſtitution, and to employ the 
powers entruſted to him by law, for the only end for which they were given,—the good of his 
people. 

Thovgh the oppoſition had poſſeſſed a very uncommon and .commanding majority in the 
Houſe of Commons, the nation at large was extremely favourable to the preſent adminiſtra- 
ton. At the very moment when Mr. Pitt could not carry a ſingle queſtion in Parliament, 
the common-council of London voted their thanks to him, for his able, upright, and diſinte- 
reſted conduct, as Firſt Lord of the Treaſury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the preſent 
alarming and critical juncture of affairs. The court alſo unanimouſly voted the freedom of 


the city, to be preſented to Mr. Patt in a gold box, as a mark of gratitude for, and approbation 
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the deepeſt gratitude, the late timely interference of the Houſe of Lords for the preſery 
odur excellent conſtitution, and the ſecurity of the rights of every branch of the legiſlature . 
' which, after ſome debate, was carried by a great majority. ”- . 


tional rights of the people. A motion was alfo made in the fame court, to acknowled 
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of, his zeal and aſſiduity in ſupporting the legal prerogatives of the crown and the conſtitu- 


ge, with 
ation of 


It had been a favourite aſſertion of many of the leading members of oppoſition, that the 
popularity of Mr. Pitt and his colleagues did not poſſeſs any ſolid foundation, and that x very 
ſhort time would ſuffice for its deſtruction: but this opinion found an unreferved conttadic. 


tion in almoſt every part of the kingdom. The great and memorable conteſt between adm;. 
niſtration and the Houſe of Commons had continued much longer than any one could have 


foreſeen or expected; and, during the ſtruggle, the popularity of the former, inſtead of dimi. 
niſhing, ſeemed daily to grow more extenſive and unqueſtionable. Never was any deciſion, if 
taken in all its parts, more full and explicit than that which was giyen by the people in the 
general election which immediately followed the diflolution of Parliament, 

The meeting of the new Parliament took place on the 18th of May ; and it is from this 
term that we may date, in a great degree, the parliamentary exiſtence of Mr. Pitt's adminiſtra- 


tion: the remainder of the laſt feſhon may rather be faid to have been conſumed in a conteſt 
between two powerful parties, than in the charaQteriſtic exertions of a regular government. 


The former ſpeaker being again feated in the chair of the Houſe of Commons, on the 19th 
of May the ſeſſion was opened by a fpeech from the throne. Upon this occaſion, the King 
expreſſed the greateſt ſatisfaction at meeting his Parliament at this time, after having recurred, 
in ſuch an important moment, to the ſenſe of his people. That he entertained a juſt and con- 
fident reliance, that the aſſembly which he addreſſed was animated with the ſame ſentiments of 
loyalty, and the ſame attachment to the conſtitution, which had been, ſo fully manifeſted in 
every part of the kingdom. The objects peculiarly recommended to their attention, were the 
alarming progreſs of frauds in the revenue, the framing of ſuch commercial regulations as were 
immediately neceſſary, and the providing for the good government of our poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt Indies. On this latter ſubject, he hoped Parliament would not loſe fight of the effect 
which the meaſures they adopted might have on our own conſtitution and deareſt intereſts at 
home. His Majeſty declared he had no wiſh but to conſult the proſperity of his people, by a 
conſtant attention to every object of national concern, by an uniform adherence to the true 
principles of our free conſtitution, and by ſupporting and maintaining in their juſt balance, the 
rights and privileges of every branch of the legiſlature, | 

On the 20th of the ſame month, the following definitive treaty of peace and friendſhip be- 
tween his Majeſty the King of Great Britain and their High Mightineſſes the States-General 
of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, was ſigned at Paris, by the plenipotentiaries 
of the reſpective powers :;— | 

« Article I. There ſhall be a chriſtian, univerſal, and perpetual peace, as well by fea as by 
land, and a fincere and conſtant friendſhip ſhall be re-eſtabliſned between his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, kingdoms, dominions, and ſubjects, and their High Mighti- 
neſſes the ſaid States General, and their dominions and ſubjects, of what quality or condition 
ſoever they be, without exception either of places or perſons; ſo that the high contracting 
parties ſhall give the greateſt attention to the maintaining between themſelves, and their faid 
dominions and ſubje&s, this reciprocal friendſhip and intercourſe, without permitting here- 


after, on either part, any kind of hoſtilities to be committed, either by ſea or by land, for w 
| cauſe, 
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nfs cauſe or under any pretence wharfotrer : ina they ſhall carefully avoid, for the future, every 


thing which might prejudice the union happily re-eſtabliſhed, endeavouring, on the contrary, 
to procure” reciprocally for each other, on every occafion, whateyer may contribute to their 
mutual glory, intereſts, and advantage, without giving any affiſtance or protection, direQly 
or indire&ly, to thoſe who would do any injury to either of the high contracting parties. — 
There ſhall be a general oblivion of every thing which may have been Tone or Evilituitted, 
before or ſince the commencement of the war which is juſt ended. 

„ II. With reſpect to the honours of the flag, and the falute at ſea, by the ſhips of the Re- 
public towards thoſe of his Britannic Majeſty, the ſame cuftom ſhall be reſpeQtively enn 
as was practiſed before the commencement of the war which is juſt ended. 

„III. All the priſoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, and the hoſtages 
carried away or given during the war, and who have not yet been reſtored, conformably to the 
preliminary treaty, ſhall be reſtored as foon as poſſible, without ranſom ; each power reſpeQive- 
ly diſcharging the advances which ſhall have been made for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance of 
their priſoners, by the ſovereign of the country where they ſhall have been detained, according 
to the receipts, atteſted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, which ſhall be furniſhed on 
each fide : and fureties ſhall be reciprocally given for the payment of the debts which the pri- 
ſoners may have contracted in the countries where they may have been detained until their 
entire releaſe. And all ſhips, as welt men of war as merchant ſhips, which may have been 
taken ſince the expiration of the terms agreed upon for the ceſſation of hoſtilities by ſea, ſhall 
likewiſe be reſtored bond fde, with all their crews and cargoes : and the execution of this article 
ſhall be proceeded upon immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty. 

© IV. The States General of the United Provinces cede and guaranty, in full right, to his 
Britannic Majeſty, the town of Negapatnam, with the dependencies thereof; but in conſidera- 
tion of the importance which the States General of the United Provinces annex to the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the aforefaid'town, the King of Great Britain, as a proof of his good will towards the 
States, promiſes, notwithſtanding this ceſſion, to receive and treat with them for the reſtitu- 
tion of the ſaid town, in cafe the Lords the States ſhould hereafter have an equivalent to 
offer him. | 

„V. The King of Great Britain ſhall reftore to the States Geheral of the United Pro- 
vinces, Frinquemale, as alſo all the other towns, forts, harbours, and ſettlements, which in 
the courſe of the war have been conquered in any part of the world whatever by the arms of 
his Britannie Majeſty, or by thoſe of the Englith Eaſt India Company, and of which he 
ſhould be in poſſeſſion; the whole in the condition in which they ſhall be found. 

VI. The States General of the United Provinces promiſe and engage, not to obſtruct 
the navigation ef the Britiſh ſubjects in the Eaſtern Seas. | 

„VII. Whereas differences have ariſen between the Engliſh African Company and the 
Dutch Weſt India Company, relative to the navigation on the coaſts of Africa, as alſo on the 
ſubje& of Cape Apollonia; for preventing all cauſe of complaint between the fubjects of the 
two nations on thoſe coaſts, it is agreed; that commiſſaries thall be named, on each ſide, to 
make ſuitable-arrangements on theſe points. | 

„VIII. All the countries and territories which may have been, or which may be conquer- 
ed, in any part of the world whatſoever, by the arms of his Britannic Majeſty, as well as by 
thoſe of the States General, which are not included i in the preſent treaty, neither under the 
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without requiring any compenſation. e Ne e 6 1 
IX. Whereas by the ninth article of the preliminary treaty a period . 
. appointed by the high contracting parties, for the reſtitutions 
each ſide, of the towns, fortreſſes, and territories which mig 
reſpective arms, and of which they might be in poſſeſſion, excepting ſuch as had been ceded; 
and whereas the term ſpecified in the aforeſaid ninth article is already expired; the hi h 
contracting parties engage reciprocally, and bend fide, to obſerve the ſaid ſtipulations, and 5 
caſe, by any accident or otherwiſe, the ceſſions and reſtitutions therein compriſed ſhould not 


ſtipulated and 
and evacuations to be made, on 


| have taken place, to expedite immediately the neceſſary orders, to the end that there may be 


no farther delay in the accompliſhment of the ſaid ſtipulations. 

« X, His Britannic Majeſty and their High Mightineſſes the aforeſaid States General, pro- 
miſe to obſerve ſincerely, and band fide, all the articles contained and eſtabliſhed in this preſent 
treaty ; and they will not ſuffer the ſame to be infringed, directly or indirectly, by their re- 
ſpective ſubjects; and the ſaid high contracting parties guaranty to each other, generally and 
reciprocally, all the ſtipulations of the preſent articles. 

XI. The ſolemn ratifications of the preſent treaty, prepared in good and due form, ſhall 
be exchanged in this city of Paris, between the high contracting parties, in the ſpace of one 
month, or ſooner if it can be done, to be computed from the day of the ſignature of the preſent 

treaty, 

In witneſs whereof, we, the under-written, their ambaſſadors and miniſters plenipoten- 
tiary, have ſigned with our hands, in their names, and by virtue of our full powers, the pre- 
ſent definitive treaty, and have cauſed the ſeals of our arms to be affixed thereto. . : 

«« Done at Paris, the twentieth of May, 1784. 

a (L. S.) DAN TEL HAIL ES. 
(L. S.) LESTEVENON VAN BERKENROODE, 
(L. S.) BRANTSEN. | 

Soon after the meeting of Parliament, a petition of the proprietors of landed eſtates in his 
Majeſty's ſugar colonies, and of the merchants of London trading thereto, and other perſons 
intereſted therein, was preſented to the Houſe of Commons. This petition ſets forth, that 
the petitioners, or their anceſtors, have inveſted their fortunes in the ſettlement, cultivation, 
and commerce of the ſaid colonies, to the extent, upon the moſt moderate computation, of 


more than 50,000,000]. ſterling ; whereby the ſaid colonies, and the commerce thereon de- 


pendent, have become the moſt confiderable ſource of navigation and national wealth which 
Great Britain poſſeſſes out of the limits of the mother country; and that whilſt the ſaid colo- 
nies, as well directly as through the medium of other dependent branches of trade, afford a 
market for Britiſh commodities, to a very great amount, and conſtant employment for more 
than 100,000 tons of ſhipping, in the direct intercourſe between Great Britain and the faid 
colonies ; while the clear income of the eſtates in the ſaid colonies, after defraying the expences 
of thoſe who are reſident there, is almoſt entirely ſpent in the mother country: wherefore the 
petitioners conceive, that no part of the national property can be more beneficially employed 
for the public than theirs, nor any intereſts better entitled to the protection of the legiſlature; 
and that the diſaſters and expences of the late war, coinciding with many natural calamities, 
and with the effect of the heavy increaſe of duties impoſed upon the ſtaple articles of their 


produce, have reduced the petitioners to great diſtreſs and difficulty, and endanger their ability, 
| : without 
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4 without relief from Parliament, to carry on the cultivation of the ſaid iſlands ; which failing, 


the navigation, and all the other ſubordinate intereſts and advantages dependent on the culti- 
vation, muſt fail with it; and that the ſaid ſugar colonies cannot produce any quantity of 


proviſions at all adequate to their wants, without miſapplying thereto that culture which the 
public good requires to be appropriated to thoſe articles of commerce which that climate alone 


produces : and that nee and the leeward iſlands do not 1 any ſupply of lumber 


The petition alſo ſtates, that the ſaid ſugar colonies never have been, and, to the perfect 


conviction of the petitioners, never can be ſupplied, ſo as ſteadily to ſupport the culture there- 


of, with lumber and proviſions from any other country but thoſe which form the United 


States of America; ſeeing that the gulf and river of St. Laurence are frozen up half the year, 
and that the open half includes the hurricane months in the Weſt Indies; and that the want 
of inhabitants, and the rigour of the climate, as well in Nova Scotia as in Canada, fruſtrate all 
juſt expectation of thoſe colonies becoming ſpeedily, if ever productive, to any conſiderable 
degree, of thoſe articles of which the Weſt Indies ſtand in need: and that the faid ſugar colo- 
nies never have paid, and to the perfect convittion of the petitioners, never can pay, for ſuch 
lamber and proviſions, but by that part of their produce which being ſuperflous to Great Bri- 
tain, has never found a market therein, confifting chiefly of ram, of which the dominions 


now forming the United States, uſed, in time of peace, to conſume a greater quantity than 


Great Britain and Ireland did, even before the conſumption into Great Britain was diſcour- 


aged, by the heavy duties impoſed thereon, to the equal detriment of the revenue and of the 
| intereſts of the petitioners : and this ſuperfluous produce, if not conſumed in Great Britain or 


the dominions of the United States, muſt be loſt, ſeeing the conſumption of the additional 
inhabitants which Canada and Nova Scotia may acquire, can amount to a mere trifle : thus, 
the value of the ſupplies which this ſuperfluous produce ought to pay for, would become a drain 
of ſo much caſh-from the mother country, as muſt, in payment for ſuch lumber and provi- 
ſions, be drawn out of (what would otherwiſe reſt in Great Britain) the value of the remain- 
ing produce of the ſugar colonies fold there, and which would-be paid, through the medium 
of America, to the French, and other foreign ſugar colonies, for ſupplies ſimilar to thoſe which 
we ſhould thus, m the firſt inftance, throw away. 

It alſo ſets forth, that the intercourſe: naturally ariſi ing out of theſe mutual wants of his Ma- 


jeſty's ſugar colonies and the dominions now forming the. United States of America, was, in 


time of peace, chiefly carried on by American ſhipping, of which a large proportion confiſted 
of loops, ſchooners, and other ſmall veſſels, adapted to the cheap conveyance of bulky commo- 
dities, for a ſhort navigation, and not at all fit for or. employed in the conveyance of fugar 
from the Weſt Indies to Europe, but which took back the returns for their own cargoes in 
the ſuperfluous produce before- mentioned: and that although the direct intercourſe with Ame- 
rica in American ſhips, is, by his Majeſty's proclamation, freely permitted to the petitioners 
fellow - ſubjects, not only in Great Britain, but in Ireland, it is with-held from the petitioners, 
to whom, of all his Majeſty's ſubjects, it is the moſt eſſential; and the faid intercourſe ſtands 
reſtrained to Britiſh-built fhips ;. by which if the trade were to be carried, they. muſt generally 
proceed from Great Britain to America in ballaſt, at a ruinous expence, and greatly enhance 
to the conſumer the price of thoſe commodities which form the foundaticn of all his culture, 
and which the petitioners conceive that every principle of commercial policy coincides in re- 


quiring to be conveyed to his hand at the cheapeſt rate poſſible. 
It 
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ſuperflous roc | 
his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in the dominians of the American ſtates, and on 55 1 


trading thither, have been impoſed upon the expreſs ground of Great Britain 8 
Intercourſe by American veffels, Which the French ſugar colanies not only admit, but, with 
true policy, invite; whereby a preference moſt dangerous to our eſſential intereſts is . to 
the foreign ſugar colonies, in the demand for thoſe commodities which there is no natural ob- 
ſtacle to their ſupplying as well as we can, although their regulations had hitherto preyented 
it: and that, under all theſe circumſtances, the petitioners are impelled, by every public and 
private duty, in the moſt explicit terms to inform the Houſe, that if, by means of this prohi. 
bition, the Britiſh ſugar colonies are deprived of a market for that part of their produce which 
is ſuperfluous to Great Britain and Ireland, aud loaded with the additional expence of procu- 
ring lumber and proyifions, above ſtated, which ſeems the. inevitable conſequence of perſeye- 
ring therein, the cultivation of the ſaid ſugar colonies cannot be carried on at all, nor any of 
them to advantage: for which reaſons, the petitioners are convinced, and ſubmit to the Houſe, 
that far from being fayourable to Britiſh navigation, the prohibition in queſtion is big with 
deſtruction to one of its principal ſources ; and, if it ſhould be perfiſted in, his Majeſty's ſugar 
colonies muſt, in the natural courſe of things, fink together with the navigation, revenues, and 
all the complicated public intereſts thereon dependent, in one common ruin with the private 
fortunes of the petitioners, & c. &c. Wt | | 
This petition ſtrikes at the, very root of the navigation act, which is the baſis of our great 
maritime power, and has given us the trade of the world : it was therefore ordered to lay upon 
the table, as a matter of future conſideration. | | 
A very principal object of attention during this, ſeſſion of Parliament were the regulations 
that were. adopted upon the ſubject of ſmuggling, and particularly the act of Parliament com- 
monly called the Commutation Act. X | 
A committee had been appointed early in the laſt ſeſſion of the preceding Parliament to en- 
quire into the illicit practices uſed in defrauding the revenue; in conſequence of which, three 
reports were delivered in, which entered very much into a detail of the ſubject, and were con- 
ſidered as exhibiting very important matter for the melioration of the revenue. On the 11th 
of February, the chairman of the committee had moved. a reſolution, ſtating, that the illicit 
practice had greatly increaſed, —that the public revenue was defrauded to the extent of not leſs 
than two millions per annum „and that theſe enormities and national loſſes merited the early 


ſerious attention of Parliament. . 


Soon after the meeting of the new Parliament, the ſubje& of theſe reports, and of the laws 


in being for the prevention. of ſmuggling, was referred to a committee of the whole Houſe.— 
On the 21ſt of June, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved that the duties of cuſtoms: and 
exciſe payable on teas, do ceaſe and determine. This motion was made as a preliminary to 
certain reſolutions which were to form the baſis, of a law to prevent ſmuggling. This motion 
was grounded on the following obſervations on the illicit trade of this kingdom. 

That this illicit trade had for ſome years paſt been carried to an amazing height, and was 
become very alarming to the revenue in many of its branches, but more particularly in the 
article of tea, is matter of univerſal notoriety. Tea was. ſaid, with great reaſon, to be the 
ſtaple of ſmuggling ; for though the contraband trade extended to a variety of articles, yet tea 
was ſuch a principal commodity in this illicit trade, that-if any means could be deviſed to pre- 


vent the ſmuggling of tea, it was generally believed, as it bas ſince turned out, that the yy 
| an 
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and leſſor branches eoutd/ Hardly give eficorrageinent to the Fragte eſpecially if the regulations 


- which wers now projecting ſhould be adopted. 


The amount of the duty on tea was, at this period, between 700, Oo. and 860 866l. and 
45 it was propoſed by Government not to raiſe upon tea in future above 169,0001, there would 
be a falling off of at leaſt 600,000. per annum. Though the reaſon for lowering the daty at 
all, was to take away the temptation to fmuggling by diminiſhing the profits, there did not 


appear, in order to effect this purpoſe, to be any occaffor to take off the whole of the duty ; ; 


for, if we take into conſideration! the market price of teas in the other European countries, — 
that the price alſo of infurance and freight, in fo hazardous a trade, was near 251, per cent, to 
the ſhore, —that the inſurance for the inland carriage of it in this kingdom, was about 101, per 
cent. more, the profit upon the whole could not be reckoned at more than gl. per cent. 
becauſe the voyage from the continent to England might be very often repeated in the courſe 

of the year, fo that the gl. per cent. might, upon the whole of the ſmuggler's capital, be 
reckoned in the end at 'gol. per cent. per annum. It was evident, therefore, that conſidering: 
the expences attending the fea and inland infurances, with the freight and profit, the ſmuggler 
muſt ſell at 401. per cent. above the prime coſt. 

The plan therefore, that was propoſed, was to take off all the exciſe duty on tea, and impoſe: 
a cuſtom duty of ral. ros. on bohez tea: this it was apprehended would ruin the ſmuggling: 
trade in that article: on the finer kind of teas a higher duty would bt laid; r51. per cent. on 
Souchong, &.; 201. on Singlo and Hyſon, and 3ol. on Congo. 

We have already obſerved, that the total annual importation of teas into Europe amounted 
to about 19, ooo, ooo lbs. above two-thirds of which quantity was conſumed in Great Britain. 
and Ireland, though the legal importation was not quite 6,000,c00 ; conſequently the quantity 
annually ſmuggled muſt have been above 7,000,000 lbs. According to this calculation, the 
people of England were conſiderably under-rated at the number of 6,000,000. Of theſe, it 


was ſaid that 2,000,000 would be relieved from the payment of the preſent duty on tea, without 


being obliged to contribute a farthing towards the tax which would be propoſed as a ſubſtitu- 


tion; the other 4, ooo, ooo, it was calculated, could, one with another, conſume three pounds 


of tea each in the year, for each pound of which they, at this time, paid on an average 28. 7d. 
duty: this duty, or the principal part of it, being taken off, they could, of courſe, afford to 
pay to a ſubſtituted tax, which was propoſed to be raiſed in the following manner: 


On every houſe with ſever! windows, and Which houſe was alſo rated to the houſe tax, it 
was intended to lay an additional tax of 38. and ſo on charging 88. for every houſe of eight 


windows, -s, for thoſe of nine windows, — 108. 6d. for thoſe of ten windows, and ſo on 
adding 28. 6d. for each window up to twenty: four, — and ſtill riſing up to one hundred and 
cighty windows, for which 20l. per annum ſhould be paid over and above the duty at preſent 


paid on windows and houſes. This regulation was calculated to produce above 700, oool.; ſo 


that with the new duty on tea, the produce would be near oo, oo. According to this plan, 


therefore, it appeared that the public revenue would be a conſiderable gainer, and, at the ſame 
time, the people would have no reaſon to complain of additional burdens. ' As for example: 


an houſe which ſhould be rated at 108. 6d. would contain a number of inhabitants ſufficient to 
conſume ſuch a quantity of tea, as, from its reduced Pfies, would more than indemnify them 


from the additional duty. 
In England, Scotland and Wales, it was calculated that there were about 699, 58 houſes, 


211,483 
2 


Which might be divided into the following different claſſes: 286 „293 houſes under 7 windows; 


1 
: 
— 5 * 
1 
* 
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tax, and the inhabitants, being of the poorer ſort, would be wholly 
on tea. The great benefits, therefore, that would ariſe from this ne 


1784 211,483 houſes, from 8. to 10 windows; 38,324, of 11 ditto; 24,919, from 12 


tea, when at preſent it does not diſpoſe of quite 6,000,000: the Company alſo, 


w 


6; 1 
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0 13; 61,652, 
Scotland, Of 
| Ng to this new 
delivered from the duty 


| new regulation, would he 
the checking, or rather the abſolute ruin of the ſmuggling trade,—that the fair trader would 


be relieved, in a great meaſure, from the diſagreeable viſits of exciſe officers, and that the E 

05 | | aft 
India Company would poſleſs the yery great advantage of ſupplying the whole kingdom with 
tea inſtead of leſs than one half; or, in other words, would find a vent for 14,000,000 Ibs. of 

r 8 1 would hereby 

be enabled to take 20 additional large ſhips into their ſervice, which would find employ for 
2,000 ſeamen, a circumſtance in itſelf of great national importance, Such a plan, therefore, 
which, While it encreaſed the public revenue, produced a ſaving to the people, was ſurely cal. 
culated to meet the approbation of Parliament, 'and of the nation at large. It was certainl 
not the intereſt of the India Company, having the market of tea excluſively, to avail them. 
ſelves of their monopoly to raiſe the prices of that article, becauſe the ſmugglers who had 
hitherto carried on their trade againſt the high duties, would then carry it on againſt the high 
prices : nevertheleſs, that the people might not be left at the mercy of the Company, it was 
propoſed that, if ever the price of tea, at their ſales, ſhould exceed a given price, that the ports 
of the kingdom ſhould then be thrown open for the importation of tea from the continent, 

Such were the principles on which the motion was founded for determining the duties on 
teas, and which was followed by various reſolutions, that ſerved as the foundation of the a& 
ſince known by the name of the Commutation Act. 

The principal objection to this bill, aroſe from the idea that it abandoned a certain national 
income of near a million per annum, upon an uncertain expectation of benefiting the revenue 
by putting an end to the practice of ſmuggling, and to make amends for the defalcation by 
laying a tax of a very unpopular and oppreſſive nature. But the arguments uſed in ſupport of 
this objection, were by no means ſufficient to obſtruct the progreſs, or alter the form of a 
meaſure, which had ſuch great public advantages in view. | 

T hat this bill gave up the exiſting duties and exciſe on teas was undoubtedly true, but it 
propoſed to lay another duty in lieu of them; and it propoſed an additional tax on windows, 
not as a new tax, but as a commutation for the portion of the duties on tea that it gave 
up,—and the reaſon for ſuch a regulation was to check the pernicious and deſtructive practice 
of ſmuggling. The great and alarming extent to which that illicit trade had arrived, was well 
known to every one; while the conſequences it threatened to the revenue, to commerce, and 
to the kingdom in general, were ſo ſerious, and of ſuch magnitude, that it became highly ne- 
ceſſary to take ſome effectual meaſures to check, if not to prevent the continuance of ſmuggling. 

With ſuch a view this bill was framed, and there was every reaſon to expect that it would 
go further towards extinguiſhing the practice of ſmuggling, than any meaſure that had ever 
been propoſed or adopted for its prevention, Tea was the great bafig of the ſmuggler's trade: 
if, therefore, that eſſential article of illicit traffic vas taken out of their hands, there was the 
greateſt reaſon to believe that ſmuggling would be carried on, at moſt, to a very trifling and 
inconſiderable extent. In order, therefore, to effect this neceſſary and beneficial purpoſe, the 
bill propoſed to lower the exiſting duties on tea, and to reduce them in ſuch a degree as ſhould 
enable the fair trader to rival the ſmuggler. 


from 14 to 19; 52,652, of 20 windows and upwards; and 19,792 houſes in 
theſe, about 200,000, as being excuſed from the houſe tax, would pay nothi 


As 
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As the duties of cuſtoms and exciſe ſtood at this time, they amounted to about 30 per cent. 


on the value of teas of all deſcriptions; and, according to the preſent bill, thoſe high duties 


would be lowered to about a fourth part of that amount, —a reduction that would leave the 


ſmuggler ſo little room for profit, that it would not be worth his while to run the riſk to 


which his illicit trade would be expoſed, for the chance of obtaining the ſmall profit that could 
be gained by his dealing any longer in tea. Every trade, licit or illicit, depends altogether 
upon the proportion of profit ſet agamit the proportion of riſque and probable loſs, and if this 
bill ſhould ſucceed, by leſſening the one and increafing the other, in the contraband commerce 
which it is intended to correct, there could be no doubt of its immediate happy effects. 

It is very true that tea, from the Revolution to the preſent time, has been conſidered as a fit 
object of taxation; nevertheleſs, the duties upon that article might be carried to a point, that 
would in a great degree deſtroy themſelves, as well as aſſiſt in decreaſing other branches of the 
revenue. There is a medium in every thing, a point to which it might be prudent to go, but 
beyond which it would be extremely unwiſe to proceed. This was preciſely the caſe with tea, 


the high duties upon it gave ſo much profit to the ſmuggler, that it was the baſis of his traffic, 


and all the regulations that had hitherto been deviſed, were proved, by conſtant experience, to 
be infufficient to prevent the ſmuggler from making it an article of his illegal commerce, when 
ſuch a profit miglit be derived from it. The only poſſible way, therefore, of curing the evil, 
was to reduce the duties : nor would that reduQtion be attended with ſuch a deficiency on the 
revenue ariſing from the article itſelf, as had been Rated: by ſome of the enemies to this bill; 
becauſe the new revenue ariſing from the diminiſhed duty, ad valorem, was not to be calculated 
upon the quantity of teas that paid the preſent duties, but upon an infinitely larger quantity, 
as it was perfectly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that, when the duties were ſo much lowered as to 
render it no longer worth the ſmuggler's attention to deal in tea, what was now run into the 
kingdom, would then be fairly imported, and would add to the revenue by the proportion of 
the increaſe of duties which would, in that caſe, be paid. 

With regard to the tax on windows, it is ſufficient to obſerve, that it is not propoſed by the 
bill as a new tax, but as a commutation, and which might reaſonably be relied on for its pro- 
duce, becauſe it is nothing more than an extenſion of a tax already exiſting, the efficacy and 
productiveneſs of which is a matter of indubitable notoriety, This bill might be conſidered as 
a kind of experiment, but was ſuch an one as promiſed to be very beneficial to the public, by 
at once preſerving and ſupporting the revenue, and extending the commerce of Great Britain. 

This bill met with no inconfiderable oppoſition in its way to the throne; but the ſucceſs 
with which its operations have been attended, and the very beneficial effects it has produced 
to the public revenues, as well as the many other advantages which are connected with it, will 
render it a monument to the honour of the miniſter who framed it for the ſervice of his 
country, 

The Commutation Act was, however, only part, though a very principal one, of the ſyſtem 
which Mr. Pitt had formed to check the progreſs, and, if poſſible, to annihilate the practice of 
ſmuggling; another bill was brought into the Houſe during this ſeſſion, to aid that beneficial 
purpoſe, The objects of this bill were,—to extend the diſtance from ſhore at which ſeizures 
ſhould be lawful,—to prohibit the building veſſels of certain dimenſions, and the arming them 
beyond a certain extent, —and to introduce other regulations tending to the ſame general 
object. | | 
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2784 a dhe committee upon this bill, which fat on ibe 12th of July, a confiderable debate rock 

place on the regulations, rendering the owners of ſhips amenable for the miſconduct of the 

mariners, which had been originally introduced by the acts of 1% and 1581, and which 4 

| +, Preſerved by the preſent meaſure. The injuſtice of ſuch a proviſion, which made the Buer 

ithe ſervants to redound upon the maſter, was to annex impunity to guilt and een 

innocence ; ſo. that the hardſhip fell upon the fair trader, to the excluſion of ſuch as were 22g 

_ cerned in articles of illicit commerce. Mr. Baring and Mr. Atkinfon;- two gentlemen who 

were concerned in a very extenſive line of commerce, declared, 'that ſuch was the iniquity of 

theſe laws, as to determine them, as ſoon as poffible, to ceaſe to have any concern in 3 

of ſhipping. In conſequence of theſe reprefentations, Mr. Pitt brought up a clauſe, the ob. 

ject of which was, to have it declared by a competent authority, whether a ſeizure of a veſſel 

ſhould be perfiſted in and proſecuted in the Court of Exchequer to forfeiture under certain 

_ eaſes; ſuch as when a quantity of contraband goods was found on board, to fo trifling an 

amount as to make it evident that the owner could have no concern in the buſineſs, and to 

render it probable that even the maſter was ignorant of the goods being concealed. This 

clauſe certainly tended, in a great degree, to remove the fears and apprehenfions of the ſhip 

owners and merchants, who, as the laws then ſtood, were expoſed to very great hardſhips, 

from the illegal conduQt of the ſailors employed to navigate their ſhips. The diſtance from 
ſhore at which a ſeizure ſhould be conſidered as legal was extended to fix leagues. © 

As this bill purported to diſarm the ſmuggling veſſels, and to increaſe the limits within 
which they were liable to forfeiture, and all this in addition to other meaſures intended to 
lower the duties on the articles which form the baſis of their trade, it was more than probable, 
that ſuch a combination of reſtiAtive meaſures would foree many thouſands: of able feamen 
and active landſmen, either to live in a ſlate of deſperate rapine, or to throw themſelves into 
the arms of foreign countries, unleſs the humanity and wiſdom of Parliament would give them 
encouragement to come home into the claſs of honeſt and induſtrious citizens. On this 
humane, juſt, and wiſe principle, a clauſe was added to the bill, providing for the indemnity 
of ſuch offences as ſhould have been committed previouſly to its paſſing into a law. _ 

In this ſeſſion, beſide the two bills already mentioned, a third bill paſſed into a law for the 
regulation of the duties upon Britiſh ſpirits, and to diſcontinue, for a limited time, certain 
imports upon rum and ſpirits imported from the Weſt Indies, &c. ; which three bills com- 

. prehended the whole plan of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, upon the ſubject of ſmuggling, 
ſo far as it was now ſubmitted to Parliament, | 


The neceflity of allowing a free intercourſe between the Sugar Colonies and the United W 


States of America, in American bottoms, had been very much inſiſted on by many of the 
Weſt India planters and merchants: We ſhall therefore give a ſtatement of the allegations 
and evidence produced, and the opinions of merchants and other perſons given to the Com- 
mittee of Council, extracted from their report of the-31ſt of May, in this year, on his Ma- 
jeſty's order of reference of the 8th of laſt March, made upon the repreſentation of the Weſt 
India planters, &e. purporting to ſhew the diſtreſſed ſtate of his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies, by 
the operation of his Majeſty's order of Council of the ſecond of July, 1783. 

This repreſentation contains the four following allegations: Dd bac, 

« Firſt, That his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies are at preſent in ſo great diſtreſs for want of a 
free intercourſe between them and the United States of America, by American ſhips, that not 

2moment ſhould be loſt in granting them further relief. 


2 66 Secondly, 
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' 46. Secondly; That the ſopplies aurzyes be the ſaĩd Sogar Colonies from the dominions of 
me ſaid United States, ate, in many inſtances, and at many ſeaſons of the year, not to be 


had from any other country, at any price whatever; and e eee ſuch 


ſupplies are not to be had from any other places, but at prices wholly ruinous. 
Sugar Colonies, cannot be eſſectually carried on by Britiſti ſhips; oti account of the heavy ex- 
pence, uncertainty and delay of fuck cĩreuitous oats ns br ers Wo ene are attend 
the direct navigation in American ſtiips. 

„ Fourthly, That the planters in his Majeſty's Sugar elende ean no W pay for 
the ſupplies reterved from the dominions of the ſaid United States, than by the produce of 
their eſtates; which produce, in many inſtances, dots not find any adequate 4 in Great 


Britain, and if not taken off by the North Americans, would remain a dead weight upon all 


the reſt of the produce of the ſaid Sugar Colonies”? 
The proofs offered in ſupport of, and againft theſe allocation; form a maſs of tration 
on the ſubject of our colonial commerce, which is not to be derived from any other ſource. 
In ſupport of the firſt allegation, an addreſs of the aſſembly of Jamaica was produced to prove 
the ſcarciry of flaves, pine boards,” plank, and building timber, as well as the votes of the 
aſſembly to prove the exorbitant price of flour. In Antigua, it was made to appear, that in 
| Oftober, 1783, proviſions were riſen nearly gol. per cent. and that the negro proviſions and 


lumber were at a very high price. Evidence was alſo brought to prove, that upon the arrival 


of the order of Council, in the iſland of Barbadoes, lumber roſe inſtantly from about 7. to 25l. 
currency per thoufand feet. A letter was alſo produced from Grenada, dated February 28th, 
1784, ſtating, that every article of lumber was at a war price; and the ſame kind of evidence 
was offered to prove a fimilar ſcarcity at St. Chriſtopher's and Tortola. 

The following abſtract of the current prices of lumber and proviſions at Kingſton in Jaraica, 
as publiſhed in the Kingſtorr Gazette; and alſo an account of the prices of the ſaid erticles | in 
time of peace, was tranſmitted to the Committee, at their deſire. 


5 
| 


4 " Hm 4 F ® « *® — 


« Thirdly, That the navigation between the North American Colonies and his Majeſty 8 


r A 31 8 
| |Staves per Boardi, per Plank 2 x | 
| Flour per | Thouſand. 1000 Feet. 88 . J 
Barrel of — 8 9 | " 
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all kinds are of ſo periſhable a natute in the Weſt Indies, and the conſu 
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And in the letter of the chairman, tranſmitting'this-aceount, it is ſaid; that ptovifions of 
mption both of pro- 


- -- viſions and lumber ſo immenſe, that, unleſs the authoriſed channels of ſupply are opened, the 


* clandeſtine ones are not to be relied upon as fufficient to protect 


the 1 | bei . 
reduced to diſtreſs, in the eourſe of a very few wekks. png OY * 

In oppoſition, however, to theſe facts, particularly in what regards the preſent ſtate of the 
iſland of Jamaica, there was evidence laid before the Committee to the following. effect. 

That from the return made of the imports into the ſeveral ports of the Hand, previous to 
the month of November, 1783, the apprehenſions of want in the articles of lumber; &c. b 
no means warranted the poſitive and ſtrong aſſertions contained in the addreſs of the Aſſemb! 
of Jamaica, to the Governor of that iſland ; and that the Governor of Jamaica had made early 


and repeated applications to the governors. of Nova Scotia and Canada, for an immediate 


ſupply of ſuch of the articles as were at that time wanted in the iſland, but which could not 


be expected to arrive there to anſwer the then demand. 


The diſtreſs which. enſued upon the publication of his Majeſty's order in Council, was ſtated 
to be principally owing to the planters not having expected that any reſtriction, in this reſpe&, 
would take place; and having omitted, therefore, to make proviſion of thoſe ſeveral articles 
by other means: for it is evident, from the abſtract of prices current as before ſtated, as well 
as from other evidence, that, in. the ſpace of about ten weeks, the prices of lumber and pro- 


| viſions began gradually to fall in the iſland of Jamaica, and continued. falling very confiderably 


to the 2oth of March laſt : and further, that from the 22th: of December, 1783, to the 17th 
of March, 1784, incluſive, 75 Britiſh veſſels, navigated according to law, had arrived at 
Kingſton, with cargoes of lumber and proviſions ; all which veſſels, except about ten, came 
from the ports of the United States, That theſe ſhips brought to Kingſton 18,000 barrels of 
flour, —559,050 ſtaves and heading, —796,253 feet of boards, ſcantling, &c.—and 1,450,790 
ſhingles: and it was obſerved, that 18,000 barrels of flour are equal to the conſumption of the 
iſland for nine months. dy | 

There was alſo laid before the Committee the following account of prices current at King- 
fton, on the 20th of March, as tranſmitted from thence. 


Prices current. Prices fterling. 
AR TIE. | 


1 . 3 

Superfine Philadelphia flour, per barrel — 11 080 1 

Common ditto, per ditto 8 3 os W 7 
Ship bread, per cwt. — — n o 17 102 
White oak ſtaves and headings, per thouſand - 13 © © Q $8 8 
Red oak ſtaves, per ditto S 7 2 10% 

Pitch Pine boards, per ditto 1 06% 11 
Yellow Pine ditto, per ditto 0 2 07 
Common boards, per ditto l 5 14 3 
Common ſhingles, per ditto 1 o 17 107 
Meſs beet and pork per ditto $ -. ©: 0 2 2 105 
Butter — per pound 8 1 0 0 © 82 

Spermaceti candles per ditto 85 3 e rſh. 


Evidence was alſo given to the committee, by two eminent merchants who had reſided many 
years in Jamaica, that they never recollected the article of flour being, ſo cheap, as at this very 


period, and that many of the other articles would have been thought very reaſonable, even = 
SE | | | re 


A 
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08. fore the war, particularly ſtaves: and as the prices of theſe articles at Philadelphia, eſpecially |; 
of white and red oak ſtaves, had ariſen, during and ſince the war, more than double; it was 


inferred, that, in proportion to the firſt coſt in America, they were at this time cheaper at 
Jamaica than before the war. 

The Committee alſo obtained from the ſame authority the following average prices. of lum- 
ber and proviſions at Kingſton, for ten years previous to the war. Medium. 


| £o S. 4. 4. 
Superfine flour per barrel, ſuppoſed to be 200 1b. from 2 9 to 


— 
1 


2 19 2 14 
White oak ſtaves from Philadelphia, per 1000 10 o to 14 © 12 0 
Red oak ſtaves, per ditto, « - — — — 8 co to 12 0 10 0 
Common boards, per 1000 feet, _ — 17 cᷓò to 10 ©. 8. 10 
Cypreſs and yellow pine boards, — — 8 o to 11 0 9 10 
Pitch, pine, ſcantling and boards — — 9 cò to 12 0 10 10 
Boſton ſhingles, per 1000 feet, — — o 15to 1 5. 1 © 
Cedar and cypreſs ſhingles, per 1000 feet, — ..2 00.410; . 4. $8 
Wood hoops from America, per 1000, — 5 ote 8 © 6 10 
Ditto from Great Britain, — 10 © to 15 © I2 10 


£7 The prices of the before-mentioned articles are very variable in Jamaica. The above 
are wholeſale medium prices ; the retail ones would be proportionably higher. 

Flour, before the war, was uſually ſold by the 100 1b.—it was never under 20s. the 100 lb. 
frequently as high as 35s. and 408. and ſometimes 488. 

White oak ſtaves from Philadelphia, with proportion of heading, the long thouſand of 
1200 they had been known as low as 81. and as high as 221. 

Red oak ſtaves, the long thouſand.;—they have been known as low as 11. and as high as 20l. 

Common boards, per 1000 feet they have been known as low as 51. and as high as 15]. 

Cypreſs and yellow pine boards, per 1000 feet; they have been as low as Gl. and as high as 151. 

Pitch, pine, ſcantling and baards ;—they have been known as low as 81. and as high as 181. 

Cedar and cypreſs ſhingles, per ioo feet ;—they have been known as low as al. 158. and as 
high as 3l. 158. 

To ſhew, at. one view, the difference in the prices current of lumber and proviſions at 
Kingſton, on the 2oth. of March, and the prices of the ſame article prior to the war, the Com- 
mittee inſerted in their report the following. tables : 

Comparative ſtate of the prices current of lumber and proviſions at Kingſton ; in Jamaica, on 
the 2ath of March, according to the two accounts delivered in to the Committee. 


FIRST ACCOUNT. S 
Superfine flour, per barrel of 196 Ib. — — 1 
White oak ſtaves, per 1000, — —— 15 0 0 
Red oak ditto, per ditto, — — — ++ JSM Br; 
Common boards, per 1000 feet, — — 1a ta 8 % 0. 
Cedar, „% — 155 35 to 40 © © 
Cypreſs, — — mo | — > RT Wy 
Yellow pine, — _ — — i. 0:0 
Pitch pine ſcantling, per 1000 feet, — — ; +2: 0 
Shingles, Boſton, — — — — 2 10 0. 
Cedar ſhingles — — — — 5 0 


Wood hoops, per 1000, — —_ — 18 
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Fo SECOND 4CCOUNT. 136% 36 5 '4 
| Superfine Philadelphia flour, per buſhel, — oat wn, of TY 
White oak ftaves ne e 13 . 
Red oak ſtaves, per ditto, — — 3 8 * 
Common boards, per ditto, | — — 8 
Vellow pine, per ditto, 53 high Wd hee 
Pitch pine boards, per ditto, of — | — 8 
Common ſhingles, — — "003" 1 18 


Comparative Nate of the average prices of lumber and provifions at Kingſton 1 in 
hotbed the war, according to the two accounts delivered in to the Oommittee. 


FIRST ACCOUNT. 


Jamaica, 


Medium, 
4. . FL. s. 4. . d. 
Superfine flour, per barrel of 196 lbs. — t'FW 27 2 I 15 o 
White oak ſtaves, per thouſand, — 10 © to 12 0 1 v3 
Red oak ſtaves, per ditto, — — 8 o to 10 0 9 0 o 
Common boards, per thouſand feet, — 5 o to to o 7 10 0 
Cypreſs and yellow pine, per ditto, — .6 o to 12 o 9 © o 
Pitch pine ſcantling, per ditto, — 8 o to 12 © 10 0 0 
Shingles, Boſton, — — et 
Ditto, cedar, — — — „ © NT EX oY 
Wood hoops, per thouſand, | — 10 | 
SECOND ACCOUNT. Medium. 
„ 8 
Superfine flour, per barrel, — — 2 9 to 2 19 2 14 0 
White oak ſtaves, Philadelphia, per thouſand, 10 © to 14 o 12 0 0 
Red oak ſtaves, per ditto, — — 8 o to 12 © 10 0 0 
Common boards, per ditto, — 7 o to 10 0 8 10 0 
Cypreſs and yellow pine boards — 8 o te 110 9 10 0 
Pitch pine, ſcantling and boards — 9 o to 12 0 10 10 0 
Shingles, Boſton, — | — o 15 to 1 6 10 0 
Ditto, cedar and cypreſs, — m — — 3 o to 3 10 1 60 
Wood hoops from America, — 5 o to 8 o 6 10 0 
Ditto, from Great Britain, — | 10 o to 15 0 12 10 0 


and at the longeſt credit, which is commonly about twelve months. That the aforeſaid prices 


To throw ſome light on theſe two contradictory accounts, the Committee continued to ex- 
amine certain merchants of great commercial knowledge and character, who declared, that 
they never conſidered the prices current, publiſhed in the Kingſton Royal Gazette, as very 
exact; that they have known the actual prices to vary during the time that the prices have ap- 
peared in the Gazette to be the ſame, That beſides they are generally the higheſt retail prices, 


current of the 20th of March, were agreeable to the prices ſent from their houſe at Kingſton 
in Jamaica, and were taken from real ſales; and that the difference between the ſoid prices 
ſent them, and thoſe publiſhed in the Kingſton Royal Gazette, aroſe from the former being 


cargo prices, paid for in caſh, and that the latter were retail prices with Poo and credit. £ 
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0 It alſo appeared to the committee, that neither Antigua, Barbadoes, or Dominica, had any 


real ground for apprebending a FR of lumber, Tama &. ou my Majeſty's order 
in council. 

It likewiſe further appeared, that a great part of the rum caſks jay made uſe of in Jatnaica, | 
were puncheons that carried out dry goods from Great Britain, or puncheon packs; that 
puncheon packs may be ſhipped from London at 148. ſterling; and, including freight and 
charge of ſetting them up, will not coſt the planter more than 25s. or 308. each; which is as 
low a price as was known during ten years preceding the war. The cutrent prices of white- 
oak ſtaves at Philadephia and London were alſo nearly the ſame ; being, at the former of thoſe 
places, 61. per thouſand ; and, at the latter, 61. 5s, 

In ſupport of t heſecond allegation, it was aſſerted, that the colonies of North America 
which ſtill remain under the dominion of Great Britain, were not capable of ſupplying the 
Weſt India iſlands with proviſions and lumber in a degree proportionate to their wants. That 
the crops of wheat in Canada are very uncertain ; and that during the late war, the army, 
amounting to no more than t 5,000 men, was ſupplied entirely from England. —TFhat though 
the white oak of Canada is very good for ſtaves, the other ſpecies of lumber are of an inferior 
quality ; and that ſuch is the ſcarcity of hands in that colony to get wood, as to make the price 
of labour to be from half a dollar to a dollar per day. With reſpect to Nova Scotia, it was 
alleged, that though the increafe of inhabitants lately gone there, might, in time, lead to a 
ſupply of grain, lumber, and the other articles from that colony, yet, at preſent, Nova Scotia. 
itſelf is ſupplied with them from other parts. 

On the other hand, it appeared from numerous reſpectable authorities, that the province of 
Canada is able to export great quantities of wheat and flour, for the conſumption of tlie Bri- 
tiſh Weſt India iſlands.— That from the year 1772 to 1775 incluſive, there was exported from 
Canada annually, an average of 265,000 buſhels of wheat ; and that the common price of the 
grain before the war, did not exceed 3s. per buſhel ; and that, although various Cauſes co- 
operated, during the war, to diminiſh the cultivation of the country, no flour was imported, 
in that period, into Canada, except for the uſe of the troops and Indians. 

It was alſo further repreſented, that the exportation of grain from Canada will not only 
revive, but increaſe, if the Weſt India market is ſecured to it; and that an annual export of 
300, ooo buſhels may be depended upon from that quarter; while, from the erection of many 
new mills, &c. the flour will, in future, be much finer, more free from bran, and fitter for ex- 
portation, than it had hitherto been. It alſo appeared, that great quantities of lumber can be 
furniſhed from Canada and the market of Quebec, where it will be exchanged for Britiſh ma- 
nufactures; and that the Canadians have learned to cut their lumber to 8 advantage, by 
floating mills of a new conſtruction. 

It was further ſtated, that Nova Scotia will ſoon be able to ſupply great quantities of lum- 
ber; and that if grants of lands are properly ſecured to the inhabitants, they will, in three 
years, be able to furniſh, at moderate prices, moſt of the articles which the Weſt India iſlands 
can want from North America. 

It alſo appeared to the Committee; that there were 1,500,000 acres in the ifland of Cape 
Breton capable of producing any kind of Enropean grain; that it abounds alſo with great 
quantities of lumber, pine of every dimenſion, oak of various kinds, aſh and elm, beech, 
birch, and maple, which grow to great fcantlings ; that theſe woods lie contiguous to the 
coaſt, or on Soak, op rivers; and that tliere are a great number of ſtreams fit to erect ſaw- 


mills 
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mills upon. It was likewiſe ſtated, that the diſadvantage to which Canada is ſubje& in 8 


of navigation, is reverſed with reſpect to Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, the navigation from 
thoſe countries to the Weſt India iſlands being performed in a leſs time than from the ports of 


Beſides theſe articles, there are others of which the Weſt India ilande ſtand in need; two 


of theſe are rice and Indian corn. The conſumption of the firſt in the Weſt India iſlands is 


very ſmall, amounting, at an average of three years, to no more. than 20,563 barrels anny. 
ally. It is well known that rice cannot be produced either in Canada or Nova Scotia, Indian 


corn is a more neceſſary article; and the quantity imported into our Weſt India iſlands, at an 


average of three years, is 401,464 buſhels annually. It appeared, however, that a great deal 
of Indian corn was now grown in Nova Scotia, and that the cultivation of it was encreafing ; 
and although the grain might not be ſo large and fine as that which is produced in the ſouthern 


parts of America, it may anſwer the ſame purpoſe nearly as well: at all events, Canada and 


Nova Scotia produce all the ſubſtitutes for Indian corn, viz. peas, beans, barley, oats, and 
potatoes, at the moſt reaſonable rates; with which, except potatoes, the planters, during the 
laſt war, fed their negroes. It was alſo expected, that, in a ſhort time, great quantities of 


Indian corn, of the fineſt ſort, would be produced in the Bahama iflands, from whence the 


navigation is very eaſy and {ſhort to the Weſt India colonies. 
ſupplied with hve-ſtock from Nova Scotia, from whence the Britiſh army was plentifully 


Theſe iflands may likewiſe be 


furniſhed while it was at Boſton. As for ſalted beef and pork, beſides that of Canada and 


Nova Scotia, the Weſt Indies may be ſupplied with thoſe articles in plenty, and, all circum- 
ſtances conſidered, at a cheaper rate, and of a ſuperior quality, from Great Britaia and Ireland, 


particularly from the latter; as the ſalted pork and beef from America is of anopen texture, and 


more ſubject to decay in hot climates. Another very important article of provifion, which 
the Weſt Indies require, is dried and pickled fiſh; and very ſufficient reaſons were ſtated for be- 
lieving that the whole ſupply can be furniſhed by one or other of the fiſheries of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and thoſe of Newfoundland, Canada, and Nova Scotia. The quantity impor- 
ted into the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, is 159, 669 quintals of dried fiſh annually. 
In ſupport of the third allegation, the planters and merchants urged, that before the laſt 
war, more than three parts in four of the ſhips employed in carrying on the commerce de- 
tween the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands and North America were American; and they produced 
two accounts, by which it appeared, that the number of ſhips ſo employed in the year 1772, 
amounted to 1,208, of which only 13 came from the colonies now under the dominion of his 
Majeſty ; that is, five from Canada, fix from Newfoundland, and two from Nova Scotia.— 


They inferred alſo, from the number of veſſels being ſo great, that their tonnage muſt have 


been ſmall; and, conſequently, they could not be Britiſh ſhips employed in the American 
trade, which are very ſeldom of leſs burthen than 250 or 300 tons. They produced allo ano- 
ther paper, to ſhew, that of 561 ſail, which entered at the port of Kingſton, in Jamaica, in 
the year 1774, 131 were Britiſh-built, and 422 American-built. They alſo declared, that 
upon an experiment made for two or three ſucceſſive years, of carrying on the trade by a cir- 
cuitous voyage, that is, by ſending ſhips from England to America to take in lumber, and 
carry the ſame from thence to the iſlands, it was found not to anſwer. | 
On the contrary, from the evidence of many eminent merchants trading to North America 
and the Weſt Indies, as well as other perſons who had been employed in his Majeſty's ſervice 
in America, it appeared, that there never was a period in which this country was better pre- 
pared than it is at preſent to enter into any new branch of the carrying trade. 


It 


r TAE OI or onen... 567 


| 


hy It was alſo ſtated, that the owners of Britiſh veſſels Sonde fned in the Weſt India ade, bare 


long taboured under great diſadvantages, from the difficulty of procuring outward freights for 
their veſſels ; but that now, by going firſt to North America, 'and from thence to the Weſt 
Indies, and ſo home, they will be ſure of two freights, and- perhaps three, inſtead of little 
more than one, and with very ſmall additional charges in the payment of ſeamen's wages and 
port duties, That though the ſhips employed in the Weſt India trade from the port of Lon- 
don, called eſtabliſhed ſhips, have not hitherto engaged in this circuitous commerce, ſhips 
from the out- ports were frequently concerned in it. It was alſo obſerved, that the number of 
ſhips which ſeized the opportunity of going from North America to the Weſt India iſlands 
with lumber and proviſions, on the firſt notice of the order of council, is a clear proof that 
this branch of commerce is profitable. It was beſides aſſerted, that, at this time, there were 
ten large ſhips from the port of London already deſtined for this. cirevitous trade and that 
three others were preparing for the ſame purpoſe, whoſe chief object was to freight from 
America to Jamaica; and that theſe ſhips would go from hence even in ballaſt, if a freight 
outwards could not be obtained. It alſo appeared, that beſides the ſhips above-memtioned, 
there were twelve ſail of Britiſh ſhips eſtabliſhed at Jamaica, for carrying on the trade between 
that iſland and the continent of America, with others intended to be fitted out; to which may 
be added the ſhips of Canada and Nova Scotia, which will be employed in this trade. It was 
at the ſame time proved, that many ſhip-carpenters had ſettled in Nova Scotia, for the pur- 
poſe of ſhip-building ; and if the trade to the Weſt Indies ſhould be confined to Britiſh ſhip- 
ping, there is no doubt but many more perſons of the ſame deſcription would be induced to 
ſettle in Nova Scotia, where they will find timber of every ſort fit for ſhip-building;-and as 
the tide in the bay of Fundy riſes very high, the harbours of that country are better calculated 
for building ſhips than any of the continent of North' America. It was alſo obſerved, that 
before the war, ſhips of between two and three hundred tons were built in- Canada, for which 
purpoſe they have timber in plenty; and that the intercourſe between the Weſt Indies and 
America would be aſſiſted by ſloops belonging to the Bermuda and Bahama ee which have 
always had a principal ſhare in this trade. 

In ſupport of the fourth allegation, the planters and merchants produced accounts to ſhew, 
that, beſides ſmaller articles, there was exported to North America, in the year 1773, 3,776 
hogſheads of ſugar, and 32, 265 puncheons of rum; and, in the ſucceeding year, 5, 325 hogs- 
heads of ſugar, and 43, 488 puncheons of rum. — They alleged, that the Americans then took 
from the Britiſh Weſt India lands their tre in payment for nearly the amount of what 
they imported. | 

In oppoſition, however, to this, it was W ſtated, that the confining the inter- 
courſe with our Welt India iſlands to Britiſh ſhips, will be a means of ſecuring to the planters 
a greater export of their produce, than if the ſhips of the United States were allowed to come, 
as formerly, to the ports of our iſlands. It was alſo aſſerted, that though the Weſt India mer- 
chants and planters ſeemed to imagine, that' before the war, the Americans took from the 
Britiſh Weſt India iſlands their produce, in payment for nearly the amount of what they im- 
ported, the balance was in favour of the Americans 300,000. : for the annual average value 
of imports from North America into the iſlands, as eſtimated at the port of importation, 


freight included, amounted to 720,000l. ; while their exportation to North America, freight 
included, was oy 420,000). | 


Vor. IV. r 4 B It 
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4. b. | | 
1784 _It alſo appeared, from the moſt reſpectable teſtimonies, that the Americans never took, + | 
| | in 


payment of their cargoes, more than a ſmall part of the produce of our iſlands; and g 

particular, the Americans trading to Jamaica, before the war, uſed to take Grd OW ln 
iſland, in payment for proviſions and lumber imported there, in nearly the "Dx of that 
tions | ng propor- 

The ſouthern provinces, about one-half, or rather more; - the balance in dollars - 

| The middle provinces, about one-fourth ;—balance jn dollars and ſterling bills of 
The northern, or New England government, not above one-tenth ;—balance ; exchange, 
2 : nce in dollars 

So unwilling were the Americans to take the produce of the Britiſh iſlands, that, whe h 
ſold their lumber and proviſions in exchange for produce, and not for caſh, they e 70 
manded an higher price: it may be, therefore, reaſpnably expected, that when the trade * 4 
fined to our own ſhips, there will be a greater exchange of produce for produce, | Ew 

The reſult of this important enquiry is the ſatisfaftory conviction, that by prohibitin 
obſtructing the intercourſe between the continent of America and the Weſt India iſlands * 
people ef the United States will ſuffer more than his Majeſty's ſubjects; that their 3 ip 
proviſions muſt periſh on their hands; and that the Britiſh iflands may be furniſhed with 
thoſe articles without their aſſiſtance. | T* 

It may alſo be proper to add, that by the clearances of the cuſtom-houſe at Kingſton, in 
Jamaica, it appears that 18 ſail were cleared for different ports in America, in the {pace of * 
month, viz. from the 20th of February to the 20th of March, chiefly laden with the produce 
of the Britiſh Weſt Indies; which is double the number of veſſels that, in any former period 
cleared out in that voyage in ſo ſhort a time. Fifteen Britiſh-built veſſels, navigated aceording 


to law, and chiefly from America, entered the port of Kingſton, during the ſaid period, laden I 


with 1,433 barrels of flour; 1,729 boards and ſcantlings; 151,052 ſtaves and headings ; 
264,600 ſhingles ; and 52, 300 feet of lumber :—Befides which, five veſſels from the Muſquito 


ſhore brought 492 planks, and 1,110,000 feet of mahogany ; nor is the importation at che 


out ports of that iſland included in this account. | 

From hence a very promiſing concluſion may be drawn, that, inſtead of lofing the American 
market, we ſhall fell to the United'States a greater quantity than we did before the war; eſpe- 
cially as the Americans, from the want of the ſpecie or bills which they formerly took from 
our iſlands, and from other cauſes, will not be enabled to trade to the foreign iſlands as they 
uſed to do. | 

The order of council of the 26th of December, 1983, to continue the temporary act 
which paſſed the preceding ſeſſion for regulating the commerce of Great Britain with the Uni- 
ted States of Ameriea, (vide p. 516.) expiring the 20th of April, iu this year, it was again 
continued to an unlimited period; as this act was found to anſwer every purpoſe intended by 
the framers of it. 1 

The affairs of the Eaſt India Company were opened in the new Parliament by a petition 
from them, preſented on the 26th of May, praying the Houſe of Commons to grant them 
ſuch relief as the ſituation of their affairs might appear to demand. On this occaſion it was 
moved, that the directors lay before the Houſe the information they might have received ſince 
their having made up their report of the 16th of February. In conſequence of this motion, 
a ſecond report was preſented by them on the 1ſt of June, and, together with the preceding, 
immediately referred to the conſideration of a ſelett committee. This committee was conſti- 


tuted in the ſame manner as that of the laſt Parliament, with no other variation than ſuch as 
2 | had 


J. 


hs Do 
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1784 had been made neceſſary by the general election. The report of the committee was completed 


and preſented to Parliament on the 22d inſtant, and taken into conſideration” by a committee 
of the whole Houſe on the ad of July, _ 

In the mean time, a bill was introduced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer ta allow the 
Company to divide 4 per cent. for the half year concluding with Midſummer, 1784. After 


| ſome oppoſition in both houſes, as well as ſome famous. in its ſtructure, it 0 the 


royal aſſent. 
9 — the ad of July, the day appointed for taking 3 into conſideration the report of the ſele& 
committee, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave to bring in a bill for the relief 

of the Eaſt India Company. This bill had for its object the reſpite. of duties, the payment of 
bills, and the aſcertainment of dividend. . The duties were to be paid by inſtalments, at Mid- 
ſummer and Chriſtmas 1785. Proviſion was made for the bills already accepted or announced. 
The defign of the bill, as it related to the dividend, was to enable the Company to act on a 
certain baſis, without applying, from time to time, for any authority whatever. More than 
one queſtion of eonſiderable importance was involved in the debates that took place in the pro- 
greſs of this bill: it was examined how far the honour of Parliament was pledged by the mea- 
ſure before them ; what was the true ſtate of the finances of the Company ; and what was the 
merit of the principle upon which the meaſure under diſcuſſion proceeded. Theſe queſtions 
were ferioufly debated, and ſome amendments propoſed, which being negati ved, the bill pro- 
ceeded in due courſe to the royal aſſent. 

But all theſe meaſures were preparatory and ſubordinate to the bill of regulation that was 
moved for by Mr. Pitt on the 6th of July, and which, from the very great importance of its 
object, demanded the moſt ferious attention of the nation, The defagns which in the plan of 
the late Secretary of State were to be diſtributed into different bills, were, by Mr. Pitt, ſub- 
mitted at once to the uninterrupted attention of Parliament. This idea was profeſſedly adopted 
by the miniſter, in order that the connection between the different parts of his ſyſtem might 
be fully ſeen. This was at once to conftitute a new form of government at home, and to re- 
gulate the different preſidencies abroad, — to provide for the happineſs of the natives, —to put 
an end to all miſunderſtandings and controverſies, and, laſtly, by a more rigid mode of legiſ- 
lation, to exclude delinquency, and to inſtitute a new judicature for the trial of dance com- 
mitted in India. 

Under the firſt head of the bill now introduced into Parliament, its proviſions were nearly 
coincident with thoſe of the bill originated by Mr, Pitt in the laſt ſeſſion of the preceding Par- 
liament : (vide p. 50%.) the few alterations made, uniformly tended to enlarge the powers of the 
board of controul. It was permitted jt, in urgent caſes, to originate meaſures, as well as to 
reviſe, correct, and alter thoſe of the directors. In matters relative to peace and war, where 
ſecreſy was a principal object, it was alſo allowed to ſend its orders directly to India, without 
communicating them to the court of directors; and to the commanders in chief, without the 
knowledge of the reſpective preſidencies. It then proceeded, as had been done by the former 
bill, to regulate the number of perſons conſtituting the different councils of Bengal, Fort St, 
George, and Bombay. 

With reſpect to the government 8 in the firſt place, it gave an abfolute power to the 
governor-genetal and eouncil of Bengal to originate orders to the inferior preſidencies, in 
cales that did not interfere with the directions which had already. been received from: Great 
Britain ; and added a power of ſuſpenſion, in caſe of diſobedience, The ſupreme council 

4B 2 were 


I. 


554 
= 
5 


= IT I 2 
wu # 


were forbidden, -unleſs any of che Princes of India ſhoutd have firſt eommenced 


form alliances; and, in urgent caſes, they were commanded to inſett a proviſio 
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or contem 
aſive treaty, 
mon caſes, to 


| | ; : nal Clauſe, rene 
dering the permaneney of the alliance dependent upon the confirmation of the governor 


general. Intelligence of every important tranſaction, in all cafes, was commanded to be ſent 


plated hoſtilities againſt our ſettlements," to enter upon war, or to form an offe 
without orders from home. The inferior councils were prohibited, in all com 


home immediately; and each ſervant of the Company, in any of its ſettlements, was required 
to tranſmit accounts of every conſiderable tranfaction to the council. of Bengal, 


Various regulations were added reſpecting the debts of the Nabob of Arcot and we Rajah 
of Tanjore to private individuals and to the Company. Enquiry was ordered to be made b 
the different preſidencies into the expulſions that might have been made of any of the — 1 


_ -rary farmers, and the oppreſſive rents and contributions that might have been extorted from 


| ded to be made in the order of ſeniority, unleſs in extraordinary caſes, for which the 


© unleſs by a counſellor at law, a phyſician, a ſurgeon, or a chaplain, under the penalty of a 


between the public and the Company, Every perfon having been once employed in India, 


them; and meaſures were directed to be taken for their relief and future tranquillity. A ſimi- 


lar examination was required to be made, in order to retrenchment, into the different eſtab. 
liſhments of our fettlements in India, a report of which was to be annually laid before Parlia- 
ment. The Company were prohibited from ſending out a greater number of cadets or writers 


than ſhould be abſolately neceſſary ; and it was ordered that the age of ſueh as were ſent out, 


ſhould not be leſs than fifteen,” nor more than twenty-two years. Promotions were comman- 


preſiden- 
cies ſhould make themſelves ſpecifically reſponſible. 3 


Crimes committed by Engliſh ſubjects in any part of India, were to be cognizable by every 
Britiſh court of juſtice, in the ſame manner as if they had been committed in our immediate 
dominions, Preſents, except ſuch as were merely ceremonial, were forbidden to be received, 


confiſcation of the prefent, and an additional fine, in the diſctetion of the court. Diſobedi- 
ence of orders, and pecumary tranſactions contrary to the intereſts of the Company, were de- 
clared to be high crimes and miſdemeanours. The Company were forbidden to interfere in 
favour of any perſon legally condemned of the above crimes, or to employ him in their ſet- 
vice in future. The governors of the different preſidencies were permitted to impriſon any 
perſon ſuſpected of illicit correſpondence, and were ordered to ſend them to England with all 
convenient ſpeed, if their health would permit. 8 E 

Every perſon ſerving, or who ſhould hereafter ſerve in India, and returning to England, 
was required to give 1n an eſtimate, upon oath, to the court of Exchequer, of his property, 
within two months after his arrival ; one copy of which was to be kept in the court of Ex- 
chequer, and the other at the Eaſt India Houſe, The board of controul, the court of di- 
rectors, or any three of the proprietors whoſe ſtock ſhould amount together to 10001: were 
allowed to move the court of Exchequer to examine the validity of the account. The court 
of Exchequer was required, in caſe the accuſation appeared to them to be well founded, to 
examine the accuſed, upon oath, and to impriſon him until he ſhall have anſwered their inter- 
rogatories in a ſatisfactory manner. The whole property of every perſon who ſhould neglect 
to give in ſuch an account within the time limited, or who ſhould have been guilty of a miſ- 
repreſentation of that account, to the amount of 2000l. ſterling, was ordered to be confiſcated 
ten per cent. for the benefit of the informer or accuſer, and the remainder to be equally divided 


and 
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and Bari afterwards reſided in Europe for the ſpace of ſive years, umleſs for the teſtoration | 


of his health, was declared to be incapable to be ſent out again to that country. 
The attorney- general, or the court of directors, was authoriſed to file an ebenen in 


' the Court of King's Bench againſt any perſon for crimes committed in India. That court 


was empowered immediately to impriſon or admit to bail the perſon accuſed: it was then or- 
dered, that within thirty days a certain number of Peers ſhould be choſen by the Houſe of 
Lords, and of members of the Houſe of Commons, by that Houſe, to conſtitute a judicature 
for the trial of the accuſation. The court was finally to confiſt of three judges, appointed by 
the crown, four Peers, and fix members of the Houſe of Commons ; and the accuſed had a 
right to a peremptory challenge. The court was authoriſed to judge without appeal, and to 
declare the party convidted incapable of ſerving the Eaſt India Company: the puniſhments 
they were to award were fine and impriſonment; and in order to the proportioning the fine to 
the property of the convict, the court of Exchequer might, at the requiſition of the attorney- 


general or the Company, examine him upon oath on that ſubject: if he refuſed to anſwer their 
" interrogatories, his property was directed to be confiſcated” for the benefit of the King, and 


the court of Exchequer was further empowered to impriſon him during pleaſure; Records in 
the court of directors, and ſuch other written teſtimony as ſhould be approved by the court, 


were ordered to be conſidered as evidence, upon which ww were authoriſed to form. their 


ſentence. 


With reſpe& to the laſt head of this bill; Mr. Pitt declared; that from his extreme partiality 
to the preſent ſyſtem of diſtributive juſtice in this country, he could not bring himſelf to de- 
part from it for a moment without the greateſt reluctance. There was certainly ſomething 
that looked like danger in the example of any deviation from the eſtabliſhed form of trial; but 
it was evident that, at this time, there was no regular mode by which the delinquents in India 
could be brought to juſtice; There ſeemed to be no alternative between the inſtitution of a 
new proceſs, or the continuance of offences, equally ſhocking to humanity, and contrary to 
every principle of religion and juſtice, The neceſſity of the caſe outweighed the riſque of the 
innovation: beſides, it ſhould- be confidered, that every man. who went to India in future, 
would know the predicament in which he placed himſelf ; and, in agreeing to give up ſome of 


the moſt eſſential privileges of his country, would do no more than a very numerous and ho- 


nourable body of men, the military, did daily, without the ſmalleſt impeachment of their 
characters, or the purity-of the motives that impelled their conduct. | 

On the 16th of July, a very long and violent debate took place upon this bill, when it was 
committed by a majority of 21 5;—276 being for going into the committee, and 61 againſt it, 


Though the Houſe of Commons ſeemed determined ro ſupport the bill on general principles, 


the great variety of objects occaſioned a great variety of opinion concerning the different parts 
of it. Some approved of the proviſions for the ſuppreſſion of future delinquency, who were 
not equally partial to the new board of controul, or to the regulations that related to the native 
Princes and Zemindars : while, on the contrary, many were defirous that an experiment 
ſhould be made of the kind of controul recommended by the miniſter, who beſtowed their 
ſevereſt reprobation upon the partial ſuſpenſion that was introduced of the trial by jury. In 
ſhort, the very rigid diſcuſſion which this important bill underwent in its progreſs, produced 


a very general alteration in the clauſes of it. 


The firſt amendment was intended to modify the clauſe that empowered the board of con- 
troul to originate orders, by limiting the proceeding to the caſe of the court of directors 


neglecting. 
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| Seat” 1384 vegleQting to tranſmit diſpatches to the board, after fourteen days notice, upon any fab; 
| the board might think it neceſſary to take up. To obviate the objeQions that had been 4 
to the clauſe, impowering the board of controul to ſend orders directly to India, vitbont . 
4 mamunication with the court of directors, it was enacted, that that court appoint a „ 
% ' - ſecrecy, not to exceed three perſons, with whom the board of controul might communicate 
| thefe orders. The clauſe, veſting the nomination of the ſeveral commanders in chief at Ben. 
gal, Bombay and Madras, in the King, was expunged, and thoſe appointments left in the 
hands of the Company, The elauſe, referving to the King a negative upon the appointments 
of the direQors, was alſo withdrawn, The clauſe which obliged all perſons returning from 
India to give an account of their fortunes. upon oath, was greatly changed and modified, —. 
That part of the bill which deſcribes the conſtitution of the new tribunal, underwent conſi- 
derable alteration. As the clauſes ſtood at firſt, the bringing the accuſation. lay ſolely with 
the Attorney General or the Company. In the place of which regulation, it was propoſed to 
authoriſe any other perfor: or perſons, to move the Court of King's Bench for an information. 


4y | It was alſo deſigned to give that court power to iſſue commiſſions to the ' courts in India, for 
5 | the purpoſe of taking depoſitions ; and theſe depoſitions, together with the records of the dif. 
o ferent preſidencies, were the only ſpecies of written evidence to be allowed. Another material 
nl #3 alteration regarded the formation of the tribunal. It was not to be choſen till the whole evi. 

1 dence was collected, that was capable of being procured, or thought neceſſary to ſupport the in- 


formation. To bring it nearer to the nature of a ſpecial jury, it was intended to be appointed 
partly by ballet and partly by ſelection; and the proſecutor was ta have a right to challenge, 
but not peremptorily, The right of nominating the judges was to be taken away from the 
crown, and each court was to be left to appoint one of its.own bench, The laſt amendment 
went to the exclufion of various perſons, ſuch as the directors of the Company, and perſons 
returning from India, from the judicature that was to be erected. Such were the principal 
amendments which this important bill underwent in its progreſs through the lower Houſe, 
where it was finally. paſſed on the 28th. of July, by a very great majority; and after being ex- 
poſed to a vigorous oppoſition in the Houſe of Lords, it was paſſed in that Houſe on the gth 
of Auguſt, | 
As the fiſheries of Scotland promiſe at length to become an object of great commercial ad- 
vantage to the nation, we cannot paſs over the preliminary attention which was paid to them 
at the cloſe of this ſeſſion of Parliament. | 
P There is no doubt but that the fiſheries. in Scotland might be made extremely beneficial to 
the revenue, if proper care was taken to give them ſuitable encouragement. In order to attain 
this important end, and to remove all obſtacles to the immediate attainment of it, it was ſtated 
to the Houſe of Commons by Mr. Dempſter, that a cuſtom prevailed in certain diſtricts of 
Scotland bardering upon the ſea, that was a part of the old feudal cuſtoms which formerly pre- 
vailed univerſally north of the Tweed, and which conſiſted of a certain ſuit and ſervice, exclu- 
five of the rent, which the tenant was obliged to-perform to the landlord, when particularly 
called upon for that purpoſe. This cuſtom was deſcribed as a great hardſhip, as well as a 
great inconvenience to the tenants, becauſe they were generally called upon to perform ſuit 
and ſervice in the harveſt time and during the ſummer, which was the ſeaſon when they were 
moſt buſily employed in the fiſheries, That gentleman, therefore, mentioned his debgn to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to allow the tenants to compound for this ſuit and ſervice by 


a pecuniary commutation to the landlords, to be paid at the option of the tenant, By this 
Go means, 
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means, the tenant who would employ himſelf to greater advarrtage on the filheries, would be 


enabled to pay a certain ſtated price in Hheu of his fait and ſervice to the landlotd, and thus fave 
the time he otherwiſe muſt loſe, Mr. Dempfter further ſaid, that it was not his intention to 
attempt to carry the bill through Parliament this ſeſſion, but merely, if leave were given to 
bring it in, to read it a firſt time, and then to print it, meaning to ſend it down to Scotland 


in that form, in order that the ſenſe of the country might be taken upon it; and in cafe it met 


with the concurrence of the parties mutually concerned in that end of the Kingdom, to reſume 
it next year and complete it. He concluded with moving, “that leave be given to bring in a 
bill to allow tenants and ſub-tenants employed in the fiſheries of Great Britain, to commute 
for money all perſonal fervices, which they- are bound to perform to their landlords. The 
motion was agreed to. 

On the zoth of Auguſt, the King put an end to the ſeſſion by a ſpeech from the throne. 
He returned Parliament his warmeſt thanks for their zealous and diligent attention to the 
public ſervices. He predicted the happieſt effects from the bill for the better government of 
India :—he applauded the laws they had made for the preſervation and improvement of the 
revenue :—he thanked the Commons for their proviſion for the arrear of the civil liſt :—he de- 
plored the nnavoidable burthens of the people :—he noticed the definitive treaty with Holland, 
and the peace concluded in India, and truſted that the preſent tranquillity would be of long 
continuance :—he adverted to the important objects with teſpect to trade and commerce, yet 
to be provided for; and he exprefſed his hopes that, on a full inveſtigation of thoſe important 
matters, ſuch regulations would be framed, as might he calculated to promote the wealth and 
proſperity of every part of the Britiſh empire. 

The following arret, which was publiſhed by the French court in this year, concerning the 
commercial intercourſe allowed to foreigners with the French Weſt Indies, appears to give the 
ſame advantages to the Britiſh European and American dominions, as it does to the American 
ſtates. It ſeems to grant greater advantages, and to open the French iſlands more to ſtrangers 
than any former arret; but it permits, in fact, little more than was allowed, though not al- 
ways publicly, before the war, except that certain European articles may now go directly 
there, without paſſing through the medium of the ports of France. A conſiderable preference, 
however, is reſerved to the French ſhipping and fiſheries. This arret will ſerve alſo to ex- 
plain in what manner the advantages given to the American States by France have been miſ- 
repreſented and exaggerated. 


ARRET du CoxsEIL 4 Err du Rot, concernant le Commerce #tranger dans les i/les 
Franxoijes de I Amerique, du 30 Holt, 1784. 

* Article premier. L' Entrepot ci devant affigne au carenage de Sainte Lucie, ſera maintenu 
pour ladite iſle ſeulement, & il en fera établi trois nouveaux aux iſles du vent; ſavoir un à 
Sainte Pierre pour la Martinique, un a la Pointe-a-Pitre pour la Gaudaloupe & dependances, 
un a Scarboroug pour Tobago, Il en ſera pareillement ouvert trois pour Saint Domingue, 
ſavoir un au Cap Frangois,.un au Port-au-Prince, un aux Cayes Saint Louis: celui qui exiſte 
au Mole Saint Nicholas dans la meme colonie, ſera & demeurera ſupprimé. 3 : 

II. Permet fa Majeſté, par proviſion & juſqu' a ce qu'il lai plaiſe d'en ordonner autre- 
ment, aux navires Etrangers, du port de ſoixante tonneaux au moins, uniquement charges 
de bois de toute eſpece, meme de bois de teinture, de charbon de terre, d' animaux beſtiaux 
Vivans de toute nature, de ſalaiſons de boeufs & non de porcs, de morue & poiſſon ſales, de 
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1784 riz; mais, légumes, de cuirs- verds en poil en tannés, de pelleteries, « 
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mercer les dites marchandiſes. 


quement des ſirops & taffias, & des marchandiſes venues de France. 
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III. II fera permis aux navires Strangers ey iront dang a; ports d' entrepat, 
porter les marchandiſes permiſes par l'article II. foit à yuide d'y charger pour Petr 


d'aller dans les ſeuls ports d'entrepot deſignes par Particle we & 


foie. pour y 


anger, uni. 


«© IV. Toutes les merchandiſes dont l'importation & l' exportation ſont permiſes 3 a I 7 
dans les dits ports d'entrepot, ſeront ſoumiſes aux droits locaux, ctablis ou actablir dans chaque 
colonie, & payeront en outre un pour cent de leur valeur. 

V. Independamment du droit d'un pour cent, portẽ en Particle 8 les boeufs ſalts 
la morue & le poiſſon ſales, payeront trois livres par quintal ; & ſera le produit du dit droit 40 
trois livres, converti en primes d' encouragement, pour kinttodackion de la morue & du poiſſon 
ſales. provenans de la peche Frangoiſe. Tr 
VI. Les chairs ſalés Etrangeres qui ſeront introdpites dine les colonies par des batimeng 
Frangois, expedies diretement des ports du royaume, ne ſeront Nein aſſujetties au payement 
des droits mentionnẽs dans les deux articles precedens. 5 

VII. II ſera Etabli dans chaque port d' entrepot un nombre Caffiſant de commis, pour 
veiller 3 i ce qu'il ne ſoit introduit ni exports d'autres marchandiſes que celles qui ſont ſpecifies 
dans les articles II. & III. du preſent arret; & afin qu'il ne reſte aucun ſoupgon d'inexacti- 
tude dans cette ſurveillance, autoriſe ſa Majeſte les negocians Frangois refidans dans chacun 
des dits ports d'entrepòt, ainſi que les capitaines de navires qui pouront ſ'y trouver, à nommer 
reſpectivement entre eux des commiſſaires, leſquels ſeront charges de denoncer les negligences 


ou abus qu'ils pourroient reconnoitre, & aſſiſteront, lorſqu'ils l'eſtimeront convenable, a toutes 


les viſites qui auront lieu, ſoit a Parrivee, ſoit au depart des navires Etrangers, &c.“ 
We cannot, however, but obſerve, that theſe articles do not ſeem calculated by any means 


to encourage foreign veſſels to go to the French free ports in the Weſt ndies; and the aſt of 


the above articles ſeems to put foreigners in the power of the French merchants, and French 


maſters of ſhips. There are twelve other articles which e the entry of the foreign 


veſſels, &c. 
The number of ſhips which were 9 from England in the whale dare” to Davis's 
Streights and the Greenland Seas, in the courſe of this year, to 89 .—thoſe of Scotland to 4; 
and thoſe of Holland in the ſame trade, and the ſame period, to 59. 
The Canada ſales of this year in London, amounted to 201,090, 
The following gives the exact account of the revenue annually ariſing from the diſtillery i in 
England, from the 5th of July, 1763, to the 5th of July, 1784. 


% 


0 Corn Diſtillery 2 Mrlaſſis Diſtillery. 
Years. | * "WEE © ” ns 
1764, — 382,906 15 8 — 63,020 15 4 
1705, —— 385, 350 4 o — 60, 165 17 2 
1766, — 430,439 18 9 — 46,930 14 8 
1767, — 342,122 19 3 — 71,044 15. 1 
1768, —— 370,508 2 6 Bs 76,250 14 6 
1769, — 440,041 16 3 — 72,481 6, 2 
1770» — 455-004 7 4 * $7,950 % 4 
1771, — 442,323 10 0 — 55,323 6, 10 


\ 
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0. bes - Core: Diſtillery. . Melaſſes Diſtillery. 
Years. © WOW" 9 ; e b%. 36 2 ae 8. r &. 
1772, — e 459,589 1 11 11 $4,340 14 1 
1773, B A 1⏑² T — 57753 17 11 
1774, — 345,864 15 1 — 54,661 5 10 
1775, — 437%½%j63 18 — 61,348 o 8 
1776, — ' 428,108 10 4 — 80, 16 5 9 
1777. W 452,426 17 © — 45,316 19 5 
1778, — 543,130 16 0 — 41,112 0 6 3 
1779. 1 513,283 4 9 — 3,583 9 os | 
1780, — 540,881 8 6 —— 18,112 13 o * 
1781, . 548,641 1 1 2 8,392 10 3 . 
178a, 9 $09,544 10 3 * 3,5884 13 © 10001 
1783, — 3355713 14 5 — 2,888 9 4 9 
1784, —ͤ— 3744921 o 33 — 3331 1 of 1 
x> Of the 371, 9211. and $24, ariſing from the corn diſtillery in 1784, it appears that Lon- _ 
don and its neighbouring diſtricts paid! in the following n viz. * me - 
; " 8 9 1 
London. — — 106, 18 2 Ep! 
Ts hey 85 — 39-644. f 115 $f 
Hertford, — — — — 184,628 15 of 1. 2 » 
Total of the above-mentioned places, - - — 330,364 12 14 1 ul 
Paid by every other part of England, | "—- — 41,556 8 2 11 
Total, — — | — 371,921 0 32 1" 71 
By the following account is alſo ſeen the quantity of corn ſpirits made in Scotland as well id 190 fi 
as the diſpoſal of it, from the 5th of July, 1778, to the 5th of July, 1784. 11 
Made in Scotland. Sent to England. Let in Scotland. 1 Fr, 
Years. | Tons. i Tons. Tons. ws [Wl 
1778, — 258 4 20 — 238 | | | g 
1779, — 350 — 24 — 326 if; ey! 
1780, — 864 31 135 —— 729 1 2104 
1781, — 872 — 388 — 484 1 = | 
1782, — 1,048 — 730 — 318 NE 
1783, n 773 — 097 . — 76 3 08 
1784, — 1,141 1, 548 | | 1 
By the above ſtatement there appears to be no leſs than 407 tons ſent to England, from the 
5th of July, 1783, to the 5th of July, 1784, which paid no duty: and from the 5th of July i 
to the iſt of November, 1784, there was 430 tons made in 1 Scotland, and 669 tons ſent to j 
England, 239 tons of which paid no duty. | | 
The quantity made in Scotland is found by the money _ and is conſequently preſump- 
tive the quantity ſent to England is exactly aſcertained by the equalizing duty paid of 1124. 
per gallon; and as the real produce or make of corn ſpirit exceeds: the preſumptive charge 25 i 
Vor. IV. 40 per 1 
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5 1784 per cent. or as 15 is to 19 in quantity at Nydrometer proof; and the part ſent from 

3 to England is well known to have been at 40 per cent. at leaſt, over Hydrameter , 

| 5 ks order to ſtate the real quantity of corn ſpirit made in Scotland and-ſent to England, 

right to add 25 per cent. to the preſumptive quantity made in Seotland, and 40 percent, to th 

quantity ſent to England, and the difference between the amount of theſe two, will Wee 
quantity that has been conſumed in Scotland, on which duty has been paid. The followi i 
is a ſtate of the account according to the foregoing calculation "5 15 


Scotland 
roof: in 
it will be 


a 5 Made in Scotland at Sent to Englund at | Leftin Scotland as 
X | |  Hydrometer prog. > Hydrometer proof. Hydrometer 5 
4 1 5 Yaars. STE es ; Tons. "FIPS 6 Tons. | BE lf fr 
_ EY 1778, Fr — 322 —— "SY Nees ads + =P 
| 1779. W 437 — 33 — . 
1780, n 1,080 — 189 — 891 
1781, „ 1,090 — 543 bu n 547 
1782, — 1,310 — 1,022 — 288 
15783, — 966 — 975 | 
5 1784, | 1,426 9 2,167 


By this ſtatement it appears, that 9 tons, in 1783, and 741 tons, in 1784, were ſent to 

England more than any duty was paid for: and from the 5th of July to the iſt of November WR 

1784, there was 537 tons made in Scotland at Hydrometer proof, and 936 tons ſent to "Ig 
land, of which 399 tons paid no duty. 423 


The ſtock in hand on the 1ſt of November, 1784, was, 2 Gallons. 
Corn ſpirits, — — 2 _ — * (5 Ve. 114,234 
Melaſſes ditto, ak — — — — — 365 

8 | | Total, 1 114, 599 


If the above ſtatement of the diſtillery in Scotland be true, which, it is preſumed, cannot 
be denied, it appears, that not only all the ſpirit conſumed in Scotland in this year was made 
free of duty, but that there was ſent into England 1,140 tons more than duty was paid for, 
excluſive of the quantity by which the ſtock on hand on the 5th of July, 1784, exceeded that 
of the 5th of July, 1783. | 7 

From the ftate of the Newfoundland fiſhery in this year, it-is very evident how much its 
value is increaſed to this country, from the Americans being deprived of our market, This 
fiſhery is an object of great importance both to the commerce and to the marine of Great Bri- 
tain, This ſubject comprehends three diſtin& objects. Firſt, The people employed in taking 
and curing the fiſh, may, with great propriety, be conſidered as ſo many manufacturers who 
bring forward a certain commodity or manufacture, which, when perfected, becomes a vald- 
able article of export. Secondly, This trade is certainly a great commercial object, as it gives 
freight to upwards of 200 ſail of veſſels directly to Europe, —chiefly to Spain, Portugal and 
Italy, — for neither England, France, nor the northern kingdoms of Europe, take any quan- 
tity of the American fiſh;—and thirdly, The Newfoundland fiſhery is, without doubt, the 
moſt extenſive nurſery for ſeamen, and thoſe of the very beſt ſort, Fiſheries, coaſting trade, 
and northern voyages produce hardy and intrepid ſeamen: African and Indian voyages deſtroy 


many and debilitate more. In all the fiſhing veſſels from the weſt of England, Ireland, the 3 
iſlands W 
2 | 
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number of | apprentices. and hired ſervants employed in taking and curing the fiſh : theſe ſer- 
vants and apprentices like wiſe take their turn of the ordinary duty of the ſhip, whereby they 
ſoon become. tolerable ſeamen. Beſides the large veſſels, there are upwards of 2000 boats or 
ſhallops of from 10 to 20 tons employed-;in'catching fiſh on the banks of Newfoundland, the 
Gulph of IN Lawrence, Nova Scotia, &c. : theſe ſmall veſſels ſeldom go any diſtance from 
the land; they chiefly fiſh. along ſhore, and on the adjacent banks: in each of them is alſo a 
number of apprentices and hired ſervants, a part of whoſe time is employed on ſhore in erect- 
ing ſtages and in drying and curing the fiſh. In the year 1772, the number of perſons em- 
ployed in the fiſheries of Newfoundiand and our remaining colonies, amounted to about 


25,000, including boys, which are more than double the number that were employed 1 in the. 


trade of the American States; and this is excluſive. of the ſeamen employed in the other 
branches of trade in Canada and Nova Scotia. From this nurſery, on the breaking out of a 
war, our navy has ſeldom failed of receiving a large and ſeaſonable ſupply of men, who, by a 
little attention of the officers, have ſoon become acquainted with the duty of large ſhips: 
From the accounts of the Iriſh fiſhery in this year, we find that the herrings came upon the 
north-weſt coaſt of Ireland about the laſt week in June, and continued until about the laſt 


week in September. At firſt they were of ſmall fize, but increaſed conſiderably ; and latterly ' 
they were large, but by no means the ſize of the winter herrings. It is almoſt impoſſible to 


make any kind of ſatisfaQtory conjecture of the numbers that were taken. There was, for a 
conſiderable part of that time, no other demand than from the country about thirty miles 
round, while the take was ſo very great and the demand ſo ſmall, that incredible numbers 
were thrown away; and, upon an average price for a month, they did not exceed 10d. per 
thouſand ; the number was at times ſo great, that 4d. 5d. or 6d. was the price of an horſe load, 
and there was no reſtriction as to the load: they were boiled for oil, the price of which was 
10d. per gallon, and was very good for lamps. This kind of oil was much uſed by curriers. 
The number of boats employed in the herring fiſhery was from 70 to 100; and during the 
height of the ſeaſon, each boat could haye taken, at leaſt, as many more as they did, as it was 


ſcldom neceflary to ſhoot their nets more than .once for the boat load.. As to the ſum each 


boat made; it is ſaid to be about 541. and computing the price of herrings to be 20d. per thou- 
ſand, each boat took 648, ooo, which, multiplied by 70, the loweſt number of boats employ- 
ed, makes the number amount to 45,360,000, excluſive of what were boiled for oil and 
thrown away. It may not, perhaps, be improper to obſerve in this place, that the ſuppoſition 
of herrings taken-in July, Auguſt, and.September being incapable of a proper ſtate of curing, 
on account of their very extraordinary. richneſs, is founded in error; as it appears, from ex- 


periment, that if a ſufficient quantity of ſalt is uſed, they may be preſerved as well as the 
winter herrings ; but, by not taking proper care, and an injudicious ſaving of falt, the com- 


modity has been brought into diſrepute. 

The quantity of linen imported from Ireland to England, from the 5th of January, 170 3. 
to the ſame date in the preſent year, amounted to 20,687,528 yards. 

The i import of iron into Ireland from St. "OT alone, in the courſe of this year, was 

2,514 tons, or 50, 280 cwt. - | 

The exportation of hats from Ireland. to America lems jncreaſed this year to 11,867. — 
Neither the Americans nor the French can make good hats for want of rabbits wool in ſuf- 
bcient quantities. 
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9. As the political ſtate of Ireland will chim our very particular attention in the ſu 
we ſhall give the following abſtract, as s containing much _—_ Lerman inform 
important ſubje&, - . N 18 3 
An ABsTRACT of the hereditary Wend and additional Duties, for Fe Yeat; 


Expence of Management, kr N 4nd Premiums, &c. * N 1983, Ke * 
* 1784. 
RB C. E T TN ee He vals gs 
BALANCEs oh the collector s accounts at Lady-day, . * N 
1783, —— — D GG EE 
Ditto in the hands of the collectors of vice fp 5 errant 
officers, and the paymaſter of corn premiums, 10,807 17 0 
Arrears on the revenue ſtanding out at ſaid time, 145,251 18 104 | | 
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HERE DITARY REVENUE. 


Cuſtoms inwards, — ä N honees b 228,952 3 ory x 
Cuſtoms outwards, — — — 28,586 17 3 
Imported exciſe, — — — 146,331 11 5 
Prizage on wines, — — 3,260 0 0 
Light-houſe duties, — — — 741 5 97 

Fines and ſeizures, — — — 4 7 , 
Forfeitures, — — — — 514 9 4 | 
Caſualties, — — — 950 1 10 

Inland exciſe, _ — — 76,527 2 9 

Ale licenſes, — — — 8,567 9 95 

Wine and ſtrong- water licenſes, — 27,699 13 4 
Storeage, — — — 226 16 6 

Quit, &c. rents, — — — 64,386 2 27 
Hearth- money for the year, payable January 21, 1783, 61,309 13 11 
Proportion of the duties on teas, — 7.300 © 0 


i 


| — —— 659, 826 4 87 
AppirIioxAL Dorrxs. 2 | 
Tobacco, 


118,860 9 21 


Wine, — — — 61,859 16 
Miuſlin, iſt — — — 509 18 11 
1 — — 345 13 9 
Romals, foreign — — — 350 13 8 
Paper, foreign, — — — 427 81 
Foreign ſilk manufacture, — — 151 3 
Vinegar, — — — — 1,074 O 11 
Hops. — — — 760 0 nn 
Earthen, japanned, and lacquered wares, — 921 10 5 
Sugar, raw — _ — 103,091 7 72 
Sugar, refined, — — — 11,274 6 8 


ab - 208,015 10 87 


912,948 4 0 


/ 


Carried forward, 


r n o 0 o een 3 973) 
noo Habgis; | * e | L. . d. £. Dy d. 
1 5 Brought oveerr,ů — 1 4 op. 

Five per cent. on foreign dry goods, F =p „„  - 00 13.20. 
Coffee, a4. — F311 1) 10 | 

Linen rags. ported. — — — Inne 

Six per cent. on recailers, — — 9 409 8 9 

Wheat, foreign, imported — _ 490 1 3 
Reſidue of the duties on teas, after applying 1,300l. to 23 

the hereditary revenue,  — — 209,279 © 8 

Cider licenſes, 557 — „ S) fo a 
Ale and beer, 8 r — 33,057 8 2+ 
Beer, imported. — — — 1,132 10 1 
Sandy articles in the act for the advancement of trade, 560 19 2 


Duty on carriages for one year, ending Chriſtmas, 1 783, 4,917- 10. © - 
r l | — — 33282,352 11 11 


5 STAMP DorTres.. 
Stamped vellum, parchment and paper, and value of 
vellum, parchment and paper, and penalties, — — 34.580 1 2 


X— ĩ; 


Total revenue, — 1,320, 880 17 12 


1 


een ee 88 
4 3 


Salaries on the revenue eſtabliſhments, incident charges, drawbacks, &c. 175.796 12 57 
Premiums and bounties, — — — a 72,424 7 10% 
Miſcellaneous expences, — * _ 13,091 16 7 
Drawbacks on additional duties, — — — 16,160 0 8 
Salaries to ſtamp officers, incident charges, and diſcount, — 8,263 10 6+ 
Payments to the vice-treaſurers, in the year ending Lady-day, 1784, 772,313 17 21 
Balances and arrears at Lady-day, 1784, | — — — 271,230 11 91 
Total expenditure, — 1,329,880 17 14 


1 


The following account of the population of the American ſtates has the authority of, Con- 
greſs. It ſeems, however to be only a general eſtimate, if we except Rhode Iſland and Con- 


necticut, which appear to be more exactly enumerated ; the xeſt, it is acknowledged, are ſet 


too high, and that the ſlaves are included. The beſt accounts ſtate the number of whites in 
the American ſtates as not exceeding 1,700,000. Tue artifice of repreſenting them as near 
3,000,000, at the beginning of the war, is not now denied, 

An Eſtimate of the Inhabitants of the United States of America, to be made the Baſis of an 


Aſſeſſment in the reſpective States. 


States. | | | Tubabit its | Proportion of Dory 
New Hampſhire, — 8.32, 200 — e e 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, — 350,000 — 147 
Rhode Iſland, — 50, 400 — 21 


; | Wt Connecticut, 
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PRIN 
| ConneRicut,” 
New York, 
9 Ne Jerſey, 
VM 1 Peunſylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


27857 ; * 


North Carolina, 


0 


South Carolina, 


Georgia, 


An authentic account of corn and grain 0 from, and imported i into > England and 


Scotland this year. 


EXSPORTE D. 

1784. Britiſb 
ENGLAND. Drs. 
Wheat, — -- $35,446 
Wheat Flour, 38,867 
Rye, — 5,821 
Barley, _ 18,676 
Malt, | — 45.415 
Oats, — 8.527 
Oat- meal, — 2,752 
Beans, EE 7,309 

Peas, _—_ 2,747 

- SCOTLAND. 

Wheat, — 3,003 
W heat Flour, 2,877 
Bear, — 2.740 
Rye, — 110 
Barley, — 50 
Oats, OY 1,073 
Oatmeal, i*.Ty 

Peas and Beans, 189 


The bounties on corn and grain exported from e in the courſe of this year, amoun- 


ted to 22,6691. 18s. 32d. 


The drawbacks, during the ſame period, were 2551. 38. 5d, | 
The amount of-the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the ſame 


time, was ol. 6s. 3d. 


The duties on corn imported into England, was 7,406 l. 158. 5d. : and, in Scotland, they | 
amounted to 2, 522. 158. 3d. 


T otal, 


— 


Foreign 


Drs. 
6,955 
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| ee | | Proportion of 1000. . 
206,000 — 86 
200, 23 84 
"130,000 _ 54 
320, 000 — 134 
35,0000 Wa 88 
400,000 — 167 
200,000 — 84 
170, % — * 
25,000 — 
2,389, 300 100 


IMPOR TED; 


1784. Quarter: 
ENGLAND, 

Wheat, — 169,810 

Wheat Flour, 4.783 
Rye, N 23,722 

Barley, — 43729 

Oats, — 175,705 

Oat- meal, — 

Beans, — 

Peas, — 

Indian corn, — 
SCOTLAND. 

W heat, — 


Wheat Flour, — 


Rye, N 3 


Barley, i — 
Oats, 8 — 

Oatmeal, — 
Peas, — 


The 


e \07-TWD/ONIOnN oF CoMmEuRemn 87s 
[| 


9% The average prices-of corn in England and Wales, 7% we ſtandard Wikehoſter baſhel, for 


this year, was as follows: — 
Wheat, 65. 14d. ek, 48. odd. 5 ' bar, 3 38. 520. oats, 28. 31d.; eli 45 02d. 


The following are the variations of the public funds tory this year, with the ven and. 
loweſt prices arranged e to each month. 5 


— —' _—_ „ r th. I _— 88 1 al Ate — 


er er : . Je Sea r er 
PET 4 per | Lone | on India India VV. N | Nav Ie 47 


* | reduc [confol cgſe A 1778 Stock. | Bonds. | A. A. B44 


tr 


: — — 


111554 574 — 161 — 1181 538.—— 174 


— vere 
5771— — 
W 1131 57483 — 7 — 1244 —— 1468 80— — 
11357 572741612 5]1227[40 572 120 — g 
W ind 561851712133 525 5) 5 [184158 8 
March Be 567 50 754174 1241277/30 [574158 [185|— [|— | 6 
tach. 2118 50 Los 78f 16 122107 597776 |— |— | 2 
April 1265 57 5917571712129 [22 — [5679 —— ( 
: 1165658 58 [75%[174|125|127 | 9 |— [585] 1745} |— | 2 
— May U 58 5832/747177 1221223 7 58 572 14 ——— — 
Ius 5777/74/77 12712413 [5641275 17 |—Þ= | — 
June, $4 57 574/7477 12— 9 5635818 —— | 1 
116 583 59475717412(— 1 7 5740 41,3 
July 1185 50 59 [744|178|123|1225|21 |— |— |14z[564[74 | — 
, 118 585 553 73 177 11229 3 |= . 172 582 781 — 
110 585•572/744/¼ 177012 | 7 1525875075 | 2 
Auguſt, 1162570555754 1 12 224 hs hi 1270564757 x 
Septemb. f 117557056 1744|175|124[127%] 6 567557 137 874 
1271 507% 54 14 15 12701280 1 554544 157555737 T 
110 54 [545|70%| 103125112 — — 68 — | 2 
aar, {1198 e e e e [91 | 
Novemb. J 112 15331545 |= 16712 — 1 54(— — [54x] 
FF 
Decemb. I 113455454 |= [175|124]| —| 1 Are 5. 
170355 $6: |= 7702[— 17 (541 *— 554(— 63 


The following bills relative to trade and commerce received the royal aſſent in the fourth 
ſeſſion of the fifteenth Parliament of Great Britain :— | 
A bill to continue, for a limited time, an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, entitle d 
An act for preventing certain inſtruments from being required from ſhips belonging to the 
United States of America; and to give to his Majeſty, for a limited time, certain powers for 
the better carrying on trade and commerce between the ſubjects of his Majeſty's dominions 
and the inhabitants of the ſaid United States.“ 

To continue ſo much of an act made in the laſt Tefion of Parliament, as allows further 
time for the payment of certain ſums due, and to become duc to the * from the Eaſt India 
Company, 

To explain and amend an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, Abd An act for 
repealing an act made in the 22d of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, An act for charging a ſtamp 
duty upon inland bills of exchange, promiſſory notes, or other notes, payable otherwiſe than 
upon demand; and for granting new ſtamp duties on bills of exchange, promiſſory, and other 
notes, and alſo ſtamp duties on receipts:“ and for indemnifying all perſons who have written 


or eu; any bill of exchange, promiſſory or other note, or any receipt not ftamped according 
to aw. 


To 


— 
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4 1984. To eſtabliſh certain regulations concerning tle poſtage and eee of bun picket A 
between Great Britain and Ireland. 
; | | To continue the proviſions of an act of the 2 23d of his dc Majeſty, fs granting a . 
_ - 3 upon the exportation of Britiſh and Iriſh buckrams, &c. Britiſh and Iriſh linens, Britiſh i 
| | coes and cottons, or cotton mixed with linen, pruned, painted, ſtained, or dyed in Great Bri 
tain, for a limited time. 1 
8 . The following bills, among others, 3 me regal aſſent i in the firſt felon of the ſix. 
=_ teenth Parliament of Great Britain: | 
| A bill for further continuing, for a limited time, an act of the 2 3d of his preſent Majeſty, 
entitled, © An act for preventing certain inſtruments from being required from ſhips belong. 
ing to the United States of America,” &c. &c. 
To empower the Eaſt India Company to make a dividend 1 to the N of Eaſt India 
ſtock at Midſummer, 1784. 
Jo enable the governor and company of the bank of Scotland farther to increaſe the capital 
ſtock of the ſaid company. 
To appoint and enable commiſſioners farther to examine, take, and late the oublic accounts 
of the kingdom. . a 
To revive and continue an act of the 12th of his pepſeric Majeſty, for encouraging the ma- 
nufacture of leather, by lowering the duty payable upon oak bark, when the price of ſuch bark 
ſhall exceed a certain rate, for a limited time; and for extending ſeveral acts of Parliament re- 
lative to the manufacture of leather to Scotland. 
For the preſervation and encouragement of the hat manufactory in this kingdom, by pre- 
venting the exportation of Britiſh hare-ſkins, Britiſh hare-wool, and Britiſh coney-wool, and 
all undreſſed or untawed Britiſh coney-ſkins ; and for preventing any of the ſaid ſkins from 
being ſtained or dyed; and for the i importation of goats-hair into this kingdom, duty free. 


duty of one per cent. on goods exported to, or imported from the Mediterranean ſeas, in un- 
qualified ſhips; and for repealing ſo much of an act paſſed in the 4th of his preſent Majeſty, 
as enaRs that no part of the old ſubſidy ſhall be drawn back upon goods exported to the Britiſh 
colomes or plantations in America. . 

To poſtpone the payment of the ſum of two millions advanced by the governor and com- 
pany of the bank of England, towards the ſupply for the ſervice of the year 1781. | 

For the better regulation and management of the affairs of rhe Eaſt India Company, -and of 
the Britiſh poſſeſſions in India; and for eſtabliſhing a court of judicature for the more ſpeedy 

and effectual trial of perſons accuſed of offences committed in the Eaſt Indies. 

For granting to his Majeſty additional duties on linens printed, painted, ſtained, or dyed in 
Great Britain; and for granting certain duties on cotton ſtuffs, bleached or dyed in Great 
Britain, and on licences for bleaching or dying the ſame; and upon the importation of ſtuffs 
made of, or mixed with cotton, not painted, printed, ſtained or dyed in foreign parts. 

For granting to his Majeſty certain duties on ticences to be taken out by perſons vending 
hats by retail, and alſo certain duties on hats ſold under ſuch licences ; and for laying addi- 

tional duties on all hats and caps imported into this kingdom. 
25 For granting to his Majeſty certain duties on all gold and ſilver plate imported; and alſo 
certain duties on all gold and ſilver wrought plate made in Great Britain. b 
or 


For diſcontinuing the petty cuſtom on aliens goods imported into Great Britain, and the 


17 


4. D. 


er 04 eee er deen eee 577 f 
1 For repealing the preſent duties upon wax-candles 
other duties i in lieu thereof, and upon WAX imported, a 


mt 0 , Great, Britaipg. ang for granting 
candles in Great Britain. 


© upon licerices to HRP Appell War- 

Fe =" diſcontinue, for a limited time, the payment of the duties upon low wines "and ſpirits 

FM home conſumption, and for granting and ſecuring the due payment thereof ; and for the 

better regulation of the making and vending Britiſh ſpirits, as well for home conſumption as 

for exportation; and for deſtroying all home- made and foreign ſpirits after the condemnation 

thereof; and ſor veſting in his Majeſty the duties of exciſe within the lands of Farintoſh, in 

- - - Rofs-thire; and for diſcontinuing, for a limited time, certain impoſts and duties upon rum 
and ſpirits imported from the Weſt Indies. 

For the relief of the Eaſt India Company with reſpe& to certain ſums due to the public, and 
to the acceptance of certain bills drawn upon the ſaid Company, and for Fegulating the divi- 
dends to be made by the ſaid Company. * | | 

For the more effectual prevention of ſmuggling in this kingdom. | i 

To extend the powers of an act of the 23d of his preſent Majeſty, for giving his Majeſty 
certain powers for the better carrying on trade and commerce between the ſubjects of his Ma- 
jeſty and the inhabitants of the United States of America, &c. | 

To revive and continue ſeveral laws relating to the allowing the exportation of certain quan- 
tities of wheat, and other articles, to his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America, and to the allow- 
ing a drawback of the duties on rum ſhipped as ſtores to be conſumed on board merchant ſhips 

on their voyages; and to extend the proviſions of an act of the 23d of his preſent Majeſty, rela- 
tive to the removal of wine in caſks, to wine removed in bottles, and other packages. 

For granting certain additional rates of poſtage for conveyance of letters and packets by the 
poſt, within the kingdom of Great Britain; for preventing frauds in the revenue, carried on 
by the conveyance of certain goods in letters and packets, and for further preventing frauds 
and abuſes in relation to the ſending and receiving of letters and packets free from poſtage. | 

For granting additional duties upon raw and thrown ſilk imported into Great Britain; and 
upon lead exported from Great Britain; and for allowing a drawback upon the exportation of 
filks, and ſtuffs mixed with filk. _ 

For repealing the ſeveral duties on tea, and GN ranting to his Majeſty other * in lien 
thereof; and alſo ſeveral duties on inhabited houſes; and upon the importation of cocoa nuts 
and coffee, and for repealing the inland duties of exciſe thereon, 

To explain, amend, and render more effeQual, an act of the goth of George II. entitled, 
An act for the more effectual puniſhment of perſons who {hall attain, or attempt to attain 
poſſeſſion of goods or money by falſe or untrue pretences; for preventing the unlawful pawn- 
ing of goods; for the eaſy redemption of goods pawned; and for preventing gaming in public- 
houſes by journeymen, labourers, ſervants, and apprentices,” —ſo far as the ſame relates to the 
preventing of the unlawful pawning of goods, and for the eaſy redemption of goods pawned. 

During the war, we thought it neceſſary to give all the articles of the annual account of ſup- 
plies in detail, in order more fully to ſhew the immenſity and variety of the national reſources, 

and their mode of application; but peace being now eftabliſhed, and the items of public expen- 
diture being ſubject to little variation, we ſhall curtail that part of our. information, and con- 
tine it, in a great meaſure, to the general articles and aggregate ſums which compoſe the cur- 
rent ſupplies of the year. 
Vor. IV. 4D | "SUPPLIES 
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A. D. 924 A, | 
1984 1 1 granted b by Partiame flüment t for this year 158 ” W INS * ne 1 
1 Fri A Fool: Bran 884 | O15 5 0 ed RAT HO vas 4 12 78 TY Dns ©* 
To $91 53074] ...3-153,869 0 6 
For the army, * 1 05 th Po pd ny he Gp 340 A 16 "SS by 4˙080, 220 14 91 
For the e — Kaho, . OR 610,149 8 11 
Miſcellaneous ſervices, HA 7 . ; i 75 1 e 2 2 2,4 7,226 11 27 
r 1,676,769 is 0 
11:81 10 2b ol Þ1X9-10 221th Total Supplies, : 11,988,174 9 44 
The Was and M raxs for raiſing the foregoing fopplics. N C. | . 8 $ 
Land tax and duty on malt. — — 2.75% 0 0 0 
Annuities and a lottery, Yrs I lid 7 ; -: 6,360,000 Q © 
Sayings in the ſeveral army ſervices, _ — 441,702 1 3 91 
Loans and Exchequer bills, — — — 2, 500, 00 0 0 
The ſinking fund, | — —— — 800,000. 0 0 
3 Remaining i in the © Exchequer, — — — | 105,818 5 11 
. ä Total of Ways and 1 —— 772595755 520 19 82 
8 a 35 Total amount of Supplies e 3 174 9 47 
„nod no barn! "Exceſs of Ways and Means, — 969, 345 10 37 
The following additional duties and new taxes were impoſed this year t— TANG. 2 5. d. 
Candles, one halfpenny per pound, — — 100, © o 
Bricks, 28. 6d. per 1000; and tiles, from 3s. to 308. per 1000, Foo 0 o 
Hats, from. gd. to 28. and licences for vending the ſame, - '' — 150, 0 o 
Pleafure horſes, 10s. per head; running ditto, 21. 28. — 100,000 © o 
Britiſh linens and cottons, from 44. to 18. per yard, WN licences for e 
bleaching and dying the ſa me; — — — 152 οο 0: 0 
Ribbands, from 1d. for every 12 yards, to 1d. per er and guess e H geg 
from ad. to 4d. per yard, — 120 o 0 
Licences for retailing beer, ale, and other exciſeable Abe and to 3 
the makers and dealers in certain exciſeable commodities, from 108. to 50l. 110% & o 
Qualifications of ſhooters, 21. 28. per head; and deputations fru m 
lords of manors, 108. per head. —54 0% O O 
Paper, from 1d. to 10s. per ream, and RON millboards, Se. 18,0 0 0 
Hackney-coaches, 58. per week, | 12, o 0 
Silver plate, 6d. per ounce; and gold plate, 8s. per ounce; 2 255, 0 0 O 
Lead exported, 2x1, 18. per, ton, 15,000 © 0 
Poſtage of letters, 1d, and 24. ; and regulations of franking, 120,000 o 0 


Raw and thrown ſilk imported, 2s. and 3s, per pound. 


Total of additional and new taxes. — 
Intereſt of the loan of 6, ooo, oool. 


* 2 


Exceſs of taxes, — r 


i. 


— 


_m— - * * "Pp 


950, ; ⸗ 0 0 
280, oo 0. 0 


—_—— 
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670,000 0 O 
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1784 IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CunrsTMAs, 1783, 5 Canis TMAS 1784. 
| o Nr RI ESV. k IMPORT s. EXPORTS. 
Africa, — L. 1199152 — 1 J. 523,985 16 2 
Canaries, — — 4,840 — 11 „ 5,180 6 11 
Denmark and Norway, | —— 117,477 11 11 261,998 11 8 
Eaſt County,, way ² .. — L 68,612 12 9 
Eaſt Indies, — — 2,996,662 2 1 730,838 3 7 
Flanders, — — „479.539 17 8 849,893 13 17 
France, — — — 70,867 8 — 152,539 12 6 
Germany, e 9 504,179 19 11 1,245,438 6 3 
Holland, — — 32% 10 5 1,277,480 6 3 
Ireland, —— — — „ 7% %%% 15. 5 5 1,624,568 11 7 
Iſle of Man, | — — — 134246. 6 10 1 54,174 12 4 
Italy, —— — 663,124 16 66 474,43 = 2 
Madeira, — — n . 2180214 212d £51302) 29387-5205 9 
Portugal, — _— 370,35 2 10 495,572 ̃ 6 5 
Ruſſia, — — — 1,529,036 6 1 226,461 — 10 
Spain, — — 646,526 — 11 || 808,689 16 7 
Gibraltar, _ — — — 14, 14 46 J 62,840 8 6 
Streights, — — — — — | 207,015 6 4 
Sweden, — — 214, 4 8 57,390 9 1 
Turkey, 1 nr pp 475461 17. , 1 che 43,052" 13. 8 
Venice, 4 LES 9 2 57,878 14 gw! = 19,103 15 10 
Greenland, — — 62, 88 33 — — — 
Iſland of Alderney, — — — j ww We 2,047 - 13 7 
Iſland of Guernſey, — — — 23,804 13 8 51,5546 6 4 
Iſland of Jerſey, — — 13,362 5 10 |} 20,456 14 
Iſland of Sark, _—_— —_— — — 199 — — 
Canada, — — 78,754 10 4 1 238,582 10 10 
Cape Breton, — — — — — 2 10 6 
Carolina, — n — — — 4 3 492,833 14 4 
Florida, — — — 18,108 4 — | | — — 
Georgia, — — — — 22,888 14 — 4736 36 3 
Hudſon's Bay, — ä — * | Ha OB © |» Fins 
New England, —— —— 9 %% 23 3 $26,560 15 11 
Newfoundland, ——— — — oe 9. 2 177233 9": 5 
New York, * — — 47,302 18 9 709,547 11 6 
Nova Scotia, — 13,200 11 8 297,411 4 1 
Pennſylvania, — 70,263 10 9 | 689,491 9 9 
Hand of St. John, Gulf of St. Laurence, — — | 808 14 7 
Virginia & Maryland, | — — 390,250 6 1 1,182,346 .13 1 
Anguilla, — — — 2623 16+. 8 82,586 18 8 
Antigua, — — — e —— 
Bahamas, — — „„ 54,043 10 2 
Barbadoes, — — — 1275213 18 1 121,168 18 2 
Bermuda, — — — 0 t 
Dominica, — — 150,992 16 5 | $5,510 12 8 
Grenada, — — 530,363 16 10 99,969 18 5 
Honduras Bay, — (Dv — — 12,493 2 9 1 
Jamaica, — — — — 1,690,674 8 8 682,318 12 7 
Montſerrat, — — 62,7058 4 2 "13,4323: [18.2 
Muſquito Shore, ——— — 1,692 — — 15840 ᷣ 14 4 
Nevis, — — — 96,013 8:3 11,068 14 #7 
St. Croix, — —— — — — —ͥͤ — — 
St. Euſtatius, — — * 9.618 14 — 
St. Kitt's, — — 234,403 6 8 7353863 3 
St. Lucia, — — 75,255 10. 6 2,491 12 — 
St. Thomas's, —' s. — — 815 16 90 
St. Vincent” 8, — — —ͤ— 107,992 19, 2 33-176 9 2 
Tobago, — — 17 13,496 7 3 
Tortola, — U — 123,80 10 ( 24,0 9 2 
Demerara, — — 656 16 10 3 
St. Domingo, ————— — — 2,755 10 — — — — 
Surinam, — — — — — — — 
St. Martin's, — — — — — —ů — 
Cape Francois, — — — — — — —— 
Havannah, - — — — r — — — — — 
New Orleans, — — — 3 — — — — 
Buenos Avres, — — : — — — —— 
Northern Fiſhery, — 3 — — — 
Southern Fiſhery, — 2 — — 8 — — 
Foreign coin and bullion, ——— — — 632,371 7 6 
Prize goods, —— — das 3t 7 140,110 8 — 
Total, 1572727766 19 5 1537331347 7 11 
4 D 2 
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1784 An necount of the cheiftenings and butinls' within the bills of mortality in London 
- .thisyea, e 
Fd Chriſtened, males 8,978 "Buried, males 9,229 ; | 
— females 8,0 — females 8,599 

17,179 —— 1,828 
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1785 A ſubject of the very firſt magnitude, under the title of the Triſh Propoſitions, claimed the 


particular attention of the public, and occupied the diligence of Parliament in the early part 
of this year. "I's | Ve a 

A very unjuſt and opproſſive ſpecies of policy had long been exereiſed by the Britiſh govern. 
ment in regard to Ireland, by which ſhe had been debarred from the enjoyment and the ue 
of her own reſources, and to make her entirely ſubfervient to the intereſts and opulence of 


this countty. She had not been ſuffered to ſhare in the bounties of nature, or the induſtry of 
her citizens: ſhe was ſhut out from every ſpecies of commerce, and reſtrained from ſending 


the produce of her own ſoil to foreign markets. Some ſmall relaxation of this ſyſtem had, in- 
deed, taken place at an early period of the preſent century, and ſomething more had been done 
in the reign of George II.; but it was not till a time nearer to our own days, and, indeed, 
within the laſt ſeven years, that the ſyſtem had been completely reverſed. Still, however, not- 
withſtanding all that had been done. reſpecting the foreign commerce of Ireland, the inter- 
courſe between the two countries remained without alteration: Ireland was, therefore, {ill 
diſſatisfied ; ſo that in the metropolis of that kingdom, and elſewhere, ideas had been ſtarted 
of impoſing duties on the produce of Britiſh manufactures, under the name of protecting duties; 
and as ſuch a meaſure, which had been ſuggeſted by the ſituation and emergencies of the coun- 
try, was conſidered as inconſiſtent with the general welfare, it was abſolutely neceſſary that 
judicious and effectual ſubſtitution ſhould be made in its place. 

In conſequence of this ſituation of affairs, previous to the meeting of the Iriſh Parliament, 


in January 1785, the Britiſh cabinet, in concert with the commiſhoners appointed on the part 


of Ireland, had formed a plan for regulating and finally adjuſting the commercial intercourſe 

between the two kingdoms, . org: 5s 
This new ſyſtem of commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, was accordingly firſt in- 

troduced into the Parliament of the latter kingdom, on the 7th of February, by Mr. Orde, 


Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, in the form of the following ten propoſitions ; which, by 


a ſmall alteration and diſtribution of the ſubje& of one of them into two heads, were encteaſed 
to eleven. Theſe propoſitions paſſed the committee of the whole Houſe on the 11th of Fe- 
bruary, and on the 12th, they were reported, and followed up by an addreſs to the Sovereign, 
expreſſive of their fervent gratitude, and the ſanguine hope with which they looked forward to 
the complete execution of fo wiſe and liberal an arrangement. The concurrence of the Houſe 
of Peers being alſo obtained, theſe regulations were tranſmitted immediately to England, as 
the propoſed baſis of an equitable and final adjuſtment between the two countries. 


The Reſolutions paſſed by the Iriſh Houſe of Commons. 

& J. Refolved,—That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is highly important to 

the general intereſt of the Britiſh empire, that the trade between Great Britain and Ireland be 

encouraged and extended as much as poſſible and, for that purpoſe, that the intercourſe and 
1 | 


commerce 


07 tur O11 1 ½ or con AA. £ 581 
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1785 commerce be finally ſettled and regulated on permanent and equitable principles, for the mu- 
tual benefit of both countries. 


4 I. That, towards carrying into full effect ſo defirable a ſettlement, it is fit and proper 


that all articles, not the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, ſhould be impor- 


ted into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under the ſame regulations, and at the ſame 
duties, if ſubje@ to duties, to which they are liable when imported directly from the place of 
their growth, product, or manufacture; and that all duties originally paid on the importation, 
into either country reſpectively, ſhall be fully drawn back on exportation to the other. 

„III. That for the ſame purpoſe, it is proper that no prohibition ſhould exiſt, in either 
country, againſt the importation, uſe, or ſale of any article, the growth, product, or manufac- 
ture of the other; and that the duty on the importation of every ſuch article, if ſubject to duty 
in either country, ſhould be preciſely the ſame in one country as in the other, except where an 
addition may be neceſſary in either country, in conſequence of an internal duty on any ſuch 
article of its own conſumption. 

« IV. That in all caſes where the duties on articles of the growth, product, or manufac- 
ture of either country are different on the importation into the other, it would be expedient 
that they ſhould be reduced in the kingdom where they are the higheſt, to the amount payable 
in the other; and that all ſuch articles ſhould be exportable from the kingdom into which they 
ſhall be imported, as free from ſuch duty as the ſimilar commodities or home manufacture of 
the ſame kingdom. | 

« V. That for the ſame purpoſe it is alſo proper, that in all caſes where either kingdom 
ſhall charge articles of its own conſumption with an internal duty on the manufacture, or a 
duty on the material, the ſame manufacture, when imported from the other, may be charged 
with a further duty on importation to the ſame amount as the internal duty on the manufac- 
ture, or to an amount adequate to countervail the duty on the material; and ſhall be entitled 
to ſuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave the ſame ſubje@ to no heavier bur- 
thens than the home-made manufacture: ſuch further duty to continue ſo long as the internal 
conſumption ſhall be charged with the duty or duties to balance which it ſhall be impoſed, or 
until the manufacture coming from the other kingdom, ſhall be ſubje cted there to an equal 
burthen, not drawn back or compenſated on exportation. 

«© VI. That, in order to give permanency to the ſettlement now intended to be eſtabliſhed, it 
is neceſſary that no prohibition, or new additional duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in either 
kingdom, on the importation of any article of the growth, product, or manufacture of the 
other, except ſuch additional duties as may be requiſite to balance duties on mternal conſump- 
tion, purſuant to the foregoing reſolution. 

„VII. That, for the ſame purpoſe, it is further neceſſary, that no prohibitions, or new 
and additional duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in either kingdom, on the exportation of 
any article of native growth, product, or manufacture from thence to the other, except ſuch as 
either kingdom may deem expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and 
biſcuit; and alſo except where there now exiſts any prohibition which is not reciprocal, or 
any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms : in every ſuch caſe, the prohibition may be 
reciprocal, or the duties raiſed, ſo as to make them equal. 

© VIII. That, for the ſame purpoſe, it is neceſſary that no bounties whatever ſhould be 
paid or payable in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the other, except ſuch 
as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits; and ſuch as are in the nature of drawbacks, 


or 
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the exportation of any article imported from the Britiſh plantations, or any man 
of ſuch article, unleſs in caſes where a ſimilar bounty is payable in Britain on ex 


thence, or where ſuch bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback, or compenſation of o 
| | 138 8 | 70 r 


for duties paid, over and above any duties paid thereon in Britain. | 

« 1X. That it is expedient, for the general benefit of the Britiſh empire, 
tion of articles, from foreign ſtates ſhould be regulated, from, time to time, 1 
on ſuch terms as may afford an effeftual preference to the importation of ſim 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the other. 1285 OP. a 

« X. That it is eſſential to the commercial intereſts of this country to prevent, as much as 
poſſible, an accumulation of national debt; that, therefore, it is highly expedient that the an- 
nual revenue of this kingdom, ſhould be made equal to its annual expence. | 

« XI. That, for the better protection of trade, whatever ſum the groſs hereditary revenue 
of this kingdom, (after deducting all drawbacks, re- payments, or bounties granted in the 
nature of drawbacks) ſhall produce over and above the ſum of 656, oool. in each year of peace, 
wherein the annual revenue ſhall equal the annual expence, and in each year of war, without 
regard to ſuch equality, ſhould be appropriated towards the ſupport of the naval force of the 
empire, in ſuch manner as the Parliament of the kingdom ſhall direct.“ | 

Very ſhottly after the arrival of theſe reſolutions in England, they were regularly opened by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Parliament of Great Britain. Re | 

There was but one opinion in the nation as to the neceſſity of ſome kind of commercial ſet- 
tlement between Great Britain and the ſiſter kingdom : and that the fixing this trading inter- 
courſe between the two countries on a firm, liberal and permanent baſis, by which an end 
might for ever be put to jealouſies and clamour, by which all future pretexts to diſcontent 
might be removed, and by which the ſureſt foundations of future ſtrength and opulence might 
be laid, was one of the moſt important topics which could be agitated in Parliament, and one 
of the moſt deſirable objects that the deliberative wiſdom of Parliament could obtain. | 

On theſe principles Mr, Pitt ſupported the commercial arrangements ſuggeſted in the pro- 


n each kingdom, 
ilar articles of the 


poſitions, in a ſpeech of conſiderable length, which he concluded with moving the following 


general reſolution. That it was highly important to the general intereſts of the empire, 
that the commercial intercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland ſhould be finally adjuſted, 


and that Ireland ſhould be admitted to a permanent and irrevocable participation of the com- 


mercial advantages of this country, when the Parliament of Ireland ſhall permanently and ir- 
revocably ſecure an aid out of the hereditary revenue of that kingdom, towards defraying the 
expence of proteQing the general commerce of the empire in time of peace.” _ 

After taking a review of what had already been granted to Ireland by the Britiſh legiſlature, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded to examine the ſubje& then in agitation, under the 
two following heads: | | | | 

Firſt, As to the effects of the commercial arrangements, contained in the propoſitions, on 
our particular commerce and manufactures, —as they regarded our navigation laws and the 
monopoly of our trade with our colonies, and as they related to the intercourſe between the 
two countries by the equaliſing of duties. | | | 

Secondly, As to the effects of an extenſion of the trade of Britain, in the return which Ire- 


land would make towards the common expence. 
With, 


% 


that the. importa- 
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Wirh regard to tlie Kft he d was aßrale that it hems the appearatice vr” miltitarihg againſt 
een laws,” the ſource of our watitime ſtrength and ' commertfal opulence: but that 
'5t did not oppoſe the ſpitir” 6f thoſe laws is evident from a ſhbrt ſtate ment of the fact. Goods, 
th produce of Europe, miglit 'now'be imported through Iteland into Britain by the expreſs 


authority of the navigation act. The new propoſition applied only to Affica and America, for 


Aſia was excluded, às the Fat India Company had the monopoly of the trade of that part of 


the world!” We falk already given to Ireland the direct interebürſe tô our colonies; and the 
liberty How t. to be added, Was nothing more than that of bringing to Britain circuitouſly, what 


ſhe Had herſelf the privilege ol biinging directly. The enquiry, therefore, to be made was, 
whether there was any ming in tlie local ſituation of the ports of Ireland, which could enable 
her to make this circuitous voyage cheaper than we could make the direct one. There was 
ftill another eircumſtance of conſideration: Ireland could now ſend a' cargo to the Weſt In- 


dies, and bring a cargo directly from thence to Britain; or ſhe could invoice a part of her 
cargo to Britain and a part to Ireland. In ſhort, what was there in the trifling addition to 


thefe immunities made by the propoſitions, that could awaken the apprehenſions of a ſober 
merchant or a ſound politician. 


The other leading meaſure, ar this time, before Parliament, was the equaliſing the duties 


in the produce and manufactures of both countries. The reſult of this Mr. Pitt undertook to 
explain, Prohibitory duties were, at preſent, impoſed in Britain on the majority of the ma- 
nufactures of Ireland; linen, however, was a liberal exception: on the contrary, our ma- 
nufactures had been imported into Ireland at low duties: a queſtion might therefore be put, 
whether, under the accumulation of our heavy taxes, it would be wiſe to equahze the duties, 
and thus to enable a country free from thoſe taxes to meet and overthrow us in their own 


markets and in ours? To this it might be anſwered, that it was not to be expected that Ire- 


land, with an independent legiſſature, would ſubmit to be treated with ſubjection and inferi- 
ority; a generous” effort was to be made by this country, and we were to chuſe between in- 
evitable alternatives. But in reality was it, in a great degree, to be apprehended, that a 
country incapable of ſupplying herſelf, ſhould prove formidable to us in a foreign market ? 
Our manufactures were ſo decidedly ſuperior to theirs both in workmanſhip and (kill, that the 
immunity propoſed to be granted would be productive of little alteration: Phe low price of 
labour in Ireland might, it is true, be urged with ſome degree of probability: but it would 
require time for the acquiſition of both capital and ſkill; and the capital could not increaſe 


without the demand: but, in an eſtabliſlied manufacture, improvement was fo rapid as to bid 


defiance to rivalſhip. Befides, as the manufa@ures and commerce of Ireland encreaſed, the 
difference between the price of labour would be inceffantly diminiſhing. After all, there might 
be ſome branches of manufacture in which Freland might rival, and perhaps excel England: 


but, in a matter of general benefit, we ſhoald* calculate from general and not from partial | 


views; and above all, we ſhould learn not to regard Ireland with an eye of jealouſy, It re- 
quired little philoſophy to reconcile us to a competition; which would give us a rich cuſtomer 


inſtead of a poor one. Befides, the proſperity or the fi ſter n wg would be a freſh Spying. 


for our own trade. 
Such was the general outline of the propoſed ſyſtem on its Art appearance, and the magni- 


ude of it was, probably, the'reafon why it was received at firft in this country with ſo much 


tranquillity and acquieſcence. The extenſive views of the object t embraced, occaſibned a 
n and nne pauſe in the minds of the People. Three weeks elapſed, "without al- 
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95 Ws moſt a fingle petition being preſented to the, Houſe of Commons, againſt the net Which 
been opened by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In the interim, a report 


Prepared by a 
committee of council appointed for the canſideration of all matters relative to trade and foreign 


plantations, was laid by the miniſter on the table of;the Houſe of Commons to aſſiſt its del; 
berations. This committee had been originally appointed on the 5th day of March 7 


1784, and 


conſiſted of Lord Sydney, who preſided, the firſt Lord of. the Admiralty, the Paymaſters of 


the Army, the Treaſurer of the Nayy, and fourteen other members of the Privy Council: Mr. 


Charles Jenkinſon, (fince created Lord Hawkeſbury) Was conſidered as the moſt active mem. 
ber and real director of this board. The queſtions, referred to their conſideration, related en- 
tirely to the latter of the two heads, into which Mr. Pitt has diſtributed the benefits conceded 
to Ireland, and principally concerned the propriety of reducing the duties Payable in this 


country, upon the importation, of goods, the growth and manufacture of Ireland. . 


This report, after a variety of ſtatements which are of too great a length to lofere; in this 
place, concludes with anſwering the two queſtions. referred to the committees by bis. Majeſty, 
and with the propoſition of a plan for regulating the future commercial intercourſe between 
Great Britain and Ireland, as follows : 

„The committee having thus laid before your Majeſty the information they have received; 


and having ſtated ſuch obſervations as appeared to them to be neceſlary, for the purpoſe of ex- 


plaining the accounts and pointing out any miſtakes in the evidence given, it is their duty 
now to offer their opinion on the firſt queſtion referred to them; that is, on the propricty of 
reducing the dutics payable in Great Britain on the importation of goods, the growth and ma- 
nufacture of Ireland, at the ſame rate as the duties payable in Ireland on the i importation of 
the like goods the growth and manufacture of Great Britain. 

The committee think it right to begin by obſerving, that ſince the conſtitution of Ireland 
has been put on its preſent footing, it is not probable that the people of that kingdom will reſt 
ſatisfied with the ſame ſyſtem of commerce that ſubſiſted before that alteration was made; for 
though the Parliament of Ireland, in their laſt ſeſſion, rejected the duties that were propoſed 
for the protection of their woollen manufactures, they impoſed a duty on four other articles of 
Britiſh commerce, viz. on refined ſugar, on beer, wine, and printed callicoes, for the expreſs 


purpoſe of encouraging their trade in theſe ſeveral articles. 


« And it appears, that the two Houſes of Parliament of Great Britain were + of opinion, that, 
in conſequence of the change made in the Iriſh conſtitution, ſome new arrangement would be 


neceſſary; for, on the 17th of May, 1782, after having reſolved, that an act made in the ſixth 


year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the Firſt, entitled, An Act for the better 


© ſecuring the dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain, 


ture of the other, free from all duties, except thoſe of exciſe and other internal duties. 


ought to be repealed, they came immediately to the following reſolution :—* That it is indiſ- 
penſable to the intereſt and happineſs of both kingdoms, that the connection between them 
« ſhould be eſtabliſhed on a ſolid and permanent baſis,” 
. + The preſent queſtion, therefore, is not whether the ſyſtem of <: commerce, on which your 
Majeſty has required the opinion of the committee, is better or worſe than that which exiſted 


before the change made in the Iriſh conſtitution, but whether it is better than that which, i 


ſome agreement. is not made, is likely now to take place. | | 

« It appears to the committee, that in arranging the commercial Re A in future be- 
tween the two kingdoms, there are but three plans that can poſſibly be adopted. 

* Firſt, That the ports of each kingdom ſhould be open to goods the growth and manufac- 
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85 « As there are certain articles of commerce in which each country has 2 decided adyantage, 

it is probable that ſuch a plan would occaſion the ruin of many of your Majeſty's ſubjects in 

Great Britain and Ireland, and introduce an immediate conyulfion 3 in the commerce of the 

two kingdoms, - 

% The ſecond plan is, That each kingdom ſhould, for the 8 . in making ſuch 
regulations, and impoſing ſuch duties on the importation of goods, the growth or manufac- 
ture of the other, as their reſpective legiſlatures ſhall, in their wiſdom, think neceſſary for the 
protection and improvement of their own commerce, | 

« This plan, which will probably be followed if ſome agreement is not | made, will be the 
ſource of perpetual diſſenſions; will neceſſarily tend to ſeparate each country further from the 
other ; and, in a courſe of years, will place them in their commercial relation to each other, 
in the ſtate of foreign countries. 

« The third plan is, That the two kingdoms agree on certain moderate duties to — impoſ- 
ed on the importation of goods, the growth and manufacture of the other, ſuch as will ſecure 
a due preference in the home market to the like articles of its own growth and manufacture, 
and yet leave to the ſiſter Kingdom advantages, though not equal to its on, yet ſuperior to 
thoſe granted to any foreign country. The duties now payable on Britiſh goods imported 
into Ireland ſeem, by their moderation, as well adapted to anſwer this purpoſe, as any that 
could be deviſed ; but to make this ſyſtem complete, there ſhould be added proper regulations 
with reſpe& to bounties in future, and with reſpect to the duties on raw materials imported. 
into each kingdom. 

« Itis in the judgment of the committee, a great recommendation of this 5 chat if it 
ſhould now be carried into execution, and become the ſyſtem to which both countries ſhall be 
bound hereafter to conform, it will ſecure them in future from thoſe unpleaſant conteſts, to 
which, in purſuit of their reſpective intereſts, they may otherwiſe be expoſed; and your Ma- 
jeſty, as ſovereign of the two kingdoms, will be relieved from the difagreeable fituation of hav- 
ing laws preſented to you by their reſpective Houſes of Parliament, for your royal aſſent, 
which, though beneficial to one of your kingdoms, may, in their operation, be highly detri- 
mental to the intereſts of the other. 

The committee humbly take leave to refer your Majeſty to the information given by the 
merchants and manufacturers, for what relates to the particular branches of commerce in 
which they are reſpectively engaged, and to the obſervations made thereon, They think it 
:ight, however, in general to obſerve, that the duties intended to be impoſed, according to 
the propoſed plan, on the importation into Great Britain of goods, the growth and manufac- 
ture of Ireland, appear to them to be a ſufficient preference in the home market, which is the 
only object at preſent to be conſidered ; for Ireland, as well as Great Britain, has already a 
right to ſupply its own market, and the markets of foreign countries, with any goods of its 
growth and manufacture, ſubject only to ſuch duties and reſtrictions as its own legiſlature ſhall 
think proper to impoſe. - | 

The duties impoſed by 1 this plan on woollen goods imported from Ireland, will be lower 
than thoſe on any other article of Iriſh growth or manufacture, being about 6d. per yard on 
old drapery, and 2d, on new; which is, on an average, not more than five per cent. ; and yet 
the merchants and manufacturers, in this branch of commerce, whom the committee have ex- 
amined, appear by their evidence to have very little apprehenſion of a competition. The 
duties on the importation of all other goods of the growth and manufacture of Ireland into : 
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this kingdom, will, according to the propoſed plan, be at leaſt ten per cent. and 4 
cles confiderably more, which, with the charge of freight, inſurance, commif 
charges, will, in the judgment of the committee, be amply ſufficient to ſecure 
ence to the ſubjects of Great Britain in their own market; eſpecially if we 
been already mentioned, the {kill of eſtabliſhed manufactures, and the advintages ariſing fi 

long credit and great capitals: and it ought to be confidered, that if the Triſh ſhould be Rae te 
extend their trade in ſome branches of manufacture, which will probably at firſt be of inferi s 
kinds, where labour rather than {kill is required, the Britiſh trader in return will have his 4. 
vantage in the ſuperior articles of manufacture, for which, by his ſkill and experience he 
may be better qualified ; which advantage the propoſed plan will ſecure to him bun the 
non-importation agreements, or any new laws that might be otherwiſe made to his detriment, 


n ſome arti. 
on, and port 
a due prefer. 
add to what has 


And as the people of Ireland increaſe in wealth, in conſequence of the extenfion thus given to 


their commerce, the ſubjects of Great Britain will neceſſarily derive advantages from it, b 
larger fale of thoſe commodities in which they particularly excel. 

Wes The committee have alſo taken into conſideration the fecond queſtion referred to them 
by your Majeſty, viz. what preferences are now given to the importation of any article, the 
growth, produce, or manufaCture of Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on the importation, 
uſe, or ſale of the like articles from foreign parts; and how far it may be the intereſt of Great 
Britain in future to continue or to alter the ſame. 

% For their information on this head, the committee called for two accounts, which have 
been preſented to them by the commiſſioners of your Majeſty's cuſtoms in England, The 
firſt account ſtates the preference given to the linen manufacturers of Ireland, on exportation 
from Great Britain, over that of foreign countries. On Irith linen, under 5d. a yard, from 


y the 


Great Britain to Africa, America, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, Minorca, or the Eaſt Indies, 


a bounty of one-halfpenny per yard is given; of the value of 5d. and under 6d, a bounty of 


one penny per yard ; of the value of 6d, and under 1s, 6d. a bounty of three haltpence per yard, 


The ſecond account ſtates the articles of Iriſh prodvce, that are favoured in the duties on im- 
portation into Great Britain: the articles are proviſions, cattle, ſkins, hides, cable and cord- 
age, flax and hemp, fail cloth and canvas, iron, pitch, tar and rofin, rape ſeed and cakes, 
wood and yarn. Almoſt all of theſe are imported free, or with only a fmall duty; while from 
France, and other parts of Europe, ſome are prohibited, and many of them ſubjected to very 
high duties, | EY 

On conſidering the ſeveral articles of Iriſh growth and manufacture, to which, according 
to the foregoing accounts, preferences are given, it does not appear to the committee that I 
there is any reaſon for altering the ſame : according to the true principles of reciprocity, the I 
Iriſh ought to grant the ſame bounty on Britiſh linen exported from Ireland, as is now paid 
on Iriſh linen exported from Great Britain. It would be very inconvenient, and even detri- 


mental to the commerce of Great Britain, in its intercourſe with foreign nations, to ſay, that Wl 


theſe preferences ſhould at no time and in no reſpect be altered; but the committee are of opi- 


nion, that ſome ſufficient preference ſhould always be given to the foregoing articles, being # f 


the growth or manufacture of Ireland, on their importation, uſe, or ſale in Great Britain.“ 


In the mean time, the merchants and manufacturers who had been examined before the . 
committee, joined by great numbers of others from every part of the nation, met together for Wi 


the purpoſe of taking the Iriſh propoſitions into their conſideration. During the courſe of | | 


their proceedings it appeared, that the opinions of the former by no means coincided aden 
inferences 
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1785 inferences which had been drawn from their examination in the report laid before Parliament. 


This circumſtance muſt appear the more ſingular, as many of the perſons examined were pre- 
ciſely the ſame individuals in both caſes. This difference, however, may in ſome degree be 


reconciled if we conſider, that in the firſt caſe the queſtions were prepared by the reporters, 


who muſt be repreſented, whatever impartiality or rectitude we may chuſe to aſcribe to them, 
as having a ſpecific ſyſtem to vindicate. In the other caſe, the witneſſes preſented themſelves 
at the bar of a mixed aſſembly : they were examined by perſons of various deſcriptions ; ; ſome 


who conſidered. themſelyes as pledged for the propoſed ſyſtem, ſome who warmly intereſted | 


themſelyes in its overthrow and annihilation, and a few who, unwarped by any previous ſen- 
timents, were defirous to deduce their opinion from the reſult of the whole. Many of the 
perſons examined were men of acknowledged opulence, integrity, and commercial knowledge ; 
among them were Mr. Wedgewood, of Staffordſhire; Meſſrs, Walker, Richardſon and Peele, 
of Mancheſter; Mr. Robertſon, of Glaſgow, and Mr. Gibbons, of Briſtol. 

The number of petitions preſented againſt the Iriſh propoſitions, | amounted in the whole to 
upwards of ſixty. They were ſent up to Parliament from almoſt every quarter of the king- 
dom, and there was ſcarcely a ſingle ſpecies of manufacture or merchandize, upon the ſubject 
of which the perſons peculiarly intereſted did not appear to have conceived a conſiderable de- 
gree of alarm. 

During the months of March, April and * the Houſe of Commons was occupied in 
receiving the petitions and hearing the evidence of manufacturers and merchants of every de- 
ſcription. This laborious and minute mode of inveſtigation being compleated, on the 12th 
of May the propoſitions were again brought forward by Mr, Pitt, with many amendments, 
variations and additions. To the original ſet of propoſitions, ten new ones were added, ſome 
of them only ſupplemental to, and explanatory of the former, while ſome of them contained 
much new and important matter. We ſhall, therefore, inſert them in their enlarged ſtate, and 
as they were finally returned to the Parliament of Ireland. 

« I, That it is highly important to the intereſts of both countries, that the commerce 
between Great Britain and Ireland ſhould be finally regulated on permanent and equitable 
principles, ſor the mutual benefit of both countries, 

II. That a full participation of commercial advantages ſhould be permanently fecured to 


Ireland, whenever a proviſion equally permanent and ſecure, ſhall be made by the Parliament 


of that kingdom, towards defraying, in proportion to its growing proſperity, the neceſſary 
expences, in time of peace, of protecting the trade and general intereſts of the empire. 

III. That towards carrying into full effect ſo deſirable a ſettlement, it is fit and proper that 
all articles, not the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, except thoſe of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of any of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to 
the Streights of Magellan, ſhould be imported into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, 


under the ſame regulations, and at the ſame duties (if ſubject to duties) to which they would 


be liable, when imported directly from the country or place from whence the ſame may have 
been imported into Great Britain or Ireland reſpectively, as the caſe may be; and that all duties 
originally paid on importation into either country reſpectively, except on arrack and foreign 
brandy, and on rum, and all ſorts of ſtrong waters not imported from the Britiſh colonies in 
the Weſt Indies, ſhall be fully drawn back on exportation to the other. But, nevertheleſs, 
that the duties ſhall continue to be protected and guarded, as at preſent, by withholding the 
4. E. 2 drawback, 
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N gdom to Which 
the export may be made, ſhall be returned and compared with the entry outwards. 
40 IV. That it is highly important to the general intereſts of the Britiſh empire, 
laws for regulating trade and navigation ſhould be the fame in Great Britain and Ireland; ang 
therefore, that it is efſential towards carrying into effect the preſent ſettlement, that all = 
which have been made, or ſhall be made in Great Britain, for fecuring exclufive privileges to 
the ſhips and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh colonies and plantations, and 
for regulating and reftraining the trade of the Britiſh colonies and plantations; ſuch law; im. 
poſing the ſame reſtraints, and conferring the ſame benefits on the ſubjects of both kingdoms, 
| ſhould be in force in Ireland, by laws to be paſſed by the Parliament of that kingdom for the 
ſame time, and in the ſame manner as in Great Britain. | 
„V. That it is further eſſential to this ſettlement, that all goods and commodities of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of Britiſh or foreign colonies' in America or the Wet 
Indies, and the Britiſh or foreign ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, imported into Ireland, 
| ſhould, on importation, be ſubjeC to the ſame duties and regulations, as the like goods are, 
or from time to time ſhall be ſubje& to, upon importation into Great Britain; or if prohibited 
from being imported into Great Britain, ſhall in like manner be prohibited from being import. 
ed into Ireland. | 
« VI. That in order to prevent illicit practices, injurious to the revenue and commerce of 
both kingdoms, it is expedient that all goods, whether of the growth, produce, or manufac. 
ture of Great Britain or Ireland, or of any foreign country, which ſhall be hereafter imported 
into Great Britain from Ireland, or into Ireland from Great Britain, ſhould be put, by laws 
to be paſſed in the Parliaments of the two kingdoms, under the ſame regulations with reſpe& 
to bonds, cockets, and other inſtruments, to which the like goods are now ſubjeR in paſſing 
from one port of Great Britain to another. | 
VII. That for the like purpoſe, it is alſo expedient that, when any goods, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, or any other of the Britiſh colo- 
nies or Plantations, ſhall be ſhipped from Ireland for Great Britain, they ſhould be accom- Wi 
panied with ſuch original certificates of the revenue officers of the ſaid colonies, as ſhall be re- 
quired by the law on importation into Great Britain; and that when the whole quantity, in- 
cluded in one certificate, ſhall not be ſhipped at any one time, the original certificate, proper- 
ly indorſed as to quantity, ſhould be fent with the firſt parcel; and to identify the remainder, q 
if ſhipped at any future period, new certificates ſhould be granted by the principal officers of Wl 
the ports in Ireland, extracted from a regiſter of the original document, ſpecifying the quan- 
tities before ſhipped from thence, by what veſſels and to what ports. aj 
« VIII. That it is effential for carrying into effect the preſent ' ſettlement, that all goods 
exported from Ireland to the Britiſh colonies in the Weſt Indies, or in America, or to the 
Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, ſhould, from time to time, be made liable to ſuch 
duties and drawbacks, and put under ſuch regulations as may be neceffary, in order that the 
ſame may not be exported with leſs incumbrance of duties or impoſition than the like goods 
ſhall be burthened with when exported from Great Britain. 
„X. That it is eſſential to the general commercial interefts of the empire, that fo long as 
the Parliament of this kingdom ſhall think it adviſeable that the commerce to the countries be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope ſhall be carried on ſolely by an exclufive company, having liberty 


to import into the port of London only, no goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
| * 


that the 
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3185 any countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope ſhould be importable into Ireland from any 


foreign country, or from any ſettlement in the Eaſt Indies belonging to any ſuch foreign 
country; and that no goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the ſaid countries, 
ſhould be allowed to be imported into Ireland but through Great Britain; and it ſhall be law- 
ful to export ſuch goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any of the countries be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, from Great Britain to Ireland, 
with the ſame duties retained thereon as are now retained on their being exported to that king- 
dom ; but that an account ſhall be kept of the duties retained, and the net drawback on the 
ſaid goods imported to Ireland; and the amount thereof ſhall be remitted by the receiver ge- 
neral of his Majeſty's cuſtoms in Great Britain to the proper officers of the revenue in Ireland, 
to be placed to the account of his Majeſty's revenue there, ſubject to the diſpoſal of the Par- 
liament of that kingdom; and that whenever the commerce to the ſaid countries ſhall ceaſe to 
be carried on by an excluſive company, in the goods of the produce of countries beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, the goods ſhould be importable into Ireland 
from countries from which they may be importable into Great Breat Britain and no other; 
and that no veſſel ſhould be cleared out from Ireland, for any part of the countries from the 
Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, but ſuch as ſhall be freighted in Ireland by 
the ſaid excluſive company, and ſhall have failed from the port of London; and that the ſhips 
going from Great Britain to any of the ſaid countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, ſhould 
not be reſtrained from touching at any of the ports in Ireland, and taking on board there any 
of the goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of that kingdom. 

„K. That no prohibition ſhould exiſt, in either country, againſt the importation, »fe, or 
ſale of any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the other, except ſuch as either 
kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour and biſcuits; 
and except ſuch qualified prohibitions at preſent contained in any act of the Britiſh or Iriſh 
Parliament, as do not abſolutely prevent the importation of goods or manufactures, or mate- 
rials of manufactures, but only regulate the weight, the fize, the packages, or other particular 
circumſtances; or preſeribe the build or country, and dimenſions of the ſhip importing the 
ſame; and alſo except on arms, ammunition, gunpowder, and other utenſils of war, import- 
able only by virtue of his Majeſty's licence; and that the duty on the importation of every 
ſuch article, (if ſubje& to duty in either country) ſhould be preciſely the ſame in one country 
as in the other, except where an addition may be neceſſary in either country, in conſequence 
of an internal duty on any ſuch article of its own conſumption, or iy conſequence of internal 
bounties in the country where ſuch article is grown, produced, or manufactured, and except 


ſuch duties as either kingdom may judge . from time to time, upon corn, meal, flour, 


malt and biſcuits, | 

* XI. That in all caſes, where the duties on articles of the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture of either country, are different on the importation into the other, it is expedient that they 
ſhould he reduced, in the kingdom where they are the higheſt, to an amount not exceeding the 
amount payable in the other; ſo that the ſame ſhall not be leſs than ten and an half per cent. 
where any article was charged with a duty on importation into Ireland of ten. and an half per 
cent. or upwards, previous to the 17th day of May, 1782; and that all ſuch articles ſhould 
be exportable, from the kingdom into which they ſhall be imported, as free from duty as the 
ſimilar commodities or home manufactures of the ſame kingdom, 

„ XII. That it is alſo proper, that in all caſes where the articles of the conſumption of 
either kingdom ſhall be charged with an internal duty on the manufacture, the ſaid manufac- 


tures 


- 
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* 
o 


adequate to countervail the internal duty on the manufacture, as far as relates to the n 
charged thęreon; ſuch further duty to continue ſo long only as the internal conſumption 2 
be charged with the duty or duties to balance which it ſhall be impoſed; and that, ee = 


s a duty on the importation of the raw material of any manufactute in one kingdom greater 


than the like duty on raw materials in the other, ſuch manufacture may, 


BE) + on its importation 
into the other kingdom, be charged with ſuch a countervailing duty, as may be ſufficient to 


ſubject the ſame, ſo imported, to burdens adequate to thoſe which the manufacture compoſed 


of the like raw material is ſubject to, in conſequence of duties on the importation of ſuch ma- 
terial in the kingdom into which ſuch manufacture is ſo imported; and the faid manufacture 
ſo imported, ſhall be entitled to ſuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave the 
ſame ſubjeQ& to no heavier burden than the home-made manufacture. 

& XIII. That, in order to give permanency to the ſettlement now intended to be eſtabliſh. 
ed, it is neceſſary that no new or additional duties ſhould be hereafter impoſed, in either king. 
dom, on the importation of any article of the growth, produce or manufacture of the other; 
except ſuch additional duties as may be requiſite to balance the duties on internal conſumption, 
purſuant to the foregoing reſolution, or in conſequence of bounties remaining on ſuch articles 
when exported from the other kingdom. | 

« XIV. That for the ſame purpoſe it is neceſſary further, that no prohibition, or new or 


additional duties, ſhall be hereafter impoſed in either kingdom, on the exportation of any 


article of native growth, produce, or manufacture, from ong kingdom to the other, except 


' ſuch as either kingdom may deem expedient from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour 


and biſcuits. | | 

« XV, That for the ſame purpoſe, it is neceſſary that no bounties whatever ſhould be paid 
or payable in either kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the other, except ſuch as 
relate to corn, meal, malt, flour and biſcuits, and except alſo the bounties at preſent given by 
Great Britain on beer and ſpirits diſtilled from corn, and ſuch as are in the nature of draw- 
backs or compenſations for duties paid; and that no bounty ſhould be payable on the expor- 
tation of any article to any Britiſh colonies or plantations, or to the Britiſh ſettlements on the 
coaſt of Africa, or on the exportation of any article imported from the Britiſh plantations, or 
from the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, or Britiſh ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, or 
any manufacture made of ſuch article, unleſs in caſes where a ſimilar bounty is payable in 
Great Britain, on exportation from thence, or where ſach bounty is merely in the nature of 
a drawback or compenſation of or for duties paid, over and above any duties paid thereon in 
Great Britain; and where any internal bounty ſhall be given in either kingdom, on any 
goods manufactured therein, and ſhall remain on ſuch goods when exported, a countervail- 
ing duty, adequate thereto, may be laid upon the importation of the ſaid goods into the other 
kingdom. | | 

«© XVI, That it is expedient for the general benefit of the Britiſhempire, that the importation 
of articles from foreign countries ſhould be regulated from time to time in each kingdom, on 
ſuch terms as may effectually favour the importation of ſimilar articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of the other, except in the caſes of materials of manufactures, which are, or 
hereafter may be allowed to be imported from foreign countries, duty free; and that in all 
caſes where any articles are or may be ſubject to higher duties on importation into this king- 
dom, from the countries belonging to any of the States of North America, than the like goods 


are or may be ſubject to when imported as the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Britiſh 
2 colonies 
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articles ſhall be ſubject to the ſame duties on importation into Ireland, from the countries be- 


longing to any of the States of North America, as the ſame are or may be ſubje& to on im- 
portation from the ſaid countries into this kingdom. | 

« XVII. That it is expedient that meaſures ſhould be taken to n diſputes touching 
the exerciſe of the right of the inhabitants of each Kingdom to fiſh on the coaſt of any part of 
the Britiſh dominions. 

« XVIII. That it is expedient that ſach otivileges of printing and vending books as are or 
may be legally poſſeſſed within Great Britain, under the grant of the crown or otherwiſe, and 
the copy-rights of the authors and bookſellers of Great Britain, ſhould continue to be proteCt- 
ed in the manner they are at preſent by the laws of Great Britain ; and that it is Juſt that mea- 
ſures ſhould be taken by the Parliament of Ireland, for giving the like protection to the copy- 
right of the authors and bookſellers of that kingdom. 

c XIX. That it is expedient that regulations ſhould be adopted with reſpect to patents, to 


be hereafter granted, for the encouragement of new inventions, ſo that the rights, privileges 


and reſtrictions thereon granted and contained, ſhall be of equal duration and force throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland, 

«© XX. That the appropriation of whatever ſum the groſs hereditary revenue oof the king= 
dom of Ireland (the due collection thereof being ſecured by permanent provifions) ſhall pro- 
duce, after deduct ing all drawbacks, re-payments, or bounties granted in the nature of draw- 
backs, over and above the ſum of 656,000). in each year, towards the ſupport of the naval 
force of the empire, to be applied in ſuck manner as the Parliament of Ireland ſhall direct, by 
an act to be paſſed for that purpoſe, will be a ſatisfactory proviſion, proportioned to the grow- 
ing proſperity of that kingdom, towards defraying, in time of peace, the neceſſary expences of 
protecting the trade and general intereſts of the empire. 

The chief object of the additional propoſitions, was to provide, firſt, That whatever navi- 
gation laws the Britiſh Parliament ſhould hereafter find it neceſſary to enact for the preſerva- 
tion of the marine, the ſame ſhould be paſſed by the legiſlature of Ireland. Secondly, Againſt 
the importing into Ireland, and from thence into Great Britain, of any other Weſt India mer- 
chandizes than ſuch as were the produce of our own colonies; and thirdly, That Ireland 
ſhould debar itſelf from trading to any of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Streights of Magellan, ſo long as it ſhould be thought neceſſary to continue the charter of the 
Eaſt India Company. 


In the courſe of the debates upon the propoſitions as they ſtood with theſe amendments and 


additions, that which met with the moſt vigorous oppoſition, independent of ſuch general 
reaſoning as went againſt the ſyſtem altogether, was the fourth-in which Great Britain, it was 


aſſerted, aſſumed both a preſent and future power to bind Ireland by ſuch acts as ſhe ſhould 


paſs relative to the trade and commeree of both kingdoms, This was ſtated to be in direct 
oppoſition to what had been ſolemnly ſtipulated betwixt the two kingdoms ; namely, that Ire- 
land was in future only to be bound by her own ſtatutes, —that it was a reſumption of the 
right of legiſlating for Ireland, which this country had renounced, —that it was bartering the 
liberties of Ireland for the advantages held out to that kingdom by the ſyſtem. now propoſed, 
and thereby purchaſing Iriſh ſlavery at the expence of Englith commerce. 

With reſpect to the laſt propoſition, which ſtipulated, that whenever there ſhould be a ſur- 
plus of the revenue of Ireland, over and above the ſum of 650, ooo. ſuch ſurplus ſhould be 


applied 


2 
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applied to the ſupport of the Britiſh navy, it was urged, that if this was held forth as a com 
penſation for advantages voluntarily reſigned by Great Britain, nothing could be more gala. 
cious, the preſent net revenue of that kingdom being little more than 333, oool. and therefore 
little more than half the ſtipulated ſum, over and above which the ſurplus only was to be a 
plied in aid of the pu lic revenue of this country. or 8 | 2 
The arguments which were offered generally and againſt the whole of the propoſed ſyſtem 
went chiefly upon the ſuppoſed injury which the manufactures and commerce of Great Britain 
would ſuſtain from it; the former, from the comparative ſmall price of labour in Ireland 
which alone, it was contended, would ſoon enable that kingdom to underſell us both at "Wi 
and abroad; the latter, from the facility with which it was well-known the revenue laws in 


Ireland were evaded. 


The impoflibility of preventing the clandeſtine importation of a variety of the moſt impor- 
tant articles, was ſtrongly inſiſted on; and it was added, that the competition which would 
ariſe between the two kingdoms, which ſhould ſell cheapeſt, would, of courſe, encreaſe the 
evil: finally, it was argued, that ſuch was the nature of the propoſitions, that in whatever 
proportion one country might benefit from them, in the very ſame degree the other would be- 
come a loſer. | | 

In favour of the ſyſtem it was argued, that it was a meaſure of abſolute neceſſity, in order to 


put an end to the diſcontents which prevailed to ſo alarming a degree in the ſiſter kingdom, — 


That if the preſent propofitions were not paſſed into a law, all that had already been done in 
favour of Ireland would prove nugatory, as it was clearly inadequate to the expectations of that 
country. | | 

That with reſpect to the fourth propoſition, it was a condition which the ſafety of our own 
navigation Jaws made it neceſſary to annex to the boon granted to Ireland. That it was illi- 
beral to infer from hence, that the Britiſh legiſlature had any views of trenching on the inde- 
pendence of Ireland, fince it left to that kingdom the option of taking or refuſing the adyan- 
tages held out to her ſubje& to ſuch a condition. That the condition itfelf was ſuch as had 
frequently been adopted in the negotiations of independent ſtates, as in the late treaty between 
this kingdom and France, when the latter bound herſelf to publiſh certain edicts, as ſoon as 
other edicts ſtipulated on our part, were publiſhed by this country. h 

With reſpe& to the diſadvantages which it had been ſuppoſed our manufacturers would have 
to encounter from the comparative ſmall price of labour in Ireland, it was ſaid, that ſuch a 
miſapprehenſion aroſe from a miſconception of the real fact. That the wages of artizans and 
manufacturers, although not of common labourers, were higher there than in this country, 
and therefore there was little likelihood of their being able to underſel us on that ground: nor 
could our commerce be in any danger from the reaſons which had been alleged, ſince the pro- 
viſions and reſtrictions, contained in the propoſitions, were ſufficient as well to prevent any 
clandeſtine importation of foreign goods into Ireland, as to inſure the duties payable on all 
ſuch as might be legally imported. 5 

It was alſo urged, that when the principle of the compenſation on the part of Ireland was 
objected to, it ſhould be remembered that, in all the former proceedings on making conceſ- 
ſions to Ireland, it as the univerſal ground of objection, that Ireland did not bear any pro- 
portion of the expences incurred in the expenditure for the general protection of the empire; 
but, at preſent, Ireland was willing to prove, that ſhe did not demand a participation of our 


commercial advantages, without contributing, in an adequate proportion, to the expences 5 
curre 


- 
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ns curted in the defence. « of them. It Was not very reaſonable to expect that * ſhould, in 


former times, have appropriated, any. particular part of her revenue for naval purpoſes. One 
great { ſource of, wealth Was denied to tlie inhabitants ol that country, in the colonial trade, 
which was, conſidered as A peculium of the Britiſh commerce, The contrary, however, was 

now the caſe ; and while a certain ſpecific appropriation ſhould be made for public purpoſes, 
there was no excluſion of che exerciſe of generoſity and liberality in the Iriſh Parliament, 
whenever the unforeſeen, events or the natural contingencies of a war might call for it. As to 
the hereditary revenue, it was inſiſled that its increaſe had borne, and might be expected to 

continue to bear, an exact proportion to the increaſing wealth and opulence of the country.— 
As to the grant of the ſurplus above 656, oool. it is certainly a diminution of the royal power 
and property, and has been liberally conceded to ſtrengthen the whole empire by a great com- 
mercial adjuſtment. between theſe two kingdoms. In ſhort, it was inſiſted by the friends to 
the propoſitions, that, on a fair and attentive examination of their principles, they would ap- 
pear to be, firſt, to encourage and extend, as much as poſſible, the trade between the two 
kingdoms, on permanent and equitable principles; J ſecondly, that the inhabitants of each 
ſhould trade to and from the Britiſh colonies, ſettlements, and dominions, in every part of 
the globe, now or bereafter to be Planted or acquired, on equal terms, both by direct and cir- 


cuitous voyages. 361 


The propoſitions, aſter having, been agitated 3 of three maths and after having re- | 


ceived a variety of amendments and alterations, finally paſſed the Houſe of Commons by a large 
majority; and, on the goth of May, were carried up to the Houſe of Lords. They here again 
encountered a very ſpirited oppoſition, and received ſome amendments, though by no means 
of a material nature. | 

The propoſitions having tus paſſed both Hobſes, a bill founded on a them was brought into 
the Houſe of Commons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which was read the firſt time be- 
fore the end of the ſeſſion, and. was followed by an addreſs to his Majeſty by both Houſes of 
Parliament, wherein they acquainted him with. what they had done in this buſineſs ; adding, 
at the ſame time, that it remained for the Parliament of Ireland to judge of the conditions ac- 
cording to their wiſdom and diſcretion, as Well as of every other part of the ſettlement propo- 
ſed to be eſtabliſhed by mutual conſent. ,.. _ f 

On the 12th of Auguſt, the Secretary to the Lord Lentenant of Ireland moved the Houſe of 
Commons of that kingdom to bring in a bill correſpondent to that moved by the Engliſh 
miniſter, The debates on this occaſion were long and animated. Whatever had the leaſt ap- 
pearance of infringing on the legiſlative independence of Ireland, was oppoſed in terms of 
the higheſt diſapprobation. The perpetual diſpoſition of her hereditary revenue by the laſt 
propofition, the ſurrender of her commercial legiſlation by the fourth, —and the reſtraint im- 
poſed on her from trading beyond the Cape of Good Hope and. the Straits of Magellan by the 
ninth, were put in every point of view in which argument and eloquence could place them, 

In favour of the bill it was argued, that the fourth propoſition, which had excited ſo much 
jealouſy and alarm, could not, on any fair conſtruction, be ſaid to take from Ireland her right of 
commercial legiſlation, any more than the acts paſſed in the years 1779 and 1782 had done before; . 
wherein Ireland had ſtipulated to trade with the Britiſh colonies and ſettlements i in ſuch man- 


ner as Great ne they herſelf traded, to adopt the ſame reſtrictions and regulations. That, in 


the bill before them, it was propoſed to trade with Great Britain on the ſame principle ; the 


liberty of either complying with the conditions, or renouncing the agreement in toto, whenever 
Vol. IV. 1 the 
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country ona bind itſelf to in future; but that it would be ſtill in the power of the 


394 
v. 
1 85 the conditions ſhould be obnoxious and diffirisfactory, would be left,” by this preſetit bi fat 


trade, through Ireland to Great Britain, was given her; the Britiſh markets were 
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as much in the power of the Iriſh Parliament as it was by either bf the foregoing acts. T 
only difference was, that, by the former acts, Ireland had ſubferibed to tlie commercial he 
which had been adopted by Great Britain for 290 years back; by the preſent, to ſuch is vo ; 
a 
Parliament to renounce theſe laws, and the whole agreement together; whenever It N 
proper. On the other hand, the commercial advantages offered to Ireland by the bill, * 


ſtated to be very important; the linen trade was thereby ſecured to her for ever; the colony 


th 
open to Iriſh manufactures: and again, as theſe manufactutes were allowed to be i-ethore 


from Great Britain, with a drawback of all duties, the Iriſh would, in effect, export on the 
foundation of Britiſh capital, at the ſame time that they \ were left to ettipfoy their own capital 
in the extenſion of their home manufactures. . 

The Houſe at length divided upon the queſtion; hen there appeared for leave to bring in 
the bill, 127 againſt 108. So ſmall a majority in 8. of ſuch an important meaſure, was 
conſidered in the light of a defeat; for although Mr. Orde afterwards moved to have the bill 
read a ſecond time, and to be printed, he obſerved, that having done this, he did not intend 
to make any further progreſs in the buſineſs during the preſent ſeſſion. He had reſolved to 
wait till the people had leiſure to examine and underſtand i it; and though he was induced to 
ſuppoſe that a conſiderable time would be neceſſary for that purpoſe, he entertained no doubt, 
but that the more it was underſtood, the more it would be found for the benefit and ad vantage 
of the country, and the leſs reaſon would be diſcovered to impute any thing to it hoſtile to the 
conftitution ; nor would he again bring it forward at all, until the nation in general ſhould 
grow into a better liking of the meaſure. | 15 

Thus terminated the intended commercial arrangement between Gitr bit. ta in an d Ireland, 
after having, for ſeven months, employed the attention of both kingdoms. | 

We have mentioned, under the preceding years, the plan formed for the ſettlement 6f a con- 
fiderable number of Geneveſe, who had communicated their defire to eftabliſh themſelves | in 
Ireland. The commiſſioners who were ſent to Dublin on this occaſic jon, received the greateſt 
perſonal attention from all ranks of people. Their requeſt with reſßect to the admifhon of 
their countrymen into Ireland, was complied with; and a particular tract of land, in the 

county of Waterford, was ſet apart for the new ſettlers. 
But notwithſtanding theſe preparations, the whole ſcheme, f in the end, "proved abortive, — 
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were, firſt, that they ſhould be repreſented in Paliithent F716 that they ſhould be 
formed into a diſtinct corporation; ; and, thirdly, that they fmoura! be "govethied by their own 
laws. The firſt of theſe conditions might have been a matter '6f © opinion, a and ſubje@ | to diſ- 
cuſhion ; but the two laſt were held to be incompatible with the laws and the conſtitütion of 
Ireland; and, as ſuch, were totally rejected. 

This diſagreement on theſe leading points, put an end to all further procedure i in the buſi- 
neſs. Some of the Geneveſe, however, tranſported themſelves into Ireland; but they ſoon 
found, by experience, that nothing was gained by changing their ſituation; and moſt of them, 
after a ſhort ſtay, quitted the kingdom. 

The reciprocal advantages which might have accrued to Ireland and the Geneveſe emigrants 


from the propoſed ſettlement, even had it taken place in the fulleſt extent, could 2 it ö 
pre umed, ; 
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preſumed, 8 or been in any degree proportionable to the ſanguine expectations 
ſome men had been led to form on the ſubject. The Geneveſe being chiefly mechanics, muſt 
have been ill ſuited, from their former habits of life, to the labour of agriculture ; and they 
were to be ſettled. in a part of Ireland where their ſubſiſtence would have depended much more 
upon thoſe labours, than all the mechanical ingenuity which they poſſeſſed. _ | 

Early in the preceding year, there had been a great ſcarcity of proviſions at Newfoundland ; 
and at the period when the neceſſities of the ſettlers were moſt urgent, ſeveral veſſels arrived 
there from America laden with proviſions, On this occaſion, Admiral Campbell, the gover- 
nor of Newfoundland, was much at a loſs how to act: his own opinion was, that the provi- 
ſions might be legally imported, —He, however ſummoned a council, and took the beſt advics 
he could upon the ſpot. The council were unanimouſly of opinion with the governor ; and, 
under that ſanction, the proviſions were permitted to be landed. An account of theſe proceed- 
ings was tranſmitted home by Admiral Campbell, with a requiſition of the advice and autho- 
rity of government how to act for the future in ſimilar caſes ; as it was neceſſary to aſcertain 
how far any ſubje& of commerce might be legally imported, though in Britiſh bottoms, from 
an independent ſtate, to any of the colonies of England. To ſettle this point, a bill for con- 
fining, for a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of America and his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the iſland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, and live- ſtock, to be impor- 
ted in none but Britiſh-built ſhips, actually belonging to Britiſh ſubjects, &c. was brought 
into Parliament, as there was a doubt whether the intercourſe bill with the United States ex- 
tended to this object. 

A difficulty, however, was ſtarted upon this ſubject, and urged with equal warmth and 
perſeverance. It was obſerved that this bill was in direct oppoſition to the navigation laws of 
this country, the leading principle of which was, that foreign produce could not be imported 
into the Britiſh colonies without being previouſly landed in this kingdom. It was alſo ob- 
ſerved, that Canada and Nova Scotia, as well as the traders of this country, were competent 
to ſupply the iſland of Newfoundland with every thing that could be obtained from the States 
of America; and that the bill in queſtion was founded in a partial indulgence to the merchants 
of Poole and Dartmouth. It was, at the ſame time, propoſed to call in evidence to prove the 
truth of the latter opinions. | 

On the other hand, it was infiſted, that the intercourſe in .Britiſh ſhips between the ports 
of Newfoundland and thoſe of the United States, bad, for the laſt two years, been act ually 
eſtabliſhed ; that though, in a few years, the exports from Nova Scotia and Canada might be 
ſufficient to ſupply Newfoundland, they were not then in a condition to anſwer the urgent 
demands of the preſent moment; and that if England could furniſh grain at a rate ſufficiently 
cheap for the purpoſe, there could be no.doubt but the Engliſh merchant would have the pre- 
ference, The hearing of evidence was objected to from the urgency of the caſe; and the bill 
finally received the ſanction of the legiſlature. 

In conſequence of the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, their ſuſpicious appearance, and miſ- 
chievous influence on the government of the Carnatic, the examination into their nature and 
circumſtances was referred, by the regulating India bill of the laſt ſeſſion, to the court of direc- 
tors, as far as the materials they were in poſſeſſion of ſhould enable them to do; and that they 
ſhould give ſuch orders to their preſidencies and ſervants abroad, for completing the inveſtiga- 
tion thereof, as the nature of the queſtion ſhall require; and for eſtabliſning, in concert with 
the Nabob of Arcot, ſuch funds for the diſcharge of * debts which ſhall appear to be juſtly . 
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due, according to their reſpective rights of priority, as ſhall be confiſfent with the right WR 


the India Company, the ſecurity of the creditors, and the honour and dignity or the Nabob. 


The court of directors, in execution of the truſt repoſed in them, prepared orders to be 
ſent to their council at Madras, in which, after ſtating the ſuſpicious eircumſtances ane 
which many of the debts appeared to them to have been contracted, they directed them, in =" 


dience to the poſitive injunctions of the act, to proceed to a mote complete inveſtigation of the 


nature and origin thereof, "Theſe orders being communicated ts the board of controul,: were 
rejected by them, and a new letter drawn up, in which the claims of the cteditors were all 
with ſome little limitations, eſtabliſhed, and a fund for their difeharge aſſigned out of the "I 
venues of the Carnatic, and the priority of payment ſettled amongſt the ſeveral claſſes of re- 
ditors. At a meeting of ſuch of the Nabob's creditors as were in England, theſe orders were 


| publicly read; and on the ground of fuch a proceeding, a motion was made in the Houſe of 


Lords for copies or extracts of all letters or orders iſſued by the court of directors, in purſu- 


ance of the injunctions contained in the 37th and 38th clauſes of the regulating act of the laſt 


ſeffton. | 

In ſupport of the motion, the dangerous conſequences of ſuffering the board of controul to 
ſuperſede the authority of a poſitive a& of Parliament, and the ſuſpicious circumſtance of its 
clandeſtine interference in an enormous money tranſaction, the management of which had 
been expreſsly delegated to other perſons by an act of the legiſlature, were ſtrongly inſiſted on, 
On the other hand, it was aſſerted, that the conduct of the board had been within the ſtrig 
letter of the ſtatute, inſomuch as they were enabled by a clauſe in the act, to originate orders, 
in caſes of urgent neceflity, and to direct their being tranſmitted to India; nor had theſe 
orders been given till after a careful and ſufficient examination into the ſubject. The motion 
was rejected without a divifion : a fimilar motion was made in the Houſe of Commons, and 


ſhared a ſimilar fate. 


On the 10th of June, petitions were preſented to the Commons from the merchants of 


London, Briſtol, and Glaſgow, trading in tobacco. The object of the petitions was to obtain 


a conſolidation of the various imports into one ſpecific charge, as well as ſome meaſure to be 
ſelected by the legiſlature for the reduction of the exiſting duties, or the ſuppreſſion of illicit 
trade, In ſupport of theſe petitions, the following information on the ſubject was authenti- 


— 


cally ſtated. 8 Wy 


W hen the commerce of America was at its height, the imports from that country to Great 
Britain, if valued at their prime coſt, amounted to about 1,500,000l, per annum; of which 
ſam no leſs than 700, oool. conſiſted of tobacco; ſo that the trade in the article of tobacco 
comprized very near one-half of all the imports from America to Britain, This important 
trade, of which, at that period, Great Britain was excluſively poſſeſſed, but which has ſince 
been unfortunately interrupted, would, if the obftacles ſtated in the petition could be removed, 
unqueſtionably return to its ancient and natural channel. This is eyident, from many reaſons 
that might be produced, if the following ones were not ſufficient. l . 

The market of France annually affords a fale for 25,000 hogſheads of tobacco; yet, with all 
her induftry, the utmoſt ſhe could obtain from America, in the preceding year, Was 1,200 
hogſheads. | — 5 8 

Holland, including the market of Germany, which ſhe uſually ſupplies, affords a fale for 
18,000 hogſheads a year; yet, in the courſe of the laſt year, ſhe received from America no 
more than 5,000 hogſheads. Thus it appeared, that France and Holland together, 1 

| 2 | direQly 


0 f THE OR⁰IGIN OF COMMERCE, 7 1 ke, 597 


oo Jirefly from America no. more than 6,200 hogſheads of tobacco laſt year, while Britain alone 
imported, in the ſame time, more than 30,000, Such is the ſuperiority of Engliſh manufac- 
tures, — ſuch the ſuperior credit of her merchants,—ſuch the predilection of the American 
planters for the country of their ancient correſpondence, But however ſtrongly the trade of 
America inclined to its former courſe, it never could make a durable return, unleſs the ob- 
ſtacles that gave riſe to theſe petitions were removed. To effect this ſalutary purpoſe, a bill 
was brought in by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the better ſecuring the duties payable 
upon tobacco ; and alſo, on introducing it, declared, that the revenue at preſent ariſing from 
that article, ſcarce exceeds one-half of what the net duty would be, if it were paid on the whole 
quantity conſumed in the Kingdom. 

On the 4th of July, Mr, Beaufoy, who had ſome days before . a report to the 
Houſe from the committee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the Britiſh fiſheries, and into 
the moſt effectual means of their extenſion and improvement, made a motion to take the par- 
ticulars of the ſaid report into conſideration. In ſupport of certain reſolutions which he after- 
wards moved, and which piincipally related to the herring fiſhery, he obſerved, that this 
fiſhery had been engroſſed from us by the Dutch; and that the hounties, amounting to little 
leſs than 20,0001. a year, had been an uſeleſs expence. This was attributed by the committee 
to the circumſtance of the Engliſh veſſels not being permitted to fail till the 1ſt of October, 
though the fiſhery, in reality, commenced as early as the 1ſt of June. The veſſels were alſo 
obliged by law to make a circuitous voyage, while the Dutch made a direct one. Various 
other evils were ſtated, and propoſed to be redreſſed; and it was particularly urged to the 
Houſe, from our ſucceſs in the Newfoundland and Greenland fiſheries, that the ſuperiority of 
the Dutch in the fiſhery in queſtion, was not owing to any inherent or unalienable advantage. 
It was only in the fiſhery for herrings, a fiſhery upon her own coaſts, and which ſhe alone 
could continue through the winter, and thus unite the advantage of both ſeaſons, that the ex- 
ertions of Britain had failed of ſucceſs, and wherein Holland had preſerved the aſcendency. 

The reſolutions were as follow :— 

«© That every-buſs or fiſhing veſſel, properly fitted out, and furniſhed as by law required 
for veſſels entered for the bounty, ſhall be allowed to clear out of any port of Great Britain at 
any time between the 1ſt of June and the iſt of October, and to proceed immediately to her 
fiſhing ſtation, and to caſt her nets, without being obliged to rendezvous at any other port or 

lace. 
: 4 That the maſters of buſſes or other veſſels employed in the herring fiſhery, fhall be at 
liberty to purchaſe freſh herrings of the boat fiſhers, (being Britiſh ſubjects) and to ſhip the 
herrings which they ſhall take, or which they ſhall purchaſe as aforeſaid, on board any atten- 
dant Britiſh veſſel, with permiſſion to land the ſame, under proper regulations, in any. of the 
ports of Great Britain, upon oath being made by the maſter of the ſmaller veſſel ſo landing 
them as aforeſaid, or by the owner of the fiſh, that the fiſh were, to the beſt of his know- 
ledge and belief, caught by Britiſh ſubjects ; provided that, if the attendant veſſel which ſhall 
ſail with ſuch fiſh, ſha'l land them at any other part than that from which the principal veſſel 
cleared out, a proper certificate of the number of barrels of ſalted fiſh ſo landed, ſhall be ob- 
tained from the principal officer of cuſtoms at ſuch port, before the bond. for the duties on the 
ſalt taken on board the principal veſſel ſhall be diſcharged : and, provided alſo, that no buſs. 
or veſſel returning to port within the ſpace of three months after her clearance outwards, un- 


lefs 
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158 5 leſs with a full cargo, the whole of which ſhall have been taken, and cured or 


the Greenland ſeas, in the courſe of this year, amounted to 139,—carrying 47,000 tons, and 


from Holland in the ſame fiſhery, and during the ſame period, amounted to 65. 


by which a bounty of 15 rix-dollars per Daniſh commercial laſt (or about 30s. ſterling per 


— 
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buſs or veſſel, ſhall be entitled to a bounty. I by ſuch 

« That for reviving and encouraging the cod fiſhery in the North ſeas and in Icel 
owner of any veſſel employed therein, ſhall be at liberty to uſe, in the ſaid fiſhe 
made ſalt, duty free; and to warchouſe, under the key of the officer, any ſurplus ſalt remain 
ing in ſach veſſel, upon her return to the place of her out- fit, under the like rules and News 
lations as are provided for ſurplus ſalt brought back in veſſels employed in the herring fiſher 

4% That all buſſes, and other fiſhing veſſels, ſhall, in future, be permitted to be entered * 
the bounty, without any limitation of their burthen or tonnage; veſſels of leſs than 20 tons 
excepted : nor ſhall any buſs or veſſel be entitled to the bounty for more than 80 tons, 
though of a larger burthen. : 

& That all buſſes and veſſels employed in the herring fiſheries, ſhall be at liberty, during 
the time of their continuance at ſea, to catch and cure cod, ling, and hake, as well as herring: WW 
and ſhall be ſubject to the ſame regulations, and ſhall have the ſame privilege of cutin ö rs * 
ſaid other ſpecies of fiſh with ſalt duty free, as in the caſe of herrings ; but that no bount 
ſhall be allowed on the exportation of the ſaid other ſpecies of fiſh ; and, therefore, that ſuch 
other ſhall be marked, by cutting their tails in the manner preſcribed for marking fiſh cured for 
home conſumption.” | 

After ſome attempts to poſtpone the conſideration of this important ſubje& to another 
period, the reſolutions were agreed to, and a bill ordered in upon them, 

The number of ſhips employed from England in the whale fiſhery, to Davis's Straits and 


and, the 
ry, Britiſh 


al. 


navigated by 6,600 men and boys, beſides 15 ſhips from Scotland. The number of ſhips 


His Daniſh Majeſty jiſſued a proclamation in this year for encouraging foreigners, as well as 
natives, to embark in the whale and ſeal fiſheries from that kingdom to Greenland, Iceland, &c. 


ton, Britiſh meaſurement) was offered to perſons chuſing to embark in that trade from the 
ſaid kingdom; to be paid down in cath before the ſhip is fitted out, on ſecurity being given 
that ſuch veſſel or veſſels ſhall be ready, and do fail on that errand, (wind- and weather per- 
mitting) at the time appointed in the royal proclamation. | 

Perſons engaging in this trade, to have free permiſſion to employ, for the ſervice of the 
fiſhery, foreign mechanics, harpooners, boat-ſtecrers, &c. of what nation ſoever. Such fo- 
reigners, ſo long as they continue in this employ, to be free from all manner of taxes and 
burthens, and have leave to quit the kingdom, with all their effects, whenever they think pro- 
per. No exceptions are made to ſhips foreign built, whether oak or aſh. Every ſhip, how- 


ever, was to bring its cargo direct to the Daniſh market, to be ſold there by private or public SY 


contract, except an expreſs order was given for its exportation. 


It was further permitted all owners and maſters of ſhips ſailing to thoſe ſeas from the king- ZY 


dom of Denmark, to trade with the Daniſh factories, or natives on the coaſts, iſland of Ice- 
land, &c. and to import foreign manufactures duty free, intended as articles of barter in the 


Greenland trade, 


The Canada ſales, in this year, amounted to 242,000], 
n 


- 
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Nt Tn confequehice of the act, paſſed by the Patliament of Great Britain, to regulate the com- 
merce between the Britiſh Weſt India colonies, and the United States of America, the legiſ- 
lature of Maſſachuſett's in North America, paſſed an act on the 23d of June in this year, pro- 
hibiting the exportation, from any part ot harbour of the commonwealth, of any goods, wares, 
or merchandize, the growth, manufacture, or produce of any of the United States, in Britiſh 
ſhips, on pain of forfeiting the veſſel, &e. This act contains alſo ſeveral ſubordinate clauſes 
of regulation, which are not ſufficiently material to ſtate at large. 

On the 10th of July, the King's council of France iſſued a decree reſpecting the importation 
of certain foreign goods, This decree prohibits all white or raw callicoes, and alſo. linens 
and callicoes, handkerchiefs, dimities and nankeens; fabricated either in the Indies or any 
where elſe abroad, that are not the product of their India Company's trade; and alſo all kinds 
of foreign gauzes, lawns, &c. with the exception of foreign blue linens, ſtriped, checked, 
dyed, painted, or ſtamped, for the Guinea trade. This was a general decree for the purpoſe of 
protecting the intereſts of the Eaſt India Company, and the manufaQories of the kingdom: but 
a ſecond decree, which was publiſhed on the 17th of the ſame month, levelled its prohibitions 
principally at the manufactures and produce of Great Britain. 

All kinds of ſadlery, hofiery, woollen cloths, hardwares, all poliſhed ſteel wares, (except tools 
and inſtruments fit for arts and ſciences) and alſo all kinds of foreign cryſtal and glaſs, on 
pain of the ſaid goods being confiſcated, and of being fined ten thouſand livres. An excep- 
tion is made for ſuch as follow no trade, and who import the goods, wares, &c. only for their 
own uſe and perſonal conſumption, on payment of 30 per cent. duty. 

On the 8th of November in this year, a definitive treaty of peace took place between the 
Emperor of Germany and the States General, by which the navigation of the river Scheldt, 
the grand object of the late war between thoſe two powers, remains, with very little and im- 
material variation, in its former ſtate. | 

On the ſame day a treaty of alliance was ſigned between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and the 
States General, By this treaty, the-Chriſtian King and the States General promiſe to con- 
tribute all in their power to their reſpective ſecurity, and to preſerve themſelves in tranquillity, 
peace, and neutrality, as alſo the actual poſſeſſion of all their eſtates, domains, franchiſes and 
liberties, and to protect each other from any hoſtile attack in all parts of the world; and in 
order the more poſitively'to fix the extent of the guarantee with which his Majeſty has charged 
himſelf, it is expreſsly ſtipulated, that it ſhall comprehend the treaty of Munſter of 1648, and 
of Aix-la-Chapelle'of 1748, except the derogations which the ſaid treaties have undergone, or 
may undergo in future. The contracting parties engage to unite for-the preſervation. of peace, 
and in caſe either of them are threatened with an attack, the other ſhall uſe his good offices to 
prevent hoſtilities : but if the ſaid good offices ſhall prove ineffectual, his Chriſtian Majeſty and 
their High Mightineſſes engage from this time to aſſiſt each other both by ſea and land; for 
which pufpoſe, his Chriſtian Majeſty ſhall furniſh the States General with 10, ooo infantry, 
2,000 cavalry, 12 ſail of the line and 6 frigates; and their High Mightineſſes, in eaſe of a 
marine war, or in caſe his Majeſty ſhall meet with any hoſtilities by ſea, ſhall furniſh 6 ſhips . 
of the line and 3 frigates; and in caſe of an attack upon the French territory, the States Ge- 
neral ſhall furniſh their contingent"of troops in money, at 10,000 Dutch florins per month 
for 1,000 infantry, and 30,000 florins per month for r, ooo cavalry : the eſtimate to be made 
on the footing of 5,000 infantry and 1,000 cayalry- When a marine war ſhall be declared, in 
1 which 


. 
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1785 which neither of the contracting powers have any part, they ſhall mutvally guarantee to each 

; other the liberty of the ſeas, &c ' VVVVV 1321 43 ene 

„ "Pp On the ſigning the foregoing treaties, a memorial was preſented to the States by Sir James 

F Moo 72 Harris, the Britiſh plenipotentiary at tne Hague, which concludes in the following manner: 
N 1 Vet if your High Mightineſſes are of opinion, that, on account of the civil diſſenſions 
which, for ſo me time, have unfortunately prevailed within the Republic, to his Majeſty's 
great concern, the preſent time ĩs ill ſuited to the ſettling of the mutual intereſts of both na- 
tions, an obje ever preſent to his Majeſty, it is hoped, at leaſt, that your High Mightineſſes, 
after ſuch aſſurances from the King, and all his Majeſty's friendly diſpoſitions towards the Re. 
public, will think it ſuitable to your wonted wiſdom, not to be drawn in to accept of any en- 
gagements which might, at any time, betray you into a ſyſtem, contrary to that rectitude which 
hath ever guided his Majeſty, or, by making you ſwerve from the ſolid baſis of an independent 
neutrality, raiſe inſeparable obſtacles to the renewal of an alliance between the two powers, 85 
when time and circumſtances may preſent it to your High Mightineſſes as a matter of neceſſity Wa 
and mutual conveniency, &c.” | } ng 8 | 

On the ſecond day of December in this year, John Temple, Eſq. was received in the cha- 
rater of Conſul General of his Britannic Majeſty by the Congreſs of America, 

The ſhip owners and. others concerned in the coal trade, having, in the early part of this 
year, entered into a combination to enhance the price of coals, a common council was aſſem- 
bled, to whom the Lord Mayor ſtated this alarming circumſtance, , It was in conſequence re- 
commended to put the laws againſt unlawful combinations into execution; and application 
being made to the miniſtry, an advertiſement appeared in the Gazette, with a declaration of 
his Majeſty's pardon, and a reward of 200l. to any perſon concerned in ſuch combination, 
who ſhould diſcover the abettors or promoters of the ſame. , At the ſame time the following 
notice was ſerved on the coal buyers, coal factors, &c. by Mr. Saxby, the Water Bailiff, viz, 

The Lord Mayor being extremely anxious, that the inhabitants of the city and parts adja- 

cent may receive their ordinary ſupply of coals, and that the perſons uſually employed in the 
coal trade may no longer be kept out of employment, has directed me to give immediate notice 
to the coal owners, factors, and all others concerned in the coal trade, that unleſs the ſhips 
now in the river begin to unload their cargoes without further delay, his lordſhip is prepared 
and determined to carry into immediate effect the reſolution of the Court of Common Council, 
and cauſe all perſons to be brought to that puniſhment, which the common and ſtatute laws 
of the realm have prepared for thoſe who enter into combinations to obſtruct the ſale of that 
neceſſary commodity, and enhance the price thereof. 3 

(Signed,) WILLIAM SAX BV. 
July 29. 1785. Hater Bailiff of the City of London.” 

An account of the number of gallons contained in the ſtills entered and uſed by diſtillers and 
rectifiers in the ſeveral collections in England and Wales, between the 1oth of September, 
1784, and the 5th of July, 1785, diſtinguiſhing rectifiers from diſtillers. | 
| | Number of Gallons. VMumber of Gallons, 


„ _ — 24 — 
— OO xk; — —„-¼ 
- : 
* 
= 
= 
= 
- 
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Collections. | | Diſtillers, Rectiſiers. 
Briſtol, — — — 63.848 24856,720 
Cambridge, — —_ obs. 2102 
Canterbury, — — — 412 
Cheſter, — DFE 3 We e 149 


Cornwall, 


- 
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1785 A SiS Ra Number of Gallons. Number of Gall. 1 

Collection:. 141 8 Di ſtillers. Ke Si ſiers. ; | "2 

Cornwall, — é . 63.848 | 892 

Derby, * — — | . — | — 192 Mo” 

Doncaſter, — — 2 — 23 370 a 

Eſſex, ee e * —_— 998 

Exeter, — — . —— 1,089 

Glouceſter, — — — 5-473 2,118 

Hants, — — — —— | 2,161 

Hertford, N , _—_ —  _ 11, 326 N | —— 

Leeds, _ Ee OE 1 * 3. 167 

Litchfield, — — — 630 

Liverpool, + CH eee de r 1,596 _ 

Mancheſter, — — — — 1,165 | 

Marlborough, — — — — 210 

Northumberland, — — a 3+ 347 —— 

Norwich, — — — — 828 

Oxford, — — — — 475 

Reading, — — — — 1,077 7 

Rocheſter, — — — 7,138 3.818 

Saliſbury, — — — — | 583 

Salop, — — — — 198 

Sheffield, _ — — Cs 306 

Suffolk, — — — 436 

Surry, . — 30,249 5,045 

Uxbridge, — — — 687 

Wolverhampton, — — 1,0514 

Worceſter, — NO oy 5,587 „ 

York, - — — — 624 

Total of the country, — — 126,968 87,2082 

Total of London, 3 — 96, 909 | 02,6435 

Total of London and the country, 223,877 1 259,852 


Grand total 383,729 gallons, which, at a halfpenny per ec aallon; amounted to 7991. 88. 8 82d. 
An account of the amount of the revenue ariſing from the diſtillery in England, from the 1ſt 
of November, 1784, to the 5th of July, 1785. 


Conn DisTILLERY. 4 1 

In London and its environs, — — 279,788 19 7 

— Briſtol, — — — 14.566 5 © 9 

— Tewkſbury, — — 1,835 10 © 

— Worceſter, — — —. 7,430 10 © 

— Maidſtone, — — — 6,287 19 1- 

— Berwick, — — — 4,131 5 10 — 34,251 1 o 

Total amount of the revenue of the corn diſtillery, pins 314,040 © 9+ 
Vor. IV. 4 8 | MELAsS$SEs8 
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1 MrrassES DISTILLERX. 
In London and its environs, 


— Briſtol,— 


Total amount of the revenue arifing from the diſtillery in England, 
Total amount of the revenue ariſing from the diſtillery in Scotland, 


— 


— * 
1 


" « Þ 


1 


N Brought over, 314,040 © aL 
A 10,645 0 57 
. . CLE 210 > or 
3257895 "= 


7 
| 93.701 12 14 


Amount of the equalizing duty paid in England, — 8,000 0 0 
Amount of duty actually paid, — 4426,59 1 77 
The difference in the ſtock on hand, on the iſt of November, 1784, £ + 
and the 1ſt of November, 1785, was 2,700 tons, at 3ol. per ton; which | 
difference muſt be conſidered as part of the conſumption of 1785, 51,000 © o 
Total, 477,597 35 
An account of ſugar and rum OL NS into England from March 25, to October 10, in in 
this year, 
Ships. Caſks EINE: Caſks of Rum, 
Jamaica, 132 — 48, 615 — 14,743 
Antigua, 30 — 13, 505 — 529 
St. Kitt's, 30 —— 14, 220 — 628 
Barbadoes, 18 — 7,275 — 133 
Granades, 35 — 11,841 — 1,634 
Montſerrat, 5 — 2,159 — 58 
Nevis, 8 — 3.974 Ar r 116 
Dominica, 9 — 3,001 — 14 
St. Vincent, 10 — 43273 * 251 
Tortola, 8 — 2,110 — 24 
Tobago, 6 — 699 — 54 
Total, 288 112,272 18,184 
An authentic account of corn and grain exported from, and imported into England and 
Scotland this year. 
EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 
1785. Britiſh Foreign 1785. Quarters. 
ENGLAND. Drs. Drs. ENGLAND. c 
Wheat, — 65,213 6,312 Wheat, — 85,796 
Wheat Flour, 116 Wheat Flour, 11,978 
Rye, = 12,492 397 Rye, — 28,738 
Barley, — 58,427 108 Barley, — 63,666 
Malt, — 91, 042 — —— CO 
Oats, _ 13,120 1,605 Oats, = 281,018 
Oat-meal, _ 495 33 Oat-meal, — 44431 
Beans, _ 6,323 240 Beans, — 9,355 
Peas, — 6,482 25399 Peas, — 6,736 
Indian corn, — 15 


EXPORTED. 


1 


. 
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EX POR TED: 3 . 0 TOR TED. 
1788. Britiſh Foreign 1785. Quarters. 
ern „ . / / SCOTLAND. 5 
Wheat, _— 569 — Wheat. — 13,277 
Wheat F lour, | 911 — Wheat Flour, — 12 
Bear, — 4.770 — — —— — 
Rye, — 274 — Rye, — 23 
Barley, — 12,192 — Barley, — 3,546 
Oats, — 4.940 — Oats, _ 37,081 
Oatmeal, 5,080 — Oatmeal, — 50,958 
Peas and Beans, 460 — Peas and Beans, 722 
Malt, — 4.678 — 


The bounties on cp and grain exported from England i in the courſe of this year, amoun- 
ted to 22, 465l. 178. ofd. 


The drawbacks, during the ſame period, were 2071. 18. 6d. 


The amount of the bounties paid on corn and grain exported from Scotland, during the ſame 
time, was 3,8481. 8s. 10d. 


The duties on corn imported into England, was as 6,249]. 158. 6d.; and, in Scotland, they 
amounted to 1,119l, 1s, 8d. 


The average prices of corn in England and Wales, by the ſtandard Wincheſter buſhel, for 
this year, was as follows :— 


Wheat, 5s. 23d.-; rye, 3s. 6d. ; barley, 38.; oats, 2s. 13d. ; beans, 38. 10d, 


The following are the variations of the public funds during this year, with the higheſt and 


loweſt prices arranged oppoſite to each month. 


Bank 3 f. 5 per [4 per New | Lg . India | Iadia | India |So#th\ S Sea 3 per | New | 5 per) 3 per pc poquer 
cent. cent. | cent. Ann. un Sea | Old | ct. B. Nav Cent. cent. 7 
Stock. I : = 1 Fir ho } 222 Ann. 1778 Stock. | Ann. Bonds. Stock oy IN Bills Now Serip Bills. 
auary, J 116457 |50z|— 737 177 124— 527 6 d.— 541 — 164895 573 5 
"Re 3 5577 544 __ 7870101 I —— = I |— |$54|— 147 TH 561 - 
February, 117 575 505 — 173z\175|124|1327|637\ 3 64 |555|— 14280 — 3 
i, 16 ef f e e [oBanp( = | 3 
— 1 I — T | — | 1 
March, f 565 545 = 15 104 114 F 2 h 855 tl 2 a +44 I par, 
April, [LP $7z1515113z|— |17=|12z[1314|— | 3 |— — — 6 [92 |— | 3s. 
* t==lg54[7174— 16% —— | | | | % 6 — 2— 
May, 6 584 597 742 * 18 12 133 — 5 Gb foo SOTO om 3 
=15931574173 |— (127133 /— 1 — (, — 7. |= | — 
june, { 11%4|157z15831747|— 7421351] 5 — 5 — | 73/92 — 68. diſ 
— 567 572/737(— 17712/1332 53 1 |— 56 — 7491 — 
July, as 58315831755] 1712136 534 6 |— [664]— | 731913|— bs. dit 
nn 123 — 583 785 5 uy re 
uguſt, 1 583704/— 18 13 1353 — 19 p. — 572 (— | 5 927 — 92 pre. 
; 587577751 — 127 1251335 — | 6 |— 57[(—4(— |= 10 
Septemb. bee 594 5979 — 184/1371427 557 22 [084|59$|— 44967 — 12 
— 56 5710257 — 8. [124[136z|— [17 57457([— 34/280 — 4 
Ottober, {2208 555 pre? 85 8155 781 131 nr [| PR. | #1 3 
e „ v 55 3y nndl 1n ol BY - 
Novemb, E. 093 [703188 — 2371371514 — [42 — 644(—2(— — 2 
— 644 657825 — 197/1341491 — [32 —— [= | 2#|— |= 18 
Decemb.” {208 72 737ʃ[ 0 f(— 212145156 66 [45 |— 67 [68 2&|— |— 12 
19 j694]874= (20631 —— 137 [|= |= 161 | 21 — 5 
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1785 


AN HISTORICAL, AND CHRONOLOGICAL PEDbCTION 
IMPORTS and EXPORTS, from CHRISTMAS 1784, to 


COUNTRIE 8s, IMPoRTSs. | 


%. 


Africa, — 48, 22 nw EXPoRrT ys, 
MO 2. RO - AS 
Denmark and Norway, + — 117,172 7 8 17734 19 2 
Eaſt Country, — — 483,485 1 5 8 322,395 15 r 
Ea ſt Indies, ; — — — 2,703,940 14 1 | 97,783 15 5 
Flanders, — — 222,268 17 2 | 2918 30832 124 9g 
France, * —_— 117,366 9g 2 s 
Germany, e NR 559,177 BY — nn 
Holland; 3 l i 1,402,284 11 11 
Ireland, —— * 2,012,288 15 10 1,500,303 422 7 
Ifle of Man, — — 8389 36. 6 eine 4" 'o 
Italy, 5, OOO DF 199 687,155 1 3 q he 31,868 — 3 
Madeira, — PAL AL 2,880 "IK * ö 513,171 6 10 
Portugal, — — 428,064 19 11 _ 44-970 11 $ 
Ruſſia, — n 1,606,688 7 x 5 ag — 
Spain, — — 697,712 14 9 d 3 - 
Gibraltar, — — 2,616 9 14 1 ae 2 
Streights, — — — — 1 4 wot „ 4 
Sweden, — n, 203,765 18 27 5 * 3 1 
Turkey, — — 146,908 1 3 | . $997 5 5 
Venice, — — — 69,194 12 4 4 25449 10 4 
Greenland, — — — 744523 8 1 x ; 3 18 7 
Iſland of Alderney, — — 2 16 — * DM +9 
| Iſland of Guernſey, —— — 1 BY We . 
57 Iſland of Jerſey, — — 23609 1 49 d t 
. Iſland of Sark, — — 1 3 2 
þ Canada — — 2 og 
$\ Cape Breton, = — — 8 n 
Th! Carolina, — — — 228,070 1 3 
— 2 Florida, — 88 * 1 I 2 x 
5 Georgia, — — - 45,919 14 7 Fs - 7 
1 * Hudſon's Bay, — — $1,270 35 2 | . — 
2 New England, — ( — 56,647 11 11 W: : - 
1 — e bag 5 3 
4 New Vork, — — 61,671 10 9 — 7 12 
| 1y Nova Scotia, * 7,084 9 109, 207434 9 8 
Pl Pennſylvania, — 3. 8 36972 56 8 
. Iſland of St. John, Gulf of St. Laurence, — — | ES — — 
"I Virginia & Maryland, — — 443,580 6 2 1,016,102 8 3 
f Anguilla, — — 2,829 185 6 — — 
. Antigua, * 1 384,681 7 7 82,463 12 — 
Wwe. Bahamas, — — 14.130 8 1 . "03,295 '£ {4 
. Barbadoes, 1 W 249,959 4 8 | 151,554 — 10 
. Bermuda, — — 990 18 9 6,1 18 5 10 
I Y Dominica, —— — — 257,067 2 8 61,695 2 — 
i. Grenada, CRE 3 438,443 9 5 119,131 8 3 
1 Honduras Bay, —— wh 29,153 16 5 1647 15 6. 
9 Jamaica, — — — 2,262,905 3 8 626,310 — 9 
. Montſerrat, —— — 44-055 6 36 6,629 15 2 
ny Muſquito Shore, —— — 20,282 11 9 247 - $i 
Nevis, — — 88,213 6 10 65938 x7 9 
St. Croix, — — — — — | — 
St. Euſtatius, — — — — — 338 7 — 
St. Kitt's, — — 318,618 10 8 6 & ©» 
St. Lucia, — — 18,572 19 3 | 1＋— — — 
St. Thomas's, — — — 1,504 7 10 — was ww 
St. Vincent's, — — i © 4- ix 84,32 18 3 
Tobago, — — 40,773 16 5 . 
Tortola, - — — $5,836 1 7 18,406 8 — 
Demerara, — — NN —  -- 
St. Domingo, —— — — — — — — 
Surinam, —— —— — — 1 16 — 
St. Martin's, — — — — — — — — — 
Cape Francois, — —ͤ— eee eee — ̃ — — 
Havannah, — — — — — — — — — — 
New Orleans, — — 172 IO — 5 i - 3 
Buenos N —— —— . — — Ar. — — 
Northern Fiſhery, | —_— I 2 ' oy" ee 
Southern Fiery, — 3,485 12 4 2,493 9 10 
Foreign coin and bullion, — — — 652,860 13 6 
Prize goods, — 34,076 17 — 30,941 10 — 
Total, 16,279,419 1 3 16,770,228 17 9 
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A, Bo 


1785 man TReon relative to trade and commerce nn in the courſe 


of this year : 


A bill for config; for a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of 


America, and his Majeſty's ſubjects in the ifland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, and live 
ſtock, to be imported in none but Britiſh built ſhips, actually belonging to Britiſh ſubjects, 
and navigated according te law, clearing out from the ports of his Majeſty's European domi- 
nions, and furniſhed with a licence according to a form thereunto annexed. 

Re ſpecting the commercial intercourſe between Great Britain and America. 

To repeal the duties impoſed laſt ſeſſion on cotton ſtuffs, &c.. 

ReſpeCting the importation of goods from Tobago. 

To appoint commiſſioners to enquire into the fees, gratuities, perquiſites, and emoluments 
which are, or have lately been, received in the ſeveral public offices therein- mentioned; to ex- 
amine into any abuſes which may exiſt in the ſame, and to report ſuch obſervations as ſhall 
occur to them for the better conducting and — the buſineſs tranſacted in the ſaid 
offices. 

To repeal ſo much of an act of the laſt ſeſſion, as relates to the diſtillation, &c, of corn 
ſpirits in the Highlands of Scotland, 

For funding the navy bills and ordnance debentures. 

For preventing frauds in the wool manufactory in certain counties. 

For transferring certain duties from the commiſſioners of exciſe and ſtamps to the commul= 
fioners of the taxes. | | 

For the better ſecuring the duties on coal, culm and cinders. 

For better examining and auditing.the public accounts. 

For regulating inſurances on ſhips, goods, &c. 

For regulating the impriſonment of debtors under proſecution in the courts of conſcience 
in London and the bills of mortality, and to aboliſh the fees paid by them to gaolers, &c. 

Reſpecting the manufacture and importation of cordage for ſhipping. 

Reſpecting the duties upon, and the importation of, Florence wine and oil; alſo reſpecting 
the exportation of wheat, &c. to our ſugar colonies, the drawback on the exportation of 


ſnuff, the permiſſion to land Britiſh plantation rum or ſpirits before payment of the exciſe 


duties, the premiums upon the importation of pitch, &c. from Eaſt Florida,—the bounty 
upon the exportation of filk gauzes,—and the drawback upon the exportation of raw filk. 

Reſpecting the duties impoſed laſt ſeſſion upon printed linens, &c. and for laying duties on 

printed cotton ſtuffs, muſlins, fuſtians, velvets, and velverets. 

For further poſtponing the payment of two millions to the Bank. 

Reſpecting the laws relative to falt, rock ſalt, foul ſalt for manure, Glauber or Epſom 
ſalts, &c. 

ReſpeQting party walls, and for the more effectually preventing miſchiefs by fire, and for 
extending the proviſions of this act, ſo far as relates to manufactories of pitch, &c. through- 
out England. 

For encouraging the Shad fiſhery. 

To authorize certain great officers of ſtate to pay bounties granted by his Majeſty to perſ-ns 
in low and indigent circumſtances. 

For the further encouragement of the Britiſh fiſheries. 
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PEDVCTION 


IMPORTS 
and EXP 
Africa, OUNTRIE S. ORTS, from 8 
. — — . Ie 1784, to CHRIS N | 
ark a N | | . M 
Eaſt S, Norway, | l 45,535 12 — 1 E X * 1785. 
Eaſt 9 — 3 a 1 2 11 ; | $$ bo MT. Ba 
1 N , 
e — — —, * "37,934 "19 + 
K E, ' — — 2470 , 322z - 
_ Germany, .. EV. * Ys 2 Ni. 97 - 3. 
Holland SAAD = 268 19 2 | 2 3 15 5 
, — — 17,366 | 32 1 
age x Fa — e f 2 * Ns 9 us - 
— R TT A f , 
Italy, » 3 1 8 06 FT 3 * 11 
l N el 65389 13 K 1,506,303 az 1 
. 1 
na, 222 2 88 2 — 1 68 2 
Ge — W 428,64 I * | | $43,171 6 a 
Gibraltar, < 1,606,688 9 nn "44,978 11 8 
Len, — 697,712 $4 - 795,204 29 
e de FUR £02, RS | 233,998 50 
enice — — 203 1 . 6,207 
Greenland, , — ty = 7 306,028 3 10 
ä e. of Alderney, — — 69,194 12 a ö 2 5 a 
ewe Guernſey, — — 74,523 8 oy 22 . 
10 n of Jerſey, — 22 15 ö 1294 18 7 
e and of Sark, _—_ — 32,829 19 3 It 2, 609 4 9 
2 | * 15,649 1 | as 17 6 11 
| ape Breton, 3 21 1 · | r 8 
qc i — 111,451 4 5 Ne 14 11 
1, — 0 07 
— — — 3 228,070 15 bs pas n 
Now Hogan, ce * 3 —_ $19,138 4 7 
N * ugland, | — 45919 14 * 3 7 
e -e 2 mop 11,270 5 , Fo 33 — 10 
yo York, ING 5 $6,647 11 11 ny 3 
matte Scotia, — 63,584 11 16 125 10 4 
Preps =O n 
F ; * 
Virginia by John, Gulf of St. Lau N 7,084 9 10. 405,762 85 + 
Anguilla * 2 Mer 2073345 9 3 
Antigua, A TATE LY os a 443-580 2 = | 369,215 8 5 
| amas, en 3 2,829 I . 10 — — — 
be — 384,651 - * 4 
a I 2 1% 8 Da 2 
G minica, cena 249,959 4 8 3372 Dt Beer 
Ab arcane or RS 990 18 6 9 E0 
0 —— 1 — — 
8 "=" Gard 5 10 
Mont f e d hee 0-5 61,695 2 1 
 Muſ 2 Ne N 291853 4 3 119,131 8 20 
vis, | — 44,055 6 616, 8 6 
St. Euſtatius r n 88,213 6 9 „629 15 2 
St. Kitt's, 3 „— EE bins 10 1 9 1 
| 3 N 5 318,6 — 5 : 
. mas's — 18 | hy 
St. Vincent's 4 * 18. n 8 335 3 
T , e * 1 6777 
TT ; 8 1,504 7 3 | : 53 4 6 
, ol ortola, * af tin 157,144 10 Se — — 
f Demerara, 2 — 40,773 16 5 1 
St. Domingo, — Wh — 85,876 5 547432 18 3 . 
Surinam, UTR pans wed Ds * 8 313 3 8 
St. Martin's, ee N . | 18,406 8 — 
Cape Francois — H— 2 e e ee —— | S 
Havannab, , — 1 „ W — — 
New Orleans, 58 — r — may 9 25 wars 
_—_— Avres, — — — — ES — —_——— „ 
3 Fiſhery, —_— n — — 
Forei eh Fiſhery, — — 22 — — 1,583 — 
Pri gn coin and bullion — 15554 2 os 3 
e 34,076 17 — 652,560 3 = 
Total e 
4 0tal, — 30,941 10 — 
| 16,279,419 1 3 3 5 1 
16,770,228 17 9 
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O * THE PRI GAN o7 COMMERCE. 


wy The following bill rev to trade and commerce received the royal flent” in dis Wy | 
of this year : 

A bill for confining, for a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of 
America, and his Majeſty's ſubje&s in the ifland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, and live 
ſtock, to be imported in none but Britiſh built ſhips, actually belonging to Britiſh ſubjects, 
and navigated according te law, clearing out from the ports of his Majeſty's European domi- : 
nions, and furniſhed with a licence according to a form thereunto annexed. 

Re ſpecting the commercial intercourſe between Great Britain and America. * 

To repeal the duties impoſed laſt ſeſſion on cotton ſtuffs, &c.. 

ReſpeCting the importation of goods from Tobago. | 

To appoint commiſſioners to enquire into the fees, gratuities, perquiſites, and emoluments 
which are, or have lately been, received in the ſeveral public offices therein- mentioned; to ex- 
amine into any abuſes which may exiſt in the ſame, and to report ſuch obſervations as ſhall 
occur to them for the better conducting and managing the buſineſs tranſacted in the ſaid 

offices, 

To repeal ſo much of an act of the laſt ſeſſion, as relates to the 4itillation, &c, of corn 
ſpirits in the Highlands of Scotland, | 

For funding the navy bills and ordnance debentures. 

For preventing frauds in the wool manufactory in certain counties. 

For transferring certain duties from the commiſſioners of exciſe and ſtamps to the commil= 
ſioners of the taxes. | 

For the better ſecuring the duties on coal, culm and cinders. 

For better examining and auditing the public accounts. 

For regulating inſurances on ſhips, goods, &c. 

For regulating the impriſonment of debtors under proſecution in the courts of conſcience 
in London and the bills of mortality, and to aboliſh the fees paid by them to gaolers, &C, 

Reſpecting the manufacture and importation of cordage for ſhipping. | 

Reſpecting the duties upon, and the importation of, Florence wine and oil; alſo reſpecting . 
the exportation of wheat, &c, to our ſugar colonies, —the drawback on the exportation of 
ſnuff, —the permiſſion to land Britiſh plantation rum or ſpirits before payment of the exciſe 
duties, —the premiums upon the importation of pitch, &c. from Eaſt, Florida, the bounty 
upon the exportation of filk gauzes,—and the drawback upon the exportation of raw ſilk. 4 

Reſpecting the duties impoſed laſt ſeſſion upon printed linens, &c. and for laying dutics on | 4 
printed cotton ſtuffs, muſlins, fuſtians, velvets, and velverets. 

For further poſtponing the payment of two millions to the Bank. 

Reſpecting the laws relative to ſalt, rock ſalt, foul ſalt for manure, Glauber or Epſom 

ſalts, &c. 

Reſpecting party walls, and for the more FRE preventing miſchiefs by ſire, and for 
extending the proviſions of this act, ſo far as relates to manufactories of pitch, &c. through- 
out England. 

For encouraging the 8 fiſhery. | 

To authorize certain great officers of ſtate to pay bounties granted by his Majeſty to perſ-ns 
in low and indigent circumſtances. 

For the further encouragement of the Britiſh fiſheries, . 

TI. | | 5 . 
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bob AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL bibverion 


15865 5. To prohibit the exportation to Fe parts of W Ke. employed in our iron and fel | 


/ manufaktories, and to prevent the ſeducing the workmen to o go abroad. 
To prohibit, for a limited time, the exportation of hay. 3 | | 
SUPPLIES granted by Parliament for this year: e 
For the navy, — Gags 2 2 $51,907 15 2 


For the army, | e hy e 2,286,263 9 os 
For the ordnance, — — 3 2.8 
Miſcellaneous ſervices — . "WE . 3927855 18 5 
nan , 2,857,160 © 102 
Deficiencies, — — — — 1,208, 73 ; 1 4s 
ws ; Total Supplies, | 9,296,300 15 105 
The WAs and MEAns for raiſing the foregoing ſupplies. £. 5 5 
Land tax and duty on malt, — — 2,750,000 -0 © 
Exchequer bills, — — — 18 2,500,000 © 0 
To be applied out of the gnking fund, — _ 792,539 16 1+ | 
The amount of ſtoppages, reſpites, and other monies, remaining in : 
the hands of the Paymaſter General, &c. — — 231,78 18 2 
By further Exchequer bills, — — — | - 1,000,000. © o 
Overplus of grants for the year 1784, — — 656, 161 3 57 
Further application out of the ſinking fund, — 2,297,460 3 101 
Lottery, — — "ie mo 150, o00 © © | 
Remaining in the Exchequer for the diſpoſal of Parliament, 238,928 16 3 5 1786 
— 
Total of Ways and Means, — 9,936,668 17 10 BM = 
Total amount of Supplies granted, 9,296,300 15 103 | : 
— IS p 
Exceſs of Ways and Means, * 640, 368 1 117 $ : 
| | — 5 
The charge of the pay and cloathing of the militia for this year, was voted to be paid out of at 
the produce of the land tax, | | | b 
The navy, victualling, and tranſport bills, dated on or before the zoth of June, 1783, with WW al 
the intereſt due thereon to the 5th of July 1785, were in this year funded at the rate of C 
1111. 8s. ſtock, bearing 5 per cent. intereſt for every 1col. ariſing from the principal and in- fi 
tereſt of the ſaid bills: and navy, &c. bills made out between the zoth of June, 1783, and the ; IN 
1ſt of January, 1785, with the intereſt due thereon, were funded on the like terms, except Wil * 
that from theſe was deducted a ſum at the rate of 58. per cent. on the amount of the principal to 
and intereſt of every month between the 1ſt day of July, 1783, and the day on which ſuch Wi ra 
bills were made out. The ſtock ſo created is irredeemable, until 25,000,000 of the public 4 ar 
debt, either of 3 or 4 per cent. annuities ſhall be redeemed or paid off. Ordnance debentures, 1 
dated on or before the 31ſt of December, 1783, bearing intereſt at the rate of 4 per cent. per w 
annum, from the expiration of fifteen months from their date, were likewiſe funded, at the Wil th 
rate of 1111. 88. ſtock, bearing 5 per cent. intereſt for every 100l. and irredeemable in lice 01 
manner as the navy bills, The intereſt of the navy and ordnance debt thus funded, br 
in 
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1185 with ſome other in. amounting to 4M 3,000l. were to be provided by the follow- 


1780 


ing taxes | | | | 
. New . | 1 
Male ſervants, calculated to produce — — 35,000 0 © 
Female ſervants, ditto, — ſ— | — 140, O © 
Shops, ditto, 53 — — — 100,000 © © 
Attornies, ditto, | — — — 20,000 O O 
Poſt-horſes, ditto,  — — — — . _ $0,000 © © 
Gloves, ditto, — — — — 5o, ooo Q © 
Pawnbrokers, ditto, —— | — — 15, 00 © o 
Salt, by a new W ditto, — — — 12,000 © O 
Total of new taxes, — — — 422,000 0 0 


— 


An account of the * and burials within the bills of mortality in London, for 
this year. 


Chriſtened, males , o8 5 Buried, males 9,447 
females 8,834. females 9,472 


17,919 18,919 


The commencement of the ſeſſion of Parliament in this year took place on the 24th of 
January, which was opened, as uſual, by a ſpeech from the throne; in which his- Majeſty, 
after having mentioned the amicable concluſion to which the diſputes that threatened an inter- 
ruption to the tranquillity of Europe had been brought, the friendly diſpoſition of foreign 
powers towards this country, the extenſion of trade, the improvement of the revenue, and the 
increaſe of public credit, informed his Parliament that the reſolutions which they had laid be- 
fore him, as the baſis of an adjuſtment of the commercial intercourſe between Great Britain 
and Ireland, had been, by his direction, recommended to the Parliament of that kingdom, 
but that no effectual ſtep had hitherto been taken thereupon, which could enable them to make 
any further progreſs in that ſalutary work. He afterwards called the attention of the Houſe of 
Commons to the eſtabliſhment of a fixed plan for the reduction of the national debt; a mea- 
ſure which, he truſted, the flouriſhing ſtate of the revenue would be ſufficient to effect, with 
little addition to the public burthens. He concluded with ſaying, that the vigour and reſour- 
ces of the country, ſo fully manifeſted in its preſent ſituation, would encourage his Parliament 
to give their utmoſt attention to every object of national concern, particularly to the confide- 
ration of ſuch meaſures as might be neceſſary in order to give further ſecurity to the revenue, 
and to promote and extend, as far as poſhble, the trade and general induſtry of his ſubjects. 

The miniſter had, very early in this ſeſſion, taken notice of that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech» 


vhich related to the neceſſity of providing for the diminution of the national debt: he had, at 


the ſame time, given the Houſe to underſtand, that ſuch was the preſent flouriſhing condition 
of the revenue, that the annual national income would not only equal the annual public diſ- 
burſements, but would leave a very confiderable ſurplus; this ſurplus he propoſed to form 
into a permanent fund, to. be conſtantly and invariably applied to the liquidation of the public 


* | | debt, 


1 
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5 1786 debt.. In purſuance of this information to the Houſe, and in order to aſcertain the amount of 1 
| | the ſurplus in queſtion, Mr. Pitt, previous to his entering into the ſtate of the finances, or 1780 
ways and means for the preſent year, moved, That the ſeveral accounts, and other 08 
| | preſented that ſeſſion relating to the public income and expenditure, be referred to the conſide. 


ration of a ſelect committee, and that the ſaid committee be directed to examine and report to 
the Houſe what might be expected to be the annual amount of the income and expenditure in 
future | rh, 

This motion was unanimouſly agreed to; and the fele& committee having framed their 
report, laid it before the Houſe on the 21ſt of March. The Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
the 29th, brought the conſideration of the national debt, and his propoſition for the diminu- 
tion of it, together with the ſupplies and ways and means, formally before the Houſe, The 
committee prefaced their report with obſerving, © That having proceeded to the conſideration 
of the matters referred to them by the Houſe, they had arranged ſeveral papers relating thereto, 
under diſtinct heads, containing the different articles of the public income and expenditure, 
That before they entered on the firſt part of their report, they thought it neceſſary to 
premiſe, that they had confined their examination to the preſent ſtate of the revenue, as it 
appeared either from the amount actually received in the periods mentioned in the papers re- 
ferred to them, or from the beſt eftimates which they could form of the produce of ſuch arti- 
cles as had not been brought to account in thoſe periods, but compoſe, nevertheleſs, a part of 
the preſent income of the public. The large amount of the taxes impoſed fince the com- 
mencement of the late war, in addition to the then ſubſiſting revenue, the difficulties under 
which the different branches of our commerce laboured during the continuance of that war, 
and the great encreaſing prevalence of ſmuggling previous to the meaſures which had been re- 
cently adopted for its ſuppreſhon, appeared to them to render any averages of the amount of 
the revenue in former periods, in a great degree, inapplicable to the preſent fituation of the 
country; nor did they think themſelves competent to the diſcuſſion of the various contingen- 
cies which might in. future operate to the increaſe or diminution of the public income: a re- 
venue ſo complicated in its nature, and depending ſo much on the various branches of an ex- 
tenſive commerce, muſt always be liable to temporary fluctuations, even although no circum- 
ſtances ſhould ariſe to occaſion any permanent alteration in its produce; that they had there- 
fore judged it proper to ſubmit to the wiſdom of the Houſe ſuch an extenfive confideration, | : 
and to ſtate in their report tht preſent amount of the public income, as reſulting from the | 
papers before them. IS | | 

After making all the neceſſary deductions, the ſeveral articles of the public receipt and ex- 
penditure, from Michaelmas 1784 to Michaelmas 1785, and from January 1785 to January 
1786, ſtood in the report as follows :— | 


From Mich. 1784, From Fan. 5. 1785, ; | 


KEBCEI PL to Mich. 1785. to Jan. 5, 1786. 
Total net payments into the Exchequer, after deducting 4. | " ITE 
the reſpited duties paid by the Eaſt India Company, and | ES 
the exceſs of the future amount of window duties, 11,874,213 12,042,097 
Further produce of window duty impoſed by 25th Geo, II. 380,056 253534 
Further produce of duty on two and four-wheel carriages, $9,281 107,186 
To complete the former duty on male ſervants; — 26,803 42,444 


————_—— | ——— 


— ——⅜ 


Carried forward, 22, 340, 353 12, 4455861 
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Brought over, L£- 12,349,353 C. 12,445,861 


Further W e of guties on words; waggons, and carts, 56,829 13.610 
Further produce of taxes in 1784, — 116% %ͤfÜ%ĩ/ 2, oo0 

Further produce of taxes impoſed in 1783 5 including the WE DE; 
improvement of the medicine duty, _ 265,000 © 242,000 
Paid at the exciſe and Alienation office, i in part of civil liſt, | 14,000 14,000 
Produce 5 the land and malt taxes, — — 285, 600, oo0 e- ee 
— Totals of Receipt, . 15,379,182 L. 15,397,471 


EXPE N DITURE. 
Intereſt and charges of the public debts, /. 9,275;769 


Exchequer bills, ' — 7-513 258,000 | 9 
Civil liſt, — — 900,000 
Charges on aggregate fund, — 64, 600 
Navy, — — — 1, 800, ooo 
Ordnance,  — — _ $248,000 
Army, — — — 1, 600, ooo 
Militia, — — — 91,000 
Miſcellaneous ſervices, — — 74.274 
Appropriated duties — — 66,538 
K Totals of Expenditure, L. 14. 478, 181 J. 14,478, 18 
Annual Surplus, 9 4. 919, 290 


2 


This account of the public receipts for two years, may, at this time, be conſidered as the 
annual income of this country, and upon the true ſtatement of which there is every reaſon to 


rely. There is a ſmall difference in the two ſtatements of about 20,0001. in the two terms; 


which, however, can be of no conſequence to the general object for which they were made. — 


In ſhort, from the report of the committee, the regulations that have been made to cruſh 


clandeſtine trade, and other meaſures in agitation- to repreſs the frauds on the revenue, it 
might be ſaid, with truth, that the nation poſſeſſed an increafing annual income of 15, ooo, oool. 


and upwards, which might be mand relied on as Poſſeſſing a fund for an annual diminu- 
tion of the national debt. 


As to the annual expenditure of the APR which the committee tated to amount to up- 


wards of 14, ooo, oool. there is great part of the particular items of which this ſum is made up, 
that the committee omitted to mention, becauſe the ſums charged have been previouſly ſtated 
by act of Parliament. Theſe they confider as permanent expences, and, therefore, diſtinguiſh 
them from what is fluctuating. In the former deſcription they include the intereſt of the na- 
tional debt, the Exchequer bills, civil lift, charges on the aggregate fund, and the appropri- 
ated duties, the whole of which diviſion amounts to 10, 564, oool. and upwards. 

The other claſs of expences includes the different eſtabliſhments for the defence of the 
nation, —as the army, the navy, the ordnance, and the militia, &c.— There may be extraor- 
dinary charges for theſe purpoſes; but in the preſent eſtimate, the committee ſtated the ex- 
pence only that muſt be occaſioned by a peace eſtabliſhment, which they have done on a very 
enlarged and liberal ſcale, 

Vor. IV. | 4H | | : They 
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They allow for the navy, during peace, 18,000 men, which is beyond former peace OY 


Iſhments, and for this they ſet apart the ſum of 1, 800, ol. It muſt be obſerved; however 


that the committee do not ſtate what ought to be the expence of our navy, but only wh 
after the deduction of all other expences, would remain as a ſurplus; it was eee, ox ; 
buſineſs to ſtate every thing on the largeſt poſſible footing. They have taken the = 8 1 
the ſame mode of reaſoning, and allow for the charge of it 1, 600, o00l, The aba Gf | 
ſtated largely, though it will not, probably, ſuffer any deduction; as it was found that bs 


were very deficient in that branch of warlike preparation at the beginning of the laſt war: it 

would, therefore, be extremely imprudent to run a fimilar riſk in future. ; 
The miſcellaneous ſervices are ſlated upon a liberal average of ſeveral preceding years. The 

have ariſen chiefly from addreſſes of Parliament to the King for particular grants, and alſo Fa 


the eſtabliſhments of our colonies abroad, and from bills of exchange drawn by their gover- 


nors upon the Treaſury : theſe ſervices are ſtated at 74. oool.—Deducting, therefore, the whole 
expenditure from the annual income, there remains a ſurplus of 900,000. 7 | 
Such is the ſum which remained to be applied to the purpoſe of decreaſing the national debt ; 


but as the fund for that end was propoſed to be a million annually, the miniſter mentioned his 
_ defign of moving for certain taxes to make up the deficiency. 


But though the amount of the expenditure, as ſtated in the report, with reſpe to the navy, 
army, and ordnance, was large and ample, as calculated for times of peace, and as they were 
to ſtand in future, yet it fell infinitely ſhort of what was the actual expenditure for thoſe eſtab- 


liſhments for the preſent year, or what would be ſo for two or three years to come. The 


effects of the late expenſive war would be naturally felt for ſome time longer, and the neceſſary 
claims it had left an the public purſe, were ſuch'as muſt meet with a compliance. Thus, for 
inſtance, the naval half-pay-and penfion liſts were unavoidably much increaſed, and à number 


of ſhips which were now on the ſtocks, were to be completed; ſo that the allowance for the 


navy, which, according to the report, was no more than 1,800,000]. amounts, in the preſent 
year, to 2,400,000], In the ſame manner, the exceedings of the army, arifing from the ſame 
enormous increaſe of the half-pay and penſion liſts, amounted to 260,0001. over and above 
the ſum allowed for that ſervice in the report. Theſe exceedings, however, from their very 
nature, would gradually diminiſh, and, in time, be reduced to. nothing, Suppoſing them, 
therefore, to laſt four years, ſuch were the extraordinary reſources of this country, that an 
adequate proviſion could be found, without laying any freſh- burthens on the people. The 
ſurpluſſes of the ſeveral funds, and the army ſavings, —the arrears ſtill due from paymaſters,— 
a lottery, if neceſſary, balance due from the Eaſt India Company for the ſubſiſtence of troops 
in India, and of victualling the navy,—the unclaimed dividends in the funds,—the ſale of 
crown lands,—the increaſe of the cuſtoms, ariſing from the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling,—other 


regulations at this time in agitation relative to the revenues,—and a plan under conſideration 


for the conſolidation of the cuſtoms, formed a maſs of reſources fully equal to the exceedings 
of Our eſtabliſhments already mentioned, if not more than ſufficient to diſcharge them.” 
For the purpoſe of enfuring the due application of this ſinking fund of 1,000,000]. per an- 

num to its deſtined obje&; it was propoſed to veſt in a certain number of commiſſioners the 
full power of diſpoſing of it in the purchaſe of ſtock for the public in their own names: the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Maſter of the Rolls, 
the Governor and Deputy-governor of the Bank of England, and the Accountant-general of 


the High Court of Chancery, were propoſed as the commiſſioners, who ſhould receive the _ 
| | * 
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1706 nual million by ery payments of 250,0001. to be iſſued out of the Exchequer, before any 8 

other money, except the intereſt of the national debt. By theſe proviſions, the fund would 
be ſecured, and no deficiencies in the national revenues could affect it, as all ſuch were in- 

tended to be ſeparately provided for by Parliament. According to theſe calculations it appears, 
that the accumulated compound intereſt on a million yearly, together with the annuities that 
will fall into that fund, will, in 28 years, amount to ſuch a ſum as will leave a ſurplus of four. 
millions annually, to be applied, if neceſſary, to the exigencies of the ſtate. 

From the reaſonings and ſtatements employed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on this 
important occaſion, it was evident, firſt, that the yearly income of the ſtate exceeded the per- 
manent level of its expenditure, by a ſum of 900,000). ; ſecondly, that this ſum would be in- 
creaſed to 1,000,000. by means in no wiſe burthenſome to the people; thirdly, that although 
the preſent eſtabliſhment exceeded, in certain inſtances, the ſame eſtabliſhments as ſtated in 
the report of the ſele& committee, yet there were ample reſources and contingent and out- 
ſtanding receipts ſufficient to overbalance ſuch exceſſes, without having recourſe to any freſh 
taxes; and, laſtly, that the ways and means for the preſent year would be ſufficient to furniſh 
the ſupplies, together with the ſum of 250,0001. to be applied quarterly towards the eſtabliſh- 

f ment of the new fund; and, after all, would leave a conſiderable balance to be carried to the 
next year. On theſe grounds, Mr. Pitt moved, That the ſum of 1, ooo, oool. be annually 
granted to certain commiſſioners, to be by them applied to the purchaſe of ſtocks, towards diſ- 
charging the public debt of this country; which money ſhall ariſe out of the ſurpluſſes, ex- 
ceſſes, and overplus monies compoſing the fund commonly called the ſinking fund.” — I he 
policy ofmaking the income of the ſtate ſo far exceed its expenditure as to leave a conſiderable 
ſurplus towards the liquidation of the public debt, was univerſally acknowledged; and the 
motion was accordingly carried in the affirmative without a diviſion. 

Some objections were however made, on the part of oppoſition, to the propoſed plan, re- 
ſpecting the mode of accompliſhing it, and the fallacy of the calculations; but theſe objections 
were over- ruled, and the bill at length received the royal aſſent, and promiſes to anſwer, to 
the utmoſt extent, the patriotic defign of the miniſter who propoſed it. 

As it was a very principal object of the meaſures of the preſent ſeſſion to extend and ſecure. 
to Great Britain the bleſſings of peace, the melioration of her revenues, and the improvement 
of her commerce, we ſhall juſt mention ſuch as were intended to promote theſe great views, 
and particularly to give ſtrength and permanence to our commerce. 

The firſt of them conſiſted of a bill, which was brought forward by Mr. Charles Jenkinſon, 
ſince created Lord Hawkeſbury, for the further increaſe and encouragement of our ſhipping 
and navigation, and to prevent the frauds by which former regulations were ſuppoſed to have 
been evaded, | It is well known-that the navigation laws of Great Britain are in direct oppoſi- 
tion to the abſtract and philoſophical ideas that have been entertained in behalf of free trade; 
and it is not leſs notorious that they are an object of extreme attachment, and a ſource of high 
popularity among the ſubjects of the Britiſh realm; and in order to ſtrengthen their operations, 
this bill enacts, that, in future, no ſhips ſhould be deemed Britiſh-built that were not actually 
built in Great Britain or her dominions : : it alſo extended and regulated the mode of regiſter 
upon that ſubject, as well as raiſed to an higher amount what was called the alien's duty, im- 

poſing it on the Americans, who were very juſtly conſidered | as no longer entitled to an 
exemption from it. 15 
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which form the ſpirit of the navigation laws, were brought forward in this ſeſſion by the fame 
gentleman. The acts of Parliament by which bounties were given to the fiſheries of New. 
foundland, Greenland, and the South Sea, being on the point of expiring, it was intended, 
with ſome variation, to perpetuate theſe meaſures. . In moving for the bill for increaſing the 
fiſhery of Newfoundland, Mr. Jenkinſon explained to the Houſe of Commons the principle 
upon which that fiſhery ought to be conducted. It was eſſential to-preſerve it entirely a Bri- 
tith fiſhery ; and this could be only done by confining, it to Britiſh ſhips, navigated from Great 
Britain, and by preventing any permanent ſettlement from being made on the iſland of New. 
foundland. The obvious conſequence of ſuch a ſettlement would be, as it happened in New 
England, that the colony would take the fiſhery into its own hands, and they would thereby 
be ultimately and perpetually loſt to this country, He ſuggeſted various proviſions to remedy 
this inconvenience, and particularly that the ſtages, curing houſes, &c, on the ifland ſhould 
be no longer the property of thoſe who might have erected them than while they employ them 
in the buſineſs of the fiſhery ; and that, if left, they ſhould become liable to be occupied by 
thoſe who arrived firſt at the time of the enſuing ſeaſon. | 
With reſpect to the Greenland fiſhery, the deſign of Mr. Jenkinſon was to reduce the 
bounty from 40s. which was then given, to 30s. He ſtated, that the ſums which this coun- 
try had paid in bounties for the Greenland fiſhery amounted to 1,265,4611. ; that, in the laſt 
| year, we had paid 94,8581. ;. and that, ſrem the conſequent reduction of the price of the fiſh, 
| the public, at preſent, paid 60 per cent. upon every cargo. In the. Greenland fiſhery there 
were employed 6,000 ſeamen, and theſe ſeamen coſt government 131. ros. per man per annum, 
though we were never able to obtain more than 500 of that number to ſerve on board our ſhips 
of war. Beſides, the vaſt encouragement given to the trade had occaſioned ſuch a glut in the 
market, that it was found neceſſary to export conſiderable quantities; and thus we paid a large 
ſhare of the purchaſe-money for foreign nations, as well as for our own people, beſides 
ſupplying them with the materials of ſeveral important manufactures. This propoſition was 
oppoſed by ſeveral reſpectable members of Parliament, but was finally carried. wm 
The affairs of the Eaſt India Company engroſſed no inconſiderable attention in tlie courſe 72 
of the preſent ſeſſion, and ſeveral bills were paſſed for the further government of the Britilk WA 
territories and regulation of affairs in the Eaſt Indies. = 
A conſiderable portion of the latter part of this ſeſſion was alſo given to the production of 
charges againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. late governor-general of Bengal, and to the hearing of 
his defence, Two of theſe charges were regularly debated ; the one concerning his conduct in 
the Rohilla war, in which he was acquitted of criminality ; and the other reſpecting the depo- 
ſition of the Rajah of Benares, which was declared to contain matter of impeachment againſt 
him. The ſucceeding charges were poſtponed to another ſeſſion. | 
On the 11th of July, his Majeſty put an end to this ſeſhon by a ſpeech from the throne ; 
in which he obſerved, that he could not diſmiſs his Parliament without expreſſing the particu- 
lar ſatisfaction with which he had obſerved their diligent attention to the public buſineſs, and 
the meaſures they had adopted for improving the reſources of the country. After thanking 
the Houſe of Commons for the proviſion they had made for diſcharging the incumbrances of 
the civil liſt, and mentioning the plan for the reduction of the national debt in terms of high 
approbation, he added, that the happy effects of peace had already appeared in the _ 
| 0 
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tend to eee eee, and to give Teh) rr to · the ure, 
and induſtry of his people. | 
On the 7th of May, Wee ae p e whkh had bean: figned the prece- 
ding year by the plenipotentiaries of the King of Pruſſia and the United States of America, at 
che courts of the Hague, London, and Paris, was ratified, in due form, by the American 
Congreſs. | This treaty is to be in fore for ten years from the exchange of ratifications. 

On the 24th of July, a convention was figned at London between his Britannic Majeſty 
and the King of Spain; the object of which is, the ſettlements, I; and trade of the 
Muſquito coaſts, &c. The principal articles are as follow: 

4 Article I. His Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects, and the other coloniſts * have hitherto- 
enjoyed the protection of England, ſhall evacuate the country of the Muſquitos, as well as the 
continent in general, and the iflands adjacent, without exception, ſituated beyond the line 
deſctibed-in the ſecond article, as what ought to be the frontier of the extent of territory: 
granted by his Catholic Majeſty to the Engliſh, for the uſes ſpecified in the third article of the 
preſent convention, and in. addition to the country already granted them in virtue of the ſtipu- 
lations agreed upon by the commiſſioners of the two crowns in 1783. 

II. It is agreed that the Engliſh line, beginning from the ſea, ſhall take the centre of 
the river Sibun or Jabon, and continue up to the ſource of the ſaid river; from thence it ſhall 
croſs, in a ſtraight line, the intermediate land, till it interſects the river Wallis; and by the 
centre of the ſame river the ſaid line ſhall deſcend to the point where it will meet the line al- 
ready ſettled and marked out by the 'commiſſaries of the two crowns in 1783; which limits, 
following the continuation of the ſaid line, ſhall be obſerved as formerly ſtipulated by the de- 
finitive treaty. 

III. Britiſh ſubjects are permitted to cut all other weed, as well as logwood, not ex- 
cepting mahogany ; and to gather and carry away the fruits and produce of the earth in their 

natural and uncultivated ſtate ; ; and alſo to uſe ſaw-mills for cutting or otherwiſe preparing 
the wood, | 

& IV, and V. The Engliſh are permitted to occupy the ſmall iſland known by the names 
of Caſſina, St. George's Key, or Cayo Caſſina, in conſideration of the circumſtance of that 
part of the coaſts oppoſite to the ſaid ifland being looked upon as ſubject to dangerous diſor- 
ders. They are alſo allowed the liberty of refitting their merchant ſhips in the ſouthern tri- 
angle included between the point Cayo Caſſina and the cluſter of ſmall iſlands which are ſitu- 
ated oppoſite to that part of the coaſt occupied by the cutters, at the diſtance of eight leagues. 
from the river Wallis, ſeven from Cayo Caſſina, and three from the river Sibun, a place 
which has been always found to be well adapted to that purpoſe. But no fortifications or 
military works are to be conſtructed i in theſe places, nor any ſhips of war to be ſtationed there. 

„VI. The Engliſh are allowed to fiſh on the coaſt of the country aſſigned to them by the 
laſt treaty of peace, as alſo of that which is added to them by the preſent convention, &c. 

VIII. It is agreed, that, if in caurſe of time, the Engliſh ſhould be in want of dying 
wood or mahogany, with which the Spaniſh poſſeſſions might be provided, the Spaniſh govern- 
ment ſhall make ao difficulty to furniſſi a ſupply to the Engliſh at a fair and reaſonable price. 

The other articles contain ſeveral ſubordinate regulations concerning formalities, &c. be- 
tween the officers and fubjects of the two powers. 
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80 e the 26th of September, che following treaty'of commerce and navigation OP is 
ritannic Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King. was ſigned at Verſailles: The novel 
well as importance of this treaty, and the advantages it eros to the rr of 00 * 
"1 Britain, induces us to inſert it in all its form and extent. 75 | 2 K 
8 of Conne and NAvic' 'A TION "between N draus « Maget and the 2 
- Chriſtian King, ned at WV, er ſailles;" the 56th of September, 1786.3 as publiſhed by aut horit 
„His Britannic Majeſt and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſt " 
jeſty, an tian Majeſty, being equally animated with the 
defire not only of eonſolidating the good Harmony which actually ſubſiſts between them, but 
alfo of extending the happy effects thereof to their reſpective ſubjects, have thought that the 
moſt efficacious means for attaining thoſe objects, conformably to the 18th article of the treaty 
of peace, ſigned the 6th of September, 1783, would be to adopt a ſyſtem of commerce on the 
| baſis of reciprocity and mutual convenience; which, by diſcontinuing the prohibitions and 
prohibitory duties which have exiſted for almoſt a century between the two nations, might 
procure the moſt ſolid advantages, on both fides, to the national productions and induſtry, 
and put an end to contraband trade, no leſs injurious to the public revenue than to that law. 
ful commerce which is alone entitled to protection: for this end, their ſaid Majeſties have 
named for their commiſſaries and plenipotentiaries, to wit, the King of Great Britain, Wil- 
liam Eden, Eſq. privy counſellor in Great Britain and Ireland, member of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, and his envoy extraordinary and miniſter plenipotentiary to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; 
and the Moft Chriſtian King, the Sieur Joſeph Mathias Gerard de Rayneval, knight, coun- 
ſellor of ſtate, knight of the royal order of Charles III.; who, after having exchanged their 
reſpective full powers, have agreed upon the following ares — 
| « Article I, It is agreed and concluded between the Moſt Serene and Moſt "FR King of 
Great Britain, and the Moſt Serene and Moſt Potent the Moſt Chriſtian King, that there ſhall 
be a reciprocal and entirely perfect liberty of navigation and commerce between the ſubjects of 
each party, in all and every the kingdoms, ſtates, provinces, and territories ſubje& to their 
Majeſties in Europe, for all and ſingular kinds of goods, in thoſe places, upon the conditions, 
and in ſuch manner and form as is ſettled and adjuſted in the following articles. 
«« II. For the future ſecurity of commerce and friendſhip between the ſubjects of their ſaid 
Majeſties, and to the end that this good correſpondence may be preſerved from all interruption 
and diſturbance, it 1s concluded and agreed, that if, at any time, there ſhould ariſe any miſ- 
underſtanding, breach of friendſhip, or rupture between the crowns of their Majeſties, which 
God forbid ! (which rupture ſhall not be deemed to exiſt until the recalling or ſending home 
of the reſpective ambaſſadors or miniſters) the ſubjects of each of the two parties reſiding in 
the dominions of the other, ſhall have the privilege of remaining and continuing their trade 
therein, without any manner of diſturbance, ſo long as they behave peaceably, and commit 
| no offence againſt the laws and ordinances ; and in caſe their conduct ſhould render them ſuſ- 
pected, and the reſpective governments ſhould be obliged to order them to remove, the term 
of twelve months ſhall be allowed them for that purpoſe, in order that they may remove, with 
their effects and property, whether entruſted to individuals or to the ſtate. At the ſame time 
it is to be underſtood, that this favour is not to be extended to thoſe who ſhall act contrary 
to the eſtabliſhed laws. 
„III. It is likewiſe agreed and concluded, that the ſubje&s and inhabitants of the hw 
doms, provinces, and dominions of their Majeſties, ſhall exerciſe no acts of hoſtility or vio- 


lence againſt each other, either by ſea or by land, or in rivers, ſtreams, ports, or havens, 
2 | | under 
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wn under any colour or pretence whatſoever; ſo that the ſubjects of eicher party: ſhall; receive no 292 
patent, commiſſion, or inſtrucxion for atming and acting at ſea as privateers, nor letters of 
repriſal, as they are called, from any princes or ſtates, enemies to the other party; nor 
by virtue, or under colour of ſuch patents, commiſſions, or repriſals, ſhall they diſturb, 
infeſt, or any way prejudice or damage the aforeſaid fubjects and inhabitants of the King 
of Great Britain, or of the Moſt Chriſtian King; neither ſhall they arm ſhips in ſuch 
manner as is above ſaid, or go out to ſea therewith. To which end, as often as it is required 
by either party, ſtriẽt and expreſs prohibitions ſhall be renewed and publiſhed in all the terri- 
ritories, countries, and dominions of each party whereſoever, that no one ſhall in any wiſe 
uſe ſuch commiſſions or letters of repriſal, under the ſevereſt puniſhment that can be inflicted 
on the tranſgreſſors, beſides being liable to make full reſtitution and ſatisfaction to thoſe to 
to whom they have done any damage; neither ſhall any letters of repriſal be hereafter granted 
by either of the high contracting parties to the prejudice or detriment of the other, except only 
in ſuch caſe wherein juſtice is denied or delayed; which denial or delay of juſtice ſhall not be 
regarded as verified, unleſs the petitions of the perſon who defires the ſaid letters of repriſal, 
ſhall be communicated to the miniſter reſiding there on the part of the Prince againſt whoſe 
ſubjects they are to be granted; that within the ſpace of four months, or ſooner, if poſſible, 
he may manifeſt the contrary, or procure: the ſatisfad ion which: may be juſtly due. 
7 « IV. The ſubjects and inhabitants of the reſpective dominions of the two Sovereigns 
Ec ſhall have liberty, freely and ſecurely, without licence or paſſport, general or ſpecial, by land 
4 or by ſea, or any other way, to enter into the kingdoms, dominions, - provinces, countries, 
iſlands, cities, villages, towns, walled or unwalled, fortified or unfortified, ports, or terri- 
tories whatſoever, of either Sovereigns, fituated in Europe, and to return from thence, re- 
main there, or to paſs through the ſame, and therein to buy and purchaſe, as they pleaſe, all 
things neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence and uſe, and they ſhall mutually be treated with all kind- 
neſs and favour : Provided, however, that in all theſe matters, they behave and conduct 
themſelves conformably to. the laws and ſtatutes, and live with each other in a friendly and 
peaceable manner, and promote reciprocal concord,. by maintaining a mutual good under- 
ſtanding. | : | | 1 i 
« V. The ſubjects of each of their ſaid Majeſties may have leave and licence to come with 
their ſhips, as alſo with the merchandizes and goods on board the ſame, the trade and impor- 
tation whereof are not prohibited by the laws of either kingdoms, and to enter into the coun- 
tries, dominions, cities, ports, places, and rivers of either party, ſituated in Europe, to refort 
thereto, and to remain and reſide there, without any limitation or time; alſo to hite houſes, 
or to lodge with other perſons, and to buy all- lawful Kinds of merchandizes, where they think 
fit, either from the firſt maker or the ſeller, or in any other manner, whether in the public mar- 
ket for the ſale of merchandizes, or in fairs, or wherever ſuch merchandizes are manufactured 
or ſold, They may likewiſe depoſit and keep in their magazines and warehouſes the merchan- 
dizes brought from other parts, and afterwards expoſe the ſame to ſale, without being in any 
wiſe obliged, unleſs willingly and of their own accord, to bring the ſaid merchandizes to the 
marts and fairs, Neither are they to. be burthened with any impoſitions..or duties on account 
of the ſaid freedom of trade, or for any other cauſe whatſoever, except thoſe which are to be 
paid for their ſhips and merchandizes, conformably to the regulations of the preſent treaty, or 
thoſe to which the ſubjects of the two contracting parties ſhall themſelves be liable. And they 
ſhall have free leave to remove themſelves, as alſo their wiyes, children, and ſervants, together 
| with 
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1786 with their merchandizes, property, goods, or effects, whether bought or imported, Wherever | 
they ſhall think fit, out of either kingdom, by land and by ſea, on the rivers'and freſh waters 
after diſcharging the uſual duties; any law, privilege, grant, immunities, or cuſtoms, to the 
contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In matters of religion, the ſubjects of the two 
crowns ſhall enjoy perfect liberty :—they ſhall not be compelled to attend divine ſervice, 
whether in the churches or elſewhere ; but, on the contrary, they ſhall be permitted, without 
moleſtation, to perform the exerciſes of their religion, privately, in their own houſes, and in 
their own way. Liberty ſhall not be refuſed to bury the ſubjects of either kingdom who die 
in the territories of the other, in convenient places to be appointed for that purpoſe ; nor ſhall 
the funerals or ſepulchres of the deceaſed be in any wiſe diſturbed. . The laws and ſtatutes of 
| each kingdom ſhall remain in full force and vigour, and ſhall be duly put in execution, whe. 
ther they relate to commerce and navigation, or to any other right, thoſe caſes only excepted, 
concerning which it is otherwife determined in the articles of, this preſent treaty. 

« VI. The two high contracting parties have thought proper to ſettle the duties on certain 
goods and merchandizes, in order to fix invariably the footing on which the trade therein ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed between the two nations : in conſequence of which, they have agreed upon the 
following tariff, viz. | | 223 

« 1|, The wines of France, imported directly from France into Great Britain, ſhall, in 
no caſe, pay any higher duties than thoſe which the wines of Portugal now pay. 

© The wines of France, imported directly from France into Ireland, ſhall pay no higher 
duties than thoſe which they now pay. | 

„ ad. The vinegars of France, inſtead of fixty-ſeven pounds five ſhillings and three-pence 
and twelve-twentieths of a penny ſterling, per ton, which they now pay, ſhall not, for the fu- 
ture, pay in Great Britain, any higher duties than thirty-two pounds eighteen ſhillings and 
ten-pence, and ſixteen- twentieths of a penny ſterling per ton. | | 

C gd. The brandies of France, inſtead of nine ſhillings and fix-pence and twelve- twentieths 
of a penny ſterling, ſhall, for the future, pay in Great Britain, only ſeven ſhillings ſterling 
per gallon, making four quarts, Engliſh meaſure. 3 | 

« 4th, Oil of olives, coming directly from France, ſhall, for the future, pay no higher 
duties than are now paid for the ſame from the moſt favoured nations. „ 

„ 5th. Beer ſhall pay reciprocally a duty of thirty per cent. ad valorem. 

c 6th. The duties on hardware, cutlery, cabinet-ware, turnery, and alſo all works, both 
heavy and light, of iron, ſteel, copper, and braſs, ſhall be claſſed ; and the higheſt duty ſhall 
not exceed ten per cent. ad valorem, 

« 7th, All ſorts of cottons manufactured in the dominions of the two ſovereigns in Europe, 
and alſo woollens, whether knit or wove, including hoſiery, ſhall pay, in both countries, an 
import duty of 12 per cent. ad valorem ; all manufactures of cotton or wool, mixed with filk 
excepted, which ſhall remain prohibited on both fides. | ee | 

« 8th. Cambrics and lawns fhall pay, in both countries, an import duty of 5s. or fix livres 
Tournois, per demi piece of 74 yards, Engliſh meaſure ; and linens, made of flax or hemp, 
manufactured in the dominions of the two ſovereigns in Europe, ſhall pay no higher duties, 
either in Great Britain or France, than linens manufactured in Holland or Flanders, import- 
ed into Great Britain, now pay. | | 

«© And linen made of flax or hemp, manufactured in Ireland or France, ſhall reciprocally 


pay no higher duties, than linens manufactured in Holland, imported into W 
ED | « gth, Sadler 
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« gth. Sadlery wal reciprocally pay an import duty of 15 per cent. ad balerem. een 
«© 10th. Gauzes of all ſorts ſhall reciprocally pay 10 per cent. ad valorem. n 5 
„ x1th. Millinery made up of muſlin, lawn, cambric, or gauze of every kind, or of an 
other article admitted under the preſent tariff, ſhall pay reciprocally a duty of 12 per cent. a 
valorem : and if any articles ſhall be uſed therein, which are not ſpecified in the tariff, they . 
ſhall pay no higher duties than thoſe paid for the ſame articles by the moſt fayoured nations. 
_«« 12th, Porcelain, arten ume, _ N ſhall pay en twelve ou cent. ad 
valorem. 
_ «© 19th. Plate-glaſs and glaſs-ware in general ſhall be admitted, on each tage, En duty 
of 12 percent. ad valorem. 
<« His Britannic Majeſty reſerves the right of trait; 'by additional duties on the 
under-mentioned merchandizes, the internal duties actually impoſed upon the manufactures, 
or the import duties which are charged on the raw materials ; namely, on all linens or cottons, 
tained or printed, on beer, glaſs ware, plate glaſs, and iron, 
« And his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty alſo reſerves the right of doing the ſame, with regard to 
the following merchandizes ; namely, cottons, iron, and beer. 
And for the better ſecuring the due collection of the duties payable ad valorem, which are 
ſpecified in the above tariff, the ſaid contracting parties will concert with each other as well 
the form of the declarations to be made, as alſo the proper means of preventing fraud with 
reſpect to the real value of the ſaid goods and merchandizes. 
« But if it ſhall hereafter appear that any miſtakes have inadvertently been made in + the | 
above tariff, contrary to the principles, on which it is founded, the two ſovereigns will con- 
cert with good faith upon the means of rectifying them. ont 
„ VII. The duties above ſpecified are not to be altered but by mutual confent; and the 
merchandizes not above ſpecified fhall pay, in the dominions of the two ſovereigns, the im- 
port and export duties payable in each of the ſaid dominions by the moſt favoured European 
nations, at the time the preſent treaty bears date; and the ſhips belonging to the ſubjeRs of 
the ſaid dominions ſhallalſo reſpectively enjoy therein all the privileges and advantages which 
are granted to thoſe of the moſt favoured European nations. 
And it being the intention of the two high contracting parties, that their reſpective ſuh- 
jets ſhould be in the dominions of each other, upon a footing as advantageous as thoſe of 
other European nations, they agree that, in cafe they ſhall hereafter grant any additional ad- 
vantages in navigation or trade to any other European nation, they will reciprocally: allow | 
their ſaid ſubjeRs to participate therein; without prejudice, however, to the advantages which 
they reſerve, viz. France in favour of Spain, in conſequence of the 24th article of the family 
compact, figned the 10th of May, 1761, and England according to what ſhe has practiſed in 
conformity to, and in conſequence of the convention of 1703, between England and Portugal. 
And to the end that every perſon may know, with certainty, the ſtate of the aforeſaid 
impoſts, cuſtoms, import and export duties, whatever they may be, it is agreed that tariffs, 
indicating the impoſts, cuſtoms, and eſtabliſhed duties, ſhall be affixed in public places, as 
well in Rouen and the other trading cities of France, as in London and the other trading 
citics under the dominion of the King of Great Britain, that recourſe may be had to them 
whenever any difference ſhall ariſe concerning ſuch impoſts, cuſtoms, and duties, which ſhall 
not be levied, otherwiſe than in conformity to what is clearly expreſſed in the ſaid tariffs, and 
according to their natural conſtruction: and if any officer, or other perſon in his name, ſhall, 
Vol. IV. | * : under 
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place where the crime was committed, ſhall give full ſatisfactio 


impoſt, ſearch, or compenſation, although it be under the name of 
other pretence, more or otherwiſe than what is above preſcribed; in ſuch caſe: 
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chant, or of any other perſon, any ſum of money, or any thing elſe, on account of duties 
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a free giſt, or under any 
the ſaid officer, 
nt judge, in the 
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„VIII. No merchandizes exported from the countries reſpectively under the dominion of 
their Majeſties, ſhall hereafter be ſubject tobe inſpected or confiſcated, under any pretence of 
fraud or defect in making or working them, or of any other imperfection whatſoever; but ab- 
ſolute freedom ſhall be allowed to the buyer and ſeller to bargain and fix the price for-the ſame 
as they ſhall fee good; any law, ſtatute, edict, proclamation, privilege, grant, 
the contrary notwithſtanding. | Gen ny 

«© IX, Whereas ſeveral kinds of merchandizes, which are uſually contained in caſks, cheſts, 
or other -caſes, and for which the duties are paid by weight, will be exported from and im- 
ported into France by Britiſh ſubjects; it is agreed that, in ſuch caſe, the aforeſaid daties ſhall 
be demanded only according to the real weight of the merchandizes; and the weight of the 
caſks, cheſts, and other caſes whatever, ſhall be deducted, in the ſame manner as has been, 


or his deputy, if he be accuſed and convicted of the ſame before a compete 


or cuſtom to 


and is now practiſed in England. * 


* X. It is further agreed, that if any miſtake or error ſhall be committed by any maſter of 
a ſhip, his interpreter or factor, or by others employed by him, in making the entry or decla- 
ration of her cargo, neither the ſhip nor the cargo ſhall be fubje& for ſuch defect, to confiſ- 
cation; but, it ſhall be lawful for the proprietors to take back again ſuch goods as were omitted 


in the entry or declaration of the maſter” of the ſhip, paying only the accuſtomed Cuties ac- 


cording to the placart, provided always that there be no manifeſt appearance of fraud. Neither 
hall the merchants, or the maſters of ſhips, or the merchandize, be ſubje& to any penalty by 
reaſon of ſuch omiſhon, in caſe the goods omitted in the declaration ſhall not have been landed 
before the declaration has been made. : | 

«© KI. In caſe either of the two high contracting parties ſhall think proper to eſtabliſh pro- 


hibitions, or to augment. the import duties upon any goods or merchandize of the growth or 


manufacture of the other, which are not ſpecified in the tariff, ſuch prohibitions or augmen- 


tations ſhall be general, and ſhall comprehend the like goods and merchandizes of the other 
moſt favoured European nations, as well as thoſe of either ſtate; and in caſe either of the two 
contracting parties ſhall revoke the prohibitions, or diminiſh the duties, in favour of any other 
European nation, upon any goods or merchandize of its growth or manufacture, whether on 
importation or exportation, ſuch revocations or diminutions ſhall be extended to the ſubjects of 
the other party, on condition that the latter ſhall grant to the ſubjects of the former the im- 
portation and exportation of the like goods and merchandizes under the ſame duties ; the caſes 
reſerved in the jth article of the preſent treaty always excepted, ; 


« XII. And foraſmuch as a certain uſage, not authorized by any law, has formerly obtain- 
ed in divers parts of Great Britain and France, by which French ſubjects have paid in Eng- 
land a kind of capitation tax, called in the language of that country head-money ; and Eng- 
liſh ſubjects a like duty in France, called Argent du Chef; it is agreed, that the ſaid impoſt 
ſhall not be demanded for the future, on either fide, neither under the antient name, nor 
underany other name whatſoever. | 


XIII. If 
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% XIII. If either of the high contracting parties has granted, or ſhall grant, any bounties | 


for encouraging the exportation of any articles, being of the growth, produce, or manufacture 


| of his dominions, the other party ſhall be allowed to add to the duties already impoſed, by 


virtue of the preſent treaty, on the ſaid goods and merchandizes, imported into his dominions, 


ſuch an import. duty as ſhall be equivalent to the ſaid bounty. But this ſtipulation is noggto 


extend to the caſes of reſtitutions of duties and impoſts, 9 W which are allowed 


upon exportation. 8 5 


« XIV. The advantages granted by the preſent treaty to the ſubjeQs of his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty ſhall take effect, as far as relates to the kingdom®of Great Britain, as ſoon as laws ſhall - 
be paſſed there, 2 ſecuring to the ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the reciprocal en- 
joyment of the advantages which are granted to them by the preſent treaty. * 

«© And the advantages granted by all theſe articles, except the tariff, ſhall take effect, with 
regard to the kingdom of Ireland, as ſoon as laws ſhall be paſſed there, for ſecuring to the ſub- 
jets of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the reciprocal enjoyment of the advantages which are 
granted to them by this treaty ; and, in like manner, the advantages granted by the tariff ſhall 
take effect, in what relates to the faid kingdom, as ſoon as laws ſhall be paſſed there for giving 
effect to the ſaid tariff. 

« XV. It is agreed, that ſhips belonging to his Britannic Majeſty's ſubjects, arriving in 
the dominions of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty from the ports of Great Britain or Ireland, or 
from any other foreign port, ſhall not pay freight duty, or any other like duty. In the ſame 
manner, French ſhips ſhall be exempted, in the dominions of his Britannic Majeſty, from the 
duty of 58. and from every other ſimilar duty or charge, 

« XVI. It ſhall not be lawful for any foreign privateers, not being ſubjects of either 
crown, who have commiſſions from any other Prince or State, in enmity with either nation, 
to arm their ſhips in the ports of either of the ſaid two kingdoms, to fell what they have taken, 
or in any other manner whatever to exchange the ſame; neither ſhall they be allowed even to 
purchaſe victuals, except ſuch as ſhall be. neceſſary for their going to the neareſt port of that , 
Prince from whom they have obtained commiſſions. 

„XVII. When any diſpute ſhall ariſe between any commander of a ſhip and his ſeamen, 
in the ports of either kingdom, concerning wages due to the ſaid ſeamen, or other civil cauſes 
whatever, the magiſtrate of the place ſhall require no more from the perſon accuſed, than that 
he give to the accuſer a declaration in writing, witneſſed by the magiſtrate, whereby he ſhall 
be bound to anſwer that matter before a competent judge in his own country ; which being 
done, it ſhall not be lawful either for the ſeamen to deſert their ſhip, or to hinder the com- 


mander from proſecuting his voyage. It ſhall moreover be lawful for the merchants in the 


places of their abode, or elſewhere, to keep books of their accounts and affairs, as they ſhall 


think fit, and to have an intercourſe of letters, inaſuch language or idiom as they ſhall chuſe, 


without any moleſtation or ſearch whatſoever. But if it ſhould happen to be neceſſary for 
them to produce their books of accounts for deciding any diſpute or controverſy, in ſuch cafe, 
they ſhall be obliged to bring into court the entire books or writings, but ſo as the judge may 
not have liberty to take cognizance of any other articles in the ſaid books, than ſuch as ſhall 
relate to the affair in queſtion, or ſuch as ſhall be neceſſary to give credit to the ſaid books; 


neither ſhall it be lawful, under any pretence, to take the ſaid books or writings forcibly out 


of the hands of the owners, or to retain them, the caſe of bankruptcy only excepted. Nor 
ſhall the ſubje&s of _- King of Great Britain be obliged to write their accounts, letters, or 
412 | . other 
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3786 other inſtruments relating to trade, on ſtamped paper, except their day- book; whi 


| trading 1 in F rance are to pla 6s to be N and denen 2 b 
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AN HISTORICAL AND "CHRONOLOGICAL! "DEDVCTIon 


ich, thavie 
the laws which all perſons 


a 2 Judge; under his own 


46 XVIII. It is gurther 5856 and conctudild; 4 all eee of ſhi s, and 
others, the ſubjects of the King of Great Britain, in all the dominions of his mafia 
Majeſty in Europe, ſhall have full liberty to manage their own affairs themſelves, or to 3 
mit them to the management of whomſbever they pleaſe ; nor ſhall they be obliged to emplo 
any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any ſalary, unleſs they ſhalt chuſe tg employ them. 


may be produced as evidence in any law- ſuit, ought, according to 


hand. 


Moreover, maſters of ſhips ſhalt not be obliged, in loading or unloading cheir fhips, to "Ma 


uſe of thoſe perſons who may be appointed by public authority for that purpoſe, either a 
Bourdeaux or elſewhere ; but it ſhall be entirely free for them to load or unload their ſhips by 


themſelves, or to make uſe of ſuch perſons in loading or unloading the ſame, as they ſhall 


- think fit, without the payment of any reward to any other whomſoever; neither ſhall they be 


forced to unload into other ſhips, or to receive into their own,. any merchandize whatever, or 
to wait for their lading any longer than they pleaſe. _ And all the ſubjects of the Moſt Chriſtian 


King ſhall reciprocally have and enjoy the ſame privileges and liberties, in all the dominions 


of his Britannic Majeſty in Europe. 

XIX. The ſhips of either party being laden, ſailing a dete of the ather,andbeing 
forced by ſtorm into the havens or ports, or making land there in any other manner whatever, 
fhall not be obliged to unlade their goods, or any part thereof, or to pay any duty, unleſs they, 
of their own accord, unlade their goods there, and ſell ſome part thereof.. But it ſhall be lawful, 
permiſſion having been firſt obtained from thoſe who have the direction of maritime affairs, to 
unlade and ſell a ſmall part of their cargo, merely for the end of purchaſing neceſſaries, either 
for victualling or refitting the ſhip; ; and in that caſe the whole lading ſhall not be ſubje& to 


pay the duties, but that ſmall part only which ſhall have been taken out and ſold. 


© XX, It ſhall be lawful for all the ſubjects of the King of Great Britain, and of the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, to ſail with their ſhips, with perfect ſecurity and liberty, no diſtinction being 
made who are the proprietors of the merchandizes laden thereon, from any port whatever, to- 
the countries which are now, or ſhall be hereafter at war with the King of Great Britain, or 
the Moſt Chriſtian. King. It ſhall likewiſe be lawful for the aforeſaid ſubjects to fail and 
traffic with their ſhips and merchandizes, with the ſame liberty and ſecurity, from the coun- 


tries, ports and places of thoſe who are enemies of both, or of either party, without any op- 


poſition or diſturbance whatſoever, and to paſs directly not only from the places of the enemy 
aforementioned to neutral places, but alſo from one place belonging to an enemy, to another 
place belonging to an enemy, whether they be under the juriſdiction of the ſame, or of ſeveral 


Princes: and as it has been ſtipulated concerning ſhips and goods, that every thing ſhall be 
" deemed to be free, which ſhall be found on board the ſhips belonging to the ſubjects of the re- 


for the purpoſe of being employed in a military capacity, in their fleets or armies. 


ſpective kingdoms, although the whole lading, or part thereof, ſhould belong to the enemies 
of their Majeſties, contraband goods being always excepted, on the ſtopping of which, ſuch 
proceedings ſhall be had as are conformable to the ſpirit of the following articles; it1s likewiſe 
agreed, that the fame liberty be extended to perſons who are on board a free ſhip, to the end 
that, although they be enemies to both,. or to either party, they may not be taken out of ſuch 
free ſhips, unleſs they are ſoldiers, actually in the ſervice of the enemies, and on their voyag 
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0 THE-ORKIGIN or COMMERCE SO. 


6 xxl. This liberty of navigation and commerce ſhall extend to all kinds of W 
excepting thoſe only. which are ſpecified in the following article, and which are deſcribed 


under the name of contraband. 
„% XXII. Under this name of chatrabend, or vrohibited ks ſhall be 8 


arms, cannon, harquebuſſes, mortars, petards, bombs, grenades, ſauciſſes, carcaſſes, carriages 


for cannon, muſket reſts, bandbleers, gunpowder, match, faltpetre, ball, pikes, ſwords, head- 


pieces, helmets, cuiraſſes, halberts, javelins, holſters, belts, horſes and harneſs, and all other - 
| like kinds of arms and warlike implements fit far the uſe of troops. | 

«© XXIII. Theſe merchandizes which follow ſhall not be reckoned among contraband ; 
goods, that is to ſay, all ſorts of cloth, and all other manufactures of wool, flax, filk, cotton, 


or any other materials, all kinds of wearing apparel, together with the articles of which they 
are uſually made, gold, filver, coined or uncoined, tin, iron, lead, copper, braſs coals, as 

alſo wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn and pulſe, tobacco, and all kinds of ſpices, 
ſalted and ſmoaked fleſh, ſalted fiſh, cheeſe and butter, beer, oil, wines, ſugar, all ſorts of 
ſalt, and of proviſions which ſerve for ſuſtenance and foed to mankind ; all kinds of cotton, 
cordage, cables, fails, ſail-cloth, hemp, tallow, pitch, tar and rofin, anchors, and any parts 
of anchors, ſhip-maſts, planks, timber of all kinds of trees, and all other things proper either 
for building or repairing ſhips. Nor ſhall any other goods whatever, which have not been 
worked into the form of any inſtrument or furniture for warlike uſe, by land or by ſea, be re- 


puted contraband, much leſs. fuch as have been already wrought and made up for any other 


purpoſe. All which things ſhall. be deemed. goods not contraband, as likewiſe all others which 
are not comprebended and particularly deſcribed in the preceding article; ſo that they may be 


freely carried by the ſubjects of both kingdoms, even to places belonging to an enemy, except 


ing only ſuch places as are beſieged, blocked up, or inveſted. _ 

«© XXIV. To the end that all manner of diſſentions and quarrels may be avoided and pre- 
vented on both ſides, it is-agreed, that in caſe either of their Majeſties ſhould be engaged in 
war, the ſhips and veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of the other ſhall be furniſhed with ſea- 
letters or paſſports, expreſſing the name, property and bulk of the ſhip, as alſo the name and 
place of abode of the maſter or commander of the ſaid ſhip, that it may appear thereby, that the 
ſhip really and truly belongs to the ſubjects of one of the Princes; which paſſports ſhall be 
made out and granted, according to the form annexed to the preſent treaty : they ſhall likewiſe 
be renewed every year, if the ſhip happens to return home within the ſpace of a year. It is 
alſo agreed, that ſuch ſhips when. laden are to be provided not only with paſſports as above- 
mentioned, but alſo with certificates containing the ſeveral particulars of the cargo, the place 


from whence the ſhip ſailed, and whither ſhe is bound, ſo that it may be known whether ſhe | 


carries any of the prohibited or contraband goods ſpecified in the 22d article of this treaty ; 


which certificates ſhall be prepared by the officers, of the place from whence the ſhip ſet ſail, in 


the accuſtomed form, And if any one ſhall idk fit to expreſs in the ſaid certificates the per- 


| ſon to whom the goods belong, he may freely do ſo. Fg 


« XXV. The ſhips belonging to the ſubjects and inhabitants. of - the reſpective kingdoms, 
coming to any of the coaſts of either of them, but without being willing to enter into port, or 
being entered, yet not willing, to land their cargoes, or break bulk, ſhall not be obliged to 
give an account of their lading, unleſs they are ſuſpeQed, upon ſure evidence, of carrying. 
prohibited: goods, called contraband, to the enemies of either of the two hieß contracting 
parties. 
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© dominions of their Moft Serene Majeſties, either on the'eoaft, 
with any men of war belonging to their Moft Serene Majeſti 


= 
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— 
AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL 51 vert on 
„ XXVI. In caſe the ſhips belonging to the laid fubjects and inhabitatits of exe reſpeAlive 
or on the high ſeas, ſhall meet 


| f v ; to the e mes, or with privateers, the ſaid 
men of war and privateers, for preventing any inconvenienggs, are to remain out of cannon 


mot, and to ſend their boats to the merchant ſhip which may be met with, and ſhall enter her 


to the number of two or three men only, to whom the Maſter or commander of ſuch ſh 


veſſel ſhall ſhew his paſſport, containing the proof of the property of the ſhip, 'made * oy 


moleſt or ſearch her, or to chace or compel her to alter her courſe. 


cording to the form annexed to this preſet treaty; and the ſhip which ſhall have exhibited the 
ſame, ſhall have liberty to continue her voyage, and it ſhall be wholly unlawful any way to 

„XXVII. The merchant ſhips belonging to the ſubjects of either of the two high con- 
tracting parties, which intend to go to a port at enmity with the other ſovereign, concerning 
whoſe voyage and the ſort of goods on board there may be juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, ſhall be 
obliged to exhibit, as well on the high ſeas as in the ports and havens, not only her paſſports, 
but alſo her certificates, expreſſing that the goods are not of the Kind which are contraband, as 
ſpecified in the 22d article of this treaty. os 

« XXVIII. If, on exhibiting the above-mentioned certificates, containing a liſt of the 
cargo, the other party ſhall diſcover any goods of that kind which are declared contraband, or 


prohibited, by the 22d article of this treaty, and which are deſigned for a port ſubject to his enemy, 


it ſhall be unlawful to break up or open the hatches, cheſts, caſks, bales, or other veſſels faund 
on board ſuch ſhip, or to remove even the ſmalleſt parcel of the goods, whether the ſaid ſhip 
belongs to the ſubjeQs of the King of Great Britain, or of the Moſt Chriſtian King, unleſs the 
lading be brought on ſhore, in the preſence of the officers of the court of Admiralty, and an 
inventory made by them of the ſaid goods: nor ſhall it be lawful to fell, exchange, or alienate 
the ſame in any manner, unleſs after due and lawful proceſs ſhall have been had againſt ſuch 


prohibited goods, and the judges of the Admiralty reſpectively ſhall, by ſentence pronounced, 


have confiſcated the ſame, ſaving always as well the ſhip itſelf, as the other goods found there- 
in, which by this treaty are to be accounted free ; neither may they be detained on pretence of 
their being mixed with prohibited goods, much leſs ſhall they be confiſcated as lawful prize: 
and if, when only part of the cargo ſhall confiſt of contraband goods, the maſter of the ſhip 
ſh#1 agree, conſent, and offer to deliver them to the captor who has diſcovered them, in ſuch 
caſe, the captor having received ſuch goods, as lawful prize, ſhall forthwith releaſe the ſhip, 
and not hinder her, by any means; from proſecuting her voyage to the place of her deſtination. 

« XXIX. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever ſhall be found to be laden by the ſub- 
je&s and inhabitants of either party, on any ſhip belonging to the enemies of the other, al- 


| though it be not contraband goods, ſhall be confiſcated in the ſame manner as if it belonged to 


the enemy himſelf; except thoſe goods and merchandizes which were put on board ſuch ſhip 


-before the declaration of war, or the general order for repriſals, or even after ſuch declaration, 


if it were done within the times following ; that is to ſay, if they were put on board ſuch ſhip 
in any port or place within the ſpace of two months after ſuch declaration, or order for re- 
priſals, between Archangel, St. Peterſburg, and the Scilly iſlands, and between the ſaid iſlands 
and the city of Gibraltar; of ten weeks in the Mediterranean Sea; and of eight months in any 


other country or place in the world; ſo that the goods of the ſubjects of either Prince, whe- 


ther they be contraband or otherwiſe, which, as aforeſaid, were put on board any ſhip belong- 


ing to an enemy before the war, or after the declaration of the ſame, within the time and limits 
above- 


J 
| 1 — ; . jon 
; a r nen ͤ  ofy 
10 above-mentioned, ſhall no wiſe be liable to confiſcation, but ſhall well and truly be reſtored, 7 | f = 
without delay, to the proprietors demanding the ſame : provided nevertheleſs that, if the ſaid + * 9 
merchandizes be contraband, it ſhall not be any ways lawful to carry them rwe to the | 
ports belonging to the enemy. a 
« XXX. And that m abundant c care may be taken for the ſeeurity of the reſpective ſub- 
jeects of their Moſt Serene Majeſties, to prevent their ſuffering any injury by the men of war 
or privateers of either party, all the commanders of the ſhips of the King of Great Britain, and 
ok the Moſt Chriſtian King, and all their ſubjeQs, ſhall be ſorbid doing any damage to thoſe 
of the other party, or committing any outrage againſt them; and if they act to the contrary 
they ſhall be puniſhed, and ſhall moreover be bound, in their perſons and eſtates, to make ſa- 
tisfaction and reparation: for all damages, and the intereſt thereof, of what nature ſoever. | 
. 6 XXX1I, For this cauſe, all commanders of privateers, before they receive their patents or 
ſpecial commiſſions, ſhall hereafter be obliged to give, before a competent judge, ſufficient 
ſecurity by good bail, who are reſponſible men, and have no intereſt in the ſdid ſhip, each of 
whom ſhall be bound in the whole for the ſum of thirty-ſix thouſand livres tournois, or 
fifteen hundred pounds ſterling; or if ſuch ſhip be provided with above one hundred and 
F | fifty ſeamen or ſoldiers, for the ſum of ſeventy-two thouſand livres tournois, or three thou- 
. ſand pounds ſterling, that they will make entire ſatisfaction for all damages and injuries 
. | whatſoever, which they, or their officers, or others in their ſervice, may commit during their 
* cruize, contrary to the tenor of this preſent treaty, or the edicts made in conſequence thereof 
by their Moſt Serene Majeſties, under penalty likewiſe of having their m—— and etal com- 
miſſions revoked and annulled. 

«© XXXII. Their ſaid Majefties being willing mutually to treat in theit dominions the ſub- 
jects of each other as favourably as if they were their own ſubjects, will give ſuch orders as 
ſhall be neceſſary and effectual, that the judgments and decrees concerning prizes in the court 

of Admiralty be given conformably to the rules of juſtice and equity, and to the ſtipulations 
of this treaty, by judges who are above all ſuſpicion, and who have no manner of intereſt in 
the cauſe in diſpute. 

« XXX1III. And when the quality of the ſhip, . PRE maſter, ſhall ſufficiently appear, 
from ſuch paſſports and certificates, it ſhall not be lawful for the commanders of men of war 
to exact any further proof under any pretext whatſoever, But if any merchant ſhip ſhall not 
be provided with ſuch paſſports or certificates, then it may be examined by a-proper judge, but 
in ſuch manner as, if it ſhall be found, from other proofs and documents, that it truly belongs 
to the ſubjects of one of the ſovereigns, and does not contain any contraband goods, deſigned 
to be carried to the enemy of the other, it ſhall not be liable to confiſcation, but ſhall be re- 
leaſed, together with its cargo, in order to proceed on its voyage. | 

If the maſter of the ſhip named in the paſſports ſhould happen to dic, or be removed by 
any other cauſe, and another put in his place, the ſhips and goods laden thereon ſhall never- 
theleſs be equally ſecure, and the paſſports ſhall remain in full force, 

„ XXXLV, It is further provided and agreed, that the ſhips of either of the two nations, 
retaken by the privateers of the other, ſhall be reſtored to the tormer owner, if they have not 

been in the power of the enemy for four and twenty hours, ſubject to the payment, by. the 
ſaid owner, of one-third of the value of the ſhip retaken, and of its cargo, guns and apparel; 
which third part hal be amicably adjuſted by the parties concerned ; but if not, and in caſe 


they 
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1786 they ſhould difagree, they ſhall make application to the officers of the Admiralty of the pf | | 
where the privateer which retook the captured veſſel ſhall havetarried her, - ua ; 
<< If the ſhip retaken has been in the power of the cm above four and twenty bours, ſhe 
ſhall wholly belong to the privateer which retook her, Fo {ir Stour; 
e In caſe of a ſhip being retaken by any man of war beloRing to his Britannic Maieſt 
to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, it ſhall be reſtored to the former owner, on 3 * 
thirtieth part of the value of ſuch ſhip, and of its cargo, guns, and apparel, if it was retaken 
4s | within the four and twenty hours, and the teath part if it was retaken after the four and twenty 
5 | hours; which ſums ſhall be diſtributed, as a reward, amongſt the crews of the ſhips which 
l ſhall have retaken ſuch prize. The valuation öf the thirtieth and tenth parts above-mention- 
ed ſhall be ſettled conformably to the regulations in the beginning of this article. 

«© XX V®  Whenſoever the ambaſſadors of either of their ſaid Majeſties, or other their mi- 
niſters having a public character, and reſiding at the court of the other Prince, ſhall complain 
of the injuſtice of the ſentences which have been given, their Majeſties ſhall reſpectively cauſe 
the ſame to be reviſed and re-examined in their councils, unleſs their councils ſhould already 

have decided thereupon, that it may appear, with certainty, whether the directions and pro- 
viſions preſcribed in this treaty, have been followed and obſerved. Their Majeſties ſhall like. 
| wiſe take care that this matter be effectually provided for, and that juſtice be done to every 
complainant within the ſpace of three months. However, before or after judgment given, and 
pending the reviſion thereof, it ſhall not be lawful to ſell the goods in diſpute, or to unlade 
them, unleſs with the conſent of the perſons concerned, for preventing any kind of loſs; and 
laws ſhall be enacted on both ſides for the execution of the preſent article. 

« XXXVI1, If any differences ſhall ariſe reſpecting the legality of prizes, ſo that a judicial 

decifion ſhould become neceſſary, the judge ſhall direct the effects to be unladen, an inventory 
and appraiſement to be made thereof, and ſecurity to be required reſpectively from the captor 
for paying the coſts, in caſe the ſhip ſhould not be declared lawful prize; and from the claimant 
b for paying the value of the prize, in. caſe it ſhould be declared lawful; which ſecurities being 
given by both parties, the prize ſhall be delivered up to the claimant. But if the claimant 
ſhould refuſe to give ſufficient ſecurity, the judge ſhall direct the prize to be delivered to the 
captor, after having received from .him good and ſufficient fecurity for paying the full value of 
the ſaid prize, in caſe it ſhould be adjudged illegal. Nor ſhall the execution of the ſentence of 
the judge be ſuſpended by reaſon of any appeal, when the party againſt whom ſuch appeal ſhall 
be brought, whether claimant or captor, ſhall have given ſufficient ſecurity for reſtoring the 
ſhip or eſſects, or the value of ſuch ſhip.or effects, to the appellant, in cafe judgment ſhould 
be given in bis favour. h BT | . 

« XXXVII. In caſe any ſhips of war or merchantmen, forced by ſtorms or other acci- 
dents, be driven on rocks or ſhelves, on the:coaſts of either of the high contracting parties, 
and ſhould there be daſhed to pieces and ſhipwrecked ; all ſuch parts of the ſaid ſhips, or of the 
furniture or apparel thereof, as alſo of the goods and merchandizes as ſhall be ſaved, or the 
produce thereof, ſhall be faithfully reſtored, upon the ſame being claimed by the proprictors, 
ar their factors, duly authoriſed, paying only the expences incurred in the preſervation there- 
of, according to the rate of ſalvage ſettled on both fides ; ſaving at the ſame time the rights and 
cuſtoms of each nation, the abolition or modification of which ſhall however be treated upon, 
in the caſes where they ſhall be contrary to the ſtipulations of the preſent article; and their 

| Majeſties 
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human as to take advantage of any ſuch misfortune,” may be ſeverely puniſhed. . 


«© XXXVIIL. It ſhall be free for the ſubjects of each party to employ ſuch advocates, at- 
tornies, notaries, ſolicitorg and factors as they ſhall think fit; to which end the ſaid advocates 


and others above mention, ſhall be appointed by the- er judges, if it be enn and 
the judges be thereunto required, 


XXXIX. And for the greater ſecurity and liberty of commerce 155 navigation, it is fur- 


ther agreed, that both the King of Great Britain, and the Moſt Chriſtian King, ſhall not only 


refuſe to receive any pirates or ſea- rovers whatſoever into any of their havens, ports, cities, or 
towns, or permit any of their ſubjects, citizens, or inhabitants, on either part, to receive or 
protect them in their ports, to harbour them in their houſes, or to aſſiſt them in any, manner 


whatſoever; but further they ſhall cauſe all ſuch pirates and ſea- rovers, and all perſons Who 


ſhall receive, conceal, or aſſiſt them, to be brought to condign puniſhment, for a terror and 
example to others. And all their ſhips, with the goods or merchandizes taken by them, and 
brought into the ports of either kingdom, ſhall be ſeized as far as they can be diſcovered, and 
ſhall be reſtored to the owners, or their factors duly authorized or deputed by them in writing, 
proper evidence being firſt given in the court of Admiralty, for proving the property, even in 
caſe ſuch effeQs ſhould have paſſed into other hands by ſale, if it be proved that the buyers 
knew, or might have known, that they had been piratically taken. And generally all ſhips 


and merchandizes, of what nature ſoeyer, which may be taken on the high ſeas, ſhall be 


brought into ſome port of either kingdom, and delivered into the cuſtody of the officers of that 
port, that they may be reſtored entire to the true proprietor, as ſoon as due and ſufficient proof 
ſhall have been made concerning the property thereof. 

« XL. It ſhall be lawful, as well for the ſhips of war of their Majeſties, as for privateers 
belonging to their ſubjects, to carry whitherſoever they pleaſe, the ſhips and goods taken from 
their enemies, without being obliged to pay any fee to the officers of the Admiralty, or to any 
judges whatever; nor ſhall the ſaid prizes, when they arrive at and enter the ports of their ſaid 
Majeſties, be detained or ſeized ; neither ſhall the ſearchers, or other officers of thoſe places, 
viſit or take cognizance of the validity of ſuch prizes; but they ſhall be at liberty to hoiſt ſail 
at any time, to depart, and to carry their prizes to the place mentioned in the commiſſions or 
patents, which the commanders of ſuch ſhips of war ſhall be obliged to ſhew : on the contrary, 
no ſhelter or refuge ſhall be given in their ports to ſuch as have made a prize upon the ſubjects 
of either of their Majeſties; but if forced by ſtreſs of weather, or the dangers of the ſea, to 
enter therein, particular care ſhall be taken to haſten their departure, and to cauſe them to 
retire from thence as ſoon as poſſible, as far as it is not repugnant to former treaties made in 
this reſpe& with other ſovereigns or ſtates. | 


_ 


© XL1, Neither of their Majeſties ſhall permit the ſhips of goods belonging to the ſubjects 


of the other to be taken within cannon ſhot of the coaſt, or in the ports or rivers of their do- 


minions, by ſhips of war, or others having commiſſion from any prince, republic, or city 


whatſoever : but in caſe it ſhould ſo happen, both parties ſhall employ their united force to 
obtain reparation of the damage thereby occaſioned. 

© XL. But if it ſhall appear that the captor made uſe of any kind of torture upon the 
maſter of the ſhip, the crew, or others who ſhall be on board any ſhip belonging to the ſub- 
jets of the other party, in ſuch caſe, not only the ſhip itſelf, together with the perſons, mer- 
chandizes, and goods whatſoever, ſhall be forthwith releaſed, without any delay, and ſet en- 


tirely free, but alſo ſuch as ſhall be convicted of ſo enormous a crime, together with their ac- | 


Vor. IV, 4 K complices, 
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1786 complices, ſhall ſuffer the moſt ſevere puniſhment ſuitable to their offences' de . . 
Great Britain and the Moſt Chriſtian King mutually engage ſhall: be $: this the King of 


„ 


| reſpect of perſons whatſoe ver. ek | ouferved, without any 
XLII. Their Majeſties, ſhall reſpeRively be at liberty, for the ITED 
trading to the Kingdoms and-dominions of either of them, to'appoint therein eee ae 
who ſhall enjoy the right, immunity, and liberty belonging to them, by reaſon of 2 4 uls, 
and their fanQions; and places ſhall hereafter be agreed upon where the ſaid conſuls 8 

-. eſtabliſhed, as well as the nature and extent of their functions. | x 


g x f We The convention relative to- 
this point ſhall be concluded immediately after the ſignature of the preſent treaty, of which! 
| ſhall be deemed to conſtitute a part. | | 5 


« XLIV. It is alſo agreed, that in whatever relates to the lading and unladin 
the ſafety of merchandize, goods, and effects, the ſueceſſion to perſonal eſtates, as well a: the 
protection of individuals, and the perſonal liberty, as alſo the adminiſtration of juſtice, the 
ſubjects of the two high contracting parties ſhall enjoy in their reſpective dominions, the * 
privileges, liberties, and rights, as the moſt favoured nation. | 

« XLV, If hereafter it ſhall happen, through inadvertency or otherwiſe, that any inſrac- 
tions or contraventions of the preſent treaty ſhould be committed on either fide, the friendſh; 
and good underſtanding ſhall not immediately thereupon be interrupted ; but this treaty ſhall 
ſubſiſt in all its force, and proper remedies ſhall be procured for removing the inconveniences, 
as likewiſe for the reparation of the contraventions; and if the ſubjects of either kingdom ſhall 
be found guilty thereof, they only ſhall be puniſhed and ſeverely chaſtiſed, 

« XLVI. His Britannic Majeſty and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty have reſerved the right of 
reviſing and re-examining the ſeveral ſtipulations of this treaty, after the term of twelve years, 
to be computed from the day of paſling laws for its execution in Great Britain and Ireland re- 
ſpectively, to propoſe and make ſuch alterations as the times and circumſtances may have ren- 

dered proper or neceſſary for the commercial intereſts of their reſpective ſubjects: and this re- 

viſion is to be compleated in the ſpace of twelve months; after which term the preſent treaty 
{ſhall be of no effect, but in that event, the good harmony and friendly correſpondence between 
the two nations ſhall not ſuffer the leaſt diminution. | | | 

« XLVII. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified and confirmed by his Britannic Majeſty, and 
by his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, in two months, or ſooner if it can be done, after the exchange 
of ſignatures between the plenipotentiaries, 1 5 ä 

„In witneſs whereof, we, the under - ſigned commiſſioners and plenipotentiaries of the K ing 
of Great Britain and the Moſt Chriſtian King, have ſigned the preſent treaty with our hands, 
and have ſet thereto the ſeals of our arms. | 

« Done at Verſailles the 26th of September, 1786. | 

| | 5 WILLIAM EDEN, (L. S.) 
© GERARD DE RAYNEVAL, (L. S.)“ 
Form of the PASSPORTS and SEA-LETTERS Which are to be granted by the reſpective Admiral- 
ties of the Dominions of the 1wo High Contracting Parties to the Ships and Veſjils ſailing from 
' thence, purſuant to the twenty-fourth. Article of the preſent Treaty. Dos 
« N. N. To all who ſhall ſee theſe preſents, greeting.—Be it known that we have granted 
licence and permiſſion to N. of the city, (or place) of N. maſter or commander of the ſhip N. 
belonging to N. of the port of N. burthen + tons or thereabouts, now lying in the port 
or haven of N. to fail to N. laden with N. the ſaid ſhip having been examined before her de- 


parture, inthe uſual manner, by the officers of the place appointed for that purpoſe, And boy 
| al 


of their ſubjeds 


g of ſhips, 
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1766 faid N. or uch other perfon as ſhafl happen to ſucceed TY ſhall produce this licence in every 
1 port or haven, which he may enter with his ſhip, to the officers of the place, and ſhall give a 
true account- to them of what ſhall have paſſed or happened during his n 3 and he ſhall 
carry the colours, arms, and enfigns of N, during his voyage. 

« In witneſs whereof, we have ſigned theſe preſents, and ſet the ſeal of our arms thereto, 
and cauſed the ſame to be counterſigned by N. at in the year, &c.“ 
The Canada ſales, in this year, amounted to 17 3,000], 


The revenue ariſing from the diſtillery in England _ this and the preceding year, was, 


In 1785, — — — — L. 314,40 o © 
— 1786, — — — — CR | 427,741 © © 
Total of the two years amounted to — m — — 74¹ 78 0 o 


An Account of the Variations in the rate of Duty on Corn Wa: su from Midſummer 1749. 
to Midſummer 1786, calculated from the reſpective Variations in the Duties on low Wines 
and Spirits, together with an Account of the average Quantity of Spirits annually made, 
and the average Amount of the Duties annually collected under each Rate. 
Average Quantity Rate per Gal- Average Amount 


F of Spirits an- lon on the ofthe Duties an- 
Tears. nually made. Waſh. nually collected. 
1. Gallons. d. L. s. f. "a n — 
_ a „but no ſpiri 
8 6,571, 305 14 . ſabje& to that duty were — 
75 'F | till the year 1752. 
1753 In March 1757 the making of 
175 1. : 8 s o 3 f{pirits from corn was prohibit- 
2 85, 4,548,800 24 1 353-759 © 4 ed; the prohibition ended in 
1756 4 | : -&. - Bae 1 
1761, 2,714,119 62 4749957 © 
1763. 
1764, 
1705, | 
17606, 
1767, | ; : 4 
1768, W 
1769, 
1770. | 
1771, 5 2,180,019 7 423,712 11 
| 1772, | ; 
1773» 
1774, 
1775» 
1770, ] 
1777, 
1778, 
* 1 { Excluſive of 2 five per cents. viz. that 
1781, 15 Re” 4 . of April 6, 1779, & April 6, 1781. 
1782 2,299,493 17 1 3 { Including the 2 five per cents. of 
: | SATO: 1779 and 1781. 1 
| D Including 3 five per cents. ; the laſt o 
ns} 1,438,442 834% 353817 . of which was impoſed Jul 26, 1782, 
1785, 3,014,784 3 e 
1786, 4,100,314. 5 427,741 © 
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1786 An authentic account of corn and rain ex orted fr 
Scotland this year. , N wy — imported into Eogland and 
| EXPORTED. IMPORTED. 
1786. B Foreign 1786, 2 2 5 
ENGLAND. | Drs n Exc Anp. ur. 
Wheat, — 128,114 95,888 Wheat, 1 86 
Wheat Flour, 64,855 1, 303 - Wheat Flour, 41-901 
Rye, | * 5·467 1, 269 Rye, 
Barley, Wr 14,973 1,423 Barley, BA, © on 
Malt, — 99,050 * — — 
Oats, — 12,215 1,324 Oats, * We 
Oatmeal, — 1,147 194 Oat- meal, 3 1 * 
Beans, 9 9,903 434 Beans, — 3 70 I l | 
Peas, — 5,354 140 Peas, — 1,619: 
SCOTLAND. Drs. Drs. -SCOTLAND. | 
Wheat, - — 507 — — — — 
Wheat flour 798 — Barley, — 12,231 
Barley, — 97383 — Rye, — þ 
Barley hulled, — 54 — — 3 
Bear, — 10,137 — 780 * — 
Bear-meal, — 98 — — 1 
Malt, — 6, 108 — Oats 5 — 43,0 56 
Oats, — 2, 300 — Oatmeal, — 23,320 
Oatmeal, 2,113 — Peas and Beans, 180 
Peas and Beans, 478 — 


The bounties on corn and grain exported from England i in the courſe of this year; amoun=- 


ted to 50,9731. 18s. 63d. 


The drawbacks, during the ſame period, were 791. 198. 4d. 


The amount of the bounties paid on corn and Hd: from-Scotland, during the ſame 
time, was 2, 8 30l. 1s. 10d. 

The duties on corn imported into England, was 5, 5 561. 28. 9d. ; and, i in Scotland, they 
amounted to 7141. 88. od. 

The average prices of corn in England and Wales,. by the ſtandard Wincheſter buſhel, for 
this year, was as follows :— 

Wheat, 4s. 10%d. ; rye, 3s. 434d. ; barley, 3s. 0X; oats, 28. 3d. ; beans, 48. 12d. 

The prices of the coarſeſt ſorts of grain generally. exceed and. reduce the average price as | 
follows :— ve 

Wheat, 6d. per buſhel; rye, 3d.; barley, 3d.; dan. 3d.; beans, 6d. * ; 


An account of the chriſtenings and burials within the- bills of mortality in London, for 


this year. 
Chriſtened, males 9, 183 Buried, males 10,253. 
an— males 38, 936 — females 10,201 
18,119 | 20,454 


— — — 
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1786 The following are the variations of the gublic fands during this year, with the Met and 
loweſt prices arranged oppoſite to each month. 


Stock. ect. onſet eaſel 4 Ann. 17% Stock. | Ann. | Bonds. jon 75 Navy | Bills, 4 1 e 
— nee enen err | — 
140 69 697877 1047 205137 156 [65] 46p 673 [el 11 pr. 1 
Janoarys 448 2 227 881 1074 214134 162 (6 50 69. 2,dif AY 14 . 
1397693 | 097 |883| 104 20131155 64f 46 6867327 | 15 14 17 
February, 1383 707 | 705-1898 105% 21 137 1595657 55 5 68 279 10 20 © 
March, [3 39+ 7068589 04x 204 |13%|15 z 667 45 68 66325 4 
1424|707| 703 |894| 1053|203|133|1597107F| 58 69468222 wo | 
| 133.6860877 1% 201371587 6% 45 67 2 | 
April, 4362 687/70 9 1004 22 1341607 655 57 [682|** 5 * 
May 13776869 88 100521 133/1594 657 46 67469 [(: | 5, | 
| | 146: 7351141924 | 11142241144 10231693! 53 [7031703125 | 9 We 
June 143 [72 [734915 1104/22 | - [1585/68 | 52 [70317132 W114 8 
f E £17341745|925| 1115227} 10271687} 60 [71 fa | 27 14 16 
July, 2 735740927 1117 22 144/157 684 65 717372 31 14 10 
1504 75470 9711472214101 737 83 77517 | 34 14 13 
Auguſt, | 15941773170 [974 114z|23 [1441166 |73z| 83 [703176 [iz | 42 | 14 11 
115 781 ha 99 [11531 23s 145 Ft; 145 2 5 be 415 2 
Septemb. [15 78727] 7 1471507 7 70 Z 4 14 19 
: 59% hag * A wes. oo TH 2 745 FT 78 [775114 | 60 | is 3 
October, i 149 175 17553194 |1125|22x|, 471193 [71g 2475 42 1 
6¹ 7 3 8 8 7 3 6 147 I Iz 
e e | gu eels [6 1s 
Novemb, ſ 452 73 13% 91 7 2 32105209 4727173812 10 14 18 
7576794, 132711 %/ 0 91 [743 |755|25 ⁴ 4% | 15 3 
Decent [1408 731742 92 11272213“ 166 694 70 724 73723 | 15 14 1 
” 115131743 ]7531933(1133[227 |134|1684\694} 88 738741 { 17 | 14 19 


The following bills relative to trade. and commerce, received the royal aſſent this year: 

A bill for the further continuation, for a limited time, of the acts paſſed in the 23d and 
24th of his preſent Majeſty; touching the commercial intercourſe between the United States 
of North America and.his Majeſty's dominions. | 

For confining, to a limited time, the trade between the ports of the United States of Ame-- 
rica and his Majeſty's ſubje&s in the iſland of Newfoundland, to bread, flour, Indian corn, 
and live-ſtock ; to be imported in none but Britiſh-built ſhips, actually belonging to Britiſh. 
ſubjects, and navigated according to law, &c. | 

For prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of hay.. 

For regulating the exportation of hops to Ireland. 

To explain and amend certain proviſions of an act made in the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, . 
reſpecting the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company. 

For obviating all doubts which have ariſen or might ariſe with reſpect to the excluſive power 
of the court of directors of the Eaft India Company to nominate and appoint the governor- 
general and council of the prefidency of Fort William, in Bengal. 

To amend the laws for the encouragement of the Newfoundland fiſhery, 

For veſting certain ſums in commiſſioners at the. end of every quarter of a year, to be by 
them applied to the reduction of the national debt, 

For the further relief of debtors, with reſpe& to the impriſonment of their perſons ; and to 
oblige debtors who ſhall continue in execution in priſon beyond a certain time, and for ſums 
not exceeding what are mentioned in the act, to make diſcovery of, and deliver upon oath, 
their eſtates for their creditors benefit. 


For: 
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The 7586 For the further a of the fiſheries in the Greenland ſens and Davie ” 3 


For regulating the productioh of manifeſts, and to prevent fraudulent eva in 
bounties and drawbacks, and in the clandeſtine lading of goods. 

For the further encouragement of the growth of hemp and flax in England, 

For more effectually preventing the fraudulent removal of tobacco, &c. 

For the encouragement of the Southern whale fiſhery. 

For the further encouragement of the pilchard fiſhery. 

Reſpecting the importation of naval ſtores from the Britiſh colonies in America Britiſh 
made gunpowder, Britiſh ſail-cloth, foreign ſail-cloth; the. exportation of ſugars from the Bri- 
tiſh colonies directly to foreign ports, in Britiſh built ſhips ; the diſcontinuing of duties upon 
the importation of tallow, hogs- lard, and greaſe; and granting other duties on pot and pearl. 
aſhes, wood, and wood- aſhes, in the room of thoſe now repealed ; for allowing the importa« 
tion of ſalt from Europe to Quebec; the importation of raw goat-ſkins into this kingdom ; 
for encouraging the manufacture of flax and cotton in Great Britain; for reviving the draw- 
back on the duties on rum ſhipped as ſtores, and the ares, of a bounty on the 1 importation 
of hemp and flax from the Briuſh American colonies, / 

For repealing certain duties on wines imported, and for granting new duties in lieu thereof, 
under the management of the commiſſioners of exciſe. 

For the increaſe, &c. of ſhipping and navigation. l 

For the further regulation of the trial of perſons accuſed of certain offences committed in the 
Eaſt Indies; and for repealing part of an act made in the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, 
An act for the better regulation and management of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, 
of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in India, and eſtabliſhing a court of judicature for the more ſpeedy 
and effectual trial of perſons accuſed of offences committed in the Eaſt Indies;“ and for the 
more eaſy proof in certain caſes of deeds and writings executed in Great Britain or India. 

To appoint commiſſioners further to enquire into the fees, gratuities, perquiſites, and emo- 
luments, which are or have been lately received in the ſeveral public offices therein mentioned, 
to examine into any abuſes which may exiſt in the ſame, and to report ſuch obſervations as 
ſhall occur to them for the better conducting and managing the buſineſs in the ſaid offices, 

For appointing and enabling commiſſioners further to examine, take, and ſtate the public 
accounts of the kingdom. 

To prevent the unlawful pawning of goods, and eaſy redemption of goods pawned, &c. 

To enable the Eaſt India Company to raiſe money by the ſale of annuities, &c. 

For the further preventing frauds in the payment of ſeamen's wages, &c. 

For repealing ſo much of two acts of Parliament of the 14th and 21ſt of George III. as pov 
| hibits the exportation of wool-cards at a limited price. 

To continue certain acts relating to the puniſhment of perſons going armed or diſguiſed 
contrary to the exciſe and cuſtom laws ; and to prevent the committing of frauds by bankrupts. 

Reſpecting the act allowing a bounty on the exportation of Britiſh made cordage. 

For the more effectual encouragement of the Britiſh fiſheries. 

For incorporating certain perſons therein named, by the name and ſtile of The Britiſh 

Society for extending of the Fiſheries, and improving the Sea-coaſts of the Kingdom ;” and 
to enable them, when incorporated, to ſubſcribe a joint ſtock, and therewith to purchaſe lands, 
and build thereon free towns, villages, and fiſhing ſtations in the Highlands and iſlands of 
Scotland, and for other purpoſes. 
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. 
up granted by Parliament for this year :— „ 1 
For the navy, -, — _ — 2,428,326 18 8 
For the arm — — — — 2,043,729 19 27 
For the ordnance, % e el. 346,877 17 1 
Miſcellaneous ſervices, — — — 7,255,400 0 7 
Deficiencies. TY — 1,412, 203 1 6% 
Total Supplies, 13,486,537 17 17 
The Ways and MEAang for raiſing the des 2 7 „% . 
Land tax and duty on malt, — 3 | 2,7 50,00 0 oO 
To be applied out of the finking fund, — p — — 582,488 15 92 
Further application out of the finking fund, — 1,000,000 o 0 
Surplus of ditto, — — m — 628,982 0 1 
Exchequer bills, — — — — 2,500,000 o 0 
By certain ſurpluſſes of duties, &c. — — ; 
„ 7 2801 => "OP 188,750 0 0 
Surplus of monies granted for the army in 1784. — 290,810 4 6 
Army ſavings and ſtoppages i in 1785, — — 65,575 4 12 
Impreſt, and other monies in the Exchequer, — — 100, 508 13 14 
Further application of the ſinking fund, — — 2,600,000 o o 
By further Exchequer bills, — — — 3,000,000 © ©o' 
Surplus of monies voted for C:::1ſea penſioners in 178 8. — 21,568 13 22 
Total of Ways and Means, — 13,900,992 15 45 
Total amount of Supplies granted, 13,486,537 17 17 
. Exceſs of Ways and Means, — 414,454 18 37 
An authentic and correct liſt of the national debt, to the 5th of January in this year. 
Capitals. Intereſt, 
| L. 5. d. EM: 4.4 
Bank ſtock, — — 11,042,406 © © 698,544 © © 
Five per cent. navy annuities, — 17,869,993 9 10 893,499 13 5 
Four per cent. conſols. _ — 32,750,100 0 o 1,310,000 © o 
Three per cent. conſols. — 10), 401,696 5 1 3,222, 50 17 9 
Three per cent reduced, — 375340, 73 4 0 1,120, 202 4 3 
Three per cent. of 1726, — 1,000,000 © o 30, o00 © 0 
Long annuities, of 610, 37 l. per annum, cal- | | | 
culated at 21 years purchaſe only, — 20,411,250 0 0 680,375 © © 
Short annuities, 1777, of 25,000]. per annum; 
ditto 1778 and 1979, of 412, Fol. calculated 
at 14 years purchaſe, — 6, 125, 00 0 © 437,500 o o- 
Carried forward, L. 234, 540, 518 18 11 {.8,392,171 15 5 
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N Brought forward, ., {-2344549,$18.1B l . 30215 * 
South Sea ſtock, _ . 7287 8 T l Kaen 15 3 
Three per cent. old annuities, — 11.937,/% 2 ; re OY e EY 1 
Three per cent. new ditt. 8,494,830 2 10 1 3 * 0 
Three per cent. of 1751, — 1,919,600 O | | | 5755888 o ; 
India ſtock, . — — — 3.20, o 0 g . o_ 0 
Three per cent, annuities, — ee 0.00 5 3 5 
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An event of the firſt importance to the commercial intereſts of this country, which had 
taken place ſubſequent to the concluſion of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, preſented itſelf to the 
immediate notice of that aſſembly, when it met, on the 23d of January in this year. This 
was the ſigning, at Verſailles, on the 26th of September preceding, a treaty of commerce be- 
tween the courts of England and France, of which e have already given an authentic copy. 
The ſpeech from the throne, at the commencement of the ſeſſion, obſerved upon the appa- 
rent tranquillity of Europe, and recommended the treaty of commerce to the ſanction of Par- 
liament. It alſo referred three ſpecific meaſures to their approbation a convention reſpect- 
ing the cutting of logwood, with the Catholic King; a plan which had been formed for tran. 
porting a number of conyiQts to a part of the iſland of New Holland, known by the name of 
Botany Bay ; and certain regulations for the accommodation of the mercantile part of the 
kingdom, and for ſimplifying the public accounts in the various branches of the revenue. 

On the 12th of February, the day appointed for taking the treaty into confideration, a pe- 
tition was preſented from the Chamber of Manufacturers, ftating their ſenſe of the ſerious and 
awful importance of the treaty, —and that, after the moſt careful inveſtigation, they had not 
been able to form any certain judgment upon the ſubject: they, therefore, deprecated the 
Houſes coming to a deciſive vote upon that day, and concluded with an alluſion to the provi- 
dential effects which were univerſally allowed to have reſulted from the delay, that had been 
introduced by the mercantile intereſt into the diſcufſion of the Iriſh propoſitions. This peti- 
tion, however, not appearing to be of ſufficient weight to cauſe the diſcuſſion of the treaty to 
be deferred, Mr. Pitt entered upon a communication of the benefits which he conceived would 
reſult to Great Britain from this important tranſaction. As it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
that the miniſterial ſpeeches on this occaſion contained the real grounds upon which the treaty 
was formed, we ſhall give the ſubſtance of them, as containing the beſt hiſtory of the nature, 
foundation, and particular objects of our new commercial alliance. 

The treaty in queſtion had been, for a conſiderable time, in the hands of every manufac- 
turet and merchant in the kingdom, and had been very freely diſcuſſed in a great variety of 
publications, without any complaint having been heard from any great manufacturing body 
of men, except the petition from the Chamber of Commerce; which, after all, did not ſtate 
any reaſons againſt the treaty, but reſted ſimply on the vague and unſatis factory ground, chat 
after between four and five months, the petitioners had not had ſufficient time to confider it. 
The alluſion made to the conduct and communications of the manufacturers on the Iriſh pro- 
poſitions, and the utility which reſulted from the delay which their intervention occaſioned, 


was by no means calculated to enforce any arguments offered to keep back the diſcuſſion a 
| | N the 
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99 the commereial treaty, - | While thoſe propoſitions were in agitation, the manufacturers of ths- 
kingdom had ſhown, that they poſſeſſed the moſt unremitting vigilance in watching over their 
intereſts, and, at leaſt, a ſufficient degree of firmneſs in maintaining their objections. There 
was not a commercial or manufa&uring body that thought itſelf concerned, that did not in- 
ſtantly take the alarm and join in the general remonſtrances on the Iriſh. propoſitions; while, 
on the preſent occaſion, the manufacturers, watchful as they are of their intereſts, had taken 
no alarm. -T'he woollen trade, ſo naturally dear to this country, had manifeſted no ſpecies of 
apprehenſion : the manufacturers of cambrics, of glaſs, the diſtillery, and other members and 
branches of our domeſtic trade, though, in fact, particularly affected by the treaty, had made 
no complaint; much leſs had any notice of objection been received from the manufacturers in 
hardware, the potteries, &c.; and ſo far were the public from entertaining any diſlike, or even 
' doubts concerning the merits of this treaty, that the tenenlur of the nation were ſanguine in 
wiſhing. for the ratification of it. 

With reſpect to a right conception of the commercial part of the treaty, it will be neceſſary 
to conſider the relative ſtate of the two kingdoms which were to be bound by it. On the very 
firſt idea of the matter it appears, that France has the advantage in the gifts of ſoil and climate, 
and in the amount of her natural produce; while Great Britain was, on her part, confeſſedly 
ſuperior in her manufactures and artificial productions. In point of natural produce, France 
had greatly the advantage in this treaty ; her wines, brandies, oils and vinegars, particularly 
the two former, are matters of ſuch important value in her produce, as to deſtroy all idea of 
reciprocity as to the natural produce :—we, perhaps, have nothing of that kind to put in com- 
petition, but ſimply the article of beer: but, on the contrary, is it not a fact as demonſtrably 
clear, that Britain, in its turn, poſſeſſes ſome manufactures excluſive of her own; and that in 
others ſhe has ſo completely the advantage of her neighbour, as to put competition at defiance. 
This then is the relative condition, and the preciſe ground on which a valuable correſpond- 
ence and connection between the two countries might be eſtabliſhed. Having each its own 

diſtin& ſtaple, —having each that which the other wanted, and not claſhing in the great and 
leading lines of their reſpective riches, they might be conſidered as two great traders in differ- 
ent branches, who might engage in a traffic that would prove mutually beneficial. to them, — 
Granting that a large quantity of their natural produce would be brought into this country, it 
cannot, on the other hand, be denied, that we ſhould ſend more cottons by the direct courſe 
now ſettled, than by the circuitous paſſages formerly uſed, as well as more of our woollens 
than while reſtricted in their importation to particular ports and burdened with very heavy 
duties. Will not more of our earthen ware and other articles, which, under all the diſadvan- 
tages they formerly ſuffered, forced their way into France, now be ſent thither in far greater 
quantities ; - and will not the aggregate of our manufactures be greatly and eminently benefited 
in going to this market loaded only with duties from twelve to ten, and, in one inſtance, with 
only five per cent, If the advantages, in this reſpe&, were not ſo palpable as to ſtrike every 
mind qualified to form a judgment on the gory petitions would have flowed | in from every 
quarter. 

The article of . which is charged the higheſt in the tariff, gave no kind of alarm. — 
The traders in this article, though charged with a duty of fifteen per cent. knew their ſuperi- 
ority ſo well, that they chearfully embraced the condition. A market of ſo many millions of 
people, — a market ſo near and prompt, —a market of expedition and certain return, of neceſſary 
and extenſive conſumption, thus added to the commerce and manufactures of Great Britain i is 
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2787 an object of moſt advantageous acquiſition. To procure this we ought to give liberal 
tions; nor ought we, in any degree to heſitate from the miſerable idea that, while this wn 

2 ' 4 . , fe ge- 
ment is ſo advantageous to us, will alſo be beneficial to them. It is not hereby a conſoli 
but an exhilarating ſpeculation to the mind of an Engliſhman, that after the empire had = 

engaged in a competition the moſt arduous and imminent it had ever known, after ſtrugglin 2 
as it were, for its exiſtence, that ſtill it maintained its rank and efficacy ſo firmly, that 3 
finding it could not ſhake her, opened its arms, and offered a beneficial connection with ber, 
on eaſy, liberal and advantageous terms. 1 - Tis 
We agreed, by this treaty, to take from France, on ſmall duties, the luxuries of her ſoil 
which our own refinements had converted into neceſſaries. The wines of France were ">" 
fo much in poſſeſſion of our markets, that, with. all the high duties paid by us, they found 
their way to our tables: it could not, therefore, but prove a very great advantage to admit 
theſe luxuries on eaſier terms : nor would the admiſſion of them ſupplant the wines of Portugal 
or of Spain; it would only operate, and very advantageouſly, to ſuppreſs, im a great meaſure, 

a- pernicious manufacture of wines in this country. With reſpect to Brandy, it is an equally 

| beneficial and eligible meaſure to diminiſh the duties, the reduction of which. muſt have a ma. 
terial effect on the contraband trade in this article, It is well known, that the quantity clan- 

 deſtinely imported bears a great proportion to the legal importation ; the legal-importation of: 
brandy being no more than 600,000 gallons, and the ſuppoſed amount of the ſmuggled, ac- 
cording to the beſt founded eſtimation, between 300,000 and 400,000 gallons, As this article, 
therefore, had taken ſuch complete poſſeſſion of the taſte of the nation, it was certainly a right 
policy to procure to the ſtate a greater advantage from the article than heretofore, and to put: 
an end to its contraband trade by legaliſing the market. 2 . 

The oil and vinegar of France are comparatively ſmall objects, but, like the former, they 
were luxuries which had taken the ſhape of neceffaries, and which, of courſe, we did right in 
accepting on eaſy terms. Theſe were the natural products of France to be admitted under the 
treaty, As to the manufactures of that country, the firſt article is cambric,. and the fact is, 
that as we had long ago laid aſide all competition in that fabric, there could be no injury in 
granting an eaſy importation to that which we would have at any rate. In no other article is 
there any thing very fo rmidable in the rivalry of France, Glaſs would not be imported to any 
amount; in particular kinds of lace, indeed, the French might have the advantage, but none 
which they would not enjoy independent of the treaty. | e 

It has been argued by ſome ſpeculating politicians, that no beneficial treaty could be made 
between this country and France, becauſe no ſuch. treaty had ever been formed; and'becauſle,. 
on the contrary, commercial intercourſes with her. had always been injurious: to. England, — 

This reaſoning, however, was entirely fallacious : for, in the firſt place, we had, during 2 

very long ſeries of years, experienced a commercial connection with France; and, ſecondly, 
| though it might be true, that a commercial intercourſe founded on'the treaty of Utrecht would 
have been injurious, it did not follow that this would prove the fame, as, at that time, the 
manufactures in which we now excel poſſeſſed a hare exiſtence, and were on the fide of 

France inſtead of being againſt her. The tariff did not then, as. now, comprehend all the 
articles in which we comparatively excelled, but, in addition to the produce of France, which 
at all periods muſt be the ſame, ſhe had the balance of manufactures alſo in her favour. At 
that period alſo the prejudices of manufacturers againſt France were extreme, and correſponded 
with the party violence of the day in the reprobation of the meaſure; but ſo far was the Par- 
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155 liament from entertaining an opinion, that any commercial treaty made. with France mut be 


detrimental to the intereſts of this country, that it preſented an addreſs to her Majeſty, (Queen 
Anne) praying her to renew commercial negotiations with the court of France. The fact 
really was, that we had not invariably conſidered it as a part of our policy to reſiſt all connec- 
tion with France; ſhe had ever been more jealous of us than we of her ;—prohibitions began 


on the part of France, and we only retaliated in our own defence. The ſurrender of revenue 


for great commercial purpoſes, 1s a policy by no means unknown in the hiſtory of Great Bri- 
tain ;—-increaſe by means of reduction may have been a paradox, but experience has long fince 
eſtabliſhed it as an incontrovertible maxim of political ceconomies, 

If the relative ſituation of the two countries is changed, —if it is true, that at the treaty of 
Utrecht we had but little to ſend to France, and that now we had muck to ſend thither, —that 
our manufactures were ſo confeſſedly ſuperior as to dread no competition, and greatly to coun- 
terbalance the natural produce of France, it may be aſked, what reaſon is there in policy or 
the nature of things to prevent our entering into the treaty ; or whether there is any inſur- 
mountable obſtacle to connections of intereſt and amity between the two countries. 


As to the Methuen treaty, there is nothing in the treaty with France which prevents an - 


entire compliance with the conditions of it, if the Britiſh legiſlature ſhould find it right, by 
the conduct of Portugal, to maintain the full force of that treaty. By enlarging our markets 
for wine, we neither infringed on the markets of Portugal or Spain: and as to any other 
powers, it has not been ſuggeſted that the on in en could in the leaſt affect our con- 
nection with them. | 

Conſidering the treaty in a political view, the idea of France being the nnaltarable enemy of 
Great Britain muſt be done away. To ſuppoſe that any nation could be unalterably the 
enemy of another, was weak and childiſh, It had neither its foundation in the experience of 
nations, nor in the hiſtory of man. It is a libel on the conſtitution of political ſocieties, and 
ſuppoſed the exiſtence of a diabolical, immoveable malice in the original frame of our nature. 
If there is any tbing in the treaty which could juſtify the ſuppoſition, that the interval of peace 
between the two countries would be ſo totally unemployed by us, as to diſable us from meet- 
ing France in the moment of war with our accuſtomed ſtrength ? will it not rather, by open- 
ing new ſources of wealth, fpeak this forcible language, that the interval of peace, as it would 
enrich the nation, would alſo prove the means. of enabling her to combat her enemy with 
more effect, when the day of hoſtility ſhould arrive: but it promiſes even more,—as, by pro- 
moting habits of friendly intercourſe and of mutual benefit, it will not only invigorate the re- 
ſources of Great Britain, but leſſen the probability of ſuch occafions as muſt call them forth, 
It would certainly have, at leaſt, the happy tendency to make the two nations enter into more 
intimate communion with one another; and being endeared to each other by the reſult of 
common benefits, it gave every reaſon to hope for the preſervation of harmony between them. 
The proviſions of the treaty neither delude us into ſecurity, nor threaten to accompliſh our 


reduction; on the-contrary, it promiſes to ftrenghthen our hands,—and, at the ſame time, to 


throw the proſpect and the neceſſity of war at a very great diſtance. Whatever might be ſaid 
of the reſtleſs awbition of France, her crafty character and inceſſant enmity againſt Great Bri- 
tain, her aſſurances and open conduct during the late negotiation, were of a nature as might 
Juſtify reliance: at preſent the court of France, is governed by maxims too prudent and poli- 
tical, not to conſult its own ſafety and happineſs beyond the miniſterial aims of impracticable 


conqueſt, Oppreſſed as this nation was during the late war, by a moſt formidable combina- 
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2th : of hoſtile power againſt us can never be imagined again to exiſt may not the 
cheriſhed, that ſeeing the ſteady and durable character of our ſtrength, 


ſhould induce them again to enter deliberately into hoſlilities againſt this coun 
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AN HISTORICAL AUD CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 


tion for its deſtruQion, yet had France very little to boaſt at the end of the 'conter. E 
| *, ch; 

* . * » .” ® > ;th t | 
refleQing, that though ſhe had gained her object in diſmembering'our'empire, the bad den 5 


at an expence which had funk herſelf in extreme embarraſſment, and that ſuch a combinatio 
- | n 
idea be naturally 


a wa . and the inefficacy as 
well as the ruin of hoſtility, France would eagerly with to try the benefits of an amicable con 


nection with us. To imagine that the French would confent to yield advantages without the 


_ expectation of a return, was too ridiculous to admit into argument; 


: EO | 8 but though the treaty in 
queſtion would afford confiderable benefit to them, there is every reaſon to believe that it would 


be more advantageous to us, The proof of this aſſertion is ſhort and: indubitable. She gains for 
her wines and other produce a great and opulent market, we did the ſame to a much greater de- 
gree. She procured a market of 8,000,000, we a market of 24, ooo, ooo of people. France "I 
ed this market for her produce, which employed in preparation but few hands, gave little en- 


couragement to its navigation, and produced but little to the ſtate; we gained this market for 


our manufactures, which employed many hundreds of thouſands, and which, in collecting the 
materials from every corner of the world, advanced our maritime ſtrength, as well as in all 
their combinations and in every article and ſtage of their proceſs, contributed: largely to the 
ſtate. France could not gain the acceſſion of 100, oool. to her revenue by the treaty; but Eng- 
land muſt neceſſarily gain a million.— This may be eafily demonſtrated.— The high price of 
labour in England ariſes chiefly from the exciſe, and three-fifths of the price of labour are ſaid 


to come into the Exchequer, The produce of France, on the contrary, is low in the ſtaple, 


and leſs productive to the ſtate in the proceſs. Even the reduced duties are ſo proportionably 
high, that France could not ſend us 500,000]. worth of brandies, but we muſt gain cent. per cent. 
by the article. In this view then, though France might gain, we muſt be, comparatively, ſo 
much more benefitted; that we ovght not to ſcruple to give the diſproportionate advantages with 
which ſhe is ſatisfied. It is in the nature and eſſence of an agreement between a manufacturing 
country and a country bleſſed with peculiar productions, that the advantages muſt terminate 
in favour. of the former; and the treaty was particularly diſpoſed and fitted for both the con- 
nections. Thus France is, by the peculiar diſpenſation of Providence, gifted, perhaps, more 
than any country upon earth, with what made life deſirable, in point of ſoil, climate, and natural: 
productions; it poſſeſſes the moſt fertile vineyards and the richeſt harveſts; the greateſt luxuries. 
of man were produced in it with little coſt and with moderate labour. Britain was not thus 
bleſſed by nature; but it, nevertheleſs, poſſeſſed, from the happy freedom of its conſtitution, 
and the equal ſecurity of its laws, an energy in its enterprize, and a ſtability in its exertions, 


which had gradually raiſed it to a ſtate of commercial grandeur; and not being ſo bountitully 


gifted by Heaven, it had tecourſe to labour and art, by which it had acquired the ability of 
ſupplying its neighbour with all the neceſſary embelliſhments. of life, in exchange for her 
natural luxuries. Thus ſtanding with regard to each other, a friendly connection ſeemed to 
be pointed out between them, inſtead of that ſtate of enmity, which rooted prejudice and party 
zeal can alone conſider as the natural relative poſition of the two countries. 
In oppoſition to the commercial treaty, the following train of reaſoning was purſued with 
no common zeal, ability and eloquence. | Y = 
It was urged that, by this treaty with France, we were belying the proſperity: we actually 
poſſeſſed, and entering, like bankrupt merchants, on ſpeculations of no common wn and 
. anger. 
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1180 4 That our commietes was in a courſe of public benefit, which: wanted not the aid of 


France to ſupport and enlarge it, was an opinion founded on the following ſtatement of it, 


from the year 1740 to the concluſion of the laſt peace: à period in which we had been enabled 


to ſuſtain the burden of three very expenſive wars from the increaſe of our commerce. 

The moſt flouriſhing period of commerce which this country had ever known, was about 
the year 1750 ;—we had during other periods larger exports, but the balance of trade in our 
favour was then at the higheſt; it amounted to near five millions and an half; but, confider- 
ing every,circumſtance, it would not be accurate to aſſume more than four millions as our an- 
nual balance from the year 1740, to the conclufion of the laſt peace. This, therefore, being 
conſidered as the yearly average of foreign trade in our favour, i it was nn to 3 from 
what countries this balance was drawn. 

About the year 1745, our trade with Holland was at its height; it diva gave us a balance of 


near two millions a year, and though it is not now ſo great as it formerly was, it is {till the 


greateſt we have, and has for the laſt forty years produced an annual gain of about 1,400,000). 
Our trade with Germany is the next in importance, both with reſpect to its ſtability and 
extent, to our trade with Holland. This trade has not been ſubject to any great fluctuation 
from the beginning of the century; we have from that time cleared from it about — 
and for the laſt forty or fifty years above 700, oool. a year. 
After Holland and Germany, our next moſt beneficial trade was with Flanders. This trade 


| was not great in the beginning of the century :—ſince the year 1740, it might be eſtimated at 


600,000l. per annum ;—fince the year 1770, it had been on an average 800, oool. and in 1785, 
it was within fifty thouſand pounds of a million in our favour. | 

The balance of trade with Portugal had been, at an average, for thirty years previous to the 
peace in 1763, 800, oool.: for the year 1740 to the preſent time, it had amounted to above 
400, oool. a year. | 

Our trade with Spain for the laſt forty years had given us near 400, oool.; though, at pre- 
font; excluſive of the Newfoundland fiſh, it did not much exceed 1 5, oool. per annum. With: 
North America, there had been a balance in our favorr ſince the year 1740 of near 500, oool. 
per annum. Wet. 4 5 | 

In this account Ireland is omitted, as on account of the different modes of valuing her linens 

in the Engliſh and Triſh Cuſtom-houſe, there is a diverſity of opinion as to the balance. Our 
trade to Africa, as well as ſeveral other ſources of profitable commerce are alſo omitted, being 
confidered' as ſupplies to the drain which the nation experiences in its trade with Ruſſia, 
Sweden, Turkey, &c. with which countries, though the trade is beneficial on account of i im- 
porting raw matetials and exporting manufactures, the balance is nevertheleſs againſt us. 

From this ſtatement, the ancient channels appear, in which our commerce has flowed for 
upwards of half a century, with uninterrupted ſucceſs. Hitherto we have greatly proſpered in 
our commerce, without having had French markets open to us, or having had our markets 
open to them; and though it could not be poſſibly aſſerted, that this mutual interdiction of 
commerce had been the cauſe of our proſperity, yet, as we had proſpered, and did proſper with- 
out an open trade with France, it was imprudent to adopt a change of ſyſtem, and for ſpecu- 
lative benefits to riſk real advantages. If, during the laſt five years, our commerce had been: 
ſtationary or encreafing, where was the wiſdom of interrupting its courſe by new arrange-- 


ments? Why ſhould it not be left to its own ſucceſsful operation? If it had diminiſhed, why 


ſhould. we riſk its further diminution by opening a trade with France, It muſt-have been in 
that: 
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1 "ry that caſs, from her rivalry. in foreign n that cur. export trade had decreaſed. 


It was therefore highly dangerous and impolitic to abandon a commercial ſyſtem 
had riſen to our preſent heighth in the ſcale of nations, and to adopt one in its pl 


wiſe meaſure, and not to be juſlified, except by a change in the relative fituations 
Britain and France; the certainty of which change nating ken place 


compoſed of Engliſh wool, we ſhould clearly have the benefit; but as we uſed at leaſt 350,000], 


of the raw material: and what yet more increaſed our loſs was, that Spain might give France 


1 : 


AN HiSTORIOAL, AND. CnnONOLOGIOAL pavverton f 


And if ſhe 
in her own? 
by which we 
ace Which our 


had driven us out of foreign markets, what chance could we have of meeting her ; 


anceſtors, from long experience had reprobated, as detrimental to the kingdom, was an un 


of Great 
ſince the time of Charles 


the Second, had by no means been proved. 
But deſcending from a general view of this great objedd, to the individual evils which were 
ſuppoſed to reſult from it, it was contended, in the firſt place, that our-woollen manufacture 
would be injured by this treaty. Though it might be ſaid, with truth, that we bad opened 
to ourſelves a market containing twenty-four millions of people, while France had only ob. 
tained a market of eight millions, yet no right eſtimate could be made on ſuch a ſcale of com. 
putation. The advantages were rather to be eſtimated from the conſumption of the nation's 
produce. The raw material, were it grown in the country, and then manufactured, was cer. 
tainly the eſtimate of one nation's profit with another in a commercial intercourſe. As far, 
therefore, as the woollen articles we might export to France, by virtue of this treaty, were 


worth of Spaniſh wool in our manufactures of woollen cloths, we clearly loſt this advantage 


an opportunity of importing their wool under the ſauction of the treaty which reſtored both to 
France and Spain the privileges of the Family Compact; by which France would be able to 
manufacture this article, and afterwards ſerve us with the commodity which we before made 

ourſelves: and as it was a ſpecies of cloth which our wool would not make, we ſhould be ob. 
liged to purchaſe it from France, under the diſadvantage of their having the labour, and we 
the loſs of the artificers; and they the emoluments, and we the loſs of the manufacture.— 
As to brandy, it was contended, that the treaty in queſtion would, by no means, diminiſh 
the ſmuggling of that article into this country: 600,000 gallons were the eſtimate of the 
brandies imported ; but of this quantity only 160,000 gallons were imported annually from 
France. It was therefore evident, that the reſt muſt be chiefly imported from Spain, or ſome 
other countries on that part of the continent ; conſequently, to lower the duties of what was 
imported from France, could not increaſe the revenue; for, as what was imported from thence 
was evidently ſo diſproportionate to what we imported from Spain and other countnes, no in- 

creaſe of conſumption in French brandies could poſſibly be expected. 

The cotton manufactory was repreſented as being ſupported by the working a a raw material 
of which no leſs a quantity than 17,000,000 of pounds of wool cotton was uſed; but of this 
quantity half was imported from France, Portugal, and the Brazils. Was not this, there- 
fore, an alarming circumſtance to a manufacture of ſuch conſequence as that of cotton, fuſtian, 
and velvet was to this country - By this treaty, France herſelf might withhold two millions 
of the quantity we uſed, and keep it for her own rifing manufactures: and if we were n 
of this raw material, one of our greateſt manufactures would be deſtroyed, or, at leaſt, trani- 
planted to France. By this commercial treaty, it was argued, the Methuen treaty would be 
deſtroyed ; as the principle of that treaty, namely, admitting the wines of Portugal one-third 

under thoſe of France, would have no longer an exiſtence, if the duties on French wines were Wl 
reduced to the preſent duties on thoſe of Portugal, It was true, that by lowering the 2 
one · thir 
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115 düsch n air Nette l wines (Hervieds, me treaty might be ended; bol do be obliged, un bi 
conſequence of this commercial treaty, to admit wines from France on the ſame terms as thoſe 
of Portugal, would be evincing that we had abandoned that principle of policy which had been 
the cement of our alliance with that country, Would ſhe not therefore conſider, that the in- 
ducement no longer exiſted which had been the cauſe of our long and proſperous friendſhip ? 
This would certainly be a great obſtacle to her defires to enter into treaty with us again, —Be- 
fides, this commercial treaty with France muſt convince Portugal, that we had abandoned 
every principle of policy which had been her beſt defence againſt ſuperior and neighbouring 
powers : that, therefore, which tempted her to court our protection by ſuch an advantageous - 
alliance, no longer exiſting, we could not expect that ſhe would haſten to renew it; and, if 
the did, it might poſſibly be on terms much more advantageous to herſelf, and detrimental to 
us. If our luxury had converted wine into a neceſſary, that obſervation was particularly true 
of Portugal wines, which this country would never relinquiſh, The wines of Portugal, there- 
fore, would continue to be imported; and if we did not pay for them with manufactures, we 
ſhould pay for them with money. As to cotton, it was a raw material neceſſary to the ſup- 
port of our own induſtry ; and, therefore, let the provocation on the part of Portugal be ever 
fo great, would never be prohibited. It might be aſked—If the Methuen treaty was diſcon- 
tinued, what was to compenſate for the advantage which we loſt from 150, oool. worth of ſalt 
fiſh ſent annually to that country ?—Where could we find a market for this invaluable article 
of our commerce ?—lf any where, we ſhould expect to have it in France: for as we loſe a be- 
nefit in conſequence of giving them an advantage, we certainly have a right to expect. a com- 
penſation from them. But France had a fiſhery of its own, and therefore muſt be the rival, 
inſtead: of a cuſtomer of ours. It was evident, therefore, that in this inſtance, among others, 
a very material ſacrifice was offered to the pretences of France; as we ſhall loſe not only this 
fale of our produce, but alſo the proportionate opportunity of reaping thoſe advantages from 
our fiſheries which rendered them the moſt immediate nurſeries of our ſeamen; The unalter- 
able political enmity of France to Great Britain, and the impoſſibility of a ſolid good accruing. 
to this country from the preſent, or any other commercial treaty, was alſo ſtated with much. 
energy and confidence. 

Such were the leading features of the arguments of thoſe who ſapported, and thoſe TR op- 
poſed this important meaſure : but the nation at large confirmed, by its approbation; the con- 
duct of government in this new political arrangement; and thofe ſanguine and general expec- 
rations were formed of benefits reſulting from it, which, we truſt, will not be diſappointed. 

After very mature deliberations on this ſabjze&, both Houſes of Parliament concurred: in 
preſenting the-following addreſs to the throne, on Thurſday _ 8th of 2 

Mat gracious Sotzert gn, 

« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the Lords Spiritual mn Temporal and 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament aſſembled, having taken into our moſt ſerious conſide ra- 
tion the proviſions contained in the treaty of navigation and commerce, concluded between: 
your Majeſty and. the Moſt Chriſtian King, beg leave to approach your Majeſty with our: 
ſerious and grateful acknowledgments for this additional proof of your Majeſty's conſtant at- 
tention to the welfare and happineſs of your ſubjects. We ſhall proceed; with all proper ex- 
pedition, on taking ſuch ſteps as may be neceſſary for giving effect to a ſyſtem ſo well calcu-- 
lated to promote a beneficial intercourſe between Great Britain and France, and to give Nadi 
tional permanence to the bleſſings of peace. | 
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178 It is our firm perſuaſion that we.canpor more effeftually. 
our country, and the glory of your, Majeſty's, reign, than hy concutrin 


us of your Majeſty's dominions,“ &c. &. 
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conſult the. general intereſt of 


N g in a meaſure which 
| the extenſion, of trade, th WA A See winch 
tends to the ex on L ade and ne encouragement of. induſtry and manufacture the 


genuine ſources of national wealth, and the ſureſt foundation of the proſperity and happineſ 
| | work OY 2 ONE " | 2 els 


The conſolidation of the cuſtoms, a ſubject of | very great importance * the c 


. l omm 
this country, had been ſuggeſted to the attention. of Parliament in the ſpeech from . 
and on the 26th of February, the Chancellor of the Exchequer opened this buſineſs to the 
Houſe of Commons. 1 E 4 0 0 


The increaſing commerce of the country on the one hand, and the accumulated burthens 


on the other, the various additions which it had been neceſlary to make to the national in 


come, by augmenting. almoſt every fubſiſting duty, and the concomitant progreſſion of the 
reſources from whence that income was ſupplied, had ſo widely exceeded the expectations of 


our anceſtors, and all the grounds of calculation on which they founded their ſyſtem of finance 
that the principles which they adapted, as ſuited to the natrow and confined ſcale of their 


public exigency and reſources, were no longer applicable to the preſent ſtate either of the trade 
or the revenue of the country. The conſequences of thus retaining the old principle under 
the altered circumſtances of the country,, were, in ſeveral points of view, highly detrimental 
to the intereſts of the nation. In the firſt, and moſt material inſtance, they were productive 
of great inconvenience to individuals, as well to the merchants as to the officers of the cuſ- 
toms, from the difficulty they occaſioned in calculating and aſcertaining the amount of the 
ſeveral ſums to be paid by the former ; and they were alſo, in ſome degree, attended with an 
actual loſs to the revenue. | | Es . 

The firſt inſtitution of the preſent ſubſiſting duties of cuſtom, was made by a ſtatute of the 
12th of Charles II. under the names of the tonnage and . poundage : the firſt of thoſe was an 
impoſition on wines, laid on by the quantities imported ; and the other was a proportional 


ol 


duty, calculated by value on all other articles, This laſt duty of poundage, was of a nature 


liable to great inaccuracy and irregularity ; the value of the goods was aſcertained by a book of 
rates, and computed on the quantities of the goods, either with reſpect to gage, to weight, or 
to taille: it was not a real value which was fixed upon them, ſo that the duty ſhould bear a 
certain proportion to that real value, but an arbitrary value, perhaps, according to their actual 
ſtandard at the time of impoſing the duty; yet which muſt, from the natural fluctuations of 
trade and manufactures, be neceſſarily liable to many changes and alterations. The conſe- 
quence of ſuch a mode of taxation, when it was laid on by bulk, was, that in goods of one 
general deſcription, the duty was always the ſame, whether upon the finer or the coarſer ma- 
nufacture; by which means it either operated as a prohibition to the latter, or was not at all 
felt by the former. There was, beſides, another mode by which duties were impoſed, and 
this by a proportion to the value on goods not rated, being the real and actual value of the 
goods as ſworn to by the importer. This principle of taxation, when once adopted, was pur- 
ſued in every freſh ſubſidy which had been granted for the payment of the intereſt of the ſeve - 
ral loans which were raiſed from time to time. In ſome inſtances it had operated by impo- 
ſing additional duties, calculated by a per centage on the duties at preſent paid; in others, it 
laid a further duty on a different denomination of the commodity, either with reſpect to its 
value, its bulk, its weight, or its number; and proceeding gradually in this manner, from 
period to period, it had, at length, by the numerous additions ſo made, and the _— 

| increaſe 
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Inn examining the nature and extent FR inconveniences which arofe from hence to the 
merchants; i appeared, chat almoſt all the additional fubfidies had been apptopriated to ſome 
ſpeciße fund, for the payment of certain ſpeciſie àunuities, and that there muſt, therefore, be 


a ſeparate calculation made at the cuſtom-· houſe for each of the different ſubfidies; and that, 
from the great complexity of the whole ſyſtem, ſcarcely any one metchant could be aequainted, 


by any calculations of his own, with the exact atmdunt of what he Was to pay. It was, at the 
_ * firſt view, perhaps, a ground for aſtotiſhment, that confequences ſerioully bad had not as yet 


reſalted from this evil; but there were two cauſes by which'that circumſtance might be ac- 
counted for. The firſt was, that ſome perſons, emplöyed 1 in the cuſtom-houſe, whoſe whole 
time was dedicated to the bufineſs, and who of courſe were more converſant with it than any 
merchant could be fuppoſed to be, had, for the eaſe and conveniente of the traders and mer- 
chants, arranged a general view of the cuſtoms, in the form of a book of rates, which was, to 
a certain degree, found to be uſeful : but the utility ariſing from ſuch a compilation, could not 
be of any long ſtanding, when it was conſidered that there was, every ſeſſion of Parliament, 
fome alteration or another made in ſeveral of the duties, and each of thoſe alterations, follow- 
ing the old principle, totally unhinged and overturned the uſe of every preceding printed cal- 


culation. But even if this diſadvantage did not attend the cuſtom- houſe officers book of rates, 


it yet tended only to relieve, in a very inconfiderable degree, the grievance complained of; for 
though the calculations contained in the book might have been never ſo accurate, nevertheleſs 
the merchant could not go to the cuſtom-houſe and enter his goods immediately, by paying 
down the ſum; ſtated in the book of rates, but muſt wait, as if ſuch book never exiſted, until 
all the uſual calculations on each ſubfidy had been made,—the ſeveral acts by which ſuch ſub- 
ſidies had been granted having fo directed: and thus, in point of time, nothing was ſaved by 
the merchant, The other cauſe, by which the inconvenience was in ſome degree obviated, 
was one, to which, for many good reaſons, as ſpeedy a conclufion ſhould be made as poffible. 
The officers of the cuſtoms having, from conſtant practice and experience, acquired a greater 
facility in making the neceſſary calculations than the merchant could be ſuppoſed to have done, 


were the only perſons to whom the merchant could apply for affiſtance and direction. Thus 


the merchant was not only in a great degree left at the mercy of the officers, but the officers 


themſelves, who were intended to be a check upon the merchants, were forced to become their 


agents: a proceeding repugnant to every principle of reaſon and policy. Nor were theſe abuſes 


confined to the cuſtoms, they exiſted alſo, though not to the fame extent, in the exciſe, and, in 


a certain degree, in another great branch of the revenue, the ſtamps. . 
The mode, therefore, by which it was now propoſed to remedy this great abuſe was, by 
aboliſhing all the duties which'now ſubſiſted in this confuſed and complex manner, and to 
ſubſtitute in their ſtead one fingle 'duty on each article, amounting as nearly as poffible to the 
aggregate of all the various fubſidies already paid; only in general where a fraction was found 
in any of the ſums, to charge the fraction for the neareſt integral number, uſually taking the 
higher, rather than the lower. To this riſe i in the duties there could be no objection, as it 
would annihilate all the confuſion conſequent on fractions; for although the advance from 


fractions to the integer, would * an increaſe in the revenue to the amount of 20,0001, 
Vor. IV. 4M per 
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|  - a ſubſe of ſuch uni verſul oomplaint, was productive of an itifinity of inconvenience and delay 
om it Was the itrteteſt of the tovhity We af free'as poſſible from alt embirraffinent;—the 


* 


F 


8% 


155 per annum, ſuch an additional burthen would bo moſt amply co 


be ſome diminution of revenue in certain branches of it, where it might be found 
ſubſtitute the lower for the higher integral numbers, inſtead of the fraction. 
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which the merchant would experience from; the whole of the plan. alu bythe gre peed 


* 
The plan not only regarded the convenience of the merchant and 3 | 
houſe, but alſo greatly promoted the revenue itſelf, by freeing it from the cl of th ton. 


_ with which it was loaded, and changing the obſcurity under which it now laboured, to forms 


ſo clear and diſtin, that no miſtake ar error Og take in 

which might be made upon the ſubject. I 1s ws Hd cnn r e .. 
It may not alſo be improper to mention, eee of tha] Cabſidies whichic » was ed 

to aboliſh, were particularly appropriated to the payment of certain.ſpecified annuitants, and 

as ſome of the annuitants were entitled to a valuable priority of payment, it was doubted * 


ther ſuch right of priority might not be infringed, by aboliſhing thoſe funds from-which ſuch 


prior payments were to iſſue, and conſolidating them all into one general maſs... But this 


valuable priority was | guarded from all danger, as the plan would leave it at the option of all 


perſons enjoying ſuch right of e to continue-in n 150 it, or ne it as they 


might think proper. 
This priority of payment aroſe: "a the terms of the l bo 4% which certain.funds 
were raiſed for the payment of the intereſt of ſuch loans, and the ſurpluſſes of thoſe funds to go 


to the aggregate fund, out of which aggregate fund other annuities were to be paid. The. right 


of priority, therefore, might as well be maintained by paying them all out of one general fund, 

as by paying, firſt, one ſet of annuitants out of ſeveral funds, and the remaining annuitants 
out of the ſurpluſſes of thoſe funds; provided that, out of that general fund, the firſt payments 
are actually made to thoſe annuitants entitled to that priority. By ſuch an arrangement, no 
injury could poſſibly ariſe to the public credit, and no real benefit reſulted to thoſe who. en- 
joyed the right of prior payment, the reſources of the country being equally bound for the 


payment of the whole, and the payments already made to the annuitants were not paid out of 


the reſpective funds appropriated to the different annuities, but the whole of that buſineſs is 
conducted at the Bank, nearly in the ſame manner. as it would oy when.the We the revenue 


was conſolidated into one general fund. 


The ſtate certainly has a right, conſiſtent with. its good faith e to its ib "ag to * ſuch 
alterations in the nature of its ſecurities, as it ſhould ſee to be convenient and neceſſary; pro- 
vided that, in every ſuch alteration, it takes care to ſubſtitute fuch a ſecurity, which ſhould be 
ſubſtantially equivalent to that which was ſo changed. There could, therefore, be no objec- 
tion, on the ground of public faith, to the ſyſtem which was now propoſed, as not only all the 
funds then. couſolidated were to become chargeable with the public debt, but that every ather 
reſource of the country, of every deſcription whatever, ſhould be collateral ſecurity for the 
payment of thoſe. debts ; even the aids of the current year. But notwithſtanding the un- 
doubted right of the legiſlature to change the mode of its own ſecurities, it certainly ought not 
to be done, if it could be poſſibly avoided, without the conſent of the ſeveral creditors, which, 
indeed, it has been. the conſtant practice of Parliament to take, whenever it proceeded upon 
any ſuch meaſure. In the preſent caſe; the conſent was to be taken by allowing a proper time 
for the public creditors to make their objections, and, if in that time none were made, to con- 


ſtrue their ſilence into acquieſcence. As to the funds, it did not appear that any of them could 


poſhbly be affected in any diſadvantageous manner, by the new modification. Such appear to 


have 


or r ORTOTN: or n e. 643 


05 have been the a on. which the Chaneellor of the Exchequer made a motion den pe 


minary reſolntion to the following purport : That all duties of cuſtoms, exciſe, and certain 


Auties offtawps, do ceaſe and determine, and that other duties be ſubſtituted in their ſtead. 


Ia the motion were inalnded certain Nene a w 18 Wen n. * eyder, 
* e e ods eth 
Ie introduction of Aena eee eee The eh ae. ſo olainly advan- 


* tageous as to command the concutrence af every deſcription of Members in the Houſe of Com- 


mons. The only reſolutien in the Committee of the whole Houſe appointed to take into con- 
ſideration the conſolidation of the cuſtoms, that occaſioned any debate, was moved by Mr. 
Pitt on the thirteenth of March, and had for its object the reduction of the duties upon bran- 
dies to the rate of ſive ſhillings per gallon. This, as the Miniſter obſerved,. was two ſhillings 
lower than the ſtandard provided for by the treaty; and he reſted the policy of the meaſure on 
its tendency to counteract and ovetrthrow the contraband trade. The difference between the 
quantity of brandy ſmuggled, and that which had been legally imported was prodigious ; the 
former amounting to about 4,000,000 of gallons, while the latter did not exceed 6 or 100,000, 
If, indeed, the whole of the intended reduction of duty were to operate as an uncompenſated 
reduction upon the revenue, the loſs would, indeed, amount to the ſum of 200, oool. per 
annum: but an increaſed importation of 800, ooo gallons, deducted from the 4,000,000, at 
this time illegally imported, would form a ſuſſicient compenſation, — and there was every reaſon 
to expect much more. Samples of the different ſorts of brandy, collected at the places of im- 
portation, with an account of their-firſt eoſt; and theſe ſamples having been expreſsly examin- 
ed by very principal merchants, it was their opinion that, in almoſt every different ſort, the 
fair trader, under the propoſed reduction, would be abſolutely able to underſell the ſmuggler. 
An additional regulation was alſo-propoſed to be adopted, which would ſecure a confiderable 
part of the neceſſary compenſation, and not leave the whole to an unavoidable riſk; it would 
alſo operate as an anſwer'to another, objectionable conſequence, the introducing a more ex- 
tended uſe of ſpirituous liquors among the common people, and this was—to raiſe the price of 
licences to the retailers of ſuch liquors. In anſwer to thoſe obſervations it was ſaid, that fatal 
conſequences would reſult from the propoſed regulation to the importation of rum from the 
Weſt India Iſlands, and that, according to the unanimous opinion of a large body of planters 
and merchants, our rums would not be able to ſtand a competition with the brandies, and muſt 
be totally driven out of the market. It was alſo lamented, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
bad not been able to obtain the accounts of the quantity of brandy ſmuggled into this country, 
before the concluſion. of the treaty, as it was ſuggeſted. that France would certainly have given 
an equivalent for the beneſit of having her brandies imported into Great Britain at ſo low a 
duty. This reſolution, however, like all the others in the ors of waer was car- 
ried without a diviſion. | wy 
Mr. Pitt having moved for 1 to Chia ina a bill, . to ho reſolutions ht to the 
French treaty and the conſolidated duties, Sir Grey Cooper objected. to the propoſition. He 
ſaid, that if it had not been for the fortuitous and ſingular circumſtances in the ſame ſeſſion, 
and almoſt at the ſame time, when a great innovation in the commerce of the kingdom was 
propoſed, the bill, which had long been in contemplation for ſimplifying the duties of cuſtoms, 
had been brought forward, there muſt neceſſarily have been a ſeparate and diſtin& bill far ren- 
dering effeual the tariff of the French treaty: for this and other reaſons, he ſuggeſted an 
amendment to Mr, Pitt's motion, which was to inſert the words, a Toll or bills,” and a mo- 
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tion in the duties on French 
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motion, ſince, if the plans were introduced ſeparmely;” one ef to things waſh With the- 
either the treat muſt have the priority, and, in tliat caſe, 

paying the intereſt of the public debt, without the introduction of an i 8 — * | 
ſequence, the funds muſt be diminiſhed; or, on the other hand, the ol of 2 
be firſt carried into execution, and the duties on French commodities muſt neceſſarilv he 


| on muſt 
| lated before the neceſffity of fuck regulations had been recognize de regu 


amendment was loft on a diviſion:n 90h ahi eee 

Another point was ſtrongly and repeatedly urged by Sir Grey Cooper, though it was not ſo- 
generally eſpouſed : this was the conſideration, that though the committee for forming theſe. 
reſolutions had received no inſtruction but the general one, for confidering ſo much of the 
King's ſpecch as related to the ſimplifying the public accounts, yet, in reality, they had im- 


4 - 
* 4 # * # 9 9 
5 (23 46" 4 


poſed new taxes by more tlian 100 reſolutions upon timber for ſhip-building, deals, battens 


and ſtaves; and they had even been made the vehiele for reducing the duty on Portugal wine.” 
He therefore moved, that the reſolutions be recommitted, and that fuitable inſtructions be 
given to the committee for their adoption, The Chancellor of the Exchequer afferted; that it 
was abſurd to imagine, that the reſolution which had led to the forming of the committee; had 
intended nothing more than a ſimplification of the cuſtoms, by advancing the amount of the 
ſeveral duties, in which. there appeared fractional numbers, ſince this alone, inſtead of fimpli- 
fying, would have proved the means of additional confuſion in the tranſactions of the revenue. 
This motion was alſo negati ved. e ee e eee nen en e 

In one of the later ſtages of the bill, the queſtion was taken up reſpecting thi duty on French 
lawns: when it was aſſerted, that foreign thread and bone lace might be imported on a duty of 
178. 7d. per dozen yards, which, on laces of ad. or 2d; a yard, (the anly thread laces imported 
in any quantity) was equivalent to a prohibition; conſequently no duty on them was collect- 
ed, and the whole was ſmuggled. As to the valuable thread laces, ſuch as point, &c. the ſame 
duty erred on the other ſide, being totally diſproportionate to the value. With reſpect to foreign 
ſilk laces, they were abſolutely prohibited, and could not be imported from any nation what - 
ever. Theſe filk laces, it was ſaid, made ſeven - tenths, at leaſt, ofthe conſumption of the Bri-- 
tiſh dominions in that article to the amount of 300,000t. per annum, and that the duty loſt to 
our revenue, was given to the French ſmugglers. To theſe objections the Miniſter replied, . 
that he was thoroughly grounded in his opinion, that the principle of the tax on lace, was dif- 
ferent from that which had been voted upon cambric; for, in fact, this laſt Was calculated upon 
the price and not upon the value, exactly in the ſame manner as the tax upon French lace,—- 
He admitted that the difference between the value of the ſeveral forts of laces was greater than 
that between the various ſorts of cambrics, ſo that the proportion of duty paid by the higher 
priced laces, was lower in compariſon with that paid by the inferior kinds, than the ſame pro- 
portion in the article of cambrics ; but ſtill it was evident, that the principle of both the taxes 
was the ſame, and it had been a practice, followed in many taxes, to impoſe them on the quan- 
tity inſtead of the value of the article. Whether the tax upon lace was or was not impoſed in 
the moſt prudent and politic mode, was a ſubject for ſeparate diſcuſſion, The aſſertion, that 
French lace {till continued to be prohibited, was a miſtake-in point of fact; for it was provided 
for in the treaty, that all articles not enumerated in the tariff ſRould be imported from France 
into this country, as from the moſt favoured” nation. The conſequence” of which was, w_ 
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_ expedients for diminiſhing the preſent evil. 


1987 nete h not being included in the tariff; was tis longer ſubje&t to the prohfbition. Thee dbfer- 


vations could only apply to thread lace, for as to ſilk Ines, every ſort" and d.feription of it ſtill 
continued actually and expreſsly prohibited by the treaty. But if it ſhould be found expedient 


(IF 5 


at any future perzod, there was not any thing in the treaty which' could; in: any degres, prevent 


their being admitted hereafter under any duty which might be thought advifeable. 


The conſolidation act did not paſs the Houſe of Lotds without exciting: Tome : dppotition, but 
it was not ſufficient to prevent its finally reaching the thronme. 

The laws of impriſonment for debt have long been acknowledged to be A diſgrace 1 to the le- 
giſlative code of this country. As it very ſeldom happens, that an error which has.c crept into 
any government, is immediately remedied, - tlie introduction of a permanent improvement in 
our laws upon this ſubject has long been procraſtinated, and reſort has been had to various 
One of theſe expedients has been what are called 
Acts of Grace, originating in the clemency of the ſovereign on his acceſſion to the throne — 4a 
ſecond expedient has been what is denominated the Lords Act, which is a kind of ' 4000p 
law, provided for the compounding the affairs of debtors whoſe debts do not exceed 200l. : 
farther expedient is, that of Acts of Inſolvency, which have been uſually paſfed at. periods of 
various diſtance, when the priſons. of the kingdom have been fo full, as to + ſuppoſed to render 
them abſolutely neceſfary. 

The laſt inſolvent act was octafioned by the riots in 1780, and in cla faccelithe years at- 
tempts have been made, but in vain, to clear the priſons by the ſame means. In this year a 


1 


bill of a fimilar nature was introduced into Parliament, paſſed the Houſe of Commons, and 
was read a ſecond time in the Houſe of Lords on the 22d of May. The Dukeè of Norfolk 


ſtated, on the occaſion, that there were above 3,000 debtors confined in the different priſons of 
the kingdom, the loſs: of whoſe labour was a material injury to the public. The object of the 
bill, his Grace added, was to ſet the unfortunate, and not the fraudulent, debtors at liberty ; , 
the bill, therefore, contained ſeveral reſtraining clauſes for the prevention of fraud and impo- 
fition ; but if any further reſtraints ſhould be thought neceſſary, they might be added, and the . 
bill thereby ſo modified as to anſwer theſe purpoſes which were the real object of it. 
Lord Rawdon urged in favour of the bill, that originally ſo much attention had been given · 


to the uſefulneſs of each individual to his family and the. public, that whenever his property 


was ſeized, his utenfils of agriculture were deemed unattachable. The. proceeding by diſtraint 


was the firſt proceſs, and that was multiplied till all the property of the debtor was ſeized. — 
Afterwards, the apprehending the perſon of the debtor, in order to oblige him to give an ac- 
count of his effects, was added; but i it was not till the time of Charles the Second that, in con- 


ſequence of the altoration of tenures, the preſent mode of retaining the debtor in priſon for a 
long and uncertain period, at the ſole mercy of his creditor, was added. 


The Lord Chancellor Thurlow, .by whoſe interpoſition the bill had been rejected in ſeveral 


preceding inſtances, delivered his ſentiments in a very full and explicit manner, and as it is an 


opinion proceeding from ſuch high authority, we ſhall give the ſubflance of it. 

His lordſhip entered at large into the argument of the inexpediency of acts of inſolvency, as 
well as the manifeſt injuſtice of bieaking in upon that power of coercion, of payment, with 
which the law of this country had armed the. creditor for the ſecurity of his property, The 
general idea, that humanity required the intervention of the legiſlature between the debtor and 
the creditor, was a falſe notion, founded in error, and dangerous in practice. He who had 


frequent opportunities of knowing and witneſling the temper of creditors, ſeldom found cauſe 
D by of 
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2787 of complaint on. the ground. of their ſeveri ; on the contrary, 
ma collective body of credjtors who daily 2 before led or Te ke baby apa Sock. of 
arm, and 
8 . abundant, In aid of lis own obſervation, he. mentioned a great law authority for declari 
A js iat ſot every twenty debtors there ſcarcely appeared in the courts of law one cruel -—— ls 
IT had been ſaid, that the laws reſpecting debtor and creditor, in , meſne Procels, and in A 
- . .cution, ſtood in need of reviſion, with a view to alteration. and amendme 1 xe 
/ . was 
= ſome foundation for the aſſertion, and he ſhould be willing to pay every. poſſible attention ; 
. his power to the conſideration. of ſo weighty and important a ſubjed ; but, in che mean = 
baue earneſtiy reprobated ſuch breaches of faith with creditors as occahional bills of infolvenc f 
0 : With regard to the argument, that there were 3,000 debtors in different gaols, the number 45 
 aQtual priſoners on meſne proceſs, or in execution, was one thing; the number of priſoners 
including their families and attendants, was another; and the number of priſoners on the "ay 
culation of an inſolvent bill, was a third. A much greater evil than the loſs of liberty, was 
the diffipation and corruption that preyailed in all our priſons, and to that object it would be 
5 nruch better to direct the ſpirit of reformation, than to defrauding the creditor of his chance of 
2 recovering his property by letting looſe his debtor, and taking from him the hopes of payment. 
The Lord Chancellor made the diſtinction between debtors in reſpe& to trade, and debtors 
_ of another deſcription. He ſpoke of the ancient notion under which a tradeſman, who could 
1 not pay his debts, was puniſhable ; afterwards, as the principles of trade became better under- 
N ſtood, more enlarged ideas prevailed, and the bankrupt laws were inſtituted for the relief of 
2 thoſe traders who bad, through unforeſeen misfortunes, incurred debts. to a greater amount 
.__ than their capitals and the ſums owing to them would ſatisfy, Theſe laws had ever been a 
1 generous proviſion, as well as a wiſe protection, for caſes.of that deſcription. On the other 
hand, thoſe who ran in debt, knowing that they never ſhould be able to pay, were certainly 
fit ſubjeQs of that ſeverity which the law, as it ſtood, empowered their creditors to exerciſe to- 
_ wards them. The preſent bill. made no fort. of diſtinction between the two deſcriptions, but 
provided equally for the liberation of all debtors of almoſt every deſcription ; and conſequently, 
being indiſcriminate in its object, could not poſſibly be juſt. He ſtated the hiſtory of the 
Lords a&, ſhewing, . that it went on the principle of the Ceſſs Banorum in uſe in Scotland, and 
be drew an argument from thence againſt the propoſed bill of inſolvency, He proceeded : alſo 
to ſtate ſome ideas which he had formed on the alterations that might be defirable in the laws 
of impriſonment in this country, and which had ariſen from communications he had received 
on the ſubject from Mr. Howard, ſo well known for the new path of humanity in which he 
has trod. His lordſhip ſtated, with much approbation, that part of the Scotch law which pu- 
niſhed with more than ordinary ſeverity, thoſe who were concerned i in adviſing a tradeſman to 
fraudulent bankruptcy, and aiding and affiſting him in ſuch an illegal act. Such were the opi- 
nions of the learned Lord on the occaſion, which not only prevailed to the throwing out the Wa 
g pill i in queſtion, but will, in all probability, prevent any e of a fimilar nature from ſuc- 4 
ceeding at any future period. x 7 
With reſpect to the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, little was . in the courſe of the - 
' preſent year. A petition was preſented to the Houſe of Commons on the firſt of February 
from the Britiſh inhabitants of Fort William in Bengal, complaining of the oppreſſive nature 
of Mr. Pitt's Eaſt India bill of 1784, and praying that certain clauſes of that bill might be re- 
pealed. This petition appears to have been a partial buſineſs, and had been figned by the far 


greater part of thoſe whoſe names were annexed to it, from, tre and miſrepreſentation ; 
Nay, | 
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wh ay; ie was poſitively afſerted in the debate on the ſubject, that out of 809 perf Bgning the 

petition, there were 700 ſoldiers with arms in their hands, Counſel, however, were admitted 

on the part of the petitioners ; but Mr. Dempſter having thought proper to poſtpone his mo- 

tion for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the India bills of 1784 and 1786,—0n a 

motion from Mr, Pitt the committee for hearing the Bengal petition was diſſolved. On the 

nineteenth of March, Mr. Dempſter brought qr aha his enen, dur withour bl ſucceſs, —they | 
were negatived by very great majorities. 

In the parliamentary ſeffions of this year, the males againſt Mr. Hiſtings were renewed. 
The charge againſt that gentleman, on the ground of the Rohilla war, received a negative by a 
conſiderable majority, - but an almoſt equal majority confirmed that which reſpected his expul- 
ſion of the Rajah of Benares. In a regular courſe of proceeding, the ſeveral charges reſpecting 
the Nahob of Farruckabad—the contracts—Fizulla Khan—the preſents—the revenues and 
miſdemeanors in Oude were voted. On the 25th of April, it was reported from the committee 
to whom it had been referred to prepare the articles of impeachment, that they had compieated 
ſeveral of them; on the ninth of May this report was taken into conſideration, and on the day 
following it was voted that Mr. Haſtings be impeached, and Mr. Edmund Burke was directed 
to- impeach him at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, which he immediately did with the uſual 
ceremony. On the thirtieth of May, the King put an end to the ſeſſion of Partjament by a 
ſpeech from the throne. He applauded the aſſiduity of Parliament, and thanked them for their 
proofs of affeQion for him, his family and government. He ſpoke of the general tranquillity 
of Europe, and lamented the difſenfions which unhappily prevailed among the States of the 
United Provinces. He reflected with peculiar pleaſure on the meafures they had taken, with 
regard to the reduction of the national debt, the treaty of commerce with the mot Chriſtian 
King, and the ſimplifying the accounts in the various branches of the revenues 
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The follewing Convention between bis Britannic Majeſty and the Mo Chriſtian King, + was 22 at 
Verſailles the 1 5th January in this year. 


In conformity to the 6th and 43d articles of the treaty of Navigation and Commerce, 
figned at Verſailles the 26th of mee ee in * to-<xplaiyand Tonk certain _ 
which had been reſerved. 

Article I. Their Majeſties having ſtipulated, in the 6th article of the ſaid Weary, wIThat--* 
the duties on hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery, and on all other works, both heavy 
and light, of iron, ſteel, copper, and brafs, ſhall be claſſed; and thar the higheſt duty ſhall / 
not exceed ten per cent. ad valorem,” it is agreed, that cabinet ware and turnery, and every 
thing that is included-under ou 2 £5 56 as alſo moufical eqs ard ſhall pay tem 
per cent. ad valor em 

« All articles made of from or ſtitch, pure or-mixed; or worked or mounted with other ſub- 
ſtances, not exceeding in value fixty livres tournois, or fifty ſhillings. per quintal, ſhaHl pay . 
five per cent. ad walorem; and all other wares, as buttons, buckles, knives, ſciſſars, and all 

the different articles included under the-deſcriptior of hardware and cutlery, as alſo all other 
works of iron, ſteel, copper and braſs, pure or mixed, or worked or mounted lee otherfub- | 8 
Rances, ſhall pay ten per cent. ad valorem.” 

Af either of the two ſovereigns ſhould think proper to admit the ſaid articles; or only ſome 
of them, from any other nation, by- reaſon of thoir utifity, at a lower ber the ſubjetts of the 
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1787 ather- ſoxercign ſhall, be allowed 40; participate. in ſuch digninutiong in oder 
Hasen may enjoy in this reſpęct any preference to their diſadyantage... WO ane r- 
. « The works ol. iron. ſteel, copper and braſs. aboye-mentianed, ae not to deunderfeo0 to 


a bs Fe " exrend to bar i iron or pig iron, or in general. to ANSP , Sopper or brafs in the 
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JI. Their Majeſties er alſo Rtigulated, i in the fixth ar cl, * That for "rica 'fe. 


Þ "cg the due collection of the duties payable ad va/orem,: which are ſpecjfied.in, the tariff, they 
means of 


will concert with each other the form of the declarations, to be made, and the proper 
.. preventing fraud with reſpect to the real value, of the goods and merchandizes,” it is agreed 
that each declaration ſhall be given in writing, ſigned by the merchant, owner, er faftor, who 
| * anſwers for the-merchandizes at their entry; which declaration ſhall contain an exact liſt of the 
aid merchandizes, and of their packages, of the marks, numb rs and cyphers, and of the con- 
- tents of each bale or caſe, and ſhall certify that they are of thi growth, produce, or manufac. 
"I i "ow of the kingdom from whence they are imported, and ſhall alſo expreſs. the true and real 
_ value of the ſaid merchandizes, in order that the duties may be paid in conſequence thereof, 
I That the officers of the cuſtom-houſe, where the declaration may be made, ſhall be at liberty 
to make ſuch examination as they :ſhall think proper of the faid merchandizes, upon their 
. : hike landed, nat only for the purpoſe of verifying the facts alledged-in the ſaid declaration, 
that the merchandizes are of the produce of the country therein: mentioned, and that the ſate- 
ment of their value and quantity is exact, but alſo for that of preventing the clandeſtine in- 
traduction of other merchandizes in the ſame bales or caſes: provided nevertheleſs, that ſuch | 
examinations ſhall be made with every poſſible attention to the convenience of the on, and 
to the preſervation. of the ſaid merchandizes. | 7 
Le In caſe the officers of the cuſtoms ſhould not be ſatisfied with the rains made 5 the 
- merchandizes in the ſaid declaration, they ſhall be at liberty, with the conſent of the principal 
© officers of the.cuſtoms at the port, or of ſuch other officer as ſhall be appointed for that pur. 
poſe, to take the ſaid merchandizes according to the valuation made by the declaration, allow- 
ing to the merchant or owner an overplus of ten per gent. and refunding to him the duties he 
may have paid for the ſaid merchandizes, In which cafe, the whole amount ſhall be paid with- 
out delay, by the cuſtom- houſe of the port, if the value of the effects in queſtion ſhall not ex- 
ceed 480 livres-tournais, or 201, EE and within fifteen — at lateſt, if their vatac {hall 
exceed that ſum. _ t 
„ And if doubts ſhould WIRE to ariſe, eicher reſpect ing the Ane ſaid eee 
or the country of which they are the produce, the officers of the cuſtoms at the port ſhall come 
to a determination thereupon, with all poſſible diſpatch, and no greater ſpace of time ſhall be 
employed for that purpoſe, in any caſe, than eight days, in the ports where the officers who 
have the principal direction of the cuſtoms reſide, and * 1120 in x other port what- 
ſoever. ? ? 
It is ſuppoſed and underſtood, thay the W acunitted by'cke dd treaty, ſhall 
be reſpectively of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the nee of the two dN 
in Europe. 

& To oblige the traders to be accurate in the 3 eociink by th bade n as 
alſo to prevent any doubt that might ariſe on that part of the tenth article of the ſaid treaty, 
which provides, that if any of the effects are omitted in the declaration delivered by the maſter 

. | of the mir, they ſhall not be liable to confiſcation, unleſs there be a nn appearance 0 
frau 3 


* 


2 


* 2 —_— 
_ - ny 
FE 


r 
a — — , 7 


——— - 
a+ 
* 3 a 


Gr E — ee 2 er; 
- P - 
* wa" - — — ” .' e 4 Ty -” ” 
P A *, n * — — — 4 — 
1 F = 


* — 22 =» 


— 


b e or THE oi or COMMERCE. I pt 649 


„ 


7787 fraud; it is e that 3 in ſuch caſe, the ſaid effects ſhall be e unlels Caxfaes 


tory proof be given to the officers of the cuſtoms that there was not any intention of fraud. 

III. In order to prevent the introduction of callicoes manufactured in the Eaſt Indies, or 
in other countries, as if they had been manufactured i in the reſpective dominions of the two 
ſovereigns in Europe, it is agreed, that the callicoes manufactured in the ſaid dominions, for 
exportation from one country to the other teſpectively, ſhall have at the two ends of each piece 
a particular mark, woven in the piece, to be ſettled in concert by the two governments; of 
which mark the reſpeQive governments ſhall give nine months previous notice to the manu- 

facturers; and the ſaid mark ſhall be altered from time to time, as the caſe may require. It is 
further agreed, that until the {aid precaution can be put in execution, the ſaid callicoes mutu- 
ally exported, ſhall be accompanied by a certificate of the officers of the cuſtoms, or of ſuch other 
officer as ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe, declaring that they were fabricated in the country 
from whence they were exported, and alſo that they are furniſhed with the marks already pre- 
ſcribed in the reſpective countries, to diſtinguiſh ſuch callicoes from thoſe which come from- 
other countries. | | 

« IV. In ſettling the duties upon cambricks and lawns, it is underſtood that the breadth 
ſhould not exceed, for the cambricks, ſeven-eighths of a yard, Engliſh meaſure, (about three- 
quarters of an ell of France) and for the lawns, one yard and a quarter, Engliſh meaſure (one 
ell of France); and if any ſhall hereafter be made of a greater breadth than what 1 is above men- 
tioned, they ſhall pay a duty of ten per cent ad valorem. 

« U. It is alſo agreed, that the ſtipulations in the eighteenth article of the treaty, ſhall not 
be conſtrued, to derogate from the privileges, regulations, and uſages already eſtabliſhed in the 
cities or ports of the reſpective dominions of the two ſoyereigns : and further, that the twenty- 
fifth article of the ſaid treaty ſhall be conſtrued to relate only to ſhips ſuſpected of carrying, in 
time of war, to the enemies of either of the high contracting parties, any prohibited articles, 
denominated contraband : and the ſaid article is not to hinder the examinations of the officers 
of the cuſtoms, for the purpoſe of preventing illicit trade in the reſpective dominions. 

«© VI. Their Majeſties having ſtipulated, by the forty-third article of the ſaid treaty, that 
the nature and extent of the functions of the conſuls ſhould be determined, * and that a con- 

4 vention relative to this point, ſhoald be concluded immediately after the fignature of the 
6 preſent treaty, of which it ſhould be deemed to conſtitute a part,” it is agreed, that the ſaid 
ulterior convention ſhall be ſettled within the ſpace of two months ; and that, in the mean 
time, the conſuls-general, conſuls, and vice-conſuls, ſhall conform to the uſages which are 
now obſerved relative to the conſulſhip, in the reſpe&ive dominions of the two ſovereigns ; 
and that they ſhall enjoy all the privileges, rights, and immunities belonging to their office, and 
and which are allowed to the conſuls-general, conſuls, and vice-conſuls of. the moſt favoured 
nation. 

* VII. It ſhall be lawful for the ſubjedts of his Britannic Majeſty to proſecute their 8 
in France, for the recovery of debts contracted in the 'dominions of his ſaid Majeſty, or elſe- 
where in Europe, and there to bring actions againſt them, in conformity to the practice of lar 
in uſe in the kingdom: provided that there ſhall be the like uſage in favour of French ſubjeQs 
in the European dominions of his Britannic Majeſty.” &c. &c. 

Difficulties having ariſen in the Eaſt Indies relative to the meaning and extent of the thir- 
teenth article of the treaty of peace, ſigned at Verſailles, September 3, 1783; their Britannic 
and Moſt Chriſtian Majeſties, with a view to remove every cauſe of diſpute between their re- 

Vor, IV. 4 N ſpective 
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1787 ſpective ſubjects i in that part of the 0 thought proper to make the follomin 
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which was ſigned at Verſailles, Auguſt 31, 1787 :— a 3 
' & Article I. His Britannic Majeſty again engages, ** to take fach meaſures as ſhall be in. 
| 1 his power, for ſecuring to the ſubjects of France a ſafe, free, and independent trade, ſuch. 

« as was carried on by the French Eaſt India Company,“ and as it is explained in the fol-. 
Jowing articles, whether they exerciſe it individually, or as a company:“ as well in the Na- 
Ry bobſhip of Arcot, and the countries of Madura and Tanjore, as in the provinces of Bengal, 

Bahar, and Orixa, in the northern Circars, and i in OI in all the Britiſh . N on the 
coaſts of Orixa, Coromandel, and Malabar. 

« TI. In order to prevent all abuſes in the caption of alt, i it is agreed, that the F rench- 
ſhall not import annually into Bengal more than two hundred thouſand maunds of ſalt: the 
ſaid ſalt ſhall be delivered at a place of depoſit appointed for that purpoſe by the government. 
of Bengal, and to officers | of the ſaid government, at the fixed price of one neared and: | 
twenty rupees for every hundred maunds. 

„ III. There ſhall be delivered annually for the French commerce, upon the demand of 
the French agent in Bengal, eighteen thouſand.maunds. of W and Wires hundred cheſts. 
of opium, at the price eſtabliſhed before the late war. 

„IV. The ancient factories, namely, Chandernagore, Coſſi mbuzar, Decca, Jugdea, 
Balaſore, and Patna, with the territories belonging to the ſaid factories, ſhall be under the- 
protection of the French flag, and ſubject to the French jurifdiQtion.. 

« V. France ſhall alſo have poſſeſſion of the ancient houſes of Soopore, 8 Canni- 
cole, Mohumpore, Serampore, and Chittagong; as well as the dependencies on Soopore, . 
viz, Gantjurat, Alſende, Chintzabad, Patorcha, Monepore, and Dolobody ; and ſhall further 
have the faculty of eftabliſhing new houſes of commerce; but none of the ſaid” houſes ſhall 
have any juriſdiction, or any exemption from the. e juſtice of the country exerciſed. 
over Britiſh ſubjects. 

« VI. His Britannic Majeſty engages to take meaſures to ſecure to French ſabjeQs, with- 
out the limits of the ancient factories above-mentioned, an exact and impartial adminiſtration. 
of juſtice in all matters concerning their perſons or properties, or the carrying on their trade, . 
in the ſame manner, and as effectually, as to his own ſubje&s, * 

« VII. All Europeans, as well as natives, againſt whom judicial proceedings ſhall be in- 
 Kituted, within the limits of the ancient factories above-mentioned, for offences committed, ; 
or debts contracted, within the ſaid limits, and who ſhall take refuge out of the ſame, 1hall. 
be delivered up to the chiefs of the ſaid factories; and all Europeans, or others whatſoever, 
againſt whom judicial proceedings ſhall be inſtituted, within the ſaid limits, and who 1hall take 
refuge within the ſame, ſhall be delivered up by the chiefs of the ſaid factories, _ demand 
being made of them by the governor of the country. 

« VIII. All the ſubjects of either nations reſpectively, wha ſhall take refuge within the 
factories of the other, ſhall be delivered up on each fide, upon demand being made of them. 


„IX. The factory of Yanam, with its dependencies, Having, in purſuance of the ſaid Ml 


treaty of peace, been delivered up by Mr. William Hamilton, on the, part of his Britannic 
Majeſty, to Mr. Peter Paul Martin, on the part of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, the reſtitution 
thereof is confirmed by the preſent convention, in the terms of the inſtrument bearing date the 
ſeventh of March, 1785, and ſigned by Meſſ. Hamilton and Martin, &c. &c.“ 
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Weis f the Frenel King's Artet, dated whe 65 of May, ee the nun of E % 
Merchandiær. 


6 The Kia 3 fixed the 10th of this month for the execution of the Treaty. at. Cons ; 


merce concluded with the King of Great Britain, his Majeſty, in order to facilitate the execu- 
tion of this treaty, and the connectioꝑ of commerce which will reſult between the two nations, 
has determined to open particular offices, for the entry of gauzes, callicoes, linen, and,cotton 
cloths, and other merchandizes, which coming from the manufactories of England and other 


parts, are to be admitted to the benefit of the treaty, leaving the forming offices open, which 


anciently ſubſiſted, for the entry of merchandize of the ſame ſpecies, which are brought from 
other countries, and which are to remain ſubjected to the higheſt duties. His Majeſty has 
judged it equally proper, to fix, as nearly as poſſible, the duty by weight on all merchandize 
of an equal valuation, to prevent the arbitrary eſtimation of their value; and, in ſhort, to fix 
to the faid Engliſh ſtuffs and merchandize a particular mark, to avoid all confuſion between 
the ſaid merchandizes, and thoſe. which may be brought into the kingdom to defraud the reve- 
nue, as well as thoſe which may be ſeized and confiſcated, or thoſe which, being foreign cloths, 
are yet ſubje& to the right of circulation, after having paid the rights of entry into the king- 
dom. To provide for all which, the King, being in his Council, hath ordained, and doth 
ordain as follows: 07 

Article I. The goods and Wee of Great Britain, wliich are permitted to be in- 
troduced by the treaty of commerce, concluded between his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and the 
King of Great Britain, are to be admitted, on the 10th of this month, to enter into this king - 
dom by the way or offices of Calais, Boulogne, Havre, Rouen, St. Malo, Nantes, Rochelle, 
Bourdeaux, and Cette, at the riſk of their proprietors or repreſentatives, juſtifying by certifi- 
cates of the judges or officers of the cuſtoms, that the ſaid goods or merchandize are the growth 
er fabric of England; and alſo, that by the letters or charter-parties, they are really imported 
from one of the ports of Great Britain. The certificates which are delivered to prove the 
origin of the cotton manufactured in England; are to mention the marks affixed to the ſame, 
to prevent their being confounded with thoſe fabricated i in the Eaſt Indies, or in other foreign 

Its. | 
"2 IT. The duties ſhall be paid according to the tariff annexed'to this arret, for the cloaths, 
ſtuffs, and hoſiery of wool or cotton; and they ſhall be liquidated and received after the rate of 
the known and true value which other merchandizes may pay, whoſe valuation, either in 
weight or by piece, is not yet determined; the whole conformable to the 6th article of the 
treaty of commerce, and to the 1 article of the convention of the 15th of January laſt, 

III. The declaration of merchandizes which are to be rated, muſt be made in writing, and 
ſigned by the captains of the ſhips, commiſſioners, or merchants; who are to mention the 
quantity, quality, and value of the different ſpecies of merchandize that is contained in each 
bale, cheſt, or caſk. And in caſes where the officers judge that the declarations are under the 
value of the merchandize, they may detain the ſame, on paying to the proprietor the price of 
the ſaid merchandize, agreeable to the value which he has declared, and à tenth upward, con- 
formahle to the 2d article of the convention, dated 15th January laſt. 


- 


„IV. The liſt of merchandizes which are fixed to pay by weight, according to the quan- 


tity of each of their ſpecies, by the treaty of commerce, by the convention of the 1 5th of Janu- 
ary laſt, or by the tariff annexed to the preſent arret, muſt ſpecify their different qualities, and 
mention their weight; and in caſes where they do not ſpecify the different ſorts of merchan- 
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1787 dise ſubjected to different duties, and contained in the ſame cheſts; bales, or 1 


ſhall be paid for * at the 3 rate that any ſuch part of the laid merchandize mall be hey 
ſubject to. 


« V. The cloths or ſtuffs of Wesen or cotton, the cots of hemp or — 5 and 8 gauzes 
made of ſilk, are to receive on each piece, at one of the firſt offices deſeribed in the iſt article 
of this arret, orat the cuſtom-houſe of Paris, a leaden mark, bearing on one fide theſe words, 
« ſtuffs or foreign cloths,”” and on the other fide, the name of thetown where the mark ſhall 
have been fixed. 

„ VI. The merchandizes, which in particular MENTAF CFR have nat received the marks. 
above-mentioned, muſt be ſent to the firſt 9 on the frontier, under the n ſeal. of the- 
farmers, to be properly cleared, 

« VII. The cloths and ſtuffs of wool and eaten, which are not eden be of the eſta... 
bliſhed manufactories in the ſtates of his Britannic Majeſty in Europe, are to continue ſubject 
to the ſame duties as fixed by the arret of the 3d of July 1762, for the woollen manufactories; 


by thoſe of the ad of May, 1773, for the cotton manufactories; by thoſe of the 28th of Oc- 


tober, 1781, for the hoſiery manufactories; and to continue to ſubmit to the payment of ten 
ſous per livre on the ſaid articles, and are only to. be permitted to enter by the way of. Calais, 
or St. Valery, conformable to the ſaid-arrets. 

„VIII. The ſtuffs and hofiery of woollen, the velvets and Ruff of cotton, and the gauzes 


which do not bear the marks of the national fabric, or of thoſe preſcribed in the th article of | ; 5 


this arret; or by the ancient arrets and regulations for foreign merchandize, are to be account. 
ed prohibited, and as ſuch are to be ſeized by the Farmers General, who: are to proceed to con- 
fiſcation of them in the uſual manner. | 
"s 66 (Signed), 
6% LR CoMTE DE MonTMorin,” 


TARIFF of the Duties to be paid conformable to the firſt Article of the above Arret, on the 
Merchandizes hereafter named, in execution of the Treaty of Commerce concluded between 
France and England. 


Valu Bag Tmpoſitions a- Quota Additional Durcy Total of the Duty 
' DENOMINAT IONS. pee greed upon by gt the| on the Cottons,| to be paid per 
| *_ | the Treaty. | Duty.\ Iron and Beer. 3 
Cotton St uffs. | Livres. "(Livres | Livres, © Livres.. 

_ Muſlinets, — 2000 240 30 270 
Fine white cloth, < ww 1500 | | / 180 | 30 9 210 
Dimities, ſattinet, velveret ſtriped LS — ! 

or ribbed, dimities knit ribbed, | x000 120 30 150 

Woollen Stuffs. | 8 12 per cent. | 

Kerſimere, or ſhalloon, 2000 240 | Nothing. 240: 
Serge of ſattin, or ſattin turk „ſaga- - @ | | N 

tis ecrue, ſtriped flannels, 1350 4162 Nothing. | 162 
Tammies, or coarſe ſtuffs, ever- | | 

laſtings, flannels, plain worſted | 25 

ſtockings, and merchandize of | | | | ** 

the ſame nature, — 800 J 96 . Nothing. 5 96 


0 


N. B. Goods at per Quintal. | 
| Particulars 
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| besen of the? Taue or Rates of the Stamp Duty i in France. l 
© — ADMIRALTY, ' / / Price of Stamps. 


For all orders and permiſſions granted by the Lord High Admiral, or his 
officers, and other matters concerning his juriſdiction; excepting ſuch as 


are expedited gratis, and theſe only extending to all poſt- regulations and the 


unballaſting of ſhips, — 1 — _ 1 livre. 
For every bill of lading, — — — z ſous. 
For ſtatement of the crews delivered in by the commiſſioners, 10 ditto. 
, 275 Pore. 
Letters of ſtate, reſpites, and ſuperſedings for debtors, each — 10 ditto, 
For n granted to leave the kingdom, each _ 244 ditto. 
LAW. 


For every brief, conſultation, and other printed papers, referring to ac- 

tions at law, or to any object whatever, as well as for the proofs thereunto 

annexed, for each printed ſheet. of four pages in quarto, — 1 liard, (farching). 
For the ſame in folio, — — — — 2 ditto. 


Petitions and memorials addreſſed to the Council, &c. according to the 
ſize of the paper.. 


TRADE. 


For each and every bill of exchange, draft, or reſcription, both to order. 
and at a date; alſo drafts on bankers, even ſuch as come from abroad, up 


to two thouſand livres, — — — — 15 ſous. 
If exceeding the aforefaid ſum, to any amount, — — 30 ditto, 
For every receipt in full for any ſum above twenty-four livres, without 
exception of any perſon,. — — — — 5 ditto. 
For goods ſold by auction above the aforeſaid ſum up to 1000 livres, 10 ditto, 
From one to two thouſand, _ _ _ I livre. 
From two to four, — — — — 2 ditto. 
And from four to any ſum, — — — 3 ditto. 


N. B. The creditor to bear the expence of the ſtamps. 

For all private ſignature leaſe indentures, contracts, bargains, navy, and 
other inſurance bills of lading by land or water, accounts kept by mer- 
chants, change brokers, accounts of interchange of goods, balances ſtruck. 
and ſettled with bankers, bills of ſhipping either directly or by commiſſion, 
accounts of guardianſhip, whether brought in by private perſons, corpora- 
tions, or other collective bodies, certificates, bills delivered by tradeſmen, 
artificers and others; and finally, all written private acts, be the perſons 
who they may, without exception, for every ſheet, half-ſheet, quarter- 


ſheet, never exceeding the dimenſions now in uſe, — — FE ſous. 
For each certify ing ticket to be left at the turnpikes, — 2 ditto. 
For every acknowledgment, receipt, or diſcharge from the ment de pieti, 
or public pawn,. — — _ — 5 ditto. 
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1787 The following is an accurate acconnt of Britiſh and Triſh manufackures and produce, K. 
dd outward at the port of London for France, for one week preceding the 2 5th of Aug 1 
TLhirty-two piecgs of ſine broad cloth, 35 ditto of ſecond cloth, 1650 ditto of worſled Gm | 
1400 yards of flannel, 280 double pieces of baize, 1837 ſingle pieces of baize, 400 dozen 1 
worſted hoſe, 400 pair of blankets, io pieces of kerſeymete, 150 tons weight of haberg: We 
12) pounds weight of manufactured filk in gauze, 4 pounds weight of ſilk, in l "ſy 
173 pieces of Britiſh linen, 100 pounds weight of wrought leather, 54 tons 1 cwt. of wrought 
iron, 11 tons 11 cwt. of wrenght copper and plate, 5;0 ditto of pewter, 200.0unces of wrought | 
filver plate, 226,000 pieces of glaſs and earthen ware, 20 tons of ſtrong beer, 200 ct We. 
fined ſugar, 16 coaches and chariots, 40 tons of Britiſh train oil, 5 tons of hops, 60 cwt. of 
allum, 88 tons of lead, and 5 ewt. of litharge of lead: with bath coating, blanketin 8. rugs 
Iriſh linens; thread and cotton hoſe, worſted waiſteoat and breeches pieces, Mancheſter Sons 
velyerets and muſlins, millinery, ſadlery, ſtationary, upholſtery, houſhold furniture, turne ; 
tin ware; muſical and mathematical inſtruments ; the value of which goods being nc 
about 24,000l, - Wor ere Bin io. ee 
As it may with propriety be objected to the foregoing ſtatement, that although goods to the 
above amount have been entered for exportation to France, yet merchants frequently enter 
larger quantities than are actually ſhipped, and a deduction ought therefore to be made from 
what appears on the entry: we will readily admit the fact, and deduct on that account one- 
third, which will certainly amount to more than what 1s termed the ſhort ſhipping ; this will 
reduce the value of the merchandize really exported to 16,0001. _ 
An account of the French manufactures and produce imported at the port of London during 


the ſame period. | | 

Twenty-one tons 58 gallons of wine, 9025 gallons of brandy, 410 pieces of cambrics, 261 
kid-ſkins, dreſſed, 1666 pieces of glaſs, 285 pounds of verdigreaſe, 4 gallons 1 quart of cordial ' 
water, 6 cwt, 1 qr, 151b. of hard ſoap, 4 marble figures, 1 clock, 3 glaſs ſhades, 30 pieces of 
earthen ware, 1 violin, 1 chip hat, 5 whiſtles, 2 caps, 221bs. of bound books; with cock-tail 
feathers, artificial flowers, minerals, and hoſiery; the whole amounting to about 3oool, 

Which eſtimate leaves a balance of trade in favour of Great Britain of 13,0001. 

The following ſtatement of the competition at this time exiſting between the calico and 
muſlin manufactures of Great Britain, and thoſe of the Eaſt India Company, will afford a very 
ſatisfactory inſight into the trade of thoſe important articles. wh 

The facilities which the manufacturers of Great Britain had ſuddenly acquired, and the im- 
menſe capitals which they have To recently laid out in expenſive machinery, and great and 
heavy eſtabliſhments for carrying on the cotton trade, are unparalleled in the annals 
of the world. One hundred and forty-three cotton mills are now built and in progreſs 

Sa in Great Britain, of which nearly two-thirds have been erected within theſe five years. Be- 
ſides theſe, there are above 20500 hand-mills or jennies for ſpinning the ſhute for the twiſted 


yarn ſpun by the water mills, | | 
Above a million of money was, within this time, ſunk in mills, hand engines, and other 


| machines, including the grounds and neceſſary buildings, | Lt. 5. 4. 

- 8 Expence of water mills, 5 8 — — 75,0 0 0 
Ditto of hand jennies, houſes, buildings, and auxiliary machinery, ſup- 

poſed at leaſt, — — — — = 285.000 0 0 

| | Total, 1,000,000 0 © 


A power 
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1787 © A power:is alſo created of working nearly two million of ſpindles ; as men, women, and 


children are trained and training to this buſineſs, capable of carrying the cotton manufacture 
almoſt to any extent. The power of ſpindles now N of bein 8 worked is eſtimated as l 


follows: | N A | 
In the water-mills, EE to One © fe a ge en Ä 286,000 


— 9 k * Fr —_ bi 


Total ſpindles, _ 1,951,100 


In the branches applicable to muſlin and calico, it is calculated that employment is given to 
100,000 men and women, and at leaſt 50, ooo children; many of the, latter having been taken 
from different pariſhes and hoſpitals in Great Britain: . | 

The quantity of the raw material of cotton wool conſumed i in this manufacture, which did 
not amount to 6, ooo, ooolb. in 1781, and was only about 11,000,000lb. four years ago, now ex- 
tends to the enormous height of 22,000,000lb.. and upwards; and the aſtoniſhing rapidity of 
this increaſe, is in ſome meaſure to be attributed to the. extenſion. of theſe branches to the 
goods of India, particularly the calicoes and muſlins: . 

Britiſh calicoes were firſt made-in Lancaſhire about 'the year- 1772, but the progreſs was ſlow 
till within theſe laſt ten years: the quantity manufactured has ſince extended from about 
50,000 to 1,000,000 of. pieces now made in the courſe of a fingle year. 

Britiſh muſlins were not ſucceſsfully introduced until the year 1781, and were actied to no 
great extent until 1785. fince which period the. progreſs has been rapid beyond - all example. 
The acquiſition of cotton wool, of a ſuperior quality, from Demerara and the Brazils, and the 
improvements made in.the ſpinning fine yarns upon the mule jennies, have giyen a ſpring to 
this branch of the cotton wanufactory, which has extended it beyond what it was poſſible to 
have conceived. Above half a million pieces of muſlin of different kinds, including ſhawls and 
handkerchiefs, are now ſuppoſed to be annually made in-Great Britain, and the quantity not 
only increaſes daily with the new acceſſion of powers that are burſting forth upon the country, 
but the quality is exceedingly improved ; and ſince a yearly ſupply of about 300 bales of Eaſt 
India cotton has been obtained by the way of Oſtend, yarns have been ſpun, and muſlins have 
been wove, equal to any from India; ſo that nothing is wanting but a fine raw material to en- 
able the Britiſh manufacturer to carry this branch to the greateſt extent; and, of all others, it 
is that ſpecies of cotton goods-which deſerves moſt to be encouraged, becauſe of the immenſe 
return it makes for labour more than any other branch of the cotton manufactory. Eaſt India 
cotton wool has been ſpun. into,one pound. of yarn worth five guineas, and when wove into 
muſlin, and afterwards ornamented by children in the tambour, has extended to the value of 
fifteen pounds; yielding a return of 5,900 per cent. on the raw material. | 

Such is the ſtate of the Britiſh cotton manufactory at this period, . With eſtabliſhments and 
mechanical powers-capable of bringing forward immenſe quantities of goods into the con- 
ſumption, this manufacture is choaked, as it were, in a moment, by a great and ſudden re- 
auction of the prices of Eaſt India goods of the ſame ſpecies, which have been recently ſold 
above 20 per cent. on an average, under the loweſt prices at which the Britiſh manufacturer 
can afford-to ſell without loſs. The quantity ſold at the India Houſe in this year, exceeds the 
average of the preceding ſeven years, no leſs than. 324,852 pieces. The total quantity fold 


in 


6 56 | 
4 D. | 9 * 
1787 in 1773 by the Eaſt India Co 


nufactures, and will continue to do ſo while they preſs goods upon the market at 
have no relation to the original coſt, and under circumſtances where the juſt laws 


' $786 and 1785, 112 veſſels; the Britiſh entries alone have encreaſed nine. 


* 


AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDVertion : 


mpany, extended only to 791,646 pieces of e EY 
nankeens. 0 D e | | 6 5 nns and 


Such a conduct in the Company muſt operate to the very great prejudice of 1. Britiſh ma- 
a- 
prices which 


f | y of competi— 
tion cannot operate, and where every idea of protecting duties is annihilated in peti 


the general ſyſtem. It appears therefore, unleſs ſome relief is given, perhaps pra of 
one-half of the preſent mechanical powers now in action mult ceaſe working about 70 = = 
mills, worth at leaſt 350,000l.; 10,000' jennies, worth 90,0001, ; and buildings . 
180,000]. ; the whole value of which, atleaſt 500, oo. would be Joſt and become u es at 
The revenue ariſing from the operation of ſo great a ſyſtem, muſt ceaſe alſo to be produttive- 


2 valuable branch of trade, acquired at fo much expence and induſtry, muſt be loſt to the coun 


wy *the conſumption of the raw material muſt rapidly diminiſh, to the great injury of th 
Weſt India iſlands, and the returns from the labour of the people, to an immenſe 8 


d OS extent int 
very productive article of muſlins, muſt be annihilated. in the 


The ſtate of the raw materials, and the progreſſive and aſtoniſhing increaſe of this TY 
ture, will be beſt explained by what follows: 


Cotton Wool uſed in the Manufatfture, Suppoſed Value tuben n 


. 


| Pounds Weight. L. 
1781, — 5,101,920 — 2, ooo, ooo 
1782, — 11, 206, 810 | 3 3,900,000 
1 783. 9 9, 546, 1 79 — 3,200,000 
1784, — 11, 280, 238 — 3,950,000 
1785, 1 1 7,992,888 K K 6,000,000 
1786, 3 19,151,867 „ 6,500,000 - 
1787, ARS 22,000,000 — 7,500,000 
The following is a correct liſt of ſhipping which arrived at Liſbon during the preſent year: 
Engliſh, . Imperial, — 5 
French, — 128 Malteſe, — _ 6 
Dutch, —— — 72 Neapolitan, — 2 
Swedes, — 69 Hamburghers, — 13 
Danes, — 54 Tuſcan, — I 
Americans, — 33 Bremen, — 1 
Spaniards, — 23 | Dantzic, — 1 1 
Raguſians, — — 14 Portugueſe, — 2300 
Venetians, — 6 N | | 


The following is a copy of the port entries at Malaga, from the iſt of January, to the 31ſt 
of December, 1787, of merchant ſhips of different nations. | | 


Spaniſh, * 1469 Portugueſe, — 5 
French, 88 8 99 re Imperial, — 28 
Swediſh, — 76 | From Raguſa, — 42 
Daniſh, _ „ 7 Jeruſalem, — I 
Dutch, — 24 Britiſh, - — 187 
Venetian, — 16 


The difference between this and the year 1786, is a decreaſe of 197 large ſhips, and between 


It 
2 
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555 It appears from the St. Peterſburgh liſt of goods exported in this year, that chere have been 
334 Britiſh ſhips, the cargoes of which conſiſted of x, 586,088 pods, or 2 5.176 tons, of 1 iron; 
1,050,222 pods of hemp; 359,303 pods of flax, and 1,352,925 pieces of deal. 
Of the above number there were 121 ſhips ſailed for the port of London, for Hull 63, 
Liverpool 26, Briſtol 12, Newcaftle 6, Whitchaven 3, Cheſter 2, Lancaſter 2, Leith 33» 


Dundee 16, Grangemouth 13, Borrowſtowneſs 3, Arbroath 3, Aberdeen 3, Greenock 13, 
Glaſgow 1, Dublin 11, Cork 6, Newry 5, and Londonderry 3. 


Import of iron, hemp and flax to the following places : 
* 


Tron Pods. Hemp Pods. Flax Pods. 
Liverpool — 54,906 —— 78,21 5 — 26,183 
Newcaſtle, — 13,411 — 34,890 — 4,719 
Whitehaven, —— 8,694 — 17,456 — 3,281 
Cheſter, x r Wes 4,292 — | ' | 583 | — 4.704 
Lancaſter, — 1,892 — 525 — 1,261 
Kirkham, — 3-754 2,330 — 9760 
The following is communicated to us as an authentic eſtimate of the French Levant trade 
at this period. Livres, 
Merchandize exported to Conſtantinople, calculated at _ 4,000,000 
L — Salonica, f — — — 2, 300, ooo 
— ä — Morea, _ — — 250,000 
— — Candia, — — — 250,000 
— —— Smyrna, — — — 6, ooo, ooo 
— — Syria, — — — 5,000,000 
a = Egypt, — — — m — 3,000,000 
— — —— — . — — — I, 500,000 
, Total, 22,300,000 
To which is to be added for caravans, — — 150, ooo 
For ſmuggled goods, at leaſt, 3 5 I, 550,000 
Making the whole exportation, — 5 — 24, 000, oo0 
Merchandize imported from Conſtantinople, calculated at — 1,000,000 
_ — — Salonica, — 1 — 3, 500, ooo 
— — —— - Morea, — — — I, O00, oo0 
— — Candia, — — == 1,000,000 
— nn et Rn rn nn Smyrna, — — — _— 8,000,000 
. —— 8 Syria, wh — n, 6,000,000 
3 8 THEE Egypt, — —— — 3, $00,000 
—— Þarbary, — — * 2, ooo, ooo 
Making the whole importation pe _ — 26, ooo, ooo 


The number of veſſels which have been employed in the whale fiſhery to Davis's Streights 
and the Greenland Seas, in the preſent year, amounted to 217, and their cargoes conſiſted of 
8,884 tons, I cwt. 19 lbs. clean oil; 7, 874 tons, 1cwt. 2 lbs. whale fins; and 26,830 ſeal ſkins. 

It is remarkable, that though the bounty was reduced this year from 408. to 308. per ton, 


there ſhould be ſo great an encreaſe in the ſhips employed in this fiſhery. 
Ver. IV. 4 O | | An 
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AN HISTORICAL AND enxowotoctcar DEBVETION 


8 
1787 An Account of Oil, Whale Fins, and Seals Skins, difticgulthitis each, which here 
ported from the Southern Whale an ok to England, "Caring the” "TIRE 158 55 1786 4 * 
diſtinguiſhing cach an | e. 
Orr, I Wikis Fre: SAL "EY 
Years. | Tuns. H. . „ | Why Num bY : 
1785, d „ . 
1786, „ s VI . . 
1787, 2,181 8 „389 2 10 8 14.280 


There were not any of the above- mentioned articles imported i into Scotland from the South 


ern Whale * during the three years. 


An Eſtimate of the Val ue of Woollens 3 for every Vear, from the beginning of 
1781 to the end of the Year 1787. | | 


Tears. | E; gland. "Aland, Great Britain, 
5 n . 5. d. £: "FF 
1781, 2,803,757 2 10 41,597 10 4 2,845,264 13 
1782, 3,003, 415 14 11 49.368 3 5 3:052,783 18 4 
1783, 3.39224 6 7 68,828 13 3 3,460,052 19 10 
1784, 3,316,360 0 6 79,5857 10 0 3,395,917 10 6 
1785, 3825,943 © 10 65,37 2 5 3·892,319 3 3 
1786, 3,429,858 9 7 83,041 12 3 3,512,847 1 10 
1787, 3,610,770 128 77,024 19 6 3-087,795 12 2 


An Eſtimate of the Groſs Receipt in Money and Bonds, the neat Produce, and Payments 
into the Exchequer, of the Revenue of Cuſtoms in England, for two years, up to the 5th of 
January, 1788. | | 


Years, | Greſs Receipt. | Neat Produce. Payments. 

| 3 „ 3 ˙ oP 
1786, 7,589,817 5 6 6 434.597 8 7 3.985,732 15 10 
1787, 6,511,245 © © 2,808,211 o o 3-578,350 10 24 


In our general hiſtory of the Commerce of this country, there are ſome of its branches, 


which, from their importance and extent, deſerve more than common attention: of theſe, 


ous EasT and WEsT INDIA TRA PD Es are by far the moſt eminent; not only by being of 
themſelves immediate ſources of national wealth and grandeur, but from furniſhing materials 
for various others; ſo that they may be juſtly accounted the two great pillars of our ſtupendous 
commercial fabric: for if we conſider them with reſpe& to number of ſhipping, quantity of 


tonnage, the vaſt bodies of ſeamen continually employed, and the value and variety of the 


commodities exported and imported, every other branch of foreign trade finks to nothing in 
the compariſon. It cannot, therefore, but be ſatisfactory to have a clear inſight- into theſe 
trades, and to examine them ſomewhat minutely. For this purpoſe we have ſelected the fol- 
lowing ſtatements of exports and imports, &c. which, on account of their being extracted 
from official papers, have at leaſt authenticity to recommend them. 


An 
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ß es STATE or TAS WEST INDIA'TRADE...- , 


An Aecount of the Number of Ships and other Veſſels, with their Fonnage, cleared Doe. 
' wards from the different Ports of South Britain for the Weſt Indies; with thoſe.entered Inwards 
from the ſame 1 ea from Chriſtmas 1786, to Chriſtmas note” 


OUTWFARDS.. INWARDS. 
PoRTs.. Ships. Tons. Sbips. Tons. 
Briſtol, — „ ˙ — 71 16,209 
Berwick, — — — — ET. 
Chepſtow, — 1 7 1412 — — — 
Cowes, — _ . 483 — — hv eek. 
Hull, _— — 2 333 — . 203 
Lancaſler, = 37 5,665 8 4,943 
Liverpool, — 9 - $4008 — 143 27,578 
Newcaſtle, — 9 2,157 — I 114 
Penzance, — I 120 — I 164. 
Plymouth, | — 4 737 — — — 
Poole, — 8 226 — — — — 
Southampton, — I 177 — — — 
Swanſea, — — 3 579 Wen HE 1 
Whitehaven, — 12 2,232 102 3 444 
Total of the Out- ports, 233 47,257 — 254 49,782 
London, — 218 61,695 — 2352 70, 418 
Total, — 451 « "Oy $2 —— 506 120,200 


An Account of the Number of Ships and other Veſſels, with their Tonnage, cleared Out- 
wards from the different Ports of North Britain; with thoſe entered Inwards from the ſame 
Colonies, from Chriſtmas 1786, to Chriſtmas 1787. | 


OUTWARDS, INFARDS. 
Ships. Tons. Ships, Tons. 
Aberdeen, — 4 110 — I 105 
Air, — — 3 259 — — — 
Dumfries, — — — — 1 150 
Dundee, — I 93 — 1 93 
Inverneſs, — 1 105 — — — 
Leith, — — 3 872 — I 351 
Port Glaſgow, _ 19 3414 — 23 3,587 
Greenvck — 48 9,024 — 41 7,486 
Stranraer, — I 152 — I I52 
Wigtown, — 2 — — 1 98 
Totals, 77 14,629 — 70 12,022 
| 2 2 3 20h 2 
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1787 An Account of the Number of Ships and other Veſſels enteted Inwards, and cleared Out- 


wards, in the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, to and from the ſeveral Ports in the Britiſh Colonies in 
North America, and the United States of America, from Michaelmas 1786, to as 
1787, with their reſpective Tonnage. 


4131 „ 1 


BRITISH Col oxiEs iN Nox rk AMERICA, STATES oF AMERICA. 
Ships. Tons. Men. | . Tons. Men. 
719 $0,263 4.454 — 509 35546 3.096 
| | 00 £9 4 
Ships. Tons. Men. | Ships. Tons, Men. 
255 16,152 1,410 — 373 36,143 2,852 


An Account of the Imports and Exports of Rum and Sugar into and from Great Britain, 
for the Year, ending Chris, 1787, with the Duties and Exciſe, as well as the Drawbacks 


paid thereon, 
"a2 M „ R 1 D. 
1 ä S U-G AN. 
Duantity, Duty of Cuſoms. Quantity. Duty of Cuſtoms. 
Gallons. „„ Cwt. qs. lb, . 
2,253,657 46,943 10 — 1,926,741 3 — 1,187,814 12 2 
1700000000000 
R VI | D * 
Quantity. Drawback of Cuſtoms, | Quantity. N AW... 
: _ Gallons. £ * d. Cut. grs. 1b, 3 1 
5 864,313 17,899 4 2 199,398 = 36 122,957 1 9 


An Account of the Quantities of Sugar, Rum, Cotton, Coffee, Cocoa, Indigo, Ginger, 
Aloes, and other Goods, imported into the ſeveral Ports of Great Britain, from the Britiſh 


Sugar Colonies, from Chriſtmas 1786, to Chriſtmas 1787, incluſive, with Duties of Cuſtoms, 
payable on each Article, 


Species of Goods, Value. | Species of Goods. Value. 
£ I L. . d. | „ d. 
Drugs. Aloes Epatica, 344 18 9 Dye Stuffs & 7 Fuſtic, 37,333 6 © 
Caſſia Lignea, £7 © Hard Wood] Indigo, 2,034 1 7 
Radix Serpentaria, 18 Lignum vitz, 2,497 9 o 
Sarſaparilla, | 101 17 6 Logwood, 81,225 3 6 
Other Drugs, 7+395 16 9 Mahogany, 57,786 16 3 
| Dye 2 1 Grocery. Cocoa, - 9,884 13 7 
Hard Wood, ] Braziletto, I,378 13 3 Coffee, - 212,297 9 3 
Ebony, 3.504 18 3 Ginger, 11,448 16 3 


Grocery. 
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1787 f | Nei of Goods. | 5 Value. | Species of Goods. Value. 
Grocery. Pimento, — 15,211 9 © Spirits, Rum — 203,822 9 10 7, _ 
Sugar, Brown 2,034,086 x 6 Tobacco, - | In 10 1 7 | 
+ - Turmeric, - 170 4 © Tortoiſcſhell, - 3 6 o 


Hides, Ox or Cow, 1 2,003 15 0 Wool, Cotton l 307.600 8 * 
Lemons and Oranges, - 2- 3 11 — - = 
£3 | T otal value of actual produce, 7 3,613,147 7 2 | | 


- 8 . : 2 —_— þ 


The preceding articles are all the actual 5 of the Britiſh Weſt Indies, but thoſe which 
follow in this account, are either not the produce of the Weſt Indies, or are doubtful. 


1 Species of Goods. Value. Species of Goods. Value. 
b | 4 | „ oh 
L Books, Bound w * 56 19 11 Potatoes, ; o 10 © 
: + _ Unbound, - 1 8 10 Proviſions, Bread & Biſcuit, 28 2 © 
Bottles, Glaſs - 26 12 1 Rags,. = - 199 6 7 
Corn, Wheat, Flour = o 8 9 Seeds, Garden - 4 2 6 
Drugs, Cortex Peruv. - i-& 6 Skins, Calf, Raw OG 28 6 8 
Oil, Palm - 164 18 2 Deer, in the Hair, 69 12 6 
Dye Stuffs & } Annotto, 0 = 3 © © Goat, Raw - 147 15 © 
HardWood. / Camwood, I19 17 9 Otter, - 22 2 4 
Nicaragua, 13, 167 3 5 Turpentine, — 77 13 9 
Redwood, 167 5 4 Wax, Bees „ ES a y-, 
Saunders Red, t2 4 Whale Fins, - 148 10 © 
— 00 0 Wines, French, — 1 
Elephants“ Teeth, = 381 12 5 | Madeira, = 6,544 11 2 
Feathers for Beds, - SS: Port, . 259 12 4 
Grocery, Rice - 428,928 7 3 Spaniſh, = 56 4 5 
Hides, Indian in the Hair, 2 3 0 Wood, Cedar, - x,702 10 8 
Iron, Bar — 19 10 © Pine Boards and Planks, 3 6 8 
Caſt — 478 10 7 Staves, Barrel 4974 19 ᷣ 8 
Linen, Sail Cloth, — n Staves, Hhd. and Pipe, 3,070 13 11 
Sails, foreign made 16 3 © Other Wood, 3-725 13 6 
Oil, Train - : 8 14 4 Miſcellaneous Articles, 4+035 12 11 
Pictures, | — | II 10 © — — 
£ Total value of doubtful produce, 39,106 8 2 
Total value of actual produce, 3613,47 7 2 
Total value of imports, 3,652,253 15 4 
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1789 An Accountof the Value and Amount of Goods (being Britiſh Produce 1 ManufaRtare) 


for Exportation to the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, from the vera Ports i in Great gn Tom 
_ Chriſtmas 1786, to Chriſtmas 1787, incluſive. 


o OG MG Oo = 0 9 0 


Species of Goods, ' . - Value. Gece of Grade. rs T7, 2 | 
- | | | L. "38" av TEL EDITING Sh 5 67 4 
Allum, . 1 11 10 Stuffs, bas 4, 800 0 0 
 Apothecary's Ware, 4.738 11 © Cyder. 6563 29 
Apparel Garments, 3.670 8 o Fiſh. Cod, dix, 589 3 0 
Beer, x n Herrings, red 0926 3 9 
Books, printed - 4134 5 8 Ditto. 46,721 16 © 
Braſs, wrought — 13,081 6 2 | Salmon, ſalted , --- 754 © © 
Brick, "141 2 2 | Fiſhing tackle, ing o 0 
Cabinet Ware & Upholſtery, 3,226 14 © Glaſs and earthen ware; 56,626 3 9 
Candles, tallow \ - 32,058 2 5- SGreen, — 65919 3 6 
| Wax = | 319 © 0 White flint e 11 2 
Cards, new, wool - 68 8 © For windows, Re BY 
playing — 1 Gloves, plain leather 485 8 o 
Cattle, live cows and oxen, 317 10 © Glue, - ' .-. — 2 17 © 
Horſes, - 1,597 10 0 Grindleſtones, - 887 12 6 
Mules, „ Pd -0 Gunpowder, © = 1,029 0 2 
Chariots and coaches, | 545 © © Haberdaſhery, — 16,263 17 11 
Coals, great — 29 18 9 Hats, beaver | «<- 14,875 13 
| Winton meaſure | 9,246 13 2 Carolin, » 195 o 
Colours for painters, - 4-017 Is. © 8 — 25,723 13 
Copper, wrought 30,610 6 10 Hoops for barrels, 2,410 15 
Cordage, new - 2,880 10 0 Several forts, 23,320 11 
Old 3,933 10 2 Iron, aft 7 1,153 19 
Corn, Barley * 227 19 4 EY Nails | - 4,255 IO 
Ditto, hulled "294 5-*F.: Wrought, : - 152,188 6 
Beans, - 6,728 6 1 Lead, and bird ſhot, 4,082 8 
Oats, PE 6,093 13 9 | Red he 20 14 
Oatmeal, — 4 ry. One 27 12 
Peas, - 2,303 19 0 Leather, tanned WE, 3,022 15 
Rye, 888 264 15 7 | Wrought 21,120 10 
W heat, - 693 4 6 Lime, - 4,385 9 
Ditto, flour 19,020 14 7 Linen, above bounty, 22, 320 2 
Cottons ] Checked, 6,303 19 © 28. 6d. per yard, 16,286 6 
and dars for Bounty, 5, 101 10 5rd. ditto, — - 3 23 
Linens.) Ditto, not Bounty, 32,497 18 © | 6d. to 18d. ditto, 232,829 2 
6d. to 18d. before | | Buckrams, 6d. to 18d. | 
_ printed r ditto, 0 87 2 © 
6d. to 18d. before % checked, 7d. to 18d. 
dyed — 3,2120 © dito, 86,787 4 Oo 
Fuſtians, 20,547 2 © Ditto, 62d. ditto 703 18 6 
Mancheſter, 31,133 0 © Ditto, 28. 3d. ditto 32 12 6 


Diaper, 


1787 Fperies of Goods. i "OS 


* 


* 


* 9 


Linen, Diaper, 6d. to 18d. do. 


for bounty _- 1,221 11 

Ditto, not for bounty 50 o 

Sheeting, 6d, to 18d. 425 13 

Sailcloth, ditto 11 5231 12 

Iriſh, plain, 6d. to 18d. 31, 326 15 

Diaper, ditto ditto 5 15 

.. -. ©, - Sheeting, ditto 1869 17 

Oil, train — 1,789 7 

323 „b 296 18 

Pewter, . 4,586 18 1 

Plate, wrought filver 3.081 5 

Proviſions, Bacon and hams 4,112 5 

| Beef and pork 816 15 

Tripes 2,084 5 

Bread and biſcuit 7,039 18 

Butter, — 4 

Cheeſe, * 3,159 11 

| Potatoes, 596 1 

Saddles, great - 160 5 

Salt, rock — AE 

White - 1,149 © 
Silk, in pieces - 7,925 16 10 
Sewing — 2,648 0 9 
Gauze, - 265 9. 4 
Soap, hard, - 16,161 12 11 
Spirits, Britiſh Ee: ma 
Starch, — 1,190 14 2 
Stationary, — 2,543 14 O 
Stained paper, — 68 
Steel, - - 143 18 6 
Stockings, thread 5,742 19 © 
Stones, ſlate tet 33-236 2. 
Sugar, fully refined 12,538 7 3 
Thread — 520 11 0 
Tin, — - 2389 4 10 


Lo 3. | d. 


= 0.00 = O - yo 


BRIT 
Miſcellaneous articles, 


o THE ORIGIN.OF COMMERCE. 


—— — 


Species of Goods Value. 
. of 
Tin plates 2 80 
Tobacco pipes, -_ 257 13 0 
Toys, - - 103 0 © 
Vinegar, — 205 7 10 
Watches, gold --- 289-2 
metal — 30 0 0 
ſilver — 225 0 0 
Woollen q Bays, double 23,250 © 0 
Goods, | — ſingle 1,822 18 6 
: Caps, plain, Mon- | | 
mouth | 400 © © 
worſted 67 5 o 
Cloths, long 5.645 17 6 
ſhort 10,660 10 © 
Spaniſh 860 © o 
Cottons, Kendal 29,161 17 2 
— — Welſh, | 
plains 197 11 2 
Flannel, 2,749 10 © 
Frize, * -. 201.13 4 
Northern dozens, - 
angle”. - 480 © © 
Perpets and Serges, 186 17 6 
Stockings, men's 
worſted 945 11 © 
Stuffs, — 18,9259 0 0 
— with filk and 
inckle 470 16 5 
— with filk and 
inckle gauze 416 9 
with ſilk and | 
grogram - 0 16 6 
with filk and 
| worſted — 189 16 1 
Woollens at value, 2,829 1 10 


256. 103 © 10 


Total, | 1,403,879 I4 11 


6 
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| 7585 An Account of the Value and Amount of Goods (being Foreign Product and Manufac- 


ture) entered for Exportation to the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, from the ſeveral Ports in Great 
Britain, from Chriſtmas 1786, to Chriſtmas 1787 ; Gſtingaithing ſach Goode as have. been 
imported by the Eaſt India Company. 15 


Brazil, 3 


Species of Goods. Value. 

45 . 
Beads, coral = I 4 10 
Books, bound n 16 0 © 

Boxes, pills - 29 6 3 
Brimſtone, . 111 1 9 
Bugle, great . 43 7 6 
Corn. Beans, - 437 8 9 
g Oats, — 981 8 11 

Oatmeal, 92 15 o 
Wheat flour, - 12 1 © 
Drugs. Almonds, bitter 1 
Aloes Cicotrina, 1 
— Epatica, 1 
Antimonium Ctudum 0 6 3 
Aſſa Fætida, - 5 6 10 
Camphire, unrefined o 10 0 
Cantharides, 0 
Caſſia Ligne, 186 18 4 
Cardamoms, — o 8 9 
Cortex Peruv. 940 2 6 
Cream of 7artar, 6 10 4. 
Gambogium, 16 3 
Gum Arabic, 5 I 10 © 
Jallap, - 74 211 
Iſinglaſs, . $:-0-0- 
Juniper berries, 1318 1 
Manna, 8 88 12 8 
Myrrh, 2 8 129 
Oil perfumed, 6 19 6 
Opium, 81 16 3 
Quickſilver, RISES - 07 0H | 
Radix Ipecacuana, 46 1 3 
— Serpentaria,- i6 12 © 
Saccarum Saturni, 910 4 
Sarſaparilla, - a1 9 
Senna, — 46 7 9 
Succus Liquoritiæ, I 10 © 
Drugs at value, - 275 14 9 
Dye ſtuffs. Annotto, = 5 16 8 
9 3 


m A 0 8 


Species of Goods, 2 
| L. . d. 
Dye Stuffs. Saffion, 0 8 6 
| __ 'Smalts, 2 o 16 8 
Feathers for beds, = 28 14 2 
Flax, rough 1 85 0 0 
Fiſh, cod - $6-0 0 
Grocery, Almonds, ſweet 45 9 3 
4 Anniſeeds, - 6 18 8 
Barley, pearl 24 17 2 
Cinnamon, _ 66 10 o 
Cloves, * 62 16 3 
Coffee, — I 10 11 
Carrants, - 317 o o 
OT 755" -+ 3 9 
Mace, - 124 18 6 
Nutmegs, — 1 
Pimento, - 0 2 4 
Prunes, — 50 2 6 
Raiſins, Denia 28 11 o 
: Lipra 46 11 8 
| Smyrna 32 16 2 
Solis 456 14 o 
Rice - 429 1 
Sugar, brown ; 
Turmeric, — 1 
Hats, chip and ſtraw _ 19 7 
Incle, wrought =, 104 8 
Iron, bar — 1,888 17 
Lace, bone 2 7 
Linens. Cambrics 1,997 8 
Canvaſs, Heſſens 458 17 
— ſpruce 1,673 16 1 
, Damaſk Sileſia na- 
kening 24 oO 4 
ditto tabling "x2 0 2 
Diaper Sileſia napken- 
ing VEINS, 129 11 4 
Diaper Sileſia tabling 57 15 10 
Ruſſia narrow 
under half ell 76 6 9 
Linens. 


s enn one or COMMERCE,” 68065 


A. . 4 
195537 e of Gros, | ern N Species of Goaite, Pal.. 
4. 5% 4. | ELL | K 
; 2 Linens; 8 under Oil, train — & a8 38 x 
75 36 inches 1,072 18 3 Proviſions, Bacon and hams, 388 18 6 
arrow 23,754 16 11 - © © Beef - 16,403 © 0 
| 3 ditto ſtriped 113 18 6 Bread and biſcuits 26 0 0 
Holland and Flanders 'S Butter 8,106 13 
under 18. 1-8 ell 34 5 4 f Pork - 16,673 18 2 
Iriſh plain 64d. to 18d. Silk wrought crapes 103 16 o 
for bounty 12,678 0 © Spirits, brandy x 176617 x- 
—— ſheeting, ditto, 73 6.0 Geneva - 825 8 o 
plain, not for bounty 65 12 6 Rum — 1,920 © © 
Lawns, Silefia Holland | . _Tallow, - 781 7 
* whited 923 18 0 T bread, ſiſters - . 2 o 
— cditto, not Holl. - Tobacco, a 961 9 
land whited 2,566 12 0 Wax, bees 5 18 3 
Ruſſia broad above Water, Pyrmont ., S's 9 
221 - Os 1,045 '3 11 Wines. Canary, 9 £& 
— above 314 586 8 9 French 5.834 13 4 
8 — above 36 - 4,809 14 5 Madeira GS 1 2 - 
— drilling 247 15 6 Port 0 2 
— Narrow ' 8 Rheniſh bg : 190 5 1 
— fail cloth 5 13 4 Spaniſh *' 2,315 19 9 
Ticks Gf, 1 2-2 Other wines 23 16 1 
Mats, Ruſſia "FO o 12 © Wood. Deals, ordinary 20 9 8 
Oil, ordinary - 38 6 3 Staves, barrel 54 18 7 
ſallad — 438 11 0 Timber, fir NS 4 0 
| : | Total, 123,209 16 2 
Goos IMPORTED by the EAsT INDIA CoMPANY. ONT 
| Species of Goods. Value. Species of Goods. 75 Falue. 
| £ SES ol ðͤ > & 
China ware, — 1,646 2 9 Grocery, tea oy 6,338 I7 4 
Borax refined, - 9 0' 0 Piece goods, Bengal rated 797 16 2 
Rhubarb, - 1,101 12 9 Ditto, unrated - 14369 4 4 
Pepper, - 48117 4 Saltpetre, r 
Sago. 125 3 5 ERR, 3 * 
Value of Eaſt India goods, - - 8 * 24,919 14 9 
Value of Foreign produce, 5 8 - 123,209 16 2 
Total value of Britiſh produce, — - . 1,463,879 14 11 
Total value of goods exported to the wen Indies, - - + 1,612,009 5 10 
Total value of goods imported from the Weſt Indies, 5 3.652, 253 15 4 
Total value of goods exported to the Weſt Indies, — 18,612,009 5 10 
Excels,  : © » - - - - = . + 2,040,244 9 


— — 
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An Account of the Number and 8 of the Ships laden in Oui or the ban India 
| Company, in the Seaſon . 


„ i Builder Meas Chartered Tonnage laden Ki — laden Total Tons 
W ic id ©», ſurement. Tonnage. in China. in England. en Board. 
1 Duke of 1 686 f 92 778 
Northumberland, 741 92 833 
Southampton, 716 92 808 
Earl Cornwallis, 694 92 786 
ContraQor, 761 92 853 
Stormont, 678 88 766 
Royal Charlotte, 850 9092 942 
Neptune, 772 92 864 
Ranger, 467 656 533 
Pitt, 669 92 761 
0 Bridge water 732 92. 824 
Pigot, ; 795 92 887 
Chapman, n 5765 66 042 
Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, 810 — 670 — 670 
Lord North 777 7.58 741 92 833 
Carnatic, 779 r 92 801 
Valentine, EZ 663 92 755 
Vanſittart, 990 828 780 „ 779 
Sulivan, 376 7588 769 92 861 
Fort William, | 798 755 753 92 845 
Ponſborne, {ea 804 758 776 92 8068 
General Goddard, = Jt 730 92 822 
Europa, 1772 + © BAY 742 92 834 
Middleſenk, 852 _ 735 92 827 
Earl of Mansfield, 782 758. 743 92 835 
York, 867 758 874 92 966 
Royal Biſhop, 708 720 724. 86 810 
Mars, 696 696 — 85 744 
London, 836 758 881 92 973 
29 ſhips. 22, 448 20,615 20,993 2,507 23, 500 


There were likewiſe 19 ſhips, meaſuring 16,121 tons, builder's meaſurement, conſigned by 
the Eaſt India Company to China, for the ſeaſon 1788-9. 
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Total, 


An Account-of the Amount vf the Silver ſent from England to China, in the Eaſt India 
Company's Ships, for three Years, diſtinguiſhing the Amount in each Year. | 


On Account of the Company, Ditto of private Perſons, Ha. 
Nears, | 8 "BP 6. 4. . 
178555 — W * — — 704, 259 
1786, — — 7,223 —— 702, 183 
1787, — —— 35,326 —— 660,710 
Total amount, 42,549 2,067,152 


An account of the quantity of Britiſh Corn exported, and of Foreign Corn imported and 
exported for the 28 1781, as taken from the Cuſtom-houſe books. 


Britiſh, exported. Foreign, imported. Foreign, exported. 


| Drs. Buſh. Drs, Buyh. 2rs. Buſh. 
Barley, — 19,884 7 17,783 3 1, 320 © 
Beans, — 10,114 ©. 36,912 8 893 © 
Oats, 11 394,188 7 2,112 5 
Oatmeal, 7 1,107 0 1,793 © Ann 
Peas, — 6,376 6 28, 266 6 318 2 
Rye, = 12,683 3 2,702 © 3 
Wheat, — 15,300 4 46,973 1 335 1 

| Cut. grs. Ibs. © Cw. grs. lbs. 
Wheat Flour, — 43,946 0 VVV 
Malt, — 111,016 © — * — 


The following are e the bills relative to trade and commerce which paſſed during this ſeſſion. 
A bill againſt unlawful lotteries. 
For eſtabliſhing a conveyance of letters between Milford Haven and Waterford. 
To regulate the commercial intercourſe between the Britiſh colonies and United States of 
America, 
To regulate the Britiſh fiſhery. 
For repealing the ſeveral duties on cuſtoms and exciſe, and granting other duties in lieu 
thereof; and for applying the ſaid duties, with the other duties compoſing the public revenue; 


4 P 2 & for 
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A.D., 
1787 for permitting the importation of certain goods, wares and merchandize, the produce or e 
EY ara of the European dominions of the French King, into this Kingdom, 
To perpetuate two acts, 1 Sth 9 8 Goorge gk rolaUve e notes and bills - 
of exchange. 
For encouraging the arts of defigning 25 ns; &o. by . the-p property * | 
of in the deſigners, printers; &c. for a limited time. — . 2 ; 
To farm the poſt-horſe duties. — 
For allowing the importation and exportation of certain l in Jamaica, Grenada Do- 
minica and New Providence, under certain reſtrictions. - 
To allow further time for the inrollment of deeds and wills E by Papiſts, &c. 
For granting certain duties on glaſs imported, &. 
Reſpecting veſſels and boats Iiable to ſeizure by an act of the 10 of George III. for pre- 
venting ſmuggling, and _y relative to the duties on wine and oil flaſks, ales nen and 


ebony. ; 
For making an allowance, to the dealers in W wines, ſor the Rock i in their poſſeſſion a 
certain time, &c. . x" 


Relative to the importation of raw hides n Ireland had Britiſh 1 to the exporta- 
tion of wheat, &e. to the Britiſh ſugar colonies; to prohibiting the exportation of tools and 
utenſils in the iron and ſteel manufactories, and to prevent the ſeducing of artificers and for 
8 a bounty on the e of certain Brin and. Iriſh linens. 


The following are the variations of the public funds duting this year, with the higheſt and 
loweſt prices arranged oppoſite to each month. 


f 3 per [4 per 5 per | Long | Shot India | Indi: | India | 014 281. Navy | Exchegur | Lottery 


— — red eee. Bills. | Tickets 
| 14974773737 11% 2 [133\167 [70-| 56 [738] Ie ng [14 16 
Januanys | 1524 75*[76z|944\ 1134 |22:[132] 168+ zeil 4 % [25] 45 6 
February, 5187470737931 [22511331163 [71 | 41 173417352 | 21 | 15 4 


15331 754 747/05 11522714 1632672 75 744 73T[ 271717 f 16 þ1 9 
I sz 757745 11222714 164 724 39 74737 vl 
1s *|774|107|903|114%|23 141684730 54 764757 
Apr; 11537 751579 T1323 1697727 38 75752 5 
r 12557 71:|17+|98z|115 237137170 72 e 
1547 765077, 115--|223|135|1704172z} 57577 %% 6 
11583 77417751965 1157221371727 731 63 7777 19 | 1 
147 72773791 111 [214113 [1613167355 724/7315 4 | 
11382 767710951 1184227 13771 725 62 [754|765|* | 15 16 3 
Jul #145 |703|79z[913| 108 7216137149766 55 694/7271 4 108 
2 1 1504737744037 113% 22 1371657 683 67 727/7042021 22. 18 
Avueuſt 1477 717 7 0913/159867 2 
* 7 | 1114224114 [162 69 f 80 73 731] 272 
Septemb. J 145 73367 [1 105 [21 132158268 70 14 6 
| 1522 7341737 944 110422714 1647 694] 83 731.727 5 16 
145% 69 90105 205/2158065 64 69: [093125 
150 [195 7241917108 |214 34 68 3 RE 18. 
5271744 |7.55|94F{1133|223|133|1685[707|, 80 748/752 21 | 15 18 
6oz [76% 7779871522307 g1 78/75 3 | 27 
r57 [75*170:[9531115 [224|13211743\715| 76 [753|,6112 22 | 16 11 
15831763 1274|965(1153122411351477 17251 88 % „ | g1 | 16 16 


SUPPLIES 


„0 THE: onTorn or nn,. , Wh 
4. D,. 


185. gorv lis granted by meme. ria . id „ 2 4. 
r IDM e 1 0-0 
For the army. eee fee b e — 76,87 6 9 3 
erden e . 55 ers 3238,57 7 3 1 
RaMMiſcellaneous ſervices, s.. — 6723,01 ½ 18 34 ng 7 
ws DER; — — — — 675.777 18 27 
ee ies ku > 1510; aun | Total Supplies, — 11;889,599 17 CY 5 
The Wave and Mzans for raifing the n Supplies. * 4 
Land tax and duty on malt, — 2,750,000 o © 
To be applied out of the ſinking fund, — — 1,226,072 2 11 
Lottery, * rt OM 7672 [444 * | 256,875 © 0 : 
Exchequer bills, — — — — . $,500,000 © . 
Surplus of the conſolidated fand, | — — 2,400,000 o o 
Impreſt monies remaining in the Exchequer, - — — 74.102 9 10 
Army ſavings, . — — — — > 44,806 2 7 
N granted for Ao in 1785, remaining in the Kathe, 180,000 © o 
Total of Ways and Means, — 12,431,855 15 42 
Total amount of Supplies granted, 11,889,599 17 5+ 
| Exceſs of Ways and Means, — 542,255 17 * 0 


— 


An account of the chriſtenings nd burials within the bills of mortality in London, foe i 
this year. 
Chriſtened, males 8,929 Buried, males 9, 8a 
females 8, 579 — females 9, 528 


17,508 | Fr OY 19, 349 


3183 Before we enter upon the hiſtory of this year, we muſt refer to the cloſe of the preceding one, 
when in conſequence of a- notification from the Court of France, that his Chriſtian Ma- 
- jeſty intended to aſſiſt the States of Holland againſt any invaſion or hoſtile attempts from the 
King of Pruſſia, an augmentation took place during the laſt ſummer in our navy and army, 
and ſuch preparations were made as checked the purpoſe of France, and tended greatly to re- 
eſtabliſh the conſtitutional government of the Dutch Republic. 
On the 27th of November, his Majeſty opened the fifth ſeſſion of the preſent Parliament * . 
the following ſpeech from the throne: | | 
« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« At the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion I informed you of the concern with which I obferved the 
diſputes unhappily ſubſiſting in the Republic of the United Provinces, . Their fituation ſoon 
afterwards became more critical and alarming,.and the danger which threatened their conſtitu- 
tion and independence, ſeemed likely,. in its conſequence, to affe& the ſecurity and intereſts - 


oF 
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788 of my dominions. No endeavours :wers wanting, on my part, to contribute. by my good. ot. 


flces to the reſtoration of tranquillity and the maintenance of the lawfyl government; and I 


alſo thought it neceſſary to explain my intention of counteracting all foreible interference on 
the part of France, in the internal affairs of the Republic. Under theſe circumſtances, the 
King of Pruſſia having taken meaſures to-enforce bis demand of ſatis faction ſor the inſult of- 
ſered to the Princeſs of Orange, the party which had uſurped the government of Holland ap- 


plied to the Moſt Chriſtian King for affiſtance, who notified to me his intention of granting 


their requeſt; In conformity to the principle which I had before explained, I did not heſitate, 
on receiving this notification, to declare, that I could not remain a quiet ſpectator of the arm- 
ed interference of France, and I gave immediate orders for augmenting my forces both by ſea 

and land. In the courſe of theſe tranſactions I alſo thought proper to conclude a treaty with 
the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, by which I ſecured: the aſſiſtance of a conſidetable body of 
troops in caſe my ſervice ſhould require it. In the mean time, the rapid ſucceſs of the Pruſſian 
troops under the conduct of the Duke of Brunſwick, while it was the means of obtaining the 
reparation demanded by the King of Pruffia, enabled the provinces to deliver themſelves from 
the oppreſſion under which they laboured, and to re-eftabliſt: their lawful government. All 
ſubje&s of conteſt being thus removed, an amicable explanation took place between me and the 
Moft Chriſtian King, and declarations have been exchanged by our reſpective Miniſters, by 
which we have agreed mutually to diſarm, and to place our naval eſtabliſhments on the ſame 
footing as in the beginning of the preſent year. It gives me the greateſt ſatisfaQtion, that the 
important events which I have communicated to you, have taken place without diſturbing my 
ſubjects in the enjoyments of the bleſſings of peace; and I have great pleaſure in acquainting 


Fou, that I continue to receive from all foreign powers the fulleſt aſſurances of their pacific 


and friendly difpoſition towards this country. I muſt, at the ſame time, regret that the tran- 
quillity of one part of Europe is unhappily interrupted by the war which has broken out be- 
tween Ruſſia and the Porte. A convention has alſo been agreed upon between me and the 
Moſt Chriſtian King, explanatory of the thirteenth. article of the laſt treaty of peace, and cal- 
culated to prevent jealoufies and diſputes between our reſpective ſubjects in the Eaſt Indies.— 
I have ordered copies of the ſeveral treaties to which have referred, and of the declaration and 
counter-declaration exchanged at Verſailles, to be laid before you.” The ſpeech concluded 
with a particular mention of the extraordinary expenees which the ſituation of affairs rendered 
neceſſary, and a general alluſion to the flouriſhing ſtate of the commerce and revenues of the 

The uſual addreſſes were moved in both Houſes, and carried nemine contradicente. 

On the 29th of November the Chancellor of the Exchequer preſented the following papers 
to the Houfe by the King's command. 3 


*, | 2 Account of the Cineged incurred by the late Armament, delivered by the Secretary 


at War. 
Expence of the augmented eſtabliſhment of the foot guards and regiments . . 4. 
infantry, between the 24th of e 0 and 24th of December, I 787, i in- 
cluſive, — — — WW 40, 387 10 8 
Ditto of the additional military and hoſpital ſtaff for the Weſt Indies, 8 
from the dates of the reſpective 8 during the period before ſpe- 
cified, r 229 * 70 4 3 


Carried over, 41,087 14 11 


8 | . 5 M2 . . $$ 

91.1 Brought forward, 41,087 14 11 
8 9 money far wear. raiſed a by be cen, heide one Neb + 

eſtablinhment. We „ 
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the eleven companies, from the gth of Noyember, 1787, to 


the 24th of December following, — ee 6 
Deduct the ſavings of the ine the ſaid officers, i 43 

the 24th of September, * the a of — e 2g/ >. 157-21 
Difference, — 178 15 5 
Expence of eee ee ab 4 „ 700 0 © 
Camp . —V—— —— 154346 8 5 
Medicines, — — T 11099; — — 3,980 8 3 

Total, 59.878 4 0 


An Eſtimate. of the 1 incurred by the Augmentation and Equipment of his Majeſty's 
Naval Forces, fince the 18th of September laſt, dated from the * Office, 25th Nov. 1787. 


. 
Six months freight of 5,023 8 rranſports, | — — 15,389 18 9 
Charge of fitting and ſtores, — — — 1,990 8 3 
Freight and wages of a8 tenders — — — 8,594 8 6 
Fitting and ſtores, — — — 2,635 10 10 
Rigging and ſupplying with 5 ſix forty gun ſhips, — 4.000 © © 
Impreſted to pay bounty to ſeamen, - — — — 7700 © o 
More may be wanted for the like ſervice, — — 6,000 © o 
Charge of procuring men on ſhore, — — — 4.396 19 7 
Amount of advanced price on hemp purchaſed, — — 10,000 © © 
Loſs on victualling the army tranſports, — — 5,000 © © 
More for compromiſing bargains for Pow for the fleet at home and 
abroad, — — — — 20,00 ©. 0 
A computed amount of the general . under the . of wages, 
wear, tear and victualling, — — 74,700 © o 
Gratuity to officers. and ſeamen who. have entered ſince the 18th of Sep- | 
tember, and are now to be paid off and diſcharged, — 15,000 © © 
Total, 75.4% 5 ” 
Expences nia by the 1 of his is Majeſty s Ordnance on Account of the late 
Armament. - | 
REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 4 


Raiſing and arming an augmentation of one bombadier and ten gunners 


per company, amounting to 440 men, to the royal regiment of artillery, | 


with * pay of the ſame to the 12 of December, 1787, — 5,193 6 8 


M—_ 


— 


Carried over, ts 5,193 6 8 
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; re | g | | 1. J. 1. 
41 1 90 „Un eo 8 As... E. Were. 5293 6 8 
FOB for the pd to forty-nine- battalions ' and C. . 4. 5 
four new raiſed regiments of foot, — 2 1 3:9 5 0 
Mem. As it is not neceſſary immediately to hg the # 
above arms, no demand is made on this eſtimate * 
Ammunition and intrenching fools for JOE regiments © 1 
of foot ordered on ſerviſce.— — 442 17 0 
| +" ents to ſundry: ps: ordered on: a ſervice, f "OY 17 o 2 
T | — 3.106 14 0 
N : rbnns, &c. FoR THE NAW. DOE 
70 replace ordnance ſtores ſupplied to the navy and expences incurred in 
the ſeveral ports of Great Britain on account of the late armament, com- 
puted at about — — — — 10, 00 © © 
ere | | Total, 18,300 © 8 
Total of army eſtimates,  — — — 5,878 4 0 
Ditto navy, — m — — — 175,407 5 11 
3 ordnance 125 ſtores, — — — 18,300 o 8 
Total ex pence of = armament, ——_— — — v5 53 58s 5 10 7 


On the 4th of December, 1 787 Mr. Grenville called the attention of n to the ſitua- 


tion of the trade between the ports of the United States of America, and his Majeſty” s ſubjects in 


the iſland of Newfoundland, in the articles of bread, flour, Indian corn, live ſtock, &c. A 
ſtatute already exiſted for the regulation of this trade, and the neceſſity of continuing it aroſe 
from the trade in queſtion having increaſed and proſpered beyond all expectation, to the mani- 
feſt advantage of Newfoundland, When this bill had been originally introduced into the 
Houſe, its duration had been linſited to the period of a fingle year; and it had been confident- 


by afferted at that time, that Newfoundland could not poffibly exiſt without a free and unre- 


ſtrained trade to America; and that in conſequence of the peace the Britiſh fiſhery on the 
Banks of Newfoundland muſt be totally annihilated ; but from the evidence of three years, the 
reverſe of this prediction had been verified. The Britiſh Newfoundland. fiſhery not only ex- 
iſted, but proſpered under a politic reſtraint and prudent limitation of its trade; inſomuch, 
that it never had been ſo flouriſhing as it was at the preſent period. The number of Britiſh 
ſhips and men employed in this fiſhery had been doubled fince the termination of the war, 


and the quantity of fiſh taken had alſo been increaſed in an equal proportion. In fact, the 


Britiſh fiſhery had increaſed, and ſtill was increaſing in the moſt, rapid manner, while that of 
France had hitherto declined, and ſtill continued to decline in in almoſt proportionable ratio. 

Not more than 7,000 Britiſh ſeamen had been employed in the year 1785; but, in the year 
1787, the number employed was 14,000 : whereas the French had employed 7,000 ſeamen in 
this trade in 1786, and in the year 1787 the number had decreaſed to ſomewhat under 6, ooo. 
In 1786, the French took 426,000 quintals of fiſh, and in the year following 128,000 quintals 
was the full amount of their taking, On the contrary, in the year 1786, the Britiſh fiſhers 
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4788 took <tc 479,000 quintals, but in the ſucceeding year, 732, 00. Hence it is evident of how. 
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| great importance the N ewfoundland fiſhery i is. to this kingdom, as well. with, regard to the ma- 


gf nufacturing intereſts of Great Britain, as to its grand intereſting characteriſtie, that of being a 


conſtant and eſſential nurſery for Britiſh ſeamen. The e ſtatute, and Pk was on the 


EFT 


5 tinue 1t for two, years longer. Upon, theſe principles a bill was 13 1 in - confirm, for a 


certain limited time, the trade between the ports of the United n of America, ae. his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the iſland; of Newfoundland, &. 

On the 28th of May, in this year, Mr. Pitt roſe to move for leave to bring! in a bil relative 
to that part of the Newfoundland fiſnery, which, by the laſt treaty of peace with France, was 


ceded to that nation, obſerving, that he would not detain the Houſe long, nor go into the 
. diſcuſſion of the ſubject at large, but reſetye a more extended inyeſtigation for a ſubſequent 


; tage of the. buſineſs, when the Houſe ſhould have the bill before them... He would only, there- 
fore, for the preſent, take a general view of the ſubject. He reminded the Houſe of the ſitu- 


— — 


ation in which the fiſheries of Newfoundland had been placed, in reſpect to us and the French, 
by the treaty of Utrecht, and in what meaſure that ſituation was varied by. the laſt treaty of 
peace. - A declaration upon this ſubject had been ſince ſigned and exchanged by the two 


Courts, in which there was no ſtrict engagement with the Court of France, that ſhe ſhould 


enjoy an excluſive right 1 to the whole of the fiſhery i in the places therein ſpecified (from Cape 
Bonaviſta to Cape St. John, and thence to Cape Raye). but only a ſtipulation. to preyent the 
Britiſh ſubjects from moleſting them. He explained his conſtruction of theſe ſtipulations, 
and dwelt upon the diſtinction between chat ſort of concurrence which moleſted, or tend- 


ed to moleſt, and that which did not. He ſaid, his opinion was for acting under a liberal con- 


ſtruction of that declaration, i in proof of our good faith, and ſincere deſire to preſerve the full 


extent of the meaning of the article that referted to the fifth article of the definitive treaty.— 
Mr. Pitt ſtated the policy of England's keeping as ſeparate as poſſible the fiſheries of the two 
countries, fince an intermixture might create jealouſy, and make the French acquainted with 
our mode of curing the fiſh, and alſo thoſe particulars, that gave us ſo evident a ſuperiority in 
that important branch of Britiſh commerce. . He thought it would be right to give notice, that 
the ſtipulations of the treaty appeared to relate only to the coaſts of Newfoundland, and that 
clearly the French had no right to the inland fiſhery, or to that in the rivers and creeks, where, 


it ſeems, excellent ſalmon fiſheries abound. They had a right, however, to fiſh in the mouths 


of the rivers for ſalmon, He explained the utility of uniting both the fiſheries, urging the ex- 
treme diſadvantage that muſt reſult from the French being confined to one ſpecies of fiſhery, 


_ either that of the cod, or that of the ſalmon ; and after ſtating that the loſs of the ſalmon fiſh- 


Sg 


ery would amount to between 5,000] and 6, oool. a year, he concluded with moving for leave 
to bring in a bill © To enable his Majeſty to make ſuch regulations as may be neceſſary for 
preventing the inconveniencies which might ariſe from the competition of his Majeſty's ſub- 

jects, and thoſe of the Moſt Chriſtian King, in carrying on the fiſhery on the coaſts of the 
iſland of Newfoundland.“ | 

On the 5th of February, the Houſe went into a committee, to take into confideration the 

petitions of the corn diſtillers of London and Scotland. The nature of this buſineſs was as 
follows: — In the year 1786, an act of Parliament paſſed, by which the Scotch diſtillers were 

not to be ſubjected to the viſits of exciſe officers, nor to pay according to the quantity of ſpirits 


chat they ſhould actually diſtil; but chat they ſhould take out a —_— for which * thould 


i ; » > wah 1 . pay 


* ” 
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1788 pay 11. 108. per annum for every Nen which each till contained, which would amount to 


| Tod. per gallon on the quantity that it was ſuppoſed they would be able to diſtil annually: but 
by the Scotch working their ſtills ſometimes four, and ſometimes fix times in the 24 hours, the 
duty did not in fact amount to one penny per gallon ; ſo that the Scotch were thus enabled to 
underſell the Engliſh in the London market. They had actually imported into England the 
whole of the quantity that it was ſuppoſed they would have diftilled in the year, and 90,000 
gallons over; ſo that they had the whole of their home conſumption duty free : in ſhort, the 
leading principle of this bill was to give the Scotch the full command over their own market, 
but it had never been in the contemplation of the legiſlature to enable the Scotch diſtillers to 
meet the diſtillers of London on the Engliſh market under ſuperior advantages. Befides, in 
its preſent ſtate, there was a very wide door open for frauds on the revenue; as it had been 
proved, at a former period, before a committee of the Houſe of Commons, that in one year 
300,000 gallons of ſpirits diſtilled in Scotland had been imported into England, more than all 
the ſpirits diſtilled in Scotland that were paid duty for. The duty paid by the London diſtiller 
was 28. 9d. per gallon, in Scotland it was nominally 10d. but in reality not more than from 
21d. to 3d. to which the import of 28. being added, the whole would make 28. 3d. or there- 
abouts. It was therefore propoſed by the Miniſter, by way of equalizing the duties in both 
kingdoms, that an additional duty of 6d. per gallon ſhould be laid upon ſpirits diftilled in 
Scotland and brought into England. As the bill of 1786 was paſſed for two years, it became, 
undoubtedly, that ſort of compact between the legiſlature and the diſtillers of Scotland for a 
limited period, of which nothing but very ſtrong circumſtances would warrant an abrogation ; 
but it was evident, as well for the ſake of the revenue, as for the proſperity of the Englith diſ- 
tillers, that though there were but about five months to come before the act of 1786 expired, 
an alteration of the duty was abſolutely neceſſary. Indeed, this equalizing duty muſt be con- 
ſidered merely as a temporary expedient, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in conſidering 


the matter, declared it to be the intention of Government to undertake a full reviſion of the 


ſubject, with a view to a new law, that might put the diſtilleries of England and Scotland, re- 
ſpeCtively, on a fair and equitable footing, For the preſent, however, a bill was paſſed for 
impoſing . ſix-pence per gallon on all ſpirits brewed or made from corn, malt, grain, or tilts ; 
or from cyder, perry, or other waſh or liquor, made or brewed from any ſort of Britiſh mate⸗ 
rials; or from wort or waſh made from melaſſes or ſugar; or from foreign refuſed wine, or any 
mixture from the ſtrength of one to ten over hydrometer proof, which ſhall be imported into 
England from that part of Great Britain called Scotland,” 

The commercial intercourſe between the ſubje&s of his Majeſty's dominions, and the inha- 
bitants of the countries belonging to the United States of America, and of the foreign iſlands 
in the Weſt Indies, had been hitherto earried on under the authority of annual acts of Parlia- 
ment; but it was at this time very wiſely propoſed to ſubject that part of it which related to 
the trade carried on between the United States and the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands to more per- 
manent regulations. Every one had naturally defired, if it were poſſible, that the ſupply of 
lumber, grain, proviſions and fiſh, for the uſe of the Weſt India Iſlands, might be conveyed 
in Britiſh bottoms for the benefit and increaſe of our navigation; but it had been a matter of 


doubt with many, whether a ſufficient fupply of theſe articles could be procured, if American 


ſhips were excluded from our iſlands. The experience, however, of five. years had at length 
proved that ſuch apprehenſions were without foundation; for ſo long had the experiment been 
tried; and the reſult was, that under ſuch a regulation the trade had flouriſhed and improved 
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2768 ſo much, that-it was, during the laſt year, carried on to a much more conſiderable extent than 


in any year preceding the late war. The quantity of lumber and proviſions ſent from Ame- 
rica to the Weſt India Iſlands had been fully ſufficient for their fupply, and our rum fetched a 
better prioe than it had hitherto done. From this policy alſo of employing Britiſh bottoms 
only, the planters had reaped great advantages, and the navigation of the empire had been in- 
creaſed, as we now employ every year near 40, ooo tons of ſhipping, and near g, ooo ſeamen in 
that trade alone. On theſe principles a bill was brought into Parliament, on the 22th of Fe- 
Þbruary, to ſettle the commercial intercoutſe between the United States of America and the Bri- 
tiſh Weſt India Hands on a mare permanent footing. In the courſe of the debate on this ſub- 
ject, it was aſſerted by Mr. Alderman Watſon; one of the repreſentatives of the city of Lon- 
don, that, although the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands could not yet be wholly ſupplied with pro- 
viſions and lumber without the aid of America, he was confident that, in a very ſhort time, 
Canada would be able to a them er with Drewitz, and New Brunſwick with 
lumber. 

It had been reſolved, in the md of ORtober — when his Majeſty had reaſon to be 
alarmed, and to look with more than common anxiety to the ſafety and preſervation of every 
part of the Britiſh dominions, to ſend out four additional regiments for the better protection 
of our Indian poſſeſſions ; nor was the deſign taken up as a temporary, but with a view to a 
permanent eſtabliſhment of his Majeſty's troops in India, At that time, no unwillingneſs to 
receive the regiments on board the Company's ſhips and provide for their ſupport in India, had 
been intimated by the Court of Directors; but, on the contrary, the meaſure had been con- 
ſidered as a wiſe one, and the ſuggeſtion of it had given univerſal ſatisfaftion. Since, how- 
ever, the threatening ſtorm had been diſperſed, far different ſentiments prevailed. Some of 
the Directors, at leaſt, were of opinion, that unleſs they made a requiſition to Government 
for further military aſſiſtance, they had it in their option to bear, or to refuſe to bear, the ex- 
pence of any additional regiments of his Majeſty's army which might be ſent to India; and this 
opinion ſeemed to be, in a great meaſure, grounded on the act of 1781, by which the Eaſt 
India Company were bound to pay for ſuch of his Majeſty's troops as had, by their requiſition, 

been ſent to India, This idea had been much agitated without doors, and the Directors had 
thought proper to conſult different Counſel of eminence on the ſubject. 

In this buſineſs two queſtions naturally aroſe.—Firſt, Whether the King had a right to ſend 
his troops to any part of his dominions; and ſecondly, If he ſent them to India, who ought 
to defray the expence? That his Majeſty had an undoubted right, by his royal prerogative, to 

. dire& the diſtribution of his army, no one can, with any colour of reaſon, diſpute. 'The 
only point, therefore, which offered itſelf for diſcuſhon was, whether, if his Majeſty, by 
virtue of his prerogative, thought proper to ſend four additional regiments to India, the ex- 
pence of ſending them, and their ſupport, ought to be provided for out of the revenues of 
India, which they protected. It was certainly the opinion of Miniſters, that by the act of 
1784, the authority and power of the Court of Directors, touching the military and political 
concerns of India, and alſo the collection, management, and application of the revenues of 
the territorial poſſeſſions, was transferred to the Board of Controul, which might direct the 
appropriation of theſe revenues, in the manner that to them ſhould appear to be moſt for the 
public advantage ; but as doubts had been entertained by others, and the opinions of Counſel, 
confirming thoſe doubts, had been taken, all of which had gone abroad into the world, it was 
conſidered as a neceſſary meaſure to call upon the different branches of the legiſlature to remove 
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1788 thoſe doubts in the moſt effectual way by a bill. It was certainly very evident that, on . 


4 


preſent occaſion, the four regiments might, on board the Company's ſhips, be ſent out to 
India at a very inconfiderable expence; whereas, if tranſports had been ſpecially provided for 
that purpoſe, the expence muſt have been enormous. - To oblige the Company, therefore, to 
pay the expence out of their Indian revenues, as had already been intimated to them by the 


- Commiſſioners of Controul, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, on the th of February, 


«© 'That leave be given to bring in a bill for removing any doubts reſpecting the power of the 
commiſſioners for the affairs of India, to direct that the expence of raiſing, tranſporting, and 
maintaining ſuch troops as may be judged neceſſary for the ſecurity of the Britiſh territories 
and poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies, ſhould be defrayed out of the revenues arifing from the ſaid 


territories and poſſeſſions,” This bill was ſupported and oppoſed in every ſtage of it by all the 


great abilities of both houſes, and at length received the Royal aſſent. 
A bill to prevent the exportation of wool, underwent, in the courſe of this ſeſſion, a great 
deal of parliamentary diſcuffion, both in debate and at the bar of the Houſe, The queſtion 


- ſeemed to turn upon the ſuperior claim to advantage poſſeſſed by the wool-grower and the ma- 


nufa&urer. It appeared, after all, from the arguments on both fides, that the wool-grower 
had but little to hope, and the manufacturers much to fear from its rejection; it was therefore 
a more prudent meaſure to keep pace with the fears that were grout,” than with the hopes that 
were little. The bill accordingly paſſed. e 73. . 

On the 6th day of May, the following reſolutions, relative to the Eaſt India Company, were 
agreed to in the Houſe of Commons: 

« Firft, That it appears, that the ſum total of Aber a owing by the Eaſt India Company, in 
the different ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, excluſive of. the ſums for which bills have been 


granted, payable on the Court of Directors at home, in purſuance of their orders of the 1 5th of 
September, 1985, amounted, according to the lateſt accounts received in England, to the ſum 
of 7 crore, 62 lacks, 21, 563 current rupees. 


&« Secondly, That it appears, that the annual amount of intereſt payable on'the ſaid debts 
in India, was 53 lacks, 53,341 current rupees. 

„ Thirdly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaſt India Company, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint 
or coinage duties, poſt office collections, Benares revenue, Oude ſubſidy, land revenues, cuſ- 
toms, and the receipts for the fales of ſalt and opium, amounted, on the average of three years, 
from 1783 to 1784 to the ſum of 5 crore, 21-lacks, 88, 146 current rupees. | 

« Fourthly, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the Eaſt India Com- 
pany in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and in-Benares and Oude, under the 
heads of civil, military and marine, the charges of collecting the revenues and cuſtoms, and 
the advanees and charges on account of ſalt and opium, for the year 1784 are eſtimated, by 
the Governor General and Council of Bengal, to amount to 3 crore, 6 lacks, FRO: currefit 
rupees. | 
AFT bat it appears, that the gal revenues of the Eaſt India Company, i in the provinces 
of Bengal, Babar, and Oriſſa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or coin- 
age duties, poſt office collections, Benares revenue, Oude ſubſidy, land revenue, cuſtoms, my 
the receipts from the fales of ſalt and opium, which were eſtimated, for the year 198+, 
amount, in the whole, to 3 crore, 85 lacks, 1,858 current rupees, amounted 1n the whole - 


the ſaid year, to 3 crore, 99 lacks, 19.7 10-Current rupees. 
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& Sixthly, That it appears, that the charges defrayed by the ſaid Company in the ſaid pro- 
vinces, and in Benares and Oude under the reſpective heads of civil, military and marine, the 
charges of buildings and fortifications, of colle&ing the revenues and cuſtoms, and the ad- 
vances and charges on account of ſalt and opium, which were eſtimated, for the year 1782, to 
amount in the whole, to 1 crore, 93 lacks, 36, 103 current rupees, W in the whole for 
the ſaid year, to 1 crore, 98 lacks, 89,933 current rupees. 

„Seventh *. That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaſt Indi Company, at the 
Preſidency of Fort St. George, and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic 
and Northern Circars, under the heads of mint or coinage duties, ſea or land cuſtoms, ſubſidy 
of the Nabob of Arcot and Rajah of Tanjore, land revenues, and farms and licences, amount- 
ed, on an average of three years, from 1783 to 1785, to the ſum of 25 lacks, 76 805 pagodas. 

« Eighthly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaſt India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George, and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic 
and Northern Circars, under the ſame heads, for the year 1787, are eſtimated, by the Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras, to amount to the ſum of 32 lacks, 73,041 pagodas, 

« Ninthly, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the ſaid Company, 
at the Preſidency of Fort St. George, and in the Carnatic and Northern Circars, under the re- 
ſpective heads of civil, military, buildings and fortifications, and the charges of collecting the 
revenues and cuſtoms for the year 19787, are eſtimated, by the Governor and Council of Ma- 
dras, to amount to the ſum of 31 lacks, 77,785 pagodas. 

« Tenthly, That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaſt India Company, at the 
| Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, under the heads of land reve- 
nues, cuſtoms and farms or licences, for the year 1784, are eſtimated, by the Governor and 
Council of Bombay, at the ſum of 11 lacks, 76, 601 Bombay rupees, 

« Eleventh, That it appears, that the annual charges to be defrayed by the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, at the Preſidency of Bombay, and the ſettlements ſubordinate thereto, in the year 1782, 
are eſtimated, by the Governor and Council at Bombay, at-36 lacks, 5 1245 Bombay rupees. 
Twelfth, That it appears, that the: annual revenues of the Eaſt. India Company, at the 
Prefidency of Fort Marlborough and its dependencies, arifing from cuſtoms, farms and li- 
cences, amounted, on an average of three years, from 1783 to 178+, to the ſum of 10,11 S. 
dollars.“ 

The humanity of Parliament, ſupported by that of the nation, had, during this belton, paid : 
a very particular attention to that branch of commerce which relates to a traffic in the human 
ſpecie. The ſlave trade has long been conſidered as diſgraceful to an enlightened age, and in 
this country a ſpirit is ariſen which ſeems bent on annihilating it altogether, or ſo changing - 
the nature of it; as to blend hamanity with the policy. It was, however, a ſubject of too 
comprehenſive a nature, and too materially connected with our African commerce and Weſt 
India colonies, to come to an immediate decifion upon it. The philanthropic ſpirit of Par- 
liament, therefore, was obliged to content itſelf for the preſent with a temporary bill to regu- 
late the ſhipping and-carrying faves in Britiſh veſſels from the coaſt of Africa, The final ar- 
rangement of this important buſineſs, in which: the honour of the Britiſh commeree and the 
Britiſh character, as well as the happineſs of millions of our ſahle African brethren is involved, 
will take place at a period to which this volume will not reach. The paſſing this bill was the 
laſt act of ure ſeſſion, which was concluded. ou the 11th of Joly by a gracious ſpeech: from the 


throne. 
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The following are the principal articles in the treaty of commerce, entered into maven Por- 

tugal aud Ruſſia, which was ratified the 18th-of June, 1988. 
Article II. The ſubjects of Portugal ſhall enjoy in Ruſſia a perfect liberty of conſcience, 
agreeable to the principles of that full tolerance which is there granted to all religions; they 
ſball freely diſcharge their duties, and attend to the worſhip of their religion, as well in their 
own houſes as the public churches eſtabliſhed there, without at any time experiencing the leaſt 
difficulty in that reſpect. The ſubjects of Ruſha, in like manner, ſhall never be diſturbed in 
Portugal in regard to their religion, and they ſhall have obſerved towards them, in this point, 
what is practiſed with the ſubjects of other nations ofa different — particularly with 
thoſe of Great Britain. 

III. Their Majeſties mutually engage to procure to the reſpective ſubjects of each other, 
all the facilities, aſſiſtance, and protection neceſſary to the progreſs of their reciprocal com- 
merce, and above all of a direct navigation between the two ſtates in all places under their do- 
minion, where navigation and commerce are actually or hereafter may be permitted to the 
other European nations : but, in all caſes wherein the preſent treaty ſhall not ſtipulate ſome 
exemptions or privileges in favour of the reſpective ſubjects, they muſt ſubmit, in their com- 
merce, as well by ſea, land, or on the rivers, to the office tariffs, as alſo to the * cuſtoms, 
and regulations of the place where they ſhall find themſelves. 


« IV. In all the ports of the reſpective ſtates where entry and commerce are open to Euro- 


pean nations, the high contracting powers ſhall have a right to eſtabliſh conſuls- general, con- 


ſuls, and vice - conſuls for the advantage of their commercial ſubjects: the ſaid conſuls-general, 


conſuls, and vice-conſuls, ſhall there enjoy all the protection of the laws; and though they 


ſhall not exerciſe any kind of juriſdiftion, they may nevertheleſs be choſen, at the will of the 


parties, as arbitrators of their differences; but it ſhall always be free to the ſame parties to ad- 


- dreſs themſelves on preference to the tribunal deſtined for commerce, or other tribunals, to 
which the ſaid conſuls-general, conſuls, and vice-conſuls, in what concerns their own affairs, 


ſhall be equally ſubordinate; and they ſhall never be choſen among the native ſubje&s of the 


power with whom they refide, unleſs an expreſs permiſſion be obtained to admit them | in that 
quality. 


« . The ſubjects of the two contracting powers may aſſemble in the reſpective ſtates with 
their conſul in a factory, and make among themſelves, for the common intereſt of the body, 
ſuch convenient arrangements as ſhall not be contrary to the laws, ſtatutes, or regulations of 


the country or place where they ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 


« VI. The commercial ſubjeQs of the two high contract ing powers ſhall pay for their mer- 


.chandize, in the reſpective ſtates, thoſe duties and other rights fixed by the tariffs actually in 


force, or which will exiſt at any time to come: but to the end that their commerce may be 


more and more encouraged, they have agreed on both ſides to grant the following advantages: 


4 x. On the part of Ruſſia. That the ſubjects of Portugal may pay the cuſtom-houſe 


duties, throughout the whole empire of Ruſſia, in the current money of Ruſſia, valuing the 


rixdollar at 125 copecs, without being obliged to pay them, as heretofore, in effective rixdol- 
lars, with exception only of the city and port of Riga, where, according to the tenor of or- 
dinances actually in force, the ſubjects of Ruſſia themſelves muſt pay the cuſtom-houſe duties, 


for every ſpecies of merchandize, in effective rixdollars. 


& 2. All wines the growth of Portugal, or of the iſles of Madeira and the Azores, imported 


at Ruſſia in Portugueſe or Ruſſian veſſels, or for account of Portugueſe or Ruſſian ſubjects, 


ſhall 


® / 
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7788 ſhall not pay as duty of entry more chan four rubles and fifty copecs per barrique of ſix ankers ; 


but neither ſhall enjoy this advantage except on producing certificates from the conſul of 
Ruſſia, or*in defect of him, from the cuſtom-houſe or magiſtrate of the place from whence 

the ſaid wines ſhall be difpatched, which muſt demonſtrate that they are veritably the growth 

of the places above-mentioned, and for account of Portugueſe or Ruſſian ſubjects. As to the 
wines above- mentioned, which ſhall be imported into Ruſſia, in other foreign ſhips, the ge- 

neral tariff preſcribed on this ſubje& will be adhered to. 

<« 2, Her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias conſents that Portugueſe ſhips ſhall import 
every year, at Riga and Revel, during the continuance of the preſent treaty, 6,000-laſts of 
Portugal ſalt, paying for that commodity but half the duty fixed by the tariffs exiſting, or 
which hereafter may exiſt, in the above ports; if they ſhould, however, import a greater quan- 
tity, 'they ſhall pay for the ſurplus the entire cuſtom-houſe duties without any diminution. 
As to the reſt, Portugueſe ſhips ſhall enjoy this advantage only on condition of producing cer- 
tificates in due form, proving that the ſaid ſalt is truly the product of Portugal, that it has been 
exported directly in Portugueſe veſſels, and on account of Portugal or Ruſſian ſubjects. But 
if by raifing the duties it is found that the privileged quantity of ſalt imported into the two 
ports of Riga and Revel ſhall together exceed, in the courſe of the ſame year, the 6,000 laſts 
agreed upon (which will be againſt the ſpirit of this treaty) the two courts will adopt between 
them arrangements to prevent ſuch abuſes thereafter. 

« VII. In reciprocity of the above conceſſions, her Moſt Faithful Majeſty grants to the 
ſubjects of Ruſſia the following advantages: 

{© 1. Ruſſian merchants, now or hereafter to be eſtabliſhed in Portugal, ſhall have the pri- 
vilege of conſervatory judges on the ſame footing as according to the Engliſh nation; but, if 
her Moſt Faithful Majeſty ſhould think it proper to make a new regulation on this ſubject for 
all foreign negotiants eſtabliſhed in her ſtates, without exception, the ſubjects of Ruſſia: muſt 
ſubmit thereto. 

« 2, They ſhall alſo have a-right-to addreſs ane to the junto of commerce on mer- 
cantile affairs, where a prompt and ſtrict juſtice will be rendered, after the verification of facts, 
without the other formalities in ordinary proceedings, according to the laws and uſages prac- 
tiſed amongſt merchants ; for which purpoſe her Moſt Faithful Majeſty will grant, when occa- 
ſions preſent themſelves, the neceſſary juriſdiction to the above-mentioned junto of commerce. 

% 3. Portugueſe or Ruffian negotiants ſhall-only-pay half the duties of entry (under what- 
ever denominations they may be) as they-are-fixed-by the tariffs and ordinances which actually 
or ſhall hereafter exiſt in Portugal, on the productions of Ruſſia ſpecified hereunder, when 
imported in Portugueſe or Ruſſian veſſels, and for account of Portugneſe or Ruſſian ſubjects; 
to wit: all ſorts of plants and timbers defigned for the conſtruction of ſhips, the maſts com- 
priſed therein; hemp; the grain and oil of hemp and linſeed ; bars of iron of all ſorts and 
dimenſions; iron hoops are compriſed, alſo anchors, cannons, bullets, and bombs: but the 
reſpective ſubjects will not enjoy diminution of impoſt ſave on proving (by certificates in due 
form from the Portugueſe conſul, or in defect of him, from the cuſtom-houſe or magiſtrate of 
the quarter whence the above merchandize ſhall be ſent) that they are really the product or 
manufacture of Ruſſia, and exported on account of Portugueſe or Ruſſian ſubjects. Thoſe 
advantages will not be allowed to other foreign ſhips which ſhall import into Portugal ſaid 
merchandize of Ruſſia, but what tlie urn tariffs n in this reſpect will be adhe- 
red to. 
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A. b. | | | 
10 &« 4. If during this treaty her Moſt Faithful Majeſty grants to the ſhips of another nation 
any diminution of the duties on exportation of wines, A b ſhips thaltenjoy che ſame 
beneſit on wines exported to the ports of Ruſſia. 0 
& VIII. Beſides the reciprocal advantages ſtipulated by the ititeding articles, the high con- 
tracting parties have further thought proper, for the better encouragement of a ditect naviga- 
tion and commeree between the Portugueſe and Ruſſian nations, to grant to their reſpective 
ſubjects the following privileges: Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty agrees to a diminution of half 
the cuſtom duties fixed by the exiſting tariffs, or any which may hereafter exiſt, on the mer- 
chandize of Ruſſia ſpecified under, when imported directly from Ruſſia into Portugal, to wit: 
fail cloths of linen, named Olaams, or Flaemiſch, Ravendoucs, and Calamandars; on condi. 
tion of proving by certificates in due form, that the ſaid merchandiſes are truly the product of 
Ruſſia, imported ang tos in Portugueſe or Ruſſian "on and for account of Portugueſe or 
Ruffian ſubjeRs. | 

To reciprocate thoſe advantages, her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias grants a diminu- 
tion of half the duties which do or may hereafter exiſt in her ſtates on the following merchan- 
diſes of Portugal, when imported directly from Portugal into Ruſſia, viz. oil of olives, Brazil 
indigo, the tobacco of Brazil in powder, rolls, or leaf, on condition of proving in like man- 
ner, by proper certificates, that the ſaid merchandiſes are really the products of Portugal, ex- 
ported in Portugueſe or Ruſſian veſſels, and for account of Portugueſe and Ruſlan ſubjects. 

« IX. As there are other effects and merchandiſes, the production and manufacture of Por- 
tugal and her colonies, and of Ruſſia and her domains and conqueſts, which may augment the 
navigation and commerce of the two nations, and contribute to their mutual advantage, their 

Moſt Faithful and Imperial Majeſties, taking this object into their high conſideration, have 
ordered their reſpective Miniſters to examine and conſult on all and every of the ſaid effects 
and merchandiſes; and from all that ſhall be adjuſted and agreed on one part and the other, new 

articles will be made, which, when approved of and ratified by the two contracting powers, 
fhall become a part of this treaty, as if included and tranſcribed therein word for word,” 


DErrxsivkE ALLIANCE between His Majeſty the King of GREAT Bu ir Alx, and their 
| High Mightineſſes the States General of the UNITED PROVINCES. 
<< THE mutual and fincere friendſhip, which has ſo long ſubſiſted between his Majeſty the 
King of Great Britain, and the Lords the States General of the United Provinces, having been 
increaſed and ſtrengthened by the intereſt, which his Britannic Majeſty has lately manifeſted in 
the preſervation of the independence of the Republic, and of its legal conſtitution, his ſaid 
Majeſty, and the ſaid Lords the States General of the United Provinces, have reſolved, in or- 
.der to cement, in the moſt ſolid and laſting manner, the good harmony, contidence and cor- 
reſpondence between them, to form permanent engagements, by a treaty of defenſive alliance, 
for the good of both parties, and for the maintenance of the general tranquillity, as well as of 
their own in particular. To accompliſh ſo ſalutary a purpoſe, his Majeſty the King of Great 
Britain bas named and authoriſed Sir James Harris, Privy Councillor, Knight of the Bath, 
Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, and his Majeſty's Ambaſſador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to their High Mightineſſes; and their High Mightineſſes the States General of 
the United Provinces, have named and authorized their Deputies for Foreign Affairs; who, 
after communicating to each other their full powers in due form, and having conferred to- 
gether, have agreed upon the following articles ; 


* % Art. I. There 
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oor: Art. I. There ſhall be a ſincere, Kea, and conſtant friendſhip and union between his Bris 
.- tannic Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the Lords the States General of the United pro- 
vinces, ſo that the high contracting parties ſhall direct their utmoſt attention to maintain this 
mutual attention and correſpondence between them, and their dominions and ſubjects; and 
they engage to contribute, as far as ſhall be in N e ALY | to prelegye and defend 
ceeeach other in peace and tranquillity, - n 
II. In caſe either of the high contracting parties ſhould be boſtilely attacked bn any Euro- 
ropean power, vin any part of the world whatſoeyer, the other contracting party engages to ſuc- 
cour its ally, as well by ſea as by land, in order to maintain and guaranty each other mutually 
in the poſſeſſion of all the dominions, territories, towns, places, franchiſes and . which 
bdelonged to them reſpectiyely before the commencement of hoſtilities. 5 
III. His Britannze Majeſty guaranties, in the moſt effectual manner, the Hereditary Stad- 
holderate, as well as the office of Hereditary Governor of each Province in the Serene Houſe 
ef Orange, with all the rights and prerogati ves thereto belonging, as forming an eſſential part 
- of the conſtitution of the United Proviuces, according to tlie reſolutions and diplomas: of the 
years 1747 and 1748, by virtue of which the preſent. Stadholder entered into the poſſeſſion of 
tnoſe offices in 1766, and was reinſtated therein in 1788; engaging to maintain that form of 
b. e e againſt all attacks and n dine or indirec, of whatſoever nature they 
may be. N 
| „IV. The ſuccours eee zu. the ant 3 of this Treaty of Defenſive 1 
all conſiſt, on the part of his Britannic Majeſty, of 8,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 12 ſhips 
of the line, and 8 frigates; and, on the part of the States General, of 5, ooo infantry, 1,000 
cavalry, 8 ſhips of the line, and 8 frigates : which reſpective ſuccours ſhall be furniſhed in the 
ſpace of two months after requiſition: made by the party attacked, and-ſhall remain at its diſ- 
poſal during the whole continuance of the war in which it ſhall be engaged, whilſt thoſe ſuc- 
cours (whether ſhips and frigates, or troops) ſhall be paid and maintained by the power of 
whom they ſhall be required, where-ever its ally ſhall employ them. 
* U . In caſe the ſtipulated ſuccours ſhould not be ſufficient for the defence of the power 
requiring them, the power to whom requiſition ſhall be made, ſhall fucceſſively augment them, 
according to the wants of its ally, whom it ſhall aſſiſt, even with its whole force, if circum- 
ſtances ſhould render it neceſſary; but it is expreſsly agreed, in all caſes, that the contingent 
of the Lords the States General ſhall not exceed 10, ooo infantry, 2,000 cavalry, r6 ſhips of 
the line, and 16 frigates, x 
« VI. But as it may happen e the diſtance of ſeveral of the poſſeſſions of the two 
high contracting parties) that the advantages which ought to reſult to them reciprocally from 
the concluſion of the preſent treaty, may become illuſory, unleſs meaſures can be taken for the 
mutual defence of thoſe poſſeſſions, before their reſpective governors could receive orders from 
Europe for that purpoſe; it is ſtipulated and agreed, that in caſe either of them ſhould be hoſ- 
tilely attacked, or even menaced with an hoſtile attack, in its poſſeſſions, whether in Africa or 
in Aſia, by an European power, the governors of their ſettlements in thoſe two parts of the 
world ſhall be enjoined to concert together the ſuccour to be furniſhed, and, in caſe of need, 
to furniſh ſuch ſuccour, in the moſt ſpeedy and effectual manner, to the party attacked; and 
that orders to that effect ſhall be expedited to the ſaid governors immediately after the conclu- 
ſion of the preſent treaty: and in caſe the two high contracting parties ſhould be obliged to 
VoL. IV. | COW a furniſh 
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1786 furniſh che aforeſaid fugcours, they ſhall not permit the ſhips of war, of what nature they-apay 


be, of the power attacking, to enter into any of their ports in the aforeſaid ſettlements; until 


peace ſhall be reſtored between the party attacking; and the ally of the contracting party, 


unleſs the ſaid veſſels be forced to _ "_ there, to bangs Tg or ann ſhip- 


: widdked, a6 AT MON „. 


« VII. If it ould happen that the two 5 contracting ae ſhall be i invabred | in 
2 war agdinſta common ereny, they reciprocally promiſe each other not to diſarm but by com- 


mon conſent; and they ſhall communicate to each other confidentially the propoſals for a 


peace, or truce; which may be made, 


„VIII. If the high contracting parties prefer furniſhing their ſuccours of troops in money, 
they ſhall be at liberty on each fide ſo to do; and then ſuch ſuccours ſhall be computed at 
100,000 florins, Dutch currency, per annum, for 1,000 infantry, and at 120,000. florins, of 


- the like value, for 1,000 cavalry, per annum, and in the ſame proportion by the month, 


„IX. The power requiring ſhalt be obliged; whether the ſhips, frigates and troops with 
which it ſhall have been furniſhed, remain for a long or ſhort time in its ports, to provide 
whatever they may want, at the ſame price as if they belonged to ſuch power itſelf, It has 
been agreed, that the ſaid troops or ſhips ſhall not, in any caſe, be at the expence ef the party 


requiring, but that they ſhall nevertheleſs remain at its diſpoſal, during the whole continu- 


ance of. the war in which it ſhall be engaged. The ſuccours above-mentioned ſhall, with re- 
ſpect to diſcipline, be ſabje& to the orders of the chief officer who commands them; and they 
ſhall not be employed ſeparately, or otherwiſe than in concert with the ſaid commanding of- 


ficer: with regard to the operations, they ſhall be wholly ſubje& to the orders of the com- 
mander in chief of the power requiring. 


X. It ig agreed, that until the two powers conclude a treaty of commerce with each 


other, the ſubjeRs of the Republic ſhall be treated, in the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as the moſt favoured nation; and the ſame ſhall be obſerved in the United Provinces to- 
wards the ſubjects of his Britannic Majeſty. It is, however, to be underſtood, that this arti- 


cle is not to extend to a diminution of the import duties payable upon linens. 


XI. Whereas bythe fourth article of the treaty of peace, ſigned in the month of June, 
1784, his Britannie Majeſty engages to treat with the Lords the States General for the reſtitu- 
tion of Negapatnam, with its dependencies, in caſe the ſaid Lords the States General ſhould in 
future have any equivalent to give; and whereas their High Mightineſſes have now renewed 
their requeſt for obtaining that reſtitution, as well as for ſettling and determining preciſely the 
ſenſe of the ſixth artiele of that treaty, concerning the navigation of Britiſh ſubjects in the 


Eaſtern ſeas; his Britannio Majeſty, in order to manifeſt his good-will towards the Republic, 
is diſpoſed to coneur in theſe deſires of their High Mightineſſes, and even to ſecure to the Re- 
public additional and real commercial advantages in that part of the world, as ſoon as an equi- 
voalent for thoſe objects can be agfeed upon}; in return for which, his Britannic Majeſty will 
require nothing but what is ſayourable to the reciprocal intereſts and ſecurity of the contracting 
parties in the Indies: and, to prevent the negotiations for ſuch arrangements from retarding 
the concluſton of the pteſent treaty, it is agreed that they ſhall be begun as ſoon as poſſible, 
and be concluded in the ſpace: of ſix months from the date of the preſent treaty; and that the 


convention to be-made thereon mall have the ſame force as if it was Inſerted in the treaty 
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1788 „XII. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified on each fide, and the exchange: of we ratificas 


tions ſhall be made in the ſpace of fix weeks, or ſooner, if it can be done.. 
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The aun Treaty Sebi the Kia ing of Great Britain and the King of Prue, a was . 
on the 13th of Aug uſt in the preſent Tar. 

$6 Article I. There ſhall be a perpetual, firm and unalterable friendihip,-defonfive alliance, 
and ftri& and inviolable union, together with an intimate and perfect harmony and eorreſ- 

pondence between the ſaid Moſt Serene Kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia,” their heirs and 
i ſucceſſors, and their reſpective kingdoms, dominions, provinces; counties and fubjeQs, which 
ſhall be carefully maintained and cultivated, ſo that the contract ing powers ſnhall conſtantly em- 
ploy, as well their utmoſt attention; as alſo thoſe means winch Providence has put in their 
power, for preſerving at the ſame time the public tranquility and ſecurity, for maintaining 
their common intereſts, and for their mutual defence and guaranty againſt every hoſtile at- 
tack; the whole in conformity to the treaties already ſubſiſting between the high contracting 
parties, which ſhall remain in full force and vigour, and ſhall be deemed to be renewed by the 
_ preſent treaty, as far as the ſame ſhall not be . n * nei den ne by poſ- 
terior treaties, or by the preſent treaty. 

II. In conſequence of the engagement contracted * 4 [preceding ud the two high 
contracting parties ſhall always act in concert for the maintenance of 'peace and tranquillity ; 
and in caſe either of them ſhould be threatened with an hoſtile attack by any power whatever, 
the other ſhall employ his moſt efficacious good offices for. preventing hoſtilities, for procuring 
ſatisfaction to the injured party, and for effecting an accommodation in a eonciliatory manner. 

III. But if thoſe good offices ſhould not have the defired effect, in the ' ſpace of two 
months, and either of the high contracting parties ſhould/be hoſtilely attacked, moleſted, or 
diſturbed in any of his dominions, rights, poſſeſſions, or intereſts,” or in any manner what- 
ever, by ſea or land, by any European power, the other contracting party engages to ſuccour 
his ally without delay, in order to maintain each other reciprocally in the poſſeſſion of all the 
dominions, territories, towns and places which belonged to them before the commencement 
-| of ſuch hoſtilities. For which end, if his Pruſſian Majeſty ſhould happen to be attacked, his 
Majeſty the King of Great Britain fhall furniſh to his Majeſty the King af Prufha a ſucoour of 
16,000 infantry, and 4,000 cavalry ; and if his Britannic Majeſty ſhould happen ta be attacked, 
his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia ſhall likewife furniſh to him a ſuceour of 16;000/infantry, and 
4,000 cavalry ; which reſpective ſuccours ſhalt be furniſhed in the ſpace of two months after 
requiſition made by the party attacked, and ſhall remain at his diſpofal during the whole con- 
tinuance of the war in which they thall be engaged. Theſe ſuccours fhall be paid and main- 
* by the 9 power, wherever his ally ſhall employ them, in his dominions, with 
| 4K 2 | ſuch 
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cuſtomed. © nl! Ac hett 

It is neveriticnl 8000 daun the nigh vderainy that if his — Majeſty 
ſhould be in the caſe of receiving the ſuccour in troops from his Pruſſian Majeſty, his Britan- 
nic Majeſty ſhall not employ them out of Europe, nor even in tlie garriſon of Gibrakar. 

If the injured and requiring patty ſhould prefer ſuccours in money to land forces, he ſhall 
have his choice; andi in caſe of the two high contracting powers furniſhing to each other the 
ſtipulated bros! in money, ſuch ſuccours ſhall be computed at 100,000 florins, Dutch cur- 
rency, per annum, for 1,000 infantry, and at 120,000 florins, of the like value, for 1,090 ca- 
valry, per annum, or in the ſame proportion by the month. 

IV. In caſe the ſtipulated ſuccours-ſhould not be ſufficient for the defence of the requir- 
ing power, the required power ſhall augment them, according to the exigency of the caſe, and 
ſhall aſſiſt the former with his whole force, if circumſtances ſhall render it neceſſary. 

«© V. The high contracting parties hereby renew, in the moſt expreſs terms, the proviſion 
al treaty or defenſive alliance which they concluded at Loo, on the 13th of June in the prefent 
year, and they again engage and promiſe to act, at all times, in concert and with mutual con- 
fidence, for maintaining the ſecurity, independence and government of the Republic of the 
United Provinces, conformably to the engagements which they have lately contracted with 
the ſaid Republic; that his to ſay, his Britannic Majeſty, by a treaty concluded at the Hague, 
on the 15th of April, 1788, and his Pruſſian Majeſty, by a treaty ſigned the ſame day at Berlin, 
which the ſaid high contracting parties have communicated to each other. 

And if it ſhall happen that, by virtue of the ſtipulations of the ſaid treaties, the high con- 
tracting parties ſhould be obliged to augment the ſuccours to be given to the States General, 
above the numbers ſpecified in the ſaid treaties, or to aſſiſt them with their whole force, the 
ſajd high contracting parties will concert together upon all that may be neceſſary relative to 
ſuch augmentation of ſuccours to be agreed on, and to the employment of their reſpective 
forces for the ſecurity and defence of the ſaid Republic. ä 

« In caſe either of the ſaid high contracting parties ſhould, at any time baader, be at- 
tacked, moleſted, or diſturhed in any of his dominions, rights, poſſeſſions, or intereſts, in any ” 
manner whatever, by fea or by land, by any other power, in conſequence and in hatred of the 
articles or ſtipulations contained in the ſaid treaties, or of the meaſures to be taken by the ſaid 
contracting parties reſpectively, in virtue of thoſe treaties, the other contracting party engages 
to ſuccour and aſſiſt him againſt ſuch attack, in the ſame manner, and by the ſaid ſuccours as 
are ſtipulated in the third and fourth articles of the preſent treaty ; and the ſaid contracting par- 
ties promiſe, in all ſimilar caſes, to maintain and guaranty each other in the poſſeſſion of all 
the dominions, towns and places, which belonged to them reſpeCtively valacs the commence- 
ment of ſuch hoſtilities.” | 

The following financial ſtatement made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, is at once ſo 
comprehenſive and perſpicuous, and exhibits ſuch a complete, fair, and ſatis factory view of the 
ſtate of our national reſources and expenditure at this time, that to curtail it, or give it in any 
other manner, would be an act of injuſtice both to our readers and the abilities which produced it. 

Mr. Pitt faid, © That in laying before the committee an account of the ſtate of the reve- 
nues, and particularly of the receipt and expenditure for the year, he was more than uſually 
anxious to gain their attention, and to ſhew them how truly the calculations had been made, 
and in how ſmall a compaſs of time the influence of the arrangement which was adopted had 

| I operated 
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1288 operated to the eſſential benefit of the nation, The ſtatement could not fail to give univerſal 
.  fatisfaQion to every gentleman. who heard him. He would not detain the committee with any 
previous matter, but ſimply ſtate the particulars of the account on both fides, obſerving, how- 

ever, in the firſt place, that a very conſiderable increaſe had taken place in the expences of this 
year beyond the eſtimate that had been made in the year 1786, and which had been thought eſ- 
ſential to our national proſperity and honour. Theſe were not likely to occur again, and, in 
the mean time, it was a matter of no ſmall ſatisfaction, that notwithſtanding theſe increaſed 
demands and temporary calls, ſuch had been the beneficial effects of the late arrangement, and 
| ſuch the proſperous condition of the country, that ample. proviſion had been made for all, 
without recurring either to a loan or to new taxes, 

He fuſt ſtated the ſeveral articles of ſupply which had been voted for the ſervice of the pre- 
ſent year, and which conſiſted of the following heads, viz: 


S WH 8 5366 

Eighteen thouſand ſeamen, — Bans. £4 936,000 

Ordinary, — _ — — 702,000 

Extraordinary, — | _ _ 600,000 
Making a total of — — — —— * 2,226,900 


ee ee ee 
Guards and garriſons, plantations and Gibraltar; half pay to the Britiſh 
and American forces, to the amount of 228, oool. and to Chelſea penſioners, | 
17 3,000l. &c. &c, making a total for the army of the preſent year of 2, 022, 023 
But from which ſum 43, oool. is to be deducted, on account of ſtoppages from 
the troops abroad for proviſions ſupplied them from hence. 


Ordnance, — — — — — 419,000 
Expence of maintaining convicts, — — — 34,000 
_ Avnual allowance to American loyaliſts, — — 74. 
K epayments on addreſſes, &c. — — 1 46,000 
Civil eſtabliſhments 1 in America, together with the expences of Somerſet- 
place, African forts, &c. — — — —— 90,000 
Deficiency of grants in the year 1787, — — p — — 63,000 
Eſtimated deficiency of land and malt. — — — 320,000 
Expence of the armament, — _ — — 311,000 
Sum voted to pay his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales's debt, ; cc. 181,000 
8 in the whole to — — — 5.779,365 


— — 


That a further ſum has been voted to pay off Exchequer bills, and for deficiencies of ſeverat 
funds, to the 5th of April, 1787, which latter will never occur again, in conſequence of the 
Conſolidation act; but as both theſe ſums, to the amount of 0,079,000]. are taken on both 
ſides of the account, he omitted them, for the ſake of perſpicuity, 

In this account, it was to be obſerved, that in the navy there was an increaſe beyond what 
would be the neceſſary peace eſtabliſhment of 44, ol. In the army there was an increaſe of 
2.33,000l. and in the ordnance there was an increaſe of 61,000l. Theſe increaſed demands 
were occaſioned by the circumſtance of our putting the diſtant poſſeſſions of the country into a 


ſlate 
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| 1766 Mas vf mrs ebdmplete defence, by ſending out 3, ooo men more than came within the contem- 
platiom of me committee, when they made the report of what would be the requiſite peace eſ- 
tabliſhment of» the navy, and by the: conſequent extraordinary ſum for ſupplying that body 
with proviſions. - Theſe were not then to be confidered as the permanent neceffary expences of 
wenn the country and to theſe were ſeverab ſums to bo added which could not occur again, or at 
bo guſt could not make a part of our ſettled yearly eupence. Such was the ſum for the relief of 
ty the llopaliſts; ſuch the expence of the late armament; and ſuch the vote for the payment of the 
daebts of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales. Theſe ſums added together, amounted to 
135282. which was truly (extraordinary, and they were conſequently to be deducted from 
the ſettled regular peace eſtabliſhment of the country. It had been conſidered as wife to put 
every part of the Britiſh dominions into ſuch a poſture of defence, as to aſcertain to the coun- 
try the bleſſings of peace, and he had the Happineſs to ſay, that though they had thus incurred 
aan extraordinary expence of more than 1, 200, oo0l. the receipts of the country had fully anſwer- 
ed it; and that without abating from the plan which the Houſe, in its wiſdom, had eſtabliſhed 
for the diminution of the national debt. That the ſame extraordinary demands would con- 
tinue in future was not to be apprehended, though, undoubtedly, it would be ſome time be- 
fore they could come to the real eſtabliſhment which, in time of peace, had been thought ſuf- 
ficient for the country in the report that was made in 1786; but it was a happy circumſtance, 
that the condition and proſpect of the country warranted him in ſaying, that they ſhould be 
able to provide for the extra expence in the your” to conn; as u had i in this, without going 

into any new operation of finance. 


| * N that in rde to Ae * expences, Parliament had already voted, 


3 15 ade = 4 | ep: blase 7s? _ _ - 2,750,000 
That he ſhould propoſe to the committee to vote a farther ſam, to be taken as 
the growing produce of the conſolidated rang, men this and the 5th of 
April, 178868. = — — — 1,845,000 
Impreſt monies, to be paid! in the courſe of the year, — 200,000 
Army ſavings of the year 1786, — — — 200, ooo 
And a farther fam to be repaid by the India Company, 4 on account of troops | 
and victualling the fleet in the Eaſt Indies, ö _ „ 500,000 
Premium on the lottery, — — — — 258,000 
reef from the d for men — — 43, oo 
Oo 18 | * — 
8 os wy | Total, 5,796,000 
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Winden bills, * the 1 voted for deficiencies, as ſtated in the ſupply, 6,078,000 
- hr gone through the whole of the account, and ſpecified the ſeveral ſums, he ſtated that 

| 0 was a clear ſurplus this year of 27,0001. over all the expences, without taxes, without 
loan, and without interrupting, for a moment, the application of the million to the diſcharge of 
debt. The ſurplus had been applied; the armament had been provided for; the debts of his 
Royal Highneſs had been paid; the extraordinary expence of 1, 200, oool. had been ſuſtained, 
and there was a clear ſurplus of 27,0001. The extraordinary expence would, he feared, endure 
for two years more. It would take ſo long before they could be certain of coming to the per- 
manent peace eſtabliſnment. Perhaps he might ſtate the farther extraordinary expence that the 


nation 
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«78 nation was dne to ĩneut for exceſs of navy, exceſs of army, n of ordnance and indeed 


for every, other article, except one, of a material nature, at a million, or a million and a half; 
and for this he thought there were ample reſources in the revenue, as there bad been proved to 
be for the large exceſs of the preſent year. rei 
The other article of extraordinary expence which hams; 1 ſaisfaQion 0 be. made 
to the American loyaliſts, The commiſſioners had now ; nearly wound up the whole of the 
claims, and it appeared that there was property loſt, which the commiſſioners liad aſeertained 
and agreed to liquidate at 1,860,000], There might yet remain 200, oool. or Zoo, 008L to be 
aſcertained. This was to be conſidered as loſs of property. There were alſo Fong of loſs of 


might ;ncling them: but ſtating the whole at 2,006,0001. or ane the Houſe would ſee 
that Foo, oool. had been paid them, and there was ſtill 1 „Foo, oool or 1, 600, 00. to be paid. He 
was authoriſed to ſay, that they would be well pleaſed to have this ſum paid them by inſtall- 
ments, and that the payment ſhould commence next year. He confeſſed he approved of this 
arrangement, as the preſent year was ſo loaded with exceſſes; and avoiding to adopt this mode 
of payment, he meant to propoſe that the profits of a lottery, to be eſtabliſhed annually, until 
their claims were fully liquidated, ſhould be applied to their relief. A lottery of ſeven of eight 
years would fully anſwer this exigency, provided that the bargain ſhould every year be render- 
ed as profitable as it had for the laſt year, and for the preſent. He had made the bargain, on 

a competition among different bidders, and the profit would be as he had ſtated it, about 

260,000]. a year. Gentlemen might be aſtoniſhed at this cireumftance,- but ſuch was the rage 
and madneſs for this ſpecies of gambling, and ſuch was the bargain that he had made: 

The probable ſtate of our revenue, and the certain amount of our expence, were matters 
which came next in order, as, undoubtedly, it would be requiſite to prove that we ought to 

have confidence in our ſituation. That we ſhould invariably proceed in applying the million 
to the dimination of the national debt, was a propoſition which he would not detain the Houſe 
for a moment in diſcuſſing, as it had already ſo forcibly demonſtrated its utility. The million 
was, therefore, added to the permanent eſtabliſhment of the country, and as the Houſe had, 
in its wiſdom, eſtabliſhed a larger ſyſtem of defence than was in contemplation two/years ago, 
he would ſtate the permanent peace eſtabliſhment of the country, inſtead of 15, 478, oool. as 
calculated by the committee, 15, 624, oool. He explained the rife to proceed from the increaſ- 
ed plantation eſtimate, ' which would coſt 100, oool. more than it was taken at, and the Heſſian 
ſubſidy, which was 36, oool. There was to be deducted from this ſum a ſaving intereſt of 
about 16,0001, a year, which made the exceſs about 120, oool. only, but he took it at 124, oool. 
calculating the anticipated eftabliſhment at 15, 500,000Il, The produce of the laſt year's reve- 
nue, up to the period ending the fiſch of April, including the land and malt, was 1 5,792, oool. 
which was 314, oool. more than the committee ſaid would be neceſſary for an eſtabliſhment, 
and it was 168, oo0l. more than was neceſſary, even by the increaſed eſtabliſiment, Which the 
Houſe had thought it wiſe to adopt, and which perhaps yOu cim eee mw" reuidered 
requiſite, 

Arguing, therefore; from the experience of laſt year, we had the faire bag for confi- 
dence, that we ſhould not only enjoy ample funds for the liquidation of every expence, but 
alſo for carrying on the great purpoſe of the late arrangement, the extinction of the capital of 
our debt: but perhaps it might be argued, that it was not a fair mode of ſtating our ſiruation, 
nor a rational ground of confidence, to argue from the evidence of one year only. He:begged 


leave 
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78 latter years ; but the increaſe of the imports arvfe fru m the Hotné cou of luxuries ; 


proceeded from the beneficial import of raw materials uſed in our manufactures 3; and it might 


| be conſidered as a very pleaſing circumſtance attending the increaſed imports, that they chiefly 
came from a part of our own empire—they caftic from Ireland. eee 


In like manner our navigation has increaſed. Our valuable fiſhery in patticular had ime” 


proved with much rapidity. The Newfoundland fiſtiery, that For tiurfery of our ſeamen, was 
in a moſt flouriſhing condition. 

In 1773 and 1774 it produced 516,000 quintals, and in 17786, the produce was 732,000. 

In 1773, the tonnage in the Greenland fiſhery was 27,000, and in 1986 it was 33,000. 
In 1773, the number of ſhips was 96,—in 1786 the 9 was increaſed to 13% 1 in 
178), with che reduced bounty, the number was 284. 5 

The number of men employed in this fiſhery in 1786, was 6, 600. He had not heard the 
preciſe number in 1787, but from the increaſe of tonnage, it could not be leſs than 10,000.— 


; 'The Southern Whale fiſhery, a new and very valuable branch of trade, which we only took 


up at the beginning of the laſt war, had alſo equally proſpered, and added to the revenues by 
augmenting dhe opulence of the country. 


In this fiſhery, in 1585, there were employtd 18 ſhips, producing 2y,ovol. 

In 1787 there were employed 38 ſhips, producing 169,0061. h 

Hie mentioned theſe circumſtances, to prove that bur improved condition eame from no 
forced revenues, but was the fair and actual teſult of incredfed cottimerce. We had thus aſ- 
certained a furplus, after having appropriated a million to the payment of our debt. We had 
given great additional ſtrength to our foreign poſſeſſions, and, in doing this, we had not over- 
looked that which was the favourite ſervice at home. No leſs than 7, ooo, oool. had, in the 
courſe of four years, been expended in the improvement of the navy ; at Ne rovk upon him 
to ſay, that it had been applied with as much fidelity as it had been voted with Judgment.— 
There were, he would pledge himſelf to prove, 30 ſhips of the Tine, and 35 frigates, built or 
more than there were in the firſt four years after the peace of 1763. In addition to 
this, we had abſolutely and for ever extinguiſhed two millions and a half of our debt. 

Our rival, France, who had interfered in the diſpute with our late colonies, -who had pro- 
jeRed to herſelf ſuch immenſe advantages, and who certainly had advantages in it, he was now 
able to prove, had gained leſs by the war than ſhe expected, and that we had ſuffered leſs than 
had been anticipated. He had, within a few hours, ſeen the acknowledged Rate of the French 
finances, as drawn forth and exhibited by the French Government. By this account, the 
avowed annual deficiency of revenue to anſwer their neceſſary expences, After all the retrench- 
ments they had made, was upwards of a, 300, oool. ſterling. Their receipt was acknowledged 
to be ſomewhat above 400,000,000 of livres, or about 20,000,0001, ftetling. Their expenee 
was confeſſed to be 527,255,000 of livres, or 22, 900, oool. In the ſame ſtatement, there was a 
plan deviſed for an annual loan of five or fix years to come, which, with a variety of projected 
retrenchments, was held out as ſufficient to wind up the effects of theit derangement. He 
mentioned this, ſimply to ſhew the comparative condition of the two countries; and ſurely it 
afforded ſome matter of pride to England, that its rival, who had this intcifered without 


provocation, had been fo thoroughly diſappointed 1 in the views which ſhe had in the con- 
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715 lt appears; from the beſt authority, that the following is a correft ſtatement of the number 
of faves in he ſeveral Weſt India Iſlands. now in the — of Great Britain, 


N75 I} vas Number. 
WA, rt . Ne 4 POS oe 174,000 
a — — — — . 36, 00 
7 Grenade und the Grenadines, — — — 40, 00 
dt. Chriſtophers, — — — — — 227,000 
St. Vincents, * _ — — 15.000 
Fo Dominica, — — — — — 3 15, 0 
7 — Anguilla, — e. — — — 14,000 
— Nevis, | — 9 on — 10,000 


— Montſerrat, — — 751 — — ö 95 οο 


— 


323 410,000: 


Tue negroes in the French Weſt India Iſlands were, in the year 1777, computed at 386, 500. 

The Abbe Raynal ſtates the whole number of African ſlaves. in America and the Weſt India 

Iſlands at 1,400,000. The conſtant annual importation, and. of courſe the annual conſump- 

62 tion of negroes in the Weſt India Iſlands, is ſuppoſed to have been, of late years, on an average, 

| 60,000. The Slave Trade firſt began about the year 1503, and the Engliſh took it up. about 

| | 1556. The Abbe * * the total importation. from Africa at about 9,000,000 of 
| . 


The following ſtatement of population i in the principal cities of Europe, taken at the diſ- 
tance of a century, has been collected from the moſt approved and accurate aCTOUNts that have 


been publiſhed on the ſubject. 

| Number of Souls in 1688, | Th 1788. 
fn Lien, | — — 696, ooo — 1, Too, ooo. 
£ — Paris, _ — — 488,000: — $00,000 
. — Marſeilles — — — 200,000 — 180,000 
 — Lyons, „ =_ 250, oo — 150, ooo 
— Naples, — — — 200,000. — 354,000: 
— Rome, — 1 — 200, ooo — 157,400 
| © Amſterdam, —_— "_ 187,000 — 18 55000 
Venice, — ee ee 134, ooo — roo, ooo 
E Bourdeaux, — — too, oo — 200, oo 
„5 > 1. 7 > — 69, ooo — 170,000 
— Rouen, — . > 66,000- — 100,000 
— 3 Ny 48,000 — 50,000 
rk, _ — — 40, oo — 90, ooo 
7 iverpooll. — — 20, — 60,000 


By this ſtatement it appears, that the cities of London, Paris, Naples, Bourdeaux, Dublin, 
Rouen, Briſtol, Cork, and the town of Liverpool have increaſed; and that Marſeilles, Lyons, 
Rome, Amſterdam and Venice, have decayed in their population; from: which circumſtance, - 
Naples 


- 


OF THE ORIGIN 'OF. o f. 


bor 


Es Ne 
1788 Naples from the ffrh ! is * the third; Fourdezat from the ninth is become the fourth ; | 
uud Dublin from the tenth to the ſeventh in rank, as to the number of inhabitants. * / 


C4 


An Authentic Account of the Duties collected on Coals brought Coattway into each Port 


in England, in this Year. „ | f 3 
n 1 4. 2 | | er 1 
Aberyſtwith, — 362 3 43 _ Looe, 3 rt 243 10 6 

Aldborough, — g02' 15 11 Lyme, — 1,215 0 14 

Arundel, — 1,332 4 72 Leigh, — 1,415 14 0. 1 
Barnſtaple, <=. 1,39 0 Lynn, — 22,185 8 10 

Beaumaris, — © 2,037 6 11 Malden, — 4.891 6 3 

Berwick, — 43 9 © Milford, — 56594 15 3 

Biddeford, —— 786 3 72 Minchead, — 975 15 72 
Boſton, — 8,031 7 6 Newhaven, — 1,421 16 3+ 1 
Bridgewater, —— 2-355, o 21 Padſtow, — 606 15 12 < 
Bridlington, | — 1,047 7 27 Penryn, _ 437 13 44 
Briſtol, — 452 15 1 Penzance, — 863 18 1 { 
Cardiff, — 94 4 112. Plymouth, — 6.947 15 107 i 
Cardigan, _ 105 17 107 Poole, „„ 3,077 4 4 ki 
Chepſtow, — 9 111 Portſmoutbh, — 6,880 5 8 f 
Cheſter, — 20 1 11 Poulto sn. -. yt 88 of | 
Chicheſter, — 1,985 15 1 Rocheſter, — 9,470 4 1 , 
Cley,. * 2,287 14 9 Rye, — 2,029 1 114 1 
Colcheſter, — 3.785 11 3 St. Ives, — 2, 504 3 32 | ; 
Cowes, — rn Sandwich, — 3,263 19 71 f 
Dartmouth, — 2,628 11 74 Scarborough, — 2,177 15 5 il 
Deal, — 961 10 9 Shoreham, — 2,051 O 8 10 
Dover, _ 2,015 3 32 Southampton, — 7,265 17 114 1 
Exeter, — 6,172 14 10 Southwould, — 1,079 18 6 0 
Falmouth, — 695 18 8& Stockton, — 117 18 12 | 
Faverſham, — 0 Swanſea, — 37 13 115 [ 
Fowey,. — 1,340 3 97 Truro, — 5,743 10 64 7 
Glouceſter, 8 Wells, — (1 a> 

Gweek, — 184 6 94 + Weymouth, — 1.553 17 45 

Hull, — 2308 97 0 Whitchaven, _ — 94 18 10 

Ilfracombe, — 300 14 61 „ < Wn 

Ipſwich, — 6,211 8 6 Woodbridge, — 1,961 13 3 

Lancaſter, = 1,389 19 10 Yarmouth, = JT T7 


Total, . 182,745 15 oz 


In order to come at the quantity of coals, each ſum muſi be divided by 5s. 6d. which! is the 


aut per chaldron in the Out Feu. FI AED 7 | 
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4. . 
2706 12 of eee imported into A tn London in the bh ö 
a Y We * | X eee 
8 t ß * 8 97 . 5 or 0s Rebel ons. he os ene 
2 3 . 1 yi = O01 rr. 1809, % 20gr 
o gr . = eb $50,662 dg. 5 
8a — 0-8 Mae = . * £20455 64, % gn 3 
2 — £ 90,0 B 11 £09,800.d dort 
0 ed of the Quantity, 5 renne op Great Britain in the 2 Years. 
oF: 3 | 2 21 Wt 1 df ef 10,þ nton ure. 
N _ or Cheld >8r 283.2. Chalargns, ; Buſhels, 
E 50 7 2 Ir. = | 212,30 15 
8 S 20. 0 46 > 01 IR 17% % K 6+ 
J ach of coals eee. not made pp mhen.this account 3 
. 98 
i winds of Veſſels v OY Port of Bourdetux in ghe courſe of this year, is 
© - Fietn the W inde * res n 
1 2 8 2 25 e ens 972 284 
2858.9 : K - Y , A — 1 4 4,040 
P Sti 8 on S. n Eee 3 6 
2 1 ö, LY 57 ay \ 1 21 80,000. 0 871 33 
Le © 8 8 * . s. 180,8 1 wel, . In all VII 0 
@ Bl 009,272 — 0 1 Pi 80 Nee 
41 0 22+ es Toe follow bg 'Shjps arrived at Liſbon during this Year. © 
8 . 1 ez Venetian, Senn Gs 
OT xg Ii ©C8þ 3 351 Ragufame oog = NL 6 
8 > Of Qi ZE 00394 : Ramburghers,” 0 — 5 
5 3 £3%t22.&9 een 
8 „ 7 af = 18885 er! 3 
8 — 8 A. 1 84 534 Y Ph . oh 
* — EN — 31 Ruffan, O. 85 * PAR, I 
5 . 1 088 FO 59 Ducitzickers, e 1 
Q O. ei 830,087.11 5. Foce > to EEE 
2 dog err. 11 8 8 i ot. 3 Ian 1,109 
O1 £1 8 O. $ 8 eo. þ 8 10. fo. N 
F 


| Notviithflanding we baſh given; from*FTime to Time, a particular Detail of the annual Im- 
droit and Exports of Great Britain; we'ſhall cloſe that importutit $Sburce of Inforniation by 
the following. authentic FAR, made up from che Duke. Itedle Accounts, which gives, 


Sat dne View, the Totals of the Britiſh Imports and Exports from the commencement of the 
ett to the Yeh 1763. a 11 3 dees. 


* 19 _ 4 Ingres . 5 8 Exports, ns Ertel. 7. 

a 4. + - Y d. Cheb? Le o Fi 4. Has £e . 1. d. 

3 8.970, 7s 110 7.302,16 8 gz; 204," 1,332,544" 6 8 

- :17045,200,2 5869, 0 9710 7,621, 6 5G 1,751,446 16 7 
179. as 4159, 304 16% ba NOE $5235 376. O, $15, 1,076, 5594 5 

3 17 826 4526, 596 11 Kor. 1 * @ 91 220 2,117,50 14 11 
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58e! och ni nobnod Ade on i bayroqun pe MünsgO alt 20 bone re 
Tar. Wh St TY BD E a & L- angY 4. 

AvNa% 2904 3 thinggg83,200 16 5 6,552,079 18 2 1,16% 1x 8 
© 1705 70:02 $,031,649 1 10 NEW 5501,67 11 S= | 1 4822p) 

17 $00,024,113,933 3 3 © 6,512,086 1) r= 
' 1707 4.27055 © 4 © 6,763,968 3 6 — 


1189 Y 17% % 8115 cen 3s4 go? ory La 241 0 1s 


7 e 


1708 


Ar N 7710 NN 


7 eee. 71 Wld 


74 1712 818 
11 


T's 


4,098,663 11 8 


4,011, 341 


4,685,785 1 7 


788. 87 1 
5,811,079 16 6 ** 80 655, 22 | 46 
"= $140306 Seien e e 100 2697 gy rig 


24 ,189Y 171 17735 9109 7888.7 25 ol e 1104 e 10 136 


4.484.682 11 6 © 


We 15 i 


EE "OE — 6,346,708 ; bellen Ka Feoibnl fte 5599 19377 0 10 
3 6,669, 390 1 1 285,3 14 5 1,5089123 4 
179 6.367,49 8 3 7. 709, 58 a8 1 7 2,4788803 4 
1720 6,090,083 15 1 7,936,728 16 6 1,846,645 1 5. 
en _ 6,768,510 16 7 8,681,200 17 4 2,912,699 © 9 
122 6,378,098 19 1 9,650, 789 17 10 3272,690 18 9 
1723 6,505, 6 79 r AT 2984135 9 17 
1724 7:,394, 40 34 :$343-355 12 7 1,748,95400 2 
7 1728 7.094. 08. 8. 6 11,352,480 It 4 4,2577772 2 10 
1726 6,672,865. 13 4 9.406,31 10 10 2, 3,63 7 6 
1727 6,798,908 4 2 7 — 18 3 28 4 I 
1728 75,859,299 „ 9 1631,33 1 1. 4, eo 2 
1729 7, 540, b 20 x0 f 11,475,771 16 8 3$935et8k-20 3 
2730 7.780,19 9 2 11,974,135 14 1 4,1941605 9 
22 6,991, 800 31 11,167,380 10 6 4.8. 06 7 
1 7.087,94 5 © 11,786,658 13 © 4-098,744 8 © 
1733. 86,016,814 2 2 11,777,306 6 7 3,760,492 4 5 
29194 © 7,095,861 8 4 11,000,045 2 2 3:904,783 13 10 
1233. 9,160, 184 U, 43844 % Q5 29 211 13824960016 1 
f 1736 5,309,966 12. TQ-7+ 210! - ; 332636, 356.191 1 Io 217 43B,z89 17> +4 
33897. 0003 AUS, c 11842820 1% „uad e endes 
R 7 750 4 7 12,8495 7 % l 8,835 46 
TEM 7+329,373' 8 17 9,495,366 84 3% 0 HIPHWZ NS 14 : 
174 6,703,778 10 ( 8,809,939 955 Ke 2,166,161 4 11. 
1741 7,926,084 18-7 11,469,872 3533-797 9, 7 
1942 6,866,864 13 © 11,584,427 i 4 * 4.79561 9 4 f 
1743 7.802, 383 6 6 14,623,653 & CK . 0 
#744. 6,362,971 6 13,429,628 10 $99.08. 7 2 thyc12 9. 
1745 + 7,847,123 3 25 - 10,497,329 17 W 2,680, 20013 9 
6,205,687 19 8 5. 11, 360,79 16 $07.92 + 3, 155, 1050 6 
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Exports. 


1, © Fears. "+ 
1745 
8 4748 UL 


1749 
1750 
1751 


1752 


1753 


1754 


1755 


1756 


1787 


„ 
274116757 


8.136, 408 
7,917,804 
7.772, 039 
7.943.436 


7 2 7.889, 369 


8,625,029 
8,093. 472 
8,772,865 
7.961, 603 
9,253,317 
8,415,025 
8,922,976 
9,832,802 


9,543,901 


8,870,234 


| 11,665,036 


10, 364, 307 
10,889,742 


11,475,775 


12,07 3,956 


11,878,661 


I 1,908, 560 


12,216,937 
- 12,821,995 
14,508,715 


12,522,043 
14,548. 902 
14,816,955 
12, 449, 189 


12, 643,834 
10,975,533 
11,435,263 
11,714,967 


12,723,613 
40, 341, 628 


| 13,122,235 
15,272, 802 


16,279,490 
15,786,072 


17,804,024 


in all others, of the exports. 
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15,132,004. 
13,907,811 


13.221, 116 
14,264,614 
13,396,853 
12,182,255 
12,517,640 
13,438,285 
 15,0344994 


14,096,892 


15,579,073 


16,365,953 


14.134, 093 


16, 160,181 


16,512,403 


14,550, 507 
14.024, 964 
13.844.511 
15,117,982 


13.438, 236 


14,206,653 


17,161,146 


18.732.379 


16, 654,052 
17,607, 447 
| 16,946,523 


15,685,107 
14,152,243 
12,375,712 


13,597,771 
13,689,073 | 
11,470, 388 1 


13,224,037 


15, 450,778 
14,961,074 


16,770,239 


16, 300, 730 


18,296, 166 


4 .& 


r 11,442,049 15 6-. 
182,351,433 
14.099, 365 


12 11 


11 0 
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5. 303.383 


3.409, 30 


4556, 036 


4.184,96) 
6,019,969 


$+77 3-946 


5,746, 270 


6,822,051 
$263,858 
4:495,145 


6, 148,096 


3,060, 764 
2,549,188 


1.770, 855 


3»239, Z21 
1,529,075 
2,049,716 
4.339. 150 
4,233,063 
4,131,408 


3-058, 544 


2,129, 568 


3,235,918 
1,508, 408 


1,400,179 


2,162, 507 


1,974,105 


1,253,235 
2,883.008 


2,328, 543 
3 1 1,727 5 


490, 749 
514.658 


Tec. 
$63 4325-291 
4.215, 024 
6, 187,852 
2 359.964 
5, 024.375 
68.337,74 
5.639, 884 19 


7. d. 
16 
13 
8 
10 
4 
0 


14 
14 
19 
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492,141 16 10 
N. B. In thoſe years marked with aſteriſks, the exceſs is to be underſtood of the imports ; 
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| Wo we Dave already given a" lift of the number of the Dutch ſhips employed in tlie whale 
| fthery, from the year 1770, but, as the following Table, with which we are now furniſhed, 
gives the Hiſtory of the Dutch Greenland Trade in.4 more particular manner, apd during the 
courſe of upwards of a century, we ſhall inſert | it, 00 * juſt reaſon to feat the charge of 


ö repetition. e O t 
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A Lit of GxeenLAND and STRAiT Davis Ships, from HoLLanD, FI the Yar 1662. | 
| with the number of Fiſh caught e each Year. 


Years| Ships | Fiſh Years | Ships "Fiſh _ ps | Fiſh. Tears| Ships | _Fifb 
166t] 133 | 4524 16931 go || 175 530+ 12572 180 4237 
1062 140 802 6904] 63 10147, 1 244 1288 159 3711 
1603 202 | 9324 1695| 927 187 4021 1759155 | 464 
1064 193 | 782 1696 122 | 428 363% [1760] 154 | 454 
x665|} Warwith ||1697|_131 1279 2297 [2761] tbr 322 
1660 e no 1698 139 14832 2483 1702 165 | 189+ 
1667 Ships out. 699 151 77 5% 22841263 
»668| 155 | 573 0 123 1358 _314%_[*704} ib1_ | 224 
1609] 138 [10134 17010 208 20712 360 [1765] 165 | 477 
7570 148 | 792 70 224 | 687%; 327 175 167 f 1894 
1671] 158 10881 [703] 20+ | 644 | 4962 1767 155 1798 
1672 War with 1704 130 652 8572 1768 160 1 
1673 | England, no [[1705| 157 [1678 5042 |\1769] 152 1127 
1674] Ships out. 1705 181 | 9665 472 17700 150 | 523 
r675| 147 |_goox [[1707|_13r | 126 _ 7284 11771] 150 | 1433 
1676 145 | 812+ 1708 122 | 5335 6082 1772 131 | 7685 
1677 145 785 1709 126 1924 | 3125 11773] 2334 __ ' _444z_ 
1678 120 [1118+ |[1710|- 137 62 _ 8 11774]_132 450 
1679 126 792 [171107117 631 | 937 11775 _129 | 10g 
1680 151 [1373 1712 108 | 3733 1404 \[77761 123 | 50g 
1587 175 3876 1713 93 | 237% | 5084 b83 71777 4 4272 
1582 195 1444 214 108 201 [1036 _ 1778 111 3002 
1683] 242 1338 4715 134 6982 363 1756 7784 177% 105 1687 
1684 233 [3153+ 1210 153 53 _94 278 [8% 82 | 476 
1685 209 1283 1717, 179 3922 132. ie 1781) | Was with Eng-- 
1686| 189 6641 1718 139 280% 5902 _i| 1982] 7 122 no Ships our. 
1687 194 | 621% 17190211 246. 23305218 55 330 8 
1088 214 340¹ 41720 228 45537 | 546% 1784 62 T9 200 
1689! 160 _|"2414- [1727-260 | 7337 | 0398 [1785]. 65. | 300 
1690] 117 | 785 1722} 254 [no 6724207786 67 
1 PEE 233 | 314 720% 1787 67 
16921 32 |  56E [j1724| 232 358 5082 1788; 69 


N. B. From the Year 1719 are included the STRAIT Davis Ships. 
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un The number of veſicle which kev been employed inthe Whale Fiſhery to Davis's Streights 
and the Greenland Seas, in the preſent year, were 222, meaſuring altogether 65,267 tons ; 
their cargoes confifted of 8.959 d clean oul; 7.654 tons, i ct. 4 be. whale fins; and 
13.386 ſeal fins. 
An account of the quantity of Britiſh Corn copia. and of Foreign Corn. imported and 
exported for the year 1781, as taken from the Cuſtom-houſe books. 
". Brithhh, exported. Foreign, imported, F. welge, exported. 
Drs. Buſh, © Drs, Buſh. 9rs. Buſh. 
62,187 10,685 171 3 
8,933 9,189 7 997 4 
11,442 7 331,053 907 1 
619 | 2, 086 — — 
; 4+520 1,091 1 5 63 0 
3,929 961 6H | : . 
49,769 116,936 4 8,241 4 
| | Cwt. gr. ths, . Cw. grs. Ibs. 
Wheat Floor, - — 24, 208 1 r 2 18 1,471 1117 
Malt, — | 146,280 — — 
Tue following are the variations of the public funds daring tt this year, with wo! higheſt -nnd 
loweſt prices arranged oppoſite to each month. 
| : Lo 2 2 India 
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Although. e following bhi Were communicated 10 us at too late a Perjod to be 
| incorporated with the Mort "ſe lf, we have, notwithſtanding, thoughte#bem ſuf- 


4 
Sei, * to be given in the Form of an Appendix. a <a - * 
Ke of , a I 


Deo 3% AT E EN NGRAVI LN Ig. ede 
| | K 1 

A "66% Abbrand article of Suh ain, ariſen NS Ley in | (HIS BAN, ina manner 

28 that it 18 ſomewhat curious to. invefligate the of ite dean tllat of en grave 
D Pgreignyprittts, Partioglatix he French, were 1 411 ſypetfor to thoſa executed in this 
golltitry, chat immenſe qua _ f et were imported eit bor che port-bolie, or for furniture. 
Mr. A an Raydell, the: prin cipa [RI in t isartzele of f 7 atidn with a p yblic 
ſpirit a Patriot iſm, of whi bi c6y gatry * many pro be, conceived an 1 eig ut Fauds NA 


ofthis | pofuty ere to 14680 bi uftahl tg Leber bei and have the 6 works 75 0 e fo wel 
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by the ſame perſon who has already, as we have before ſtated, ſo eſſentially ſerved his country in this 
line of commerce :—We allude to the magnificent defign of illuſtrating the principal ſcenes of Shake 
ſpeare, by near a hundred capital pictures, from which engravings are to be made by the firſt artiſts 
in this country, for a ſuperb edition of this author's works. Many of theſe pictures are collected 
together and offered to the public view in à gallery erected for that purpoſe. When we contemplate 
this deſign, we confeſs we are dazzled by its grandeur; we ſhall, therefore, content ourſelves with 
vſing the words of an eminent author, Dr. Robertſon, who ſpeaking of the ſubject has ſaid, ** That 
it is an undertaking worthy the magnificence of a great nation, in honour of its favourite author,” 
It is very certain, that no age, nor no country, has ever raiſed ſuch a monument to any author, 

But to what lengths the enterprize of men of talents, ſeconded by the confidential aſſiſtance of a. 
liberal public, will go, cannot eafily be determined. The fine arts in all other countries have been 
ſupported by devotion, in the execution of endleſs altar-pieces, &c. and by the patronage of great 
families : but, in this country, commerce ſeems to be doing that, which religion and perſonal patro- 
nage could alone effect in foreign nations; and as commerce is the fubje&t of our labours, we are 
happy in giving this additional proof of its importance. | 

It may not be improper, in this place, to mention the polygraphic invention of Mr. Joſeph Booth, 
portrait painter, by which paintings in oil colours are copied or multiplied, This art already be- 
gins to flouriſh, and promiſes no inconſiderable article to the commerce of this country. 


POTTERIES AND EARTHEN WARE. 


A manufaQory of earthen ware has been cartied on at Burſlem in Staffordſhire, and ſome of the 
neighbouring villages, from time immemorial. It can be traced with certainty for at leaſt two cen- 
turies back; of its firſt introduction, no tradition remains: but it has not, till of late years, 
been of conſequence enough to engage the attention of the public, or to merit the notice of writers 

upon commerce. Sr | | 8 

In 1686, as we learn from Dr. Plot's Natural Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, publiſhed in that year, only 
the coarſe yellow, red, black, and mottled wares, were made in this country; and the only mate- 
rials employed for them, appear to have been the different coloured clays which are found in the 
neighbourhood, and which form fome of the meaſures, or ſtrata of the coal mines. Theſe coarſe 
clays made the body of the ware, and the glaze was produced by powdered: lead ore, ſprinkled on the 
pieces before firing, with the addition of a little manganeſe for ſome particular colours. The quan- 
tity of goods manufactured, was at that time fo inconfiderable, that the chief ſale of them, the Doc- 
tor ſays, was ** to poor crate-men, who carried them on their backs all over the country.” 

About the year 1690, two ingenious artiſans from Germany, of the name of Eller, ſettled near 
Burſſem, and carried on a ſmall work for a little time. They brought into this country the method 
of glazing ſtone ware, by caſting falt into the kiln while it is hot, and ſome other improvements of 
leſs importance; but finding they could not Keep their ſecrets to themſelves, they left the place rather 
in diſguſt, | | 

From this time, various kinds of ſtone ware, glazed by the fumes of ſalt in the manner above- 
mentioned, were added to the wares before made. Fhe white kind, which afterwards became, and 
for many ſucceeding years continued, the ſtaple branch of pottery, is ſaid, to have owed its origin to 
the following accident. A potter, Mr, Aſtbury, travelling to London, perceived ſomething amifs 
with one of his horſe's eyes; an oſtler at Dunſtable ſaid he could ſoon cure him, and for that purpoſe 
put a common black flint ſtone into the fire, The potter obſerving it, when taken out, to be of a 


nne white, immediately conceived the idea of improving his ware, by the addition of this material to 
the 
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the whiteſt clay he could procure: accordingly he ſent home a quantity of the flint ſtones of that 
country, where they are plentiful among the chalk, and by mixing them with tobacco-pipe clay, 
produced a white ſtone ware, much ſuperiour to any that had been ſeen before. | 


Some of the other potters ſoon diſcovered the ſource of this ſuperiority, and did not fail to follow 


his example. For a long time they pounded the flint ſtones in private rooms, by manual labour, in 


mortars; but many of the poor workmen ſuffered ſeverely from the duſt of the flint getting into 
their lungs, and producing dreadful coughs, conſumptions, and other pulmonary diſorders. Theſe 
diſaſters, and the increaſed demand for the flint powder, induced them to try to grind it by mills of 
various conſtructions; and this method; being found both effectual and ſafe, has continued in 
practice ever ſince. 

With theſe improvements, in the beginning of the preſent century, various articles were produced 
for tea and coffee equipages. Soon after, attempts were made to furniſh the dinner table alſo; and 


before the middle of the century, utenſils for the table were manufactured in quantity, as well for 
exportation as home conſumption. 8 | 


* 


But the ſalt glaze, the only one then in uſe for this purpoſe, is, in its own nature, ſo imperfect; 
and the potters, from an injudicious competition among themſelves for cheapneſs, rather than excel- 
lence, had been ſo inattentive to elegance of form, and neatneſs of workmanſhip, that this ware 
was rejected from the tables of perſons of rank; and, about the year 1760, a white ware, much more 


beautiful, and better glazed than ours, began to be imported in conſiderable quantities from 
France. | 


This inundation of a foreign manufacture, ſo much ſuperiour to any of our own, muſt have had 


very bad effects upon the potteries of this kingdom, if a new one, ſtill more to the public taſte, had 
not appeared ſoon after. In the year 1763, Mr. Joſiah Wedgwood, who had already introduced 
ſeveral improvements into this art, invented a ſpecies of earthen ware, for the table, quite new in 
its appearance, covered with a rich and brilliant glaze, bearing ſudden alternations of heat and cold, 
manufactured with eaſe and expedition, and conſequently cheap; and having every requiſite for the 
purpoſe intended. To this new manufacture the Queen was pleaſed to give her name and patronage, 
commanding it to be called Qucen's ware, and honouring the inventor. by appointing him her 
Majeſty's potter, | 
To the ſame perſon we owe the invention of the following kinds of earthen ware and 
| porcelain, viz. 3 5 


I. A Terra Cotta, reſembling porphyry, granite, Egyptian pebble, and other beautiful ſtones, of 
the Siliceous or Cryſtalline order, 


II. Baſaltes; a fine black porcelain biſque, of nearly the ſame properties with the natural ſtone ; 
it receives a high poliſh, ſerves as a touchſtone for metals, ſtrikes fire with ſteel, reſiſts all the acids, 
and bears, without injury, a ſtronger fire than the baſaltes itſelf. 


III. Fhite Porcelain bilque, of a ſmooth wax-like ſurface, of the ſame properties with the 
preceding, except in what depends upon colour, 
VI. Faſper ; a white porcelain biſque, of exquiſite beauty and delicacy, poſſeſſing the general pro- 
perties of the baſaltes, together with that of receiving colours, through its whole ſubſtance, in a 
manner which no other body, ancient or modern, has been known to do: this renders it peculiarly 


fit for cameos, portraits, and all fubjects in bas relief, as the ground may be coloured throughout, 
without paint or.enamel, while the raiſed figures are of a pure white. 


V. Bamboo, or cane- coloured biſque porcelain, of the ſame nature as No. 3, 


£3 


VI. A porcelain 


| 
9 
| 
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; VT. A porcelain Biſqu, remarkable for- great hardneſs, little inferior to that of agate: this! 
| property, together with its reſiſtance to the ſtrongeſt acids and corrofives, and its impenetrability by- 
every known liquid, adapts it for mortars, and many different kinds of chemical veſſels. | 

Theſe fix diſtin ſpecies, together with the Queen's ware already mentioned, expanded into a 
thouſand different forms, for ornament as well as uſe, varioufly painted and embelliſhed; conſtitute- 
nearly the whole of the preſent fine Engliſh earthen wares: and porcelains, which are now become- 
the ſource of an immenſe trade; and which, confidered as an object of national induſtry and 
commerce, make one of the moſt important manufactures of the kingdom. 

The evidence given by Mr, Wedgwood, to the Committee 'of Privy Council, and at the Bars of 
the two Houſes of Parliament, when a commercial arrangement with Ireland was in agitation, in. 
1785, will ſhew the extent of this manufacture, and its value to our maritime and landed, as well as. 
commercial intereſts. Though. the manufacturing part alone gives bread to fifteen or twenty. 
thouſand people, he looks upon this as a ſmall object, when compared with the many others that 

are put in motion by it, viz. The immenſe quantity of inland carriage it creates throughout 
England, both im its raw materials, and finiſhed goods—the great number of people employed in. 
the extenſive collieries for its uſe—the ſtill greater numbers employed in rai/ing and preparing the raw- 
materials, in ſeveral diſtant parts of the kingdom, from near the Land's End, in Cornwall, one way, 
along different parts of the coaft, Falmouth, Teignmouth, Exeter, Pool, Graveſend, and the 
Norfolk coaſt ; . the other way, to Biddeford, Wales, and the Iriſh coaſt—the coafling veſſels, which 
being employed, at the proper ſeaſons, in the Newfoundland fiſhery, carry theſe materials coaſtwiſe 
to Liverpool and Hull, to the amount of many thouſand tons yearly, at times when they would 
otherwiſe be laid up idle in harbour—the further conveyance from thoſe ports, by river and canal 
navigation, to one of the moſt inland fituations in the kitigdom—and: the.reconveyance of the finiſhed- 
goods to the different ports of this ifland, where wy are ſhipped for every foreign market that is 
open to the earthen wares of England. 

He obſerves further, that this manufacture, in a national view, is ended with ſome advantageous 
eircumſtances, almoſt peculiar to itſelf; ſuch as, that the value of the manufactured goods conſiſts 
almoſt wholly in labour —that one ton of raw materials produces ſeveral tons of finiſhed goods for 
ſhipping, the freight being then charged, not by the weight, but by the bulk—that ſcarce a veſſel. 
leaves any of our ports, without more or leſs of this cheap, bulky, and therefore valuable article to 
this maritime country and, above all, that not leſs than five-ſixths of the whole produce of the 
potteries are exported to- foreign markets. | 

Conſiderable as this object may now appear, Mr. Wedgwood, in his evidence to the Houſe of \ 
Commons, declares himſelf impreſſed with the idea that the art is ſtill but in its mfancy, compared 
with what it may arrive at, if not interrupted in its growth. 

By this laſt expreſſion we ſuppoſe he alludes to the introduction of exciſe laws into the potteries, 
of which there was ſome talk at that time; but it would have been too impolitic a ſtep to check ſo 
growing a manufacture by exciſe laws, eſpecially when five- ſixths of the duty collected, muft have 
been paid back again upon exportation of the goods, and an opening thereby made for frauds, which 
(if we may judge from what has been practiſed in other articles) would have made the drawbacks 
amount even to more than the ſums originally collected. OLE hw 
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THE COAL TRADE. 


The earlieſt account we have of the importation of ſea coals into London, was about the) year 
F350; and, in the year 1400, the nobility. and citizens petitioned the King, “ to prohibit the furthes 
ule of ſo noxious: and unhealthy a kind of fuel,“ as they then imagined it to be; and from that 
period to the preſent, the importation has gradually increaſed. ; 

As an article of commerce, A judgment may be formed of its On from the following 
ſtatement : 

Above 500 ſhips, from one to 500 tons, are employed in bringing coals to London, and conftways, 
navigated by many thouſand ſeamen and ſtout boys. The import into London alone, in the courſe 
of the laſt year (1788) amounted to 766, 795 chaldrons, from Newcaſtle, Sunderland, Blyth Nook, 
Scotland, Wales, and Liverpool. | 
The duty paid into the Exchequer; on this amazing import to the metropolis, is no leſs a ſum 
than / 306,718, and that without the expence of a fingle Cuſtom-Houſe Officer on board. The 
importation of this has exceeded any former year, by at leaſt 5000 chaldrons ; and it would have 
been twenty or 30,000 more, if contrary winds had not prevailed in November, and the froſt ſet in 
ſo early in December, | | 

A century ago, this trade was very inconſiderable to what it is at preſent; as the number of 
inhabitants in the different ſea-port towns, and the metropolis, were fewer, and the various 
manufactures requiring conſtant ſupplies of this commodity, leſs extenſive and numerous. At that 
period the maſters of veſſels, employed in. the London trade, uſed to frequent a place in Lower 
Thames-ſtreet, called Room Land, adjoining to Billingſgate, where they met very early in the 
morning, and diſpoſed of their coals. In proceſs of time, this mode was found very in- 
convenient; and as ſeveral perſons, who kept lighters and barges, had directions from their 
employers, the Captains rather choſe to diſpoſe of their cargoes entire, at once, to the 
lightermen, than retail them in ſmall quantities, allowing them a. ſmall diſcount for prompt 
payment; by which means they were enabled to fix one certain price for the whole cargo, and 
get their ſhips unloaded in a ſhorter ſpace of time. But, in order to produce this regulation, . 
an intermediate perſon was appointed, who was formerly called a coal crimp, or more properly. 
a broker, or factor, to whom the ſhip's loading was regularly conſigned, who was to ſell the 
cargo, give ſecurity, and pay the duties at the Cuſtom-Houſe, collect the amount of fales from the 
buyers, and ſettle with the owners. The ſame kind of method is obſerved in the North, by the 
owners of the collieries, who appoint a perſon, called a fitter, to vend their coals to the ſhip owners, 
who take the riſque of the voyage, both of ſhip and cargo, unleſs they are freighted on account of 
ſome other perſon, which is ſometimes the caſe. This is now the invariable method purſued in the 
conduct of the Coal Trade. Early in the preſent century various complaints had been made to 
Parliament, of combinations, both in the North, and in London, from. jealouſies having ariſen 
among the coal owners in the North, and competitors in mines; and at London among the 
ſmaller dealers, who. wiſhed, inſtead of buying them at ſecond hand, to have them from the 
fhips.. Theſe complaints aroſe, in the firſt inſtance, from perſons, who were proprietors of 
collieries of an inferior repute, having prevailed upon the London principal dealers, by pecuniary 
inducements, to get their coals vended at the London market, in preference to others. This. 
operated, for a time, to their intereſt; but others, who did not think fit to obſerve the ſame rule, 
applied to Parliament to put a ſtop to that undue preference; and an act was paſſed, by which the 
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donor or acceptor of any gratuity became liable to a penalty of ol. This, however, had only a 
temporary effect, and occaſioned a ſecond complaint, and a further reſtriction of 5ool. penalty on 


tranſgreſſing the act. But even this did not remedy the evil; which has, by degrees, induced tho 


coal owners at large, with only one or two exceptions, to allow a premium to the principal buyers, 
at the London market, which has varied from 6d. to Is. per chaldron, according to their reſpective 
opinions of the neceſſity of doing it. In that ſtate the trade has continued till the laſt year. Several 
aQs of Parliament have likewiſe paſſed to regulate the ſhipping, in the North, and their delivery 
at London. The irregularities complained of in the North aroſe from particular partialities being 


ſhewn in point of loading; for many of the fitters having become men of ſuch opulence as to engage 


deeply in ſhipping, they were too apt to give ſuch ſhips as they were concerned in an unfair 
preference. The general body of ſhip owners, therefore, got an act to regulate the turn of loading, 
by which means every ſhip was loaded as ſhe applicd in a fair turn. To prevent any combinations 
at the London market, an act was ꝓaſſed to prevent any number of ſhips laying above fourteen days, 
after their entry at the London port, whoſe cargoes were unſold ; by which means no Captains have 
it in their power to refuſe a fair market price. But theſe acts of Parliament, after the firſt impreſſion 
of them had been ſomewhat obliterated, were frequently diſregarded ; and the coal dealers forgot, or 
at leaſt grew careleſs of acts which were but ſeldom enforced with vigour. This occaſioned, of late 
years, a.want of that caution among the dealers, which had at firſt been obſerved, ſo that they 
received grataigzes in too open a manner. As informers will always be on the watch, it happened 
that, in the year 1787, ſome needy people, who had failed in that trade, took advantage of the 
penal ſtatute, and having obtained proofs of the actual receipts of premiums, by moſt of 
the principal dealers, inſtituted ſuits againſt them on the acts of Parliament; and one having 
been tried, which only failed from an error of its being wrong worded, the whole trade took 
the alarm, and applied to Parliament to paſs an act of oblivion, ſtating its ancient uſage, and the 
motives of the perſons who had occaſioned the application. The petition was referred to a 


Committee, who examined evidence on both ſides, and an act of oblivion was paſſed, for all former 


cauſes of actions, on the trade ſatisfying the perſons who had already brought thoſe actions; which 
they did, at a conſiderable expence. 


CO AL ä 


The manufacture of Coal Tar, for which a prolonged patent has been granted, by act of Partia- 
ment, to the Earl of Dundonald, is already become a confiderable commercial article. Its ſucceſsful 
application, as a preſervative to ſhip's bottoms, iron work, ſheds, barns, and all kinds of fences, 
gives it the promiſe, not only of general conſumption at home, but of great demand abroad, 


CS —PLATE GLASS 
An extenſive manufaQory of this elegant and valuable branch of commerce, was firſt eſtabliſhed 


in Lancaſhire, about the year 1773, through the ſpirited exertions of a very reſpectable body of 


proprietors, who were incorporated by an act of Parliament. From thoſe various difficulties con- 
ſtantly attendant upon new undertakings, when they have to contend with powerful foreign 
eſtabliſhments, it was for ſome time conſiderably embarraſſed ; but Government, of late, having 
taken off ſome reſtrictions that bore hard upon it, and made ſome judicious regulations relative to 
the mode of levying the Exciſe duty, it now bids fair to rival, if not ſurpaſs, the moſt celebrated 
Centinental manufaQtures, both with reſpe&t to the quality, brilliancy, and ſize of its pro- 
ductions. 
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PAISLEY MANUFACTORY. 


| Paiſley was erected into à burgh, or barony, by James the IVth. of Scotland, 1488, and enjoys 
all the powers neceſſary for government and police, without any of the burthens to which Royal 
burghs are ſubjected. The freedom of the place is conferred on very moderate terms; and, though 
the revenues of it are not great, they have been managed to the beſt advantage. As the extenſive 
manufactures carried on at this town, and places adjacent, are valuable acquiſitions to the country, 
they will naturally excite the attention of all who conſider manufactures to be the chief pillars of our 
national profperity. 

The branches of manufactures carried on at Paiſley, are the linen, the thread, the ſilk, and the 
cotton. The manufaQure of linen, and linen mixed with cotton, was begun before the union of 
the two nations; but, at that time, was very inconſiderable. A few looms were employed in weaving 
muſlins ; but this trade was ſoon annihilated by the introduction of foreign muſlins. It is a curious 
circumſtance that, after they were obliged to abandon this fabric for eighty years, the progreſs of the 
manufaQuring arts is fo far advanced, that they. have now, with great probability of ſucceſs, 
commenced a a rivalſhip with the weavers of Indoſtan, where that fabric has been manufactured for. 

ages. 

Tei- next attempt was weaving ſtriped linens, which they named Bengals, and were an iintion 
of cotton, but made of linen and cotton yarn. At this time, a trade with England being opened, a 
conſiderable trade of check handkerchiefs was carried on, for ſeveral years, with advantage. To 
this ſucceeded plain, ſtriped, ſpotted, and figured lawns, and bordered handkerchiefs. After this, 
plain and figured thread gauze was added to the other fabrics. + Theſe light fancy articles tended to 
excite the ingenuity and taſte of the artiſts; fo that goods, of various patterns, were now made, and 
their ſucceſs in invention and workmanſhip was conſiderable. The Paiſley manufactures were now 
in demand, both in the home and the foreign markets, and a foundation was laid for that extenſive 
buſineſs, to which they have fince attained. In order to aſcertain the progreſs of this branch, we 
here ſubjoin an abſtract account from the Stamp Maſter's books, who made a report yearly, upon. 
oath, to the Honourable Board of T ruſtces for fiſheries and manufactures, &c. 


Yards, F £1 "EY 

pſt Nov. 1743 to ditto 1744 353-497 Value 15,886 15 10 
$147 — 1748 413,660 23,671 19 7 

28957 — 2758 649,998 — 43,665 8 11 

1767 — 1768 529,022 — 54.664 12 112 

1783 — 1784 1,922,020 164.385 16 62 


The manufacture of thread was firſt attempted, in this country, by Mrs. Millar, of Bargarran, in 
1722, on having received ſome information and machinery from Holland. Her example was immedi- 
ately followed by ſeveral families in Paitley. They imitated that ſpecies, called Nuns, or ounce 
thread, which is made up in hanks of forty threads, and reeled upon reels a yard in circumference, 
This manufacture ſucceeded equally well with the lawns and gauzes, and has arrived at an high 
degree of perfection. But after being once eſtabliſhed, and the profits reduced to a moderate 
quantum, methods were adopted by ſome to encreaſe theſe profits, which were neither honourable, 
nor, in the reſult, adyantageous, by putting thirty threads in the hank, inſtead of forty ; but when. 
the thirty threads became perfectly known in the market, twenty-eight were ſubſtituted by ſome, 
inſtead of thirty, and thirty-four or thirty-five inches in length, inſtead of thicty-fix. Frauds were 
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arrived to ſuch an height, that it became highly neceſſary to make application to Parliament, to 
remedy this growing evil, and prevent the ruin of this valuable manufadtory. 

The different ſpecies of threads made at Paiſley, and in its neighbourhood, were nuns or ounce 
thread, Liſle or dozen thread, flouriſhing cotton for embroidering, India cotton for flowering, and 
Ware thread. 

The number of machines employed in twining thread, at Paiſley, in 1784, was not under 120. 
— Each machine, upon an average, will twine, of yarn, 2400 ſpindles ; the whole of which makes 
288,000.—Theſe ſpindles of thread, valued at 4s. Gd. when manufactured, amount to 64,0001. 

Now that we are upon the ſubject, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that from a general ſtatement 
of the thread, manufactured in Scotland, in 1784, to which year this branch had gradually 
encreaſed, it appears, that the number of machines employed were at leaſt five hundred, two hundred 
of which were employed in twining ounce threads, of every different ſpecies included under this 
denomination; and conſume, upon an average, 2400 ſpindles of yarn each, which amount to 
480,000.— Theſe ſpindles, at 48. Gd. when manufactured into thread, amount to 108,000 1. 
| Three hundred machines, employed in twining, ſtitching, or pound threads, white, coloured, and 
Oſnaburgh, will conſume 2000 ſpindles each, which make 600,000. — Theſe ien at 38. 9d, 
when manufactured, amount to 112,0001. 

Total value, 220, 00 l. — Total ſpindles, 1,080,000. 

This manufacture, in performing all the various operations, from the ſpinning of the flax to the 
finiſhing of the thread, employs upwards of 20,000 women, beſides 4000 or 5000 men. 

The filk gauze manufacture was begun at Paiſley, in 1759. The fimilarity betwixt thread 
gauze and filk gauze accelerated the progreſs of this branch. The weavers found no great difficulty 
in imitating the Spital-fields fabrics ; and the manufacturer found it his intereſt to puſh a buſineſs ſo 
favourably ſituated for cheapneſs of labour, compared with the metropolis of Great-Britain. A 
company, from London, eſtabliſhed a warehouſe for that branch, in 1761; and ſeveral others ſoon 
after, compoſed of partners ; ſome at Paiſley, and others in London, This new manufacture gave 
ſufficient room for the diſplay of taſte and genius in contriving new patterns. In this they ſucceeded 
beyond all expeRation. Paiſley filk gauzes became the faſhionable wear through all the polite circles 
in Europe. The Spital-fields manufacturers were excelled, and the Britiſh gauzes were preferred at 
Paris, in oppoſition to all the exertions of the French manufacturers, by whom theſe fabrics were 
originally invented. At length, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty publiſhed an arret, prohibiting the 
importation of them, under the ſevereſt penalties, The immediate effect of which, however, has 
been done away, by the Treaty of Commerce between Great-Britain and France, as gauzes, of all 
-kinds, are admitted into that country, on a duty of ten per cent. ad valorem, 


The number of weavers employed, in the filk gauze fabrication, are 


not under — — — — — 8050 
And the winders, warpers, clippers, draw- boys, and others, neceſſary 
in the various parts of the ſilæ manufactory, — — _ 5,000 
5 10,000 
Suppoſe theſe ten thouſand workmen, at an average, to earn 5s. per "| 


week, the ſum paid for wages will be, per ann. _ I 30,000 


Every filk loom produces an annual average value of Jol. the 
amount of which is — — — — 350,000 


The 


point out what part of the value is the produce of labour, and what part is im 
countries. . 
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The Value of Paiſley Manufactures, for 1784. 


„ 
Silk gauzes, — — — — 350, 000 0 ©o 
Lawns and thread gauze, — — 164,385 16 62 
Thread, — — — — 64,800 © o 


Total 575,185 16 67 


The Number of People employed. 
Lawn branch. — Weavers, 


"IM 7 ITE] 2,400 
Spinners, = — — — — 7,384 
Winders, warpers, clippers, &c, — — — 1,000 
Overſeers, — — _ — — 100 
Makers of machinery and implements, — — 800 
Total 11,684 

Thread.— Spinners, winders, bleachers, twiners, &c. 4,800 , 
Silk-weavers, — — — — — 5,000 
Winders, warpers, clippers, &c, == — — 5,000 


Total 26,484 


fo een EI 


That we may diſcover of what importance theſe manufactures are to this country, it is proper to 
ported from foreign 


The lawns, —Groſs value, — — Le x. d. 164.385 16 62 
Dedu& for foreign yarn, Iriſh included, — 21,600 o o 
Ditto for linſeed and foreign aſhes, — 1,785 16 67 


Remains 141,000 o o 


The thread, —Groſs value, — „%%ͤͤ 
Dedu& for yarn, foreign and Iriſh, 600 o o 
Ditto for foreign linſeed and aſhes, 580 0 0 
b — — 1180 o 0 
| Remains 63, 620 o e 
Silk gauze, — Wages paid, — — — — 130,000 © o 
Profits, at 1ol. per cent. including charges of merchandize, — 35,000 © o 


71— — os ih 


Total $369,620 o o 


Some years previous to this period, an event happened which portended a conſiderable revolution 


in the manufactures of Great-Britain. This was the invention of Mr. Arkwright's celebrated 
machine, which is ſo aptly conſtructed, and fo judiciouſly planned, that with one great water 


wheel, 
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wheel, above 4000 threads of cotton yarn are ſpun at once, of which the fineſt muſlins are manu- 
factured. This, with the invention of jennies for ſpinning woofs, encouraged the manufacturers, 
both of South and North Britain, to attempt the various fabrics of cotton goods, with great proba- 
bility of ſucceſs, Such powerful means. of accelerating labour, and, at the ſame time, producing 
yarn more perfect in quality, had the effect of reducing the prices of manufactured cottons. This 
great acquiſition operated likewiſe upon the faſhions. Cottons were ſubſtituted in part for linens, 
woollens, and even filks, Thence it became neceſſary for the manufacturers at Paiſley, again to 
attempt the fabric of muſlins. 

In 1785, they engaged in this branch, and are now carrying it on to a conſiderable extent. The 
difficulties attending every new fabric are many; the minutiæ in the progreſs of various operations 
are at firſt but imperſectly underſtood. There is one encouraging circumſtance, however, that they 
have not only great advantages from the machinery invented, which is ſuperior to every other 
country, but alſo the weavers perform their operations better than the Afiatics, Vet, after all the 
etertions made, and the vaſt ſums expended upon machinery, buildings, materials, &c, the Eaſt- 
India Company have it in their power, by a great importation of muſlins, to involve thouſands of 
induſtrious Britiſh ſubje&s in diſtreſs and ruin. This appears evident from what happened in 1787, 
the conſequence of which we have already noticed under that year, This circumſtance attracted the 
attention of the Legiſlature, as ſome limitation appeared abſolutely neceſſary, with reipe to the impor- 
tation of foreign muſlins. Were the Eaſt India Company to import the raw material, which is of a finer 
quality than what is produced on the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, ſuch a ſtep would be productive of 
the moſt ſalutary conſequences to the home manufactures of this country. But, if cotton wool will 
not pay the expence of ſuch a long navigation, with a profit to the importers, then, in that caſe, if 
no foreign muſlins were permitted to be imported, under 5s. the yard, 36 inches broad, and ys. 6d. 
fix-quarters broad, this would give ſtability to the coarſer fabrics, and ſecurity to the manufacturers 
in employing the capitals upon this extenſive field. | 

The Parliament, in 1743. enaQted, that a bounty of one penny ſhould be given for every yard of 
Britiſh and Iriſh linens, made of hemp or flax, of the value of 6d. per yard, and not exceeding 1s. 
per yard, and of one halfpenny for. every yard under the value of 6d. per yard, which ſhall be ex- 
ported out of Great-Britain to Africa, America, Portugal, and Spain; and was afterwards extended 
to all linens of the value of 1s. 6d. per yard. Thoſe bounties were, no doubt, very favourable to the 
linen trade of Scotland and Ireland; and a continuation of that national encouragement to Britiſh-' 
made linens may be highly proper : but for what cauſe Great-Britain will continue to give to Ireland 
from 50 to 70,0001, a year of bounties upon their linens, is difficult to perceive. It is neceſſary 
here to ſtate a few facts, from which it may be determined, whether it be not the intereſt of Great- 
Britain to exclude the Iriſh from that bounty, until a more liberal interchange of manufactures is 
eſtabliſhed. | | | 

Previous to the year 1759, all goods, made chiefly of linen-yarn, with a ſmall mixture of cotton, 
were admitted into Ireland, duty free; but, after that period, ſuch goods were conſidered as unrated 
merchandize, and charged with a duty of 10ol. per cent. | 
In the year 1779, the Iriſh acts of Parliament of the 14th and 1 5th of Charles II. laying a duty 
of 5s. per dozen, on fine needle-wrought handkerchiefs of Holland; wexe conſtrued to extend to a 
coarſe article, called Kenting handkerchiefs, ſent at that time in conſiderable quantities from Paiſley, 
and its neighbourhood, to Ireland, at the low average price of 128. per dozen. Conſequently, from 


paying nothing previous to 1759, and 101, per cent. after that period, the duty was advanced to. 
about 40l. per cent. ad valorem, 


Threads 
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Threads which are wholly made of linen yarn, by a ſingular mode of management, are rated at 
58. per lb. from No. 4 to 20, when the medium value is not above 3s. and pay 10l, per cent. upon 
that rate; from No. 20 to 40 they are rated at 158. per lb. notwithſtanding the medium value is not 
above 8s. thus, inſtead of a fol. per cent. duty, they are charged about 17 f per cent. ad valorem. 
But, what is more ſingular, the importer is obliged to make oath, that his threads are of that valur 
at which they are rated, before he can obtain a clearance from the Cuſtom-houſe. | 

In the year 1781, the ſame conſtruction of the acts of the 14th and 15th of Charles II. was 
extended to ſilk gauze handkerchiefs, upon which the duty was advanced from about 18. 10d. to 58. 
per dozen, making nearly gol, per cent. on the average value of that ſpecies of goods conſumed in 
the Iriſh market. 

In like manner, printed handkerchiefs pay 58. per dozen, equal to about zol. per cent. on the 
medium qualities uſually conſumed in Ireland; and, in addition to this duty, 6d. per yard is 
charged upon all muſlins, or cotton handkerchiefs, or neck-kerchiefs, extending to a duty of 4ol, per 
cent. ad valorem. 

After all theſe prohibitory duties, Great Britain, by an act of liberal conduct, admitted the Iriſh 
manufacturers to a participation of all her markets in the colonies. But will it now be deemed 
ſound policy to continue this high bounty upon Iriſh-made lineris, unleſs the ſiſter-Kingdom con- 
ſent to a more equitable arrangement in the interchange of manufactures? Was this bounty given 
excluſively to Britiſh-made linens, in preference to Iriſh, this circumſtance would call forth the 
activity of thouſands in the north of Scotland, who are far from being fully employed. 

Beſides the general manufactures already ſtated, there are ſeveral other works eſtabliſhed here, for 
making hard and ſoft ſoap, and candles, to the extent of about 30,000]. per ann. This, added to 
the former amount of value, makes in the whole 609,185l. 168. 65d. There is a conſiderable 
quantity of theſe articles exported, beſides what is neceſſary for home conſumption; and it is 
ſuppoſed they are excelled by none in Great-Britain, in point of quality. In 1781, the number of 
families, in the town and pariſh, was exactly taken ; they amounted to 4170; to that allowing five 
to each family, the inhabitants amounted to 20,850, A conſiderable addition, fince that time, has 
been made to the town. | 

The river Cart, which divides the old from the new town, mixes with the Clyde, three miles 
from the landing-place, and is capable of being greatly improved. Veſſels of thirty tons, and 
: upwards, navigate this river, at this time; but, were the obſtructions removed, veſlels, from 50 to 
70 tons burden, might fail with the tide in ſafety, What renders this navigation of great 
importance is, that, as the great canal is now completed to the Clyde, a communication by water 
is opened to the Eaſtern coaſts of Britain, to Holland, France, Germany, &c. 


MECHANICAL INVENTIONS. 


A very dextrous mechanic, Mr. Richard March, of London, has invented a variety of 
machines, chiefly for facilitating and improving the cloth and ſtocking manufaQures : moſt of 
them are ſaid to be uſeful ; they have all, at leaſt, ingenuity to recommend them to attention, 

The firſt is a Machine, to be applied to a ſtocking frame, for knotting the common ſtocking 
works, which is done by means of knotting hooks, one to each needle, on which hooks the loops 
are brought; and, without taking the loops off the needles, the hooks, by moving one fide of each 
loop round the heads of the needles, and by forcing it on the next needle to that on which it is 

V9 formed, 
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formed, knots the work; and, by tis ſimple method being repeated, complete work is formed, in 
a variety almoſt unlimited. The ſuperiority acquired by this mode of operation, over the common 
frame - work, lies chiefly in its not being liable to run, when cut or torn, having a beautiful ſattin 
appearance, and being very elaſtic. It is now become a ſtaple article, and gives employ to ſeveral 
hurfdreds of men, women, and children. 

The ſecond invention is a Machine, to be added to a ſtocking frame, to work a warp, commonly 
made uſe of in the loom for weaving, or a thread to every needle, by which means a very great 
variety of fancy-work, in filk, worſted, cotton, and thread, is made, in ſmooth work and 1 in velvet, 
part cut, or cut all oyer. | 

The third is a Machine, to ſpin wool, &c. This machine, though not more than fifteen inches 
diameter, and five wide, ſpins wool to any degree of fineneſs, and may be regulated for that pur- 
poſe, as well as to give any certain number of twiſts in an inch of yarn ſpun. The bobin that 
receives the yarn as it is ſpun, has an horizontal and perpendicular motion; and the thread is 
placed on it compleatly even, by means of a guide, that is moved by a retrogade motion. Some 
hundreds of theſe machines were ſet at work, near Barnſtaple, in Devonſhire, where ſome extenſive 
buildings were ereQed for that purpoſe : but theſe works having been of late ſhut up, and become 
a matter of litigation, we are neceſſitated to leave our readers unſatisfied reſpecting the deciſive 
merits of an invention, which points to an improvement of the firſt magnitude. 

A Machine to wind croſs-reeled, or Portee Eaſt-India cotton yarn, a ſkein of which meaſures 
from ten to twenty yards, and is croffed from ſixteen to twenty times. By this invention, yarn 
that coſt from 28. 6d, to 8s, 6d. per pound winding, is now ſaid to be wound for leſs than one- 
fourth of the expence. | | 


A Machine, to double and twiſt any number of threads together, and give any number of 
twiſts in each inch, 

The following inventions, by the ſame perſon, are very ingenious :=A Machine, to write on 
two ſheets of paper the fame words on each ſheet, without copying, ſo as to produce two originals 
in the ſame time that one is executed, 

A Machine, to be applied to a boat, or veſſel, at ſea, by means of which it will fail in a calm. 

An horizontal Windmill. The fimplicity of this invention is now pretty well known to the 
mechanical world. It conſiſts of an upright ſhaft, on the top of which is a cap, ſimilar to an 
umbrella, in the fides of which are fixed five cocks, at equal diſtances ; in each is placed an oar; 
the axis, at the end of the oar, turns in the upright ſhaft; the cap ſupports the oars, by means of the 
cocks ; on that part of the oar under the cap, is fixed two croſs pieces, called ſtriking pins; on the 
ridge of any building is fixed, horizontally, a round traverſing board, with a hole in the center, to 
contain the upright ſhaft ; in the hole of this board is fixed a tube, or ſocket, round which the vane 
and vane-board move, as the wind directs; under the vane-board are three rollers, at equal 
diſtances, which run on the traverſing board, at the pleaſure of the wind; on the upper fide of the 


vane-board is fixed two half-hoops, or circles, againſt the ends of which the pins of the oars ſtrike, 
to turn them to take the wind. 


A Candleſtick and Snuffers. The property of the candleſtick is this; it will burn out the wick. 


and tallow entire, without waſte of either. The ſnuffers are ſo contrived, that they do not ſnuff the 
candle too low, or ſnuff it out, unleſs ſo deſigned; nor drop the ſnuff on the candle, 


A cheap and imple application to all wheel carriages, to prevent them from being over- 
turned. 


Some 
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Some years ſince, a Mr, John Kendrew, of Darlington, in the county of Durham, invented a 
machine, to go by water, which can, at the ſame time, grind and poliſh any number of optical 
glaſſes, and of any ſize. The above machine is now at work at Darlington. 

The ſaid J. Kendrew, with Thomas Porthouſe, of the ſame place, a watchmaker, hath alſo 
invented a machine, or water-mill, for ſpinning of yarn from hemp, flax, tow, and wool. 

There are two other ſpinning-mills now employed within five miles of Darlington, beſides 
ſeveral in other parts, under licences from the patentees. 

A Mill, for the purpoſe of ſpinning worſted, invented and eſtabliſhed by Mr, William Toplis, of 


Cuckney, near Mansfield, Nottinghamſhire, is now employed, with the greateſt ſucceſs, in that _ 
uſeful branch of manufacture. | | 


REFORM AND IMPROVEMENT 


or THEE 
GENERAL POST-OFFICE. 


Among the many aids which have been given to commerce and public convenience, during the 
preſent century, there is not one which deſerves better of the nation, and has a more juſt title to a 
Place in this work, than the reformation which has been made in the adminiſtration of the Poſt- 
Office, by John Palmer, Eſquire, the Comptroller General of it. . Some general ideas of the reform 
which has ſince taken place, were firſt ſuggeſted to Mr. Pitt, in the Autumn of 1782; and, in the 
beginning of the following year, a plan was given in to him. After having maturely conſidered it, 
the miniſter determined that it ſhould undergo a trial. This original plan, which, though it has 
fince been greatly improved, contains all the principles of the undertaking, and in its preſent ſtate * 
of perfection, is a curious and intereſting memoir. In order to give our readers a general outline of 
this extenſive undertaking, we have made ſuch ſele&ions from the plan preſented by Mr, Palmer to 
Mr. Pitt, in 1783, as will be ſufficient for that purpoſe. 

«© The poſt, at preſent,” ſays Mr. Palmer, “ inſtead of being the ſwifteſt, is almoſt the ſloweſt con- 
veyance in this country ; and though, from the great improvement in our roads, other carriers have 
proportionably mended their ſpeed, the poſt is as ſlow as ever. It is likewiſe very unſafe, as the 
frequent robberies of it teſtify ; and, to avoid a loſs of this nature, people generally cut bank bills, 
or bills at ſight, in two, and ſend the parts by different poſts. 

© The Poſtmaſters General lately advertiſed directions to the public, how to divide a bill, in 8 
a manner as to prevent its being of any uſe to the robber. Rewards have alſo been frequently 
offered by him for the beſt conſtructed mail cart, on ſome plan, to prevent the frequent robbery of 
the mail, but without effect. Indeed, it is at preſent generally entruſted to ſome idle boy, without 
character. mounted on a worn-out hack; and who, ſo far from being able to defend himſelf, or 
eſcape from a robber, is much more likely to be in league with, him. 

* poſt ſhould certainly be as ſafe and expeditious as any other regular ſtage in the 8 
for, till it is ſo, Whatever penalties are held out to coachmen, carrying parcels, the public, as their 


convenience 
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convenience directs, will ſend by the ſafeſt and moſt expeditions conveyance, to the very great ofs 
of the revenue of the Poſt-Office, 
© The compariſon betwixt the poſt and the diligences, from Bath to Lodi will pretty nearly 
ſerve for the whole kingdom. The diligence that ſets out from Bath, at four or five on Monday 
afternoon, will deliver a letter about ten on Tueſday morning, while the poſt that leaves the ſame 
place at ten or eleven on Monday night, does not deliver a letter till two or three on Wedneſday 
afternoon, and frequently much later. Nothing, therefore, prevents the poſt from loſing the con- 
veyance of many more letters than it does at preſent, but the cheapneſs of the carriage, when com- 
pared with that of the diligence. By the poſt a letter coſts only four-pence ; and by the diligence, 
booking, carriage and porterage, will make the charge amount to about two ſhillings ; nevertheleſs, 
many perſons, both at Bath and Briſtol, ſend by the latter; and indeed, throughout the kingdom, 
every letter, to which expedition is neceſſary, is now ſent by diligences, where they are eſtabliſhed. 
It is, therefore, adviſed to contract with the maſters of theſe diligences, to carry the mail, and 
a guard to protect it; and this, it is preſumed, may be done by them not only better, but as cheap 
as the preſent method, which in general is three-pence per mile for the boy and horſe. . The 
diligences ſhould go at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour; ſo that, allowing a quarter of an 
hour to change the horſes, and for each Poſtmaſter to change the bags, the mail will be conveyed 
from Bath to London in ſixteen hours. Beſides, theſe machines would have a recommendation 
above all others, both for paſſengers and parcels, as they would be punctual to time, and be pro- 


tected by a guard, which muſt prove an additional motive for the maſters to contract the cheaper 
with Government. : 


% 


« Diligences are now eſtabliſhed from almoſt every town in the kingdom to London, and in many 
cities and capital towns where the croſs-poſt communicates, as from Bath and Briſtol to 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Cheſter, Oxford, Exeter, Plymouth, - Portſmouth, &c. which would be 
a great benefit to the croſs poſts; and in many places, where they are not yet eſtabliſhed, a contract 
for the mail might induce people to do it. 

If the diligence was free of turnpikes, it would be a great ſaving to Government, and a very 
trifling tax on tolls, which, for a carriage and pair, from Bath to London, is about nine ſhillings, 
and a carriage and four, eighteen, it would be ſo much towards payment of the carriage of the 
mail; and, taken all through the kingdom, muſt amount to a very large ſum annually. 

« It is certainly a very great hardſhip on individuals, that they are liable to an heavy penalty on 
-ſending letters by diligences, &c. as they may go out at an hour when the poſt does not, and at a 
time when a letter requires diſpatch ; yet ſeveral pounds muſt be paid for an expreſs, or a ſervant 
ſent poſt to do what may be done much better, for half a crown, by the coach. All that Govern- 
ment wants is to ſecure the poſtage of any letter, not ſent with -parcels of goods, or by private 
hands, The great object, therefore, muſt be to carry cheaper, ſafer and ſwifter, than any 
other carrier, and that will ſecure the buſineſs to the Poſt-Office better than any penalties 
whatever. | - 

«© The Poſtmaſter of every town muſt know the exact time the mail ſhould arrive, and either 
himſelf, or ſervant, be ready at the inn, where the horſes change, with his packet of letters, to put 
in the general bag, and to take out thoſe brought for him, He muſt be very inexpert indeed, if he 
cannot change his packets, as ſoon as the oſtler does his horſes. If he is not ready, the diligence 
by no means to wait. If, on enquiry, the ſalaries of officers are not proportioned to the truſt and 


duty, Government will undoubtedly advance them, but no more keep a negligent ſervant, in a 
department of the Poſt-Office, than in the Exciſe, 


As 
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As the hours of ſending off the mails, from every office in the kingdom, are ſettled to accom- 
modate the General Poſt-Office, by the propoſed alterations they may, perhaps, be changed in moſt 
places: to Tome the alteration may prove convenient, to others inconvenient ; yet, at the very. 
worſt, the conſideration, that the letter, which may be ſent on the morrow, will arrive at the place 
to which it is directed, as ſoon as one now ſent to day, will far overballance it. | 
A Committee of Gentlemen, Merchants, &c. in each town, might, perhaps, ſuggeſt a better 
method of regulating the poſt, for their own diſtrit, than perſons always employed in the office, 
in London. Some intelligent out-riders, who travel for orders to the different parts of the 
kingdom, and have experienced inconvenience in their correſpondence, would be likely to furniſh. 

very uſeful information, which the office ſhould not fail to encourage from every quarter. Where 
new roads are continually forming, and manufacturing villages growing into large towns, the poſt 
of ſuch a country mult be liable to continual variation, and open to great improvement. 

lt may be adviſable to conſult with the Merchants, &c. in London, how far it may be proper 
for the General Office to ſhut at ſeven or eight in the evening. The Change being ſhut up at three, 
and the Banker's ſhops at fix, the buſineſs would be much better done than at twelve at night, 
or one or two in the morning, and cheaper to Government. On examination, perhaps, it may be 
ſo regulated, that the letters may be delivered ſo much earlier than they are at preſent, as to leave full 
as much time, after the receipt of the letter, to anſwer it, as there is now, though the poſt would 
go out earlier The encreaſed expedition of the poſt would alſo allow for the miſſing a day. 
Indeed, an early hour, at the office, would occaſion earlier hours for the diſpatch of buſineſs that is 
to be communicated by it. 

lt is preſumed that, by theſe, and other improvements which may be made, letters might be 
delivered in nearly half the time they now are, from many parts of the kingdom; and, as the public 
pay an additional tax with leſs reluctance, when it is grounded on great improvement and con- 
venience, the poſtage might be advanced in the proportion of ſix-pence for four-pence, but double 
and treble letters in a ſmaller degree; for, as the diligence can carry any weight of letters, every 
. encouragement ſhould be given to ſend ſmall packets by the poſt; and, as Government would pay 
about three-halfpence a pound, for. one hundred mules, the public ſhould not be made to pay one 
ſhilling and four-pence by the ounce. 

. « By the act of 1765, the poſtage of a ſingle letter, which uſed to be three-pence for any diſtance. 
under eighty miles, was altered to one penny for one ſtage, and two-pence for two ſtages, under the 
idea that, by doing it ſo cheap, Government would have. the great number of letters, ſent by - 
carriers, &c. in preference to them, not conſidering that they were ſent for expedition, not for 
cheapneſs. By the preſent regulation of the prices of poſtage, from the General Poſt-Office, a ſingle 
letter is a penny for one ſtage, two-pence for two ſtages; any diſtance beyond that, and not 
exceeding eighty miles, three pence, From eighty miles to any part of England be the diſtance 
what it may, even Berwick- upon- Tweed, which is three hundred miles, only four-pence; ſo that, 
beyand eighty miles, there is no ſort of proportion kept between the diſtance and the charge, though 
to Edinburgh the charge is ſix-pence. Letters, which paſs through London, are charged the poſtagg 
to London, and from thence to the place of its deſtination. 

The American charge ſeems to be on a better plan than that in England, viz. For a fingle letter, 
above ſixty miles, four-pence ; above one hundred, ſix-pence; above two hundred, eight-pence ;. 
not above three hundred, ten-pence, &c. Suppoſe the charges, in future, were at the following 
rates, throughout Great-Britain, viz. A ſingle letter, not exceeding twenty miles, two-pence ;. 

| forty, 
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forty, three pence; Gxty, four-pence ; ; eighty, five-pence; one hundred, fix-pence; and after that 
an additional halfpenny, on every twenty miles, to and from ad part, whether the letter paſſes 
through London, or not. 

TFTDhe groſs receipt of the Poſt Office annually, from the time it was firſt eſtabliſhed in the reign of 
Charles II. to the act paſſed by Queen Anne for its improvement, gradually increaſed to 111,4611. 
and is now ſuppoſed to be about 500,cocl. | | 

« From the propoſed and other improvements, the revenue would not only be increaſed to a very 
conſiderable amount, but the public be better accommodated. Some regulation might alſo be adopt- 
ed with reſpect to the privilege of franking. Perhaps, the beſt check on abuſes in this particular, 
would be to oblige the members of Parliament to write the day of the month and year on the frank, 
n and to charge the letter if not ſent to the office the day it is ſo dated. 

« Poſtage is really no tax, but a fair and reaſonable price for ſo much labour, which Government, 
by its monopoly, is enabled to do cheaper than any individuals, and ſhould do with greater expedi- 
tion and ſafety, or ſubmit to the loſs of the public's employing other carriers in 1 preference to 
theirs.” 

This plan, which has fince been adopted, in its material points, with ſo much ſucceſs, was neceſſarily 
delayed by the changes which took place in the adminiſtration of the country, Though it ſhould be 

mentioned, to the honour of Mr. Palmer, that his ſcheme of reformation was approved by all par- 
ties, and that the ſeveral Miniſters, as they ſucceeded each other, gave every proper encouragement 
to him. The difficulty he found in executing his plan did not proceed from Government, but from 
the Poſt Office; from whence, indeed, he experienced a degree of oppoſition which it is not our buſi- 
neſs to mention in the detail, and on which we ſhall only obſerve, that it does not appear, upon the 
moſt favourable examination, to be reconcileable to any principle of common ſenſe, policy, or in- 

tegrity. At length, however, the ability, ingenuity, and indefatigable ſpirit of the preſent Comp- 
troller General, under the protecting wiſdom of the preſent Miniſter, has brought this undertaking 
to a very high degree of perfection, and has given an example of public ceconomics which never be- 
fore exiſted in this or any other country. | 

Of the preſent ſtate of this moſt uſeful undertaking we may obſerve from the beſt information, 
that Mr, Palmer has more than fulfilled every engagement he made with government. The con- 
tracts for the conveyance of the mails are made at 20,0001. per annum leſs than was originally agreed 
for ;—the acceleration and extenſion of the poſts are far greater than were at firſt promiſed, the mails 
being now conveyed, not only in half the time they uſed to be, to moſt parts of the kingdom, but 
in one-third, and even one-fourth of the time in many of the croſs poſts ;—theſe poſts are all like- 
wiſe made daily inſtead of three days per week to 320 towns, and likewiſe the ſame additional con- 
venience given to 201 towns on the general poſts, &c. 

The public are alſo equally indebted to Mr. Palmer for his new arrangement of the interior duties 
of the General Poſt Office; and the extent of that obligation may be eaſily diſcerned by attending to 


the following comparative view of the old with the new duties of this important department of public 
buſineſs. 


OLD, 


&.. 


0 5 Þ. 

The people employed in the inland office, 
were detained there from ſeven or eight o'clock 
in the evening, till one, two, three, and ſome- 
times four and five in the morning, to prepare 
the mails for going out; their conſtitutions 
ſuffering all that time by the pernicious effects 
of the ſmoke from 70 to 100 half- pound tallow 
candles; & and from fix or ſeven in the morning 
till noon, afternoon and night, preparing the 


letters inwards for delivery, which ſometimes . 


in winter have not been ſent out by the letter 
carriers till eight o'clock at night. 

The letter carriers walks were, many of 
them, ſo extenſive, as to take up from three, 
to five and fix hours in.ſerving, after being 
diſpatched from the office, 


It ſometimes happened in winter, that mails, 
after having been detained upon the road a day, 


and ſometimes two days beyond their time, 


arrived ſo late in the evening, as not to be 
opened till the day following ; and that the 
letter carriers not having been ſent out till fix, 
ſeven or eight o'clock at night, they could 
not, on account of the extent of their walks, 


deliver all the letters till the day after; ſuch 
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The hours of morning attendance are from 
fix till from nine to eleven, during the very 
worſt part of the winter, and the reſt of the 
year from fix till eight, half paſt eight or nine. 


In the evening from half paſt four or five till 


Two hours in ſerving, is the time to which 
they are generally reduced, two hours and an 
half at the utmoſt, including the walk from 
the General Poſt Office to the commencement 
of the delivery. | 


If a mail does not arrive in time for the ge- 


neral delivery, notice is given to the letter 
carriers to wait in certain quarters of the town, 
after they have done their firſt duty, till the 
twelve letter carriers Who ſort in the inland 
office, are diſpatched to them with the con- 
tents of the late mail, for a ſecond delivery. 


additional delays and irregularities increaſing 


the general inconveniencies from the tardineſs 
of the Poſt Office. 

The duty in the inland office was extremely 
neglected, and great contempt and indifference 
prevailed to proper ſubordination and controul. 
The mode Iikewiſe of performing the duties, 
was very ill calculated either for diſpatch, re- 
ſponſibility, or for the benefit of the revenue. 


* 


An entire new conſtitution is introduced; 
the officers are claſſed according to their ſeni- 
ority ; the moſt experienced are entruſted with 
a limited controul over the junior members, 
and rules laid down for effecting a proper ſub- 


ordination in the juniors, PunQuality of 


attendance is excited by rewards, which are 
furniſhed by fines exacted from thoſe who vio- 
late neceſſary rules, and unworthy and inca- 
pable perſons are to be precluded from promo- 
tion. Checks are likewiſe eſtabliſhed for the 


greater regularity and ſafety of correſpondence, 


as well as to guard the revenue. 


* It was aſcertained in the year 1784, that out of 100 people who had been appointed to ſituations in the inland 
office, there was not, at any one period, ſix that had ſurvived it twenty years. 
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The letters inward were ſorted by the junior 


clerks of the inland office, who, being igno- 
rant of the town delivery, and indifferent how 
they did it, they were taken into the letter 
carrier's office in a ſtate that rendered it neceſ- 


ſary to ſort one-third of them over again; 


which, with other obſtruQions to the progreſs 
of the buſineſs, have made it as much as fix 
hours from the arriyal of the.laſt mail to the 
going out of the letter carriers. 


If any one mail belonging to a diviſion con- 
fiſting of three, or four, or five mails, did not 
arrive for ſeveral hours after the reſt, the con- 
tents of thoſe which arrived early, were detain- 
ed in the inland office till the lateſt was brought 
in and ſorted, and then all the parts were ſent 
into the letter carrier's office together, which, 
by throwing ſo great a quantity of letters upon 


the carrier's office at a late ſtage of the buſi- 


neſs, could not fail to protraQt the finiſhing it 
very conſiderably. | 

The experienced claſs of officers ſacrificed 
the moſt important part of their time, in an 
evening, to ſorting and preparing newſpapers 
for conveyance; and, thereby, were utterly 
diſabled from ſuperintending, as they ought, 
the ſubordinate people of their ſeveral divi- 
ſions, who were employed in taxing and 
examining letters. | 

Deputy Poſtmaſters, if fraudulently in- 
clined, had only to return their letter-bills, 
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A ſelection of the moſt intelligent letter- 


carriers, appointed to ſort them, in the firſt 


inſtance, in the inland office, ſaves all the 
time that uſed to be loſt by the re-ſorting 
them in the letter-carrier's office ; beſides the 
advantage gained by the former ſorters being 
employed in opening and examining the con- 
tents of the bags, as the mails arrive: and 
with ſo much correctneſs is this part of the 
duty performed at preſent, in conſequence of 
the regulations and diſcipline lately intro- 
duced, that when the weather, and the ſtate 


* of the roads, allow the ſeveral mails to arrive 


at their appointed hours, the letter-carriers 
are very ſeldom kept in the office more than 
an hour, and generally not more than three- 
quarters of an hour, after the arrival of the 
laſt mail; and eyen when, from the badneſs 
of the roads and the weather, the earlier mails 
do not arrive ſo ſoon as uſual, and all the 
mails croud upon the office together, as muſt 
ſometimes be the caſe, an hour and an half is 
the utmoſt time they are kept, inſtead of ſix 
hours, as above deſcribed. 

The buſineſs goes on progreſſively, through 
all its ſtages, without interruption ; and, if . 
any one of the mails does not arrive by the 
time the reſt are ready for delivery, the letter- 
carriers are ſent out, and proviſion made for 
ſorting and delivering the contents of the late 


mail, as ſoon as it does arrive. 


A ſeparate apartment is now prepared for 
ſorting and making- up newſpapers; and the 
ſenior officers left entirely to aſſiſt and ſuper- 


intend the more important object of taxing 
and examining letters. 


The nightly charges to fuch Poſtmaſters as 
return their bills, are doubly told; and an 


3 inattention 


1 
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with a memorandum that they were over- 
charged, and the deduQtion required was ſub- 
ſcribed to, without a poſſibility of detection, 
on account of the irregularity with which the 
charges were entered; and, for want of a 
proper check, near 400 Poſtmaſters bills have 
been returned, in one week, for correction, 
the charges not agreeing, or ſaid not to agree, 
with the actual amount of the letters ſent.— 
Innumerable inſtances have occurred of their 
being under-charged to the amount of 10l. 
in a bill of 2ol. and claims for overcharges 
allowed to nearly the ſame amount. 

The entry of the amount of poſtage, 
chargeable upon the country Poſtmaſters, and 
which, in the firſt inſtance, is done by the 
aſſiſtant clerk of each diviſion, was neglected 
to a degree ſcarcely credible. Sometimes the 
amount of many of the poſt towns was not 
entered at all for days together. Sometimes 
the amount of certain nights poſtage charged 
to other nights, which varied conſiderably in 
the amount. Sometimes the account, for 


ſeveral days together, of one month, not 


entered at all under that month, but under 
another. Oftentimes more ſeparate charges 
entered in a month than there were poſt days, 
and the poſtage of one ninth part of the letters 
ſent away, not entered at all. The day of the 
month frequently not ſet down againſt the 
columns which contained the charges; even 
the name of the month did not appear; and 
many of the columns incapable of being any 
way applied or underſtood. From books ſo 
kept, the Accomptant-General had to make 
out the charges on the Poſtmaſters. 

The very great number of letters miſ-ſent, 
as well as of miſtakes in Poſtmaſters' bills, 
was chiefly owing to the clerks having, every 
bye night, between 4 and 5ooo, and every 
grand night, between 10 and 11,000 newſ⸗ 
papers to ſort and prepare for conveyance ; 
and there being no means of aſcertaining to 


what particular officers ſuch blunders were to 


be charged; for the ſenior officers were ſo 


— 


letter-bill, as well as miſ-ſent letter, poſted up 


_ 
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inattention to the article of charging, or 

making out the letter bills, detected, by an 

examination into the Poſtmaſters* returns, 


before ſo much time has elapſed as would 
render it doubtful who prepared the ſame. 


The ſenior of each ſeparate diviſion being 
made reſponſible for the due performance of 
all its duties, the bills are now regularly and 
accurately entered, and every mif-charged 


each Monday, in-the Public Office. This 
duty, as well as the reft, therefore, 1s no longer 
ſubject to ſuch errors. 


The ſelect letter- carriers, employed in the 
morning to ſort letters for the town delivery, 
are employed, in the evening, in ſorting the 
newſpapers, which affords the. ſenior officers 
leiſure to attend to the conduct of their 
aſſiſtants, and to ſuperintend the whole buſi- 
neſs of their ſeveral diviſions for which they 
are made reſponſible. Effectual checks are 
prepared for aſcertaining the particular officer, 
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fully employed about the newſpapers, that 
they could pay no attention to the inaccuracies 


of their aſſiſtants, which were too much con- 
fidered as things of courſe, and unavoidable, 


The amount of letter-bills inwards, paid 
and unpaid, uſed to be entered by three of 
the ſenior clerks, who were allowed five 
guineas each per annum for the ſame. The 
extra allowance marks that it was confidered 
to be an extra duty, and to be performed after 
the ordinary duties were finiſhed; inſtead of 
which it was conſtantly done whilſt the 


morning letters were preparing for delivery; 


and, of courſe, the officers employed about 
it, might as well not have been there at all, 
for any benefit of diſpatch box ſervices 
afforded, 


Letters, from all parts of the kingdom, 


containing money, or having money under 
ſeal, were continually miſſing, and no means 
whatever were tried for preventing the evil. 


There was no certain method eſtabliſhed, 
by which it could be aſcertained, whether all 
the letter bags arrived, that ought to come in 
on any particular day, A book, indeed, was 
kept, which was intended to anſwer ſuch pur- 
poſe; but the manner in which it was kept, 
entirely defeated the end, and ſerved merely 
to ſhew the miſtakes of the office, without 
affording any proof of their being reQified, or 


diſpatched from the office. 
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who is accountable for every miſ-ſent letter 
The numbers 
chargeable to each are written againſt his 
name, and fixed up every week in the office ; 
and, though theſe regulations have not yet 
been ſo matured as to produce all the good 
effects they are capable of, they have already 
reduced the number. of miſ-ſent letters to leſs 
than half what they were before, | 

This duty is now performed by the check- 
book-keeper, and his aſſiſtant, and occupies 
four or five hours of the day that does not at 
all interfere with his other employments, nor 
occaſion any additional expence for that par- 
ticular ſervice. Conſiderable advantage is alſo 
gained in expediting the morning buſineſs, 
by confining the clerks, who uſed to enter the 
bills, to the preparing the letters for delivery. 


A check is eſtabliſhed, by which it is 
ſcarcely poſſible for a money-letter, addreſſed 
to London, to be withheld by any one of the 
many perfons through whoſe hands it muſt 
paſs, from the time of its being put into the 
country office, to that of its delivery by the 
Jetter-carriers; not one inſtance of a loſt 
money-letter, to London, having occurred 
fince this regulation was adopted ; whereas, 
formerly, frequent complaints were preferred 
every week. Further checks are intended to 
be applied, to guard the correſpondence againſt 
other frauds. - 

A regular entry is made, and bags, as they 
arrive, ſo accurately marked off, that it can 
be known, at any time, what bags are miſſing, 
how long they have been due, and what days 
ſuch, as did not come in courſe, arrived at 
the office. | 


The 


E + 8 


| > 8:00 

ſhewing whether bags, which did not arrive in 
courſe, ever came afterwards or not. 
A very conſiderable expence was incurred, 
under the head of extra duty, performed by 
the people m the inland office, much of which 
was occaſioned by granting extra pay to thoſe 
who attended in the place of others, who 
ought to, but did not attend. There have 
been inſtances of nine, ten, and eleven abſent 
officers, who ſhould have been on duty, and 
who received their pay the ſame as if they had 
been there, but for whom others attended, 
and were paid extra. 

The bagman, or perſon appointed to fur- 
niſh new bags, and to mend-the old ones, 
was at liberty to charge as many new bags, or 
for repairing as many old ones, as he thought 
proper, there being no check whatever ſet 
on him. | 


— 


The want of method in entering accounts, 


reſpecting the riding work, and other articles 


relative to the Poſtmaſter's claims and allow- 
ances, occaſioned great perplexity in them, 


frequent delays and diſputes, and ſubjected 


the revenue to continual injury, Upon 
examination, the books: preſented ſeveral in- 


ſtances of payment being continued, for per- 


formance of duty, for years after that duty 


had been transferred, and equal pay allowed 


to another. 


The mails were unprotected, and frequently 
robbed. The expences of proſecution, &c, 
have exceeded 4000l. per annum. 


The inland office was fo much too ſmall, 
that the clerks were continually in each others 
way; notwithſtanding which, the window- 
man, or clerk, of the paid-letter office, had no 
other place to tranſact his buſineſs, but a ſeat 
in the inland office, at one of the windows 

2 


l. 


The expence, or extra duty, is entirely 
diſallowed; and, if one officer attend for 


- another, it is either as his voluntary ſub- 
ſtitute, or he is paid by the perſon for whom 


he acts. 


Proper perſons are appointed to examine 
all the bags, as they come in; to keep thoſe 
that are in good condition ſeparate from ſuch 
as want mending ; to make a regular entry of 
the number, and to grant permits for all new 
bags, in the place of ſuch as can be uſed no 


longer. 


By confining the attention of an able 
accomptant to the preparing new books, and 
eſtabliſhing a clear method of keeping regular 
entries of every thing relating to Deputy 
Poſtmaſters allowances, and by regularly 
checking them every quarter, previous to the 
making up each Poſtmaſter's account, paſt 
errors are, as far as poſſible, corrected, and 


the revenue guarded againſt a repetition of 


them in future, 


All the mails, conveyed upon the new 
plan, ate protected by a guard, who is pro- 
vided with a blunderbuſs, a brace of piſtols, 


and proper ammunition for the uſe of the 


ſame. Each guard is ſworn to his duty, and 


finds two reſponſible bondſmen, as ſureties, 


for his good behaviour, 


The office, though ſtill very confined and 
inconvenient, has been enlarged, by taking in 


part of the back yard, as far as the extent of 
that ground would admit; and a paid-letter 


office is ereQed, in the fore court, where the 


buſineſs thereof is carried on, without any 


ſort: 
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which opened to the Paved Court, where it 


was poſſible to practiſe fraud and colluſion, in 
various ways, if he were ſo inclined, and 
could not be free from continval interruption 
in his buſineſs. 


The clerks of the paid-letter office, com- 


monly called window-men, who take poſtage 
for letters, return over-charges, &c, &c. 
ſhould be of the beſt character for integrity, 
in a place of ſuch truſt, as well as profeſſional 
ability, having continual enquiries to anſwer 
relative to every department of the office, 
But, though there was ſo great an opening 


for fraud and colluſion, character or ability 
were, in general, by no means adequately 


conſidered in this department. | 
The letter-carriers, and others, employed 
to do meſſengers duty, uſed to charge, at the 
end of every quarter, for as many attendances 
as they pleaſed, as no check was employed 


againſt ſuch an overcharge. 


% 
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ſort of interruption, and free from tlie in- 
ducements to fraud, which the former fitua- 
tion of the window-man afforded. 


It is hoped that proper officers fill this 
ſituation ; yet, for better ſecurity, ſuch checks 
are eſtabliſhed as muſt, in a great meaſure, 
prevent any fraud on the revenue, even if the 
parties were-inclined to practiſe it. 


A book is now kept, in which ſuch per- 
ſons: enter their names, when they are em- 
ployed. This is examined and ſigned every 


day, and checks their bills at the end of the 
quarter, | 


Thus has Mr. Palmer, to the very great and acknowledged advantage of the whole kingdom, 


given accelerated expedition, perfect ſecurity, an aſſured punctuality, and an encreaſed revenue, 
to che Adminiſtration of the General Poſt Office. 


AN 
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N D E 


COMPREHENDING 


A fuccintt View of whatever is moft remarkable in the commercial Hiſtory of Europe, 
but more particularly of the Britiſh Empire, from the Year 1762, (the Period at 
which Mr. ANDERSON finiſhed his Hiſtory) down to the Year 1789 incluſive. 


A 
A. D. 
1768 C4 DE MY, Royal, eſtabliſhed this year by his Majeſty, p. 120. 2 
1787 Addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament to the Throne, on the treaty of commerce between 


Great Britain and France, p. 639. 

1766 Adminiſtration, a change of, and obſervations thereon, p. 83. 

1782 a change of, p. 405. i 

1782 ——— a change of, p. 487. 

1783 a change of, p. 478. 

1783 a change of, p. 516. 

1765 Africa, a bill paſſed to ſupply the export trade to it with calicoes, Kc. p- 57 

1783 a bill paſſed to ſecure and regulate the trade of, &c. p. 540. 

1788 — a bill paſſed to regulate the manner of carrying ſlaves from the coaſt of, p. 677. 

1764 African Company, a bill paſſed for veſting Senegal, &c. in them, p. 49. 

1765 Agents for Prize Money, a bill paſſed to regulate, p. 72. | 

1774 Ale and Beer, amount of the exciſe on them for this year, p. 174. 

1784 Aliens Goods, petty cuſtom on them diſcontinued, p. 570. 

1764 America, the Houſe of Commons paſs a vote that it was juſt and requiſite to eſtabliſh ſtamp 
duties there, p. 60, 

176 5 — the trade of it ſuffers great inconvenience from the regulations of Mr. Grenville againſt 
ſmuggling, p. 03, 64. 

1565 preliminary obſervations on the ſtamp act which was paſſed in this year, p. 60 to 66. 

1766 — the act for impoſing ſtamp duties there, repealed, p. 85. 

1766 — the declaratory act was paſſed, relative to the right of Great Britain to tax the colonies of 
America, p. 85. 


America, 


CHRONOLOOICAL IN DREx. 

A. b. | 

1767 Amer ica, the temper of its 8 at the beginning of this, year, p- 103. 196, 

an act paſſed to impoſe duties on tea, paper, painter's colours and 5 imported into the 
Britiſh plantations in America, ibid, _ 

1763 —— ſubſiſting uneaſineſſes between irs colonies and Great Britain, v. I i6. 5 

1569 —— critical ſtate of its colonies, p. 127. | bY 


te conduct of Parliament with reſpect toi it, ibid. ; | X > 


— 


continues to oppoſe Britiſh importations, p. 135. 
- duty on paper, painter's colours and glaſs, imported | into America diſcontinued, 76%. 
—— ditto on tea continued, 15, | 

aſſembly of Maſſachuſet's Bay. its conduct to the governor, p. 146. 


1770. 


1771 


1772 continues to exerciſe a ſpirit of refiſtance ta Great Britain, p. 155. 
1773 conduct of ſome of the Colomen with reſpect to the importation of tea from Great Bri- 
| tain, p. 165. 5 
- Emigrations from Treland to America i in this year, p. 165-6, 
1774 the population of its principal provinces, p. 178. 


1775 —  defigns of the Britiſh government with reſpect to it, p. 180. 
—— reſolution moved by Lord North reſpecting any particular province or colony of it, 10%. 
— 2 bill ꝓaſſed to prohibit the c commerce of certain of its provinces with Great Britain, &c. 
p. 181. 
a ſecond bill reſtraining the commerce of other of its provinces, p. 182, 
—— the principalevents which took place there in the courſe of this year, regularly ſtated, p. 185. 
| non-importation and non- exportation agreements took place throughout it, ibid. 
FE? a bill paſſed to prohibit all trade and commerce with it, p. 186. | 
the ſending commiſſioners thither, recommended in the ſpeech from the throne, p. 190. 
= Congreſs of, iſſuing letters of marque againſt the ſubjects of Great Britain, p. 192. 
—— the Congreſs of, declare its independence, July 4, ibid. 
all intercourſe with it forbid by the Empreſs Queen, id. e 
—— all the delegates of it in Congreſs ſign articles of confederation and union, Oct. 4, p. 194 
—— the renunciation of its allegiance repreſented in a ſpeech from the Throne, 3519. 
1777 — its privateers diſtreſs the Britiſh commerce, p. 200. 
the Congreſs apply to France for aſſiſtance, p. 206. 
1778 —— Commiſſioners appointed by Great Britain to treat with the Congreſs, p. 221. 
—— the independence of it acknowledged by France, ibid. 
1779 — the commiſſioners return from thence, p. 241. 
obſervations on the ſtate of the war with it, 6:4. 
1780 —— ſtate of the war there at this period, p. 299, 300. 
—— the Congreſs engage in a ſecret treaty with the Dutch, p. 304. 
ſtate of the war there, p. 327. 
tee continuance of the war violently oppoſed in the Houſe of Commons, p. 378. 
the Houſe of Commons addreſs the King againſt the continuance of the war, p. 403. 
various motions, &c. on the ſame ſubject, p. 404, &kc. 
an accommodation with it, the great object of the Engliſh Miniſtry, p. 436. 
—— the Congreſs refuſe to enter into any immediate negotiation, p. 437. 
——— 2 bill paſſed to enable his Majeſty to conclude a peace or truce with the colonies of it, P. 459. 
1783 — its ſituation at the cloſe of the war, p. 4)6. 


1776 


1781 


1782 


1 RE 


"* 


* 
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1783 e regulations for 12 a trade wich it, p. 478. 


— Aͥeclaration of the King in Council relative to the commerce of Great Britain with that 


country, p. 516. 
1784 — an eſtimate of the iahabirants of the United States, p. 57 . 
— the bill of laſt ſeſſion continued for the better carrying on trade with, p. 575. 


— a bill paſſed for the better carrying on trade and commerce between the e United ns and 
Great Britain, &c. p. 577. 
1785 —— anatt paſſed by the en of Maſſachuſet's, againſt exportation in Britiſh ſhips, 
P. 599. 


— A bill paſſed the Britiſh Parliament to regulate the trade lumen Great Britain and the 
United States, p. 605. 


1786 — ditto, for continuing a commercial intercourſe with the United States, p. 629. 
1770 American Merchants petition Parliament, p. 135. 
1776 ä complain loudly of the abuſes of the prohibitory act againſt America, b. 191. 
1763 Am/terdam, very conſiderable bankruptcies there, p. 8. 
1764 Annuities, a bill paſſed for conſolidating certain of them, p. 50. | 
1777 Annuities for Life, abſtract of a bill paſſed for regiſtering the grants of them, p. 208. 
1780 Anſwer of the Britiſh court to the declaration of the Empreſs of Ruſſia reſpecting the _ 
neutrality, p. 277. 
1787 Armament fitted out this year, an account of the charges of it, p. 669. 
1780 Armed Neutrality, an account of it, p. 271, &c. 
— declaration of the Empreſs of Ruſſia concerning it, p. 27 3 
— ditto of the King of Denmark, p. 274. 
— — ditto of the King of Sweden, p. 275. 
answer of his Britannic Majeſty on the ſubject of it to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
P-277- 
— ditto from the King of Spain, p. 279. 
—— memorial of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, « on the ſubje& of it to the States General, 
p-. 279, 280. 
— the treaty for the 3 of it between the reſpeRtive powers ſpecified at large, 
281, 
— the Queen of Portugal refuſes to accede to it, p. 303. 
17% Arcot, Nabob of, his connection with the Eaſt India Company, p. 202. 
1785 — examination into the nature of his debts, &c. p. 595. 
— difference between the Eaſt India Directors and the Board of Controul, on the ſubje& of 
his debts, p. 590. 


=—— motions made in both Houſes of Parliament, relative to the conduRt of the Board of Con- - 


4 troul, reſpecting his debts, 1c. 

1 784 Arrèt of the French King relative to the commerce of the Weſt Indies, p. 567. 

— reſpecting the entry of Engliſh merchandize, p. 651. 
1787 Artificers, a bill to prevent the ſeducing of them in the iron and ſteel manufactories, p- 668. 
1765 Arts, Manufafures, and Commerce, Society of, eſtabliſhed at New York, p. 68. 
1773 Aſſay Maſters, appointed in Birmingham and Sheffield, p. 167. 
1765 Athol, Duke of, diſpoſes of all his rights in the Iſle of Maa to the Crown, p. 50. 
1779 Auctions and Sales, a tax laid on them, p. 262. 
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1782 Bahama Iſlands taken by the Spaniards, p. 418, 

1781 Baltic, the King of Denmark's declaration reſpecting the navigation of it, p 355. 
1782 Bank of Ayr, a bill paſſed for the further relief of perſons concerned in it, p. 458. 
1774 = — a bill paſſed for redeeming annuities granted from thence, p. 176. 


1764 Bank of England, an agreement eſtabliſhed with them by Government for raiſing certain ſums 
of money, &c. p. 50. 


4. D. 


1773 the Directors give notice of their idee of the defaced gold coin, p. 167, 
1781 - — a new charter granted to it, and the terms of ſuch grant, p. 365. 

— — makes a call of eight per cent. on its capital ſtock, p. 388. 
1785 ———— the payment of two millions to it poſtponed, p. 605. a | « 


1773 Bank Not-+, clauſe of the bill to prevent the counterfeiting them, p. 1 
I 704 Bank Stock roſe eight per cent. on the dividend being raiſed per cent. for the laſt half year, p. 49, 
Bankrupts, a bill paſſed to prevent frauds by them, p. 50. 


—— 2 bill paſſed to prevent inconveniencies from their being entitled to privilege of Parlia- 
ment, p. 50. ä 
1772 — a bill paſſed to amend an act to prevent frauds by them, p. 159. 
1786 — a further bill to prevent the frauds of, p. 630. 
1763 Bankruptcies at Amſterdam, Hamburg, &c. p. 8. 


—— conjeQures concerning the cauſes of them, p. 9. 


1767 Barley, Meal and Pulſe, the duties on the importation of them diſcontinued, p. | 108. —Sce 
Corn, Grain, Oc. 


1764 Barnard, Sir John, his death and character, p. 60. 
1768 Governor, altercations between him and the Aſſembly of Maſſachuſet's Bay, p. 116, 
1764 Beaver Skins, the duties on the importation and exportation of them regulated, p. 49» 
1776 Beer and Ale brewed for ſale in Dundee, a duty impoſed on it, p. 197. 
1780 Beer, exported from England in this year, p. 321. 

— theannual quantity exported from England alone at three different periods, p. 519. 


1783 — import and export of it into and from Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 529. 
1782 Belligerent Powers, ſtate of them, p. 439. | 


1764 Bermuda, the inhabitants of it gather ſalt on the Turks Iſlands, P. 48. 


1765 Bills of Exchange and Promiſſory Notes, a bill paſſed to regulate them in Scotland, p. 7 3. 
1782 Bills of Exchange (inland), Promiſſory Notes, &c. a ſtamp duty charged upon them, p. 459. 


1784 —— the act charging ſtamps on them amended, p. 575. 

1787 — —— 2 bill paſſed to perpetuate two acts of George III. relative to them, p. 668. 

1977 Bills of Exchange, abſtract of a bill paſſed for reſtraining the negotiation of them, p. 209. 

1778 — — abſtract of an act relative to the forging the acceptances of them, p. 237. 

1764 Bills, paper, a bill paſſed to prevent ſuch as may be iſſued in the colonies from being legal 
tender, p. 50. 

See alſo Canada Bills. | 

robs Bills of Mortality for London and other cities and towns of Great Britain and Europe for this 
year, p. 28. 

1764 — the ſame for this year, p. 60. 

1765 the ſame for this year, p. 83. 

1766 the ſame for this year, p. 105. 


Bills 
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1767 Bills of you, penn for London and other cities and towns of Great Britain and a for this 
year, p. 116, | 
1768 = the ſame for this year, p. 125. 
1769 the ſame for this year, p. 135. 
1770 — the ſame for this year, p. 143. 
1771 —— the ſame for this year, p. 155. 
1772 — the ſame for this year, p. 163. 
1773 — — the ſame for this year, p. 171. 
1774 —— the ſame for this year, p. 178. 
177.5 ——— the ſame for this year, p. 190. 
1776 — the ſame for this year, p. 199. 
1777 ———— the ſame for this year, p. 212, 
1778 — the fame for this year, p. 241. 
1779 the ſame for this year, p. 265. 
1780 — the ſame for this year, p. 326. 
1781 — the ſame for this year, p. 402. 
1782 the ſame for this year, p. 463. 
1783 — the ſame for this year, p. 536. 
1784 the ſame for this year, p. 580. 
1785 — the ſame for this year, p. 607. 
1786 — the ſame for this year, p. 628. 
1787 — the ſame for this year, p. 669. 
1788 — the ſame for this year, p. 694. 


1773 Birmingham, an Aſſay- maſter appointed to that place, p. 167. 
1764 Blake, Mr. releaſed from his obligation to the Society of Arts on account of the land 8 
fiſhery, p. 45. 
—— a ſum of money granted him by Parliament for the encouragement of his patriotic under- 
taking, p. 46.— (See Land Carriage Fiſhery). 
1781 Books and Paper, the amount of their exports from Ireland in one year, p. 394. 
1782 — the quantity exported from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 
1783 ——— import and export of them into and from Ireland in this year, p. 528. 
1768 Baſton, a great tumult there, p. 117. p 
Boſton and New York, non-importation agreements entered into by them, p. 118. 
1771 —— the reſiſtance of its inhabitants to the officers of the revenue, accompanied with great in- 
humanity, p. 146. 
1773 —— the conſequences of the arrival of ſhips laden with tea, p. 165. 
1774 — Port bill, p. 71. 
1776 — ſupplies ſent to the Britiſh army there, p. 19. 
1776 Boſton, in Lincolnſhire, a bill for regulating pilots, and preventing miſchief by fire in that port, 
P. 197+ 
1786 Bounties, a bill to prevent frauds in obtaining them, p. 630. 
1788 Bourdeaux, the number of veſſels which entered its port in this year, p. 692. | 
1766 Briſtol, the number of ſhips which were entered inwards and cleared outwards from thence in 
this year, p. 97. 


4 Y 2 Briſtol, 
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1773 Bilek the eee of ſugars into that port in this year, p. 166. in 
1776 —— a bill paſſed to remove the danger of fire among ſhips in that port, p. 19 17. 

1785 Briti/h Fiſheries, reſolutions moved in the Houſe of Commons on the ſubject of them, P- 597- / 


1785 — a bill brought into Parliament relative to them, p. 598. 
a bill paſſed for the further encouragement of them, p. 605. — 
1786 — - a bill for the till further encouragement of them, p. 630,—(See Herring Fi 7 Bery, G. » | 


1783 Britiſ Shipping greatly encreaſed by excluding the American ſhipping, p. 520, &c. 
1786 Britiſh Society, incorporated by act of Parliament, for . the fiſheries of the kingdom, 
Kc. p. 630. 
1784 Britiſb Spirits, a bill paſſed for the better * of the making and NE of — Ce. 
p. $77- 
Britiſh and Foreign Spirits, a bill paſſed for deſtroying them We condemnation, p · 1— See 
Spirits). 
1765 Bugles, a bill paſſed to encourage the importation of them, p- 72. 
1764 Buildings, a bill paſſed for regulating them, and preventing fires, p. 49. 
1766 — a bill paſſed to amend the above aQ, p. 98. 
1775 Bunker's Hill, the action of, p. 185. 
1773 Bure, the river, in Norfolk, a bill paſſed for extending its navigation, p. 167. 
1775 Burke, Edmund, moves his conciliatory propoſitions relative to America, p. 184. 
1764 Butcher s Meat, the high price of it referred to a committee of the Houſe of Commons, p. 46. 
— — examination of perſons before the committee on that ſubject, ibid. 
1772 — — the price of it advanced at this time, and the ſuppoſed cauſe, p. 1 56. 
1783 Butter, Iriſh and Engliſh, annual quantity exported from England at 3 different periods, p. 519. 
1779 Byron, Admiral, his arrival i in the Weſt Indies, and conduct, p. 251. 


C. 
1776 Caiſſe d Eſcompte, or Diſcount-office, eſtabliſhed at Paris, p. 196, 
1783 — an account of its failure, p. 522. 


1774 Calders, the river, a bill paſſed for improving the navigation of i it p. 176. 
1765 Calicoes, a bill paſſed to export them to Africa, p. 72. 
1783 — the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 526. 
| —— Britiſh and Iriſh, bounties granted thereon, p. 538. 
1777 Calico Printers and Dyers, allowed to employ Journeymen who have not ſerved a regular ap- 
prenticeſhip to the trade, p. 208. 
1787 Calico Manufacturers of Great Britain * the Eaſt India Company, the competition between 
them ſtated at large, p. 654, &c. 
1764 Cambric, a bill paſſed to encourage the Britiſh manufacture of it, p. 50. 
1767 —— a bill paſſed to prevent the wearing of foreign, p. 109. 


1763 Canada, judgment pronounced at Paris againſt Buder e there by the King of France, 
for mal -adminiſtration, p. 10. 


176 3 Canada Bills, application made concerning them to the King of France, by the Britiſh mer- 
chants, ibid. 

1765 — — the French King's arret concerning them, p. 71. 

1766 — — finally ſettled, p. 86, 87. 


1782 Canada Sales, the amount of them in this year, p. 441. 
1783 = the ſame in this year, p. 521. 
| 5 
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1784 — Bills, the amount of them in this year, p- 568. 
1785 — the ſame in this year, p. 598. 

1786 the ſame in this year, p. 627. 


1766 Canal, a . one made from Little Gevendraeth river, in Caermarthendhire, r. -97- 
U tee ſame from the river Severn, near Tilton Bridge, p. 98. 
the ſame from Wilden Ferry, Staffordſhire, &c. ibid. 
1768 —— the ſame from the river Forth to the Clyde, in Scotland, p. 122.. 
— tee ſame from Birmingham to Bilſton, &c. ibid, 
1769 — the ſame from Oxford to Coventry, p. 131. 
1770 —— the ſame from Leeds to Liverpool, p. 139. 
1772 — the ſame from the river Dee to Nantwich, p. 158. \ 
1773 —— the ſame from the ſpring near Skipton in Yorkſhire, &c. p. 167. 
1775 — the ſame to Oxford, &c. p. 188. | 
—— the ſame from coal mines at Apedale in Staffordſhire, &c. ibid. 
1776 —— the ſame from Stourbridge, in Worceſterſhire, p. 197. 
UZ the ſame from Hider's Green in the County of Stafford, &c. p. 539. t 
1783 — the ſame from the Trent to the Merſey, improved and enlarged, p. 538. | 
—- the ſame from the Thames near Leachlade, &c. ibid. 
Canals of Leeds and Liverpool conſolidated, p. 539. 
1782 Candles, the quantity exported from Ruſſia in this year, p. 441. | 
1784 wax, certain duties on them repealed, and other duties granted i in lieu thereof, p. 577. 
— duties granted on licences to make or ſell them, ibid. 
1781 Cape of Good Hope, an account of the expedition to attack that ſettlement, p. 368. 
1775 Cards and Dice, the number of them ſtamped this year, p. 187. 
1779 Cargo of a Spaniſh ſhip taken by the Dart privateer, p. 2 59. 
1787 Cargoes, a particular account of thoſe returned from Peterſburgh in this year, p. 6 — 
1763 Carolina, South, produce of it entered for exportation during a certain period, p. 7. 
1765 Cattle, live, free exportation of them allowed from Ireland, &c. p. _ 
1771 —— the exportation of them prohibited, &c. p. 150. 
1772 —— the annual account of the ſale of them at Smithfield for forty years, p. 156. 
1774 number of, ſold in Smithfield in this year, p. 175. 4 
1785 Chamber of Manufacturers petition Parliament, p. 632. 
1780 Charl:/lown taken from the Americans by General Clinton, p. 299. 
1775 Chatham, Earl of, his motion to recall the troops from Boſton, p. 179. 
—— offers a bill to the Houſe of Lords to ſettle the troubles of America, ibid. 
1778 — his death, p. 231. 
1780 Cheeſe exported in this year, p. 327. 
1783 — the annual quantity exported from England alone at three different periods, p· $19. 
1766 Chelmer, the river, made navigable from Malden to Chelmsford, p. 98. 
1776 Cheſter, a bill paſſed for erecting light-houſes, &c, in that port, p. 197. 
1787 China, the number and tonnage of Britiſh India ſhips laden there for the feaſon 1786-7, p. 666; 
— the quantity and ſorts of tea imported in this year from thence, p. 667. 
—— the amount of ſilver ſent annually from England to that country for three years, ibid. 
1717 Clay, tobacco-pipe, allowed to be exported to the Weſt India Iflands, P+ 207. | 
1775 Cloctworth, William, his letters-patent for making Porcelain, enlarged, p. 188. q 
| | : | Cloths, 


\ 
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277% Cloths, an account of the quantity ee in che Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire from 1749 
to 1770, p. 146. 
——— the number. of broads milled i in the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire for a coruin number of 
. Years, p. 147. 
— ditto of narrows, ibid. #1) 
tie number of pieces mile duxieg the years 1769 and 1970, ibid. | 
1759 Clyde, the river, a bill paſſed for improving its navigation, p. 1 31. 11 
1774 Coach Duty, its amount for this year, p. 175. | 
1778 ——— the ſame for this year, p. 231. 
1776 Coach Ad, abſtract of it, p. 197. 
2765 Coals, a bill paſſed to grant duties on the exportation of them, p. 72. 
1766 —— further regulations to prevent frauds in the meaſurement of them, p. 98. 
1773 — the amount of their importation into London in this year, p. 166. 
1777 — the quantity imported to London in this year, p. 207. 
further regulations to prevent frauds in the meaſurement of them, p. 207. 
1779 — tar produced from coal, p. 260. 
1780 —— the annual importation of them into London for ten years, p. 321. 
1785 — a bill paſſed for the better ſecuring the duties on them, p. 605. 
1788 — an account of them in each port of England in this year, p. 691. 
. — the quantity of them imported into London for three ſucceſſive years, p. 692. 
A exported from Great Britain for two ſucceſſive years, ibid. 
1785 Coal Trade, combinations of the ſhip owners and others concerned in it, p. 600. 


notice ſerved by the water bailiff of London, the coal factors, &c. in conſequence of 
| combinations concerning it, id. 
brief hiſtory of, and obſervations upon it, p. 103<—r(appendininetics Newcaflle, Sc. 
1782 Cochineal, table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain for two diſtin& 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to which ſuch imports and exports 
are made, p. 450. 


— the quantity of it imported into and ad from England for ten years, p. 454. 
ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 


1783 n Nuts a bill paſſed to encourage the growth of them in the Plantations, p. 539. 
1784 inland duty on them taken off, p. 577. 


1767 Codbeck Brook, in Yorkſhire, a bill paſſed to render it navigable, p. 109. 

1780 Coffee, a bill paſſed to regulate the drawbacks on it, p. 323. 

1782 — table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, fon twodiſtin& years, 
with the names of the — from whence and to which ſuch i imports and exports are made, 
P. 451. 

1783 —— 2 bill paſſed to encourage the growth of it in the Plantations, p. 539. 

1784 the inland duties of it taken off, p. 577. | 

1769 Coinage of Maney, a bill paſſed to continue the duties for encouraging it, p. 1 31, 

1771 Coin, copper, a bill paſſed to prevent the counterfeiting it, p. 150. 

1773 gold; a bill paſſed to prevent the counterfeiting, &c. of it, p. 167. 


1774 — recommended to the attention of Parliament in the ſpeech from the throne, p. 171. 
reſolution of the Houſe of Commons concerning it, p. 175. 


r deficient in weight, the amount of it paid into che Bank, ibid. 
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1774 Coin, gold, a bill paſſed for regulating the nehthts to be uſed-in weighing it; p. 10 
— the ſame for ſupplying the ſum for the recoinage of it, ibid. | 


177 5 — the quantity of it iſſued ſince the year 1772, p. 18). 
1776 — regulated by proclamation, p. 194. | 
1778 — an account of the quantity brought into the Mint from Great Britain and Ireland by 


the ſeveral proclamations, with expences of recoinage, &c. p. 236. 
1780 Coin, new regulation relative to the exportation of it into Ireland, p. 323. 


1764 Colonies, abſtract of the act for granting certain duties on jo in them, and encouraging 
trade to the Sugar Iſlands, &c. p. 51. 


1766 — a bill paſſed for regulating certain duties in them, Kc. p. 98. 
1773 the amount of tea conſumed. in them before the importation duties were a p- 165. 


—— the annual amount and value of the ſhipping at this time built in EY ibid. (dee the 
Weſt Indies, America, Sc. | 


1781 Combined Fleet of France and Spain enter the Channel, p. 370. 
| return to port without executing any enterprize, P- 377+ 

1780 Commerce, a chronological table of it in Great Britain, from the Reſtoration to this year, 
p- 322. 

1786 Commerce and Navigation, treaty of, between the Courts of London and Verſailles, p. 614. 

1787 —— debated in Parliament, p. 632, &c. - (See Treaties, &c.) 

1775 Commiſſioners, the ſending them to America recommended inthe ſpeech from the throne, p. 190. 

1778 ——— appointed to treat with Congreſs on the means of quieting the diſturbances of Ame · 
rica, p. 221. 

arrive at Philadelphia, the ill ſucceſs of their embaſly, p. 227. 

— of Public Accounts. (See Public Accounts). 

1784 Commutation A, the hiſtory and principles of it, p. 550, &c. 

| Coney Skins and Coney Wool, the exportation of them prohibited, p. 576. 
1774 Congreſs, firſt general one held at Philadelphia, p. 173.—(See America). 
1785 Conſul General, John Temple, Eſq; received in that character from Great Britain by: the Con- 
greſs of America, p. 600. 
1782 Contractors with Gewrnment, abſtract of an act for refiraining them from Gving i in Purlia- 
ment, p. 459. 
1786 Convention between the Cents of London and Madrid, p. 613. 

1787 between his Britannic Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King, in ad rg certain 
articles of the Treaty of Commerce, p. 647. 

relative to the meaning of the thirtcenth article of the treaty of peace ſigned at Vers 
ſailles, September 3, 1783, p. 649. 

1781 Conveys, Weſt Indian and American, outward and homeward bound, eſcaped the combined 
fleets in the Channel, p. 371. | 

1780 Conway, General, his unſucceſsful attempt to bring i in a bill to compoſe the troubles in Amo- 
rica, p. 295. 

Cook, Captain James, ſome account of his voyages, p. 317, &c. 
1781 Coote, Sir Eyre, reſtores our affairs in the Carnatic, p. 361. 
Copper Plate Engravings, (appendix), advancement in that branch, p. 697. 
1980 Copper, a bill to prevent the carrying it in ſheets coaltways, p. 323. 
177 5 Copy- rigbt in certain books confirmed to the Colleges of — and Wincheſter, p. 188 


3 | Cordage, 
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1785 Cordage, a bill paſſed to regulate the manufacture of it for ſhipping, p. 60g. 

1786 — Britiſh made, a bill to allow bounties on the exportation of, p. 630. 

1765 Corn, a bill paſſed to enable his Majeſty to prohibit the exportation of it, p. 7 3. 
ditto, to allow the free importation of it, &c. ibid. 
1766 —— A bill paſſed to probibitthe exportation of, &c. p. 979. 
addreſſes from London, Briſtol, Norwich, &c. on the high price of i it, 1514. 

— his Majeſty addreſſed by both Houſes to continue the embargo on it, ibid. 

2767 — his Majeſty empowered to permit the further IIs of 1 it, &c. p. 109. 

1768 certain laws relative to it continued, p. 122. n | 

1770 — abſtraQt of an act for regiſtering the prices of it, &c. 1 38. 

1771 the imports and exports of it in this year, p. 232. 

1972 — bill paſſed the Commons, altered by the Lords, and finally rejected by the Commons, PI 57. 
a former act amended relative to the exportation of it, p. 158. | 
1773 a bill paſſed to regulate the importation and exportation of it, p. 167, 
1774 —— z bill paſſed to regulate the prices of its imports and exports, p. 176. 
1775 — an account of its exports and imports. from the year 1770, p. 187. 
1787 —— Britiſh, the quantity exported in this year, p. 667. 
foreign, imported and exported during the ſame period, ibid. 
1772 Corn and Grain table of exportation from SIS — five years, with the bounties, 

- prices, &c. p. 157, 158. 


1774 — the exportation of it allowed to the Sugar Colonies, &c. p. 1 
bs — Indian, the importation of it allowed, ibid. 
1778 the imports and exports of it into and from Great Britain, &c. from 1771 to 1778, 


with the bounties, drawbacks and duties, p. 232. 
the average prices of it in England and Wales from 1771 to 1778, p. 236. 
- allowed to be imported to Newfoundland, &c. p. 237. 


17979 ——— na table of their imports and TOs for this years with the bounties, auties, draw- 
| backs, and average prices, p. 260. 
1780 - — the ſame for this year, p. 320. 
Z a bounty allowed on the exportation of them, &c. p. 323. N 
1781 — their imports and exports, &c. in this year, p. 390. 
1782 — the ſame for this year, p. 444, 
1783 ——— their imports and exports in this year, p. 536. 
1784 the ſame for this year, p. 574. 
3785 ———2n account of the quantity exported from and imported into England. during this 
year, p. 602. 


— ditto from and into Scotland, p. 603. | 
——— —— bounties on the exports of them from England, id. 
_ ————— drawbacks on them, ibid. 
- bounties on the exports of them from Scotland, ibid. 
— duties on the importation of them into England and Scotland, ibid. 
-: average prices of them in England and Wales, ibid. 
1786 — their exports and imports, &c. from and to England and Scotland, p. 628. 


1788 — imports and exports of them during this years p- 694. — (See Grain, "mh Barley 
| Rye, Meal, c.) | | 
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1783 Corn and Meal, import and export of them into and from Ireland on two averages of three 
years, P. 529. WY | 
2784 Corn Spirits, quantity of them made in Scotland, with their diſpoſal, from ot to 1784, 
p. 569. | 
178 5 — part of an act repealed relating to the diſtillation of them in Scotland, Pp» 60 — See 
Spirits, Britiſh Spirits, Diſtillery, c.) 
1786 Corn Waſh, duty on it from Midſummer 1749 to Midſommer 1786, p. d Spirits 
Diflilkry. 
1781 Cornwallis, Earl of, bis military Eo and final ſurrender, p. 376, &c. 
1768 Corfica, treaty concluded between France and Genoa for the ceſſion of it, p. 121. 
declaration of the French King to the inhabitants of it, ibid. 
1774 Cotton Manufactures, the exportation of utenſils employed in them prohibited, p. 176. 
1778 Cotton Yarn manufactured in Ireland, the importation of it allowed, p. 237. 
1779 Cotton Mool, certain duties on it diſcontinued, p. 262. 
1781 Cotton and Cotton Fabrics, the export of them from Ireland in this year, p. 393. 
| Cotton and Cotton Wool, certain duties on the importation of it, p. 298. 
1782 Cotton Yarn Manufactures, their exports from Ireland in this year, p. 442. 
1783 Cotton Wool, Cotton Yarn, &c. the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of 
. three years, p. 520. 
Cotton, mixtures of, the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, 
p- 526. 
Cotton Yarn, &c. mixtures of, the exportation of it from Ireland, for three years, 527. 
Cotton and Flax, a bill paſſed to encourage the manufacture of them, p. 539. 
1785 Cotton Stuffs, duties are laid on them, p. 605. ; 
1786 Cotton, a bill to encourage the manufacture of it, p. 630. 
1769 Coventry, a navigable canal from thence to Oxford, p. 1 31. 
1767 Council, orders of, relative to grain, &c. p. 110. 
1785 Courts of Conſcience, a bill paſſed for regulating them in the bills of mortality, p. 605, 
1765 Cumberland, Duke of, his death and character, p. 71. 
1777 Currants and Prunes, damaged, the duties on them regulated, p. 208. 
1783 Currants, the importation of them prohibited in ſmall packages, p. 537. 
1769 Cuſtoms, a bill paſſed for the better ſecuring the duties of them, p. 131. 
1787 the conſolidation of them debated in Parliament, p. 640, &c. 
—— the groſs receipt and neat produce of them for two years, p. 658. 
1786 Cuſtom and Exciſe Laws, a bill paſſed to continue them in certain caſes, p. 630. 
1787 Cuſtoms and Exciſe, a bill paſſed to repeal certain duties on them, &c. p. 667. 
1763 Cyder Att, abſtraQ of it, p. 4. 
= occaſions much public diſſatisfaction, p. 6. 
proteſt entered againſt it in the Houſe of Lords, ibid. 
| 1764 der and Perry, abſtract of the 9 act concerning the duties laid on them, &c, 
P- O. 
me ad for laying additional Jutien on them amended, p. 49. 
1766 Cyder Ad repealed, p. 86, 
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1768 Dantzich, the number of veſſels which arrived there this year, p. 122. 
1782 — the ſame in this year, p. 441. 
Debt. — (See National Debt). | | 
1766 Declaratory AF, relative to America, paſſed, p. 85, 86. 
1786 Deeds and Writings, a bill for the more eaſy proof of their execution in Great Britain ws the 
Eaſt Indies, p. 630. 


1781 Demerary and 1ſſequibo, the ſettlements of, taken from the Dutch, p- 330. 


1782 re · taken by the French, p. 414. 

1780 Denmark, King of, his declaration concerning the armed neutrality, p. 274. 

1781 the ſame, reſpecting the navigation of the Baltic, p. 355. 

1985 his proclamation for encouraging the Whale Fiſhery in his kingdom, xc. p. 598. | 

1779 Diſiillers, private, a bill paſſed to prevent frauds by them, p. 262. | 

1788 of corn, in London and Scotland, petition Parliament, p. 673. 

1784 Diflillery, revenue ariſing from it, from 1764 to 1784, p. 568. 

1785 — revenue arifing from that of corn in England, for a certain period, p. 601. 
— - ditto, from that of melaſſes, p. 602. 

1785 — the number of gallons contained in the ſtills, &c. in the ſeveral collections of 
England and Wales, p. 600. 

1786 revenue ariſing from it, in England, in the years 1785 and 1786, p. 627. 

1778 Dominica, the iſland of, taken by the French, p. 227. 

1787 a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods, there, p. 668. 


1763 Dublin Society, patriotic conduct of it, p. 9. 

1776 Dundee, a duty impoſed on beer and ale brewed there for ſale, p. 197. 

1776 Dutch Eaſt India Company, the ſtate of it, p. 196. 

1781 Merchant men, great numbers of them taken by Engliſh privateers, p. 329. 

1782 Settlements, ſeveral of them taken on the coaſt of Africa, by Capt. Shirley, p. 418. 
Fi bery.— (See Whale Fiſhery, — Herring Fiſhery, &c.—and Holland.) 

1763 Duties, additional ones, impoſed in this year, p. 24. 

1764 the ſame, in this year, p. 55. 

1765 the ſame, in this year, p. 76. 

1766 ——— the ſame, in this year, p. 100. 

1767 the ſame, in this year, p. 112. 

1768 — the ſame, in this year, p. 125. 

1769 —— the ſame, in this year, p. 133. 

1770 the ſame, in this year, p. 141. 

1771 ——=— the ſame, in this year, p. 152. 


1773 ——— the ſame, in this year, p. 178.— (For the ſucceeding years, ſee Ways and Means.) © 


1774 on imports and exports, at the Cuſtom-Houſe, Dublin, for one year, p. 174.— 
(See Ireland.) 
1767 American, a bill paſſed to put them into the hands of Commiſſioners, p. 110. 


1787 ——— Tariff of, to be paid on certain merchandizes, conformable to an Arret of the French 
King, dated the 6th of May, p. 652. 


Rates of the ſtamp duty, in France, on commercial inſtruments, p. 6583. 
1788 Duty, an equalizing one, on ſpirits diſtilled in Scotland, and brought into England, p. 674. 
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1781 Drapery, the quantity of it exported from Great-Britain to Ireland, in this year, p. 393.— 
(See Moollen Cloth, — Ireland, &c. 

1786 Drawbacks, a bill to prevent fraudulent practices in obtaining them, &c. p. 630, 

1777 Dyers and Calico Printers, allowed to employ fen, who have not ſerved a regular 
apprenticeſhip to the trade, p. 208. 

1783 Dying, a bill paſſed to prevent abuſes in the trade of, p. 538. 


E. 


1775 Earthen ware, painted, a certain Kind of it permitted to be imported, p. 188. 
1764 Eaſt-Indies, unfavourable news brought from thence, by the Lapwing Packet, p. 44. 
1791 State of the Government there, at this period, p. 339. 
Petitions from thence to Parliament, p. 341. 
— an account of the war carried on there, p. 359, &c. 
— Affairs in the Carnatic reſtored by Sir Eyre Coote, p. 361. 
1782 State of the war there, by ſea and land, p. 410. X 
1783 the expedition into the Canara country, under General Matthews, fome ascount of, 
&c. p. 482, 483, &c. 
— an account of the war there continued, p. 482, &c. 
— an account of the peace arrived at Madras, July 4th, p. 485. | 
1786 a bill for regulating the trials of perſons accuſed of committing certain offences 


chere, p. 630. 
— a bill paſſed for the more eaſy proof of the execution of "es and writings there, 


3 

1787 Eaſt India Bill, of 1184, einerally called Mr, Pitt $ Bill, petitioned againſt by the inhabitants 
of Fort William, in Bengal, p. 646. | 
1764 Eaft India Company, Engliſh, very violent debates, on the unfavourable intelligence from the 
' Eaſt-Indies, p. 45. 

1767 — the conduct of Parliament with reſpect to them, p. 107. 
propoſals from them accepted by Parliament, ibid. 
— bills brought into the Houſe of Commons concerning them, p. 108. 
petition the Houſe of Commons againſt one of theſe bills, with the arguments 


thereon, ibid. 
— 2 bill paſſed to regulate their dividends; p. 109. 
the ſame, to eſtabliſh an agreement between them and Government, ibid. 


_— 


_ 


1768 ———— a ſecond bill, to reſtrain their dividends, paſſed both Houſes, p. 119. 
— — the Directors reſolve to * the ſale of the command of ſhips in their ſervice, 
p. 120. 5 
— a ballot, at the India Houſe, on the ſubject of their revenues, 1514. 
1769 — negotiation between them and Government, p. 128. 


their ſubſequent agreement with Government, id. 
———— ſend out an extraordinary commiſſion to India, p. 129. 
the circumſtances of it at this period, ibid. 
1770 — determine the half year's dividend, at 6 per cent. p. 135. 
——— 2 bill paſſed for regulating perſons employed in its ſervice, p. 138. 
4 2Z 2 a/. 
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1772 Eaft India Company, a bill paſſed to reſtrain them from appointing ſuperviſors, for a limited 
time, p. 159. 
——— tee affairs of it recommended to Parliament, in the ſpeech from the Throne, 
P. 155 


Sele Committee 8 to enquire into the ſtate of it, &c. ibid. 
———— the affairs of, particularly recommended to Parliament, in the ſpeech from the 
Throne, p. 163. 
1770 — a Committee of 'Secrecy appointed for taking its affairs iuto conſideration; theic 
* report, ibid. 
diſcuſſions in Parliament relative to them, ibid. 
1773 — petition Parliament for a loan, which is granted, ibid. 
—— — reſolutions in Parliament concerning them, p 164. 
— contents of a bill, paſſed for the better management of their affairs 1 in India, as well 
as in Europe, ibid. 
1776 — its fituation at this time, p. 19t.. 
7777 ———— 2 bill paſſed for ſome further regulation of its affairs, pe 207. 
— their conduct on Lord Pigot's depoſition from the government of eins, p. 203. 
— ſome account of that event, id. 
1779 — — —— a bill paſſed for veſting in them certain territorial acquiſitions, &c. p. 262, 
give a bounty for raiſing men, and building three 74 gun ſhips, for the public 
ſervice, p. 259. 
1780 — A bill paſſed for continuing the poſſeſſion of its territorial e &c. xc. &c. 
P+ 323+ 


ſituation of it at this time, p. 295. 


1781 a bill paſſed for granting them, for a further — the excluſive trade to and from 
the Eaſt Indies, p. 398. 


— propoſitions concerning it offered by the Mini to the Houſe of. Commons, & e. 


p. 363. 
— the ſtate of it at this time, p. 365. 
1782 ——— ſome account of it at this time, p. 409; 
1783 ———— 1ts treaty with the Mahrattas, p. 479. 


— 


abſtracts of two bills brought into the Houſe of Commons, by Mr. Charles Fox, 

for regulating their affairs at home and abroad, with the debates in Parliament thereon, 
p. 507, 508, &c. 

———— 2 bill paſſed to indemnify them in certain * &c. p. 428 


1784 ———— Mr. Pitt brings in a bill for the regulation of their N p. 543˙ 
— abſtrad of the bill, p. 543, 544. 


= debates on it, and its rejection, p. 544, 545+ 

— Mr. Pitt brings in another bill for its relief; abſtract of it, and the debates there- 
upon, carried by a great majority, p 563, 564, &c. 

— further time allowed them to fulfil their engagements witlr the public, p. 575. 

— a bill paſſed for the relief thereof, &c. p 577. 


1785 ———— the orders of the Directors relative to the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, rejected by 
the Board of Controul, p. 596. 


— motions in both Houſes, on the conduct of the Board of Controul, ibid. 


Eaſt 


CHRONOLOGICATL INDEX, 


_ 2 


3786 Eaft India Company. a bill paſſed for the regulation of it, p-. 629. 
——— the ſame, reſpecting their excluſive power to nominate the Governor-General and 
Council of Fort William, &c. ibid, | 
| ———— 2 bill to enable it to raiſe money by the ſale of annuities, &c. p. 630. 
19787 —— 2 the Committee for hearing the Bengal petition, againſt Mr. Pitt's bill, diffolred, 
P; 047+ 
——— the number and tonnage of its ſhips, laden in Chika; for the ſeaſon, 1786- 7. p. 666. 
1788 ——— the Board of Controul for the affairs of it, are veſted, by an act of Parliament, with 
= = relative to the expence of raifing and ſending * to the Eaſt Indies, 
75» 07 
— reſolutions reſpecting i it agreed to in the Houſe of Commons, p. 676. 
1785 Eaſt India Directors, difference between them and the Board of Controul relative to the debts: 
of the Nabob of Arcot, p. 596. 
1480 Eaft and Wet India Fleets, the greater part of them taken, p. 30g; 
— obſervation on that event, ibid. 
3766 Eaft India Goods, a bill paſſed for regulating the duties on certain kinds of them; when ex- 
ported from Great Britain, p. g8. 


1781 —— the quantity of them imported into Ireland from Great Britain. in -this year,. 
P. 395+ 
1782 exported from Great Britain to Ireland in one year, p. 443. | 
1783 imported into Ireland, p. 530. 
1777 Eaft India Ships, a bill paſſed to prevent the clandeſtine unſhipping of goods from-on- board 
them, p. 207. 
1781 — Dutch, ſeveral taken by Commodore FFI Oe &c. p. 369. 
1764 Eaft India Stock fell fourteen. per cent. on account of cn IS « news from the Eaſt. Indies, 
p · 44+ 
1773 the number, &c. of its proprietors, p. 166.—(See Funds). 
1780 Eaft India Trade, a bil] paſſed to ſecure it to Britiſh ſubjects, p. 323. 
1787 the ſtate of it, p. 666. 


: Ebony, a bill paſſed relative to the duties on it, p. 668. i 
1776 Edie of the King of Portugal, prohibiting an intercourſe with the Americans, p. 193. 

1778 Embargo laid on French ſhipping in the Britiſh ports, p. 226. 
England, (See Great Britain.) 

1777 Engravers, a bill paſſed to ſecure their property in the engraving branch, p. 207. 

1778 Engravings, copper plate, vaſt increaſe in the trade and exportation of wo (appendix) p. 697. 

1763 Europe, brief obtervations on the ſtate of it, p. 29. 
Euſtatia, —i See St. Euftatia). FE 

1764 Exchequer Bills to the amount of a million, taken by "8 Bank, p. 52. 

1772 Exciſe, a bill paſſed to prevent frauds in the revenue of it, p. 159. 

1974 — the revenue of it for this year, p. 174. 

1785 a bill paſſed to transfer certain of its duties, &c. p. og: 

1786 Exciſe and Cuſtoms, a bill paſted to repeal certain duties on them, &c. p. 665.— ! See Cuftoms)e. 
Exciſe and Cuſtem Laws, a bill paſſed to continue them in certain caſes, p. 632. 
Exports, — (See Import.. 
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1771 Falkland's Nandi, an account of them, p. 143. a 
| — ER with the Court of Spain n. tho right to the poſſeſſion of them, 
„ des 6. 
— his Majeſty! 8 ere in his ſpeech from the throne 8 the conduct of 
Spain relative to them, 761d. . 
— given up by Spain to Great Britain, ibid. 
e account of them by Mr. Thomas Falkner, an Engliſh Jeſuit, contradicts the 
favourable repreſentation given by Commodore Byron, p. 146. 
1785 Fees, Perquiſites, &c. a bill paſſed to examine into the abuſes of, and to regulate ſuch as are 
received in certain public offices, p. 605. 
19786 —— a bill paſſed for a further examination into the ſaid abuſes, &c. p. 630, 
1773 Fens, bills paſſed for draining of them, p. 167. 
1764 Fires, a bill paſſed for the prevention of them, p. 49. 


—— an account of Mr. Hartley' s invention for preſerving buildings from fire, p. 194. 1 See 
Buildings). 


1775 F;/h Oil, the quantity of it now conſumed in London, p. 184. | 
1780 Fifh, pickled, the quantity exported from England alone in this year, p. 321. 
1783 —— pickled, the quantity xp from England alone during three years, at diſtant periods, 
p. 518. 
1786 Fi N a bill paſſed for the more effectual encouragement of them, p. 630. 
| —— the ſame for incorporating the Britiſh Society for extending them; &c. ibid. 
1787 —— a bill paſſed to enforce further regulations, &c. p. 667. | 
1784 Fiſheries of Scotland, a bill brought into Parliament relative to them, p. 567. 
—— of Lough Swilly.— (See Lough Swilly). 
—— (See Whale Fiſhery, BL Fiſhery, Herring Fiſhery, Britiſh Fiſhery, Pilebara 
Fiſhery, Iriſh Fiſhery). 
1785 Flanders, ſtate of the trade of Great Britain with that country, p. 637. 
1787 Flaſks, wine and oil, a bill relative to the duties on them, p. 668. 


1764 Flax, rough and undreſſed, a bounty granted on the 2 of it from the Britiſh Ameri- 
can Colonies, p. 50. 


1770 a fund eſtabliſhed for the encouragement of it, p. 137. 
1786 —— a bill to allow a bounty on the importation of it from the Britiſh American Colonies, 
630. | 
2 a bil to encourage the manufacture of it, ibid. 
— a bill to encourage the growth of it, ibid. 
1787 — an account of, imported to ſeveral towns in Great Britain, p. 657. 
the quantity of it imported from Ruſſia to ſeveral principal * towns in England 
and Ireland in this year, ibid. 
1781 Flax and Flax Seed, allowed to be imported i into Great Britain ani Ireland, p. 98. 
1770 Flax Seed, a bounty on importing it into Ireland, p. 197. 
1783 ———— the value of, annually imported into Ireland, p. 389. 
783 Flax and Cotton, a bill paſſed to encourage the manufactures of them, p. 539. 


85 Florence Wine, the duties on the importation of it regulated, &c. p. 605. 
Fleur, — (See Corn Grain, Se.) 
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France, 
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1765 France, its ordinance relative to the Weſt India Iſlands, p- 71. 
1769 —— its Eaſt India Company become bankrupts, p. 128. 

—— its commerce greatly diſtreſſed, p. 129. 
1773 —— tlie number of pariſhes, and calculation of births in that AG Pe 171. 
1777 —=— temporizing conduct of it, p. 201. 


1778 — declaration of, to the Court of London, acknowledging the independence o of the United 
States of America, p. 222, | 


iſſues an order to ſeize all the Britiſh ſhipping i in its ports, p- 226. 
1779 — its declaration relative to the navigation of neutral veſſels, p- 256. 
its ordinance in favour of certain diſtrifts of Holland, p. 258. 
—— projects an invaſion of England, ibid. > 
—=— endeayours to engage Spain to join in the war againſt Great Britain, p. 247. 
conduct of Spain thereupon, ibid. 
1783 —— its ſituation at the cloſe of the war, p. 46. 
1785 — a decree of the King of, concerning the! importation of certain een goods, &c. p. 899 
1788 —— the deficiency of its finances, p. 689. 
— the commercial treaty with it.— (See Treaties). 

1779 France and Spain, the combined fleets of, enter the Channel, &c. P- 259. 
1774 Frauds, a bill paſſed to prevent them in certain manufactures, p. 176. 
1763 French Wines, additional duties on them, p. 4. 

17978 — Shipping, an embargo laid on it in the Britiſh ports, p. 226, 

1787 Levant Trade, a particular account of it, p. 657. 

1781 Frize, the quantity "oft it exported from Ireland in this year, p. 393- 
—— the quantity exported from Ireland during three years, p. 525. 

1779 Funds, public, a table of the variation of their prices for this year, 261. 

1780 the ſame for this year, p. 319. 

1781 —— the ſame for this year, p. 397. 

1782 the ſame for this year, p. 458. 

1783 — the ſame for this year, p. 537. 

1784 — the ſame for this year, p. 575. 

1785 —— the ſame for this year, p. 603. 

1786 —— the ſame for this year, p. 629. 

1787 —— the ſame for this year, p. 668. 

1758 the ſame for this year, p. 694. 

1785 Fuſtians, certain duties are laid on them, p. 605. 

| G. 


1768 Gage, General, arrives in America, p. 118. 
1785 Gauzes, ſilk, bounty regulated by law on the exportation of them, p. 605. 
1780 Geary, Admiral, takes twelve ſail of French merchantmen, p. 303. 
1781 Geneva, ſtate of its domeſtic troubles, p. 387. 
1782 its conſtitution ſubverted, p. 440. 


— many of its citizens propoſe to fix their reſidence in Ireland, p. 441. 
— reſolution of the Iriſh volunteers in favour of its refugees, ibid. 
1783 — agents from thence in Ireland, p. 523. 


1785 Genoveſe, the commiſſioners ſent from them treated with great reſpect in Ireland, p. 594+ 
Geneveſe, 
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1785 Geneveſe, a tract of land granted thim in the county of Waterford, p. 9 4. © 

—— reaſons why the ſcheme of their colonizing in Ireland proved abortive, ibid. bs 
_ © —— obſervations thereon, 7b:d. * r 4 

1787 Geneva, foreign; a bill relative to the duties on it, p. 668. 

1763 Georgia, exports of it during one year, p. 8. 

1781 Germany, Emperor of, makes Oftend a free port, p. 37 5. 5 

eſtabliſhes regulations concerning the navigation of the Netherlands, ibid. 

——— accedes to the armed neutrality, ibid. | 

1787 ——— ſtate of the trade of Great Britain with that unn), p. n 

1780 Gibraltar, ſtate of it at this time, p. 302. | 

1781 the efforts of Spain againſt it ineffectual, p. 366. 

— - the diſtreſſes of the garriſon deſcribed, ibid. 

— a a moſt gallant ſally from thence deſcribed, p. 367. 

1782 — the grand attack of this fortreſs, on the 13th o September, by the anked force of France 

and Spain deſcribed, p. 418. | | 

—— relieved by a fleet under the command of Lord Howe, p. 419 · 

1780 Glaſs Manufacture of Ireland, obſervations on it, p. 288. 

1781 Glaſs exported from Ireland in æhis year, p. 394. 

1782 export of it from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

1783 — the average import of it into Ireland for three years, p. 528. 

1787 —— imported, a bill to grant certain duties on it, p. 668.—(See Plate Glaſs.) 

1766 Gloves and Mitts, a bill paſſed to prohibit the importation of them, p. 98. 

1775 Glover, Richard, appears as agent for the Weſt India planters and merchants at the bar of the 

Houſe of Commons, p. 182. 

Goat Skins, raw, the importation of them allowed, p. 188. 
Gold, — (See Coin). 

2767 Grain, &c. orders of Council relative to it, p- 110. 

1772 —— prices of, per quarter, at Bear Key, p. 1 "| DI 
—— (Wheat, Barley, Oats,) a table of its prices for fiſteen ſucceſſive years, 73id.—(See cu, | 

Wheat, Wc.) 

Greaſe, — (See Hog's Lard, Tallow). 

1781 Great Britain, ſtate of it, at the commencement of this year, p. 327. 

1783 ———= its ſituation at the cloſe of the war, p. 476. 

1787 —— its trade with the principal countries of Europe, p. 636. ; 

2771 Greenland Fiſhery, the number of ſhips, &c. employed by the Dutch in this year, p· 1 80. 
———— the bounty on the tonnage continued, ibid. 


1780 — — a bill paſſed to extend it, &c. p. 323. 
1786 ———— new regulations of it, p. 612. | 
———— bill for the encouragement of it, p. Log | f 
1787 ———— an account of it, p. 657. 
1764 Grenada, Grenadines, &c. a ſale of lands in than advertiſed by roy! proclamation, p. 46. 
1780 — a bill paſſed to prote& goods the ord of thoſe iſlands on board neutral yeſſels, 
&c. p. 323. 


1779 _— Iſland of, its ſurrender to the French, p. 252. 
3787 ——— 2 bill to allow the e and export of certain goods therein, p. 668. 
: Grenuille, 


% 
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1765 Grenville, Mr. George, his hd and talents, p. 62. 
1769 Guernſey, goods permitted to be exported from thence to Newfoundland, p- 131. : 
1765 Gum Senegal, and Gum Arabic, a bill paſſed to alter the duties, &c, on theſe articles, p. 73. 
1774 Gum Senegal, the duties on the exportation of it reduced, p. 176. 


Gunpowder, Arms, Sc. a proclamation iſſued prohibiting the me of them, &e. p 17 5. 


H. 


1784 Hare Skins and Hare Wool, the exportation of them prohibited, p. ry 

1776 Harriſen, Mr. John, the inventor of the celebrated Time-keeper for diſcovering the longi- | 
tude, his death, p. 196. 

1777. Hartley, David, Eſq; bis patent, for the invention of i iron plates to prevent fires, enlarged, Pp. 205. 

1786 Haſtings, Warren, Eſq; charges againſt him debated i in the Houſe of Commons, p. 612. 

1787 — charges renewed againſt him, p. 647. 

U his impeachment voted by the Houſe of Commons, ibid. 

impeached at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, ibid. 

1767 Hats, anadditional duty on the importation of thoſe made of chip, ſtraw, cane, &c. p. 109. 

1781 the number of them exported from Ireland in this year, p. 394. 

1782 — number of them exported from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 

1783 — import and export of them into and from Ireland in this year, p. 528. 

1784 —— the export of them in this year from Ireland to America, p. 571. 

1777 Hat Manufactory, a bill paſſed to eſtabliſh regulations in it, p. 20). 

1785 Hay, the exportation of it prohibited for a certain time, p. 606. 

1786 —— a bill to limit the exportation of it, p. 629. | | 

1764 Hemp, a bounty granted on the importation of it and undreſſed as. from the Britiſh Ame- 
rican Colonies, p. 50. 

1767 —— premium granted for the encouragement of it, p. 110. 

1779 —— a fund eſtabliſhed for the encouragement of it, p. 137. 

1779 — a bounty granted for the importation of it from Ireland, p. 26r. 

1786 — a bill to encourage the growth of it, p. 630. 

| a bill to allow a bounty on the importation of it from the Britiſh American colonies, ibid, 

1587 — the quantity of it imported to ſeveral principal commercial towns in England, p. 6 57. 

1763 Hermoine, La, a Spaniſh ſhip, the cargo of it, when condemned as a prize, p. 13. 

3 diſtribution of the net proceeds of it, p. 15. 

1765 Herring Fiſhery, a bill paſſed to encourage it, p. 72. 

1772 — a bill paſſed to encourage it on the coaſts of the Iſle of Man, p. 159. 

1779 white, a bill paſſed for the encouragement of it, p. 261. 

1783 Herrings, the quantity exported from Ireland to * Weſt Indies in this year, p. 52 tber 
Fiſbery, Britiſh Fiſhery, &c.) | 

1769 Hides, raw, allowed to be imported from Ireland and America, p. 131. 

1787 — raw, a bill relative to the importation of them from Ireland and Britiſh America, p. 668. 

1781 Hides, raw, and Skins, the importation of them allowed from Ireland and the Britiſh Planta- 
tions in America, p. 398. 

1768 Hillſborougb, the Earl of, appointed the firſt American Secretary, p. 117. 

1786 Hog's Lard and Greaſe, a bill to diſcontinue the duties on importing them, p. 630. 


vor. : 5 B | Helland, 
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1780 Holland. a private treaty formed between that Republic and the Vnited States ba bee, 
p. 304. 
1781 — debates in Parliament on the war t entered! into againſt it, p. 337. | 
——— diſcontents there on account of the loſſes ſuſtained by rhe war with Great Britain, p. 343. 


applies to ſeveral northern courts for afſiſtance, p. 344. 
— ſtate of it at this time, p. 347. 


a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities with that power, propoſed by the Britiſh court, and refuſed, 
P. 417 
1783 — ſuſpenſi on of hoſtilities, &c. between that Republic and Great Britain, p. 47 5. 
—— it; ſituation at the cloſe of the war, p. 476. , 
2737 —— the tate of its trade with Great Britain, p. 637- | ay 
— (See Dutch, States General), 
1774 Hops, the amount of the duty on them this year, p. 174. 
1776 —— the amount of this year's duty on them, p. 197. 
1780 —— new regulation on the exportation of them into Ireland, p. 323. 
1786 —— a bill to regulate the exportation of, p. 629. 
1780 Hope, Thomas, Eſq; the death and character of that eminent merchant, p. 322. 
1773 Horſes, the number of them exported during a certain period, p. 166. 
1770 Houſe of Commons, order of, for the redemption of certain annuities, p. 135. 
1766 Houſes, Windows, &c, the duties on them extended, p. 98. 


1776 a method of preſerving them from fire, by David Hartley, Eſq; p. 194. 
1778 —— A duty impoſed on them, p. 237. 


1779 —— empty ones, the number of them in the city of London at this time, p. * 
1781 — the number of them in certain principal towns, p. 388. 
1784 — the number of them in Great Britain and Wales, p. 551. 


1782 


— inhabited, ſeveral duties thereon repealed, p. 577. — See Buildings). , 
1776 Howe, Lord Viſcount and General, appointed commitſioners to reſtore peace, &c, in America, 
p. 192. 


1782 Hudſon's Bay Company, ſeveral of their ſettlements, &c. deſtroyed by a French ſquadron, p- 418, 


1767 Hull, the river, a bill paſſed to improve its navigation in Yorkſhire, p. 109. 
1780 Hurricane, a moſt dreadful one in the Weſt Indies, p. 336. | 


I. 
1774 Jamaica, certain free ports eſtabliſhed there, p. 176. 
1779 the ſafe arrival of the fleet from thence, p. 259. 
1789 —— the planters and merchants intereſted in that iſland, petition Parliament for its proteRtion, 
p. 290, 
1781 —=— ſeveral laws for the eſtabliſhing free ports in that ifland continued, p. 398. 
1787 —— a bill to allow the import and export of certain goods therein, p. 668. 
1781 Jamaica and Barbadoes, an account of the loſſes fuſtained by them from the hurricane, p. 337. 
1765 Janſen, Sir Stephen Theodore, his character, p. 69. ? 


1769 Jer ſey and Guernſey, goods permitted to be exported from thence to Newfoundland, p. 131. 
1779 Jerſey, Iſle of, a fruitleſs attempt to ſeize it by the French, p. 251. 
1781 — attacked by the French, p. 328. 


—— preſcryed by the gallant conduct of Major Pierſon, p. 329. 


Imports 
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1763 Imports and Exports i into and from Great Britain, tables of them every fifth year, from the * ö 


ginning of the preſent century to this year, with the names of the places, &c. wee 3 
mercial intercourſe with Great Britain, from p. 30 to 44. | | 


1764 — table of the ſame for this year, p. 59. 
1765 — the ſame for this year, p. 82. | 
1766 — the ſame for this year, p. 104. 
1767 ———— the ſame for this year, p. 115. | 
1768 ———— the ſame for this year, p. 126. 
1769 ———— the ſame for this year, p. 134. 
1770 — the ſame for this year, p. 142, 
1771 — — the ſame for this year, p. 154. 
1772 the ſame for this year, p. 162. 
1773 ———— the ſame for this year, p. 190. 
1782 ———— the fame for this year, p. 457. 
1783 —— the ſame for this year, p. 535» 
1784 ———— the ſame for this year, p. 579. 
1785 — — the ſame for this year, p. 604. 
1774 — the amount of the duties on them at the Cuſtom-houſe in Dublin, for one year, 
P. 174. 
1782 table of them i into and from Scotland, for two years, diſtinguiſhing each year and 


place, p. 456. | 
1783 —— between England and Ireland, p. 531, Ke. 


— between Scotland and Ireland, p. 533, &c. 


1788 — annual totals of them from 1700 to the year 1787, p. 692, 693. 


1766 Indemnity, an act of, paſſed in favour of ſuch as had incurred penalties on account of the Stamp 


Act, p. 86. 
1774 Indian Corn, the importation of allowed, p. 176.—(See Corn). 


1770 Indigo, an act continued for encouraging the culture of it in the Britiſh Plantations, p. 137. 


1781 —— the quantity of it imported from the Eaſt Indies in this year, p. 395. 
1782 —— the quantity of it imported into England from India, p. 441. 
annually exported from America on an average of three years, ibid. 


—— table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two diſtin& 
years, with the names of the places from whence. and to which ſuch imports and exports 


were made, p. 449. 


—— the quantity of it imported into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 454- 


'—— ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455- 
1778 Inland Bills of Exchange, &c. a ſtamp duty charged upon them, p. 459. 


1772 Inſelvent Debtors, a bill paſſed to render the payment of their creditors more equal, &c. in 


Scotland, p. 159. 
1786 — 2 bill paſſed for the relief of them in certain caſes, p. 629. 
1787 Inſolvency, a bill of, debated in the Houſe of Lords, p. 645. 
bill thrown out, p. 646. 
1774 Infurances on Lives, a bill paſſed for the better regulation of them, p. 176. 
1782 Inſurance of Ships, the ſtate of it at this time, p. 441- 
Inſurances againſt loſs by fire, a duty charged on them, p. 459. 
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Inſurances, 
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L 1785 —— a bill paſſed for regulating ſuch as are made on ſhips, goods, xc. p. . 
Iubentions, mechanical, ſeveral uſeful ones, (Appendix) p. 707, &c. 
1965 Fourneymen, a bill paſſed to prevent combinations among them, p. 72. 
1766 — and Apprentices, à bill paſſed for the better regulation of them, p. 98. 
1768 Taylors, new regulations for them within the bills of mortality, p. 122. | 
1763 Ireland, ſums granted by the Houſe of Commons of that kingdom for rn its trade, ma- 
| nufactures and commerce, p. 10. 
172 — 2 bill paſſed to prevent frauds in the trade between that country and Great Britain, p 159. 
1778 — a committee of the whole Houſe of Commons to conſider of the trade of it, p. — 
condudt and debates of Parliament on the ſubject of it, p. 224, &c. 
1779 — ſuffers from the American war, p. 242, 243. 
—— diſpoſition of the Engliſh Parliament to afford relief to its ss ibid. 
—— obſervations on the ſtate of its trade, and the effect of it on the ſiſter kingdom, p. 244, 245. 
— the buſineſs of relieving it taken up in the Houſe of Lords, but put off to another ſeſſion, 
P- 245 
non-importation reſolutions agreed to to in Dublin, p. 246. 
—— ditto at Waterford, ibid. 
—— ſerious complaints from thence, p. 252, 253. 
—— military aſſociations take place there, p. 254. | 
—— the Britiſh Mutiny Bill denied to have any validity there, ibid. 
—— a free commerce the object of that kingdom, p. 255. 
the relief of it recommended in the ſpeech from the throne, 7bid. 
—— condu of the Britiſh Government with reſpe& to it, i524. 
—— 2 bill paſſed to grant a free trade, &c. to it, p. 262. 
a bill paſſed to allow a free trade between that kingdom and the Britiſh Colonies, P- 28 5. 
obſervations on the trade and commerce of it, p. 286, 287. 


new regulations for the importation of Britiſh coin into that ane, P. 323. 
—— ditto on the importation of hops, 731d. 


goods from the Levant Seas allowed to be imported to or exported from that kingdom, ib. 
1781 —— the value and ſtate of its imports from Great Britain in this year, p. 394- 
—— the ſpirit of the people at this period, p. 385. 
1782 — the new miniſtry very favourable to it, p. 406. 
———— reſolutions of the volunteers at Dungannon, ibid. 
— - meſſage from his Majeſty to Parliament on the ſubject of it, p- 407. 
—— a declaration of rights, moved by Mr, Grattan, in the form of an addreſs to the King, 
and carried, p. 408. 
the Parliament of, vote Mr. Grattan go, oool. for his is public ſervices, ibid. 
the Britiſh Parliament renounces its right to legiſlate in that kingdom, &c. p. 409. | 
—— the Houſe of Commons of, vote 100, oool. for the * of railing 20,000 Iriſh ſeamen 
for the ſervice of the navy, ibid. 
——— the quantity of Aſiatic produce, &c. imported there from Great Britain in this year, 
443s 
1783 3 the increaſe of its herring fiſnery ſtated, p. 524. 


1784 — abſtract of the hereditary revenue and additional duties of that kingdom, for one year, &c. 
p. 572.— (See Linen, Proviſions, &c.) | 


1380 — 


1 


4 


CHRONOLOGICAL, INDEX. 


A. D. 
178 5 Ireland, certain reſolutions paſſed by the Houſe of Commons of, p- 580, ke. | 
| Triſh Propoſitions, debates on them in the Parliament of Ireland, p. 591. 


— bill, founded on them, brought into the Houſe of Commons of Ireland,” p. 593. 
— — conduct of the Iriſh Miniſter thereon, p. 594. | 0 
=——— an account of them, p. 580. 

— debated in the Britiſh Parliament, p-. 582, 583. 

— report of the Committee of Council on them, p. 584. 

———— oppoſition of the Britiſh merchants and manufacturers to them, p. 586. 
— — petitions againſt them, p. 587. 
———— as altered andenlarged by the Britiſh Parliament, p. 587, 588. 

| —— —— arguments for and againſt them, p. 591. 

— a bill, founded on them, brought into the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, p. 593. 
1784 Triſh Fiſhery, account of it in this year, p. 571 —(See Lough Swilly, Herring Fiſhery, &c.) 

1769 Tron, certain drawbacks on the exportation of diſcontinued, p. 131. 

1781 an account of its importation from Ruſſia and Sweden, p. 395. 

1783 — importation of it into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. $27. 

1784 —— import of it from Feterſburg alone into Ireland in this year, p. 571. - 

1787 —— an account of it imported to ſeveral towns in Great Britain, p. 657, 


| 


1781 and Iren Ware, the amount of their exportation this year from Ireland p. 393. | 
1782 —— export of it from Ireland in this year, p. 443. 
1783 — exports of them into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 527. 


1787 Tron and Steel Manufattories, a bill to 3 the LANA of tools and utenſils, &c. uſed in 


them, Pe» 668. 
1764 Ile of Man, an order of Council to prevent ſmuggling o on * coaſts of it, p. 48. 


1765 —— the ſovereignty of it annexed by purchaſe to the crown of Great Britain, p. 70. 
———— abſtra& of the act of Parliament paſſed for annexing it to the crown, ibid. 
1767 — a bill paſſed for regulating the manufactures there, p. 109. 
1771 — 2 bill paſſed for preſerving its harbours, p. 150. 
1772 — - a bill paſſed to encourage the herring fiſhery on its coaſts, p- 159. 
1780 — a bill paſſed for regulating its trade, &c. p. 323. 
K. 


1781 Kempenfelt, Admiral, takes a confiderable part of a valuable French convoy, p. 385. 
1766 Knitted Stockings, a bill paſſed to prevent the fraudulent marking of them, p. 98. 
1768 Koningsberg, the number of veſſels which arrived in this year, p. 122. 


L. 


1779 Lace Manufactory, the wages of its workmen regulated, p. 262. 
1767 Land Tax reduced to three ſhillings in the pound, p. 109. 
1771 — raiſed to four ſhillings in the pound, p. 152. c 
1764 Ta. ſale of, in Grenada, the Grenadines, Domain, St. Vincent and Tobago, adventiſed by 
royal proclamation, p. 46. 
— conditions of the ale, ibid. 
1783 —— amount of them in England, p. 52 1. 
— 1n eccleſiaſtical preferment, p. 522. 
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1763 Land Carriage Fiſtery, the ſtate of is p. 12. 
oppoſition made to it, &c. p. 13. 
1783 Laftage and Ballaflage of the river Thames, ſeveral acts for the manic of i it A wy Pas 37. 
1780 Laurens, Henry, appointed umbaſſador from the American * to the States General, 
p. 305. Sn 

taken, with all his papers, by Captain Keppel of the v eſtal frigate, ibid. 
committed to the Tower, ibid. | 

1764 Laws enacted in this year relative to trade and commerce, p. 49. VERN 
1765 —— the ſame in this year, p. 72, 
1766 —— the ſame in this year, p. 97. 
1767 —— the ſame in this year, p. 109. 
1768 —— the fame in this year, p. 122. 
1769 — the ſame in this year, p. 131. 
1770 —— the ſame in this year, p. 137. 
1771 — the ſame in this year, p. 150. 
1772 — the ſame in this year, p. 159. 
1773 — the ſame in this year, p. 167. 
1774 — the ſame in this year, p. 176. 
1775 — the ſame in this year, p. 187. 
1776 — the ſame in this year, p. 197. 
1777 —— the ſame in this year, p. 207. 
1778 —— the fame in this year, p. 237. 

1779 the ſame in this year, p. 261. 
1780 — the ſame in this year, p. 323. 
1781 —— the ſame in this year, p. 397. 
1782 the ſame in this year, p. 458. 
1783 — the ſame in this year, p. 537. 
1784 — the ſame in this year, p. 575. 
1785 —— the ſame in this year, p. 605. 
1786 —— the ſame in this year, p. 629. 
1787 —— the ſame in this year, p. 667. 
1766 Leather, a bill paſſed to encourage the manufacture of it, p. 98. | 
1784 —— a bill paſſed to continue certain acts for the encouragement of its manufafture 3 in England 

and Scotland, p. 576. 
1779 Lee, river, a bill paſſed for the preſervation of it, p. 262. 
1704 Letters, abſtraCt of the act for preventing abuſes of the privilege of franking them, xc. p: 51. 
average annual amount of the poſtage of ſuch as are franked, ibid. 
— new regulations in the poſtage of them, ibid. 
1765 — abſtract of an act for regulating the poſtage of them, p. 72. | 
1784 —— additional rates granted on the conveyance of them, and certain regulations to prevent 
frauds and abuſes in ſending and receiving them free of poſtage, p. 577. 
1787 —— a bill to eſtabliſh the conveyance of them between Milford Haven and Waterford, p. 667. 
——— (See Poſtage, Poſt Office, &c.). 

1177 Letters of Marque, granted againſt the rebellious colonies, p. 207. : 
1780 Levant Seas, goods from thence allowed to be imported into or exported from Ireland, p. 323. 


Levant 


/ 
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„ p. 


1781 Levant and M.iterrancan Seas, the rs of goods from certain towns on _ cont * 
lowed. p. 398. OY 


1787 Trade, French, a particular account of it, p. 657. 
1775 Lexington, engagement at, p. 184. * 
1776 Light Houſes, a bill paſſed for erecting them in the port of Cheſter, 5. 197. 
1766 Linen, Ruſſia, the duties on the i.nportation of it regulated, p. 97+ | 
1767 — foreign, certain duties granted on it, p. 109. 
1770 —— Britiſh and Iriſh, the bounty on exporting them continued, p. 137. 
—— foreign, additional duties granted on the importation of them, ibid. 
| 3771 —— the quantity of it exported, from Ireland for ſeverity years, p. 147- 
—— the expoats of it decreaſe, ibid. | 
Britiſh and Iriſh, the quantity of both exported from England from the commencemenC 
of the bounty to this year incluſive, p. 148, | 
accounts of the quantity ftamped in Scotland at certain periods, ibid. 
foreign, the quantity ann into Feng er from 1762 to 1771, wich the duties paid 
thereon, p-. 149. 
1774 — ſtate of the.1mports and exports of it at different ere p. 1 
— its trade decreaſed in Ireland, d. 
1780 the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Spain and Portugal in Celts p. 322. 
—— Iriſh and Britiſh, various accounts of the imports and exports into and from Great Bri- 
tain, as ſtated in the reports of the Board of Trade, p. 390, 391. 
1781 — the quantity of it exported from Ireland, foreign countries and the colonies ow one year, 
P. 393. 
—— checked, the annual exportation of it from London and the out-ports, ibid. 
prohibited by Portugal to be imported from Ireland, p. 394. | 
| —— — ſtate of its manufacture and trade in Portugal, 6:4 
1782 —— the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Great Britain in one year, p. 442- 
— quantity of it exported to every other country, ibid. 
1783 —— the quantity and value of it exported in this year from Ireland to Great Britain, p- 524. 
— ditto to every other country, id. 
— the ſtate of its trade between Scotland and Ireland, p- 534. 
—— Britiſh and Iriſh, bounties granted thereon, p. 538. 
1784 — printed, painted, ſtained, &c. additional duties laid on them, &c. p. 576. 
| quantity of it imported in this year to England, p. 571. 
178 5 —— printed, a bill paſſed relative tothe duties on them, p. 605. 
1787 —— Iriſh and Britiſh, a bill to grant a bounty on the exportation of certain of them, p- 668. 
a bill to encourage the art of deſigning and printing them, p. 668. | 
1763 2 Cloth ſtamped in Scotland for ſale during certain periods, p. 10. 
1771 Linen Yarn, the quantity of it exported from Ireland for ſeventy years, p. 147. 
exports of it decreaſe, ibid. 
the quantity of it exported from Ireland to Great Britain in this year, p. 393. 
1774 Linen Manufactory, the ſtate of it referred to a committee of the Houle of ene, p. 173. 
— decreaſe of it in Scotland, ibid. | 
1779 ———— a bill paſſed to encourage it in Ireland, p. 261. 
1780 Linen Manufacture of Ireland, obſervations on it, p. 287. 
| 2 ; Liſbon, 
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| 1787 Liſben, the ſhipping which arrived have in this year, p. 6. 6. 

1788 —— the number of veſſels which arrived there in this year, p. 692. 

1766 Liverpool, the number of ſhips which were entered inwards and cleared outwards there in this 

| year, p. 97+ 

a bill paſſed to regulate pilots in that port, ibid. 

1754 Logwood, a temporary interruption to our cutters in the Bay of lien ae p- 47+ 

conduct of the Court of Spain on repreſentations being made by the Britiſh Minitero on 
the ſubjeR, 76:9. 

1766 London, a bill paſſed for the improvement of tillage i in the neighbourhood of it, p. 97. 

1787 —— Britiſh and Iriſh manufactures and produce entered outward from thence, for one week, 
Kc. p. 654. 

— French manufactures and produce entered inwards during the ſame en ibid,—(Sce 

Bills of Mortality, Population, Sc. ; 

1765 LO the Board of it give 200ol. to Mr. Witchel for the invention of a marine table, p. 71. 

1765 a bill paſſed for encouraging the diſcovery of it, p. 72. 

1770 —— the ſeveral acts explained and amended for rewarding the diſcovery of it, p. 138. 

1780 a bill paſſed to grant rewards for the diſcovery of it, p. 323. 

1781 ——— reward continued for the diſcovery of it, p. 398. 

1778 Lotteries, abſtract of an act for regulating them, p. 237. 

1779 ——— the keepers of the offices regulated, p. 261. 

1787 a bill paſſed againſt unlawful ones, p. 6679. 

1782 Lottery Offices, a bill paſſed to regulate the keepers of them, and the ſale of * p. 459» 

1780 Lough Swilly, an account of its fiſhery during this year, p. 321. 


1781 ———— the ſtate of its fiſhery in this year, p. 394. 
1784 Low Wines and Spirits for home conſumption, the duties upon them diſcontinued for a limited 
time, P · 577. | 


1784 Lumber, current prices of it in Jamaica at this time, and the preceding year, p. 55 2 
average prices of it ten years previous to the war, p. 577. 
— prices of it at Philadelphia, &c. p. 557, &c. 
—— great quantities may ſoon be had from Nova Scotia, p. 5 89. 
— further information on the ſubject of it, ibid. 
M. | | 
Machines, for the ſtocking and woollen e s. &c, invented, (Appendix) p. 70%, &c. 
Machine, Arkwright's, ſome account of, (Appendix) ibid, 
1765 Madder, a bill paſſed to encourage the growth of it in Great Britain, p. 72. 
1777 Madras, a revolution in that ſettlement, P- 202. 
1787 Malaga, the ſhipping which arrived there in this year, p. 6 56. 
1768 Malt, certain quantities of it in his Majeſty's warehouſes exported, p. 122. 
1770 the further exportation of it allowed, p. 137. / 
Mancheſter, (See Cotton, Linen, &c.) 
1780 Mani feſto of his Britannic Majeſty againſt the Dutch, p. 313. 
——— obſervations reſulting from it, p. 315. 
1786 Manifefts, a bill for the regulation of them, p. 630. 
1774 Manufadtures, a bill paſſed to prevent frauds in certain of them, p- 176. 
1783 — the annual produce of the principal ones ſpecified, p. 522. | 
N 7 Manufacture: 


* 
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1787 Manufacture and Produce, Britiſh and Iriſh, entered outwards at the port of London for France | 
| for one week, &c. p. 654. ow 
— — — French, imported at the port of London during tue FL — 1514. 
— of th. European amy of France, a bill paſſed to permit the im- 
portation of them, p. 668. 5 
1785 Manufacturers, a bill paſſed to prevent the ſeduRion of them into foreign countries, P- 606. 
1787 — Chamber of, its petition to Parliament, p. 632. | 
1763 Marine Society, patriotic conduct of it, p. . | 
Io Maſſachuſet's Bay, the province of, a bill paſſed for ſuppreſſing tumults there, p. 172. 
— ———— its ſpirit of * to Genn ſtated in the ſpeech from the Throne, 
p- 179. 
1775 —— the laws made relative to it ineffe cual, ibid. (See America). 
1783 Matthews, General, his expedition into the Canaree Country, an account of i it, P- 482, &c. 
Meat, (See Butcher's Meat, Proviſions, &c). 
Mechanical Inventions, an account of ſeveral, ( Appendix) p. 707. 
1783 Medicines, ſtamp duties granted on them, p. 540. 
1765 Mediterranean Trade, proclamation relative to paſſes uſed therein, p. 70. 
1784 —————— Seas, the duty of one per cent. on goods W 8 thence in unqualified 
ſhips, diſcontinued, p. 576. 
1782 Melaſſes, the n of, imported into and exported from Eogland for ten years, p. 452. 
— — into and from Scotland, p. 455 
1777 Memorial of Sir Joſeph Yorke to the States General relative to the illicit commerce at St. Eu- 
ſtatius, and the anſwer, p. 204, 205. 
preſented by Sir Joſeph Yorke to the States General, on their conduct to Great Britain, 
P- 268. | 
preſented by Sir Joſeph Yorke to the States General, on the ſecret treaty of amity and 
commerce, between their Republic and America, p. 312. | 
——— 2 ſecond prefented on the ſame ſubject, p. 313. 
1781 ——=— of the merchants of St, Chriſtopher's, &c. to Sir George Rodney and General Vaughan, 
relative to their property in St. Euſtatius, p. 330. 
——— the anſwers of the Britiſh commanders thereto, p. 331. 
1785 ——— preſented to the States General by Sir James Harris, &c. p. 600. 
1778 Merchants, certain of their loſſes ſtated, &c. p. 223. 
1787 Methuen Treaty not affected by the treaty with France, p. 635. 
Milford Haven, a. bill to eſtabliſh packets between that place and Waterford in bai p. 667. 
1970 Mine bead, a bill paſſed for continuing the powers to keep it in repair, p. 137. 
1781 Minorca, attacked by the French and Spaniards, p. 369. 
1782 — ſurrendered, Feb. 5, p. 414. 
1778 Mint, the quantity of gold coin brought into it from Great Britain and Ireland, by the ſeveral 
proclamations, p. 236.—(See Con), 
Money, — (See Coin) 
Montſerrat, —(See St. Chriſtopher*s). 
1560 Meorings, a bill paſſed for the preſervation of them in harbours, p. 131. 
1775 Morocco, Emperor of, ſtate of his navy, p. 187. 
Mortality, annual bills of, — (See Bills of Mortality). 1 Net 
Vor. IV. : s C | Aſourningsg 


1780 


1779 
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1568 Mournings, public, reduced to one half their uſual time, p. 120. 
1774 Muſiins, the quantity imported into Dublin in this year, p. 194. 
1783 — the quantity of them imported into Ireland on two averages of three years, p. 526. 
—— bill paſſed to alter the duties and drawbacks on 1 p- 5 39. | 
1785 certain duties are laid on them, p. 605. 
1787 Muſlin and Calico Manufafures of Great Britain and the Eat India Company, the S N 
between them ſtated at large, p. 654, &c, 
1782 Muſquito Shore, ſucceſſes of the Engliſh there, p. 418. a 


N. 

1785 Nabob of Arcot, the ſtate of his debts referred by Parliament to the DireQors, or the Eaſt India 

Company, p. 594.— (See Arcot, Eaft India Company). | 5. 
1175 Nantucket, an account of its fiſhery, p. 182, * 
1763 National Debt, an account of it to the 5th of January, &c. p. = 
1764 the ſame for this year, p. 58. 
1766 ——— the ſame for this year, p. 102. | 
1768 — the ſame for this year, p. 124. | 

— an account of it by Dr. Price from · 1739 to 1775, p. 196. 

1786 a bill paſſed for the reduction of it, p. 629. 


| — anaccount of it to the 5th of January p. 631.—(See Mays and Means). | 
Naval States, a bill to 1 the importation of them from the Britiſh colonies i in America, 
p- 630. 
| Navigation Laws, new regulations of them, p. 609. 
— a bill paſſed for the increaſe of, p. 630. (See Shipping, Captain Cook, Sc. 
1781 Navy, a comparative view of that of Great Britain with the other powers. of Europe, p. 328. 
1785 Navy Bills, Sc. funded, p. 605. 
1781 Necker, Monſieur, an account of his treatiſe on the French finances, p. 386. 
| Negapatnam taken by Sir Edward Hughes and General Munro, p. 409. . 
1769 Negro Slaves, the number of them purchaſed this year by the European nations, p. 130. 
1773 Negroes, certain duties laid on them, p. 169.— (See Slaves 9. 
Nevis, — (See St. Chriſtopher's). 
Neutrality, —(See Armed Neutrality). 


1768 Newcaſtle, the number of ſhips cleared from thence during this year, p. 121. 


1769 the ſame this year, p. 130. 
1770 the ſame this year, p. 136. 
1771 the ſame this year, p. 150. 


1772 ——— the ſame this year, p. 158. 

1773 — the {ame this year, p. 167. 

1774 — the ſame this year, p. 175. 

1775 the ſame this year, p. 187. 

1776 ——— the ſame this year, p. 197. „ 
1778 ——— the ſame this year, p. 231. Ne IO SES 

the ſame this year, p. 259. 

1780 ——— the ſame this year, p. 321,—(See Coal, Wc, Ships. 

1775 New England Fiſhery, an account of it, p. 181. 


Newfiundland, 


' 
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1765 Newfoundland, the French ee to encroach on our A4 but are e yg * Admiral 
| Palliſer, p. 71. 
1769 —— goods permitted to be imported there from Guernſey and Jerſey, p. 1 31. 
1774 ———— the exportation to it of biſcuit and peas allowed, p. 176. | 
1785 —— great ſcarcity of proviſions there, p. 595. 

——— Admiral Campbell's conduct thereon, ibid. 

2 bill brought into Parliament to relieve it, bid. 

— obſervations on the mode of. relieving it, ibid. 


— bill paſſed to regulate the trade between chat ifland and the e States of Ame- 
rica, p. 605. 


1586 —— new regulations of its fiſhery, p. 612. 
— — a bill to regulate the trade between that iſland and the United States of NEW Ame- | 
e p. 629. 
a bill to amend the laws for the fiery herd; p. 629 
1787 . the trade between the United States of America and that iſland allowed to continue, 
. p- 673. 


1775 . Fi iſhery, ſome late ment of it at this time, p. PI 
— ftate of the bounties now given to encourage it, p. 184. 


1776 —— — — ſtate of it at this time, p. 195. . 
1784 — — fate of it, p. 571. 

1787 ———————— ſtate of it, p. 672. 

1788 ————-a bill paſſed to make certain regulations in it, p. 673. 


1783 Neꝛoſpapers, the number of them printed in England during the laſt ten years, p. 522. 
1967 New York, a bill paſſed to reſtrain its aſſembly from paſſing any acts, &c. p. 110. 
1768 New York and Boſion, non-importation agreements entered into between them, p. 118. 
1775 North W:ift Paſſage, reward for the diſcovery of it, p. 188. 
1775 Nova Scotia, its aſſembly petitions Parliament, p. 186. 
— reſolutions paſſed in the Houſe of Commons relative to it, ibid, 
1784 ———— its ſtate and probable utility to the Weſt India Iſlands, p. 559. 
Notes, — (See Bills of Exchange). 
Nuts, — (See Cocoa Nuts). 


O. 


177% Oat. Timber, ſtate of it in the different counties of Great Britain, p. 149. 

1784 Oak Bark, the duty on it lowered, p. 576. 

1766 Oats, a bill paſſed to allow the free importation of, p. 97. 

and Oatmeal, allowed to be imported from North America, p. 98.—(See Corn, Grain, &. 
1775 Oil, from fiſh, the quantity of it now conſumed in London, p. 184. 

1783 exported from and imported into Ireland in this year, p. 524. 

1785 from Florence, the duties on the importation of it regulated by act of Parliament, p. „Bog, 
1764 Order of Council to prevent ſmuggling on the coaſts of the Ile of Man, p. 48, 
1770 Order of the Houſe of Commons to redeem certain annuities, p. 135. 

1765 Ordinance of the King of France relative to the Weſt India Iſlands, p. 71. 
1785 Ordnance Debentures funded, p. 605. 

1779 Oyfters, a bill paſſed to preſerye the fiſhery of them at Whitſtable, p. 261. 

5 C 2 | Paiſley, 


/ 
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Poitty, biftory * preſent ſtate of its manufactory. r p. 703. 
1764 Paper Bills, à bill paſſed for praventing ſuch as mans be ie in the colonies n being a legal 
tender, p. 5% 
199g — the ſame law continued, &c. p. 167. 
1779 Paper, additional duties laid on it, p. 262.—( See Books). 
1787 Papi n, a bill to allow further time for the enrollment 1 deeds and in. mads by Papiſts, &c, 
| 668. . 
1779 1 additional duties laid on it, p. 262. | 
1781 Parker, Admiral, engages the Dutch fleet with great bravery, off the Dogger Bank, p- 372. 
1734 Parliament, the particular diſſolution of it at this time, p. 545. 
—— - reaſons for diſſolving it ſtated in the ſpeech from the throne, ibid. 
1789 Pariy Walls, a bill paſſed relative to them, p. 605. | 
1765 Paſſes, a proclamation iſſued relative to thoſe employed in the Mediterranean trade, p. 70. 
I 786 Paſſports and Sea Letters, forms of them, . to the treaty of commerce between Great Bri- 
tain and France, p. 626. Oy f 
1782 Patent Offices, a bill paſſed to regulate them in certain caſes, p. 459. 
1784 Pawning of Goods, a bill paſſed for the better regulation of it, &c. p. 577. 
1786 a bill to prevent the unlawful practice of it, &c. p. 630. 
1763 Peace (of Paris) concluded between the belligerent powers of Europe, p. I, 
proclaimed in London, ibid. 
definitive treaty of, between the court of Great Britain, and thoſe of France and "A 
ſigned and ratified, ibid. 
— the alterations from, or the explanations of, the preliminary articles of 1 contained in 
the ſaid treaty, p. 1, &c. 
1782 —— late, the progreſs of its negotiations, p. 437. 
—— official letters ſent, by order of Government, on the ſubject of i it to the Lord Mayor and 
the Governor of the Bank, p. 438. 
proviſional articles of, between Great Britain and America, ſigned Nov. 20, p. 462. 
1783 preliminary articles of, between Great Britain, France and Spain, ſigned at Verſailles, 
a January 20, ibid. | 
— preliminary articles of, abſtract of them, p. 462, &c. 
— negotiations for it with Holland delayed, p. 466. 
preliminary articles of, advantages and diſadvantages of them diſcuſſed, p. p. 467, &c. 
— addreſs in favour of it rejected in the Houſe of Commons, p. 475 
 —— addreſs in favour of it carried in the Houſe of Lords, ibid. 
—— proclaimed in. London, Sept. 15, p. 506. 
1768 Penalties and Forfeitures inflifted by acts relating to the trade and revenue of the Britiſh colonies 
in America more eaſily recovered, p. 122. | 
Perry, (See Cyaer ). 5 
1773 Peſile Mill, at Tunbridge i in Kent, allowed to be worked, p. 167. Za 
1777 Peterſburgh, an account of its commerce for thirty years, p. 206. 
1787 — the number of Britiſh ſhips which arrived there in this year, p. 657. 
On merchandize imported from thence in the ſame period, ibid. 


Petitions. 
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1766 Petitions from the merchants of 0 Ae Briſtol, Liverpool, &c. relative to American fairs; | 
p. 85. 
1780 — to Parliament, from ſeveral counties, to promote a plan of national . p · 289, * 
abſtract of that from Vork, p. 289. 0 


1781 of the Weſt India planters and merchants to the King, relative to the conduct of the 
| Britiſh commanders at St. Euſtatius, p. 333. 2 
1787 of the inhabitants of Fort William in Bengal, preſented to Parliament, p. 646. 


1777 Pigot, Lord, appointed Governor of — arrives there, ern praQtiſed againſt him, 
p. 202, &c, 


1779 motion made in the Houſe of common relative to iis inpeifoctimns and death, p. 247. 
Pilchard Fiſhery, the duties taken off ſalt, when employed in it, p· * 

1785 — — a bill paſſed to encourage it, p. 60g. 

1786 — a further bill to encourage it, p- 630. 


1764 Pilots, a bill paſſed for the regulation of them, p. 49. 
1773 a bill paſſed for the better regulation of them, &c. p. 167. 
1782 Piracy, &c. the former act to prevent that crime enlarged, p. 458. 
1785 Pitch, premiums granted on the importation of it from Eaſt Florida, Pp. 60g. 
manufactories of it regulated by act of Parliament, ibid. 
1784 Pitt, Right Honourable William, his great popularity, p. 54. 
1773 Phipps, Captain, ſails, June 2, on a voyage of diſcovery towards the North Pole, p. 166. 
Plate Glaſs Manufactory, a bill paſſed to eſtabliſh it, p. 167. 
in Lancaſhire, ſome account of it, (Appendix) p. 702. 
Plate, a bill paſſed for altering the puniſhment of the falſe marking of it, p. 167. 
——— Certain duties granted on its importation, and when wrought in Great Britain, 2 576. 
1767 Policies, a bill paſſed to alter the duties on them, &c. p. 109. 
1775 Poole, a petition from thence in oppoſition to that af London, p. 182. 
1782 Poor, a bill paſſed for the better relief, &c. of them, p. 459. 
1776 Poor Rates, an account of them for one year, p. 206. 
1783 Poplins and Tabinets, a great manufacture of them in Ireland, p. 225. 
1774 Population in certain provinces of America, p. 178. 
1788 a ſtate of it in ſeveral cities and towns of Europe, p. FEAR 
1776 Portugal, the court of, prohibits an intercourſe with the Americans, p. 193. 
1780 the Queen of, refuſes to accede to the armed neutrality, p. 303. 
1781 prohibits the importation of linens from Ireland, p. 394. 6 
—— CCrtain goods allowed to be imported into Great Britain and Ireland from the * | 
tions of that kingdom, &c. p. 398. 
1771 * Oe, the revenue of it for 100 years, p. 150. 
— ditto in 1764, ibid. 
— an account of the late reform and increaſing improvement in the adminiſtration of 
that department, (appendix) p. 709. 
2784 Poſtage, a bill paſſed to regulate it between Great Britain and Ireland, p. 576. 
a bill paſſed for granting certain additional rates on it, and for preventing frauds, &c.. 
377 
1783 Pot as importation of them into Ireland in this year, with the general average, p. 528. 
Pot and Pearl Aſhes, new duties impoſed on them, p. 537. 
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1786 Pot and Pear! Aſbes, a bill to grant duties on them, pe 630%. n $7 2 ct 
Potterics, in Staffordſhire, an account of their progreſs and —.— ſtate, ( appendix). p. 698. 
1776 Price, the Kev. Doctor, his account of the national debt from 1739 to 775. p. — . 
1777 Privateers, Ametican, diſtreſs the Britiſh commerce, p 200. | 
1764 Privilege of Parliament regulated with reſpeQ to bankrupts, p. 50. 7 1 
1770 — abſtract of the act for the regulation of it in certain caſes, p. 1 38% | 
1764 Prizes, the produce of ſuch a as were taken before the war, given by his We to the . 
ET OE of 
1981 Prize Goods, regulations of them, p. 397. 
1783 — bill paſſed to regulate the ſale of them, p. 540. 
Promiſſory Notes, - (See Bills of Exchange): 
1779 Protection iſfued by the French Government in favour of the Captains Cook and Sia 259. 
1780 TR Aſſociation, an account of it, p. 295. 


petition Parliament for a repeal of the late ad in favour of the Rania Ca- 


tholics, p. 260, 
1787 Providence, New, a bill to low the import and export of certain goods therein, p. 668. 
1764 Proviſions, the merchants petition on the high prices of them, p. 49. 
— diſturbances concerning them, ibid. 
his Majeſty iſſues a proclamation for the importation of certain kinds of them, ibid. 
— the free importation of them allowed from Ireland for a limited time, p. 50. 


1766 a bill paſſed to allow the free importation of them from Ireland, &c. p. 97. 
the importation of them from Ireland continued, p. 98. 
1768 - the importation of them further allowed from Ireland and the Briciſh colonies in 
America, p. 122, | 
1769 — — the importation of them continued from n and the American colonies, P- 131. 
1770 the further importation of them allowed from Ireland and the American colonies, 
p. 39. 
1772 the importation of them continued from Ireland, &c. p- 158. 
| ſalted, the importation of them allowed from any part of Europe, p. 159. 
1774 — the importation of them allowed from Ireland, p. 176. 
1775 from Ireland, the importation of them continued, p. 18). 
1780 ſalted, the quantity exported from England in this year, p. 321. 
1781 — allowed to be exported to certain places in North America, p. 398. 
1783 the quantity of ſalted and other kinds . thither from England alone in three 


particular years, p. 518, 519. 
— -- ditto exported thither from the revolted colonies, &c. p. 519. 
current prices of them at the Philadelphia and London markets at this time, p. 520. 
1784 current prices of them at Jamaica, at this time and the year preceding, p. 555. 
— average prices of certain articles for ten years preceding the war, p. 557. 
further account thereof relative to the colonies, p. 558, &c. 
1781 Pruſſi ia, the King of, accedes to the armed neutrality, p. 355 2 
1780 Public Accounts, commiſſioners of, appointed by act of Parliament, p. 293. 
1785 a bill paſſed for the better examining and auditing them, p. 605. 


1786 —— 2 bill to enable the commiſſioners further to examine, &c. the public accounts vf the 
Fs hi p- 630. 
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1780 Quebec Fleet, the greater part of it taken, p. 33. 
1736 a bill to allow the importation of ſalt from thence, p. 630. 
| 2 R. 
1784 Rabbit Skins, the exportation of them prohibited, p. 576. 
1765 Ramſgate, a bill paſſed to improve its harbour, p. 7. 
1782 Ranſom of Ships, Ec. prohibited, p. 458. a 
1765 Raw Silk, a bill paſſed for e Hp certain duties on it, and granting others, p. 18-0 
Fit). 
1783 Receipts, a bill paſſed to grant ſtamp Auties on them, p. 539. 
1774 Recoinage of the Gold Coin, a bill paſſed for ſupplying the ſum for that purpoſe, p. 176. 
1778 — — expences attending it, &c. p. 236. 
1780 Reform, plan of, moved by Mr. Edmund Burke in the Houſe of Commons, P- 291. 
1765 Regency, a bill paſſed to provide for the adminiftration of Government in caſe the crown ſhould 
deſcend to any of the King's children under 18 years of age, p. 73. 
Regifter Ships, eight of them arrive at Cadiz, p. 71. 
1780 Report of the Board of Trade on the linen manufacture of Ireland, p. 388. 8 
Reſolution and Diſcovery, the ſhips, anchored at the Nore October 5, from their voyage of cir- 
| cumnavigation, p. 316. 
1786 Revenue, the flouriſhing ſtate of it, p. 607. 
report of the Select Committee on the ſtate of it, p. 608. 
receipt and expenditure of them, p. 608, 609. 
1788 Revenues, c. a ſtate of them at this time, p. 685. 
1782 Ribbands, the quantity exported from Ireland in this year, p. 442. 
1764 R:ce, liberty granted to carry it from South Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, 


A. D. 


P. 50. 1 5 
1767 Rice, Sago Duſt, and Vermicelli, the free importation of, allowed from the American colonies, 
p: 109. 


1768 


the quantity of it exported during a certain period, p. 120. 
a further importation of it from North America allowed, p. 122. 
1969 — liberty granted to carry it from South Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, 
. 
1770 Ss = liberty granted of exporting it from Eaſt and Weſt Florida to the ſouthward of Cape 
Finiſterre, p. 139. 
1772 the importation of it allowed from any of the colonies, p. 159. 
1774 the time for exporting it from Carolina and Georgia, &c. enlarged, p. 176. 
1782 — table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain for two diſtin@ years, 
with the names of the places from whence and to which ſuch imports and exports were made, 
p- 448. 
—— the quantity of it imported into and exported from England for ten years, p. 454. 
into and from Scotland, p. 455. 
1783 —— the importation of it allowed, p. 537. 
—— drawback of the whole duty allowed on the exportation of it, p. 539. 
1780 Kiots in London, an account of them, p. 296. 


2 Readney, 


| 
| 
| 
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1780 Redney, Sir George Brydges, takes 22 ſail of Spaniſh tip, p· 285. 
— takes five Spaniſh men of war, ibid. | 
— relieves Gibraltar and Minorca, ibid. | | 7 
1781 — his anſwer to the memorial of the merchants of St. Chriſtopher's, p. 331. ; 
—— his anſwer to the charges againſt him on his conduct at St. Euſtatius, p. 379, 380, xc. 
—— his memorial to the King on the profecutions 2 into againſt him on the ſame ſubject, 
p- 382. 
1782 —— gains a complete victory, April 12, over the French fleet commanded by Le Comte de 
Graſſe, p. 416. 
1777 Rum, a bill paſſed to ſecure the duties on its importation from the ene, P- 207. 
1782 — average quantity imported for ten years, p. 441. 
— table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great Britain, for two diſtin 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to which ſuch imports and exports were 
made, p. 446. Y 
— the quantity af it imported into Si? am from England for ten years, p. 452. 
1784 — certain impoſts and duties on it diſcontinued for a limited time, p. 557. a 
a drawback of the duties on it allowed, when n as Nores on board merchant ſhips, 
&c, p. 577. 
an account of the quantity ain into Eogland 8 a certain petiod, p. 602. 
—— bill paſſed to permit the e of Britiſh Plantation rum or ſpirits hefore payment 
of the exciſe duties, p. 605. 
1786 —— a bill to revive the drawback on the duties of it when ſhipped as ſtores, p. ad. 
1787 —— imports and exports of it into and from Great Britain for one year, with the duties, &c. 
for one year, p. 660. 
1776 Ruſſia, annual revenue and expences of that empire, p. 197. 


1780 — declaration of the Empreſs concerning the armed neutrality, p. 273. 


1781 the Empreſs commences a mediation between Great Britain and Holland, p. 341. 
1782 the ſtate of its revenues, p. 442. 


1766 Rye and Rye Meal allowed to be alerted from North America, P- 98. 
" 


1781 Sago and Vermicelli, the importation of them allowed from the Britiſh colonies in America, 
p- 398. 
1764 Sail Clath, a bill paſſed for encouraging the manufacture of it, p. 49. 
St. Thomas and St. John, iſlands of, declared free by the King of 1 p- 47. 
| | conditions of their freedom, ibid. 
1770 Saint Domingo, the produce of it in this year, p. 136. 
1778 Saint Lucia, iſland of, taken from the French, p. 227. 
— very able letter written by Sir George Brydges Rodney to Lord George Germaine, 
urging an attack to be made on it, p. 228. 
1779 Saint Vincent, iſland of, taken by the French, p. „„ y 
— ſituation and active conduct of the Governor of it, ibid. 
1781 Saint Euflatius, ifland of, taken by Admiral Rodney, p. 329. 
conduct of the Britiſh commanders on the capture of it, and its conſequences p- 330. 
- — great part of the Prize fleet taken by the French, p. 368. 
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1781 Saint Euſtatius, a motion made and negatived, for enquiring into the conduct of tho 
Commanders in Chief, on the capture of that iſland, p- 379- 
— ſurprized and taken by the French, p. 414. 
705 Saint Cbhriſtepher s, Nevis and Montſerrat, taken by the French, p. 415. | | 
— the produce and manufacture of thoſe iſlands allowed to be imported into any of his 
Majeſty” s ports in Europe or America, p. 458. 
1783 : 2 bill paſſed for regulating the imports of the produce of thoſe iſlands, p. 538. 
1764 Sale of Lands, in Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, St, Vincent's and Tobago, advertiſed 
by Royal proclamation, p. 46. | 
conditions of the ſale, ibid. 
2764 Salt, gathered on the Turk's Iſlands, by the Bermudians, p. 48. 
—— the exportation of it to Quebec, allowed for a limited time, p. 50. 
1766 — the exportation of it from Quebec, allowed, p. 98. 
1779 — the duties of it taken off, when uſed in curing pilchards, p. 262. 
1786 —— a bill to allow the importation of it from Quebec, p. 630. 
1785 Salts, of various kinds, a bill paſſed to regulate the laws reſpecting them, p. 60g. 
1765 Sandwich, a bill paſſed to improve its haven, p. 72. 
1777 Saratoga, the ſurrender of the Britiſh army there, p. 206. 
178 Scheldt, the navigation of it undergoes very little alteration by the treaty of peace between the 
h Emperor and the Dutch, p. 599. 
1763 Scotland, Truſtees of the forfeited eſtates there, their patriotic conduct, p. . 
1765 —— a bill paſſed to regulate bills of exchange and promiſſory notes there, p. 73. 


1782 the quantity of tobacco imported into, and exported from, that part of Greats 
Britain, p. 455- 
1788 equalizing duty on ſpirits diſtilled there, and brought i into England, p. 674. 


1779 Sea Coaſt, a proclamation for driving cattle from thence, in caſe of an invaſion, p. 258. 
1786 Sea Coaſts, a bill paſſed for improving them, &c. p. 630. 
Seamen s Wages, a bill to prevent frauds in the payment of them, p. 630. 
1781 Secrecy, Committee of, appointed by the Houſe of Commons to enquire into the war in the 
| Carnatic, p. 362. 
1784 Seizures, the diſtance from thoſe extended, at which they may be made, p. 553- 
1764 Senegal, a bill paſſed for veſting it, &c. in the African Company, p. 49. 
1772 Sheep, the annual account of the ſale of them at Smithfield, for forty years, p. 150. 
1774 — number of, ſold in Smithfield, in this year, p. 175. 
1773 Sheffield, an aſſay-maſter appointed to that place, p. 167. 
1766 Ships, the number entered inwards, and cleared outwards, at Liverpool, during tlus 
year, p. 97. | 
——— ditto, at Briſtol, ibid. 
——— regulations made for the loading them with coals, at Newcaſtle and Sunderland, p. 98. 
1769 —— the number of them employed in the trade between Great-Britain and America, p. 130. 
1773 annual amount and value of, at this time, built in the colonies, p. 165. 
—— the number of, which failed from the North of Ireland to North-America, with 
paſſengers, in the two preceding years, p. 166. 
—— bill paſſed to prevent abuſes in the fale of ſhares of them to foreigners, p. 167. 
— ditto, for regulating thoſe loading coals at Sunderland and Newcaſtle, 75:4. 
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1778 Shipe, French, an embargo laid on them in the Britiſh-ports,”-p.'226.« 
1783 —— Britiſh, encreaſed greatly, by excluding the American, p. 520, 521. 
1786 a bill paſſed to promote the encreaſe of it, p. 630. (See Netucaſtle. 
1773 Shipping, the annual amount of 1 it, at this time, in the colonies, p. 165. 
1765 Silt, a bill to encourage the manufacture of it, p. 72. 
—— Stockings, Gloves and Mits, a bill paſſed to prohibit the een of foreign ones, P. 75. 
1769 — a bill paſſed for encouraging the growth of it in America, p. 131. | 
3779 —— organzined, the importation of it allowed, p. 261. 
- organzined, the importation of it allowed from! taly, &. p. 397. | 
1783 —— the quantity of it imported into Ireland, on two different averages of three years, p. v. 666. 
—— raw and organzine, a five years e of its l into England, with the 
duties, ibid. ä : < | hs 
and Mixtures of Silk, exportation in this year, from Ireland, ibid. 
—— organzine Italian, the importation, of it continued, p. 537. 
1784 raw and thrown, additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. 577. 
1766 Silks ard Velvets, a bill paſſed to prohibit the importation of them, p. 98. | 
Crapes and Taffaties, an additional duty laid on the importation of them, ibid. 
177) —— wrought, and Velveis, the importation of them prohibited, &c. p. 207. 
2781 —— expoited from Ireland, in this year, p. 393. 
a drawback allowed on the exportation of them, ibid. 
1787 Silver, the amount of it ſent annually from England to China, for three years, p. e 
(See Corn.) Former — 
4786 Skins, a bill to allow the importation of raw goat - ſæins, p. 630. - 
1784 rabbit, the exportation of them prohibited, p. 176.— See Hides.) 
1777 Slaves, the number of them in the French Weſt-Indies, p. 20). 
1788 the number of them, at this time, in Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, p. 690. 
ſome further calculations concerning them, ibid. 
Slave Trade, a bill paſſed to regulate it, in reſpett to the mode of carrying ſlaves from the 
_ coaſt of Africa, p. 677, 


1764 Smuggling, an order of Council to prevent the practice of, particularly on the coaſts of 
the Iſle of Man, p. 48. 


1765 — the means taken to prevent it cauſe great diſcontents i in America, p. 62. 
1779 abſtract of an act of Parliament to prevent it, p. 262. 
1784 ———=— a bill paſſed to prevent it, by various regulations, p. 553. 
; a bill paſſed for the more effectual prevention of it, p. 577. 
3717 ———— a bill paſſed for the further prevention of it, p. 668. 


1785 Snuff, drawback on the exportation of it ſettled, p. 605. | 

1777 Scap, a bill paſſed to ſecure the duties in its importation from the mn, p · 207, 

1706 Soar, the river, made navigable, p. 98. 

1765 Society Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, eſtabliſhed at New-York, p. 68. 

1786 Briti/h, incorporated by a& of Parliament for extending the fiſheries of the alen, 
p- 630.— (See Britiſh Fiſhery.) 

1769 Saund, the number of veſſels which paſſed it this year, p. 130. 

1772 — the number of veſſels which paſſed it in this year, p. 158, 

1774 the number of veſſels which paſſed it in this year, p. 175. 


Sound, 
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1781 Sound, the number of Britiſh and Dutch ſhipping, which paſſed the Sound, for 2 
' years, p. 359. 8 
1786 Southern Whale Fiſhery, a bill for the encouragement of, p- 630. 2 
1787 an account of it, during the ue 1785, 1786, and 178), p. 406 6 the Whales 
Fiſhery.) 
1763 S2uth-Carolina, produce of it entered for exportation, during a certain period, p- 7. 
1766 Spain, declares its neutrality with reſpe& to Great-Britain and America, p. 193. 
1779 —— becomes a mediatrix between the powers at war, p. _y 
—— Propoſes terms of pacification, ibid. 
—— the propoſitions of, refuſed by Great-Britain, p. 248. 
—— the ambaſſador of, delivers a reſcript at the court of London, id. 1 
— the reſcript of its miniſter anſwered at large, by the Britiſh court, p. 248, 249. 
— the real motives of its court in taking part with France, p. 251. 
178 3 — its ſituation at the cloſe of the war, p. 476. 
Speeches from the Throne, quoted in this work. 
1772 P- 163. 
17]4 — f. 171, 174+ 
7:35. —— P< 199, I199- 
1776 p. 192, 194. 
1780 P+ 297, 327. 
1781 ——— p. 365, 376. 
1782 ——— p. 410, 439. | 
1783 P- 479, 506. 3 
1784 P- 545, 567. | 
1786 ——— p. 607, 612. 
1787 p. 632, 647. 
1788 ——— p. 669, 677. 
1766 Spirits, additional duties laid thereon, p. 98. | | 
foreign, a bill paſſed for a more effectual prevention of ſmuggling them, &c. p. 122. 


1768 
1783. foreign, a bill paſſed for the more effectual preventing the ſmuggling of them, p. 540. 
1784 - Britiſh and Weſt India, new regulations of the duties on them, p. 554. 


for home conſumption, the duties on them diſcontinued for a certain time, p. 577. 
1788 ——— diſtilled in Scotland, and brought into England, ſubject to an equalizing duty, p. 674. 
1786 ——— an account of the quantity annually made, from Midſummer, 1749, to Midſummer, 

1786, p. 627.—(See Britiſh Spirits, —Diſtillery, &c. ) 
1766 Stamp Duties, a bill paſſed for ſecuring them for copies of court roll, p. 98. 
1785 Stamps, a bill paſſed to transfer certain of their duties, &c. p. bog, 
1787 Stamp-Duty, in France, on commercial inſtruments, p. 653. 
1765 Stamp Act, preliminary obſervations concerning the paſſing it, for the impoſition of ſtamps, 
in America, Þ. 60. 
———=— the American, paſſed both Houſes, and received the Royal aſſent by commiſſion, p. 66. 
— the immediate effects of it, p. 60, 67. 
violent conduct of ſeveral of the American Colonies in conſequence of it, p. 67, 68. 
1766 — for America, repealed, p. 85.— (See America.) 
1779 Starch, the duties on it better ſecured, p. 262. 
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1779 a memorial preſented to them by Sir oſeph Yorke, relative to the naten 
of naval ſtores, p. 257. 
are required to aſſiſt Great-Britain, according to treaty, p-. 258. 
— - negle& the memorials of the Britiſh miniſter, ibid. 
— protect Paul Jones, and their reaſons for ſo 8 p- 2 58. 
1780 ———— their conduct to Great-Britain, p. 265, 266. 
— memorial preſented to them by the Britiſh miniſter, p. 268. 

- proviſional anſwer given hy them, p. 270. 


A. Þ. 


1781 memorial delivered by their miniſter to the King of Sweden, p. 244. 245. 
———— publiſh a manifeſto to juſtify their conduct towards Great-Britain, p. 348. 

1782 — receive an ambaſſador from the 2 States of America, p. nn. Holland.) 
Steel, — (See Tron.) 

1781 Stockings, the amount of the import and export of them into and from Ireland, in this 
- year, p. 394. | 

1782 imports and exports of them into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 443. 

1783 import and export of them into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 528, 

Stocks, —(See Funds.) 


1784 Stuffs, mixed with filk, a drawback allowed on the exportation of them, p. 577. 
1785 Cotton, duties on them repealed, p. 605. (See Cotton.) 

certain duties laid on them, and other fimilar manufactures, ibid. 

1966 Stort, the river, a bill paſſed to preſerve the navigation of it, &c. p. 98. 

1773 Sugar, the amount of its importation into Briſtol, in this year, p. 166. 


1778 a bill paſſed to prevent the ſmuggling of it, p. 237. 
1779 a bill paſſed to prevent the ſmuggling of it from America, p. 262. 
1780 the annual conſumption of it in England, for fifty years, p. 320. 
1781 additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. 398. 
1782 table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great-Britain, for two diſtin 


years, with the names of the places, from whence and to which ſuch imports and —— 
were made, p. 445. 


the quantity of it imported into and DESO from England, for ten years, p. 452. 

ditto into and from Scotland, p. 455. 

1783 —— refined, a bill paſſed to prevent the re- landing of it, &c. p. 539. | 

1785 an account of the quantity imported into England, during a certain period, p. 6 | 

1786 ———a bill to regulate the exportation of it, from the Wraith Colonies to foreign 
ports, &c. p. 630. : 


imports and exports of, into, and from Great-Britain,. for one year, with the duties, 
Kc. for one year, p. 660. 
1775 Sugar Colonies, the ſtate and nature of them defcribed, p- 183.—(Sce Weſt-Indies,) 
1763 Supplies, an account of the grants of them from the revolution, p. 26. 

for the ſervice of this year, p. 17. 


1787 


1764 the fame, for this year, p. 53. rg ag 
17065 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 74. - 
1766 the fame, for this year, p. 98. 


1767 . ſame, for this year, p. 110. 
1768 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 122. 
«. Supplies, 
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1569 Supplies, the fame, for this year, p. 123. 


1770 the ſame, for this year, p. 139. 
2771 the ſame, for this year, p- 1 50. | 
1772 the ſame, for this year, p. 159. .. 


1773 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 168. 
1774 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 176. 
1775 — the ſame, for this year, p. 188. 
1776 —— the ſame, for this year, p. 198. 
1777 — the ſame, for this year, p. 210. 
1778 — the ſame, for this year, p. 238. 
1779 the ſame, for this year, p. 263. 
1780 — the ſame, for this year, p. 323. 
1781 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 399. 
1782 ——— tbe ſame, for this year, p. 459. 


1783 the ſame, for this year, p. 541. 
1784 the ſame, for this year, p. 578. 
1785 the ſame, for this year, p. 606. 


1986 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 631. 

1787 —— the ſame, for this year, p. 669. 

1788 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 685, &c. 

1776 ſent to the Britiſh army at Boſton, p. 198. . 


1770 Swale, the river, in Yorkſhire, a bill paſſed for compleating the navigation of it, p- 139. 
1780 Sweden, declaration of the King of, concerning the armed neutrality, p. 27 5. 


1981 the King of, propoſes to mediate between Great-Britain and Holland, p. 373- 
F. 

2967 Tallow, Hog's-Lard, &c. the duties on the importation of them diſcontinued, p. 10. 

1776 temporary diſcontinuance of the duty on the importation of them, p. 197. 

1770 a further exportation of them allowed, P+ 137. 


1786 Tallew, a further bill to diſcontinue the duties on the importation of it, P. 630. 
1779 Tar, produced from coal, p- 260. 

1787 Tariff of duties to be paid, according to the arret of the King of France, p. 653- 

1781 Taxes, perpetual ones, a review of them, from 1776 to this year, p. 402. 

1767 Tea, black and ſinglo, a duty of 18. taken off it, &c. p. 109. 

drawback granted on its exportation to Ireland and America, ibid. 

the American duty on it continued, p. 135. 


| 1770 


1772 — the duty of rs. on ſinglo and black diſcontinued, and a drawback on the exportation of 


them, when exported to Ireland and the plantations, p. 158, 
1773 —— the diminution of the export of it, on account of the American troubles, diſadvantageous 
to the Eaſt India Company, p. 165. 
permitted to be exported to America, free of duty from the Company, ibid. 
— not ſuffered to be carried on ſhore at Boſton, &c. ibid. 
— — amount of the conſumption of it in the colonies, before the importation duties were 
queſtioned, ibid. 


21777 — a bill paſſed to prevent frauds in the venders of it, p. 207. 


) Tea 


- 
— — —— — * 
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"Be We: fu 
1778 Tea, the duty on its 1mportation into any of the American colonies taken * by 237. : \ | 
| 1783 - its annual importation into Europe, p. $30. 
an act amended with reſpe& to the removal of i it, p. 540. 

1784 — the ſeveral duties on it repealed, and others granted, p. 577. 
1787 the quantity and ſorts of it imported in this year, p. 667. 
1768 Texel, the number of veſſels which entered it this year, p. 121. 
177: — the number of veſſels which entered it in this year, p. 150. 

1774 Thames, the river, a bill paſſed for i improving the navigation of it, p. 176. 


177] — bl paſſed for improving the Penton of it from London-Bridge to 
Staines, p. 207. | 


Thread Manufattory, in Scotland, —(See Paiſtey. 325 
1766 Tillage, a bill paſſed for the improvement of it in the neighbourhood of London, p-. 97. 
1771 Timber, Oak, ſtate of it in different counties of Great-Britain, p · * 
1775 Tobacco, ſtate of its trade previous to the war, p. 187. 
1779 a bill paſſed to encourage the growth of it in Ireland, p- ** 
1781 additional duties granted on the importation of it, p. 398. | 
1782 ——— table of the quantity imported into and exported from Great-Britain, for two diſtinct 
years, with the names of the places from whence and to which ſuch imports and exports 
- were made, p. 447 
the quantity of it imported into and exported from England, for ten years, p. 453. 
—— ditto into and from Scotland, p. 485. 
a bill paſſed to ſecure the duties on it, p. 537. 


the growth of Scotland, relief granted to the owners of it, p. 539. 


1785 — the Merchants of London, Briſtol, and Glaſgow, trading in it, petition the Houſe 
of Commons, p. 596. 


certain ſtatements concerning it contained in the Merchant's petitions, ibid. 
a bill brought into Parliament for the better RES: the duties payable on it, 


7. | 

5 1 of the Chancellor of the Exchequer concerning it, ibid. 

1786 — a bill to prevent the fraudulent removal of, p. 630. 

1783 Tobacco-pipe Clay, permitted to be exported to the Britiſh plantations, p. 5 37. 

1781 Tobago, the iſland of, taken by the French, p. 355. 

1785 — a bill paſſed to regulate the importation of goods from thence, p. 6og. | 
Tools, the exportation of ſuch as are employed in our iron and ſteel manufactories pro- 

hibited, p. 606. 


1787 Tools and Utenſils, a bill to prevent the exportation of ſuch as are uſed in the iron and ſteel 

| manufactories, p. 668. 

Trade, ſketch of the coal branch of it, (Appendix,) p. 701. 
1768 Treaty, between France and Genoa, for the ceſſion of Corſica, p. 121. 
1783 — between the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and the Queen of Portugal, P: 485. 

——— between the King of Sweden, and the United States of America, p. 486. 

between the Mahrattas, and the Eaſt India Company, p. 479. 

| 1783 - ——— between the Courts of Ruſſia and Portugal, p. 678. 
between Great-Britain and Pruſſia, p. 683.—(See Convention.) 
1766 Nah of Commerce, between Great-Britain and Ruſſia, p. 91. 


: Treaty 


La. -- 


— 


1783 
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1778 Treaty 0 of Commerce, Nan France and Attoriod,: p. 213, Kc. jab! 


1780 between Holland and the United States of America, p. 305. 
1782 —— between the Courts of Peterſburgh and Copenhagen, p. 420. 
between the Republic of Holland, and the United States of America, P- 427. 
1783 Treaty of Peate, the definitive, between his Britannic Majeſty, and the Moſt An * | 


p- 494. 2 285 1 
—— h his Britannic Majeſty, and the King of Spain, p. 500. 
between his Britannic Majeſty, and nn. States of America, 

p. 504. | 

1984 = — between his Britannic Majeſty, and the States: Genen, p. 564. 

1785 — between the Emperor of Germany, and the States-General, &c. P- 599. 

1778 Treaty of Alliance, between France and America, p. 219, &c. 

1788 between Great-Britain and the States-General, p. 680, tee, 

1785 — between France and Holland, p. 599. 


1786 Treaty of Alliance and Commerce, ratified between the Court of en and the United 8 
of America, p. 613. 
1770 Trent, the river, a bill paſſed for the better nine; it, p. 137. 
1772 a bill paſſed to make a certain branch of it navigable, p. 1 59. 
1786 Trials, a bill for the regulation of them be offences committed in the Eaſt-Indies, 
| p. 630. | 
1182 Trincomale, taken by Sir Edward Hughes, p. 410. 
1763 Truſtees of the forfeited Eſtates in Scotland, their patriotic conduct, p-. 9. 
1764 Turk's Iſlands, violences committed there by French veſſels, p. 48. 
— — reparation made by the French Court on account of violences committed, ibid. 
— deſcription of them, ibid. | 
— the Bermudians gather ſalt on them, ibid. 


U. 


1781 Upholſtery, the amount of import and export into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 439. 
1767 Dre, the river, a bill paſſed to render it navigable, &c. p. 109. 

1774 Uten/ils, the exportation of thoſe employed in the cotton manufacture prohibited, p. 176. 
employed in the woollen, linen, &c. manufactures, prohibited from W | 


5 > {hams 

p. 187, —(See Tools.) 
1782 — the value of its imports and exports into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 443. 
1783 — — import and export of it into and from Ireland, in this year, p. 528. 


1781 Vaughan, Major-General, his anſwer to the charges againſt him, on his conduct at St. 
Euſtatius, p. 381. | 

1779 Vellum, Parchment and Paper, additional antics on them, p. 262. 

1785 Velvets and Velverets, duties are laid on them, p. 605. — (See Silks. ) 

1784 Veſſels, of certain dimenſions, the building of them prohibited, p. 553. 

1787 the number of them employed in the Greenland * ang to D 8 Straits, in 
this year, p. 657. 

Veſſels and Boats, a bill relative to ſuch as are liable to ſeizure by an act of the 24th of 

George III. p. 668.— (See Shipping, I bale 1 iſhery, Newcaſtle, Sc. 

F703 Vinegar, additional duties on it, p. 4 


Vinegar, 


7.5 
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1780 Vinegar, additional duties laid on the importation of it, p. 323. | 
2775 Virginia and Maryland, the annual import from thoſe provinces before the war, p. . 187, oy 


7 | W. | 

2775 Ware, earthen, painted, A certain kind of it permitted to be exported, p. 188. —(See Pottery. 

1786 Waſh Corn, the duty on it, from Midſummer, 1749, to Midſummer, 17865 p. 627.— 

(See Diſtillery. ) 

1785 Water-Bailiff of London, ſerves notices on the coal-faftors, &c, on account of. certain 
combinations among them, p. 600. 

1787 Waterford, in Ireland, a packet eſtabliſhed between that ales 2 Milford Hed, p. 667. F 

1770 Watchett, in Somerſctſhire, a bill paſſed for the prefervation of its harbour and ads 
P- 137+ 

12763 Ways and Means, for the fervice of this year, p. 22. 


2764 = the ſame, for this year, p. 55. 

1765 — - the ſame, for this year, p. 76. 

1766 — the ſame, for this year, p. 100. | 

1767 — the ſame, for this year, p. 111. +. 

1768 ———— the ſame, for this year, p. 124. 

2769 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 132. 

1770 -- the ſame, for this year, p. 141. 

1771— the ſame, for this year, p. 152. 

1772 ———= the ſame, for this year, p. 161. 

1773 the ſame, for this year, p. 169. | 5 
1774 — the ſame, for this year, p. 177. 5 

1775 ———— the ſame, for this year, p. 189. 
1776 — the ſame, for this year, p. 199. 

1777 —— the ſame, for this year, p. 211. . 
1778 — the ſame, for this year, p. 240. 

1779 —— the ſame, for this year, p. 263. 

1780 the ſame, for this year, p. 325. 

1781 ———— the ſame, for this year, p. 401. 

1782 — the ſame, for this year, p. 461. 

1783 ——— the ſame, for this year, p. 542. 

1784 the ſame, for this year, p. 578. 

1785 the ſame, for this year, p. 606, 

1786 — the ſame, for this year, p. 631. 

1787 | the ſame, for this year, p. 669. 

1788 — the ſame, for this year, p. 686. | 

1784 Wax, duties granted on the importation of 1 it, p. 877. ! 


1784 Wax Candles, duties on them repealed, and other duties granted i in lieu thereof, p. 577. 


————  datics granted on licences to make or ſell them, ibid. * 
1765 Weavers of Spital Fields, their diſcontents on the faſhionable uſe of French filks, p. 69. 
1774 Weights, a bill paſſed to regulate ſuch as are to be uſed in weighing the coin, p. 170. 


1768 Wells, in Norfolk, a bill paſſed for improving its harbour, p. 122. 
1781 Ht Florida, the conqueſt of it compleated by the Spaniards,” p. 357. 


ö 
; 
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196 5 not Tadia Ifands, a commercial regulation of the French Kink reſpecting Sw, p⸗ 71. 
1775 | —— proclamation made there forbidding all intercourſe with the Americans, p-. 184. 
1780 —— the quantity of flour and other fimilar articles exported there in this year from 
- England, p. 321. 
1783 —— not ade on the United States of America, &c. p. 518, 519. 
1788 —— 2 bill paſſed to ſettle the commercial intercourſe between them and the United 


States of America, on a more permanent footing, with previous obſervations, p. 674, 675. 
(See Sugar, America, &c.) - 
1766 Weſt Indies, Britiſh, a bill paſſed to open certain ports therein, &c. p. 86. 


1773 — a bill paſſed to encourage foreigners to lend money on eſtates there, p. 16). 
1781 —— in general, afflicted with a moſt dreadful hurricane, p. 336. 
Be - petitions delivered to Parliament from the iſlands of Jamaica and Barbadoes, p. 337. 
1784 . the neceſſity of allowing a free intercourſe between its ſugar colonies and the United 


States of America, in American * for w_ actual ſupport of the former, fully in- 
| veſtigated, p. 554, &c. 

1787 — an account of ſhips, &c. cleared outwards from the iſlands of from the ports of 
England, with thoſe entered inwards from the ſame colonies for one year, p. 6 59- 
ditto from the ports of Scotland, &c. ibid. 
— an account of the ſhips, &c. entered inwards and cleared outwards in the iſlands of, 


to and from the ſeveral ports in the Britiſh colonies in North America, and the . United 


States of America for one year, p. 660. 


— an account of goods exported from thence into Great Britain l one year, being 


the produce of the Sugar Colonies, p. 661. 
— ditto, being of doubtful produce, ibid. 
Ve an account of goods (being Britiſh produce and manufacture) exported thither from 
Great Britain for one year, p. 662. : 
— an account of goods, (being foreign produce and manufacture) ex ported thither from 
Great Britain for one year, p. 664. 
goods imported from thence by the Eaſt India Company, p- 665. 
178) Weſt India Trade, ſtate of it, p. 659. 
1775 We 4 India Planters and Merchants, their petition to the Houſe of Commons, p. 179. 


1781 — —— — petition the King relative to the conduct of the Britiſh com- 


manders at St, Eustatius, p- 333. 

— petition Parliament on the 1 of any intercourſe be- 
tween the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands and America, in American veſſels, p. 548, &c. 

1781 VMeſt India and American Convoys, outward and homeward bound eſcape the combined fleets of 
France and Spain, p. 371. 

1764 Whale Fiſhery, a bill paſſed for the further encouragement of it, p. 50. 


1784 


1768 — the number of Dutch veſſels employed in it, p. 121. 
ſeveral acts continued for the encouragement of it, p. 122. 

1776 — — further encouraged, p. 198. 

178 ———— the number of ſhips employed in it from England, from 1775 to \ p. 281. 
———— the ſame from Holland, from the year 1770 to 1778, p. 231. 

1779 the number of ſhips employed in it from England in this year, p. 259. 


———— the ſame from Holland, 11d. 
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1780 22 Fi 1 an account of the numRer of Britiſh. and d Datch ſhips employed in naue this | 
year, p. 322. | 
| 2781 ———— the number of ſhips employed i init from Exgland ! in this year, p- 395. 
—— totally ſtopped i in Holland on account of the war with Great Britain, ibid, 


1782 — — the number of ſhips employed in it in this year from England, p. 441. : 

1783 ———=— the number of Engliſh and Dutch ſhips employed in it in this year, p. 821. E. 

1784 — the number of ſhips from Great Britain and Holland eee, in it in this year, 
e | 

1785 — the amount of it this year in Great Britain, p. 598. 


= ditto in Holland, ibid. 


— (Southern) proclamation of the King of Denmark for the 1 of i it, id. 
1786 — — new regulations of it. propoſed by Lord Hawkeſbury, and ſince carried into execu- 
N tion, p. 612. | 
— — (Southern) a bill to encourage it, Pp. 630. 
1787 - — the encreaſed number of Britiſh ſhips —_ in it this year, although the 
bounty was reduced, p. 657. 
— (Southern) an account of it during the years * 1786, and 1787, p. 658. 
1788 - (Southern) a brief ſtate of it, p. 689. 
from Holland, a full ſtatement of it from the year 1661 to 1788, p- 693. 
— the encreaſed number of ſhips employed i in it this year, with their cargoes, p. 694. 
1776 Wheat, and other articles, a certain quantity of them allowed to be exported to the Sugar Co- 
lonies, St. Helena, and the Eaſt India ſettlements, p. 198. 


1777 certain quantities of it allowed to be exported to the Weſt Indies, p. 207. 
1783 permitted to be exported to the Sugar Colonies, p. 537- Fes 
1784 ſeveral laws revived and continued, relative to the exportation. of it to the Britiſh Sugar 
Elodie, &c. p. 577. 
1785 the exportation of it to the Britiſh, Sugar Colonies regulated by act of Parliament, p. 605. 
1787 a bill to export it to the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, p. 668. — (See Corn, Grain, &c. ) 


1766 JV heat and I heat Flour allowed to be imported from North America, p. 98. 
1767 the importation of it further allowed from any part of Europe. p- 108. 
1772 — — allowed to be imported, p. 158. | 
Wheat, Indian Corn, Barley, &c. allowed to be imported, &c, p. 159, 
1780 Wheat Flour, Oatmeal, &c. — in this year from England to the Britiſh Weſt Indies, 


„ PÞ- 327. 
1763 Wines, French, additional FRE: laid on them, P» 4+ 


1766 — imported, an act relative to them amended, p. 98. | 
1778 foreign, additional duties granted on the importation of them, p. 237. 
1779 foreign, a drawback on exporting them to the Britiſh ſettlements, p- 262. 
1780 and Vinegar, additional duties laid on the importation of them, p. 323. 
1783 a bill paſſed to prevent frauds in the landing and removing of them, p. 539. 
1784 the proviſions of an act of the 23d of Geo. III. relative to *. removal of them i in caſks, 
bottles, &c. p. 577. 
1785 from Florence, the duties on the importation, of them regulated by act of Parliament, 


p. 6j. 
1786 —— a bill for repealing certain duties on importing them, and granting new duties, &c. Pp. 630. 
5 Hines, 


CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX; 


A. D. | 
1787 Wines, foreign, a bill to allow the dealers in them for the ſtock i in their poſſeſſion, xc. p- 668. 
- 1786 Weed and Mood Aſhes, a bill to grant duties on them, p. 630. 

1777 Mool, a bill paſſed to prevent frauds in combing it, p. 20). 

1782 —— the quantity of it ſeized at different periods, p. 4414. 75 

1783 —— Spaniſh, its importation into Ireland at different periods, p. 52 3. 


1784 — coney, the exportation of it prohibited, p. 576. 
1785 —— a bill paſſed to prevent frauds in the manufacture of it, p. 60g. 
1788 —— a bill paſſed to prevent the exportation of it, p. 676. 
1786 Wool Cards, a bill to allow the importation of them at a limited price, p. 630. 
1765 Woollen Manufactory, in Yorkſhire, two bills paſſed for the regulation of it, p. 72, 73. 


1766 — — ſtated in the inſtructions of the city of Norwich to its repreſentatives, to be en- 
dangered from the ſcarcity of proviſions, &c. p. 97. 
1775 — the exportation of utenſils employed in it prohibited, p. 187. 
1780 — of Ireland, obſervations on it, p. 287. 


1783 Woolkn Manufacture, the ſuppoſed annual produce of it, p. 522. 
1774 Woollen Drapery, the quantity of it imported into Dublin in the courſe of this year, p. 174. 
1780 Woollen Cloths, the quantity of, exported in this year from Great Britain to Ireland, p. 322. 


1981 — the quantity made in the Welt Riding of Yorkſhire, for one year, p. 395. 
1782 the quantity exported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year, p. 442. 
1783 — the quantity made in the Weſt Riding of Vorkſhire in this year, p. 521. 


— imported from Great Britain to Ireland in this year, p. 525. 
1787 IWeollens, an eſtimate of the annual value of the export of them from England from 1781 to 


1787, p. 658. 
— - ditto from Scotland, ibi4.—(See Cloth). 


$2 | v. 
Tarn. — (See Linen, Cotton, &c.) 


END OF VOL. IV. 
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Gale, John, Eſq. Secretary Cuſtom- Hou ſe 
Gambier, Robert, Eſq. 
Gilman, Mr. J. Lincoln's-inn 
Giſt, Samuel, Eſq. America-ſquare 
Godwin, Mr. Geo. Scott's-yard, Buſp- lane 
Gotobed, Mr. Fig-tre-court, Temple 
Graham, Meſſrs. Lincoln's- inn 
Greame, Charles, Eſq. 
Green, Mr. John, Canter bury- ſjuare 


5 


LIST. OF "SUBSCRIBERS. - 
5 | Greenwood, Mr. William, Leieefter- ſquare 


Gregory, Daniel, Eſq. Auſtin: -friars 
Gregory, Mark, Eſq. M. P, King's Arms Y. ard, 
Coleman-ſtrect 

Gregory, Mr. Lemon Areet, Goodman el 
Grey, Charles, Eſq. M. P. Great Ormond-ftreet | 
Griffiths, Thomas, Eſq. Blackman-/treet 
Guaſſon, Peter, Eſq, Little St. Helens 

: H. | 


Hake, Mr. Abraham, Sans cel, Cornhill 


Halcombe, Henry, Eſq. Cuftom-houſe 


Fall, Geo. Eſq. Southampton-freet, Bloomſbury 1 


Hamilton, Mr. Fenchurch frreet 

Harman, Mr. John, Frederic's-place, Old Fewry 
Haſtings, Mr. Caftle-Areet, Holborn | 
Haworth, Mr. Chancery-lane 


— 


Hawys, Thomas, Eſq. Charterbouſe-ſquare 

Herries, Charles, Eſq. St. Mary Axe 

. QQ | 

Hibbert, George, Eſq. 

Hookham, Mr. Bookſeller, New Roni: Sewer: 
12 ſets 

Holl, Mr. Robert, Fenchurch-ftreet 

Hopkins, Benjamin B. Eſq. Groſvenor-ſquare 

Hornby, W. Eſq. Gainſborough, York/hire 

Hubbert, Mr. Alexander, Mark-lane 

Hume, James, Eſq. Cuſtom-bouſe 

Hunt, Mr. Stephen, Shadwell 


Hunter, Robert, Eſq. King's Arms-yard, Cole- 


man-ſtrect 
d x U I. 
Jacomb, T. Eſq. Harcourt-buildings, Temple 
Innis, Mr. John, Catherine-court, Tower -hill 
I has | 


Kemble, Mr. Francis, Swithin's-lane 


Kenyon, Mr. Laurence Pountney-lane 
Kingſton, Mr, Robert, Coleman-/treet 
Kinlock, Mr. G. T. Aldermanbury 
Knight, Mr. St. James's:ſireet 

Knight, 


1 18 7 0 2A 6. 


Knight, Mr. William, Tunbridge-wells 
Knowlys, Newnham, Eſq. ' | 
N Peter Henry, Efq. Little 12 Haun, 
L. 
Lanſdown, Marquis of, Berkley-ſquare . 
Eaurence and Wincheſter, Strand, 2 ſets 
Lawrence, — Eſq. 
Leighton, William, Eſq. Charlton, Kent 
Le Meſurier, Paul, Eſq. M. P. Jalbrook 
Leptrap, John, Eſq. Whitechapel | 
Lewes, Sir Watkin, M. P. Xing . road 
Lincoln, Lord Biſhop of, Deanery St. Paul's 
Linſhill, — Eſq. Fenchurch- buildings 
Locker, Capt. W. Ken/ington | 
- Long, — Eſq. 
Longman, Mr. T. Bookſeller, 3 
row, 6 ſets 
en Bibs 
Macartney, Lord, Curzon-ſiret, May-fair 
Man, Henry, Eſq. South-Sea Houſe 
Manning, William, Eſq. St. Mary Axe 
Martin, Robert, Eſq. Hommerton 
Maſon, Mr. Fenchurch-ſireet 
Mather, Mr. James, Bircbin- lane, 2 ſets 
Matſen, Dr. Nicholas, Hamburgh 
Matthews, Mr. W. Cannon-flreet 
Mawbey, Sir Joſeph, M. P. Great George: fire, 
Meheux, John, Eſq. India Board 
Middleton, Sir Charles, M. P. Comptroller of the 
| Navy 
Mill, James, Eſq. Camberwell 
Moleſworth, J. Eſq. Petty France 
Monro, Dr. Bedford-ſquare 
Motteux, John, "Eſq. Walbrooł 
Murrell, Wm. Eſq. Crutched Friars 
3 5 N. 
Neville R. A. Eſq. M. P. 
Nicol, Mr. G. Bookſeller, Pall Mall, 7 ſets. 
Nicholſon, Mr. Great St. Helens 


Parker, Mr. J. C. Chancery-lone 


Nolken, His Excellency Baron de, Swediſh. * 


Ambaſſador A 
Neunburgh, Mr. Cornhill ?? 
Ogles, Meſſrs. J. and E.-Billiter-ſquare 
Omond, Timothy, Eſq. Cuſtom Houſe 
* Thomas, Eſq. St. James an place 

P. | 
Paget, John, Eſa. Red Lion-ſquare 
Palmer, John, Eſq. Comptroller of the General 


Poſt Office 


Palmer, Mr. Mark-laxe \ 


Patten, Eſq. | 
Payneand Son, Bookſellers, Mews-gate,C Baring 
Croſs 


Peachey, John, Eſq. M. P. 
Peters, George, Eſq. Old Bethlem 
Phynn and Ellice, Mark-lane 


| Ping, Mr. John, Fohn-ftreet, Berkley-/quare 


Pitt, Right Hon. William, Ml. P. 


Pitts, Edward, Eſq. 
-Plumtree, Mr. 


Poole, Charles, Eſq. Eaf? India Board 
Portland, His Grace the Duke of 
Porter, W. Eſq. 9 Nene | 
fireet 
Pottinger, Richard, Eſq. 
Potts, Mr. James, Leman-/treet, Goodman's-fields 
Prime, Mr, Richaid, Bucklerſbury 
| R. 
Radd, Mr. S. Eafi-India Houſe 


| Ranſom, Moreland and Co. Bankers, Pall- mat! 
* Reynell, Rev. Z. Prebend of MI incheſter 


Reynell, Rev. Mr. jun. Stamford, Lincolnſhire 
Rhodes, A. Eſq. 
Richardſon, Mr. William, Bookſeller, Royal 
Exchange, 12 ets 
Roberts, Daniel, Eſq. For/ter lane, Cheap/ide 
R obſon 


frreet, 12 ſets 


£ Rodd, Mr. Thomas, jun. POR 
Rolle, J. Eſq. M. P. Chefterfield-fireet, May-fair 
| Role, Geo. «Eſq: Nt. P. Secretary of the T1 Wy 


n! 
= 


Saftres,? Mr. F. Edgeware-road, ener fre 


Schutte, — Efq. ' 

Scott, Alexander; Eſq. Great James ſtreet 2 
Scott, C. Eſq. Great Alie-ftrect, Goodman's-field* 
Seale, J. Eſq. Mount Boon, near Dartmouth 


Sewell, Mr. ohn, Bookſeller, Cornhill, 12 ſets 


Shairp, Alexander, Eſq. Broad-/treet Buildings 

Sibthorp, Col. Canwick, near Lincoln 

Silveſter, John, Eſq. Chancery-lane 

Smith, Joſ. Eſq. Great George-ſtreet 

Stalker, Mr. Charles, Bookſeller, Stationer s- 
court, 12 ſets 


Staniforth, Charles, Eſq. Broad! Deen | 


Stanley, T. Eſq. n 
Steele, T. Eſq. M. P. Secretary of the Treaſury 


Storey, Mr. John, Ducen-/treet, Cheap/ide 


Sulivan, John, Eſq. M. P. Arlington-ftreet 
Summers, Charles, Eſq. Clapton- 

. 
Taylor, Mr. B. Serjeants-inn,. Fleet-ftrett 


Thompſon, James, Eſq. . TTY | 


Trevor, Hon. John 


Tweedy, Rev. Nr. 


U.. 


Vanharthell, Edward, Eſq. Coptball- court 


Vaughan, William, Eſq. Mincing-lane 
Urmſton, e Cn Eſfjex 


2 vow. 07-000 30K1BERS 
; Roblon and Clarks, Bookſellers, aa 


Uſtonſoin, Kr Thomas, 1 * Flats! ? - 


fireet Peu 
Walſingham, Rt. Hon. Ld. Poſt Maſter General 


Wale, Gregory, Eſq. Ai 


Walker, Mr. John, [roxmonger-lane. 2 
Walker, Mr. John, Baſinghall-Arect | 
Ward, John, Eſq. 'Fenchurch-/teet,  - 
Webſter, James, | Eſq.  Leadenhall-firect | 
Welſtead, Mr. George, Cu/tom Houſe 
es Mr. James, | Clark Hill, * 
Tancaſbire | 
White, Mr. Luke, Bookſeller, Dublin, 25 40 
White and Son, Bookſellers, Fleet Atreet, 13 ſets 
White, Mr. William, Garlick-hilt-- - + 
White, Mr. Attorney, Harle/ton, Noel 
Wilcox, Francis Davey, Eſq. Fenchurch: ſireet 
Wilkinſon, John, Eſq, Manchęſter 


| Willes, John, Eſq. Dulwich E: 


Windham, Joſeph, 'Efq. | | 

Winthrope, B. Eſq. Fohn-fireet, King's-road © 

Winter, John, Eſq. Swzthin's-lane 

Wiſſett, Robert, Eſq. Eafſt-Tndia Houſe 

Wolfe, George Ernſt, Eſq. pt ent 

WMoillcloſe- ſauare 

Wood, Mr. George, Old Bethlem 

Woronzow, in Count, the Faß 
ian Ambaſſador. 


Wright; John, Eſq. Clapham 


Wright, Gill and Dalton, Abchurch-lane 
Yeates, Anthony, Eſq. Jamaica 
Young, Sir William, * Ms P. 


r THE Publiſher 8 it neceſſary to apologize for the nin of /o many reſpectable ramss, 
who have honoured this Work with their patronage. This, however, ariſes from his nat being ſuffici- 


ently acquainted with the wiſhes of thoſe Gentlemen on this head; ,. Ince, however highly he might be 


urge any further extenſion 12 them, 


gratiſied by this flattering mark of approbation, be is too 22 7 the obligations already x, bhi to 


